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;V:IIK  greatest  uf  English  historians,  Macaulev,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers 
of  the  past  centurj',  has  said :  "The  history  of  a  countrj'  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Ali-.tm  of  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  aiipreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  bj^  their 
^    ,  .„  enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those 

'^■'^Wi'if  comprising  this  great  and  noble  .State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of   their  life 

struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  manj'  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economj'  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  tiie  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
manv.  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  tliom  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
thev  could."  It  tells  how  that  man\'  in  the  pride  an<l  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  oflice  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  uiion  those  who  follow  after. 

Comin"-  oenerations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  liiid  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  slietch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

ACME  PUBLISHING  CO. 
Chicago,  October,  1888. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
y)^born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
''~^'  Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  .\ugustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
[)lanter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
ajid  had  three  children,  John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathematics.      His    spelling  v/as   rather   defectiv?. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  rg  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Ujxin  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Josiuia  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  tlie  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  Jionor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
CO  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mr«;.  Martha  (l)andridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
'jf  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  uix)n  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  10  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  17S3,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 
-.^ \ \ 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annajxilis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7 89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
governntent ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
.\t  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
,  President  and  the  first  Vice- 
'  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
^1,  sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
"school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purix)se  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, of  diabolical  nialice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature," 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
Steps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  jxjpulat 
throughout  the  Provnice,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himself 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife, 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God,     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows. 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transix)rted 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  1 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  17S3.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  liim  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  lie 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot, he  made  the  triii. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President,  .\gain 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wasli- 
ington  retired  from-  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While   Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   great 
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French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  tlieir  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  tlie  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated tlie  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
l>endence,  arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spiiit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests,was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  hip  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 

born  April  2,   1743,   at  Shad- 

l^well,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 

His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
wliom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
Wlien  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
and  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  ufwu  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  g,nd  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon, 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  oi  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State  ! 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  resixjnsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer. 
and  one  of  tlie  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  testivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, whicli  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  liim  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
d;iy,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,- - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  tlie  champions  of 
freedom  ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage  ;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
'President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  imiwrtant 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of   this  great    repubHc   were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to    l>e   called    to   his   eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
l)eake  but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  ujxjn  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "  Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
]X)litical  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  i,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf ' 
<iuent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  liealth  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mmd 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  ix)wers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  tiie  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    E.\eculive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  e.xpired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  tlian  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  (xjwer  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  jwwer  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  -She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  lias  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  ix)sition  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  KX  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exjwsed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  .Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disixjsition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat ;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  18 13,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  ui'on  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
18T3,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patu.xet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1815,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
' «  of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  .States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heiglils  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  feh  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
Thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  parly, 
that  it  gave  too  much  ix)wcr  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  lie  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  ix)wer,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympatliized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  iionest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  u])  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  F2ngland  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  tlie  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 
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Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  tlovernor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  lie  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  tr)'ing  times,  the  duties  of  the  \\'ar  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  of 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  tlie  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  18(7,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.'' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  slates,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due (wrtions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  opjiressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  Euroi^ean 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died, on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 


n 


THE  NEW  YORK 


!    IT 


X  5,  Ai 


Gy)yxJ 


SIXTH  PRESIDENT. 


39 


*"s«$;;S**;;g*$;;S#^i5*^:w*^i^*-g!S*^!g*$;fs#$;.s-#si;$#^:;$H^K$#SK** 


OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
'States,  was   born  in  the   rural 
home  of  his    honored    fatiier, 
John  Adams,  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  ith  cf  July,  1767.   His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  cliildhood 
during   the   almost    constant    ab- 
sence of   liis  father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he   stood  with 
liis  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
uix)n  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  liostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  liad  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  liimself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  study;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  lie  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretarj-. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  wlien  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  tlie  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  arcliitectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  tlie  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  liis  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  wlio  iiad  seen  much  of  tlie  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  tlie  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive; 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wislied  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Gieat  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Bedin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  ^^■hile  waiting  he  was  mairied  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London ; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  havingful- 
filled  all  the  purjxjses  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  ini[3ortant 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817.  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  apiwinted  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  i8ig,  forthe  United  States.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  yearsof  !\Ir.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  .^dams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  .^dams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  .\dams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henrj'  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
the  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise,  ^^'hen  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  librar)' 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  tjuestion  now  began  to  assume 
[XDrtentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination; 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prajer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2istof  Februar)',  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  ])araly- 
sis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end 0/ earth  /'ih^n  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  '' I  am  eonteiit."  These  were  the 
last   words  of    the    grand    "Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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xMDREW  JACKSON,  the 
seventh  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  Ijorn  in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.  (;., 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty, 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly; and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at- 
tractive. 

Wiien  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
blow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-jx)x.  Their 
mother  was  successful  in   obtaining   their  exchange. 


and  took  lier  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  liim  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  sucli  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  lie 
entered  a  law  office  at  .Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
witli  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1 79 1,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jack&on  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then    held  its 
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sessioiiSj^a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  .\s  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gjn.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  e.xpiring,  delivered  his 
last  sjjeech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
com[)limentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
'"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  .States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  ])osition  he  held  f-.r  si.\  years. 

When  tiie  war  of  1812  witli  (ireat  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  tiie  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred u[X)n  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hurdred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  acce[)ted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  e.xpected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen,  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  tiie  river 
with  fifteen  hiuidred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  l)ack  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions ;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  Ijrotiier  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  u[)on  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary,  (ien.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  .\labama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bendsof  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  aliout  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
jjleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  .Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Neady  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  prol.iably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  'Phis  ended  the  war.  The 
ix)wer  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  Tliis  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  .\ugust,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march.  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  .\  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  Irom  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
.\nd  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  al)Out 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  liundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  life  were  that   of  a   devoted  Christian   man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth      President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July    24,    1862.      His 
body   rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite   shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  lie  pur- 
sued his  studies  witli  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his   native  village. 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  ix)litician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  wliile  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  esjwused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights ;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th.: 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years , 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  thtr 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  181 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  18 15,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the   Democratic   party,   he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage "  v^hich  admits 
the  vile,  tlie  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  lie  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  sliould  lie 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  imless  he  were 
in  some  degree  (lualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  tlie 
State. 

In  182 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  lie  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  Stale.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  anactive  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opi)Oser  of  tlie  Administration,  adopting  the 
"State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  (lOvernorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  liis 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  cliair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  ixjliticians. 
It  was  supixDsed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  ixiwers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  .\ndrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
apix/inted  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
a[)ix)inted  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused   to   ratify  the  nomination,   and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  re[judiated  favor- 
ite; and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive. On  the  2otli  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
u[X)n  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  ([uestion,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial jjanic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re  election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
ixitriotism,  and  the  distinguished  jxisitions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  i84r,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald 
he  still  exerted  a- powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin    Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was     conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John    Hancock    were 
both  candidates  for  the  ofifice  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice   re-elected.       His   son, 
i  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
witji  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
having  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  '"  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  ofifice — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  witli  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  Oneof  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  About 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  tlie  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  wliy  (iov.  Harrison  was 
approacliing  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  thji  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  l)y  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  u]X)n  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  lieen  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  'I'heir 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of   bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
Dus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  ruslied  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  Hut  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  I'rom  the  j 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  tliese  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  tlie  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  sapped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  witlioul  bread  or  salt. 

In  18 16,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  six)ke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  i)rought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
liis  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  n'as  one  of  the  most 
bnlliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  bora   in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high   social    po- 
sition.    At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and  Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great   assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly    with     his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern- 
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ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocatmg  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His   popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  rplit  in  the   Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-si.x.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  audit  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  ol 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  tlieir  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  iMr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  ^Villiam3burg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  jwsition  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opix)sed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own.'  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  recconimended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  tlirough  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days' delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      He   suggested,   however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  'Die  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabmet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratie  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  tothe  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  lelief.  His  first  wife. 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  mformation  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a'  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  [mnciples  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated.  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,   he   was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
^j^President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C,  Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents v^ere   Samuel   and    Jane 
(Ivnox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  farnly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
oftiieDuck  River.  Here  in  tiie 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsecjuently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  lou  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation   for   him   behind   the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  .Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  tlie  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  witli  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  liest  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  wuh  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial  and 
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courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  1 4th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  184:, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  tlie  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime.  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 
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with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "  observation, "  then  of  "  occupation," 
then  of  "  invasion,  "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brouglit  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  sjx)ils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  Tiiis 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  exjjended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

Ou  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  tlie 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  ijth  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelftli 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24tli  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
^  father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
'\)  tinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  cliildren,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  hut  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  tlien  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
father  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
inanifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Lidians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 12,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison. on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering   fifty  men,   many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  ujMn  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  tjie  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down  ;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  uiwn  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midniglit  the  war-whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  jxist.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scejies  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  MajorTaylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
had  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
here  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  apix)inted  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  iLouisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  tiie  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Me.xico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palnia,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  u[X5n  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
ihs  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
their  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  wl.ose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  IS  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles.  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  glh  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Cen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any 'such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

".\ny  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving   contempt    for  learning  of  every  kind." 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth I'residentof  the  United 
states,  was  born  at  bummer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  fanner,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
\  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  jx)ssessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
[losition,  graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate ; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hall", 
ind  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no   means   as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  hi  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industr)', 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
P.uffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  jwlitics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degri  e  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
iiis  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  e.xpe- 
rience  as  a  representative  gave  him  strength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  uixdh  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was   elected   Comptroller   of    the   State 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  tlrande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  liumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesofZachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  theUnited  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  l)ut 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  ver}'  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacyof  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmore's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillniore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1874. 
^^ 


f 


'-   i 


-^•- 


FOUkTEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


yW^W^^i  ^f^  T 


^^«^-    .^atgsaeiat 


^^ FRANKLIN  PIERCE.'^ 


RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth    President  of  the 

.-5 

^''United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  r8o4.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with   his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a   home   in   the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate.  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 
4>  


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied:  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
jwlitical  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  jjerilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  wiiich  her  husband  was  honored.    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  183S,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  ui^n  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  imjxjrtant  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  wlioni  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on   the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  [wint.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
tliis  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ai> 
proved,  and  perhaps,  also,  'feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  thein,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his  material   bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
eenth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic s[X3t  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tair.s,  with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
I  1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  d-rama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersl)urg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
courseof  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  i8og,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately- 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  i8t2,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  .Senate  ore  of  the 
judges  of  the  .State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment,  .-^t  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
ipiired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
apjxjinted  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  lie  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  ))arties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  making  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country ;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  wlio  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  (ien.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deix)sits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-shivery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
tliat  the  reply  sliould  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  ix)wer  to  legislate  upon  tlie  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Uix)n  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  resixinsibilily  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  tlie  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  (irande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  tliat 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  pi^rpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1S50, 
wliich  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
u[)on  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
ceived 114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  ixjpular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March    4th,    1857,  Mr.   Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  (whtical  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Oovernment,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  luiman  slavery. 
[n  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
v.nldered      He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


m^ 


ciples,  consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  .\s  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympatliy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  ix)wer  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exiiibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  .State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston  :  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged ;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  locked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  .-\nd  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland   retreat,    June    i,    1868. 
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BR  AH  AM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the 
Jnited  States,  was  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1 809.  .About  the  year  1 7  80,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  V^irginia  with  his 
family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  e.\treme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  .States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  foi-ever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  ix)or.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin ;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  .Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother. 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 
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cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Wliere 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

-As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  Thi're  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  III. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  tem[)erate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  ii.loxi- 
cating  liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  shall  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  liy  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  ndve:i- 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that   ui)on 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  ir.ill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak,  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  apixsintment  of  Postmaster  of  New  .Salem,  I 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  .Vll  the  letters  he  ' 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
m.ade  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  Mew  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr._  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  Tlie  issue  was  on  the 
ilavery  question, 'and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher   prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  .\n  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  Wilham  H  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  tlie  land,  was  tlie  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supiwsed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
tlie  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
and  aslittledid  lie  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  wliich  would  give  him 
aplaceinthe  affections  nf  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  vas  poured  upon  this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopiiing  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  mucli  danger.  .Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  uixin  his  arrival  to  "get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  witli 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  .A.  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  -4  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  HarrisL'urg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
une.xpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  auy  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great   anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 

In  tlie  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  -Mr  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  res[)onsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  liis  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strengtii  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo'h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  S[)ringfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them,  .'\pril  14,  1865,  he,  withGen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  Le  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, with  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his  country- 
men being  unable  to  decide   which  is   the  greater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
it-)-".;?^/-:,^  ''^^  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
'^— ij;,t!.#7  tion  and  friendlessness.  He 
/  was  born  December  29,  180S, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  ujxjn 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who'  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.  The  owner, 
<•     


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  on- 
ward laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shojj,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  tould  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos- 
sessed some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
aff'airs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those 
of  tren.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  Stale  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resiXDnsible  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abii- 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  neverashaniedof  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i8oj,  ae 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
irn  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
.imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  MiUtary  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inr.onsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  vi^as  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  gtiilty 
side  would  have  sustained  tlie  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  imixjtently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  e.\citing 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  e.x-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
'United  States,  was  born  on 
the   29th   of  April,    1822,   of 

Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 

^  V;^'^  W  i^f"  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
(\f  ;  -::>  ■  •'>)  banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  aninvil,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  liis  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
oftered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  15th  of 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Cirant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  wlio 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.*-  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  tjie  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  l)oys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  tlie 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  tlie 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 
Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Te.xas.  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office. 
f-^.- 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  ujxjn  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
•Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  Ajjril  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  jjrominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
tlie  country  brouglit  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  ]X)pular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

Tlie  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
whichmet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5  th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  worid, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United   States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nominatioii  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitenriary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General, 


"^K 


•►  ir<^ 


NtNETERNTH  PRESIDENT. 


UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES, 
the  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
tune overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1 680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford  Hayes    the  father   of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  tiiey  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious, 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter- 
mined to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son, of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 


^ 


-4«- 
92 


RUTHERFORD  B.  HAYES. 


subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1S25,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Bircliard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Innnediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatnig  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  suck  men  as'^Wef  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Cluu  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1S64,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army  ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thunnan,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  admiiT'stration  was  an  average  on. 
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AMES  A.  GARFIE!LD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born   Nov.    19, 
I  S3 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abram  and    Eliza 
'tj  (Ballou)   Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
«,as  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
nard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
.;leared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
iheir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
James.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  brother's 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he'  struggles  to  keep  the  little    family  to- 
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gather.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  friend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
tlie  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  tlie  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion : 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  whicli  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  comnmnions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
larian  charity  for  all  'who  loveourLord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  ir,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1 86 1  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantr\- 
and  eight  .companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  oflScer 
(Humphrey  Mirshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  ro,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  )'oungest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
.\labama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "Chief  of  Staff." 

The  milit.-iry  l^'story  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gen.  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  si.xty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  ^\'hittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

UiX)n  Jan.  14.  rSSo,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  everj' 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  in.licting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  historj'  of  the  Nadon  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  .August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country-  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  ver)-  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

twenty-first    Pres'V.^m   of  the 

United   States    was    born    in 

Franklin  Courty,  Vermont,  on 

thefifthofOdober,  1830,  and  is 

the  oldest   of  a   family    of  two 

sons  and    five    daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  aBaptistc'^rgyman, who 

emigrated  to  tb.s  countr)'  from 

the  county  Ant.ini,   Ireland,    in 

his  i8th  year,  and  died  in   1875,  in 

Newtonville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  cf  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  nvirr'-d  the  daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon. 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs. 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1S56.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Governme!it  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21,  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  thecontinent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  tlieir 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  (ien.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 
»  . 


tions  were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suff"ering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  ]X)sition  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as    never 
before  in    its   history  over  the  death  of    any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.     Then  it  became   the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume   the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in    New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.     The  position  was  an   embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.    The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily   surprised  the   nation,  acting  so 
wisely   that   but   few   criticised    his  administration. 
He  served    the  nation   well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his   party  for  a  second 
term.     His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention   at   Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been   selected   as  the   standard-bearer  of  his   party 
for  another  campaign.     He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
r)'ing  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND,the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
liorii  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Ponipey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  ^hool  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  tiuie  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced Iiis  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
usk  the  advice  of  liis  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  Tlie  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
the  old  gentleman  ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any. 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  wnile  he  could  "  look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "Thai's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  indue  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  Li  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  tlie  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.:  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  E.xecutive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York  ;  Secretaiy 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  cf 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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NSEL  BRIGGS,  the  first 
gi'iitlcman  (hiisfii  to  fill  the 
giibeniatuiial  cimh'  of  Iowa 
after  its  organization  as  a 
State,  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
{',%^''..Wi'/  ~  i"*"it,  and  was  born  Feb.  3, 
cl^ -:  "'Jr^l-si  IKOC.  His  parents,  who  likewise 
were  New  Englanders,  were  Ben- 
jamin and  P>lecta  Briggs.  The 
lioj'iiood  of  our  subject  was 
^;  liassed  in  liis  native  State, and  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  common  schools 
he  received  a  fair  education  which 
was  subsecpiently  improved  bj-  a 
term  at  Norwich  Academy.  When 
a  young  man  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Cambridge,  (iuernsey  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
young  Briggs  engaged  in  the  work  of  establishing 
stage  lines.  He  .also  here  embarked  in  political 
affairs  and  as  a  Whig  run  for  the  office  of  County 
Auditor  but  was  defeated  by  John  Ferguson,  a 
Jackson  Democrat. 

After  remaining  in  Ohio  for  six  years,  the  glow- 
ing accounts  of  the  fair  fields  and  the  fertile  piairies 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  led  him  westward  across 
the  Father  of  Waters.  He  had  previously  united 
his  fortunes  in  life  with  Nancy  j\I.  Dunlap,  daugh- 
ter of  ]\Iajor  Dunlap,  an  officer  in  the  AVarof  1812. 
Even  [)rior  to  this  niarri.ige  he  had  chosen  a  wife, 
a  lady  who  was  born  on  the  same  d.ay  and  year  as 
himself,  but  of  wlioni  lie  was  soon  bereft.  He 
brought  with  him  to  Iowa  his  little  family  and  lo- 
cated at  Andrew,  iu  Jackson  County.     Seeing  tlie   I 


opportunity  here  for  resuming  his  former  business, 
he  began  opening  up  stage  lines,  frequently  driving 
the  old  stage  coach  himself.  He  made  several  con- 
tracts with  the  Postofflce  Department  for  carrying 
the  United  States  mails  weekly  between  Dubuque 
and  Davenport,  Dubuque  and  Iowa  City  and  other 
routes,  thus  opening  up  and  carrying  on  a  very  im- 
portant enterprise.  Politically,  Gov.  Briggs  was  a 
Democrat,  and  on  coming  to  Iowa  identified  him- 
self with  that  party.  In  1842  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  House  of  Representatives 
from  Jackson  Count}-,  and  subsequently  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  the  same  county.  He  had  taken  a  lead- 
ing p.art  in  public  affairs,  and  upon  the  formation  of 
the  State  Government  in  184C),  he  became  a  prom- 
inent candidate  for  Governor,  and  though  his  com- 
petitors in  his  own  partj'^  were  distinguished  and 
well-known  citizens,  Mr.  Briggs  received  the  nom- 
ination. The  convention  was  held  in  Iowa  City, 
on  Thursday,  Sept.  24,  1846,  and  assembled  to 
nominate  State  officers  and  1  wo  Congressmen.  It 
was  called  to  order  by  F.  D.  Mills,  of  Des  Moines 
County.  William  Thompson,  of  Henry  County, 
presided,  and  .J.  T.  Fales,  of  Dubuque,  was  Secre- 
tary. Tho  vote  for  Governor  in  the  convention 
stood:  Briggs,  sixty-two;  Jesse  Williams,  thirty- 
two,  and  William  Thompson,  thirty-one.  The  two 
latter  withdrew,  and  Briggs  was  then  chosen  by  ac- 
clamation. Elisha  Cutler,  Jr.,  of  Van  Buren  Coun- 
ty, was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  State ;  Joseph 
T.  F.ales,  of  Linn,  for  Auditor,  and  Morgan  Reno, 
of  Johnson,  for  Treasurer.  S.  C.  H.astings  and 
Sheperd  Lettler  were  nominated  for  Congress.     The 
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election  was  held  Oct.  28,  1846,  the  entire  Demo- 
cratic ticket  being  successful.  Briggs  received 
7.620  votes  .nnd  his  competitor.  Thomas  ilcKnight. 
the  AVliig  candidate,  7,379,  giving  Briggs  a  major- 
ity of  247. 

The  principal  question  between  the  two  leading 
parties,  the  Democratic  and  the  Whig,  at  this  period, 
was  that  of  the  banking  S3'stem.  It  is  related  that 
I  short  time  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion which  nominated  Mr.  Briggs,  that  in  offering 
I  toast  at  a  banquet,  he  struck  the  key-note  which 
made  him  the  popular  man  of  the  hour.  He  said, 
"  No  banks  but  earth  and  thej-  well  tilled."  This 
was  at  once  caught  up  by  his  partj-  and  it  did  more 
to  secure  him  the  nomination  than  anj'thing  else. 
His  administration  was  one  void  of  an3'  special  in- 
terest. He  labored  in  harmonious  accord  with  his 
party,  j'et  frequently  exhibited  an  independence  of 
principle,  characteristic  of  his  nature.  The  Mis- 
souri boundary  question  which  caused  a  great  deal 
of  excited  controversj'  at  this  period,  and  even  a 
determination  to  resort  to  arms,  was  handled  by 
him  witli  great  ability. 

On  his  election  as  Executive  of  the  State,  Gov. 
Briggs  sold  out  his  mail  contract,  but  after  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service  he  continued  his 
residence  in  Jackson  Count}'.  In  1870  he  removed 
to  Council  Bluffs.  He  had  visited  the  western 
part  of  the  State  l)efore  the  day  of  railroads  in  that 
section,  making  the  ti-ip  liy  carriage.  On  the  occa- 
sion he  enrolled  liimself  .is  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town  of  Florence  on  the  Nebraska  side  of  the 
river  and  six  miles  above  Council  Bluffs,  and  which 
for  a  time  was  a  vigorous  rival  of  Omaha.  Dur- 
ing the  mining  excitement,  in  18G0.  he  made  a  trip 
to  Colorado,  and  three  j'ears  later,  in  companj^ 
with  his  son  Jolin  and  a  large  party,  went  to 
Montana,   where    he    remained     until     the     j-ear 


1865,   when   he    returned    to   his  home  in   Iowa. 

As  above  stated,  Gov.  Briggs  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  his  companion  for  a  brief  time 
only.  His  second  wife  bore  him  eight  children,  all 
of  whom  died  in  infancy  save  two,  and  of  these  lat- 
ter, Ansel,  Jr.,  died  Ma^'  15,  1867.  aged  twentj-- 
five  years.  John  S.  Briggs,  the  onl}'  survivor  of 
the  family,  is  editor  of  the  Idaho  Herald,  pulilished 
at  Blackfoot.  Idaho  Territor}'.  Mrs.  Briggs  died 
Dec.  30,  1847,  while  her  husband  was  Governor  of 
the  State.  She  was  a  devoted  Christian  lady,  a 
strict  member  of  tlie  Presbj'terian  Church,  and  a 
woman  of  strong  domestic  tastes.  She  was  highly 
educated,  and  endowed  by  nature  with  that 
womanly  tact  and  grace  which  enabled  her  to  adorn 
the  high  iiosition  her  husband  had  attained.. 
She  dispensed  a  bounteous  hospitality,  though  her 
home  was  in  a  hjg  house,  and  was  highlj"  esteemed 
and  admired  b_v  all  who  met  her. 

Gov.  Briggs  went  in  and  out  among  his  people 
for  many  3-cars  after  his  retirement  from  tlie  execu- 
tive office,  and  even  after  his  return  from  the  Mon- 
tana expedition.  He  was  admired  for  his  able 
services  rendered  so  unselfishly'  during  the  pioneer 
period  of  the  now  great  and  populous  State.  His 
last  illness,  ulceration  of  the  stomach,  was  of  brief 
duration,  lasting  only  five  weeks,  indeed  onlj-  three 
days  before  his  death  he  was  able  to  be  out.  His 
demise  occurred  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  John 
S.  Briggs,  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  at  half-past  three  of  the 
morning  of  May  5.  1881.  His  death  was  greatly 
mourned  all  over  tlie  State.  Upon  the  following 
da\'.  Gov.  Gear  issued  a  proclamation  reciting  his 
services  to  tlie  State,  ordering  half-hour  guns  to  be 
fired  and  the  national  flag  on  the  State  capitol  to 
be  put  ,it  h:ilf-mast  during  the  daj'  upon  which 
the  funeral  was  held,  which  was  the  following  Sun- 
day succeeding  his  death. 
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'  TEPHEN  HEMPSTEAD,  sec- 
ond Governor  of  Iowa,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  where, 
at  New  London,  he  was  bom 
Oct.  1,  1812.  He  resided  in 
that  State  with  his  parents 
until  1828,  when  the  family 
came  West,  locating  upon  a  farm 
near  Saint  Louis.  This  was  the 
homo  of  j-oung  Stephen  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  (Jalena,  111.,  where 
he  served  in  the  cajiacit}'  of  a  clerk 
in  a  commission  house  f<ir  a  time. 
He  was  there  during  the  exciting 
period  of  the  Black  Hawk  troubles, 
and  was  an  officer  in  an  artillery 
companj'  which  had  been  organized  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Galena.  After  the  defeat  of  Black  Hawk 
and  the  consequent  termination  of  Indian  troubles, 
he  entered  the  Illinois  College  at  .Jacksonville, 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  On  ac- 
count of  difficulties  which  he  got  into  about 
sectarianism  and  abolitionism,  he  left  the  college 
and  returned  to  Missouri.  He  shortly  afterward 
entered  the  office  of  Charles  S.  Hempstead,  a  prom- 
inent lawyer  of  Galena,  .and  liegan  the  study  of  the 
profession  in  which  he  afterward  became  quite  pro- 


ficient. In  18.36  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  which  at 
the  time  embraced  the  Ten-itory  of  Iowa,  and  the 
same  year  located  at  Dubuque,  being  the  first  law- 
yer who  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  that 
place. 

As  might  be  expected  in  a  territory  but  thinly 
populated,  but  one  which  was  rapidly  settling  up, 
the  services  of  an  able  attorney  would  be  in  de- 
mand in  order  to  draft  the  laws.  Upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Territorial  Government  of  Iowa  in 
18.38,  he  was,  with  Gen.  Warner  Lewis,  elected  to 
represent  the  northern  portion  of  the  Territory  in 
the  Legislative  Council,  which  assembled  in  Bur- 
lington that  year.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee .Judiciary,  and  at  the  second  session  of  that 
body  was  elected  its  President.  He  was  again 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  in  1845,  over 
which  he  also  presided.  In  1844  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  delegates  of  Dubuque  County,  for  the 
first  convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
State.  In  1848,  in  company  with  Judge  Cnarles 
Mason  and  W.  G.  Woodward,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  Commissioner  to  revise  the  laws 
of  the  State,  which  revision,  with  a  few  amend- 
ments, was  adopted  as  the  code  of  Iowa  in  1851. 

In  1850  Mr.  Hempstead  was  elected  Governor  of 
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the  State,  and  served  with  ability  for  four  years, 
that  being  the  full  term  under  the  Constitution  at 
the  time.  He  received  13,486  votes  against  11,- 
403  cast  for  his  opponent,  James  L.  Thompson. 
After  the  vote  had  been  canvassed  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inform  the  Governor-elect  that 
the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive him  in  joint  convention,  in  order  that  he 
might  receive  the  oath  i)rescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. Gov.  Hempstead,  accompanied  by  the  retir- 
ing Executive,  Gov.  Briggs,  the  .Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  the  officers  of  State,  entered  the 
hall  of  the  House  where  the  Governor-elect  deliv- 
ered his  inaugural  message,  after  which  the  oath 
was  administered  by  the  Chief  .Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  This  was  an  important  period  in  the 
history  of  the  State,  being  at  a  time  when  the  pub- 
lie  affairs  were  assuming  definite  shape,  and  indeed 
it  was  what  might  be  termed  the  formative  period. 
The  session  of  the  Legislature  i)assed  many  import- 
ant acts  which  were  approved  by  the  Governor,  and 
during  his  term  there  were  fifty-two  new  counties 
formed.  Gov.  Hempstead  in  his  message  to  the 
Fourth  General  Assembly  in  December,  1852, 
stated  that  among  other  things,  the  population  of 
the  State  according  to  the  Federal  census  was  192,- 
214,  and  that  the  State  census  showed  an  increase 
for  one  year  of  37,780.  lie  also  stated  that  there- 
sources  of  the  State  for  the  coming  two  years 
•would  be  sufficient  to  cancel  all  that  jjart  of  funded 
debt  which  was  pa^-able  at  its  option. 

Among  the  numerous  counties  organized  was  one 
named  Buncombe,  which  received  its  name  in  the 
following  way :  The  Legislature  was  composed  of  a 
large  majority  favoring  stringent  corporation  laws 
and  the  liability  of  individual  stockholders  for  cor- 
parate  delits.  This  sentiment,  on  account  of  the 
agitation  of  railroad  enterprises  then  being  inaugu- 
rated, brought  a  large  number  of  prominent  men 
to  the  capital.  To  have  an  effect  upon  the  Legis- 
lature, they  organized  a  "  lobby  Legislature "  and 
elected  as  Governor,  Verplank  Van  Antwerp,  who 
delivered  to  the  self-constituted  lioily  a  length}- 
message  in  which  he  sharply  criticized  the  regular 
General  Assembly.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
latter  were  in  the  habit  of  making  long  and  useful 
speeches  much  to  the  hindi'ance  of  business.     To 


these  he  especially  referred,  charging  them  with 
speaking  for  "  Buncombe,"  and  recommended  that 
as  a  lasting  memorial  a  county  should  be  called  by 
that  name.  This  suggestion  was  readily  seized  on 
by  the  Legislature,  and  the  county  of  Buncombe 
was  created  with  few  dissenting  voices.  However, 
the  General  Assembly,  in  1862,  changed  the  name 
to  Lj-on,  in  honor  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  L^'on  who  was 
killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  season  of  1851  was  one  of  great  disappoint- 
ment to  the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  and  much  suffering 
was  the  result  of  the  bad  season  of  that  year.  By 
the  year  1854,  the  State  had  fully  recovered  from 
the  depression  thus  ])roduced,  and  tliat  j'ear  as  well 
as  the  following,  the  emigration  from  the  East  was 
unprecedented.  The  prairies  of  Illinois  were  lined 
day  after  day  with  a  continuous  caravan  of  emi- 
grants i)ushing  on  t(nvard  Iowa.  During  a  single 
month  1743  w.agons  bound  for  Iowa  passed  through 
Peoria.  So  remarkable  had  been  the  influx  of  peo- 
ple into  the  State,  that  in  .an  issue  of  the  Burling- 
ton Teleyraph  appeared  the  following  statement: 
"  Twenty  tiiousand  emigrants  have  passed  through 
the  city  within  the  last  thirty  days,  and  they  are 
still  crossing  the  ^Mississippi  at  the  r.ate  of  600  a  day." 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  which 
occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1854,  Gov. 
Hempstead  returned  to  his  old  home  at  Dul)uque. 
In  1855  he  was  elected  County  Judge  of  Dubuque 
County,  and  so  acceptably  did  he  serve  the  peojjle 
that  for  twelve  years  he  was  chosen  to  fill  that  posi- 
tion. Under  his  administration  the  principal 
count}'  building,  including  the  jail,  poorliouse,  as 
well  as  some  valuable  bridges,  were  erected. 
Owing  to  ill-health  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from 
public  life,  passing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
quietude  and  repose  at  Dubuque.  There  he  lived 
until  Feb.  16,  1883,  when,  at  his  home,  the  light  of 
his  long  and  eventful  life  went  out.  The  record 
he  has  made,  which  was  an  h<:)n<)rable  and  distin- 
guished one,  was  closed,  and  Iowa  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  her  most  distinguished 
pioneer  citizens.  He  had  been  an  unusuall}'  useful 
man  of  the  State  and  his  services,  which  were  able 
and  wise,  were  rendered  in  that  unselfish  spirit 
which  distinguished  so  many  of  the  early  residents 
of  this  now  prosperous  State. 
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AMES    AV.     GRIMES,    the 

tliiril  gentleinaii   to  till  the 
Executive  Chair  of  the  State 
>f    Iowa,    was    born    in    the 
town    of    Deering,    Hillsbor- 
ough   Co.,    N.    H.,   Oct.   20, 
ISlfi.      His    parents,   John    and 
Elizabeth  (WiLsim)  Grimes,  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  town. 
The  former  was  born  on  the  11th 
of  August,  1772,  anil   the   mother 
March  19, 1773.    They  became  the 
l)arents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
.lames  was  the  youngest  and  be- 
came one  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  Iowa.     He  attended  the 
district  schools,  and  in  early  childhood   evinced  an 
unusual  taste  for  learning.     Besides  attending  the 
district  schools,  the  village   pastor   instructed  him 
in  Greek  and  Latin.     After  completing  his  prepar- 
ations for  college,  which  he  did  at  Hampton  Acad- 
emy, he   entered   Dartmouth   College,   in  August, 
1832,  which  was   in  the  sixteenth  j-ear  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  hard  student,  advanced  rapidly,  and  in 
February,  1835,  bid  adieu  to  the  college  halls,  and 
with  James  "Walker,  of  Peterborough,  N.  H.,  he  be- 
I    gan  tbo.  study  of  his  chosen  profession. 


-<•- 


Feeling  that  his  native  State  afforded  too  limited 
advantages,  and,  in  fact,  being  of  a  rather  advent- 
urous disposition,  as  well  as  ambitious,  he  desired 
liroader  fields  in  which  to  carve  for  himself  a  fort- 
une. He  accordingly  left  the  home  that  had 
sheltered  him  during  his  boyhood  days,  and  turn- 
ing his  face  Westward  proceeded  imtil  he  had 
crossed  the  great  Father  of  Waters.  It  was  in 
1836,  and  young  Grimes  was  indeed  young  to  thus 
take  upon  himself  such  responsibilities;  but  pos- 
sessing business  tact,  determination  and  tenacity, 
as  well  as  an  excellent  professional  training,  he  de- 
termined to  open  an  office  in  the  then  new  town  of 
Burlington,  Iowa.  Here  he  hung  out  his  shingle, 
and  ere  long  had  established  a  reputation  which 
extended  far  beyond  the  confines  of  the  little  city. 

In  April,  1837,  he  was  .appointed  City  Solicitor, 
and  entering  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  he 
assisted  in  drawing  up  the  first  police  laws  of  that 
town.  In  1838  he  was  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  became  a  law  partner  of  William  W. 
Chapman,  United  States  District  Attorney  for 
Wisconsin  Territory.  In  the  early  part  of  the  yeiir 
1841  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Henry  W.  Starr, 
Esq.,  which  continued  twelve  ye.ars.  This  firm 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  legal  profession  in  Iowa. 
Mr.  Grimes  was  widely  known  as  a  counselor  with 
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superior  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  with  a  clear 
sense  of  truth  and  justice.  He  was  chosen  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  Des  Moines  Countj^  in  the 
first  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
which  convened  at  Burlington,  Nov.  12.  1838;  in 
the  sixth,  at  Iowa  Citj',  Dec.  4,  18-13;  and  in  the 
fourth  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  at  Iowa  City, 
Dec.  6,  1852.  He  earl}'  took  front  rank  among  the 
public  men  of  Iowa.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  first  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  all  laws  for  the  new  Territory  passed 
through  his  hands. 

Mr.  Grimes  had  become  promincntlj'  identified 
with  the  Whig  part}',  and  being  distinguished  as  an 
able  lawj-er,  as  well  as  a  fair-minded,  conscientious 
man,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  Governor 
before  the  convention  which  met  in  February,  1854. 
It  was  the  largest  convention  of  that  party  ever 
held  in  Iowa  and  the  last.  He  was  chosen  as  a  nom- 
inee for  Governor,  was  duly  elected,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1854,  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office.  Shortlj' 
after  his  election  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  go 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  but  lie  gave  his  ad- 
mirers to  understand  that  he  was  determined  to  fill 
the  term  of  office  for  which  he  had  been  chosen. 
This  he  did,  serving  the  full  term  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  all  parties.  He  was  a  faitliful  party 
leader,  and  so  able  were  his  services  that,  while  at 
the  time  of  his  election  as  Governor  Democracy 
reigned  supreme  in  the  State  and  its  representatives 
in  Congi-ess  were  allied  to  the  slave  power,  he 
turned  the  State  over  to  the  Republican  party. 

His  term  of  office  expired  Jan.  14,  1858,  when 
he  retired  from  the  Executive  Chair,  only,  how- 
ever, to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  a  United 
States  Senator.  Upon  the  4th  of  ]\Iarch  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  and  was 
placed  upon  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  upon 
which  he  remained  during  his  Senatorial  career, 
serving  as  Chairman  of  that  important  committee 
from  December,  1864.  Jan.  16,  1864,  Mr.  Grimes 
was  again  chosen  to  represent  Iowa  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  receiving  all  but  six  of  the 
votes  of  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  convention. 

His  counsel  was  often  sought  in  matters  of  great 
moment,  and  in  cases  of  peculiar  difficulty.     Al- 


ways ready  to  promote  the  welfare  Of  the  State,  he 
gave,  unsolicited,  land  wortli  *6,000  to  tlie  Congre- 
gational College,  at  Grinnell.  It  constitutes  the 
"  Grimes  foundation,"  and  "  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  in  Iowa  College, 
forever,  of  four  scholarships,  to  be  awarded  b}'  the 
Trustees,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  faculty,  to 
the  best  scholars,  and  the  most  jjromising,  in  any 
department,  who  may  need  and  seek  such  aid,  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  religious  tenets  or  opin- 
ions entertained  by  an}'  person  seeking  either  of 
said  scholarships."  These  terms  were  imposed  by 
]\Ir.  Grimes,  and  assumed  July  20,  1865,  by  the 
Trustees.  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
LL.D.  in  1865  from  Dartmouth  College,  and  also 
from  Iowa  College.  He  also  aided  in  founding  a 
public  library  in  Burlington,  donating  ijio.llOfl,  which 
was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  costly  books,  and 
subsequently  sent  from  Europe  256  volumes  in  the 
German  language,  and  also  contributed  600  vol- 
umes of  public  documents. 

In  January,  1869,  he  made  a  donation  of  it;5,000 
to  Dartmouth  College,  and  11,000  to  the  "Social 
Friend,"  a  literary  society  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber when  in  college. 

His  health  failing.  Mr.  Grimes  sailed  for  Europe, 
April  14,  1869,  remaining  abroad  two  years, 
reaching  home  Sept.  22,  1871,  apparently  in  im- 
proved health  and  spirits.  In  November  he  cele- 
brated his  silver  wedding,  and  spent  the  closing 
months  of  his  life  with  his  family.  He  voted  at 
the  city  election,  Feb.  5,  1872,  and  was  suddenly 
attacked  with  severe  pains  in  the  region  of  the 
heart,  and  died  after  a  few  short  hours  of  intense 
suffering. 

Senator  Grimes  was  united  in  maniage  at  Bur- 
lington, la.,  Nov.  9,  1846,  witli  Miss  Sarah  P^Iizabeth 
Neally.  Mr.  Grimes  stood  in  the  foremost  ranks 
among  the  men  of  his  time,  not  only  in  the  State 
but  of  the  nation.  The  young  attorney  who  left 
the  granite  hills  of  New  Hampshire  for  the  fertile 
prairies  of  the  West,  distinguished  himself  both  .as 
an  attorney  and  a  statesman.  His  jiersonal  history 
is  so  inseparably  interwoven  in  that  of  the  history 
of  the  State  that  a  sketch  of  his  life  is  indeed  but  a 
record  of  the  history  of  his  adopted  State  during 
the  years  of  his  manhood  and  vigor. 
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.ALPII  p.  LOWE,  the  fourth 
Governor  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  w.'is  born  in  Ohio  in 
the  year  1 80.S,  and  liice  many 
others  of  tiic  distinguished 
men  of  Iowa,  came  within  her 
Ixjrders  in  early  pioneer 
times.  He  was  a  young  man 
but  a  little  over  thirty  j-ears 
of  age  when  he  crossed  the  great 
Father  of  Waters,  settling  upon  its 
western  bank  at  the  tlieu  small  vill- 
age of  Muscatine.  lie  at  once 
identified  himself  with  the  interests 
of  the  growing  cit\%  and  ere  long 
became  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  of  recognized  ability  in 
questions  of  public  piiliey.  lie  was  shortly  after- 
ward chosen  as  a  representative  from  Muscatine 
County  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1844, 
whicli  framed  the  Constitution  which  was  rejected 
b}'  the  people. 

After  this  constitutional  convention,  Mr.  Lowe 
took  no  further  part  in  public  matters  for  a  num- 
ber of  j'ears.  He  removed  to  Lee  County  about 
1849  or '50,  where  he  became  District  Judge  as  a 
successor  to  George  II.  Williams,  who  was  after- 
ward famous  as  President  Grant's  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. He  was  District  Judge  five  years,  from  1852 
to  1857,  being  succeeded  by  Judge  Claggett.  In 
the  summer  of  1857  he  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans for  Governor  of  Iowa,  with  Oran  Faville 
for  Lieutenant-Governor.     The  Democracy  put  in 
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the  field  Benjamin  M.  Samuels  for  Governor  and 
George  Gillaspy  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  There 
was  a  third  ticket  in  the  field,  sujjported  by  the 
American  or  "  Know-Nothing  "  partj^,  and  Ijearing 
the  names  of  T.  F.  Henry  and  Easton  Morris. 
The  election  was  held  in  October,  1857,  and  gave 
Mr.  Lowe  38,4'J8  votes,  against  36,088  for  Mr. 
Samuels,  and  1,006  for  Mr.  Henry. 

Hitherto  the  term  of  office  had  been  four  years, 
Ijut  by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  this  was 
now  reduced  to  two.  Gov.  Lowe  was  inaug- 
urated Jan.  14,  1858,  and  at  once  sent  his  first 
message  to  the  Legislature.  Among  the  measures 
passed  by  this  Legislature  were  bills  to  incorporate 
the  State  Bank  of  Iowa;  to  provide  for  an  agricult- 
ural college;  to  authorize  the  business  of  banking; 
disposing  of  the  land  grant  made  by  Congress  to 
the  Des  JNIoines  Valley  Raih'oad ;  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  an  institution  for  the  education  of 
the  blind,  and  to  provide  for  taking  a  State  census. 

No  events  of  importance  occurred  during  the 
administrati(jn  of  Gov.  Lowe,  but  it  was  not  a 
period  of  uninterrupted  prosperity.  The  Governor 
said  in  his  biennial  message  of  Jan.  10,  1860, 
reviewing  the  i)receeding  two  years:  "The  period 
that  has  elapsed  since  the  last  biennial  session  has 
been  one  of  great  disturbing  causes,  and  of  anxious 
solicitude  to  all  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The 
first  year  of  this  period  was  visited  with  heavy  and 
continuous  rains,  which  reduced  the  measure  of 
our  field  crops  below  one-half  of  the  usual  product, 
whilst  the  financial  revulsion  which  commenced 
upon  the  Atlantic  coast  in  the  autumn  of  1857,  did 
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not  reach  its  climax  for  evil  in  our  borders  until 
the  year  just  past." 

He  referred  at  length  to  the  claim  of  the  State 
against  the  Federal  Government,  and  said  that  he 
had  appealed  in  vain  to  the  Secretary'  of  the  Inte- 
rior for  the  payment  of  the  5  per  cent  upon  the 
military  land  warrants  that  the  State  is  justly  en- 
titled to,  which  then  approximated  to  a  million  of 
dollars.  The  payment  of  this  fund,  he  said,  "  is 
not  a  mere  favor  which  is  asked  of  the  General 
Government,  but  a  subsisting  right  which  could  be 
enforced  in  a  court  of  justice,  were  there  a  tribunal 
of  this  kind  clothed  with  the  requisite  jurisdiction." 

The  subject  of  the  Des  JMoines  River  gi-aut  re- 
ceived from  the  Governor  special  attention,  and  he 
gave  a  history  of  the  operations  of  the  State  author- 
ities in  reference  to  obtaining  the  residue  of  the 
lands  to  which  the  State  was  entitled,  and  other  in- 
formation as  to  the  progi'ess  of  the  work.  He  also 
remarked  "  that  luider  the  act  authorizing  the  Gov- 
ernor to  raise  a  company  of  mounted  men  for  de- 
fense and  protection  of  our  frontier,  approved 
Feb.  9,  1858,  a  company  of  thirty  such  men,  known 
as  the  Frontier  Guards,  armed  and  equipped  as  re- 
quired, were  organized  and  mustered  into  service 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Henrj'  B.  Martin,  of 
Webster  City,  about  the  1st  of  March  then  follow- 
ing, and  were  divided  into  two  companies,  one 
stationed  on  the  Little  Sioux  River,  the  other  at 
Spirit  Lake.  Their  presence  afforded  security  and 
gave  quiet  to  the  settlements  in  that  region,  and 
after  a  service  of  four  months  they  were  disbanded. 

"  Late  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  however,  great 


alarm  and  consternation  was  again  felt  in  the 
region  of  Spirit  Lake  and  Sioux  River  settlements, 
produced  by  the  appearance  of  large  numbers  of 
Indians  on  the  border,  whose  bearing  was  insolent 
and  menacing,  and  who  were  charged  with  clan- 
destinely running  off  the  stock  of  the  settlers. 
The  most  urgent  appeals  came  from  these  settlers, 
invoking  again  the  jirotection  of  the  State.  From 
representations  made  of  the  imminence  of  their 
danger  and  the  losses  already  sustained,  the  Gov- 
ernor summoned  into  the  field  once  more  the 
frontier  guards.  After  a  service  of  four  or  live 
months  they  were  again  dischai-ged,  and  paid  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  the  act  under  which  they  were 
called  out." 

Gov.  Lowe  was  beaten  for  the  renomination 
by  Hon.  S.  J.  Kirkwood,  who  was  considered 
much  the  stronger  man.  To  compensate  him  for 
his  defeat  for  the  second  term.  Gov.  Lowe 
was  appointed  one  of  the  three  Judges  under  the 
new  Constitution.  He  drew  the  short  term,  which 
expired  in  1861,  but  was  returned  and  served,  all 
told,  eight  j'ears.  He  then  returned  to  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  gradually  working  into  a  claim  busi- 
ness at  Washington,  to  which  city  he  removed 
about  1874.  In  that  city  he  died,  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  22,  188.3.  He  had  a  large  familj'.  Carleton, 
one  of  his  sons,  was  an  officer  in  the  Third  Iowa 
Cavalry  during  the  war. 

Gov.  Lowe  was  a  man  of  detail,  accurate  and 
Industrious.  In  private  and  pulilic  life  he  was 
pure,  upright  and  honest.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  inclined  to  be  a  Spiritualist. 
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HE  fifth  Governor  of  Iowa 
was   Samuel    J.    Kirkwood. 
lie  was    lioni    in    Hartfonl 
County,  ]Md.,  on  his  father's 
farm,   Dec.   20,  1813.      His 
father    was    twice    married, 
first  to  a  lad^'  named  Coulson, 
wlio  became  the  mother  of  two 
sons.     After  the  death  of  this 
companion,  the  ekler  Ku'lvwood 
was    united  in    marriage    with 
Mary  Alexander,  who  bore  him 
three  children,  all   of  whom  were 
sons.     Of  this  little  family  Samuel 
was  the  youngest,  and   when  ten 
years  of  age  was  sent  to  Washington  City   to  at- 
tend a  school  taught  by  John  McLeod,  a  relative  of 
the  family.     Here  he  remained  for  four  years,  giv- 
ing diligent  attention  to  his  studies,  at  the  close  of 
which  time  he  entered  a  drug  store  at  Washington 
as  clerk.     In  this  capacity  he  continued  with  the 
exception  of  eighteen  months,  until  he  reached  his 
m.ajority.     During  the  interval  referred  to,  j'oung 
Kirkwood  was  living  the  life  of  a  pedagogue  in 
York  County,  Pa. 

In  the  year  1835,  Samuel  quit  Washington  and 
came  westward  to  Richland  County,  Ohio.  His 
father  and  brother  hatl  preceded  him  from  Mary- 
land, locating  upon  a  timbered  farm  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  Here  Samuel  lent  them  valuable  assistance 
in  clearing  the  farm.  He  was  ambitious  to  enter 
r   the  legal  profession,  and  in  the  year  1841,  an  oppor- 
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tunity  was  afforded  him  to  enter  the  office  of 
Thomas  W.  Bartley,  afterward  Governor  of  Ohio. 
Tiie  following  two  j'ears  he  gave  diligent  applica- 
tion to  his  books,  and  in  1843,  was  admitted  to 
practice  bj'  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio.  He  was 
tlien  fortunate  enough  to  form  an  association  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  with  his  former  pre- 
ceptor, which  relations  continued  for  eiglit  years. 

From  1845  to  1849  he  served  as  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  his  county.  In  1849  he  was  elected 
as  a  Democrat  to  represent  his  county  and  district 
in  the  Constitutional  Convention.  In  1851  Mr. 
Bartley,  his  partner,  having  been  elected  to  the 
Supreme  Judiciary  of  the  State,  Kirkwood  formed 
a  ])artnership  with  Barnabas  Barns,  witli  whom  he 
continued  to  practice  until  the  spring  of  1855, 
when  he  removed  to  the  West. 

Up  to  1854  Mr.  Kirkwood  h.ad  acted  with  the 
Democratic  party.  But  the  measures  proposed  and 
sustained  that  year  by  the  Democracy  in  Congress, 
concentrated  in  what  was  known  as  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Act,  drove  him  with  hosts  of  anti-slavery 
Democrats  out  of  the  party.  He  was  besought  l)y 
the  opposition  in  the  "  Richland  District "  to  be- 
come their  candidate  for  Congress,  but  declined. 
In  1855  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  two  miles 
northwest  of  Iowa  City,  entering  into  a  partnership 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Ezekicl  Clark,  in  the  mill- 
ing business,  and  kept  .aloof  from  public  affairs. 
He  could  not  long  conceal  his  record  and  abilities 
from  his  neighbors,  however,  and  in  1856  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  district  com- 
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posed  of  the  counties  of  Iowa  and  Johnson,  and 
served  in  tlie  last  session  of  the  Legislature  held  at 
Iowa  Cit}'  and  tlie    first  one  held  at  Des  Momes. 

In  1859  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  made  the  standard- 
bearer  of  the  Repulilicans  of  Iowa,  and  though  he 
iiad  as  able  and  jxipular  a  competitor  as  Gen.  A. 
C.  Dodge,  he  was  elected  (iovernor  of  Iowa  by  a 
majority  of  o\'er  ;S,000.  He  was  Inaugurated  Jan. 
11,  18G0.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  first  term 
came  the  great  Civil  AVar.  As  Governor,  dui-ing 
the  darkest  daj's  of  the  Rebellion,  he  performed  an 
exceedingly'  important  duty.  He  secured  a  prompt 
response  lij'  yoluntei'rs  to  all  requisitions  by  the 
Federal  Government  on  the  State  for  troops,  so 
that  during  his  Governorship  no  "draft"  took 
place  in  Iowa,  and  no  regiment,  except  the  first, 
enlisted  for  less  than  three  years.  At  the  same 
time  he  maintained  the  State's  financial  credit. 
The  Legislature,  at  its  extra  session  in  18U1, 
authorized  the  sale  of  J800,000  in  bonds,  to  assist 
in  arming  and  equijjping  troops.  So  frugally  was 
this  work  done,  that  Ijut  $000,000  of  the  bonds 
were  sold,  and  the  remaining  $500,000  not  having 
been  required,  tiie  bonds  reiiresenting  this  amount 
were  destroyed  by  order  of  the  succeeding  Legis- 
lature. 

In  Octoljcr,  1801,  Gov.  Kirkwood  was,  with  com- 
paratively little  opposition,  re-elected — an  honor 
accorded  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
State.  His  majority  was  about  18,000.  During 
his  second  term  he  was  appointed  bj'  President 
Lincoln  to  be  Minister  to  Denmark,  but  he  declined 
to  enter  upon  his  diplomatic  duties  until  the  expir- 
ation of  his  term  as  Governor.  The  position  was 
kept  open  for  him  until  that  time,  but,  when  it 
came,  pressing  pi'ivate  business  compelled  a  declin- 
ation of  the  office  altogether. 

In  January,  1866,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate 
before  the  Legislature  for  United  States  Senator. 
Senator  Harlan  had  resigned  the  Senatorship  upon 


his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  by  President  Lincoln,  just  before  his 
death,  but  had  withdrawn  frtmi  the  cabinet  soon 
after  the  accession  of  Mr.  Johnsi>u  U>  tlie  Presi- 
dency. In  this  way  it  happened  that  the  Legisla- 
ture iiad  two  terms  of  United  States  Senator  to  fill, 
a  short  term  of  two  years,  to  fill  Harlan's  unexpired 
term,  and  a  long  term  of  six  years  to  immediately 
succeed  this;  and  Harlan  had  now  become  a  candi- 
date for  his  own  successorship,  to  which  Kirkwood 
also  aspu-ed.  Ultimatelj',  Kirkwood  was  elected 
for  the  first  and  Harlan  for  the  second  term.  Dur- 
ing his  brief  Senatorial  service,  Kirkwood  did  not 
hesitate  to  measure  swords  with  Senator  Sumner, 
wiiose  natural  egotism  had  begotten  in  him  an  ar- 
rt)gant  and  dict:itorial  manner,  borne  with  humbly 
until  then  by  his  colleagues,  in  deference  to  his 
long  experience  and  eminent  ability,  but  uupalata- 
ble  to  an  independent  AVcstern  Senator  like  Kirk- 
wood. 

At  the  close  of  liis  Senatorial  term,  March  4, 
1867,  lie  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  which  a  few 
years  later  he  relinquished  to  accept  the  Presidency 
of  the  Iowa  City  Savings  Bank.  In  1875  he  was 
again  elected  Governor,  and  was  inaugurated  Jan. 
13,  1876.  He  served  but  little  over  a  year,  as 
early  in  1877  he  was  chosen  United  States  Senator. 
He  filled  this  position  four  j-ears,  resigning  to  be- 
come Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  President  Gar- 
I  field's  Cabinet.  In  this  office  he  was  succeeded, 
April  17,  1882,  by  Henry  M.  Teller,  of  Colorado. 

Gov.  Kirkwood  returned  to  Iowa  City,  his  home, 
where  he  still  resides,  being  now  advanced  in  years. 
He  was  married  in  1813,  to  Miss  Jane  Clark,  a  na- 
tive of  Uiiio. 

In  1886  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  nommated  for  Con- 
gress by  the  Republicans  of  his  district.  Consider- 
able interest  was  manifested  in  the  contest,  as  )iotli 
the  Labor  and  Democratic  parties  had  popular  can- 
didates in  the  field. 


_>►-  A'   4* 


VOKi 


'^Y 


A^. 


(^■^rJ: 


i 


^i^l-4. 


GOVERNORS  OF  IOWA. 


131 


-o*<'-©X®-">*o *- 


ILLIAM  M.  .STONE,  the 
sixth  Governor  of  Iowa,  was 
born  Oct.  14,  1827.  His 
parents,  Truman  and  La- 
ma (Nortli)  Stone,  who 
were  of  English  ancestry', 
moved  to  Lewis  County,  N. 
Y.,  when  AVilliam  was  but  a 
year  okl.  AVilliam's  grandfather,  Aaron 
Stone,  was  in  the  second  war  with  En- 
gland. When  our  subject  was  six  years 
of  age  his  parents  moved  into  Oliio,  lo- 
cating in  Coshocton  County.  Like  many 
other  self-made  men,  William  M.  had  few 
advantages.  He  never  attended  a  scliool 
of  any  kind  more  than  twelve  months. 
In  boyhood  he  was  for  two  seasons  a  team-driver 
on  the  Ohio  Canal.  At  seventeen  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  chairmaker's  trade,  and  he  followed 
that  business  until  he  was  twent3'-three  years  of 
age,  reading  law  meantime  during  his  spare  hours, 
wherever  he  happened  to  be.  He  commenced  at 
Coshocton,  with  James  Mathews,  who  afterward 
became  his  father-in-law;  continued  his  reading 
with  Gen.  Lucius  V.  Pierce,  of  Aki-on,  and  finished 
with  Ezra  B.  Taylor,  of  Ravenna.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  August,  1851,  by  Peter  Hitchcock 
and  Rufus  P.  Ranney,  Supreme  Judges,  holding  a 
term  of  court  at  Ravenna. 


After  practicing  three  years  at  Coshocton  with 
his  old  preceptor,  James  Mathews,  he,  in  November, 
1854,  settled  in  Knoxville,  which  has  remained  his 
home  since.  The  year  after  locating  here  Mr. 
Stone  purchased  the  Knoxville  Jmirnal,  and  was 
one  of  the  i)rime  movers  in  forming  the  Republican 
party  in  Iowa,  being  the  first  editor  to  suggest  a 
State  Convention,  which  met  Feb.  22,  1856,  and 
completed  the  organization.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
same  3'ear  he  was  a  Presidential  elector  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket. 

In  April,  1857,  Mr.  Stone  was  chosen  Judge  of 
the  Eleventh  Judicial  District.  He  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District  when  the  new 
Constitution  went  into  operation  in  1858,  and  was 
serving  on  the  bench  when  the  American  flag  was 
stricken  down  at  Fort  Sumter.  At  that  time, 
April,  1861,  he  was  holding  court  in  Fairfield, 
Jefferson  Count}',  and  when  the  news  came  of  the 
insult  to  the  old  flag  he  immediately  adjourned 
court  and  prepared  for  what  he  believed  to  be  more 
imi)ortant  duties — duties  to  his  country. 

In  May  he  enlisted  as  a  private ;  was  made  Cap- 
tain of  Co.  B,  Third  Iowa  Inf.,  and  was  subse- 
quently jjromoted  to  Major.  With  tliat  regiment 
he  was  at  the  battle  of  Blue  Mill,  Mo.,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  where  he  was  wounded.  At  Shiloh,  the 
following  spring,  he  commanded  the  regiment  and 
was  taken  prisoner.    By  order  of  Jefferson  Davis 
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he  was  paroled  for  the  time  of  forty  days,  with 
orders  to  repair  to  Washington,  and  if  possible 
secure  an  agreement  for  a  cartel  for  a  general  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  to  return  as  a  prisoner  if 
he  did  not  succeed.  Failing  to  secure  that  result 
within  the  ju'riod  specified,  he  returned  to  Rich- 
mond and  had  his  parole  extended  fifteen  days;  re- 
pairing again  to  Washington,  he  effected  his  pur- 
pose and  was  exclianged. 

In  August,  18(J2,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Kirkwood  Colonel  of  the  Twenty-second  Iowa 
Infantry,  which  rendezvousetl  anil  organized  at 
Camp  Pope,  Iowa  Cit^',  the  same  month.  The 
regiment  was  occupied  for  several  months  in  guard- 
ing supply  stores  and  the  railroad,  and  escorting 
supply  trains  to  the  Army  of  the  Southeast  Mis- 
souri until  Jan.  27,  1863,  when  it  received  orders 
to  join  the  arm^'  under  Gen.  Davidson,  at  West 
Plains,  Mo.  After  a  march  of  five  daj's  it  reached 
its  destination,  and  was  brigaded  with  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Twenty-third  Iowa  regiments.  Col.  Stone 
commanding,  and  was  designated  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Army  of  Southeast  Missouri.  April 
1  found  Col.  Stone  at  Millii<en's  Bend,  La.,  to  assist 
Grant  in  tlie  capture  of  A'icksburg.  He  was  now 
in  immediate  command  of  his  regiment,  which 
formed  a  part  of  a  brigade  under  Col.  C.  L.  Harris, 
of  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin.  In  the  advance  upon 
Port  Gibson  Col.  Harris  was  taken  sick,  and  Col. 
Stone  was  again  in  charge  ol  a  brigade.  In  the 
battle  of  Port  Gibson  tlie  Colonel  and  his  com- 
mand distinguished  themselves,  and  were  successful. 


The  brigade  was  in  the  reserve  at  Champion  Hills, 
and  in  active  skirmish  at  Black  River. 

On  the  evening  of  May  21  Col.  Stone  received 
Gen.  Grant's  order  for  a  general  assault  on  the 
enemy's  lines  at  10  A.  M.  on  tlie  22d.  In  this 
charge,  which  was  unsuccessful,  Col.  Stone  was 
again  wounded,  receiving  a  gunshot  in  the  left 
forearm.  Col.  Stone  commanded  a  brigade  until 
the  last  of  August,  when,  being  ordered  to  the  Gulf 
Department,  he  resigned.  He  had  become  very 
popular  with  the  people  of  Iowa. 

He  was  nominated  in  a  Republican  convention, 
held  at  Des  Moines  in  June,  1863,  and  was  elected 
by  a  very  large  majoritj'.  He  was  breveted  Brig- 
adier-General in  1864,  during  his  first  year  as  Gov- 
ernor. He  was  inaugurated  Jan.  14,  1864,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1865,  his  four  years  in  ofKce  closing 
Jan.  16,  1868.  His  majority  in  1863  was  nearly 
30,000,  and  in  1865  about  16,500.  His  diminished 
vote  in  1865  was  due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  very 
strongly  Cf)inmittcd  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage. 

Gov.  Stone  made  a  ver^'  energetic  and  efficient 
Executive.  Since  the  exjiiration  of  his  gubernatorial 
term  he  lias  sought  to  escape  the  public  notice,  and 
has  given  his  time  to  his  private  business  interests. 
He  is  in  partnership  with  Hon.  0.  B.  Ayres,  of 
Knoxville,  in  legal  practice. 

He  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1877, 
and  served  one  term. 

In  May,  1857,  he  married  Miss  Carloact  Mathews, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  then  residing  in  Knoxville.  They 
have  one  son — William  A. 
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AMUEL  MERRILL,  Governor 
from  18G8  to  1872,  was  born 
in  Oxford  County,  Maine, 
Aug.  7,  1822.  He  is  a  de- 
scendant on  his  mother's  side 
of  Peter  Hill,  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Maine 
in  1653.  From  this  ancestry  have 
sprung  most  of  the  Hills  in  Ameri- 
ca. On  his  father's  side  he  is  a  de- 
cendant  of  Nathaniel  Merrill,  who 
came  from  England  in  l(j.')6,and  lo- 
cated in  Massachusetts.  Nathaniel 
had  a  son,  Daniel,  who  in  turn  had 
a  son  named  John,  and  lie  in  turn 
begat  a  son  called  Thomas.  The 
latter  was  born  Dec.  18,  1 708.  On  the  4th  of  Aug- 
ust, 1728,  was  born  to  him  a  son,  Samuel,  who  was 
married  and  had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  one  of 
whom,  Abel,  was  taken  by  his  father  to  Boston  in 
1750.  Abel  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Page,  who 
liad  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Abel,  Jr.,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  married  Abigail  Hill 
June  25,  1809,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, Samuel  being  the  youngest  but  one.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  Samuel  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Buxton,  Maine,  the  native  place  of  his  mother, 
where  his  time  was  employed  in  turns  in  teaching 
and  attending  school  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
Having  determined  to  make  teaching  a  profession, 
and  feeling  that  the  South  offered  better  opportu- 
nities, he  immediately  set  out  for  that  section.     He 
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remained,  however,  but  a  short  time,  as  he  says  "he 
was  born  too  far  North."  Suspicion  having  been 
raised  as  to  his  abolition  principles  and  finding  the 
element  not  altogether  congenial,  he  soon  abandoned 
the  sunny  South  and  went  to  the  old  Granite  State, 
where  the  next  several  years  were  spent  in  farming. 
In  1847  he  moved  to  Tam worth,  N.  H.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  company  with 
a  brother,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  Not 
being  satisfied  with  the  limited  resources  of  North- 
ern New  England  he  determined  to  try  his  good 
fortune  on  the  broad  jirairies  of  the  fertile  West. 

It  was  in  the  year  1856  that  Mr.  Merrill  turned 
his  face  toward  the  setting  sun,  finding  a  desirable 
location  near  McGregor,  Iowa,  where  he  established 
a  branch  house  of  the  old  firm.  The  population  in- 
creased, as  also  did  their  trade,  and  their  house  be- 
came one  of  the  most  extensive  wholesale  establish- 
ments on  the  Upper  Mississippi.  During  all  these 
years  of  business  Mr.  Merrill  took  an  active  part  in 
politics.  In  1854  he  was  chosen  on  the  abolition 
ticket  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
following  year  he  was  again  returned  to  the  Legis- 
lature, and  doubtless  had  he  remained  in  that  State 
would  have  risen  still  higher.  In  coming  to  Iowa 
his  experience  and  ability  were  demanded  by  his 
neighbors,  and  he  was  here  called  into  puljlic  serv- 
ice. He  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  and  though 
assembled  with  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his 
time,  took  a  leading  part  in  the  imjjortant  services 
demanded  of  that  body.  The  Legislature  was  con- 
vened in  an  extra  session  of  1861,  to  provide  for 
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the  exigencies  of  tlie  Rebellion,  and  in  its  deliber- 
ations Mr.  Merrill  took  an  active  pai't. 

In  the  summer  of  18G2,  Mr.  Merrill  was  commis- 
sioned Colonel  of  the  21st  Iowa  Infantry,  and  im- 
mediately went  to  the  front.  At  the  time  Marma- 
duke  was  menacing  the  Union  forces  in  Missouri, 
which  called  for  i)r()uipt  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Union  Generals,  Col.  Merrill  was  placed  in  com- 
mand, with  detachments  of  the  21st  Iowa  and  99th 
Illinois,  a  portion  of  the  3d  Iowa  Cavalry  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  with  orders  to  make  a  forced 
march  to  Springfield,  he  being  at  the  time  eighty 
miles  distant.  On  the  morning  of  Jan.  11,  18G3, 
he  came  across  a  body  of  Confederates  who  were 
advancing  in  iieavy  force.  Immediate  preparations 
for  battle  were  made  l)y  Ct>l.  Merrill,  and  after  l)risk- 
ly  firing  for  an  hour,  the  enemy  fell  back.  Merrill 
then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Ilartville.  where  he 
found  the  enemy  in  force  under  Marmaduke,  being 
about  eight  thousand  strong,  while  Merrill  had  but 
one-tenth  of  that  number.  A  hot  struggle  ensued 
in  which  the  Twenty-tlrst  distinguished  itself.  The 
Confederate  loss  was  several  officers  and  three  hun- 
dred men  killed  and  wounded,  while  the  Union  loss 
was  but  seven  killed  and  sixty-four  wounded.  The 
following  winter  the  regiment  performed  active 
service,  taking  part  in  the  campaign  of  Vicksburg. 
It  fought  under  McClernand  at  Port  Gibson,  and 
while  making  the  famous  charge  of  Black  River 
Bridge,  Col.  ^Merrill  was  severely  wou]ided  through 
the  hip.  He  was  laid  up  from  the  17th  of  May  to 
January,  when  he  again  joined  his  regiment  in 
Texas,  and  in  June,  1804,  on  account  of  suffering 
from  his  wound,  resigned  and  returned  to  Mc- 
Gregor. In  1867  Mr.  Merrill  was  chosen  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  being  elected  upon  the  Rei)ub- 
lican  ticket,  lie  served  with  such  satisfaction,  that 
in  1809  he  was  re-nomiuated  and  accordingly 
elected. 

Under  the  administration  of  Gov.  MerriD, 
the  movement  for  the  erection  of  the  new  State 
House  was  inaugurated.  The  Thirteenth  General 
Assembl}'  provided  for  the  building  at  a  cost  of 
$1,500,000,  and  made  an  appropriation  with  which 
to  begin  the  work  of  ¥l.ji),000.  With  this  sum  the 
work  was  begun,  and  Nov.  23,  1871,  the  comer 
stoue  was  laid  in  the  presence  of  citizens  from  all 
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parts  of  the  State.  On  this  occasion  the  Governor 
delivered  the  address.  It  was  an  historical  view  of 
the  incidents  culminating  in  the  laliors  of  the  day. 
It  was  replete  with  historical  facts,  showed  patient 
research,  was  logical  and  ai'gumentative,  and  at  times 
eloquent  with  the  fire  and  genius  of  American  pa- 
triotism. It  is  a  paper  worthy  of  the  occasion, 
and  does  justice  to  the  head  and  heart  that  con- 
ceived it. 

During  the  gubernatorial  career  of  Gov.  Mer- 
rill, extending  through  two  terms,  from  Janu- 
ary, 1868,  to  January,  1872,  he  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and 
probably  no  incumbent  of  that  office  ever  devoted 
himself  more  earnestly  to  the  public  good,  stand- 
ing liy  the  side  of  Gov.  Fairchild,  of  Wisconsin. 
The  two  were  instrumental  in  placing  the  slack- 
water  navigation  Ijetween  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Lakes  in  the  way  of  ultimate  and  certain  success. 
The  Governor  treated  this  subject  to  great  length 
and  with  marked  al)ility  in  his  message  to  the  Thir- 
teenth (ieneral  Assemblj',  and  so  earnest  was  he  in 
behalf  of  this  improvement,  that  he  again  discussed 
it  in  his  message  to  the  Fourteenth  General  Assem- 
blj'.  In  the  instigation  of  the  work  the  Governors 
of  the  different  States  interested,  called  conventions, 
and  through  the  deliberations  of  these  assemblies 
the  aid  of  the  General  Government  was  secured. 

Samuel  Alerrill  was  first  married  to  Catherine 
Thomas,  who  died  in  1847,  fourteen  months  after 
their  marriage.  In  Janu.ary,  1851,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  a  Miss  Hill,  of  Buxton,  Maine. 
She  liecame  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  died  3'oung,  the  eldest  living  to  be  only  two 
and  a  half  years  old. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  public  service  he  re- 
turned to  McGregor,  but  shortly-  afterwaril  removed 
to  Des  Moines,  where  he  is  now  residing,  and  is 
President  of  the  Citizens'  National  Bank. 

Thus  briefli'  have  been  pointed  out  the  leading 
featui-es  in  the  life  of  one  of  Iowa's  most  promi- 
nent citizens,  and  one  who  has  made  an  honorable 
record  both  in  public  positions  and  private' enter- 
prises. He  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  city  where  he 
resides  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  faithful  rep- 
resentatives of  the  sons  of  New  England.  In  stat- 
ure he  is  fully  six  feet  high  and  finely  proportioned. 
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'  YRUS  CLAY  CARPENTER, 

Governor  of  Iowa  from  1872 
to  1875,  inclusive,  was  born 
in  Susquehanna  County,  Pa., 
Nov.  24,  1829.  He  was  left 
an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  his 
mother  (lying  when  he  was  at 
the  age  of  ten  j'ears,  and  his  father  two 
years  later.  He  was  left  in  destitute 
circumstances,  and  went  first  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  clothier,  which,  however, 
he  abandoned  after  a  few  months,  and 
engaged  with  a  farmer,  giving  a  term 
in  the  winter,  however,  to  attendance 
upon  the  district  school.  .AVhen  eighteen 
he  began  teaching  school,  and  the  fol- 
lowing four  years  divided  his  time  between  teach- 
ing and  attending  the  academy  at  Hartford.  At 
the  conclusion  of  this  period  he  went  to  Ohio, 
whei-e  he  engaged  as  a  teacher  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  spending  the  summer  at  farm  work. 

In  the  year  1854  Mr.  Carpenter  came  further 
westward,  visiting  many  points  in  Illinois  and 
Iowa,  arriving  at  Des  Moines,  then  a  village  of 
some  1 ,200  inhabitants.  This  place,  however,  not 
offering  a  favorable  location,  he  proceeded  on  his 
journey,  arriving  in  Fort  Dodge  June  28,  1854. 
Owing  to  his  being  without  funds  he  was  compelled 
to  travel  on  foot,  in  which  way  the  journey  to  Fort 
Dodge  was  made,  with  his  entire  worldly  posses- 
sions in  a  carpet-sack  which  he  carried  in  his  hand. 
He  soon  found  employment  at  Fort  Dodge,  as  as- 
sistant to  a  Government  surveyor.    This  work  be- 


ing  completed,  young  Carpenter  assisted  his  land- 
lord in  cutting  hay,  but  soon  secured  another 
position  as  a  surveyor's  assistant.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  following  January  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  at  Fort  Dodge,  but  in  the  spring  was 
employed  to  take  charge  of  a  set  of  surveyors  in 
surveying  the  counties  of  Emmet   and   Kossuth. 

On  his  return  to  Fort  Dodge  he  found  the  laud- 
offlce,  which  had  been  established  at  that  place, 
was  about  to  open  for  the  sale  of  land.  Being 
familiar  with  tlie  countr}'  and  the  location  of  the 
best  land,  he  opened  a  private  land-office,  and 
found  constant  and  profitable  employment  for  the 
following  three  years,  in  platting  and  surveying 
lands  for  those  seeking  homes.  During  this  period 
he  became  extensively  known,  and,  being  an  active 
Republican,  he  was  chosen  as  a  standard-bearer  for 
his  section  of  the  State.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  the  autumn  of  1857.  In  1861,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  volunteered 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Commissary  of  Sub- 
sistence, much  of  the  time  being  Chief  Commissary 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  IGth  Army  Corps.  In  1804 
he  was  promoted  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  assigned 
to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Logan,  as  Chief  Com- 
missary of  the  15th  Army  Corps.  He  continued  in 
the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in 
August,  1865,  was  mustered  out. 

Upon  the  close  of  his  service  to  his  country  he 
returned  to  his  home  at  Fort  Dodge,  but,  owing  to 
so  many  changes  which  had  taken  place,  and  such 
an  influx  of  enterprising  men  into  the  city,  he 
found  his  once  prosperous  business  in  the  hands  of 
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others.  He  turned  his  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  a  piece  of  land,  where  he  remained  until 
his  election,  in  the  autumn  of  18CG,  as  Register  of 
the  State  Land-Office.  He  was  re-elected  in  1868, 
and  refused  the  nomination  in  1870.  This  position 
took  him  to  Des  Moines,  but  in  1870  he  returned 
to  Fort  Dodge.  During  the  summer  of  the  follow- 
ing j-ear  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  jwrty 
for  Governor.  He  was  elected,  and  inaugurated  as 
Chief  Executive  of  Iowa  Jan.  11,  1872.  In  1873 
he  was  renominated  by  his  part}',  and  October  14 
of  that  3'ear  was  re-elected,  his  inauguration  taking 
place  Jan.  27,  1874.  Gov.  Carpenter  was  an  able, 
pojndar  and  faithful  Executive,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  honest,  prominent  and  unselfish 
officials  the  State  ever  had.  Plain,  unassuming, 
modest,  he  won  his  pulilic  position  more  through 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  friends  than  by  any  personal 
effort  or  desire  of  his  own.  Everywhere,  at  all 
times  and  upon  all  occasions,  he  demonstrated  tliat 
the  confidence  of  his  friends  was  justified.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  great  question  of  monopolies 
and  transportation  evils,  which  during  his  adminis- 
tration were  so  prominent,  doing  much  to  secure 
wise  legislation  in  these  respects. 

Gov.  Carpenter  has  been  regarded  as  a  public 
speaker  of  more  than  ordinary  abilitj^,  and  has 
upon  many  occasions  been  the  orator,  and  always 
appreciated  by  the  people. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  as  Governor 
Mr.  Carpenter  was  appointed  Second  Comptroller 
of  the  United  States  Treasiu-y,  which  position  he 
resigned  after  a  service  of  fifteen  months.  This 
step  was  an  evidence  of  his  unselfishness,  as  it  was 
taken  because  another  Bureau  officer  was  to  be  dis- 
missed, as  it  was  held  that  Iowa  had  more  heads  of 
Burf^aus  than  she  was  entitled  to,  and  his  resigning 
an  office  of  the  higher  grade  saved  the  position  to 
another.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and 
served  with  ability,  and  in  the  Twentieth  General 
Assembly  of  Iowa  he  represented  AVebster  County. 

Gov.  Carpenter  was  married,  in  March,  1864,  to 
Miss  Susan  Burkholder,  of  Fort  Dodge.  No  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  but  they  have  reared 
a  niece  of  Mrs.  Carpenter's. 

During  his  entire  life  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  de- 
voted to  the  principles  of  Reform  and   the   best 


interests  of  all  classes  of  citizens  who,  by  adoption 
or  by  birth-right,  are  entitled  to  a  home  upon  our 
soil  and  the  protection  of  our  laws,  under  the  gi-eat 
charter  of  "  Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuit  of  Hap- 
piness." In  an  address  in  1852  he  took  advanced 
views  upon  the  leading  subjects  of  public  interest. 
He  had  already  laid  the  foundation  for  that  love  of 
freedom  which  afterwards  found  an  ample  field  of 
labor  with  the  Republican  party.  There  was  noth- 
ing chimerical  in  his  views.  He  looked  at  every 
strata  of  human  society,  and,  from  the  wants  of  the 
masses,  wiseljr  devined  duty  and  prophesied  destiny. 
He  would  have  the  people  of  a  free  Republic  edu- 
cated in  the  spirit  of  the  civilization  of  the  age. 
Instead  of  cultivating  a  taste  h  c  a  species  of  liter- 
ature tending  directly  to  degrade  the  mind  and 
deprave  tlie  heart,  therebj'  leading  back  to  a  state 
of  superstition  and  consequent  barbarism,  he  would 
cultivate  principles  of  temperance,  industry  and 
economj'  in  every  youthful  mind,  as  the  indispens- 
able ingi'edients  of  good  citizens,  or  subjects  upon 
whose  banner  will  be  inscribed  Liberty,  Equality, 
Fraternity. 

Thus  early  in  life  Mr.  Carpenter  saw  the  destined 
tendency  of  our  American  institutions,  and  the  ad- 
vancing civilization  of  the  age.  He  saw  it  in  the 
peace  congress,  whose  deliberations  have  made  the 
Rhine  thrice  immortal.  He  saw  it  in  the  prospect- 
ive railway,  which  he  believed  would  one  day 
unite  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  with  those  of  the 
Pacific — a  fact  realized  by  the  construction  of  the 
great  continental  railway. 

It  was  thus  early  that  he  began  to  studj-  the 
wants  of  the  world,  and  with  what  clearness  and 
directness  may  be  seen  by  the  correctness  of  his 
vision  and  the  accomplishment  of  what  he  consid- 
ered an  inevitable  necessity. 

Thus,  gi'owing  up  into  manhood,  and  passing  on- 
ward in  the  rugged  pathway  of  time,  disciplined  in 
political  economy  and  civil  ethics  in  the  stern 
school  of  experience,  he  was  prepared  to  meet  every 
emergency  with  a  steady  hand ;  to  bring  order  out 
of  discord,  and  insure  harmony  and  prosperity. 

Gov.  Carpenter  is  now  engaged  in  the  quiet  pur- 
suits  of  farm  life,  residing  at  Fort  Dodge,  where 
he  is  highly  esteemed  as  one  of  her  purest  minded 
and  most  upright  citizens. 
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OSHUA  G.  NEWBOLD,  the 

ninth  Governor  of  Iowa,  is 
a  native  of  Penns3ivania. 
He  comes  from  that  excellent 
stock  knowi  as  the  Friends, 
who  very  early  settled  in 
New  Jersey.  Joshua  G.  is  the 
son  of  Barzilla  and  Catherine 
(House)  Newbold,  and  was  born 
in  Fayette  County,  May  12, 
1830.  He  was  born  a  farmer's 
l>oy  and  was  reared  in  tlie  vigor- 
ous employment  of  farm  work. 
When  he  was  eight  years  of  age  tlie 
family  moved  to  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  where,  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  a  select  school  or  academy,  young 
Newbold  received  his  education.  AVhen  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  accompanied  the  family  on  their  re- 
turn to  Fayette  County.  Here  for  the  following 
eight  years  he  assisted  his  father  in  running  a  flour- 
ing-mill  as  well  as  devoting  much  of  his  time  to 
teaching  school.  When  about  nineteen  years  of 
age  our  subject  liegan  the  study  of  medicine,  de- 
voting much  of  his  time  while  teaching  to  his  med- 
ical books.  He,  however,  abandoned  the  idea  of 
becoming  a  ph^-sician  and  turned  his  attention  to 
different  walks  in  life. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1854,  Mr.  Newbold  re- 
moved to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm,  now  partly  in 
the  corporation  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry  County. 
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At  the  end  of  one  year  he  removed  to  Cedar 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  there  merchandising 
and  farming  till  about  18G0,  when  he  removed  to 
Hillsboro,  Henry  County,  and  pursued  the  same 
callings. 

In  1862,  when  the  call  was  made  for  600,000  men 
to  finish  the  work  of  crushing  the  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Newbold  left  his  farm  in  the  hands  of  his  family 
and  his  store  in  charge  of  liis  partner,  and  went  into 
the  army  as  Captain  of  Company  C,  25th  Regiment 
of  Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  nearlj'  three  years, 
resigning  just  before  the  war  closed,  on  account  of 
disability.  During  the  last  two  or  three  months  he 
served  at  the  South  he  filled  the  position  of  Judge 
Advocate,  with  headquarters  at  Woodville,  Ala. 

His  regiment  was  one  of  those  that  made  Iowa 
troops  famous.  It  arrived  at  Helena,  Ark.,  in 
November,  1862,  and  sailed  in  December  following 
on  the  expedition  against  Vicksburg  by  way  of 
Chickasaw  Bayou.  At  the  latter  place  was  its  first 
engagement.  Its  second  was  at  Arkansas  Post,  and 
there  it  suffered  severelj',  losing  in  killed  and 
wounded  more  than  sixty. 

After  Lookout  Mountain  it  joined  in  the  pursuit 
of  Bragg's  flying  forces  to  Ringgold,  where  it  en- 
gaged the  enemy  in  their  strong  works,  November 
27,  losing  twenty-nine  wounded.  The  following 
year  it  joined  Sherman  in  his  Atlanta  Campaign, 
then  on  the  famous  march  to  the  sea  and  through 
the  Carolinas. 

On  returning  to  Iowa  he  continued  in  the  mer> 
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eantile  trade  at  Hillsboro  for  three  or  four  years, 
and  then  sold  out,  giving  thereafter  his  whole  at- 
tention to  agriculture,  stock-raising  and  stock-deal- 
ing, making  tiie  stock  department  an  important 
factor  in  his  business  for  several  years.  Mr.  New- 
bold  was  a  member  of  the  1 3th,  1 4th  and  1 5th  Gen- 
eral Assemblies,  representing  Henry  County,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  in  the  14th, 
and  of  tlie  committee  on  appropriations  in  tlie  15th 
General  Assembly.  In  the  15th  (1874)  he  was  tem- 
porary Speaker  during  the  deadlock  in  organizing 
the  House.  In  1875  he  was  elected  Lieutenant 
Governor  on  the  Republican  ticket  with  Samuel  J. 
Kirkwood. 

His  Democratic  compeiitor  was  E.  D.  Woodward, 
who  received  93,060  votes.  Mr.  Newbold  received 
134,166,  or  a  majority  of  31,106.  Governor  Kirk- 
wood being  elected  United  States  Senator  during 
that  session,  Mr.  Newbold  became  Governor,  taking 
the  chair  Feb.  1,  1877,  and  vacating  it  for  Gov. 
Gear  in  Januarj',  1878. 

Gov.  Newbold's  message  to  the  Legislature 
in  1878,  shows  painstaking  care  and  a  clear,  busi- 
ness-like view  of  the  interests  of  the  State.  His 
recommendations  were  carefully  considered  and 
largely  adopted.  The  State's  finances  were  then  in 
a  less  creditable  condition  than  ever  before  or 
since,  as  there  was  an  increasing  floating  debt,  then 
amounting  to  $340,826.56,  more  than  $90,000  in 
excess  of  the  Constitutional  limitation.  Said  Gov. 
Newbold  in  his  message :  "  The  commonwealth 
ought  nrtt  to  set  an  example  of  dilatoriness 
in  meeting  its  obligations.  Of  all  forms  of  indebt- 
edness, that  of  a  floating  character  is  the  most  ob- 
jectionable.    The  uncertainty  as  to  its  amount  will 


invariably  enter  into  any  computation  made  l)y  per- 
sons contracting  with  the  State  for  supplies,  mater- 
ial or  labor.  To  remove  the  present  difliculty,  and 
to  avert  its  recurrence,  I  look  upon  as  the  most  im- 
portant work  that  will  demand  your  attention." 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  before  statesmen  is 
that  of  equal  and  just  taxation.  The  following 
recommendation  shows  that  Gov.  Newliold  was 
abreast  with  foremost  thinkers,  for  it  proposes  a 
step  which  yearlj-  finds  more  favor  with  the  people : 
"  The  inequalities  of  the  personal-property  valu- 
ations of  the  several  counties  suggest  to  mj'  mind 
the  propriety  of  so  adjusting  the  State's  levy  as  to 
require  the  counties  to  pay  into  the  State,  treasury 
only  the  tax  on  realt}',  leaving  the  corresponding 
tax  on  personalty  in  the  county  treasury.  This 
would  rest  with  each  county  the  adjustment  of  its 
own  personal  property  valuations,  without  fear  that 
they  might  be  so  high  as  to  work  injustice  to  itself 
in  comparison  with  other  counties." 

Gov.  Newliold  has  alwaj's  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  holds  to  its  great  cardinal 
doctrines,  having  once  embraced  them,  witli  the 
same  sincerity  and  honesty  that  he  cherislios  his  re- 
ligious sentiments.  He  has  been  a  Christian  for 
something  like  twenty -five  years,  his  connection  be- 
ing with  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church.  He  found 
his  wife,  R;ichel  Farquhar,  in  Fayette  Count}-,  Pa., 
their  union  taking  place  on  the  2d  of  May,  1850. 
They  have  had  five  children  and  lost  two.  The 
names  of  the  living  are  Mary  Allene,  Emma 
Irene  and  George  C. 

The  Governor  is  not  yet  an  old  man.  and  may 
serve  his  State  or  county  in  other  capacities  in  the 
coming  years. 
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OHN  II.  GEAR,  the  tenth 
gentleman  to  occupy  the 
j;xocutive  Chair  of  Iowa,  is 
still  a  resident  of  Burlington. 
He  is  a  native  of  tlie  Empire 
State,  where  in  the  citj'  of 
Ithica,  April  7,  1 825,  he  was  born. 
Rev.  E.  G.  Gear,  his  father,  was 
born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in 
1792,  and  became  a  distinguished 
clergj-man  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  His  family  liad 
removed  with  him,  while  he  was 
still  young,  to  Pittsfield,  IMass.,  and 
in  the  year  1816,  after  his  ordina- 
tion as  a  clergyman  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  lie  went  to  New  York 
and  located  at  Onondaga  Ilill  near 
t|  the  city  of  Syracuse.  Shortly  after 
this  settlement,  the  young  minister 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Jliranda  F,.  Cook.  After  serving 
various  congregations  in  Western 
New  York  for  many  years,  he  de- 
(  termined  to  become  a  pioneer  in 
Northern  Illinois,  which  at  the  time,  in  the  year 
1836,  was  being  rapidly  settled  np.  He  found  a 
desiral)le  h)cation  at  Galena  where  he  remained  un- 
til 1838,  when  he  received  the  appointment  as 
Chaplain  in  the  United  States  army  w^hile  locate<l 
at  Fort  Snelling,  IMinn. 
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He  lived  a  long  and  act- 
ive life,  doing  much  good,  quitting  his  labors  in 


the  year  1874,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty -two 
years. 

The  only  son  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Gear 
was  J.  II.,  afterward  the  distinguished  Governor  of 
Iowa.  As  above  stated  the  birth  occurred  in  1825. 
In  1843,  when  still  a  j'oung  man,  he  came  West  to 
Burlington,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside, 
her  most  distinguished  citizen.  Shortly  after  his 
arrival  in  the  j'oung  city,  he  embarked  in  his  mer- 
cantile career,  engaging  at  the  time  with  the  firm 
i)f  Bridgman  &  Bros.,  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk. 
Remaining  with  this  firm  for  a  little  over  a  year, 
lie  left  them  for  an  engagement  with  W.  F.  Cool- 
liaugh,  who  at  one  time  was  President  of  the 
Union  National  Bank,  of  Chicago,  and  who  at  that 
early  period  was  the  leading  merchant  of  Eastern 
Iowa.  He  served  Mr.  Coolbaugh  so  faithfull^^,  and 
with  such  marked  ability  for  the  following  five 
years,  that,  when  desirous  of  a  partner  in  his  busi- 
ness, the  wealthy  merchant  could  find  no  one  in 
whom  he  could  place  greater  confidence  and  with 
whom  he  could  trust  his  extensive  business  rela- 
tions that  pleased  him  better  than  the  young  clerk. 
Accordingly  he  was  associated  as  a  partner  under 
the  firm  name  of  W.  F.  Coolbaugh  &  Co.  Under 
this  arrangement  the  firm  did  a  iDrosperous  busi- 
ness for  the  following  five  years,  when  Mr.  Gear 
purchased  the  entire  business,  which  he  carried  on 
with  marked  success  until  he  became  known  as  the 
oldest  wholesale  grocer  in  the  State.  He  is  at  present, 
besides  filling  other  prominent  busincs  relations, 
President  of  the  Rolling  IMill  Co.,  of  G^lesburg. 
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Mr.Gear  has  been  honored  by  his  fc-ilow-citizens 
with  many  positions  of  trust.  In  1852  he  was 
elected  Alderman;  in  1863  was  elected  Mayor 
over  A.  W.  Carpenter,  being  the  first  Republican 
up  to  that  time  who  had  been  elected  in  Burlington 
on  a  party  issue.  In  1867  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Minnesota  Railroad  Company  was  organ- 
ized, and  he  was  chosen  as  its  President.  His  ef- 
forts highly  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, which  did  much  for  Burlington.  He  was 
also  active  in  promoting  the  Burlington  &  South- 
western Railway,  as  well  as  the  Burlington  &  North- 
western narrow-gauge  road. 

He  has  always  acted  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  1871  was  nominated  and  elected  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th 
General  Assembly.  In  1873  he  Was  elected  to  the 
15th  General  Assembly.  The  Republican  cau- 
cus of  the  House  nominated  him  for  Speaker  by 
acclamation,  and  after  a  contest  of  two  weeks  he 
was  chosen  over  his  opponent,  J.  W.  Dixon.  He 
filled  the  position  of  Speaker  very  acceptably,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  session  all  the  members  of  the 
House,  independent  of  party  affiliations,  joined  in 
signing  their  names  to  a  resolution  of  thanks,  which 
was  engi'aved  and  presented  to  him.  In  1875  he 
was  the  third  time  nominated  to  the  Assembly  by 
the  Republican  party,  and  while  his  county  gave  a 
large  Democratic  vote  he  was  again  elected.  He 
was  also  again  nominated  for  Speaker  by  the  Re- 
publican caucus,  and  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
majority  over  his  competitor,  Hon.  John  Y.  Stone. 
He  is  the  only  man  in  the  State  who  ever  had  the 
honor  of  being  chosen  to  this  high  position  a  sec- 
ond time.  He  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an 
able  parliamentarian,  his  rulings  never  having  been 
appealed  from.  At  the  close  of  the  session  he 
again  received  the  imanimous  thanks  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  his  courtesy  and  impartiality, 
and  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
he  had  presided  over  that  body. 

In  1877  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the 
Republican  convention  which  met  at  Des  Moines, 
June  28,  and  at  the  election  held  the  following 
October  he  received  121,546  votes,  against  79,353 
for  John  P.  Irish,  10,639  for  Elias  Jessup  and  38,- 
228  for  D.  P.  Stubbs.    His  plurality  over  Irish 


was  42,103.  He  was  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1878^ 
and  served  four  years,  being  re-elected  in  1879  by 
the  following  handsome  vote:  Gear,  157,571; 
Trimble,  85,056  ;  Campbell,  45,439;  Dungan,  3,258, 
Gear's  majority  over  all  competitors,  23,828.  His 
second  inauguration  occurred  in  January  of  the 
year  1880. 

Gov.  Gear's  business  habits  enabled  him  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  office  with  marked  ability. 
He  found  the  financial  condition  of  the  State  at  a 
low  ebb,  but  raised  Iowa's  credit  to  that  of  the 
best  of  our  States.  In  his  last  biennial  message  he 
was  able  to  report:  "The  warrants  out-standing, 
but  not  bearing  interest,  Sept.  30,  1881,  amounted 
to  $22,093.74,  and  there  are  now  in  the  treasury 
ample  funds  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
State.  The  war  and  defense  debt  has  been  paid, 
except  the  warrants  for  $125,000  negotiated  by  the 
Executive,  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  under  the  law 
of  the  18th  General  Assembly,  and  $2,500  of 
the  original  bonds  not  yet  presented  for  pay- 
ment. The  only  other  debt  owing  by  the  State 
amounts  to  $245,435.19,  due  to  the  permanent* 
school  fund,  a  portion  of  which  is  made  irredeem 
able  by  the  Constitution.  These  facts  place  Iowa 
practically  among  the  States  which  have  no  debt, 
a  consideration  which  must  add  much  to  her  repu 
tation.  The  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  last  two 
years  are  less  than  those  of  any  other  period  since 
1869,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
State  is  to-day  sustaining  several  Institiitions  not 
then  in  existence;  namely,  the  hospital  at  Inde- 
pendence, the  additional  penitentiary,  the  Normal 
School  and  the  asylum  for  the  feeble-minded  chil- 
dren, besides  the  girl's  department  of  the  reform 
school.  The  State  also,  at  present,  makes  provision 
for  fish  culture,  for  a  useful  weather  service,  for 
sanitary  supervision  l)y  a  Board  of  Health,  for  en- 
couraging immigi'ation  to  the  State,  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  coal  mines  )jy  a  State  Inspector,  and  liber- 
ally for  the  military  arm  of  the  Government." 

Gov.  Gear  is  now  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his 
age,  and  is  in  the  full  vigor  of  both  his  mental  and 
physical  faculties.  He  was  married  in  1852  to 
Harriet  S.  Foot,  formerly  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
bury,  Vermont,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living. 
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'^-XK  of  the  most  distinguished 
gentlemen  who  Avas  ever 
honored  with  the  position 
of  Chief  Executive  of  the 
State  is  Buren  R.  Slicrman, 
the  eleventh  Governor  of 
ilu)  is  a  native  of  New  York. 
It  was  in  the  town  of  Phelps,  in  On- 
tario County,  that  lu;  was  bom  to  his 
parents,  Phincas  L.  and  Eveline 
(Robinson)  Sherman,  on  the  2Hth  of 
Ma}',  1836,  and  was  the  third  son  of 
a  distinguished  family  of  children. 
His  parents  were  likewise  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  Buren  R.  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  but  was  suljsequently 
given  advantages  of  the  schools  at  Almira,  N.  Y., 
where  he  acquired  a  very  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  English  branches.  His  father,  who  was  a  me- 
chanic, advised  him  at  the  close  of  his  studies  to 
apprentice  himself  to  learn  some  trade.  He  ac- 
cordingly made  such  arrangements  with  S.  Aj'ers,  of 
Almira,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  watchmaker.  In 
1855,  however,  he  left  this  position  and  joined  Iiis 
familj' on  their  removal  to  the  then  new  State  of 
Iowa.  They  settled  upon  a  piece  of  unbroken  prai- 
rie land  on  what  is  now  Geneseo  Township,  Tama 
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County,  his  father  having  previously  purchased 
land  from  the  Government.  Here  Buren  R.  labored 
diligently  in  developing  his  father's  fields,  devoting, 
however,  leisure  hours  which  he  was  granted,  to  the 
study  of  law.  Before  leaving  his  p]astern  home  he 
had  decided  upon  that  profession  and  began  its 
study  while  yet  in  Almira.  He  soon  secured  a  po- 
sition as  a  book-keeper  in  a  neighboring  town,  and 
with  the  wages  earned  there,  materially  assisted  his 
f.ather  in  the  development  of  their  home  farm.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  applied  himself  diligently  to 
the  study  of  his  books,  and  so  studious  had  he 
been  that  in  the  summer  of  1859,  he  was  enabled 
to  pass  a  creditable  examination  and  to  be  admitted 
to  the  bar.  The  following  spring  the  young  attor- 
ney moved  to  Yinton,  hung  out  his  shingle  and  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  associated 
with  Hon.  William  Smj'tli,  formerly  District  Judge, 
and  J.  C.  Traer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Smj'th, 
Traer  &  Sherman.  The  new  firm  rapidly  grew  into 
prominence,  building  up  a  prosperous  practice, 
when  Mr.  Sherman  withdrew  to  tender  his  services 
to  the  Government  in  defense  of  her  integrity  and 
honor. 

It  was  early  in  1801,  directly  after  the  enemy  had 
assaulted  the  American  flag  on  Sumter,  that  the 
young  attorney  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  13th  Iowa  Yol. 
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Inf.,  and  immediately  went  to  the  front.  He 
entered  the  service  as  Second  Sergeant,  and  in 
Februar3r,  1862,  was  made  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Company'  E.  On  the  tJth  of  April  following  he  was 
very  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Pittsburgh 
Landing,  and  while  in  the  hosjiital  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Captain.  He  returned  to  his  company 
while  yet  obliged  to  use  his  crutches,  and  remained 
on  duty  till  the  summer  of  1  Si)3,  when,  by  reason  of 
his  wound,  he  was  compelled  to  resign  and  return 
home.  Soon  after  returning  from  the  army  he  was 
elected  County  Judge  of  Benton  County,  and  re- 
elected without  opposition  in  1.SG5.  In  the  autumn 
of  18G6  he  resigned  his  judgeship  and  accepted  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  to  which  he 
was  re-elected  in  18G8,  1870  and  1872,  and  in 
December,  1874,  resigned  in  order  to  accept  the 
office  of  Auditor  of  State,  to  which  office  he  had 
been  elected  bj'  a  majority  of  28,425  over  J.  M. 
King,  the  "•  anti-monopoly  "  candidate.  In  1  876  he 
was  renominated  and  received  50,272  more  votes 
than  W.  Growneweg  (Democrat)  and  Leonard 
Browne  (Greenback)  together.  In  1878  he  was 
again  chosen  to  represent  the  Republican  party 
in  that  office,  and  this  time  received  a  major- 
ity of  7,164  over  the  combined  votes  of  Col. 
Eiboeck  (Democrat)  and  G.  V.  Swearenger  (Green- 
back). In  the  six  years  that  he  hold  this  office,  he 
was  untiring  in  his  faithful  application  to  routine 
work  and  devotion  to  his  special  share  of  the  State's 
business.  He  retired  with  such  an  enviable  record 
that  it  was  with  no  surprise  the  people  learned, 
June  27,  1881,  that  he  was  the  nominee  of  the  Re- 
publican party  for  Governor. 

The  campaign  was  an  exciting  one.  The  General 
Assembly  had  submitted  to  the  petiple  the  prohilii- 
tory  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  This,  while 
not  a  partisan  question,  became  uppermost  in  the 
mind  of  the  public.  Mr.  Sherman  received  133,- 
330  votes,  against  83,244  for  Kinne  and  28,112  for 
D.  M.  Clark,  or  a  plurality  of  50,0iS6  and  a  major- 
ity of  21,974.  In  1883  he  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  as  well  as  L.  G.  Kinne  by  tbe 
Democrats.  The  National  party  offered  J.  B. 
Weaver.  During  the  campaign  these  candidates 
held  a  number  of  joint  discussions  at  different 
points  in  the  State.     At  the  election  the  vote  was : 
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Sherman,  164,182;  Kinne,  130,093;  Weaver,  23,. 
089;  Sherman's  plurality,  25,089;  majority,  2,000. 
In  his  second  inaugural  Gov.  Sherman  said : 

"  In  assuming,  for  the  second  time,  the  office  ol 
Chief  Magistrate  for  the  State,  I  fully  realize  mj 
grateful  obligations  to  the  people  of  Iowa,  through 
whose  generous  confidence  I  am  here.  I  am  aware 
of  the  duties  and  grave  responsibilities  of  this  ex- 
alted position,  and  as  well  what  is  expected  f)f  me 
therein.  As  In  the  past  I  have  given  my  undivided 
time  and  serious  attention  thereto,  so  in  the  future 
I  promise  the  most  earnest  devotion  and  untiring 
effort  in  the  faithful  perfoi'mance  of  my  official  re- 
quiremftnts.  I  have  seen  the  State  grow  from  in- 
fancy to  mature  manhood,  and  each  year  one  of 
substantial  l)ettcrnient  of  its  previous  position. 

"  With  more  railroads  than  any  State,  save  two ; 
with  a  school  interest  the  grandest  and  strongest, 
which  commands  the  supjiort  and  confidence  of  all 
the  people,  and  a  population,  which  in  its  entirety 
is  superior  to  any  other  in  the  sisterhood,  it  is 
not  strange  the  ))ride  which  attaches  to  our  people. 
A\'hen  we  rcmemlier  that  the  results  of  our  efforts  ii? 
the  direction  of  good  government  have  been 
crowned  with  such  magnificent  success,  and  to-day 
we  have  a  State  in  most  perfect  piiysical  and  finan- 
cial condition,  no  wonder  our  hearts  swell  in  honest 
pride  as  we  contenqilate  the  past  and  so  confidently 
hope  for  the  future.  What  we  maj'  become  de- 
pends on  our  own  efforts,  and  to  that  future  I  look 
with  earnest  and  abiding  confidence." 

Gov.  Sherman's  term  of  office  continued  until  Jan. 
14, 1886,  when  he  was  succeeded  by' William  Larra- 
bee,  and  ho  is  now,  temporarily,  perhai)s,  enjoying 
a  well-earned  rest.  He  has  been  a  Republican  since 
the  organization  of  that  party,  and  his  services  as  a 
campaign  sjieaker  have  been  for  many  years  in 
great  demand.  As  an  officer  he  has  been  able  to 
make  an  envialile  record.  Himself  honorable  and 
thorough,  his  management  of  public  business  has 
been  of  the  same  character,  and  such  as  has  com- 
mended him  to  the  approval  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

He  was  married,  Aug.  20,  1862,  to  Miss  Lena 
Kendall,  of  Vinton,  Iowa,  a  young  lady  of  rare  ac- 
complishments and  strength  of  character.  Their 
union  has  been  hapjiy  in  every  respect.  They  have 
two  children — Lena  Kendall  and  Oscar  Eugene. 
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ILLIAM    LARRABEE,   the 

resent  aide  Governor  of 
Iowa,  and  the  twelfth  gen- 
tleman selected  by  the 
people  as  the  Chief  ISIag-is- 
trate  of  the  great  Coni- 
monwealth,  is  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  His  ancestors 
were  among  the  French  Huguenots  who 
came  to  America  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century  and  located  in  Connecticut.  At 
that  time  they  bore  the  name  of  d'Larra- 
bee.  Adam  Larrabee,  the  father  of  Will- 
iam, was  born  March  14,  1787,  and  was 
one  of  the  early  graduates  of  the  AVest 
Point  Military  Academy.  He  served  his 
countrj-  during  the  War  of  1S12,  with  distinction, 
holding  the  position  of  Second  Lieutenant,  to  which 
he  was  commissioned  March  1,  1811.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Captaincy  of  his  company  Feb.  1, 
1814,  and  on  the  30th  of  the  following  March,  at 
the  battle  of  Laeole  Mills,  during  Gen.  Wilkinson's 
campaign  on  tlie  Saint  Lawrence  River,  he  was 
severely'  wounded  in  the  lung.  He  eventually  re- 
covered from  the  injury  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Hannah  G.  Lester.  This  much  esteemed 
lady  was  born  .June  3, 1798,  and  died  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1837.  Capt.  Larrabee  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age,  dying  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  eight}'- 
two  years. 

As  above  mentioned,  William,  our  subject,  was 
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bom  in  Connecticut,  the  town  of  Led3'ard  being 
the  place  of  his  birth  and  .Tan.  20,1832,  the  date. 
He  was  the  seventli  cliild  in  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  passed  the  earlj-  years  of  his  life  ujion  a 
rugged  New  England  farm,  enjo3'ing  very  meager 
educational  advantages.  He  attended,  during  the 
winter  seasons,  the  neighboring  district  schools 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  }'ears,  when, 
during  the  following  two  winters,  he  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  scho<jlmaster.  He  was  ambitious  to  do 
something  in  life  for  himself  that  would  bring  fort- 
une and  distinction,  but  in  maiiing  liis  plans  for  tlie 
future  he  was  embarrassed  by  a  misfortune  which 
befell  him  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  In  being 
trained  to  the  use  of  firearms  under  his  father's 
direction,  an  accidental  discharge  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  the  sight  in  the  right  ej'e.  This  conse- 
quently unfitted  him  for  man}- em iilo.ymcnts  usually 
sought  by  ambitious  young  men.  The  family 
lived  near  the  seashore,  only  two  miles  away,  and 
in  that  neighl)orho<jd  it  was  the  custom  for  at  least 
one  son  in  each  familj'  to  go  upon  the  sea  as  a 
sailor.  The  two  eldest  brothers  of  our  siiliject  had 
chosen  this  occupation  while  the  third  remained  in 
charge  of  the  home  farm.  William  was  thus  left 
free  to  chose  for  himself  and,  lil\e  many  of  the 
youths  of  that  day,  he  wisely'  turned  his  face  West- 
ward. The  year  1853  found  him  on  this  journey 
toward  the  setting  sun,  stopping  (jnly  when  he 
came  to  the  broad  and  fertile  prairies  of  the  new- 
State  of  Iowa.     He  first  joined  his  elder  sister,  Mrs 
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E.  H.  Williams,  who  was  at  that  time  living  at 
Garnavillo,  Clayton  Countj\  It  was  this  circum- 
stance which  led  the  young  boy  from  Connecticut 
to  select  his  future  home  in  the  northeastern  por- 
tion of  Iowa.  He  resumed  his  occupation  as  a 
pedagogue,  teaching,  however,  but  one  winter, 
which  was  passed  at  Hardin.  The  following  three 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  capacity  of  foreman 
on  the  Grand  Meadow  farm  of  his  brother-in-law. 
Judge  Williams. 

In  1857  he  bought  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
Clermont  Mills,  and  located  at  Clermont,  Fayette 
County.  He  soon  was  able  to  buy  the  other  two- 
thirds,  and  within  a  year  found  himself  sole  owner. 
He  operated  this  mill  until  1874  when  he  sold  to 
S.  M.  Leach.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
offered  to  enlist,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  his  right  eye.  Being  informed  he  might 
possibl}^  be  admitted  as  a  commissioned  officer,  he 
raised  a  company  and  received  a  commission  as 
First  Lieutenant,  but  was  again  rejected  for  the 
same  disal)ilit3'. 

After  selling  the  mill  Mr.  Larrabee  devoted  him- 
self to  farming,  and  started  a  private  bank  at  Cler- 
mont. He  also,  experimentally,  started  a  large 
nursery,  but  this  resulted  only  in  confirming  the 
belief  that  Northern  Iowa  has  too  rigorous  a  cli- 
mate for  fruit-raising. 

Mr.  Larrabee  did  not  begin  his  political  career 
until  18G7.  He  was  reared  as  a  Whig  and  became 
a  Republican  on  the  organization  of  that  party. 
While  interested  in  politics  he  generally  refused 
local  offices,  serving  only  as  Treasurer  of  the 
School  Board  prior  to  1867.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  State  Senate.  To 
this  high  position  he  was  re-elected  from  time  to 
time,  so  that  he  served  as  Senator  continuously  for 
eighteen  years  before  being  promoted  to  the  high- 
est office  in  the  State.  He  was  so  popular  at  home 
that  he  was  generallj'  re-nominated  by  acclamation, 
and  for  some  years  the  Democrats  did  not  even 


make  nominations.  During  the  whole  eighteen 
3-ears  Senator  Larrabee  was  a  member  of  the  prin- 
cipal committee,  that  on  AVays  and  Means,  of  which 
he  was  generally  Chairman,  and  was  also  a  member 
of  other  committees.  In  the  pursuit  of  the  duties 
thus  devolving  upon  him,  he  was  indefatigable. 
It  is  said  that  he  never  missed  a  committee  meet- 
ing. Not  alone  in  this,  but  in  private  and  public 
business  of  all  kinds,  his  uniform  habit  is  that  of 
close  application  to  work.  Many  of  the  important 
measures  passed  bj'  the  Legislature  owe  their  ex- 
istence or  present  form  to  him. 

He  was  a  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  nomina- 
tion in  1881,  but  entered  the  contest  too  late,  as 
Gov.  Sherman's  following  had  been  successfully 
organized.  In  1 885  it  was  generally  conceded  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  convention  that  he  would 
be  nominated,  which  he  was,  and  his  election  fol- 
lowed as  a  matter  of  course.  He  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  14,  188G,  and  so  far  has  made  an  excellent 
Governor.  His  position  in  regard  to  the  liquor 
question,  that  on  which  political  fortunes  are  made 
and  lost  in  Iowa,  is  that  the  majorit}'  should  rule. 
He  was  personallj'  in  favor  of  high  license,  but 
having  been  elected  Governor,  and  sworn  to  up- 
hold the  Constitution  and  execute  the  laws,  he  pro- 
poses to  do  so. 

A  Senator  who  sat  beside  him  in  the  Senate  de- 
clares him  to  be  "  a  man  of  the  broadest  compre- 
hension and  information,  an  extraordinaril}'  clear 
reasoner,  fair  and  conscientious  in  his  conclusions, 
and  of  Spartan  firmness  in  his  matured  judgment," 
and  says  that  "  he  brings  the  practical  facts  and 
philosophy  of  human  nature,  the  science  and  his- 
tory of  law,  to  aid  in  his  decisions,  and  adheres  with 
the  earnestness  of  Jefferson  and  Sumner  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of   the  people's    rights." 

Gov.  Larrabee  was  married  Sept.  12,1801,  at  Cler- 
mont, to  Anna  M.  Appelman,  daughter  of  Capt. 
G.  A.  Appelman.  Gov.  Larrabee  has  seven  chil- 
dren— Charles,  Augusta,  Julia,  Amia,  AVilliam, 
Frederic  and  Helen. 
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jHE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  ot  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by -precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
of  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  e.xisls  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
The  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  ti:e  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Cireeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  liad  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  sometliing  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
tliese  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  e.xtent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
ihrougli  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  whicli  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  tlie  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  ofthem,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  w^ho  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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IMAM  <;AKKI:IT.  «-a!.li- 
icr  of  Ihc  I  <»  wn  Mm 
V...; —  Mink,  «a!»  bom 
"II.  Ky.,  Ill)  tlie 
I  Mil  (liiy  of  .lunc,  182.1. 
His  fnlluT.  Williniii  Gnrrctt, 
.*»r..  «r.T!t  liorn  in  I-Nm-x  Couiily, 
N  «..  Ill  I  T'.i.'i.nml  irlion  n  yoiiii^'  iiinn  wriil 
to  Kniliuky.  M'tlliii;,'  ill  Loxiii^ton.  wlicro 
111-  iK-ciime  iK'C|iiaiiilc(|  wiili  nii<l  innrrii-d 
MiM  Ann  .McC'onnlliy,  who  nn*  Inirn  in 
C  l.<xiiij{ton.  in  M.-iy.  |H(U.  sUv  w.i<i<iilnii};li. 
Ut  of  .Ino..l>  .MtConntliy.  oho  liuill  Iho 
>  fii>t  >tcam-inill  in  Krntiicky.  .Mr.  nml 
Mi>.  (ijiiTftl  were  the  |inr(nl^  of  four 
fhildri'ii,  tiiri'f  of  nhoin  aro  livin;;,  viz.;  Willinin 
the  suhjcct  of  this  sketch:  Kli/nhelh,  who  m.irricil 
.Innu',*  Wrifihl,  diid  in  \)<:,H;  M:iry,tho  wife  of  .S.  K. 
T.'iylor,  of  IWntrice,  Nel>.;  nml  .Inini-s  II..  of  Lo<in, 
Decatur  Co..  lown.  The  fnther  ilieil  in  18.10,  in 
LonisviJIr.  Ky..  to  which  plnce  he  h:i)l  removed  in 
ISJ'.i.  JIi-s.  (;!irrett.  after  the  death  of  hi-r  liu«- 
liaiid.  renioveil  to  llunter'!<  Bottom,  (inilatin  (  o., 
Ky..  .and  in  IKiC,  to  Flint  Hills  (now  Burlington), 
Iniiding  there  on  the  I  ttli  day  of  April  of  that  year. 
The  subject  of  our  .»kttcli  wn-  at  tlii?  time  about 
tliiitocn  years  of  age,  nud    had    received    the   rudi- 


inehl«    of    an    Knglish   educalion    in    the    common 
'•Is.      His    mother    had    been  again    united    in 

.iinge,  in  Kentucky,  in  IH.'M.  her  t>ecuiid  hiislmiid 

iH-ing  John  Bridges,  and  when  they  came  lu  Bur- 
lington Mr.  Bridges  erected  the  first  steam-mill 
built  ill  the  coun(,\  or  .State.  It  wn«  built  in  IMG, 
and  sUmmI  three  miles  Im-Iow  the  town  on  the  river 
bank.  Mr  and  .Mrs.  Bridges  had  one  son,  C.  Mar- 
tin, now  a  n-sidenl  of  Seattle,  W.  T.  The  mother 
died  ill  IHiM,  after  n  l«»ng  and  well-s|>cnt  life.  .She 
WHS  n  sincere  Christian,  anil  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  for  many  years. 

Ill  1X.17  Willinm  (Jarrett.  oiir  subject,  commenced 
clerking  in  the  store  of  Webber  .V  Hciney,  and  re- 
mained with  them  until  IHIli,  making  his  home  first 
with  one  (tartner  and  then  with  the  other.  In  Ihll- 
i'2  he  derkeil  for  Lelller  A  Co..  and  the  following 
year  for  I'lotlcwait  \-  Cregaii.  In  .March,  lK-14,  he 
commenced  business  for  himself,  nnd  continued  in 
the  same  trade  until  iM.'i.'t.  In  August  of  that  year 
he  was  electe.i  .sheriff  of  the  county,  niiil  was  re- 
elected in  l^.">.'l.  holding  the  odice  for  four  years. 
In  \x.'>~  he  w.ns  the  l{e|>iiblican  candidate  for 
Ctiunty  .Judge,  but  was  defeated  by  .Indge  ().  C. 
Wightinan,  now  decea.sed,  the  l)em<K'rats  carrying 
the  county  tli.1t  year,  lu  I  .><.'i7-.'».*«  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  W.  H.  I'osllcwail.  the  sniiie  man  he  had 
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clerkerl  for  in  1843.  In  1859  he  formed  a  part-  | 
norship  with  Mr.  Postlewait  and  John  W.  Rhodes, 
under  the  firm  n.Tme  of  Garrett,  Rhodes  ct  Co.,  and 
continued  in  business  until  1862,  when  tlie  firm  was 
dissolved.  Mr.  Gairett  then  acted  as  Deputy 
Treasurer  untd  Jan.  1,  1863,  for  ISIaj.  Remey, 
then  County  Treasurer.  In  tiic  fall  of  1862  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  and  was  re- 
elected to  thatoflicc  five  times,  making  in  all  twelve 
years'  service  as  Clerk. 

For  about  forty-four  3ears  Mr.  Garrett  hns  been 
connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  in  1852  was  elected  Grand  Secre- 
tarj'  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  which  position 
he  held  for  thirty-five  years,  and  is  now  Senior 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  order,  having  been  installed 
for  the  thirty -seventh  time.  In  1855  he  was  elected 
Grand  Scribe  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Iowa, 
and  has  been  re-elected  each  year  since.  He  was 
for  seven  years  a  representative  from  the  Grand 
liincampment  of  Iowa  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Garrett  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  city  aft'airs,  and  has  represented 
his  ward  as  Alderman.  In  1867  he  was  elected 
Secretary  of  the  Aspen  Grove  Cemetery  Association, 
and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity.  In  1858  he 
was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Haw  kcye  Pioneer  Asso- 
ciation. He  has  also  served  several  years  as  clerk 
of  the  A'estry  of  Christ  Church  (Episcopal),  in  this 
city,  and  for  the  past  six  years  as  Senior  Warden, 
and  is,  and  has  been  for  several  years.  Treasurer  of 
the  Diocese  of  Iowa. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1 848,  Mr.  Garrett  was  married, 
in  Burlington,  to  Miss  Martha  Rorer,  a  daughter  of 
Judge  David  Rorer,  now  deceased.  His  wife,  wdio 
was  born  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  June  4,  1830,  on 
coming  here  with  her  parents,  arrived  in  Burlington 
fifteen  days  before  Mr.  Garrett,  being  among  tlie 
earliest  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Garrett  are  the  parents  of  seven  living  chil- 
dren, viz:  Henry  C,  cashier  of  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank,  married  Miss  Nellie  Tracy,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Tracy;  T.  Mauro,  real-estate  dealer, 
of  the  firm  of  Sawj'er  &  Garrett,  of  Chicago,  mar- 
ried Miss  Ada  Sawyer,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Sidney 
Sawyer,  of  Chicago;  Rev.  David  Claiborne,  rector 
of  Trinity  and  Christ  Church,  of  Davenport,  luwa, 


mnrried  Miss  Lillie  Selmes,  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Mary 
Helen,  at  home;  Jessie  L.,  wife  of  Edward  S. 
Phelps,  a  son  of  Judge  Phelps,  of  this  city;  Grace 
D.  and  Jackson  K.  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Garrett  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability-,  and  in  his  business  relations  stands  high  in 
the  community.  He  is  genial,  possesses  a  kindly 
disposition,  and  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes. 
In  all  the  numerous  otticinl  and  responsible  positions 
he  has  held,  he  has  ever  proved  liimself  capable, 
upright,  and  in  every  way  trustworthy,  and  in  Bur- 
lington no  man  stands  higher  in  public  esteem  than 
does  William  Garrett.  In  connection  with  this 
sketch  is  presented  a  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Garrett, 
which  will  l)e  appreciated  b}^  every  citizen  of  Des 
]\Ioines  County. 
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■^OlIN  J.  LITTLE,  D.D.S.,  a  popular  dentist 
of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Kewanee, 
Henry  County,  111.,  Feb.  8,  1857,  and  is  a 
/  son  of  Caleb  and  Eliza  A.  (Brooks)  Little. 
His  father  was  born  in  Salem,  N.  H.,  and  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  George  Little,  a  member  of  the 
old  Plymouth  Colony,  and  one  of  the  historic  pil- 
grims who  landed  from  the  "Mayflower  on  the  Mas- 
sachusetts coast.  His  mother  was  born  in  Groton, 
Mass.,  and  descended  from  an  old  New  England 
familj'  of  Scotch  and  Irish  ancestry. 

Dr.  Little  received  a  liberal  education,  and  en- 
tered upon  a  study  of  deiitistiy.  He  took  his  first 
course  of  lectures  at  the  State  University  of  Michi- 
gan in  1878,  and  the  following  year  opened  a 
dental  ollicc  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he  has  been 
in  practice  continuously  since,  except  the  months 
employed  in  his  second  course  of  lectures,  taken  at 
the  State  University  of  Iowa,  where  he  graduated 
in  the  class  of  '87.  .  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  State  Dental  Society-. 

Dr.  Little  was  married  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  on  6th 
June,  1882,  to  Miss  Alice  L.  Shirley,  daughter  of 
Dudley  Shirley.  Mrs.  Little  was  born  at  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  They  have  two  daughters,  Eva  and  Alice. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Little  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  The  doctor  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, but  has  neither  lime  nor  inclination  for  official 
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service,  i)iefen'ing  to  rlevote  his  undivided  atten- 
tion to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he 
has  established  a  reputation  for  stiill  and  good  work 
second  to  none  in  the  city. 


?virs~ 


eARL  LOHMANN,  Clerli  of  the  Township  and 
of  the  Police  Court  of  Burlington,  was  born 
in  Brunswick,  Germanj',  Oct.  17,  1845,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  iiis  education  in 
Wolfenbuettel  College,  graduating  from  that  school 
at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Not  wishing  to  be  depend- 
ent on  his  father,  soon  after  fini.'-hing  his  education 
he  began  to  consider  the  best  means  of  making  a 
living,  and  having  a  friend  in  New  York  City,  he 
opened  correspondence  with  him,  and  was  advised 
to  come  to  America.  Acting  upon  this  advice,  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  landed  in  New  York, 
Nov.  7,  18G4,  but  not  finding  what  he  wanted,  he 
came  West,  remaining  in  Lee  County,  Iowa,  for  a 
short  time.  Hearing  of  an  o|)ening  in  Burlington, 
he  came  to  this  city,  and  engaged  to  teach  the  Gei'- 
man  school,  managed  by  the  German  Evangelical 
Clnirch,  and  remained  in  that  eni|)lo3'ment  for  five 
years.  Mr.  Lohmann  then  accepted  a  position  as 
assistant  teacher  in  the  German-American  school, 
and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  princi|)al.  In 
1878,  going  to  Fort  .^ladison,  he  was  there  teacher 
of  German  in  the  |)nblic  schools  for'  two  years,  but 
in  1880  he  returned  to  Burlington,  where  he  stalled 
a  select  school,  but  later  had  to  abandon  this  on 
account  of  failing  health,  and  was  advised  by  his 
physician  to  take  a  position  on  the  road  as  travel- 
ing salesman.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Burlington  (Iowa)  Tribune  as 
corresi)ondcnt,  which  position  he  still  holds.  In 
18.30  i\Ir.  Lohmann  was  appointed  as  Townshi|) 
Clerk  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  W.  E.  Burke,  now 
County  f^chool  Superintendent,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1886  he  was  elected  to  the  ottice.  The  appoint- 
ment as  Clerk  of  the  Police  Court  was  received 
from  Judge  Fleming  in  December,  1886. 

Socially,  Mr.  Lohmann  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  organized  the  lodge  in  Burlington,  and 
also  the  one  in  Fort  Jladison,  and  has  filled  all  the 
chairs   and    represented    the    loilgc    in    the  Grand 


Lodge.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  AV. 
lodge,  and  was  its  first  master  workman.  In  politics 
he  is  one  of  the  stanch  Democrats,  and  is  .'i  man 
well  posted  on  all  the  topics  of  the  day,  a  thorough 
scholar  in  German  and  music,  of  good  address,  and 
stands  high  in  the  eommunit}'. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  1865,  Carl  Lohmann 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Dora  Schapcr,  a 
native  of  Prussia,  and  1>}'  this  union  there  are  eight 
children — Carl  II.,  Lulu,  AVilllam  C,  Carrie  K., 
Thca  L.,  Henry  (deceaseil),  Nettie  and  Harry. 

Mr.  Lohmann's  parents  were  Carl  and  Frederick 
(Reese)  Lohmann,  who  eniigrated  to  America  Nov. 
27,  1865,  and  located  upon  a  farm  in  Flint  River 
Township,  where  the  father  died  Aug.  12,  1870. 
His  wife  is  still  living. 

^^  llARLES  W.  SMITH,  one  of  the  prominent 
ill  and  well-to-do  farmers  of  Dos  Moines  Couut}% 

^^^  Iowa,  residing  on  section  21.  Union  Town- 
ship, was  born  Dec.  15,  1820,  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
though  he  was  reared  in  Fayette  County'.  He  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Walker)  Smith,  the  former 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of  A'irgiuia. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband,  which  occurred  in 
1826,  Mrs.  Smith  removed  with  her  family  to  F.13- 
ette  County',  but  later  made  her  home  with  our  sub- 
ject in  Des  Moines  County,  where  her  death  occurred 
in  1860.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  arc  the  parents  of 
five  children — John  W.,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Mexican  War,  went  to  Puget  Sound,in  Washington 
Territory,  man}- years  ago ;  one  daughter,  the  widow 
of  Ilarvej'  Sclings,  wiio  resides  in  Union  Townsliip; 
and  o\ir  subject. 

Charles  W.  Smith  is  truly  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Des  Moines  Count}'.  His  father  (lying  when 
he  was  but  six  years  of  age,  he  was  thus  early  ' brown 
u|)ou  his  own  resources.  Remaining  in  Fayette 
County  until  SeiHeinber,  1837,  he  went  to  Vigo 
County,  lud.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  Nov. 
1.  1841.  Thinking  that  the  West  would  furnish  a 
better  field  for  his  labors,  he  started  for  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  and  on  reaching  his  destination  im- 
mediately began  working  by  the  day.  ■  In  1842, 
Mr.  Smith  rented  a  farm  in  Union  Township,  upon 
a^ 
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which  he  remained  for  two  ^-ears.  In  1 843,  he  be- 
gan running  a  threshing-machine,  anrl  two  years 
later,  going  to  Alton,  111.,  he  there  purchased  a 
separator  and  tlireshing-niachine.  This  machine, 
which  was  p'liuted  a  Itrigiit  blue  color,  was  the  first 
one  of  the  Ivind  that  had  been  shipped  into  or  used 
in  Ues  JNloines  Count}',  and  great  was  tlie  excite- 
ment it  created.  In  the  fall  of  1847,  he  sold  his 
machine,  and  in  company  with  J.  G.  Ewing  opened 
a  little  store  in  Dodgeville.  Later  Mr.  Smith  sold 
out  his  stock  to  Jesse  Wassom,  and  made  his  first 
purchase  of  land,  consisting  of  a  small  farm  soutii- 
west  of  Burlington.  In  1854,  he  sold  this  tract  and 
purchased  2G0  acres  on  sections  21  and  22,  Union 
Township,  where  he  has  made  his  home  continuously 
since. 

In  October,  184u,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  Elliott,  a  native  of  Musk- 
ingum County,  Ohio,  and  by  this  union  four  chil- 
dren were  born — Marj-  A.,  deceased,  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  one  of  the 
leading  workers,  both  in  church  and  Sunday-school, 
where  her  loss  was  severely  felt;  Henry  C.  wedded 
Miss  Ellen  Saltzman,  a  native  of  Ringgold  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  farming;  John 
W.  nedded  Miss  Amanda  Xewburg, a  native  of  Des 
Moines  Count}',  Iowa,  and  he  is  also  a  resident 
farmer  of  Ringgold  County;  Charles  Frank  wedded 
Miss  Josephine  Elliott,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  A.  C. 
Elliott,  but  in  December,  1885,  his  death  occurred. 
They  had  one  child,  a  daughter,  Frank.  Mrs.  Smith, 
the  mother  of  these  children,  was  called  to  her  last 
rest,  Nov.  26,  1.S73,  after  an  illness  of  four  years. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Smith's  home  farm  in  Union  T<^iwnship, 
consisting  of  320  acres,  is  one  of  the  most  highly 
cultivated  in  Des  Moines  County,  and  all  the  im- 
provements are  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  His 
success  in  life  has  all  been  due  to  his  own  efforts. 
Starting  as  he  did  in  this  count}'  as  a  day  laborer, 
bj-  his  energy,  abilitj'  and  good  management  he  has 
gained  a  comfortable  competence  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  1040  acres  of  land,  320  in  this  county  and 
720  ill  Ringgold  Count}',  Iowa.  In  connection  with 
his  farming,  he  has  been  extensively  engaged  in 
raising  and  shipping  stock,  in  which  he  was  quite 
-<• — 


successful,  and  upon  this  farm  may  be  found  a  fine 
grade  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  In  his  [lulitical 
views,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat,  though  very  libenil. 
As  a  citizen,  he  is  honest  and  upright,  and  receives 
the  highest  resiicct  of  all. 

LVAH  LINDLEY,  a  farmer  of  Des  Moines 
0PO|  County,  Iowa,  residing  on  section  14,  Dan- 
ville Township,  is  well  known  in  the 
county,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
prominently  connected  with  agriculture  and  the 
development  of  Danville.  He  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.  Dec.  25,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of 
Timothy  and  Ruth  (Axtel)  Lindley,  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  Timothy  was  of  German  ances- 
try, as  was  probably  his  wife,  but  he  died  when  our 
subject  was  a  lad  eight  years  of  age.  Timothy 
Lindley  was  the  father  of  ten  shildren.  six  born  to 
his  first  wife,  Sarah  Axti'l,  a  sister  of  Ruth,  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  Of  her  children  none  arc 
living,  but  we  mention  the  names  of  each:  Mary 
wedded  Jacob  Clutter;  Electa  was  the  wife  of  John 
Hathaway;  IMarilla  became  the  wife  of  Moses  Pat- 
terson; Silas  also  married;  Levi  wedded  a  Miss 
Axtel;  and  Ira  married  Catherine  Ryan,  and  after 
her  death  Ruth  Jennings.  Four  children  were  born 
of  the  second  union — Sarah  wedded  Amos  Baldwin, 
and  they  were  both  well  knonn  residents  of  this 
county  during  their  lifetime;  our  subject;  and 
Timothy,  who  wedded  Mary  A.  Sherrick,  and  they 
came  to  this  county  the  same  year  as  our  subject, 
purchasing  a  farm  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  but 
later  removed  to  Bedford,  Iowa,  where  he  yet  lives; 
Pluebe,  widow  of  Silas  Day,  resides  in  Pennsyl- 
vania near  the  line  between  Greene  and  Washington 
Counties.  The  mother  was  the  owner  of  a  nice 
farm,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject, 
aided  by  his  brother  Timothy,  did  the  farming  for 
a  number  of  years,  or  until  he  became  of  age. 

The  marriage  of  Alvah  Lindley  was  celebrated  in 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  21,  1841,  Miss 
Rachel  Van  Scyoc  becoming  his  wife.  Her  grand- 
father, Enoch  Van  Scyoc,  was  of  German  extraction, 
born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  and  his  wife 
was  Lydia  Elliott.     Their  second  son,  Enoch    Jr., 
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the  father  of  Mrs.  Lindley,  niiinied  Catherine  Pat- 
terson in  Washington  Connt}-,  Pa.,  having  there 
residefl  from  hissixtli  j-ear.  Both  himself  and  wife 
died  in  the  same  coiinlj-,  and  there  all  tiieir  chil- 
dren were  born  and  reared,  namely:  Lydia,  who 
married  Cornelius  Pratt;  Sarah,  "iio  wedded  James 
Elliott  and  resides  near  Middletown,  Iowa;  John 
W.  died  in  infancy;  Enoch  married  Jane  England; 
Rachel  is  the  honored  wife  of  onr  subject;  Jesse 
M.,  husband  of  Mary  Rodgers;  Abraliam  wedded 
Louisa  Clemens;  Asenath  became  the  wife  of  J^ouis 
Rodgers,  and  Auum  married  Jane  Bowman. 

In  1 805  our  subject  and  his  family  came  direct 
to  Des  Moines  Countj'  from  their  Pennsj'lvania 
home,  and  their  first  j'ear  was  spent  on  a  farm  near 
Middletown.  In  18GC  Mr.  Lindley  purchased  his 
present  farm,  at  that  time  considered  an  improved 
one,  but  a  tract  of  improved  land  twenty  years  ago 
looked  very  different  from  one  of  to-day.  Everj'- 
thing  about  his  farm  betokens  enterprise,  and  the 
farm-house,  the  great  barns  and  all  the  really  sub- 
stantial improvements  liave  been  made  since  his  com- 
ing. When  we  realize  tiiat  Alvah  Lindley  had  cleared 
away  200  acres  of  heav^-  timber  in  Greene  County, 
Pa.,  before  he  left  that  State,  it  seems  almost  im- 
probable that  so  much  could  be  done  in  a  score  of 
yeais  with  most  of  the  best  of  his  Ijest  working 
days  passed  before  the  improvements  were  begnn 
on  the  fertile  plains  of  Iowa. 

All  their  children,  except  the  two  eldest,  were 
born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.  The  two  mentioned 
were  born  in  Washington  County,  neai-  the  birth- 
place of  their  father:  Sarah  C.  wedded  Benjamin 
McCosh  of  Henry  County,  Iowa;  Rnth  is  the  wife 
of  William  Kittle  of  Rush  County,  Kansas;  iMary 
A.  wedded  Spencer  Rilner,  a^ grandson  of  Gov. 
Ritner  of  Pennsylvania;  Timothy,  the  only  son, 
died  unmairied;  Leah  is  house-keeper  for  the  aged 
parents;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  William  Garden; 
Effle  wedded  William  Crawford,  Jr.;  three  other 
children  died  in  infancy;  and  Lydia  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  years,  after  her  parents  came  to  Iowa.  An 
accident  happening  to  Mr.  Lindley  in  the  autumn 
of  1887,  virtually  renders  him  an  invalid,  although 
at  the  age  of  seventy  he  manages  his  farm,  and  is 
said  to  be  a  fine  financier.  With  their  children  well 
settled  in  life,  the  knowledge  of  a  competence  for 


old  age,  which  was  secured  by  honest  toil  and  in- 
dustry. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindley  can  both  look  back- 
ward upon  lives  well  spent.  Both  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Danville,  of  which  he  is  a 
deacon,  anil  are  people  of  worth  and  honorable 
citizens. 

Mrs.  Lindley's  grandfather,  John  W.  Patterson, 
was  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade,  and  was  also  a 
Baptist  minister.  At  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
War  the  family  were  in  allUient  circumstances,  but 
were  robbed  by  the  British  and  Tories  of  all  their 
possessions,  even  the  shoes  were  taken  from  their 
feet. 


1^,  ICIIARD  STEPHEN  SKINNER,  one  of  the 
Rjif'  oldest  and  most  trustworth}'  employees  of 
lh\  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
w0Company,  in  Iowa,  and  the  efficient  Station 
Agent  at  Burlington  since  1860,  was  born  in  West- 
minster, London,  England,  on  the  ITtii  of  ISIarch, 
182.J.  His  paients,  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Nunn) 
Skinner,  were  also  natives  of  England,  the  father 
having  been  born  in  Ashford,  County  Kent,  and 
the  mother  in  Dartmouth  of  Devonshire.  Our  sub- 
ject attended  school  in  his  native  city  in  childhood, 
but  having  lost  his  father  in  his  seventh  j-ear  and 
his  mother  when  he  was  eleven,  he  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources  at  a  tender  age,  and,  when 
twelve  years  old,  shipped  as  cabin  boy  on  a  ship 
owned  by  Baron  Rothschild,  which  was  emi)lo3-ed 
in  the  South  of  Spain  in  the  quicksilver  trade. 
Mr.  Skinner  continued  to  follow  the  sea  until  his 
twenty-first  year,  sailing  in  vessels  engaged  in  trad- 
ing in  the  East  Indies,  on  the  Spanish  coast  and  in 
the  West  Indies.  Four  years  of  that  time  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  Richard  Green,  the  well-known  ship 
owner  of  Blackwall. 

In   184(i    Mr.  Skinner   was  married  and    retired 
from  a  sea-faring  life,  engaging  as  ticket  collector 
for    the    London    &    Southeastern    Railroad    Com- 
pany, running  between  London  and  Dover.      His 
marriage  was  celebrated  at  Brenchley,  Kent,  June  1, 
I    1846,  Miss  Margaret  Seek}-,  daughter  of  AVilliam 
j    and  Mary  (Asliby)  Seeley,  of  Kent,  becoming  liis 
I    wife.     Two  children  were  born  to  them  in  England 
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— Richard  "William,  born  at  Brenchle}-,  Kent,  Feb. 
29,  1 848,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Haiier,  and  is  now  fore- 
man uf  the  local  freight  department  of  the  Chicago, 
Biulington  &  Quincy  Railroad  at  Burlington;  and 
Charles  George,  born  at  Erith,  Kent,  England,  in 
1850,  wedded  JMiss  Fannie  Robinson,  and  is  a  clerk 
in  the  oHice  of  .).  JM.  Corse  &  Co., commission  mer- 
chants of  Burlington. 

Mr.  .Skinner  emigrated  to  America  in  August, 
1852,  and  was  emplo\'ed  for  one  j'ear  in  the  county 
clerk's  office  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  from 
there  went  to  Canada,  engaging  as  check  clerk  at 
the  suspension  bridge  for  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
road, now  the  Grand  Trunk,  and  was  subsequently 
stationed  at  Hamilton  and  "Windsor,  later  being 
employed  at  Detroit  with  the  Milwaukee,  (irand 
Haven  ife  Detroit  Railroad,  an  English  ccirporation. 
In  1860  Mr.  Skinner  engaged  with  the  Burlington 
ife  Missouri  Railroad,  its  line  extending  only  from 
Burlington  to  Uttumwa,  a  distance  of  seventy-five 
miles.  He  began  as  check  cleik,  l)ut  shoitly  after- 
ward took  the  Burlington  station  under  contract, 
and  at  first  did  all  the  clerical  work  alone.  One 
switchman  and  three  truck  men  constituted  the  de- 
pot and  yard  force,  and  one  freight  and  one  pas- 
senger train  a  day  each  wa^'  did  all  the  traffic.  The 
contrast  of  the  Ijusiness  of  the  road  at  that  time 
and  at  the  present  is  worth  mentioning,  for  now 
scventj-  men  are  employed  about  the  warehouse 
and  office,  while  an  average  of  fort}'  freight  trains 
and  seventeen  passenger  trains  pass  each  way  daily, 
besides  those  on  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.,  and  T.,  P.  & 
W.  Mr.  Skinner  had  charge  of  the  station  under 
contract  until  18G5,  when  he  engaged  in  the  same 
capacity  on  salary  under  C.  E.  Feikins,  and  has 
continued  with  the  comiiany  and  its  successor,  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  (^uiucy,  to  this  date,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  nearly  twent3-nine  years.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  at  the  head  of  the  local  freight  department, 
a  most  important  and  responsible  position. 

In  addition  to  their  two  sons  born  in  the  old 
world,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner  have  seven  other  cliil- 
ilren  living,  who  were  born  in  America,  four  sons 
and  three  daughters — Stephen,  Ijorn  at  Ma\ville, 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  is  unmarried  and  re- 
sides in  Chaffee  Count}',  Colo.,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  minino;  Elizabeth,  a  native  of  Windsor,  Out.,  is 


the  wife  of  Calvin  Ilimes,  of  Hartficld,  Chautauqua 
Co.,  N.  Y'. ;  Walter  S..  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  mai- 

i  ried  Miss  Viola  Rogers,  and  is  in  the  emi)loy  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  it  Quincy:  Minnie  S.,  Marga- 
ret, George  and  William  are  all  residing  with  their 
parents  at  Burlington,  where  they  were  born.  The 
family  are  Episcopalians  in  theii-  religious  faith,  and 
Mr.  Skinner  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

Among  the  many  tried  and  trusted  employees  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  it  Quincy  Railroad  Com- 
pany, no  one,  perhaps,  is  deserving  of  more  favor- 
blo  mention  than  Richard  S.  Skinner.  Beginning 
as  he  did  with  the  original  company  in  its  infanc}' 
and  continuing  with  it  through  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment, and  its  consolidation  with  one  of  the 
most  important  railway  corporations  of  the  United 
States,  he  has  always  proved  true  to  everj'  trust  re- 

I  posed  in  him,  and  competent  and  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  every  dut\'.  Methodically  exact  and 
prompt  by  habit,  he  enforces  the  strictest  observ- 
ance of  rules  by  his  subordinates,  a  custom  made 
necessary  b_y  the  magnitude  of  the  business  in  his 
care,  until  the  local  freight  department  at  Burling- 
ton has  won  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  man- 
aged institutions  of  the  company. 


iSV- 


K.  VINTON,  deceased,  was  a  native  of  Le- 
^11  roy,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and   ulicn   liut 

a  small  lad.  in  March,  1811,  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  He  was  a  son  of 
Nathaniel  and  Asenath  Vinton,  who  were  natives 
of  North  Hampton,  Mass.,  and  was  the  youngest  of 
a  family  of  eleven  children.  He  was  born  Ni>v.  2, 
1835.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  the  dcaUi  of 
his  father  occurred,  and  soon  after  his  mother  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  where,  later,  she  married  again.  The 
family  became  separated,  and  from  that  time  the 
lad  of  fourteen  was  forced  to  make  his  own  \y:\y  in 
the  world.  He  learned  the  mason's  trade  with  his 
brother,  continuing  in  this  employment,  with  the 
exception  of  two  3'ears,  as  long  as  he  remained  in 
Michigan.  Two  j'ears  previous  to  his  leaving  that 
State,  he  traveled  for  his  brother,  H.  H.  \'inton, 
and  a  Mr.  Denton,  introducing  a  new  material  for 
tanning  leather.  His  travels  led  him  to  Indiana, 
-■ *>' 
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where  he  became  acquainted  willi  Miss  Elizabeth 
McKiniiej',  of  Newtown,  who  siiljseqiiently  became 
ills  wife.  In  1SG2  Mr.  Vinton  formed  a  paitner- 
sliip  with  Jacob  Hawes  in  the  tanning  business, 
also  engaging  in  contracting  for  niasonrj'  at  the 
same  time,  being  very  successful.  After  three  years 
of  this  double  line  of  business  he  sold  out  to  his 
partner,  and  continued  contracting  for  buildings, 
until  he  entered  the  army  in  March,  !.'<().').  On  his 
return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Vinton  resumed  his  busi- 
ness, and  in  the  spring  of  1)^70  came  to  I'.urlington, 
invested  in  property  and  returned  to  Indiana,  and 
the  following  December  returned  with  his  family. 
Soon  after  coming  to  this  city  a  partnership  was 
formed  with  Mr.  Daniels,  whicii  continued  but  a 
short  time,  and  later  with  A.  (i.  Swindler,  which 
connection  lasted  for  several  years.  Mr.  A'inton 
was  a  general  contractor,  doing  all  the  different 
branches  of  his  trade,  and  many  of  the  line  build- 
ings of  the  city  were  erected  under  his  sui)ervision, 
among  which  was  the  fine  brick  residence  belong- 
ing to  William  Lyons.  He  was  also  engaged  in 
working  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  iV-  Qtiincy 
Railroad. 

On  the  2Cth  of  June,  1862,  Mr.  ^■inton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  McKinne^', 
a  daughter  of  Thompson  and  Sarah  McKinnc)".  bc>th 
natives  of  Ohio.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  six 
children — AVilliam  and  Susan,  deceased;  Eleanor, 
wife  of  IMr.  Dryden,  a  resident  of  Burlington; 
JIary  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  whose 
home  is  in  Toledo,  Ohin;  Hubert,  dece.ased;  and 
Elizabeth,  widow  of  ().  K.  Vinton. 

.Six  children  were  born  to  Mi',  and  Mrs.  ^■intoll, 
four  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  while  they  were  yet 
residents  of  Indiana.  The  two  born  in  Burlington 
are  still  living — Mary  Asenath,  born  Nov.  23, 1872, 
and  O.  Karl,  born  May  25,  1874,  and  both  are  at 
home. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Vinton  occurred  June  IG,  1877, 
and  the  circumstances  attending  it  were  very  pecu- 
liar. It  was  the  evening  on  which  the  plow  factorj' 
on  Washington  street  was  burned,  and  he  started 
for  his  horse  to  ride  to  the  fire.  It  not  being  in  the 
stal)le,  he  returned  to  the  house,  remarking  that  he 
would  take  the  street-car  down  town,  but  would 
not  be  gone    long.       As    he   went   to   step   on    the 
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car  on  Warren  street  he  suddenly  became  uncon- 
scious, and  fell.  His  sickness  was  from  spinal  com- 
plaint of  long  standing,  but,  falling  so  close  to  the 
car  that  it  bruised  him  quite  severely  in  passing, 
the  pul)lic  thought  the  injury  was  the  cause  of  his 
death,  though  really  it  was  from  disease.  His  re- 
mains were  taken  back  to  Newtown  for  interment, 
and  placed  beside  those  of  his  children.  Mr.  N'inton 
was  a  kind  husband,  an  indulgent  father,  and  one 
possessed  of  those  qualities  which  make  many  friends. 
Socially,  he  was  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  k  A.  M.; 
religiously,  he  was  a  Prcsb^'terian  ;  and  polilicallj',  a 
Republican. 


—^^^r 


ENJAMIN  AV.  SHEPHERD,  dealer  in  stock. 
One  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  western 
part  of  Des  Moines  County  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  has  been 
in  active  business  for  many  years,  and  since  the 
building  of  the  C,  B.  it  (^.  R.  R.,  has  shipped  at 
least  four-fifths  of  the  stock  loaded  at  Danville. 
Mr.  Shei)herd  is  a  native  of  Brooke  County,  A'a. 
(now  in  West  \'irginia),  born  Feb.  28,  1823,  and  is 
a  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Rebecca  (Lewis)  Shepherd, 
both  of  whom  died  in  \irginia.  They  were  pa- 
rents of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  reached  a  ma- 
turity and  were  married.  John  became  the  husband 
of  Amanda  Soekman,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Johnson 
Countv,  Mo.;  Charles  wedded  Martha  Gorby.  and 
resides  in  Clark  County,  Mo. ;  Kanacka  wedded 
Henrj'  Soekman,  a  l)utcher  at  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. ; 
Bazaleel  became  a  local  Methodist  E|)iscopal  minis- 
ter, married  Henrietta  Soekman,  and  for  man}-  3'ears 
was  a  farmer  in  Cass  County,  Iowa;  Benjamin  W. ; 
Hannah,  widow  of  Jesse  Roberts,  resides  at  Monnds- 
viUe,  Va. ;  Mar^-,  wife  of  Reason  Yeater,  a  farmer 
of  Marshall  County,  W.  Va. ;  Nathan,  residing  in 
West  A'irginia,  married  Rebecca  Richmand  ;  Keziah, 
widow  of  Jacob  Mason,  resides  in  Marshall  County, 
W\  Va. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Sojihia  Roberts 
near  Monndsville,  Marshall  Co.,  W.  \'a.,  March  24, 
1854.  Her  father,  John  Roberts,  was  born  in  Mary- 
land  went  to  Virginia,  and   there  married    Eunice 
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Gaiiow.  Botli  remained  in  that  State  daring  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  Of  their  ten  children,  five  are 
living — Josephus.  husband  of  Adaline  Baker,  is  a 
fanner  of  Union  Connty,  Iowa;  John,  a  farmer  of 
Beaver  Countj',  Pa.,  wedded  Mary  Pella;  Albert,  a 
resident  of  Moundsville,  W.  Va.,  is  the  husband  of 
Lavina  Dietz;  Fletcher,  a  retired  merchant  of 
Jloiindsville,  married  Henrietta  Swan;  and  Jacob  of 
Newark,  Ohio,  married  Sarah  Slrawn. 

Resuming  now  the  jjersonal  sketch  of  our  subject, 
we  find  he  and  his  wife  en  route  to  Iowa  thi'ee 
weeks  after  their  marriage.  Their  hone\-moon  was 
partlj'  passed  in  the  trip  from  Moundsville,  W.  Ya., 
they  cou)ing  via  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers, 
landing  at  Burlington,  in  April,  1854.  Mr.  Shep- 
herd purchased  ninety  acres  of  the  southwest  quar- 
ter of  section  23,  Danville  Township,  in  1856,  but 
had  already  spent  two  seasons  in  farming  Iowa  soil. 
Upon  this  tract  he  erected  a  house,  and  eighteen 
months  later  purchased  twenty  acres  adjoining  the 
village  of  Danville,  to  which  he  added  137  acres,  and 
anotliei'  eighty  afterward.  The  eighty  acres  ad- 
joining the  original  town  plat  was  next  secured, 
and  upon  this  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  John  E.  Simmons, 
lives. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Shepherd  and  his 
wife  in  this  county,  four  of  whom  are  living — 
AViiliam  L.,  of  Nebraska;  John,  a  partner  with  his 
father  in  the  stock  business;  Haward  H.,  a  livery- 
man and  dealer  in  coal  and  grain  at  Raton,  N.  M.; 
and  Clara  B.,  the  eldest  daughter,  wife  of  John 
Simmons. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Shepherd  put  in  the  first  pair  of 
stock  scales  at  Danville.  From  1862  to  1880  the 
money  disbursed  by  liiin  in  this  neighborhood  for 
stock  shipped,  ran  up  to  an  output  of  $100,000  a 
year.  During  tiie  war,  it  was  not  an  uncommon 
occurrence  for  him  to  pay,  in  a  single  day,  to  farm- 
ers in  this  neighborhood,  $15,000,  the  shipments 
frequently  reaching  500  head  per  day.  Such  nicn 
as  he  gave  an  impetus  to  trade  that  made  it- 
self felt  in  Danville  Township,  and,  from  its  first 
settlement,  a  prosperous  and  intelligent  class  of 
men  located,  and  to-day  she  stands  second  to 
none  in  the  county,  in  an  agricultural,  social, 
moral  or  financial  sense.  Churches  and  schools 
were  built,  societies    organized,  and  to  these  Mr. 
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Shepherd  allied  himself  in  an  early  day.  He  is 
almost  a  life-long  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Danville  Lodge,  No.  48,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


JAMES  II.  SMITH  is  a  retired  farmer  resid- 
ing (in  section  26,  Danville  Township,  Des 
Moines  Co.,  Iowa.  In  presenting  the  sketch 
of  James  Harvey  Smith,  the  historian  feels 
that  justice  is  hardly  done,  inasmuch  as  the  subject 
feels  averse  to  even  appearing  in  a  biograph}',  yet 
as  his  has  lieen  a  life  well-spent  in  this  county,  the 
history  of  the  township  of  Danville  could  scarcely 
be  considered  complete  without  this  brief  mention. 
He  was  born  in  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  23, 
1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  B.  and  Calista 
(Terrill)  Smith,  natives  of  New  Milford.  Conn., 
where  they  were  reared,  educated  and  married.  He 
came  from  English  ancestry,  the  first  of  whom, 
John  Smith,  came  from  England  about  1668,  lo- 
cating in  New  Milford.  Five  generations  wcie 
born  in  that  village,  and  the  first-born  sons  for 
three  generations  were  called  Ebenezer  in  honor  of 
their  ancestors.  Ebenezer  Smith,  the  last  of  the 
generations  named,  was  a  grandsire  of  our  subject, 
and  was  a  soldier  during  the  Revolutionar}'  War. 
The  Smith  family  were  ardent  patriots,  and  espoused 
the  cause  of  independence  in  the  fullness  of  their 
might.  After  the  close  of  that  war  the  grandfather 
studied  medicine,  and  during  his  lifetime  was  a 
prominent  physician  in  New  IMilford.  His  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Bostwick,  a  native  of  England,  whose 
parents  became  residents  of  America  before  the 
Revolution.  They  were  people  of  wealth,  and  (lur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  war.  Miss  Bostwick,  to  pre- 
serve a  costly  silk  dress,  had  her  servant  bury  it  in 
a  casket,  allowing  it  to  remain  until  peace  was 
declared.  A  piece  of  that  brocaded  silk  was  sent 
the  wife  of  our  subject  by  her  aunt  only  a  few 
years  ago,  as  a  souvenir  of  the  Revolution  and  a 
keepsake  coming  from  her  grandmother.  Of  their 
children,  Benjamin  B.  was  the  eldest,  and  the 
father  of  oin'  subject.  The}'  removed  to  a  small 
town  in  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  about  1820. 
Benjamin  B.  Smith  was  a  student  of  medicine  under 
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his  fatber,  and  practicerl  for  a  j-ear  or  more,  then 
took  a  theological  course,  and  after  graduating  be- 
gan ministerial  work,  continuing  this  during  the 
remainder  of  his  active  life.  We  are  pleased  to 
state  that  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  and  Dr.  'lyler,  both 
well  known  divines,  were  memhers  of  the  examin- 
ing board  which  gave  Rev.  B.  B.  Smith  his  certifi- 
cate. After  remaining  a  few  ye;irs  in  Pennsylvania, 
Rev.  B.  B.  Smith  removed  to  Seneca  County,  N. 
v.,  and  later  to  C)ntario  County,  in  both  of  which 
he  was  engaged  in  home  missionar}'  work,  organ- 
izing ciuirches  and  acting  as  pastor.  The  death  of 
that  divine  occurred  in  North  Bristol,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  1800,  having  reached  his  sixt3'-eighth 
year.  Ills  wife's  death  was  thirty  years  previous, 
occurring  in  South  Bristol,  of  the  same  county. 
They  were  the  i)arents  of  C.  B.  M..  who  was  a 
prominent  :ittorney  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  now  de- 
ceased; Lucretia  C,  wife  of  J.  AV.  Vincent,  of 
North  Bristol;  JoscijIi  E.,  now-  deceased,  was  for 
several  years  a  book-binder  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. ; 
Elizabeth  K.,  wife  of  Isaac  Jones,  a  prominent 
manufacturer  of  steel,  at  Piltsl)urg,  Pa. ;  the  Ijirtii 
of  our  subject,  the  youngest  son  of  that  couple, 
followed.  lie  was  a  lad  almost  live  years  of  age 
when  the  death  of  his  mother  occurred,  and  he  was 
cared  for  by  a  stci)Miother,  Martha  M.  Babbitt,  wiio 
became  the  second  wife  of  Rev.  B.  B.  Smith,  and 
the  mother  of  one  son  by  that  union — .lolin  Calvin. 
After  her  death  Mr.  Smith  mariied  Maria  A'incent, 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Vincent,  of  North  Bristol,  N.  Y. 
Her  children  were  as  follows:  Maria,  William  Young 
and  Quincy  A.  All  these  reside  in  North  Bristol, 
and  William  owns  the  Dr.  A'incent  homestead. 
Both  brothers  are  agrienllurisls,  and  deal  largely  in 
fruits.  Maria  became  the  wife  of  Chauncey  Tay- 
lor, a  farmer  of  the  same  place;  William  wedded 
Elmira  Lee,  and  (Quincy  is  also  married. 

J.  H.  Smith,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  New 
York,  and  from  his  eighteenth  year  resided  with  an 
uncle  in  Lodi,  N.  Y.,  and  in  his  nineteenth  year 
began  teaching  district  school,  "boarding  'round" 
with  the  parents  of  his  scholars.  Working  on  a 
farm  in  summer  and  teaching  during  the  winter  was 
his  occupation  till  his  twenty-first  year,  when  he 
came  to  this  State,  in  184G.  We  mention  the  trip 
of  the  young  man  as  being  a   most  romantic  one, 


also  his  first  from  home.  Taking  a  steamer  on 
Seneca  Lake,  from  J>odi  to  Geneva,  cars  from 
thence  to  Rochester,  then  a  fl^'ing  trip  on  a  Erie 
Canal  packet  to  Buffalo,  a  berth  on  a  steamer  was 
secured  across  Lake  Erie  to  Erie,  Pa.,  from  whence 
he  staged  it  across  that  State  to  Pittsburg,  there 
taking  a  fortnight's  vacation,  and  making  his  brother 
and  sister  a  visit ;  then  securing  passage  on  a  steamer, 
he  sailed  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  to 
St.  Louis,  changing  steamers  and  ariiving  at  Keo- 
kuk, Nov.  .'!,  1<S40.  'J'he  next  morning  he  mounted 
the  stage  running  between  Keokuk  and  Burlinglon, 
and  the  next  da^'  walked  to  the  house  of  Samuel  1>. 
Jagger,  in  Danville  Township,  and  to  this  date  has 
m.'ide  it  his  home.  Within  a  fortnight  he  was 
engaged  as  teacher  in  the  '•Ilanna"  distriet,  and  a 
four-months'  term  was  taught.  He  was  then  pos- 
sessor of  ^•■ib  cash.  In  1847  Mr.  Smith  began 
farminj'  on  his  uncle  Jayi'er's  farm,  in  Danville 
Township,  and  to  this  day  lie  has  the  greatest  love 
for  agriculture. 

Meeting  with  success  in  his  Ijusincss,  Mr.  Smith 
decided  to  have  a  home  of  his  own,  and  Miss  Susan 
R.  Sater  became  his  wife  Oct.  24,  184:».  Their 
domestic  life  was  begun  upon  a  rented  farm,  now 
owned  by  J.  N.  McGohan,  remaining  until  the 
[)urchase  vf  the  lands  upon  which  they  now  reside. 
This  was  a  fertile  tract  of  prairie  land,  though 
uuim|)roved,  and  ever}'  tree  and  building  upon  it 
stands  as  a  monument  to  his  industry  and  thrift. 
Here  all  their  children,  except  the  eldest,  were  born: 
Irwin  J.,  husband  of  Lottie  Ticdeman,  of  Pleasant 
Grove,  is  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Harriet  M.,  wife 
of  Rev.  Dr.  M.  Busby,  of  Brooklyn,  Ifjvva;  Legrande 
S.,  husband  of  Miss  Julia  Glines,  is  a  resident  of 
Fresno,  Cal.,  a  teacher,  and  also  owner  of  a  ranch 
in  tiiat  county;  Arthur  J.  B.,  a  commercial  traveler, 
resides  in  Chicago;  Harvey  S.,  husband  of  Mary 
Dobelbower,  also  resides  at  Chicago,  a  commercial 
salesman;  Lizzie  R.,  wife  of  John  Jagger,  of  Las 
Animas  County,  Colo. ;  Frank  R.  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  Kilmer  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Chicago; 
Charles  A.,  husband  of  Frances  M.  Stoner,  takes 
charge  of  the  home  farm  ;  and  Edwin  D.  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  months. 

The  life  of  J.  H.  Smith  in  this  county  is  such  as 
makes  it  desirable  to  record.     His  wife,  one  of  the 
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most  earnest  Christian  women  in  the  land,  was  a  ! 
loving  mother  and  an  exemplary  wife.  She  was  a  j 
member,  first  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
after  coming  to  Iowa,  both  herself  and  husband 
united  wiih  the  Congregational  Church.  Her  death 
occurred  in  Sacramento,  Cal.,  Nov.  18,  1886.  Her 
devoted  husband  feels  most  heavily  her  loss,  and 
her  kindness  of  heart  and  Christian  virtues  endeared 
her  to  all  with  whom  she  was  acquainted.  Her 
brothers,  Thomas  J.  and  Samuel  P.  Sater,  are  both 
well  known  citizens  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Smith  was  reared  one  of  the  mosl,  ardent  of 
Whigs.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
politics  of  both  his  county  and  State,  but  with  the 
exception  of  acting  as  Township  Clerk,  in  early 
years,  has  taken  no  active  part  in  local  politics. 
He  was  an  anti-slavery  Whig,  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Gen.  Taylor,  and  Fremont  later,  and  on  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Republican  party,  was  one  of  the  first 
to  espouse  its  principles  and  promulgate  its  doc- 
trines, and  has  voted  for  every  Presidential  candi- 
date of  that  party  ui)  to  date,  with  the  exception  of 
1872,  when  his  vote  was  east  for  Horace  Greeley. 

ETER  SMITH  was  born  at  '-The  Lion,"  East- 
burn,  Yorkshire,  England,  Maj^  13,  1795, 
and  when  fourteen  years  old  was  placed  in 
a  counting-house,  where  he  remained  five 
years,  and  then  returned  to  his  father's  farm,  resid- 
ing there  until  he  was  married,  on  the  26th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1819.  His  wife  was  Miss  Martha  Ellison,  of 
Sutton,  in  the  same  county,  the  day  of  her  birth 
being  Jan.  2,  1800.  Her  father  was  a  miller  of 
Barnoldswick,  and  she  was  the  eldest  of-  five  chil- 
dren. For  about  two  years  after  their  marriage, 
Mr.  Smith  carried  on  farming  at  Earn  Hill,  and 
then  he  went  into  milling  and  merchandizing  at 
Sutton.  Going  to  Clcckheaton,  in  Yorkshire,  in 
1826,  he  again  engaged  in  milling,  continuing  there 
until  1835.  His  large  family,  and  the  declining 
prospects  of  business,  induced  him  to  consider  the 
subject  of  emigration,  and  reluctantly  they  left 
their  native  land  and  comfortable  home  to  secure 
for  their  children,  eight  in  number,  a  better  chance 
to   start   in   life.     In  April,  183;"i,  they  left  Liver- 


pool, and  in  due  time  reached  New  York;  thence, 
by  lake  and  river,  to  Beardstown,  111.  Mr.  Smith 
intended  to  locate  in  Sangamon  or  Morgan  Coun- 
ties, in  that  State,  but,  hearing  of  the  Black  Hawk 
purchase,  turned  his  attention  to  Iowa.  On  their 
way,  bj'  teams  across  the  countr}%  they  lost  liieir 
youngest  child,  Albert,  aged  eight  months,  near 
Rushville,  and  his  remains  were  brought  on  and 
buried  at  their  new  home.  On  the  1.5th  of  August, 
1835,  the  famil3'  crossed  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
from  thenceforth  were  identified  with  the  young 
and  growing  community  of  Burlington.  Mr.  Smith 
bought  from  a  Mr.  Bullard  a  claim  supposed  to  be 
about  320  acres,  but  afterward  found  b}'  survey 
to  exceed  370.  Upon  it  there  was  a  cabin,  and  ten 
acres  were  cleared.  He  was  molested  somewhat  by 
squatters,  who  tried  to  jump  his  claim,  and  on  one 
occasion  the  settlers,  to  the  number  of  200  or  more, 
came  to  his  assistance,  and  peaceably  removed 
from  his  land  a  man  whom  he  had  warned  off,  and 
burned  his  cabin.  In  about  four  years  the  land 
came  into  market,  and  Mr.  Smith  procured  the 
title  from  the  Government.  This  tract  of  land, 
which  was  the  northwest  portion  of  section  19  and 
a  part  of  section  18,  about  three  miles  southwest  of 
Burlington,  became,  and  remains,  the  homestead  of 
the  family,  in  connection  with  some  additions 
made  since.  The  family  were  comfortably  guarded 
against  the  weather,  but  they  were  often  without 
necessary  food  during  the  first  year,  .and  Mrs. 
Smith  relates  how  once  her  husband  went  to  get 
flour  at  Burlington  to  quiet  the  children,  who  were 
crying  for  bread,  and  returned  empty-handed;  at 
another  time,  when  the  wife  was  sick  in  bed,  the 
promise  of  a  potato  by  a  kind  neighbor  seemed  to 
her  like  a  special  blessing.  For  four  years  they  had 
not  a  table  in  their  cabin,  and  for  some  time  bed- 
steads were  an  unknown  convenience.  During  these 
earlj'  pioneer  d.ays  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  were 
numerous  and  frequent  visitors,  bnt  troubled  them 
for  naught  except  food,  fresh  beef  being  their  pref- 
erence, and  the  children  learned  much  of  the  Indian 
dialect,  which  is  an  evidence  of  the  familiar  and 
friendly  relations  then  existing  with  the  aborigines. 
As  early  as  1841,  Mr.  Smith  began  lime  burning, 
being  one  of  the  first  and  largest  dealers  in  this 
article;  but  he  kept  on  with  the  improvement  of  his 
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farm,  and  after  a  while  engaged  in  the  stock  feed- 
ing business.  He  raised  wlieat  for  sale,  but  all 
otiier  produce  he  endeavored  to  have  consumed  on 
the  farm. 

The  prosperity  that  follows  methodical  business 
habits  and  eneigy  of  purpose  attended  Jlr.  .Smith 
and  his  familj-  without  interruption  after  the  first 
privations  of  frontier  life  had  been  overcome,  and 
we  pass  down  to  the  j^ear  1869  to  noiice  an  event 
that  is  allotted  by  Providence  to  a  very  few.  On 
the  21st  of  January,  1869,  fifty  j'ears  from  the  day 
the  youthful  couple  stood  up  in  the  quiet  English 
church  and  joined  their  hands  and  hearts  for  life, 
they  again  stood  up  before  their  children  and  chil- 
dren's children,  to  celebrate  their  golden  wedding. 
In  rehearsing  the  jo^'s  and  sorrows  of  the  past,  their 
tedious  struggles  up,  and  peaceful  pass.age  down, 
the  hill  of  life,  and  in  thanks,  congratulations  and 
good  cheer  the  day  wa-s  [lassed.  Before  night  closed 
the  scene,  the  fervent  words  of  that  grand  old 
hymn  (Mr.  .Smith's  favorite),  "Before  Jehovah's 
awful  throne,"  united  all  hearts  and  voices  in 
praise  to  the  Almighty,  and  thus  this  anniversary 
was  ended.  There  were  i)rescnt  upon  this  occasion 
all  but  one  of  their  ten  children,  and  nearly  all  of 
their  tvvent3'-two  grand-children,  with  many  old  and 
valued  friends. 

But  little  over  a  year  from  this  glad  occasion, 
on  the  25th  of  January,  1870,  a  sorrowful  group 
gathered  under  the  same  roof,  for  the  loving  hus- 
band and  kind  father  was  upon  his  bed  of  death. 
In  the  seventy -fifth  year  of  his  age,  after  a  brief  ill- 
ness from  congestion  of  the  lungs,  Mr.  Smith  de- 
parted this  life,  and  in  the  cenietery  at  Burlington 
the  marble  column  indicates  the  resting-place  of 
of  one  of  the  i)ioneers  of  IJes  Moines  Count}- — one 
of  her  distinguished  charactois — "an  honest  man, 
the  noblest  work  of  God." 

By  virtue  of  a  strong  mind  and  thorough  early 
training,  Mr.  .Smith  became,  and  was  , early  recog- 
nized as  an  accurate  business  man,  and  in  compli- 
cated matters  his  advice  was  often  sought.  His 
books  and  pa|)ers,  carefully  kept  until  the  last 
month  of  his  life,  show  a  clear  head  and  a  stcadj' 
hand  such  as  is  hardly  ever  seen  in  men  who  have 
passed  their  three-score  years  and  ten.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Whig  until  the  dissolution  of   that  party, 


and  afterward  generally  acted  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  steadily  refused  all  ofi'ers  of  political 
promotion,  and  was  prouder  to  be  a  citizen  of  the 
Republic  than  an  officer  of  any  degree.  He  was 
possessed  of  strong  moral  sentiments,  and  lived 
and  acted  upon  the  principles  of  conscience  with 
regard  to  sectarian  views,  though  in  religious  opin- 
ions he  was  inclined  toward  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  person  he  was  of  commanding  carriage 
and  pleasant  address;  of  social  and  friendly  dis- 
position; enjoj'cd  vigorous  health;  maintained  ac- 
tive habits,  and  came  to  the  city  almost  daily  until 
five  daj-s  before  his  death.  The  children  living 
are:  Ann.  wife  of  W.  C.  Hunt;  John,  Ellison, 
.Samuel,  William,  Edward,  James;  Jane,  wife  of 
W.  J.  Finch;  George  and  Sarah;  besides  these,  five 
died  in  infancy.  All  of  the  above  are  residing  in 
Iowa,  except  Mrs.  Finch,  of  Macoupin  County,  III. 

ON.  ABRAHAM  G.ADAMS,  deceased,  was 
a  pioneer  of  Buiiington,  Iowa,  of  1839,  and 
for  many  years  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  business  interests  and  local  affairs 
of  that  citj'.  He  was  born  at  Sterling.  Worcester 
Co.,  Mass.,  Sept.  29,  1830.  His  parents,  Reuben  S. 
and  Maria  (Gibbs)  Adams,  were  also  natives  of 
IMassachuselts,  and  were  among  the  early  settlers, 
emigrating  to  Burlington  in  1839.  Their  journey 
from  their  old  home  in  New  England  to  the  West 
was  made  in  the  primitive  manner  of  those  d.ays, 
traveling  by  team  and  canal-boat,  and  being  six 
weeks  in  reaching  St.  Louis.  Arriving  in  that  city 
late  in  the  fall  of  1838,  they  found  navigation 
closed  and  were  obliged  to  defer  the  continuance  of 
their  journe}'  until  the  following  spring,  when,  tak- 
ing passage  on  the  first  upward  bound  boat,  they 
reached  Burlington  April  2,  1839.  Mr.  Adams.  Sr., 
had  visited  that  city  the  July  previous,  and  had 
established,  in  a  small  way,  a  boot,  shoe  and  leather 
house.  On  his  return  with  his  family,  he  resumed 
the  charge  of  his  business,  anil  pushed  it  as  vigor- 
ously as  his  means  and  the  demands  of  a  new  and 
sparsely-settled  countiy  would  allow.  Being  a  man 
of  industrious  and  frugal  habits,  he  prosjiered  in 
his  undertaking,  increasing  his   stock  and   facilities 
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for  business  as  the  country  became  settled  and  in- 
creased demand  for  goods  developed.  He  event- 
ually accumulated  a  fair  capital  and  considerable 
property,  and  made  some  of  the  most  substantial 
improvements  in  the  pioneer  days  of  the  city.  He 
erected  a  one-storj-  brick  buildino;  on  the  present 
site  of  the  German-American  Savings  Bank.  c(Mner 
of  Main  and  Jefferson  streets,  which  he  occupied  as 
a  store  for  many  years.  His  residence  was  that 
now  occupied  and  owned  by  C.  B.  Parsons,  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Spray  street  and  Starr  avenue, 
a  commodious  and  tasty  dwelling,  situated  on  exten- 
sive and  beautiful  grounds.  Mrs.  Parsons  (now 
deceased)  was  formerly  Maria  Adams,  the  only 
daughter  of  R.  S.  Adams,  and  the  only  son  was  A. 
G.  Adams,  Sr..  who  was  so  prominently  identified 
with  the  early  history  of  Burlington,  was  recognized 
as  an  enterprising,  public-spirited  citizen,  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Common  Council  and  took  an  act- 
ive interest  in  public  affairs. 

The  educational  advantages  of  a  new  countrj- 
are  necessarily  of  a  primitive  and  rude  style,  and 
our  subject  coming  here  at  the  age  of  eight  years 
recited  his  first  lessons  in  a  log  school-house,  with  its 
puncheon  floor  and  its  slabs  for  seats  and  desks. 
Later,  his  studies  were  pursued  in  the  liasement  of 
the  "  Old  Zion  Church,"  which  had  been  conveited 
into  a  school-room,  and  where  liie  pioneer  peda- 
gogue ruled  and  taught  in  the  old  fashioned  district 
school  style.  In  1847,  Mr.  Adams  went  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  si)ent  two  years  in  a  large  jobbing 
boot  and  shoe  house,  there  acquiiing  a  knowledge 
of  the  business,  which  proved  valuable  to  him  in 
later  j'ears.  Returning  to  Burlington  in  1849,  he 
assisted  his  fatber  in  the  store,  and  was  admitted  to 
partnershi])  in  1851,  the  business  still  being  con- 
ducted in  his  father's  name.  In  1863,  the  firm 
name  of  "  R.  S.  Adams  &  Co."  was  adopted,  and 
the  business,  which  had  grown  to  important  pro- 
portions, was  conducted  under  that  name  until 
after  the  death  of  R.  S.  Adams,  which  occurred  in 
April,  1864.  Upon  the  settlement  of  the  estate  in 
1865,  A.  G.  Adams  succeeded  to  the  business,  and 
subsequently  carried  it  on  alone  with  marked  suc- 
cess. He  increased  the  manufacturing  facilities  of 
the  house,  and  extended  his  jobbing  traile  until  he 
had  one  of  the  most   important  and  prosperous  es- 


tablishments  in  the  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  line  in 
the  State.  In  1884,  Frank  O.  Adams,  his  son,  was 
made  a  special  partner,  and  is  the  present  manager. 

In  June,  1  852,  Mr.  Adams  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emily  Swain.  She  was  a  lady  possessing 
many  excellencies  of  character  that  endeared  her 
to  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and  her  kindly  sympathy 
and  open-handed  benevolence  relieved  and  cheered 
manj'  who  were  suffering  from  want  or  sickness. 
Her  death  occurred  Dee.  19.  1872.  Seven  children 
survived  her.  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  The 
eldest  son,  Edward  D.,  died  December,  1878,  being 
nearly  twenty-one  yeais  of  age ;  the  three  daugh- 
ters are  Fannie  D.,  Genevieve  and  Mand  L. ;  Arthur 
A.  was  married  Nov.  1,  1882,  to  Miss  Maufl  L. 
Manning,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  retail  boot  and 
shoe  business  on  Jefferson  street,  Burlington  ;  Frank 
O.  and  William  Gale  are  single,  and  the  former  is 
administrator  and  manager  of  his  father's  estate, 
including  the  extensive  boot  and  shoe  factory. 

In  early  life,  Mr.  Adams  was  a  Whig,  and  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  for  President. 
On  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  he  joined 
that  organization,  and  ever  afterward  was  a  faithful 
adherent  to  its  principles  and  an  earnest  worker  in 
its  support.  He  made  many  warm  political  friends, 
some  of  whom  were  the  Nation's  most  illustrious 
heroes  and  statesmen.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  was  his 
warm  friend,  and  on  his  return  voyage  around  the 
worlil  was  his  guest,  together  with  Mrs.  Grant,  Col. 
Fred  Grant,  wife  and  child,  and  others  of  their 
party.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  and  wife  were  fre- 
quent visitors  at  the  Adams  mansion,  and,  in  1880, 
the  Hon.  James  G.  Blaine,  on  his  visit  to  Burlington, 
was  Mr.  Adams'  honored  guest.  Gen.  Grant's  and 
Mr.  Adams'  fathers  were  old  friends,  and  the  Gen- 
eral and  A.  G.  Adams  became  acquainted  at  St. 
Louis  many  years  ago.  In  1878,  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  Mayor  of  Burlington,  re-elected  in  1879, 
and,  after  an  interval  of  five  years,  was  again  elected 
to  the  same  office,  and  re-elected  each  succeeding 
year,  holding  that  ofiSce  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  18th  of  June,  1887.  His 
official  career  was  distinguished  for  rare  executive 
ability,  enterprise  and  devotion  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  city.  His  judgments  and  opinions  had  great 
weight  in  all  questions  of  public  policy,  and  while  he 
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was  progressive  in  his  views,  his  enterprise  and  lib- 
erality were  sufticientlj'  tempered  by  conservatism 
to  command  the  utmost  confidence  and  respect  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 

A  local  paper,  in  si)eaking  of  Mr.  Adams  as  lioad 
of  the  city  government,  said :  "Mr.  Adams  made 
one  of  the  best  executive  officers  Burlington  ever 
had.  His  strict  regaid  for  the  law,  his  personal 
supervision  of  every  defiartment  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment, the  strict  accountability  to  which  every 
employe  was  held,  his  rigid  scrutiny  of  every  expen- 
diture, were  features  of  his  administration  that 
necessarily  created  some  friction,  but  tiie  better 
judgment  of  the  eommunitj-  approved  of  his  course, 
and  the  more  so  as  the  heat  of  peisonal  antagonism 
disappeared  with  the  lapse  of  time  and  tlie  calmer 
judgment  found  sway.  Mr.  Adams  made  a  record 
in  his  administration  of  cit^'  affairs  that  found  an 
enduring  place  in  the  municipal  history  of  tiic  city. 
The  more  it  is  studied,  the  more  its  rugged,  sturd}', 
faithful  characteristics  excite  public  admiration  and 
general  respect.  It  marked  an  era  in  the  city  gov- 
ernment, in  which  the  individuality  of  tlie  successful 
business  man  was  so  thoroughly  impressed  upon 
municii)al  affairs  as  to  secure  tiiat  careful  adminis- 
tration which  human  experience  would  lead  us  to 
seek  only  in  private  business  transactions." 

As  a  business  man,  Mr.  Adams  was  clear-headed, 
sagacious,  prompt  and  upright,  and  his  success  in 
life  was  largely  due  to  his  correct  business  liabits, 
directness  of  purpose  and  unswerving  integrity. 
He  was  eminently  a  self-made  man,  aTid  at  the  time 
of  his  death  had  won  a  foremost  place  among  the 
leading  liusiness  men  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Adams  came  to  Burlington  as  a  boy  a  few 
years  older  than  the  small  village  that  numbered  its 
houses  by  the  score  and  its  people  by  the  hundreds, 
and  during  all  the  years  that  have  passed  in  the  half 
a  century  since  the  village  grew  into  a  great  city, 
with  Mr.  Adams  at  the  head  of  its  government,  his 
life  and  work  were  familiar  to  all.  In  his  younger 
days  his  social  nature,  his  love  of  sport  and  music, 
his  fund  of  humor,  his  mirthful  mimicry,  made  him 
an  enjoyable  companion,  and  the  strong  attach- 
ments and  friendships  then  formed  grew  stronger 
with  the  passing  j-ears.  When  the  responsibilities 
of  important  business  affairs  demanded  his  atten- 


tion he  proved  his  capacity  intiiat  direction,  and  at 
an  earl}'  age  took  rank  with  the  successful  mer- 
chants of  the  city.  In  all  public  enterprises  his  aid, 
encouragement  and  good  counsel  were  alwaj's  read}', 
and  in  the  advocacy  of  any  measure  for  tlie  general 
welfare  his  voice  was  alw.ays  heard.  AVith  an  in- 
telligent appreciation  of  public  affairs,  with  a  broad 
and  liberal  view  of  municipal  matters,  it  was  natural 
enough  that  the  people  besought  him  to  become  the 
chief  officer  of  the  city,  and  his  official  acts  proved 
that  the  trust  was  wisely  imposed. 

A  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Adains  will  be  found  upon 
a  preceding  page. 

\»  OSEPH  H.  EVANS,  a  farmer  of  Des  Moines 
I  County,  residing  on  section  1 1 ,  Union  Town- 
^^1  ship,  was  born  Feb.  8,  1820,  in  Frederick 
<^^)j  County,  Va.,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Nancy  A.  ^Evans)  Evans,  who,  though  of  the  same 
name,  were  not  related.  In  1818  the  parents  emi- 
grated from  their  native  country,  Wales,  to  Amer- 
ica, locating  near  White  Hall,  Frederick  Co.,  Va., 
and  for  the  first  five  years  William  Evans  engaged 
in  carpentering,  but  then  leased  a  small  farm.  This 
worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Hannah,  who  wedded  I'eter  McBride,  died  in  Fount- 
ain County,  Ind.,and  the  husband  is  also  deceased; 
Evan,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
work;  Jane,  wiio  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Patton, 
died  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.;  Morgan,  who  died 
in  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  184.5;  Mary  became  the  wife 
of  a  Mr.  McLiester;  David  died  on  the  voyage  U> 
this  country  of  small-pox.  The  above  mentioned 
children  were  all  born  in  AVales.  Our  subject  was 
next  in  order  of  birth ;  .John  P..  born  in  Frederick 
County,  Va.,  dieil  in  Summit,  Miss.,  in  1884,  leav- 
ing a  wife  and  five  children;  and  William,  whose 
death  occurred  instantly  from  a  limb  falling  from  a 
tree.  The  family  left  Frederick  County,  Va.,  going 
to  Montgomerj-  County,  Ohio,  where  William 
Evans  was  engaged  at  the  caipenter's  trade,  and  in 
1831  he  removed  to  Fountain  Count}',  lud.,  where 
he  settled  upon  a  claim  of  eighty  acres.  He  sub- 
sequently added  to  this  land  until  he  had  193  .acres 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Febru- 
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ary,  1847.  at  the  age  of  sixtj'-four.  After  the  death 
of  her  hiisbanrl,  Mrs.  Elvaiis  niarle  her  home  with 
her  children  until  December  9,  1867,  when  she,  too, 
was  called  to  her  final  rest,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  having  joined  very  earlj-  in  life.  Mr. 
Evans  was  a  man  who  took  an  active  part  in  all 
church  work,  and  was  highh'  respected. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in 
Virginia.  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  in  early  life  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  doing  all  general 
wcirk,  and  when  but  a  lad,  wtis  able  to  make  splen- 
did window  sashes,  which  occupation  he  followed 
for  a  short  time  only.  At  the  age  of  twenty -two  he 
came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  two  years,  but  his  father  coming  to  the 
city,  and  finding  him  sick  with  chills,  took  him  home 
to  Fountain  Count}'.  Ind.,  where  he  remained  until 
June,  1846.  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Mexican  War, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  1st  Indiana  Volunteers. 
Under  Gen.  Taylor,  the}'  went  to  Point  Isabel, 
from  there  to  the  moulh  of  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
Mr.  Evans  saw  Gen.  Scott,  and  to  Matanioras.  re- 
turning home  in  February,  1847.  On  the  oth  of 
August,  of  that  year,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Corse,  and  in  the  spring  of  1848, 
the  young  couple  come  to  Des  Moines  County,  tak- 
ing up  their  residence  upon  a  farm  in  Union  Town- 
ship. By  this  union  two  children  were  born: 
John  AV.,  a  farmer  near  Livingston,  Mont. ;  Frank 
R.  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years  and  seven  months. 
In  1850  Mr.  Evans  made  a  trip  to  California,  re- 
maining until  Februaiy.  1 85o,  there  engaging  in 
mining,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  Return- 
ing home  he  purchased  278  acres  of  land  in  Union 
Township,  now  owned  by  Conrad  Lee,  for  which  he 
paid  §7,000,  and  two  years  later  sold  it  for  $1 1 ,000  ; 
and  in  the  spring  of  1850  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  his  brother  in  the  lumber  business,  con- 
tinuing in  that  business  until  1861,  when  he  sold 
out  and  rented  a  farm  in  Flint  River  Township,  of 
140  acres,  which  he  afterward  purchased. 

In  1871,  Mrs.  Evans  was  called  to  her  fin.il  rest. 
She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  a  most  estimable  lady.  Our  subject  was  again 
united  in  marriage,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Delashmutt,  widow 
of  W.  W.  Delashmutt,  becoming  his  wife.     She  is 


a  daughter  of  B.  S.  Gregg,  and  by  her  first  marriage 
had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Emma,  wife  of  A.  G.  Pearson  of  Sacramento 
County,  Cal. ;  Ellen  F.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  school  of  Burlington  ;  Harry  G.,  a  resident  of 
New  York  Cit}-;  and  William,  a  photographer  of 
Colorado.  One  child  was  born  to  thissecond  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans — Benjamin  G.  Until  1880, 
Mr.  Evans  remained  upon  the  farm  in  Flint  River 
Township,  but  at  that  time  they  became  residents  of 
Union  Township,  residing  on  section  11,  where  they 
have  a  finely  cultivated  farm,  though  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Flint  River  Township  is  still  in  his  pos- 
session. This  worthy  couple  are  both  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Evans  in  early  life  was  a  Democrat,  but  on  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  he  gave  his 
adherence  to  its  principles,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  an  active  supporter.  He  voted  for  the  repre- 
sentatives who  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
of  Iowa.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  everything 
for  the  advancement  of  the  county,  and  as  a  citizen 
Mr.  Evans  stands  in  the  front  rank. 


<^f?  J.  HANKS,  who  is  a  pioneer  of  Des  Moines 
(@/u  \    County,  Iowa,  resides  on  section  7,  Pleas- 

//(  L%  ant  Grove  Township.  He  was  born  in  1815, 
in  Grayson  County,  Ky.,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Hall)  Hanks.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  his  sister, 
Nancy  Hanks,  was  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Mrs.  Hanks  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1824 
the  family  emigrated  to  Indiana,  where  they  re- 
mained but  a  few  months,  and  then  removed  to 
Sangamon  County,  111.,  where  they  made  their  home 
for  one  year.  They  then  became  residents  of  Ma- 
con County,  111.,  where  Mr.  Hanks  purchased  a 
farm,  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-five  years. 
The  mother  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  yeais.  Mr.  Hanks  was  enrolled  as  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution,  but  the  struggle  was 
ended  before  he  was  received  into  active  service. 
His  occupation  w.as  that  of  farming  and  blacksmith- 
ing,  and  .is  a    business   man,  having  considerable 
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natural  ability,  he  was  very  successful.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hanks  were  tbe  parents  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest,  and  three  are  still 
living:  John,  now  residing  in  Humboldt  Countj', 
Cal.,  is  engaged  in  farming;  Lucinda,  wife  of 
Thomas  Douglas,  also  of  California;  and  A.  J. 
Hanks. 

Our  subject  removed  with  his  parents  to  Illinois, 
where,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1837,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Meliuda  Porter,  a  native  of  San- 
gamon, 111.,  and  a  daughter  of  Henr}'  Porter.  Two 
years  later,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanks  decided  to  make 
their  home  in  Iowa,  and  emigrated  to  Des  Moines 
County,  reaching  their  destination  March  9,  1839. 
Mr.  Hanks  entered  200  acres  of  land  in  Pleasant 
Grove  Township,  from  which  he  had  to  grub  the 
brush  and  roots  from  all  but  eight  acres.  He  built 
a  small  cabin,  immediately  began  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm,  and  here  has  lived  for  almost  half  a  cent- 
ury, having  added  to  his  possessions  till  he  owned 
about  614  acres,  though  he  lias  now  given  it  all  to 
his  children  except  a  small  tract  of  twenty-four 
acres,  which  he  retains  for  his  own  use.  Since 
settling  in  this  county,  he  has  witnessed  and  aided 
in  the  development  which  has  transfoimed  the  un- 
broken (irairie  into  beautiful  farms  and  homes,  has 
seen  the  raiiid  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
founding  schools  and  establishing  churches,  and 
may  well  feel  an  honest  pride  in  knowing  that, 
with  other  pioneers,  he  has  been  instrumental  in 
raising  Des  Moines  County  to  its  present  high  posi- 
tion in  the  great  State  of  Iowa. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanks  were  born  nine  children: 
Caroline,  wife  of  William  Hawks,  of  Phillips  County, 
Kan. ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  McNeil,  a  resident 
of  Pleasant  Grove  Township;  Charles,  whose  home 
is  also  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township;  Mary  Ann. 
widow  of  A.  C.  Shepherd,  who  laid  down  his  life  in 
defense  of  the  Union ;  Melinda  wedded  Milton 
Evans,  of  Pleasant  Grove  Township;  Nancy  is  the 
wife  of  Newton  De  Spain,  of  Pleasant  Grove  Town- 
shii);  William  Henry,  also  residing  in  the  same 
townshii);  Celia,  wife  of  G.  W.  Matthews,  of  Pleas- 
ant Grove  Township;  and  Matilda,  wife  of  John 
Carter,  of  Pleasant  Grove  Township.  The  mother 
of  these  children,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  died  on  the  29th  of  April,  1856,  and    Mr. 


Hanks  was  then  married  to  Sophia  Rowe,  a  native 
of  New  Jersej'.  Her  death  occurred  Aug.  27.  1879, 
and  on  the  7th  of  January,  18.S1,  Mrs.  Milcah 
(Gardiner)  Morand  became  his  wife. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanks  are  members  of  the  Church 
of  God.  He  has  been  a  deacon  in  the  church  f(jr 
many  years,  and  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  its 
needs.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee 
and  various  other  township  offices,  and  has  never 
had  a  lawsuit  in  his  life,  of  which  fact  few  can 
boast.  Mr.  Hanks  received  but  limited  educational 
advantages,  his  education  being  mostly  olitained 
through  his  own  efforts.  He  commenced  life  a  [)oor 
boy,  but  by  hard  work  and  good  management  has 
been  remarkably  successful  financially,  and  has 
aided  his  child len  materially,  giving  to  all  good 
homes.  During  the  fifty  years  of  his  residence  in 
Des  Moines  County  he  has  gained  the  confidence 
and  good-will  of  the  people  by  his  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity, and  as  a  citizen  receives  the  highest  respect 
and  esteem  of  all. 
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Jf  ACOB  LEFFLER.  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
I  residing  on  section  2,  Union  Township,  and 
a  pioneer  of  183,5,  was  born  in  Ohio  County, 
^  '  W.  Va.,  M-iy  10,  1827.  He  is  a  son  of 
Absalom  and  Margaret  McClure  (Mitchell)  Leffler, 
the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter 
of  Virginia.  To  them  were  born  five  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Hugh  M.,  a  farmer  residing  near 
Stockton,  Cal. ;  Susan  B.  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  B. 
Leffler,  who  was  born  in  Coiydon,  Ind.,  and  is  now 
quite  a  well-to-do  business  man  of  Stockton,  Cal., 
where  he  located  in  1852;  our  subject  is  third  in 
order  of  birth;  Richard  H.  died  in  Stockton,  Cal., 
in  April,  1876;  Samuel,  who  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Craig,  a  native  of  Maryland,  became  a  resident  of 
Stockton,  Cal.,  in  1850,  and  is  one  of  its  highly  re- 
spected citizens;  Robert  died  in  Stockton  in  1877; 
Sarah  J.  died  in  1840,  aged  five  years;  Clarissa  be- 
came the  wife  of  Edward  Keep,  the  founder  of  the 
Globe  Foundry  of  Stockton.  Cal.  Four  years  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Keep,  the  lad}'  was  .again  united 
ill  marriage,  with  James  C.  Gage,  who  removed  to 
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Stockton,  Cal.,  in  1849,  and  lias  become  one  of  the 
wealthy  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  that  vicinity. 

As  before  stated  the  Leffler  family  came  to  Des 
Moines  County  in  1835,  the  father  i)re-empting  a 
claim  of  IGO  acres  on  section  2,  Union  Township, 
adding  other  lands  from  time  to  time,  both  in  Union 
and  Flint  River  Townshii)s,  and  at  length  he  had 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  countj-.  Mr.  Leffler 
was  only  permitted  to  enjoy  his  new  home  for  about 
seven  years,  being  ''ailed  to  his  final  rest  in  1841. 
He  was  born  in  1  796,  and  was  one  of  the  hospitable 
and  higlily  respected  citizens  of  the  community. 
Mrs.  Leffler,  who  was  born  .Jan.  .31,  1799,  survived 
her  husband  until  June  19,  1876,  dying  at  the  age 
of  seventj'-seven  years.  She  was  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  Oakland,  Cal.,  and  her  remains  now  lie  in  the 
cemetery  at  Stockton,  Cal.,  where  she  had  gone  to 
make  her  home  with  her  children. 

AVith  the  exception  of  seven  years  spent  in  Cali- 
fornia our  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines 
Count}'  since  1835.  His  limited  education  was  ob- 
tained in  a  log  school-house,  so  common  at  that 
early  da}-.  Until  1849  Mr.  Leffler  remained  an  in- 
mate of  the  parental  home,  but  in  that  year  he 
made  a  trip  to  California  being  among  the  first 
emigrants  to  that  State.  He  went  across  the  plains 
with  a  mule  team  in  company  with  Andrew  Sturges, 
a  brother  of  Gen.  Sturges,  and  remained  there  tvvo 
years,  engaging  in  mining  and  freighting.  He  drove 
the  first  team  of  mules  to  Nevada  Cit^',  then  a  min- 
ing camp.  On  his  return  liome  Mr.  Leffler  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Cameron,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  on  the  25th  of  November, 
1851.  She  was  born  in  Rockville,  Ind.,  May  27, 
1830,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Salena  (Mann) 
Cameron.  Mr.  Leffler  was  accompanied  b}'  liis 
young  wife  on  his  trip  to  California  in  1851,  this 
time  the  trip  being  made  with  ox  teams,  and  in  that 
State  they  resided  until  1856,  when  they  returned 
to  the  old  home  farm  in  IJes  Moines  County,  where 
thev  have  lived  continuously  since.  Mr.  Leffler  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
township. 

To  tliis  worthy  couple  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren: liirdie,  born  May  20,  1851),  died  in  August, 
1864;  Frank,  born  July  10,  1859,  died  in  January, 
•4* 


1862;  Edward  L.,  born  April  27,  1866,  was  a  twin 
(the  other  child  dying  when  only  ten  weeks  old),  now 
at  home  with  his  parents;  Hattie,  born  Dec.  30, 
1869,  is  still  residing  at  home.  Mrs.  Leffler  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Leffler 
has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee  for  two 
terms,  and  discharged  the  duties  .acceptably,  and  as 
a  citizen  none  stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  the 
people  than  does  our  subject.  He  Is  a  close  ob- 
server, and  has  always  been  a  great  admirer  of 
President  Lincoln.  He  is  a  great  lover  of  tine 
horses,  and  upon  his  farm  will  be  found  a  good 
grade  of  the  Hambletonian  stock. 


OWA  J.  SMITH,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born 
Jan.  1,  1838,  and  is  the  oldest  male  citizen  born 
in  Des  Moines  Count}'.  Here  he  grew^to  man- 
hood, receiving  such  education  as  tiie  schools  of 
those  days  afforded,  and  .as  soon  as  ho  was  old 
enough  to  handle  a  [ilow,  he  began  working  on  the 
farm.  In  1866  Mr.  Smith  built  the  livery  stable  on 
the  corner  of  Third  and  Valley  streets,  eng.aging  in 
that  business  for  seven  years.  In  1862  he  went  to 
Idaho,  and  there  engaged  in  mining,  accumulating 
considerable  wealth,  and  after  his  return  he  en- 
gaged in  the  raising  and  training  of  fast  stock,  in 
which  business  he  still  continues.  He  is  a  thorough 
horseman. 


AJ.  JERRY  SMITH,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the 
If/MW  earliest  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  a  sm.all  lad, 
and  he  then  went  with  his  mother  to  Greene 
County,  111.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  he  offered  his  services,  and  was  com- 
missioned Major.  Before  entering  the  service,  he 
studied  civil  engineering,  following  the  same  for 
several  years,  and  after  his  service  in  the  war,  he 
came  to  Flint  Hills,  now  Burlington,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  trading  with  the  Indians  and 
the  few  settlers  who  afterward  came  to  the  county. 
Purchasing  a  farm  on  what  is  now  West  avenue  of 
Burlington,   Maj.  Smith  there   erected    a  house,  a 
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portion  of  which  yet  stands.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  grand  jurors  of  the  county-,  and  the  builder  of 
the  first  State  House  of  Iowa,  to  which  something 
of  a  history  attaciies,  although  the  existence  of  the 
structure  was  brief  and  brilliant.  When  the  Legis- 
lature voted  to  come  to  Burlington  in  1837,  there 
was  no  suitable  place  in  which  the  noble  body  could 
meet,  consequently  it  became  necessary  to  erect  a 
building.  Now,  it  chanced  that  in  those  early  days 
there  were  two  men  of  the  same  name  located  at 
Burlington,  both  known  as  "Jeremiah  Smith,"  and 
between  whom  a  cousinship  existed.  To  distinguish 
one  from  the  other,  it  became  customary  to  speak 
of  the  younger  as  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.,  while  the 
elder  accepted  the  less  respectful  title  of  "Old 
Jerry."  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  sought  after,  and  obtained, 
the  job  of  building  the  State  House,  and,  during 
tlie  summer  of  1837.  carried  out  his  agreement. 
When  the  Legislature  assembled,  the  two  Houses 
convened  in  a  two-story  frame  building,  which  did 
credit  alike  to  the  city  of  Burlington  and  the  eon- 
tractor.  The  house  was  heated  liy  a  large  fireplace, 
and  in  December  the  heating  apparatus  proved  too 
much  for  the  general  building,  and  after  the  Legis- 
lature had  adjourned  for  tiie  night,  the  boasted 
State  House  disappeared  in  smoke.  The  building 
was  located  on  Main  street,  between  Court  and 
Columbia.  M.aj.  Smith  made  application  to  Con- 
gress for  relief,  and  his  claim,  which  exceeded 
14,000,  was' allowed,  but  a  fatality  seemed  to  follow 
his  work,  for,  soon  after  the  allowance  of  his  claim, 
"Old  Jerry"  visited  the  Capital,  and  there  met 
Delegate  Jones,  who,  through  mistaken  identity, 
told  him  that  his  request  had  been  granted,  and 
that  he  could  get  the  money  bj-  making  the  neces- 
sary application  and  giving  a  receipt  for  same.  "Old 
Jerry"  vvas  quick  to  see  the  possibility  of  making 
his  trip  to  Washington  a  profitable  one,  and  hastened 
to  draw  the  funds,  receipting  for  them  in  the  name 
of  "Jeremiah  Smith,"  which  he  could  legally  do.  It 
speedily  became  known  that  "Old  Jerry"  had  se- 
cured the  mone}',  but  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Smith  to  make  him  return  the  same  were  of  no 
avail,  and  he  never  obtained  a  dollar  of  the  allow- 
ance. 

Maj.  Smith  was   united   in    marriage  with    Miss 
Ellen  Potts,  and  eight  children  were  born  of  their 


union:  William  H. ;  George  F. ;  Etna,  the  wife  of 
W.  W.  Mash,  deceased,  resides  in  Burlington;  Sam- 
uel, of  this  county;  Amelia,  who  was  born  in  Dos 
Moines  County,  became  the  wife  of  A.  T.  Hay,  of 
Joliet,  111.;  Iowa  J.,  of  Burlington;  Jerry  L.,  also 
of  this  city;  and  Adna,  of  Joliet,  111.  Maj.  Smith 
died  in  1852,  and  his  wife  in  1885.  She  w.as  a 
life-long  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

AMUEL  SMITH,  general  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  19,  Burlington 
Township,  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Cleckheaton,  Yorkshire,  England, 
Oct.  2G,  1826.  At  the  age  of  four  he  began  at- 
tending school  in  his  native  country,  continuing  his 
studies  until  the  age  of  nine,  when  the  family  emi- 
grated to  America.  He  resided  upon  his  father's 
farm  until  1850,  when,  deciding  to  go  West,  he 
started  with  an  ox-team  over  the  plains,  the  jour- 
ney consuming  three  months  and  twenty  days,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  arrived  at  Ringgold,  Cal. 
Near  that  town  he  began  digging  gold,  being  quite 
successful,  and  bj'  economical  living  was  able  to 
lay  up  some  money.  Leaving  California  in  the 
summer  of  1851,  Mr.  Smith  made  a  visit  to  his  old 
home,  remaining  there  until  tlie  following  spring, 
when,  accompanied  by  his  brother  William,  he  once 
more  made  the  trip  to  California,  again  crossing 
the  plains  with  a  team,  and  remained  there  until 
1861,  engaged  in  mining  and  tending  water  works. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  Mr.  Smith 
gave  proof  of  his  patriotism  by  enlisting  at  the 
President's  first  call  for  troops.  Becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  4th  California  Infantry,  he  served  three 
years,  having  charge  of  a  scouting  party  for  about 
half  of  the  time,  the  regiment  doing  duty  in 
Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Washington  Territory. 
He  was  discharged  from  the  service  at  the  close  of 
the  war  at  Fort  Juma,  Cal.  He  was  a  brave  and 
gallant  soldier,  always  ready  for  the  performance  of 
any  duty. 

After  being  discharged  Mr.  Smith  went  up  into 
the  mountains  for  a  month  or  so  for  the  purpose  of 
recruiting  his  health.  Then  proceeding  to  Santa 
Cruz  County  he  remained  there  until  October,  1865. 
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Returning  home  at  that  time  he  took  charge  of  the 
home  farm,  which  occupation  he  has  still  continued 
and  '250  broad  acres  paj-  tribnte  to  his  labors.  This 
farm,  known  as  Rockwood  Giange,  is  one  of  the 
best  cultivated  in  Burlington  Township.  Mr.  Smith 
has  long  been  identified  with  the  leading  business 
interests  of  the  count}',  and  in  connection  with  his 
farm  is  associated  in  the  Island  Mills,  together  with 
other  minor  interests.  For  some  time  he  has  been 
in  failing  health,  probabl}-  on  account  of  disease 
contracted  in  tlie  army.  He  is  a  member  of  Des 
Moines  Lodge,  No.  1.,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Iowa  Chapter, 
No.  1,  R.  A.  M.,  St.  Omar  Commandery.  No.  15, 
K.  T.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Matthias  Post,  No. 
5,  G.  A.  R.,  and  Washington  Lodge,  No.  1,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  all  of  Burlington,  roliticail^',  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  in  every  relation  of  life  sustains  the 
reputation  of  an  upright  man  and  good  citizen. 


ijy^,  ARCUS  SIMPSON,  Secretary,  Treasurer 
and  Geneial  Manager  of  the  Linseed  Oil 
Compan}'  (sec  sketch  of  business  under 
business  heading),  was  born  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  Jan.  1,  1840,  emigrated  to  America  in 
1857,  made  bis  home  in  Chicago,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  paint  business  until  1875,  when  he 
came  to  Burlington,  Iowa.  He  pursued  the  same 
line  of  business  in  this  city  until  1880.  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  F.  B.  Jaggar  in  the  lin- 
seed oil  business.  On  the  incorporation  of  the  Bur- 
lington Linseed  Oil  Company,  of  which  he  was  one 
of  the  incorporators  and  proprietors,  and  was  chosen 
to  the  position  he  now  holds  as  given  above.  Mr. 
Simpson  is  a  thorough  business  man  of  progressive 
ideas  and  untiring  energy.  He  is  bound  to  develop 
the  linseed  oil  industry  in  this  section  bej'ond  any- 
thing j'et  accomplished.  To  that  end  he  is  endeav- 
oring to  encourage  the  growing  of  flax  and  the  use 
of  oil  cake  as  stock  food  among  farmers. 

Mr.  Simpson  is  a  Republican  in  politics  of  pro- 
nounced pi-otection  ideas,  and  while  in  no  sense  an 
aspirant  for  public  office,  he  lakes  an  active  interest 
in  political  matters.  On  the  1 2th  of  October,  1864, 
he  was  married  at  Trout  River,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.   Holbrook,  a  native  of  Franklin  County, 


N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Fannie  (Walker) 
Holbrook,  who  were  both  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  were  descendants  of  families 
that  emigrated  to  that  State  in  the  seventeenth 
centurv. 
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\¥|  AMES  W.  SMITHER.  Among  the  many 
energetic  and  successful  business  men  of 
Burlington,  Iowa,  no  one,  perhaps,  is  de- 
serving of  more  complimentary  mention 
than  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
Everj'  new  industry  that  gives  emplo3'ment  to  num- 
erous hands  and  brings  money  to  circulate  in  all 
classes  of  trade  is  a  substantial  acquisition  to  the  re- 
sources of  a  community',  and  the  candy  and  cr.acker 
factory  of  Mr.  Smither  is  such  a  one.  He  bought 
out  a  small  cracker  factory  in  1882,  increased  its 
capacitj'  and  added  the  manufacture  of  cand}'  on  a 
large  .scale.  His  business  now  gives  employment  to 
from  sixty -five  to  seventy-five  hands,  and  annually 
amounts  to  $165,000.  (See  notice  of  this  house  in 
the  list  of  business  establishments,  elsewhere  in  this 
work.) 

James  W.  Smither  was  born  near  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  May  2,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (O'Neil)  Smither.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  Kentucky;  the  father  was  born  near  Lexington, 
and  the  mother  in  Owen  County.  James  W.  was 
educated  in  the  caramon  schools  and  Franklin  Col- 
leare.  His  earlj'  life  was  passed  on  a  farm,  and  when 
old  enough  to  engage  in  business  he  secured  a  place 
in  the  United  States  mail  service  under  President 
Lincoln's  first  administration.  In  1864  he  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  in  Indianapolis  and  carried 
it  on  for  three  j'ears;  he  then  spent  one  year  in  the 
furniture  business,  and  not  being  satisfied  in  that 
line  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Parrott  &  Co., 
in  the  cracker  business;  after  spending  a  year  with 
that  firm,  he  sold, out  and  formed  a  partnership 
under  the  firm  name  of  Daggett  &  Co.,  and  en- 
giiged  in  the  manufacture  of  candies.  This  latter 
business  being  more  to  his  taste,  he  engaged  in 
it  in  Indianapolis  until  1882,  when  he  sold  out 
and  came  to  Burlington,  where  he  purchased  the 
small  cracker  factory,  increased  the  business,  added 
the  manufacture  of  candy  and  the  wholesaling  of 
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foreign  fruits  and  nuts,  and  now  has  one  of  tlie 
largest  establishments  in  this  line  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Smither  was  married  at  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
Jan.  5,  isfi4.  to  Miss  Imogenc  Webster,  who  died 
in  October,  1879,  leaving  a  child  living,  a  daughter, 
Stell.T,  M. ;  a  son,  Ilarve}',  died  aged  four  years.  Mr. 
Smither  was  married  to  his  present  wife  Oct.  23, 
1881.  She  was  Mrs.  Amanda  Copeland,  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  J.  T.  Boyd,. and  was  born  in  Ohio.  She  had 
three  children  by  her  former  marriage — Carrie  V., 
William  B.  and  Bert  Copeland.  Mr.  Smither  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  but  lias  never  been  an  aspir- 
ant for  public  ottice.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
membersof  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Burlington. 

Mr.  Smither  has  ever  been  ready  to  encourage 
any  enterprise  for  the  common  good  of  the  com- 
munity, and  has  contributed  substantial  aid  to 
many  public  enterprises.  He  gave  personal  sub- 
scription to  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.,also  the  T.,  P. 
&  W.  and  B.  &  N.  W.,  and  has  assisted  largely,  bj- 
voluntary  subscription,  in  paving  and  otherwise  im- 
IMoving  the  streets,  and  establishing  the  South  Hill 
street  railroad. 


(|  ji  ILLIAM  H.  CARTWRIGHT,  a  well-known 
\^/l  citizen  of  IMediapolis,  Des  Moines  Co., 
\y^  Iowa,  comes  from  a  family  whose  name  has 
been  a  household  word  througiiout  tlie  West  for 
almost  three-fourths  of  a  century,  lie  can  trace 
his  ancestry  back  for  many  generations.  William 
Cartvvright,  of  Normandy,  was  father  of  a  son  also 
named  William,  born  in  Wales.  He  h.ad  a  son,  Ed- 
ward, born  in  Ireland,  who  was  the  father  of  Br^-ant, 
born  in  Martha's  Vineyard.  The  latter  also  had  a 
son  named  Bryant,  born  in  the  same  place,  who  was 
the  father  of  James,  the  giandf.ather  of  the  subject 
of  our  sketch. 

James  Cartwright  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
born  July  10,  1772,  four  years  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  first 
impressions  were  doubtless  in  connection  with  that 
war  and  the  stirring  events  which  followed,  result- 
ing in  the  formation  of  the  American  Union.  An 
ardent  patriot,  a  lover  of  liberty,  he  left  the   im- 


press of  his  character  upon  all  his  children,  some  of 
whom  have  since  become  distinguished  in  Church 
and  State.  Reared  upon  a  farm  and  breathing  the 
pure  air  of  heaven,  he  became  strong  of  limb  and 
strong  of  mind.  In  earlj^  life  he  made  a  confession 
of  faith,  united  with  the  Baptist  Church,  and  hav- 
ing a  love  for  the  cause  of  his  Master  entered  the 
ministry,  and,  as  opportunity  was  afforded  him, 
preached  the  Word.  In  1793  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Catherine  Tryon,  who  bore  him 
eleven  children,' all  of  whom  grew  to  be  adults: 
Clarissa,  born  April,  171)4,  died  uimiarried  ;  Daniel 
G.,  born  March  27.  1796,  died  J.an.  14,  1873;  Sarah, 
born  Sept.  28,  1798,  died  unmarried;  Anna,  Iwrn 
Dec.  6.  1802,  married  Dr.  Doran,  of  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  1805;  William  Tiyon, 
born  May  5,  1804,  died  in  Dorchester,  Canada,  in 
May,  1884:  James  IL,  born  Feb.  27,  1808,  died  at 
Omaha,  Neb.,  in  1878:  Barton  H.,  born  March  9, 
1810,  now  resides  in  Oregon,  III.,  and  is  a  well- 
known  ])ioneer  Methodist  Episcopal  pieacher;  Silas 
D.,  born  March  30,  1812,  died  at  Agency  City, 
Iowa,  in  18.56;  Darius  B.,  born  Jan.  8,  1814.  died 
at  Drain,  Oregon,  in  186.5;  Catherine,  born  Se[)t. 
9,  1818,  married  W.  Collins,  and  died  in  New  York; 
Almira,  born  Dec.  21,  1 820,  married  Isaiah  Mes- 
senger, and  died  in  New  York.  The  mother  of 
those  children  was  boin  March  2(5,  1775,  died  May 
6,  1852,  and  was  buried  in  the  Kossuth  cemetery,  in 
Yellow  .Spring  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa. 
In  1822  James  Cartwright  exchanged  some  prop- 
erty in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  he  was  then 
residing,  for  land  in  the  military  tract  of  Illinois, 
comprising  about  two  sections,  and  at  once  came 
West  to  look  after  his  purchase.  While  here  he  was 
taken  sick,  and  with  a  fiiend  went  in  a  canoe  down 
Spoon  River  to  the  Illinois  River,  and  down  that 
stream  to  the  present  site  of  Griggsville,  Pike  Co., 
111.,  where  he  died  after  an  illness  of  eight  d.ays, 
being  unable  to  secure  the  services  of  a  physician. 
His  remains  were  interred  on  a  bluff  four  miles 
below  Griggsville,  at  a  place  then  known  as  Ed- 
jvard's  Ferry.  In  the  fall  of  1887  William  H.  Cart- 
wright, a  grandson,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
had  his  remains  removed,  and  on  the  22d  day  of 
November  they  were  interred  beside  those  of  his 
beloved  wife,  in  the  cemeter3'  at  Kossuth,  Iowa. 
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Daniel  G..  the  second  child  and  first  son  of  James 
and  Catherine  Cartwright,  was  born  in  Sempronius, 
N.  Y.,  March  27,  1796,  and  grew  to  manhood  on 
his  father's  farm,  receiving  a  limited  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  State.  In  1820  he 
married  Miss  Melinda  Messenger,  also  a  native  of 
New  Yorli,  born  July  10,  1804.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  tiiem  :  William  H.,  our  subject;  James 
R.,  born  Oct.  20,  1826.  now  resides  at  Eldorado 
Springs,  Mo.,  eng.iged  in  farming;  Clarissa  H.,  born 
Ma_v  6,  1829,  is  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Crowder,  a  drug- 
gist in  Mediapolis,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  given  on 
another  page;  Hiram  M.,  born  Nov.  10,  1831.  is 
engaged  in  fruit-growing,  in  Lincoln,  Cal. ;  Daniel 
C,  born  June  29,  1834,  is  in  the  drug  business,  .it 
Pomona,  Cal.;  Catherine,  born  Oct.  9,  1837,  re- 
sides at  North  Bloomtield,  Nevada  Co.,  Cal.,  and  is 
the  widow  of  W.ashington  Johnson;  Nelson  K., 
born  July  22^  1840,  is  a  ranchman  and  miller,  re- 
siding at  Junction,  Idaho;  P.  Jane,  born  April  10, 
1843,  is  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Job,  a  farmer  of  West 
Line,  Mo. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-five  Daniel  Cartwright  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  soon 
develuiicd  a  talent  for  public  speaking.  Believing 
the  West  afforded  a  greater  opportunity'  for  the 
exercise  of  his  talents,  and  a  better  field  forgather- 
ing souls  into  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  he  determined 
to  move,  and  in  1835  came  with  his  family  to  War- 
ren County,  111.,  where  he  remained  until  the  fol- 
lowing }'ear,  and  then  came  to  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  which  afterward  continued  to  be  his  home. 
He  first  located  in  Union  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  partially  improved  farm,  on  which  the 
family  lived  till  1845.  when  he  sold  out  and  pur- 
_chased  240  acres  of  l.nnd  in  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
ship, which  he  brought  to  a  liigh  state  of  cultivation. 
Here  the  family  lived  until  1857,  when  they  moved 
near  Kossuth.  In  1866,  tlie  family  having  been 
scattered,  the  old  folks  broke  up  housekeeping  and 
made  their  home  with  their  son  William  H. 

On  coming  West  Mr.  Cartwright  united  with  the 
Illinois  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  tlie  spring  of  1836  was  assigned  to 
the  Iowa  circuit,  which  embraced  all  the  inhabited 
parts  of  Iowa,  then  a  (lortion  of  AVisconsin  Terri- 
tory.    As    the    Territory  increased    in    population 


new  circuits  and  new  stations  were  formed,  and  he 
was  assigned  a  circuit  embracing  all  of  Iowa  north 
of  the  Iowa  River.  The  hardshijis  endured  while  a 
circuit-rider,  traveling  on  iiorseback  hundreds  of 
miles,  his  regular  appointments  being  scores  of 
miles  ap.art,  and  the  houses  of  worship  the  rude 
cabins  of  the  pioneers,  can  scarcely  be  described, 
while  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  reader  to 
realize  them.  The  toils  and  privations  were  counted 
as  naught  by  him,  the  good  of  his  fellow-men  being 
his  sole  desire.  "  Christ  and  him  Crucified  "  was 
his  theme,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  him  to  break  the 
bread  of  life  to  hungry  souls.  After  being  fully 
tried,  and  found  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly'  divining  the  word  of  truth,  be  was, 
on  the  14th  day  of  September,  1839,  ordained  a 
De.acon  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by 
Bishop  Thomas  A.  Morris,  of  Illinois.  Asa  Deacon 
in  the  church  his  opportunities  for  usefulness  were 
greatly  enlarged,  and  no  duty  did  he  ever  shirk. 
With  a  strong  voice,  cultivated  and  strengthened 
by  much  outdoor  speaking,  with  a  zeal  born  of  love 
of  God  and  love  for  his  fellow-men,  every  talent 
that  he  jjossessed  was  devoted  to  the  cause  of  his 
Savior.  The  Church  in  that  early  day  was  poor  as 
respects  this  world's  goods,  though  rich  in  the  faith, 
and  those  laboring  for  the  Master  were  compelled, 
like  those  in  Apostolic  times,  almost  to  labor  with- 
out money  and  without  price.  That  his  family 
might  live,  and  that  they  might  be  provided  with 
some  of  the  comforts  of  life,  he  was  compelled  to 
carrj-  on  farming  with  the  aid  of  his  good  wife  and 
their  elder  sons.  In  fact  the  farm  work  was  left 
almost  exclusively  to  the  children,  who  did  their 
|)art  well. 

Living  in  a  day  when  the  slaver3'  question  was, 
outside  of  the  Gospel,  the  most  important  one  to 
engage  the  minds  of  the  people,  he  took  strong 
grounds  against  the  institution,  especially  against 
its  introduction  into  free  territory.  Believing  it  a 
great  wrong,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  express  his 
views  in  regard  to  it,  and  in  the  division  of  the 
Church  occasioned  by  the  slavery  question,  he  took 
his  stand  with  those  who  believed  that  "  all  men  were 
created  with  certain  inalienable  rights,"  among 
which  were  "  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness."    On  the  temperance  question  he  was  no  less 
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outspoken,  urging  upon  the  people  the  necessitj'  of 
abstaining  from  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks,  declar- 
ing, wilh  tlie  Ajtostle.  that '-no  drunkard  can  in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  lieaven." 

After  living  a  truly  Christian  life  for  almost  half 
a  century-,  engaging  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in 
the  self-sacrificing  life  of  a  pioneer  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  this  good  man  passed  to  his  heavenly  re- 
ward at  tlie  house  of  his  son  William,  on  the  14th 
of  J.anuary,  1SS73.  in  the  seventy-seventh  j-ear  of 
his  age.  Of  him  it  can  be  truly  said  in  the  words 
of  the  Scriptures,  "  Blessed  are  the  deail  which  die  in 
the  Lord  from  henceforth :  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labors;  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
His  wife  survived  him  eleven  j'ears,  dying  Nov. 
24.  1884.  A  noble  Christian  woman,  she  was  truly 
a  helpmate  for  the  one  she  loved,  and  bore  without 
a  murmur  the  sacrifices  required  of  one  who  was  the 
wife  of  a  pioneer  preacher. 

William  H.  Cartwright.  the  eldest  son  of  Daniel 
G.  and  Melinda  Cartwright,  w.as  born  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  '20,  1823,  and  when  twelve 
years  of  age  came  West  witli  iiis  parents  to  Warren 
County,  111.,  and  in  the  sitring  of  1836  to  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  Being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  his  father 
usually  from  home  engaged  in  ministerial  work, 
from  the  time  he  was  thirteen  j-ears  of  age  the 
management  of  the  farm  devolved  upon  him.  With 
the  help  of  his  younger  brothers  he  improved  his 
father's  farm  in  Union  Township,  where  the  family 
first  settled,  and  where  they  remained  until  1845, 
moving  thence  to  Yellow  Spring  Township.  In  this 
work  he  was  guided  by  the  wise  counsel  of  his 
mother,  a  woman  of  strong  mind  and  hopeful  cour- 
age, and  whose  Christian  example  was  felt  by  every 
member  of  the  household.  As  manager  of  his 
father's  farm  he  continued  until  the  fall  of  1849, 
when,  in  company  with  his  lirother-in-law  J.  J. 
Crowder.  he  opened  a  general  merchandise  store  in 
Kossuth,  the  first  store  opened  in  that  village.  With 
a  few  interruptions  he  continued  in  business  in  that 
place  for  a  period  of  twent}'  years.  About  the  time 
he  commenced  business  in  Kossuth,  the  country 
became  greatlj'  excited  over  the  discovery  of  gold 
in  California,  and  the  "  California  fever  "  spread 
with  lightning-like  rapidit^^  throughout  the    land. 
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Mr.  Cartwright  was  not  exempt,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1850,  with  an  ox-team,  accompanied  by  others, 
he  crossed  the  [flains,  leaving  his  home  on  the  7th 
of  March,  and  arriving  at  his  destination  July  4th 
of  the  same  year,  being  about  four  months  on  the 
road.  He  remained  in  this  new  Eldorado  about 
nine  months,  engaged  in  mining,  and  then  returned 
home  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  the 
Mississiijpi  Hiver.  to  Burlington.  Going  to  Kos- 
suth he  again  resumed  the  mercantile  business,  in 
which  he  continued  with  success  for  many  years. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1X52,  Mr.  Cartwright  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Miriam  Fullenwider, 
ft  native  of  Kentucky-,  born  April  8,  1828,  and 
daughter  of  Samuel  Fullenwider.  She  bore  him 
eight  children,  namely :  H.  Beecher,  their  eldest 
son,  is  now  a  merchant  of  Santa  Fe,  N.  M. ;  C.  Ellen, 
born  Oct.  25,  1853,  at  home;  Narcissa  ,1.,  born 
Nov.  10,  1  854,  wife  of  S.  D.  Fulmer,  of  Mediapolis; 
William  H..  born  June  10,  1857.  died  in  California 
in  1873;  Miriam,  born  Oct.  28,  1859,  wife  of  C.  H. 
Parrett,  a  merchant  in  Mediapolis;  Clarissa  M.,born 
Nov.  4,  1861,  wife  of  F.  L.  Huston,  an  attorney,  at 
Kearney,  Neb.;  Anna  M.,  born  Nov.  30.  1865,  wife 
of  George  E.  Townsend,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Louisa  County  Record,  at  Wapello,  Louisa  Co., 
Iowa;  Samuel  G.,  born  June  11,  1869,  now  residing 
in  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.  Mrs.  Cartwright  died  Dec.  21, 
1870.  A  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  she  did  well  her  life-work,  and  is  now  at 
rest.  On  the  9th  of  January,  1872,  Mr.  Cartwright 
was  again  united  in  marriage,  being  wedded  to  Miss 
Martha  Bruce,  daughter  of  Hon.  James  Bruce,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Edna  Bruce  is  their  onl}-  child,  and  resides  with  her 
parents  at  home. 

In  1869  Mr.  Cartwright  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land,  the  present  site  of  Mediapolis,  on  the  line 
of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Kail- 
road,  and  pl.atted  the  town.  The  store  which  he 
operated  at  Kossuth  he  removed  to  this  place,  and 
for  some  ye.ars  was  actively  eng.aged  in  trade.  The 
first  store  he  carried  on  until  some  time  in  1870, 
when  he  sold  out  to  Brown  <fe  Roberts.  In  1872  he 
erected  the  buihling  now  occupied  by  Parrett  <fe 
Fulmer,  and  again  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade, 
in  which  he  continued   until   1881.     He  then  sold 
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out  and  opened  a  coal  mine  in  Greene  County, 
Iowa,  in  1884,  wliicli  he  operated  for  one  year  and 
then  leased  it,  since  which  time  he  has  been  living 
a  retired  life.  Previous  to  this,  in  1870,  he  had 
laid  out  the  town  of  Rippey,  Greene  Co.,  Iowa. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Cartwright  adheres  to  the  faith 
of  his  father,  and  for  many  years  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  active 
in  the  work  of  the  congregation.  His  wife  is 
also  a  member  of  that  body,  and  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  all  church  matters.  A  temperance  man 
from  principle,  he  freely  expresses  himself  upon 
that  question,  and  does  not  fear  to  let  the  world 
know  where  he  stands.  Politically,  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  part}',  he  has  been  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. Never  an  office-seeker,  and  preferring 
tiie  quiet  of  home  life  to  the  turmoil  of  politics,  he 
has  yet  been  honored  l)y  his  fellow-citizens  with 
such  local  oflices  as  he  would  accept.  For  four 
years  he  was  a  member  of  tlie  Count}'  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  is  at  present  Mayor  of  Mediapolis, 
and  also  President  of  the  School  Board.  Often  has 
he  represented  his  township  and  county  in  the  con- 
ventions of  his  part}'.  As  a  citizen  he  discharges 
every  duty  devolving  upon  him  in  a  faithful  man- 
ner, and  has  ever  been  found  ready  to  devote  his 
time  and  means  to  the  advancement  of  the  town  and 
county.  As  director  in  the  Narrow  Gauge  Rail- 
road, he  works  zealously  for  its  interests.  In  fact 
there  is  no  work  undertaken  by  him  but  enlists  all 
his  energies.  Beginning  life  poor,  by  industry  and 
strict  integrity  he  has  accumulated  sufficient  to  ren- 
der him  and  his  comfortable  through  life,  while  his 
upright  character  and  trustworthiness  have  secured 
him  the  respect  of  his  fellow-men. 
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'A  WILLIAM  F.  JOHNSON,  a  prominent  far- 
\r\j/l  mer  and  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  33, 
W^  Flint  River  Township,  was  born  in  Bedford 
County,  Pa.,  April  12,  1815,  and  is  a  son  of  Joshua 
and  Sarah  ^Burbridge)  Johnson,  the  father  a  native 
of  Washington  County,  Md.,  the  mother  of  Hamp- 
shire County,  W.  Va.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  the  second  wife  of  Joshua  Johnson,  their  mar- 
riage being  celebrated  Jan.  13,  1811,  in  Hampshire 
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County,  W.  Va.  Six  children  were  born  to  them: 
Rosanna  became  the  wife  of  William  Larmer,  and 
both  have  been  called  to  their  final  rest;  Benjamin, 
born  Nov.  18,  1813,  died  Sept.  20,  1810;  Wm.  F., 
our  subject;  Louisa,  born  Nov.  9,  1817,  died  Sept. 
2,  1840;  Washington,  born  July  1,  181G,  died  in 
California  in  1886— his  wife,  formerly  Catherine 
Cartwright,  is  still  residing  in  North  Bloomfield, 
that  State;  Denton,  born  in  INIay,  1820,  died  Sept. 
28,  1840.  Louisa,  Denton  and  Benjamin  all  died  in 
September,  1840,  of  typhoid  fever.  At  that  time 
five  of  the  family  were  sick  with  that  disease,  it 
proving  fatal  to  the  three  above  mentioned. 

Joshua  Johnson  was  throughout  his  life  a  farmer. 
He  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Bedford  County, 
Pa.,  having  been  elected  to  the  State  Senate  several 
terms  and  serving  many  years  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  Charitable,  benevolent  and  kind,  he  was 
always  ready  to  aid  the  needy,  comfort  the  sorrow- 
ing, and,  to  his  own  disadvantage,  often  tided  a 
friend  over  financial  difficulties.  A  kind  and  in- 
dulgent husband,  a  loving  father,  a  good  neighbor, 
his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  1,  1832,  was  sin- 
cerely mourned  by  all.  His  wife  departed  this  life 
June  7,  1836,  in  Marshall  County,  (now)  W.  Va. 
She  was  a  devoted  Christian  woman,  teaching  her 
children  that  the  Bible  was  the  only  safe  guide, 
impressing  upon  their  minds  the  necessity  of  a 
truthful,  righteous  and  temperate  life.  She  was  a 
woman  of  good  business  judgment,  refined  and  in- 
tellectual and  highly  respected  by  all. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  a 
farm.  Such  education  as  could  be  obtained  was 
received  in  the  subscription  schools.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  work- 
ing for  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  day.  On 
the  4th  of  May.  1837,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Isabella  W.  Parriott,  who  was  born 
in  Marshall  County,  now  a  part  of  West  Virginia, 
March  9,  1817,  and  was  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Susanna  Parriott,  of  Hampshire  County,  W. 
Va.  In  1838,  Mr.  Johnson,  with  his  young  wife 
and  one  child,  Sarah  Louisa,  born  Feb.  27,  1838, 
made  the  trip  from  Wheeling,  W.  Va..  to  Burlington 
by  boat.  Purchasing  a  claim  of  200  acres  on  sec- 
tion 33,  Flint  River  Townshij),  they  began  making 
a  home.     The  old  log  cabin  then  erected  has  long 
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since  given  place  to  a  fine  frame  residence,  though 
the  memory  of  it  is  still  dear,  for  there  the  children 
were  born,  namelj':  Luther,  who  was  born  Dec.  28, 
1839,  wedded  Mrs.  Lockard.  for  his  first  wife,  and 
his  present  wife  was  Belle  Steele;  Denton  died  in 
infancy ;  Annie  R.,  born  .Ian  7,  1  843.  became  the 
wife  of  William  White,  a  resident  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
and  two  children.  John  and  Harry,  giace  their  union  ; 
William  R.,  born  Feb.  3.  1845.  died  in  January, 
1888;  John,  born  Dec.  9,  1846,  wedded  Miss  Lit- 
tler, of  Illinois,  and  is  now  shipping  clerk  on  the  L, 
B.  &  W.  R.  R.,  with  headquarters  at  Indianaitolis, 
Ind.;  Edgar  W.,  born  Jan.  6,  1849,  married  Eliza- 
beth Ingram,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Ingram, 
and  to  whom  were  born  four  children — Grace,  Edna, 
Mattie  and  Horace;  Denton,  born  March  2,  1851, 
wedded  Miss  Frank  Parr,  of  Burlington,  and  one 
child,  Frederick,  has  blessed  their  union;  Denton 
died  Jan.  4,  1870;  Christopher,  born  Dec.  26,  1852, 
married  Miss  McMaken,and  to  tliem  were  born  four 
children ;  Susan,  born  April  22,  1856,  is  a  teacher 
in  Boise  Cit^-,  Idaho;  Mattie,  born  Feb  27,  1861,  is 
also  a  teacher  of  marked  abilitj',  occupj'iug  the  posi- 
tion of  high-sciiool  teacher  in  Boise  City.  She  was 
offered  the  same  position  in  the  Burlington  schools, 
but,  thinking  perhaps  that  the  climate  would  be 
beneficial  to  her  health,  decided  to  go  AVcst. 

Mrs.  Johnson  departed  this  life  April  19,  1863. 
When  quite  young  she  united  with  the  Methodist 
Church  and  was  ver}-  active  in  church  work.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  again  married,  Jan.  23,  1867,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Burke,  who  was  born  in  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  July  13,  1829,  and  is  a  daugiiter  of  L3-man 
Burke,  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md.  Her  family  emi- 
grated to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of 
1851,  settling  in  Flint  River  Township. 

Perseverance  is  tiie  key  to  the  fortress  of  success, 
and  its  portals  now  stand  open  to  Mr.  Johnson. 
Difficulties  have  been  overcome,  obstacles  have  been 
surmounted,  and  he  is  now  able  to  rest  after  the 
wearisome  labors  of  former  years.  Words  are  too 
feeble  to  praise  such  men,  who,  through  industry, 
energy  and  economy,  have  made  for  themselves  a 
competence  and  helped  to  build  up  a  nation.  Mr. 
Johnson  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  temperance 
cause.  The  promise  to  abstain  from  all  intoxicat- 
ing drinks,  given   to  his  mother  on  bended   knees 


during  his  childhood,  has  never  been  broken.  He 
is  now  an  old  man  of  seventy-three  years,  but  his 
drink  has  been  only  God's  beverage — water.  He 
regards  this  act  with  more  pleasure  and  consolation 
th.an  any  other  of  his  life.  In  all  his  life  he  has 
never  used  tobacco  in  any  form.  Such  a  record 
any  one  might  well  be  proud  of.  The  political 
principles  supported  by  Mr.  Johnson  in  early  life 
were  those  of  the  Whig  party.  He  became  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization, 
h.as  never  swerved  in  his  allegiance,  and  does  not 
believe  that  the  party  has  outlived  its  usefulness. 
During  the  past  six  years  Mr.  Johnson's  health  has 
been  failing;  his  work  here  is  nearly  completed  and 
he  is  ready  for  his  Master's  call.  Mrs.  Johnson,  too, 
has  been  afflicted  for  the  past  two  years  and  is  un- 
able to  do  her  own  work.  They  are  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  are  held  in  liigii 
esteem  by  all  who  know  them. 


RCHIBALD    SMITH    TWIFORD,    a   re- 

(j^yy]!  sident  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
%  AVashingtou,  D.  C,  March  3,  1822,  and 
there  resided  until  fourteen  years  of  age. 
He  is  the  son  of  .Smith  and  Catherine  Twiford,  the 
father  a  native  of  Delaware,  and  the  mother  of 
Virginia.  They  reared  u  family  of  five  children, 
two  sons  and  three  daughters:  Sarah  A.,  who 
married  T.  B.  Taylor;  Elizabeth  wedded  Lemuel 
Pugh ;  Lemon,  deceased;  Mar}'  Ann  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Edwards,  both  now  deceased;  and 
Archibald,  our  subject,  who  was  the  eldest.  Two 
others  died  in  childhood.  When  Archibald  was  a 
lad  of  fourteen  his  parents  removed  to  Harper's 
Ferry,  where  thej'  resided  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  attended  school.  They  next  re- 
moved to  West  Virginia,  and  there  a  farm  was  pur- 
chased, upon  which  our  subject  was  emplo^'td 
during  the  summer,  and  eng.iged  in  teaching  school 
during  the  winter  months.  Soon  after  removing 
to  their  farm  the  death  of  the  father  occurred,  and 
the  care  of  the  family  devolved  upon  Archibald,  he 
being  the  eldest  son.  He  remained  upon  the  farm 
until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  in  the  mean- 
time married  Miss  Ann  E.  Portmess.     Leaving  the 


•J^Ji   ■<* 


DKS  MOINKS  COUNTY. 


farm  about  1856,  Mr.  Twiford  went  to  Ciimberlniifl, 
M(l.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business 
for  five  years,  and  during  the  succeeding  four  years 
traveled  in  various  occupations,  and  at  tiie  end  of 
this  time  removed  witii  liis  family  to  Newcomers 
Town,  Ohio.  In  that  city  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  for  four  years,  having  in  the  mean- 
time purchased  a  drug-store,  and  also  held  the  office 
of  Postmaster.  Having  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  sell  his  business  Mr.  Twiford  did  so,  and  removed 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  18G5,  here 
establishing  a  photograph  gallery  in  connection 
with  H.  N.  Twining;  they  also  having  all  kinds  of 
artist's  materials  for  sale.  Later  a  partnership  was 
formed  with  J.  G.  Baird,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Baird  &  Twiford,  which  connection  continued  for 
several  years.  This  business  finally  becoming  dis- 
tasteful to  him,  Mr.  Twiford  abandoned  it, accepting 
a  |)Ositi(>n  with  li.  T.  Root,  as  general  agent  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  later  became  local  agent  for 
the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York,  which  position  he  held  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  from  congestion  of  the  heart. 
May  1,  1884. 

On  the  20th  of  Ma3-,  in  the  year  1843,  in  Hampshire 
County,  W.  Ya.,  Mr.  Twiford  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ann  K.  Fortmess,  daughter  of  John 
and  Ruth  Pt>rlmess.  the  father  being  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  of  Virginia.  Mrs. 
Twifcjrd  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  she  was  the  eldest.  The  other  members  of 
the  family-  were:  Dr.  James,  who  wedded  Miss 
Buck;  Washington  became  the  husband  of  Miss 
Boxwell;  John  is  a  minister  of  the  Gospel;  Susan 
is  engaged  in  teaching;  Jacob,  a  photographer, 
married  Miss  Fanny  Griffith;  William  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty -one  j'ears;  Samuel  Philip,  a  farmer, 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen ;  Fanny,  who  is  an  artist 
of  considerable  note,  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Worth, 
who  is  a  music-teacher  by  profession. 

At  his  death  ]\Ir.  Twiford  left  behind  him  a 
memory  of  a  pure  and  upright  life,  as  husljand, 
father,  neighbor,  citizen  and  friend.  A  sincere 
Christian,  devoted  to  the  church  of  his  choice,  he 
lived  a  consistent  life,  and  possessed  in  the  highest 
degree  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  Personally, 
his    demeanor  was  quiet  and    genial,  winning    the 
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friendship  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
It  is  not  magnifjing  his  virtue  to  say  that  he  lived 
an  exem))lary  life,  and  died  leaving  many  friends. 
]\Ir.  Twiford  for  many  years  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  following  re- 
solutions were  passed  b}'  the  Sunday-school,  of 
which  he  was  an  active  member: 

Whereas,  God,  in  the  exercise  of  His  sovereign 
pleasure  and  unerring  wisdom,  has  seen  fit  to  re- 
move liy  death  from  our  school  one  of  its  oldest 
members. 

Resolved,  That  we  with  humble  submission  say 
to  our  Heavenly  Father,  "  Thy  will  be  done." 

Resolved,  That  by  his  death  the  Sunday-school 
has  lost  an  earnest  friend,  faithful  member  and 
officer. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  shall  miss  his  genial, 
happy  face  from  among  us,  we  take  comfort  in  the 
promise  of  the  Bible  of  a  home  in  heaven  to  those 
who  are  faithful  unto  the  end. 

AMUEL  WADLEIGH,  a  coal  merchant  of 
Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Hatley,  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec,  Canada,  June  8,  1833,  and 
is  a  son  of  Luke  and  Phoebe  (Rowell) 
Wadleigh.  His  father  was  born  at  Hatley,  Canada, 
of  New  England  parentage  in  August,  1810.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ephraim  Wad- 
leigh. was  a  native  of  Sutton,  Hillsboro  County,  N. 
H.,  of  Scotch  descent.  His  ancestors  first  settled  in 
New  Hampshire  in  1650  and  were  .Scotch  emigrants. 
Ephraim  emigrated  from  New  Hampshire  with  his 
family  to  Hatle}-,  Canada,  in  1798,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  resided  there  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  son,  Luke,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  also  a  farmer,  and  lived  in  Hatley 
until  1856,  and  moved  from  thereto  Oquawka.  111., 
in  1856,  where  he  died  in  November,  1887.  On  the 
mother's  side  Samuel  Wadleigh  is  descended  from 
English  ancestors  of  remote  origin.  Thomas  Rowell, 
the  maternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  Fishcrsfield, 
N.  H.,  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Hatley, 
Canada,  about  1798. 

Samuel  Wadleigh  spent  his  childhood  and  youth 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and    wiien   seventeen   years 
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of  age  began  an  ai)prenticeship  in  the  civil  engineer 
corps  of  the  Atlantic  &  St.  Lawrence  Railroad  Com- 
pany. After  four  years  spent  in  that  service,  he 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1855,  locating  at 
Oquawka,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  and  continued  in  that  occupation  and  the 
fuel  trade  until  1878,  a  period  of  twenty-three 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  Mr.  Wad- 
leigh  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in 
the  coal  and  wood  business,  which  he  has  carried 
on  continuouslj-  since.  At  first,  he  was  associated 
with  Col.  William  G.  Cummings,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Cummings  &  AVadleigh;  later,  they  took 
in  E.  E.  Piuney  as  a  (lartner  and  the  firm  became 
Cummings,  Wadleigh  &  Co.  A  branch  office  was 
opened  at  Cedar  Rapids  in  1883,  and  four  years 
later  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Wadleigh 
becoming  sole  projirietor  of  the  main  house  at  Bur- 
lington. 

In  October,  1857,  Samuel  Wadleigh  wedded  Miss 
Mary  A.  Phelps,  daughter  of  Alexis  Phelps.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them,  but  both  died  in  in- 
fanc}'.  Mrs.  Wadleigh  died  in  March,  18G0,  and 
the  husband  was  again  married  in  April,  1HG2,  in 
Henderson  Count3-,  Miss  Ella  F.  Bradbury  becom- 
ing his  wife.  She  was  a  native  of  Bangor,  Maine, 
and  a  daughter  of  William  Bradbury.  Two  chil- 
dren, daughters,  graced  this  latter  union — Mary  A. 
and  Mabel.  Mr.  Wadleigh  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
He  has  taken  a  warm  interest  in  educational  matters, 
has  served  three  years  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  and  has  Just  been  elected  to  the  same 
position,  that  of  Director,  without  opposition. 


-^ ^^-^ -- 

!|  WILLIAM  S.  VANNICE,  a  retired  farmer 
\^/l  residing  in  Mediapolis,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
VW  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  Dec.  31,  1814,  and  is 
a  son  of  Isaac  and  Leah  (Banty)  Vannice.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  New  Jersej',  and  emigrated 
to  Kentucky  at  an  early  day  with  his  parents,  and 
was  there  reared  upon  a  farm,  following  that  occu- 
pation through  life.  He  there  married  Leah  Banty, 
and  they  reared  a  faniil}'  of  fourteen  children,  all 
of  whom  reached  maturity,  and  three  are  now  liv- 
ing.    Isaac  Vannice  was  a  public-spirited  mau,tak- 


ing  great  interest  in  all  public  enterprises,  a  friend 
to  education  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  the  work  of  that  church,  of  which  she 
was  a  member.  Mrs.  Vannice  took  great  interest, 
and  early  taught  her  children  to  follow  the  teachings 
of  the  Bible,  and  had  the  reward  of  seeing  them  all 
respectable  Christian  men  and  women.  In  1819, 
when  William  was  a  lad  of  but  five  _vears,  the  family 
removed  to  Switzerland  County,  Ind.,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  forest  developed  a  farm.  There  the 
parents  lived  until  called  to  their  final  rest,  the 
death  of  the  father  occurring  in  1845,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two,  and  of  the  mother  in  1857,  at  the  age 
of  cightj'-three. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  farm,  and  the 
education  ho  received  was  only  such  as  the  district 
schools  in  the  new  country  afforded.  Being  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  and  the  others  all  leaving 
the  parental  roof  for  homes  of  their  own,  William 
Vannice  remained  with  his  aged  parents,  taking 
charge  of  the  farm  until  the  fall  of  1842.  Previous 
to  this,  on  the  6tli  of  December,  1838,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  KIston,  a  native  of 
Henry  County,  Ky..  and  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Maxwell)  Elston,  the  father  being  de- 
scended from  people  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  mother 
of  Scotch  parentage.  In  the  fall  of  1842  Mr.  Van- 
nice  and  his  .young  wife  removed  to  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  where  a  fai-ra  was  purchased  in 
Huron  Township  on  section  35.  The  land  was  raw 
and  uncultivated,  but  upon  this  a  log  cabin  was 
built,  into  which  they  moved,  living  there  for  two 
3ears  in  true  pioneer  style.  Improvements  were 
made  and  the  land  cultivated,  but  in  1844  they 
returned  to  Indiana,  and  rented  a  farm  for  eight 
j'cars.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  Mr.  Vannice 
and  his  family  again  became  residents  of  Des 
Moines  County,  returning  to  the  cabin  and  the 
farm  which  had  before  been  their  home.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  a  more  commodious  dwelling  was 
erected,  and  here  many  happy  years  were  passed. 
In  1883,  wishing  to  retire  from  active  life,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Vannice  removed  to  Mediai)olis,  which  has 
since  been  their  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vannice  have  been  parents  of  eight 
children,  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those 
now  living  are  as  follows:  Parthenia,  wife  of  Alex- 
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ander  Peck,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  whose  home 
is  in  Douglas  County,  Dali.,  but  who  is  now  in  charge 
of  a  church  at  Hawley.  in  that  Territory  ;  Sophronia, 
wife  of  William  Morehcad,  a  farmer  in  Yellow 
Spring  Township,  this  county;  and  Charles  Frank- 
lin, who  has  charge  of  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Van- 
nice  and  liis  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyteri.an 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  elder  for  many  j-ears. 
In  early  life  he  cast  his  vote  with  the  Whig  part j', 
but  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  partly 
enlisted  in  its  ranks,  and  is  also  a  firm  advocate  of 
the  Prohibition  laws.  Mr.  Vannice  was  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County,  and  in  its 
progress  and  advancement  he  has  taken  a  special 
pride,  and  aided  largely  in  the  work  of  civilization, 
and  in  all  its  interests  he  has  labored  incessantly. 
We  are  pleased  to  present  this  sketch  of  the  pioneer 
and  the  citizen  who  isalike  respected  by  young  and 
old,  rich  and   poor. 


y;>lLLIAM  LYON,  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Burlington  Lumber  C'omi)aiiy,  and 
^J^^  superintendent  of  the  milling  department 
since  its  formation,  is  a  native  of  Pennsj'lvania, and 
was  born  in  AVashington  County,  May  11,  1847. 
He  was  the  only  child  of  Harvey  and  Jane  (Mc- 
Millan) Lyon.  His  mother  dying  at  the  age  of 
twenty-lour  years,  his  father  again  married,  making 
Miss  L^'dia  Cheesemau  his  wife.  Harvey  Lyon  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  Sept.  4,  1819, 
and  was  of  an  olil  and  highly  respected  family,  and 
his  father,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  of  English  descent,  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  The  family  was  first  established  in  the  New 
World  in  New  Jersey,  and  removed  to  Pennsyl- 
vania prior  to  the  Revolution.  Gen.  L\"on,  the 
hero  of  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek,  w.as  descended 
from  the  same  line  of  ancestry.  Mr.  Lyon's  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  the  Rev.  John  McMillan,  was  a 
distinguished  divine  of  Presbyterian  faith,  and  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  It  is  well  authenticated 
that  he  was  the  first  established  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  that  he 
had  the  honor  of  being  the   founder  of  Jefferson 


College,  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  of  Char- 
tiers  and  Pigeon  Creek  Churches,  all  historic  insti- 
tutions. His  first  sermon  was  delivered  at  Chartiers 
Church,  near  Cannonsburg,  Aug.  25,  1775.  The 
McMillan  f.amilj'  was  founded  in  America  by  Will- 
iam and  Margaret  (Rea)  McMillan,  who  emigrated 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  in  1742,  and  settled  at 
Fagg's  Manor,  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  where  they 
remained  till  called  away  by  death.  They  were 
both  buried  in  the  Chartiers  Church  cemetery,  in 
Washington  County,  Pa.  They  were  strict  Presby- 
terians, and  many  of  their  descendants  have  won 
distinction  in  the  pulpit  and  other  public  service. 

William  Lyon,  the  suljject  of  this  sketch,  when 
between  fourteen  and  fifteen  j-ears  of  age,  threw 
aside  his  school  books  and  enlisted  in  the  late  war, 
in  .September,  1862,  as  drummer  boy  of  Coni|)any 
H,  18tli  Pennsylvania  Militia.  He  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  re-enlisted  in  the  4th 
Tennessee  Pioneer  Corps,  in  his  former  capacity, 
and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Franklin,  and  the 
second  battle  of  Nashville.  His  service  continued 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  mustered 
out  in  the  early  part  of  1805.  Having  a  natural 
talent  for  the  use  of  mechanical  tools,  Mr.  Lyon 
had  been  familiar  with  their  use  from  childhood, 
and  prior  to  entering  the  service,  had  acquiied  con- 
siderable mechanical  knowledge  under  the  direc- 
tion of  his  father,  who  was  an  expert  millwright. 

On  returning  from  the  war  Mr.  Lyon  worked  at 
that  trade  till  December,  18GG,  when  he  started  for 
the  West,  and  located  in  Burlington,  Iowa.  On 
coniing  to  this  city  he  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building,  in  which  occupation  he  was  employed 
several  j'ears,  during  which  time  he  constructed  a 
great  number  of  fine  business  blocks  and  dwellings, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  Donahue  & 
McCosh  iron  store,  Bodaman's  Block,  the  Glazeby 
factory,  Donahue,  McCosh  &  Co.'s  marble  store, 
the  O'Brien  and  Valentine  Gauer  Blocks,  and  also 
the  fine  residences  of  Benjamin  Hall,  Col.  Iligby, 
N.  S.  Young,  Robert  Donahue,  and  man^'  others. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sash, 
doors  and  blinds,  which  business  he  sold  out,  and 
in  Januar\',  1877,  joined  Messrs.  Rand,  Carson  and 
others  in  the  incorporation  of  the  Burlington  Lum- 
ber Compan}',  one  of  the  most  important    lumber 
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firms  on  the  central  Mississippi,  with  which  he  has 
since  been  piomiiienlly  identified  as  superintendent 
of  the  manufactnring  department 

Mr.  Lj'on  was  united  in  marriage,  in  August, 
1866,  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  with  Miss  Mar- 
garet A.  Barliiey,  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  and  daughter  of  Hugli  Barkley.  Five  children 
were  born  to  them,  three  sons  and  two  daughters 
— John  McMillan,  a  student  of  Fairfield  College, 
Iowa;  William  Edgar,  Lydia  Bell,  Charles  and 
Catherine  Elizabeth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyon,  with  the 
three  elder  children,  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  with  which  Mr.  Lyon  has  been 
prominently  identified  since  bis  residence  in  the 
cil}'.  He  served  as  President  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee during  the  erection  of  the  fine  new  church 
edifice  of  that  denomination. 

In  political  sentiment  he  was  in  early  life  a 
Democrat,  though  now  an  Independent,  and  his 
tastes  have  never  led  him  to  seek  political  prefer- 
ment, but  rather  the  more  congenial  pursuits  of 
legitimate  business.  He  is  a  member  of  Matthias 
Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  Washington  Lodge, 
No.  1,  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mr.  Lyon  is  a  practical  busi- 
ness man,  a  master  mechanic,  and  possesses  a  vigor- 
ous energy,  combined  with  a  genial,  kindly  manner, 
that  makes  him  eminently  successful  and  popular 
as  a  manager.  As  a  citizen,  husband  and  father,  he 
is  unpretending,  upriglit.  kind  and  true,  and  is  well 
deserving  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  is  held. 
On  the  liquor  question  lie  is  an  outspoken  Prohib- 
itionist, always  having  the  courage  of  his  convictions. 


Ijl/^^ON.  ELBRIDGE  D.  RAND,  deceased,  an 
honored  pioneer  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  of 
1839,  and  the  most  prominent  business  man 
of  this  region,  was  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, born  in  Watertown  of  that  State,  July  22, 
1814.  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Carter)  Rand.  B}'  the  death  of  his  father  in  his 
childhood,  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
at  a  tender  age,  and  worked  out  until  he  had  at- 
tained the  age  of  fifteen  years,  getting  such  educa- 
tion as  was  possible  in  the  district  schools,  and  doing 
chores  nights  and  mornings  for  his  board.    He  then 


went  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  candle  and  soap  business,  and 
continued  at  that  emploj'ment  until  1835,  when  he 
went  to  Hamilton,  Ohio,  in  the  employ  of  J.  &  N. 
Fisher,  as  superintendent  of  their  packing-house  at 
that  place.  After  spending  two  years  at  Hamilton, 
he  started  for  Lacon,  III.,  with  the  intention  of  en- 
gaging in  the  pork-packing  business  with  the  brothej' 
of  his  former  employers.  AVhile  enrouie,  Mr.  Rand 
learned  that  the  people  of  Lacou  were  afflicted  with 
fever  anft  ague,  and  therefore  changed  his  plans, 
going  to  Quincy,  III.,  instead,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  stock-raising  and  pork-packing.  While  in 
the  city,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  heavily  by 
a  government  contract  and  by  fire.  He  closed  up 
his  business  at  Quincy,  paying  a  hundred  cents  on 
the  dollar,  but  had  nothing  left.  He  then  came  to 
Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1839,  and  located  on  the 
Des  Moines  River,  on  what  was  known  as  the  "  Black 
Hawk  purchase,"  and  near  the  present  town  of 
Keosauqna.  He  made  a  claim,  which  he  improved 
and  got  forty  acres  in  crops,  but  did  not  remain  to 
harvest  it,  as  he  became  dissatisfied  with  his  sur- 
roundings and  .sold  out.  It  was  now  midsummer, 
and  he  determined  to  accept  Mr.  Fisher's  former 
offer  of  starting  in  business  at  Lacon,  111.  "  Man 
proposes  and  (jod  disposes,"  and  fate  had  an  en- 
tirely different  programme  marked  out  for  him,  as 
the  sequel  will  show.  He  had  started  eastward  with  a 
team,  intending  to  cross  the  Mississippi  at  Burling- 
ton. It  happened  that  in  shoeing  his  horses  before 
starting,  the  blacksmitii  had  pricked  a  foot  of  one 
of  them,  which  caused  him  to  go  lame,  and  the  in- 
jury became  so  serious  that  when  he  had  reached 
the  old  cemetery  on  the  hill,  near  the  [iresent  site 
of  Burlington  College,  the  animal  gave  out,  and  a 
forced  halt  was  called.  There  the  weary  traveler 
camped  under  his  wagon,  little  dreaming  that  spread 
out  before  him  lay  the  field  of  his  future  operations; 
that  wealth  and  honors,  a  happj'  and  luxurious 
home  with  wife  and  children  about  him,  were  pal- 
pable realities,  only  closely  veiled  by  the  hand  of 
time.  On  the  following  daj',  the  village  blacksmith 
removed  the  cause  of  the  horse's  lameness,' but  was 
certain  that  several  weeks  at  least,  must  elapse  befc>re 
the  traveler  could  proceed  on  his  journey.  Being 
destitute  of  means,  Mr.  Rand  was  obliged  to  turn 
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his  horses  out  and  seek  emiiloyuienl.  He  seemed 
a  place  with  Bridgeinaii  &  Partridge,  who  had  but 
just  started  in  the  pork-packing  business.  The 
packing-house  was  made  li.y  remodeling  an  old 
blacksmith  shop,  which  stood  on  the  site  afterward 
occupied  by  the  Union  Hall.  During  a  lull  in  the 
packing  business  the  following  winter,  Mr.  Rand 
purchased  a  horse  and  dray,  wliicli  he  hired  a  man 
to  drive,  assisting  in  the  work  himself  as  business 
permitted. 

In  tlie  w.ay  above  stated  Mr.  Rand  commenced 
his  business  life  in  Bnrlington,  clearing  about  $200, 
with  which  he  purchased  a  house  and  lot  opposite 
Union  Hall.  He  continued  his  connection  with 
Bridgeman  &  Partridge  until  1843,  when  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Peasley  &  Brooks  in  the  provis- 
ion, lumber  and  pork-packing  business,  which  was 
continued  for  a  period  of  three  3'ears.  He  had 
purchased  a  tract  of  fifteen  acres  in  the  meantime 
(the  site  of  the  p.acking-houses  and  residence),  for 
which  he  paid  the  sum  of  |.50  per  acre.  The  in- 
vestment was  considered  at  the  time,  by  some  of 
the  sagacious  ones,  to  have  been  very  foolish,  but 
as  time  went  on  it  was  conceded  to  have  been  a 
verj-  good  speculation.  The  land  is  now  very  valu- 
able. His  connection  with  the  firm  of  Peasley  & 
Brooks  was  terminated  t)n  account  of  heavy  losses 
sustained  through  large  investments  in  grain,  made 
by  the  advice  of  the  senior  partner.  Once  more 
Mr.  Rand  saw  his  accumulated  capital  swept  away, 
his  only  remaining  property  being  the  land  previ- 
ously mentioned.  Nothing  daunted,  he  borrowed 
money,  erected  a  cheap  packing-house  of  his  own, 
which  was  constructed  of  slabs,  and  again  engaged 
in  pork-packing.  That  year  his  profits  amounted 
to  $7,000,  and  the  following  year  he  erected  a  brick 
packing-house,  conducting  the  business  on  a  more 
extensive  scale.  He  had  also  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  in  a  small  way  in  1842.  This  business 
he  gradually  increased,  and  in  18.50  abandoned  pork- 
packing,  concentrating  his  capital  in  the  lumber 
trade.  He  had  formed  a  partnership  with  Ur.  Will- 
iam B.  Chamberlain  in  this  line  at  an  early  day, 
and  later  bought  out  the  Doctor's  interest. 

In  1838,  on  the  banks  of  the  INIisslssippi  River  at 
Lower  Town,  Burlington,  a  sawmill  was  built  by 
James  McKell,  which,  after   numerous  changes  of 


ownership,  became  the  prciperty  of  W.  S.  Berry  and 
Dr.  Hill,  about  the  time  he  closed  out  the  pork-pack- 
ing business.  Mr.  Rand  purchased  Dr.  Hill's  interest, 
and  out  of  that  investment  grew  the  Burlington  Lum- 
ber Company,  one  of  the  heaviest  lumber  firms  on  the 
middle  Mississippi.  In  1852  Mr.  Rand  formed  an 
alliance  with  Messrs  Carson  &  Eaton  in  this  line, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Carson,  Eaton  &  Rand,  in 
Wisconsin,  and  E.  D.  Rand  &  Co.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Carson  resided  in  Wisconsin,  where  the  com- 
pany's mills  were  located,  and  where  he  and  Mr. 
Rand  were  largely  interested  in  pine  lands.  Messrs. 
Rand  &  Carson  subsequently  bought  out  Mr.  Eaton's 
interest,  the  firm  name  becoming  Carson  &  Rand, 
and  continued  the  business.  Mr.  Rand  helped  to 
organize  the  Yalle}'  Lumber  Company  of  Wiscon- 
sin, in  which  he  held  a  large  interest.  The  concern 
is  still  flourishing.  In  January,  1877.  Mr.  Rand 
organized  the  Burlington  Lumber  Company,  of 
which  he  was  elected  President,  a  position  now  held 
by  his  son,  Horace  .S.  In  1879  he  organized  the 
Rand  Lnml)er  Company,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
President.  His  son-in-law,  John  M.  Sherfey,  has 
succeeded  to  the  position.  This  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing lumber  firms  in  the  State,  and  has  branch  j'ards 
at  Bedford.  Villisca,  Corning,  Afton  and  Mediapo- 
lis.  Iowa.  During  Mr.  Rand's  lifetime,  the  companj' 
handled  upward  of  20,000,000  feet  of  lumber  an- 
nually, besides  immense  quantities  of  lath,  shingles, 
etc.  Their  employes  numbered  100  men,  while 
their  yards  covered  sixty-four  lots.  The  Burling- 
ton Lumber  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Rand  was 
President  at  the  same  time,  was  handling  about 
22,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  18.000.000  of  which  was 
manufactured  at  the  mill  in  Burlington.  But  the 
largest  of  all  the  lumber  corporations  with  which 
Mr.  Rand  was  identified  is  the  Carson  <fe  Rand  Lum- 
Iier  Company  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  1881,  and  of  which  he  was  President,  his 
oldest  son,  George  D.,  now  being  the  President. 
More  recently  the  Keilhsburg  Lumber  Company 
was  organized,  and  Mr.  Rand  was  also  President  of 
it  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  his  son,  E.  D.  Rand, 
Jr.,  now  holds  that  ()osition. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  important 
enterprises  of  which  Mr.  Rand  was  the  originator 
and  controlling  mind,  he  was  prominently  identified 
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with  a  variety  of  other  institutions  of  more  or  less 
niagnitufle.  He  became  associated  with  the  State 
Bank  in  1862,  when  it  was  a  branch  of  the  Iowa 
State  Bank,  and  on  its  organization  into  a  National 
Bank,  in  1865,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  its  first 
Board  of  Directors,  which  position  he  retained 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  elected 
President  of  the  bank  in  1869,  and  served  two 
years,  when  he  retired,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Peasley,  whom  he  in  turn  succeeded  in  1881,  serv- 
ing until  1883.  He  was  also  one  of  the  incorpora- 
tors of  the  Iowa  State  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he 
was  a  Director  and  Vice  Prrsident  until  his  death. 
The  history  of  the  First  National  Bank  shows  th.it 
he  was  also  identified  with  lliat  institution,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Directors. 

When  the  Narrow  Guage  Railroad  was  built,  lie 
contributed  largely'  to  its  s«i)port  and  also  took  an 
active  part  in  the  building  of  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  Railroad.  He  aided  materially  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  city,  both  in  a  private  and  jiublic 
way.  He  caused  to  be  erected  some  of  the  finest 
business  blocks  in  the  city,  besides  numerous  resi- 
dences, including  his  own  beautiful  niaiisi(jn,  known 
as  the  "Pines,"  where  his  wife  and  younger  chil- 
dren still  reside,  and  which  he  embellished  to  liis 
fancy.  He  established  a  nursery  at  his  home,  and 
was  warmly  interested  in  the  propagation  of  fruit 
and  ornamental  trees.  The  effect  of  his  care  and 
management  is  still  shown  in  the  beautiful  grounds 
surrounding  his  old  home.  In  1852  he  purchased 
a  valuable  tract  of  land  comprising  about  fifty-five 
acres,  lying  adjacent  to  his  former  purchase,  which 
he  laid  out  into  lots  and  blocks,  and  which  consti- 
tutes an  important  addition  to  Burlington,  as  on  it 
are  located  numerous  extensive  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Rand  was  an  ardent  Whig,  and 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he 
joined  its  ranks  and  supported  its  policj'  for  many 
years,  but  later  in  life  he  shook  off  party  ties,  and 
was  known  as  a  "  Liberal  Republican."  He  was 
never  ambitious  in  a  political  sense  and  preferred 
to  devote  his  attention  to  his  important  business 
interests,  rather  than  accept  public  office.  He  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Legislature  in  1856, 
and    served  under    the   administration   of    his  old 


friend,  Gov.  Grimes.  He  also  served  several  years 
in  the  City  Council  in  1856-57,  and  1860-62-63; 
since  which  time  he  held  no  public  official  position. 

Mr.  Rand  united  with  the  Congregational  Society 
of  Burlington  in  1844,  and  alvvays  contributed 
liberally  to  its  support,  as  well  as  remembering 
generously  the  claims  of  other  Societies.  His  was 
a  practical,  open-handed  Christianity,  that  enlisted 
his  sympathies  in  eveiy  good  cause,  and  left  people 
better  and  happier  for  their  connection  with  him. 
He  was  twice  married;  first  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Proud, 
of  C'enterville.  Ohio,  in  April,  1837.  Six  children 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  only  two  are  living,  a 
daughter  and  son :  ]\Laiy  A.,  wife  of  John  M.  Sher- 
fey.  President  of  the  Rand  Lumber  Company,  of 
Burlington,  Iowa;  and  George  D.,  who  married 
Miss  Sarah  McGauhey,  and  resides  at  Keokuk, 
Iowa — he  has  been  Mayor  of  that  cit^^  several 
terms,  and  is  President  of  the  Carson  &  Rand 
Lumber  Corapanj'.  Mrs.  Rand  died  at  Burlington, 
in  June,  1850.  Mr.  Rand  was  married  .again,  June 
13,  1852,  at  Burlington,  to  Mrs.  Caroline  A.  Rob- 
erts, widow  of  J.  W.  Roberts,  and  daughter  of  S. 
Sherfey,  Esq.,  a  pioneer  of  Burlington  of  1837. 
Mrs.  Rand  was  born  in  Il.agerstown,  Md.  Four 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  three  sons  and 
a  daughter:  Elbridge  1).,  born  at  Burlington. 
Aug.  11,  1853,  now  Vice  President  of  the  Rand 
Lumber  Company;  Charles  W.,  who  was  born  at 
Burlington.  Feb.  12,  1855.  and  is  junior  partner  of 
the  firm  of  Wyinan  &  Rand,  wholesale  dealers  in 
carpets  and  furniture,  and  President  of  the  North- 
western Furniture  Company,  married  Miss  Lilian 
C.  Higgins.  daughter  (jf  Ilirani  Higgins,  Esq.,  of 
Chicago;  Horace  S..  born  M.ay  11,  1861,  at  Bur- 
lington, is  President  of  the  Burlington  Lumber 
Compan3\  and  married  Miss  Ruth  Gear,  daughter 
of  Gov.  Gear;  Carrie,  the  only  daughter,  was  born 
at  Burlington,  March  17,  1807,  and  resides  with 
her  mother  at  the  "Pines." 

Mr.  Rand's  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Bur- 
Kngtoii,  April  10,  1887,  after  a  short  illness,  and  in 
the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  His  death 
marked  a  sad  event  in  the  history  of  the  city  that 
had  so  long  been  his  home  and  his  [jride,  and  to  the 
prosperity  and  growth  of  which  he  had  so  liberally 
contributed.    It  may  be  truthfully  said  that  he  was 
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no  ninn's  enemj',  and  that  in  all  his  long  years  of 
vaiierl  and  extensive  business  experience,  he  was 
never  known  to  intentionally  wrong  anyone.  Just 
and  prompt,  courteous  and  considerate,  he  pos- 
sessed the  confidence  and  kindly  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  from  the  humblest  la- 
borer in  liis  yards  to  the  highest  official  and  wcaltli- 
iest  capitalist.  He  was  essentially  a  self-made  man, 
and  while  he  was  generally  successful  in  his  business 
ventures,  and  accumulated  a  large  and  valuable 
property,  he  met  his  reverses  and  saw  many  a  dark 
day  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  life.  Naturally  hope- 
ful, energetic  and  methodical,  of  untiring  industry 
and  perseverance,  he  never  knew  what  it  was  to 
give  up.  When  failure  overtook  him  in  one  line, 
he  closed  the  chapter  and  struck  out  anew,  shaping 
his  course  more  carefully  from  the  lessons  of  the 
past,  until  success,  to  a  degree  far  be3'ond  the  ex- 
pectations ^)f  the  average  business  man,  crowned 
his  efforts.  In  liis  manner,  he  was  plain  and  unas- 
suming, free  from  all  ostentation  or  display',  earnest 
in  his  devotion  to  his  family  and  friends,  sympa- 
thetic and  warm-hearted.  Many  a  poor  man  has 
reason  to  hold  his  memory  in  veneration  for  sub- 
staTitial  favors  in  the  hour  of  need. 

The  story  of  the  life  of  such  a  man  as  Elbridge 
D.  Rand  is  both  interesting  and  instructive,  and 
teaches  a  lesson  that  may  well  be  studied  by  the 
young  men  of  coming  generations  as  well  as  the 
present,  encouraging  them  to  renewed  effort  when 
reverses  overtake  them,  and  pointing  tiie  way  to 
success  like  a  beacon  star  in  the  sky  of  the  future. 
For  the  exceedingly  fine  poi'trait  of  this  good  man, 
given  at  the  commencement  of  this  sketch,  every 
patron  of  this  work  will  be  tiiankful. 


-*- 


'OHN  BLAUL,  a  pioneer  merchant  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  and  the  founder  of  the  well- 
known  wholesale  grocery  house  of  John 
/  Blaul  &  Sons  of  that  city,  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  on  the  border 
of  Rhenish  Bavaria,  near  the  historic  city  of  Worms. 
Mr.  Blaul  received  a  liberal  education,  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  machinist's  trade,  and  in  1S50 
emigrated  to  America,  spending  six  j'ears  in  New 


England,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  then 
came  to  Burlington,  Iowa.  In  company  with  his 
brother-in-law.  Theodore  Pochler  (now  a  wholesale 
grocer  of  Lawrence,  Kan.),  he  opened  a  small  retail 
grocery  store  on  Fiontstieet.  A  few  years  later 
Ml-.  Blaul  bought  out  his  partner's  interest,  and  con- 
tinued the  business  alone  until  1865,  when  he  sold 
out.  Two  years  later  he  formed  a  partnership  in  the 
grocery  business  with  Philip  Herr,  on  the  south  side 
of  Jefferson  street  between  Main  and  Front,  and  in 
1869  purchased  Mr.  Herr's  interest,  and  continued 
the  business  alone.  In  1874,  Mr.  Blaul  began  job- 
bing and  doing  a  general  wholesale  grocery  busi- 
ness in  a  building  adjoining  his  old  stand.  The 
business  prospered,  and  his  .sons,  John,  Charles, 
Theodore  and  Louis,  vvho  had  assisted  him  from 
their  boyhood,  were  adniittetl  to  partnership,  and 
tlie  firm  of  John  Blaul  ife  Sons  was  organized.  The 
three  elder  sons  went  on  the  road  as  traveling 
salesmen,  and  by  their  energy  and  business  tact 
rapidly  increased  the  trade  of  the  house,  till  it  be- 
came one  of  tiie  leading  wholesale  grocery  firms  in 
tiie  State.  Mr.  Blaul  continued  his  connection  with 
and  supervision  of  the  business  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  Jan.  27,  188.5.  He  had  begun  his  career 
as  a  merchant  at  Burlington  with  a  very  limited 
capital,  but,  possessing  good  business  ability,  he 
prospered  from  the  start,  increasing  .and  extending 
his  trade  as  his  increased  capital  permitted.  Alw.ays 
prudent  and  conservative,  he  established  a  repu- 
tation as  a  safe,  relialile  man,  whose  integrity  was 
be3'ond  question  and  credit  gilt  edged.  He  was 
ably  seconded  in  his  later  years  by  his  sons,  now 
proprietors,  who,  with  the  energy  of  youth  and  the 
enterprise  of  the  \yest,  aided  materially  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  house.  His  successful  rise,  through 
the  legimate  course  of  business,  from  the  position 
of  a  small  retail  grocer  to  that  of  proprietor  of  one 
of  the  most  important  wholesale  houses,  shows  what 
can  be  accomplished  by  patient  effort,  when  di- 
rected by  good  business  ability. 

Mr.  Blaul  w.as  twice  marrieil.  his  first  wife  dying 
in  Boston,  M.iss.,  and  her  only  surviving  child  is 
John,  Jr.  The  second  marri.age  occurred  in  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  in  1857,  the  wife's  maiden  name  being 
Caroline  Knoener.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Charles  Knoener,  a  pioneer 
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settler  of  Des  Moines  County.  Five  sons  and  two 
daughters  were  born  to  this  second  marriage. 
The  daughters,  Amelia  and  Pauline,  reside  with 
their  mother;  Charles,  the  eldest  son,  married 
Miss  Jessie  Stephen;  Theodore  is  the  husband  of 
Miss  Emma  Unterkirchner;  Louis  is  single;  and 
two  younger  children,  sons,  died  in  childhood.  Mr. 
Blaul  was  a  member  of  the  First  German  Evan- 
gelical Church  of  Burlington.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Repuhlican.  but  never  an  active  partisan  or  an  as- 
pirant for  office.  His  taste  lay  more  in  the  way  of 
business,  to  which  he  gave  his  undivided  attention, 
and  the  prosperous  and  extensive  wholesale  house, 
which  still  bears  his  name,  is  a  monument  to  his 
memory  and  its  histor3'  tells  a  story  of  a  self-made 
man — of  one  who  began  his  business  career  without 
other  capital  than  sound  judgment,  indomitable 
energy,  correct  business  principles  and  unquestioned 
integrity,  who,  by  pei'severing  industry,  enterprise 
and  judicious  management  built  up  an  important 
business  and  accumulated  a  large  property'.  Mr. 
Blaul  was  a  plain,  unpretending  business  man, 
sagacious  and  conservative,  always  perfectly  reli- 
able and  held  in  high  esteem  by  those  with  whom 
he  had  business  or  social  relations. 

John  Blaul,  Jr..  of  the  firm  of  John  Blaul  <fe  Sons, 
wholesale  grocers,  Burlington.  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Boston.  Mass.,  Feb.  1 1,  1853,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
Blaul,  deceased.  He  came  to  Burlington  with  his 
father  in  1856,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  trained  to  mercantile  pursuits  in  his  father's 
store.  In  1882.  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  with 
his  father  and  brotlicr  in  the  wholesale  grocery  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  John  Blaul  ife  Sons,  of 
which  he  is  now  the  buyer  and  also  the  financial 
manager.  During  his  boyhood,  while  his  father  was 
in  the  retail  business.  Mr.  Blaul  began  working  for 
him  as  a  salesman.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
management  of  the  wholesale  business  from  its  com- 
mencement, and  spent  two  years  traveling  on  the 
road,  since  which  time  he  has  been  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  general  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  house.  On  May  13,  1877,  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
Mr.  Blaul  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa 
Dewein,  daughter  of  Jacob  Dewein,  a  pioneer  of 
Burlington  of  1841.  Mrs.  Blaul  was  born  at  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  April  IG,  1853,  and  her  mother,  the 


only  surviving  parent,  resides  witii  her.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Blaul  have  been  the  parents  of  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  only  two 
sons  are  living.  Clara,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy; 
Lulu  died  at  the  age  of  five  years,  and  John  died 
aged  fourteen  months.  Those  living  are:  Milton 
Albert,  who  w.is  born  July  4,  1884,  and  Marcus 
Theodore,  born  Feb.  15,  1887. 

Charles  Blaul  was  born  in  this  city  July  28,  1860_ 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  received  his 
first  lessons  in  business  .as  a  salesman  in  his  father's 
wholesale  grocery  house,  spent  eight  ye.ars  on  the 
road  in  the  same  line  and  was  admitted  to  partner- 
ship in  the  firm  in  1882.  He  h.as  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  this  business  since  1875,  having,  by  his 
energy  and  business  ability,  aided  materially  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  house,  and  .also  in  increasing  and 
bnilding  up  its  extensive  trade.  He  now  has  charge 
of  the  traveling  salesmen  in  the  employ  of  the  firm, 
who  are  eight  in  number,  and  has  general  super- 
vision over  their  extensive  coffee  and  spice  mills. 
In  Wapello,  Iowa,  Mr.  Blaul  wedded  Miss  Jessie 
Stephen,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Jane  (Dickeson) 
Stephen.  Mrs.  Blaul  is  a  native  of  Wapello,  Iowa. 
They  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Jessie  Marie. 
Mr.  Blaul  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  while  tak- 
ing a  warm  interest  in  the  administration  of  public 
affairs,  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office.  His 
important  business  interests  occupy  his  full  time, 
and  the  prosiierity  of  the  house  of  John  Blaul  <fe 
Sons  is  his  first  care. 

Theodore  Blaul  was  born  in  this  city  Feb.  23, 1862. 
He  was  educated  at  Burlington,  and  was  trained  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  the  counting-house  of  his 
father.  In  1883  he  went  on  the  road  as  traveling 
salesman  for  the  firm,  of  which  he  had  been  made  a 
member  the  previous  year,  traveling  in  the  interest 
of  the  house  until  1886,  since  which  time  the  city 
trade  has  been  under  his  management.  At  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  Oct.  14,  1886.  the  marriage  of 
Theodore  Blaul  and  Miss  Emma  Unterkirchner 
was  celebrated.  She  was  born  on  Dec.  16,  1866, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  P.  F.  Unterkirchner.  A 
most  efficient  salesman  and  competent  business  man, 
he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  advancing  the  in- 
terests of  his  house. 

Louis  Blaul  was  born   in  this  city   Oct.  16,  1863, 
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and  was  educated  in  the  city  schools.  He  entered 
the  counting-house  of  l)is  father  in  1879  and  has 
been  constant!}'  employed  in  that  department  of  the 
business  since.  In  1885  he  was  admitted  to  part- 
nership in  the  house,  and  is  now  head  book-keeper 
and  cashier.  Exact,  methodical  and  careful,  Mr. 
Blaul  has  proved  competent  and  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  important  duties  devolving  upon 
him. 

^^  ARL  A.  LEOPOLD,  General  Manager  of  the 
[ll^''^  Northwestern  Furniture  Company,  of  Bur- 
^^^/  lington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  tliis  citj-,  June 
1 1,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  J.  J.  and  Thus- 
neld  E.  (Runge)  Leopold,  the  for\ner  born  in  Han- 
over, Germany,  June  30,  1809,  and  the  latter  was 
also  a  native  of  that  country.  Charles  Leopold 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  laud;  his  early  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  gymnasium  of  Hanover, 
and  in  1831,  he  went  to  Berlin,  where  he  took  a  partial 
course  in  the  University  of  that  citj'.  Coming  to 
America  in  1834,  he  first  located  in  8t.  Louis,  where 
for  a  short  time  he  was  interested  in  a  dairy,  and  in 
1839,  went  to  Libert}-,  Clay  Co.,  Mo.,  there  em- 
barking in  the  manufacture  of  rope.  Four  years 
latter,  Mr.  Leopold  crossed  the  plains  to  California, 
taking  with  him  4,000  sheep,  besides  horses  and 
mules,  and  while  on  the  way,  was  overtaken  bj'  a 
heavy  storm  and  a  band  of  Indians  stole  some  of  his 
most  valuable  horses  and  mules,  together  with  a 
shepherd  dog  which  cost  him  $200.  The  loss  of  his 
dog  was  a  great  damage  to  him,  it  becoming  almost 
impossible  to  control  the  sheep,  and  at  that  time 
there  was  but  one  bridge  and  one  ferry  between 
the  Missouri  River  and  California,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  swim  his  stock  acro.«s  streams.  His 
intention  was  to  spend  the  winter  in  Salt  Lake  Citj'. 
or  in  that  vicinity,  but  he  abandoned  this  plan,  and 
completed  the  trip  that  fall.  He  remained  in  Cali- 
fornia through  the  winter,  and  the  following  spring 
returned  to  the  East,  coming  by  way  of  South 
America  and  New  York.  Mr.  Leopold  remained  iu 
Burlington  till  18G1,  in  the  meantime  embarking 
in  the  bakery  and  brewing  business,  and  then  went 
to  Clay  County,  Mo.,  about  the  time  of  the  break- 
ing out  of   the   late  wav.     He  enlisted  in  the  State 
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Militia  to  protect  the  people  from  the  bushwhackers, 
and  then  returned  to  Burlington  in  1878,  where  he 
has  since  lived  a  retired  life. 

In  1838,  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  Charles  Leopold  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Thusneld  E.  Runge, 
and  eight  children  have  been  born  to  them — Her- 
man, Theodore,  Arthur,  Louisa,  Annie,  Matilda, 
Carl  A.,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leopold  have  lived  to  celebrate  their  golden 
wedding,  having  passed  a  happy  married  life  of 
half  a  century. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Carl  A.  Leopold,  i-e- 
ceived  a  liberal  education,  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  of  Burlington. 
For  several  years  he  was  employed  on  the  road  as  a 
traveling  salesman,  and  in  1886,  in  company  with 
C.  W.  Rand  established  the  Northwestern  Furniture 
ComiMny,  of  which  he  is  secretarj-,  treasurer  and 
general  manager.  In  1885.  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Clara  Starker,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Starker,  one  of  the  i)rominent  business  men  of  Bur- 
lington. By  this  union  there  is  one  child,  a  son, 
Aldo  R.  Carl  A.  Leopold  is  a  j'oung  man  of  splen- 
did business  .ability.  He  is  a  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, and,  while  building  up  his  own  fortune,  he  is 
aiding  materially  in  the  growth  and  development 
of  Burlington. 

^ .^^ S~ 


PREDERICK  VOGT,  a  gardener  and  breeder 
of  fine,  pure-blooded  poultry,  w.as  born  in 
Baden,  Germanj',  Feb.  24,  1829,  and  is  a 
son  of  Martin  and  Mary  Vogt,  who  emigrated  to 
America  in  1831,  locating  at  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  Hudson  River,  and  later  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Buffalo.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
living  children:  Frederick,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  ;  Mary,  wife  of  Mike  Stork,  resides  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. ;  John  and  Peter  .are  also  residents  of  Buffalo; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Mr.  Smith;  Catherine,  wife  of 
Mr.  Baker,  deceased.  The  father  was  stricken  with 
that  dread  disease,  cholera,  and  his  death  occurred 
in  1849.  Mrs.  Vogt  died  in  Buffalo  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

Frederick  Vogt,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  emi- 
grated to  America  with  his  parents,  and  after  their 
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removal  to  Buffalo,  he  entered  the  printing  office, 
as  flevil,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  to  serve  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  seven  3'ears.  He  started  a  German 
paper  called  the  Patriot,  bnt  soon  discontinued  its 
publication.  In  18o5  he  went  to  Chicago,  where 
he  was  employed  in  the  job  department  of  the 
Chicago  Tribune,  and  in  1861,  came  to  Burlington, 
being  employed  in  the  same  department  of  the 
Hawkeye.  He  was  subsequently'  associated  with 
John  Dalldorff  in  the  loiva  Tribune  office  until 
1878,  when  he  purchased  his  present  place  at  tlie 
corner  of  Vogt  street  and  Sunnyside  avenue. 

In  1848  Mr.  Vogt  wedded  Miss  Phoebe  Esbern- 
seheed,  a  native  of  Germtmy,  horn  Nov.  1,  1829. 
By  this  union  there  are  nine  children:  Mary  C, 
who  was  born  Dee.  14.  1849;  Frances  C,  born 
Dec.  12,  1851,  married  George  Eberhart;  Charles  F., 
born  Feb.  2,  1854,  married  Emma  Holcomb; 
George  J.,  born  March  3,  1856,  married  Annie 
Brocagan;  Amelia  C  born  Ma}'  6,  1858,  married 
Jacob  Wagoner;  Louisa  R.,  born  Julj-  1,  1860, 
married  Fred  Jagger;  William  J.,  born  April  25, 
1864;  Frederick  H.,  born  Dec.  12,  1866;  and  Carrie 
O..  born  Jan.  13,  1872. 

Politically,  Mr.  Vogt  i."  a  Republican,  is  well  in- 
formed on  all  subjects  of  the  daj-,  is  social  in  dis- 
position and  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes. 


Burlington  Vinegar  and  Pickle  Works,  was 
born  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  Dec.  31, 
1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Enos  and  Nellie  M.  (Shaw) 
Smith.  His  parents  were  New  England  people,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  mother 
of  Massachusetts.  Frederick  was  educated  in  the 
East,  receiving  an  academic  education,  and  in  1852 
went  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  three 
years,  coming  to  Burlington  in  1855.  The  same 
year  he  engaged  as  traveling  salesman  for  Samuel 
Robinson,  wholesale  dealer  in  cigars  and  tobacco. 
In  1860  he  began  business  for  himself  in  the  same 
line  at  Burlington,  and  in  1861  began  the  manufac- 
ture of  cigars.  From  1865  until  1879  Mr.  Smith 
w.-js  engaged  in   the  manufacture  of  tobacco  as  a 


member  of  the  firm  of  Smith,  Cook  <fe  Co.,  and  in 
1881  joined  H.  Weinrich  in  the  incorporation  of 
the  Burlington  Vinegar  and  Pickle  Works.  He  was 
chosen  president  of  the  company,  and  has  held  the 
position  for  the  past  seven  years.  The  sketch  of 
their  business  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  in  Lee  County, 
Iowa,  June  23,  1867,  with  Miss  Luc^'  A.  Parker,  a 
native  of  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Parker,  Esq.  One  child,  a  daughter, 
Millie  P.,  was  born  of  their  union.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  attend  the  First  Presb3-terian  Church.  In 
politics,  Mr.  .Smith  is  a  Republican,  though  not  an 
active  partisan,  his  experience  in  official  affairs  being 
limited  to  one  term  in  the  City  Council.  He  is  an 
energetic,  practical  business  man,  of  broad  views 
and  ripe  experience.  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
business  of  his  house,  and  the  establishment. of  im- 
portant branch  houses  in  other  cities,  has  been  ma- 
terially advanced  bj'  Mr.  Smith's  enterprise  and 
push. 


JnOHN  W.  SLINGLUFF,  night  clerk  in  the 
I  yard  office  of  the  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  Co.,  at 
1  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Wheeling, 
i  W.  Va.,  May  12,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of 
Christian  and  Eliza  Ann  (Hamilton)  Slinglufif.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  until  eighteen  3'ears  of 
age,  thus  receiving  a  good  common-sehool  educa- 
tion. In  April,  1855,  he  emigrated  to  Danville, 
Iowa,  with  his  parents,  and  there  remained  for  three 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  removed 
to  Burlington  and  learned  the  painter's  trade  with 
his  uncle,  T.  C.  Hamilton. 

When  the  late  war  broke  out  Mr.  Slinglufif,  with 
others  of  the  11th  United  States  Infantry,  marched 
to  the  front.  He  enlisted  on  the  4th  of  February, 
1862,  in  Company'  F,  and  served  three  years  in  the 
Array  of  the  Potomac.  He  participated  in  many 
of  the  important  battles  of  the  war,  among  which 
were  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Fredericksburg, 
seven-days  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Gettj'sburg 
and  Culpeper  Court  House.  At  Mine  Run,  he 
was  wounded  so  seriously  as  to  be  unfit  for  active 
service,  so  was  placed  on  detached  service,  being 
detailed  in  the  recruiting  service,  stationed  at  Wilkes 
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Bane,  Pa.  On  the  5th  of  February.  1865,  after 
gallantly  defending  his  countrj'  for  three  years,  he 
received  his  discharge. 

Returning  to  Burlington,  Mr.  Slingluff  obtained 
employment  at  his  trade  with  the  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
Co.,  and  has  worked  for  them  continuously  since  in 
several  different  capacities,  being  emijloyed  at  the 
present  time  as  night  clerk  in  the  yard  office.  The 
fact  that  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  same 
company  foi'  twenty-three  years  is  a  sufficient  guar- 
anty of  his  faithfulness  and  skill.  In  his  political 
views,  he  is  a  Democrat. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  18C8,  at  Burlington, 
Iowa,  Mr.  .Slinglufl  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  F.  Bugle,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  Bugle.  Five 
children  gr.ace  this  union — Edwin,  born  Sept.  26, 
1869;  Clara  J.,  born  Aug.  18,  1871;  Hattie,  born 
Aug.  24.  1873;  Lillie  and  John. 


i= 


pv  ICHARD  HOWARD.  Among  the  promi- 
L^  nent  pioneers  of  Des  Moines  County  who 
have  labored  with  untiring  zeal  for  its  prog- 
i'Si'ress,  cultivation  and  interests,  none  deserves 
moi'e  praise  or  credit  than  our  subject.  He  was 
born  in  Charles  County,  Md.,  Feb.  7,  1813,  and  is  a 
son  of  Gustavus  and  Ellenor  (Barnes)  Howard, 
both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  M.aryland,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  Ch.arles  County,  Feb.  7, 
1812.  Four  children  were  born  to  them,  Richard 
being  the  eldest.  The  parents  removed  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,subsequentlj' taking  up  their  residence 
in  Pittsburgh,  remaining  there  until  1816,  when  they 
again  returned  to  Washington,  making  that  their 
home  until  1833,  when  they  removed  to  Wheeling, 
Va.  (now  West  Virginia),  but  subsequently,  April  7, 
1843,  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Howard's 
death  occurred,  Oct.  16,  1843.  He  was  by  occupa- 
tion a  farmer  and  carpenter,  and  was  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  The  death  of  his 
wife  occurred  Oct.  16,  1881,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
ninety-three. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  residing  in  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  Richard  Howard  was  apprenticed  to 
the  carpenter's  trade,  serving  a  term  of  four  j-ears. 
He  was  obliged  to  give  security  for  good  conduct) 

4* 


and  received  nothing  in  return  for  his  labor  ex- 
cept his  clothing,  which  was  poor  at  that.  The 
d.ays  of  privation  and  toil  spent  by  Mr.  Howard 
during  his  term  of  apprenticeship  will  never  be  for- 
gotten, but  perhaps  the  trials  of  those  daj's  make 
the  present  blessings  seem  so  much  the  brighter. 
Shortlj'  after  his  apprenticeship  was  completed  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Hunter,  a 
native  of  Brownsville,  Pa.,  their  union  being  cele- 
brated May  7,  1840,  in  Wheeling.  To  them  were 
born:  Oliver  F.,  a  machinist,  who  married,  and 
has  two  children,  Maud  and  Richard,  them  other 
being  now  dead ;  Amanda  became  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Totm.an,  and  has  two  children.  Dais}'  and 
Richard,  the  latter  having  been  adopted  by  Mr. 
Howard,  assuming  his  name;  Emeline  C,  wife  of 
Charles  H.  Peters,  a  resident  of  Fort  Madison, 
became  the  mother  of  two  children, — Milton  and 
Florence;  Sophrona  married  S.  Zane  Robinson,  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  children — Howard  and    Milo. 

Coming  to  Des  Moines  County  in  1843,  Mr. 
Howard  at  once  began  working  at  his  trade.  He 
erected  many  of  the  frame  houses  of  the  village, 
afterward  contracting  and  building  manj'  of  the 
fine  structures  of  the  now  city  of  Burlington, 
among  which  was  the  first  Episcopal  Church, 
erected  in  1848.  Not  less  than  fourteen  or  fifteen 
young  men  have  learned  the  trade  under  Mr. 
Howard's  instructions,  and  remembering  his  own 
hard  lot,  he  has  not  only  been  to  them  a  teacher 
but  a  friend,  aiding,  advising  and  caring  for  them  ; 
and  some  of  the  young  men  he  has  sent  to  school, 
paying  the  price  of  their  tuition.  Many  have  prof- 
ited by  his  kind  words  and  deeds,  and  he  has 
always  paid  the  highest  wages  for  good,  industrious, 
sober  men.  A  man  of  sound  judgment  and  good 
business  habits,  the  ring  of  his  hammer  was  heard 
for  over  a  quarter  of  a  centurj\from  1843  to  1877, 
when  he  retired  from  active  life.  Always  charita- 
ble, the  blessingsof  many  a  poor  man  have  been 
bestowed  upon  Mr.  Howard  for  the  aid  so  gra- 
ciously given.  Strictly  temperate  in  his  habits, 
he  attributes  much  of  his  success  and  health  in  life 
to  his  abstaining  from  all  liquor,  and  the  hand  of 
sympath}-  and  love  has  often  been  extended  to 
those  who  have  thus  fallen. 

Mrs.  Howard,  a  noble  Christian   lady,  was  called 
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to  lier  last  rest  in  1856,  five  of  the  family  being 
taken  from  their  eartlily  home  that  same  j'car. 
Mr.  Howard  was  again  united  in  marriage,  in  1861, 
to  Miss  S.  M.  Owens,  a  native  of  Milford,  Kent 
Co.,  Del.,  and  a  daughter  of  .John  and  Mary  (.Jame.s) 
Owens,  they  too  being  natives  of  that  .State.  Mr. 
Howard  has  filled  the  office  of  Alderman  for  six 
years.  In  early  life  he  was  an  old-line  Whig,  cast- 
ing his  first  vote  for  Harrison,  at  which  time  he  was 
compelled  to  buy  forty  acres  of  land  in  order  to  be 
a  qualified  voter.  Upon  its  organization  he  enlisted 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and  under  its 
banner  has  since  continued  to  fight.  He  has  always 
contributed  liberally  to  Sunday-school  and  church 
work,  believing  that  the  Sunday-school  is  the  place 
to  educate  and  prepare  the  3'oung  for  future  life. 
His  children  are  all  members  of  churches.  We  are 
pleased  to  give  this  generous,  noble-hearted  man  a 
prominent  place  among  the  pioneers  of  Des  Moines 
County,  whose  interests  were  always  his  own.  and 
whose  prosperity  was  alwa3's  his  pride,  and  who  will 
welcome  and  treasure  this  brief  sketch  of  the  history 
of  one  of  the  best  of  their  number. 
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R.  HORACE  A.  LOWERY.  a  prominent 
I  ji;  physician  of  Sperry,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa, 
ffyj^  was  born  in  Lee  County,  Iowa,  Feb.  3, 
^''^  1 858,  and   is  a  son  of  the   Rev.  F.  B.  and 

Catherine  (Jolly)  Lowery,  whose  sketch  appears 
upon  another  page  of  this  work.  The  early  life  of 
our  subject  was  spent  in  attending  the  schools  of 
Ft.  Madison  during  the  winter  and  working  upon 
the  farm  during  the  summer,  until  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, when  he  attended  two  terms  at  the  Ft.  Madi- 
son Academj'.  In  1871  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  with  his  brother,  Dr.  O.  W.  Lower^',  a 
prominent  physician  of  Grand  Junction,  Greene  Co., 
Iowa,  though,  during  ids  school  days,  he  had  been 
studying  and  reading  about  his  chosen  profession. 
After  remaining  with  his  brother  for  one  year,  Mr. 
Lowery  attended  the  Keokuk  Medical  School  dur- 
ing 1874-75,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
the  spring  of  1876.  Locating  at  Weaver,  Lee 
County,  the  Doctor  immediatelj-  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  but  after  remaining  there 


for  one  year  came  to  Sperry,  where  has  since  made 
his  home.  A  careful  student,  he  has  made  a  suc- 
cessful physician,  and,  though  so  young,  has  gained 
a  practice  which  many  an  older  doctor  might  envy. 
He  has  already  gained  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  the  people  of  that  community  by  his  strict  and 
careful  attention  to  his  profession,  and  a  bright 
future  lies  before  him. 

On  the  17th  day  of  October,  1876,  Dr.  Lowery 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie  Hewitt, 
who  was  born  in  Indianola,  Iowa,  April  22,  1856, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and  Sandi  A.  (Cora) 
Hewitt,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio,  from 
which  State  they  moved  to  Indiana,  later  becoming 
residents  of  Indianola,  and  prior  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Rebellion  moved  to  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa.  On  the  President's  call  for  troops  Joseph  C. 
Hewitt  immediatel3'  responded,  enlisting  in  the  1st 
Iowa  Cavalry,  which  was  organized  at  Burlington, 
and  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  May  3, 
1801.  After  serving  his  term  of  enlistment — three 
years — he  re-enlisted  May  5,  1865.  He  was  taken 
sick,  his  failing  health  being  caused  b^'  exposure 
during  his  long  service,  and  his  death  occurred  .it 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  Like  so  many  others,  Mr.  Hewitt 
nobly,  willingly'  and  cheerfully  laid  down  his  life 
in  defense  of  the  fl.ag  that  now  floats  so  proudly 
over  our  united  Nation.  Words  are  feeble  in  ex- 
pressing the  gratitude  due  to  those  gallant,  unfortun- 
ate comrades,  and  weak  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
honor  with  which  their  names  are  held  in  remem- 
brance bj'  those  whom  they  died  to  benefit.  Maj' 
their  names  be  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generation;  may  their  children  and  children's  chil- 
dren speak  of  them  and  recount  their  deeds  with 
reverence,  inspired  bv  admiration  of  their  noble 
sacrifice.  May  their  suffering,  their  death,  and  their 
rude  burial  u|)on  the  hot  and  dusty  battle-fields  of 
the  South  all  tend  to  strengthen  the  land  they  died 
for  and  make  patriotism's  watchword  "  'Tis  sweet 
and  honorable  to  "die  for  one's  country."  While  we 
write  the  stor^'  of  heroism  of  fathers,  brothers  and 
sons,  let  us  not  forget  that  vast  host  of  loyal  women 
who  said,  "  Go,  and  may  God  pi'otect  you  and  our 
Nation."  Let  us  tell  of  the  devotion  of  these  wo- 
men, who,  while  their  hearts  were  bleeding,  smiled 
farewell,  lest   the   soldier  be  disheartened — tell   of 
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the  long  weeks  of  anguish  which  followed  the  de- 
parture of  the  loved  one,  and  write  of  the  deeds  of 
bravery  that  have  never  been  told;  for  does  not  the 
grief-stricken  widow  and  orphan  merit  a  share  in 
the  volume  of  praise?  It  was  not  until  1882  that 
Mrs.  Hewitt  was  called  to  that  other  shore  to  meet 
her  noble  husband,  her  death  occurring  in  Burling- 
ton. 

Two  children  bless  the  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Lowery — Birdie  F.  and  Meda  May.  Mrs.  Lowery 
has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
fiom  earl^'  childhood.  Socially,  Mr.  Lowery  is  a 
member  of  Diamond  Lodge,  No.  326.  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Sperrj',  and,  politicallj',  is  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  part}'.  In  all  pub- 
lic enterprises  and  interests  the  Doctor  is  an  active 
and  energetic  worker,  and  among  the  highly  re- 
spected people  of  the  community  none  rank  higher 
than  he  and  his  estimable  wife. 


eHARLES  AVACHSMUTH,  a  distinguished 
paliBontolugist  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born 
in  Hanover,  Germany,  Sept.  13,  1829,  and 
is  a  son  of  Christian  Wachsmuth,  an  eminent  lawyer 
of  that  country.  He  was  educated  in  his  native 
country,  crossing  the  ocean,  in  1852,  in  the  interest 
of  German  emigration.  Remaining  two  years  in 
New  York  City  in  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
mission,  he  then  went  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  establish- 
ing his  residence  in  that  city.  On  the  3d  of  June. 
1855,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bernadina 
Lorenz.  also  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany. 

Prof.  Wachsmuth  began  his  scientific  researches  in 
1857  at  Burlington,  finding  that  locality  peculiarly 
rich  in  fossils,  especially  crinoids,  but  realizing  that 
life  was  too  short,  and  the  fiehl  of  geology  and 
palaeontology  too  vast  for  one  to  get  more  than  a 
superficial  knowledge  in  the  general  way.  he  decided 
to  make  a  specialtj'  of  the  study  of  crinoids.  and 
with  that  end  in  view,  he  pursued  his  researches  in 
that  direction.  In  less  than  three  years  he  had 
secured  the  largest  and  most  complete  collection 
known  in  the  world,  for  which  he  received  the 
munificent  sum  of  |(),000  from  the  Museum  of 
Comparative   Zoology,    at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and 


which  he  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  Museum  him- 
self, enjoying  during  that  time  the  hospitality  of 
Prof.  L.  Agassiz.  In  1874,  in  company  with  his 
wife,  the  Professor  made  a  tour  of  Europe,  Asia 
and  Africa,  with  a  view  of  familiarizing  himself  by 
personal  observations,  with  the  fields  of  historic  and 
classical  literature.  Their  travels,  in  Ital}',  Greece, 
Turkey,  Arabia  and  Africa  proved  of  special  inter- 
est, and  thej'  returned  in  1879,  after  an  absence  of 
five  years  spent  in  delightful  travel  and  sojourney- 
ings. 

Prof.  Wachsmuth  wrote  his  firstarticle  on  crinoids 
in  1877,  and  subsequently  several  others  together 
with  Mr.  Frank  Springer.  In  1879,  the  first  part  of 
the  revision  of  Pateo-crinoidea  was  published,  the 
second  part  in  1881,  .and  the  third  and  last  part  in 
1886.  The  revision  contained  are-description  of 
all  crinoid  genera  known  to  the  present  time,  and 
brought  order  out  of  chaos.  Their  classification  has 
since  been  accepted  by  the  scientific  world,  and 
they  are  now  preparing  a  monograph  on  the  PaliEO- 
crinoidea  of  America,  with  illustration  of  all  known 
species,  the  drawings  of  twenty-four  plates  being 
already  comi)!eled.  The  revision  and  most  of  the 
papers  were  published  under  the  title  ''  Wachsmuth 
and  Springer."  Prof.  Wachsmuth's  co-laborer, 
Frank  Springer,  of  Las  Vegas,  New  Mexico,  is  a 
sou  of  Judge  Francis  Springer,  late  of  Louisa 
Countj',  Iowa.  He  understands  the  crinoids  thor- 
oughlj'.  He  has  long  been  a  student  of  palasontology, 
and  possesses  great  natural  ability  for  scientific  re- 
searches. 

Professor  and  Mrs.  Wachsmuth  spend  the  early 
spring  months  of  every  year  in  the  mountains  of 
Alabama,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  in  search  of 
fossils  and  in  recruiting  their  health.  The  Professor 
is  always  accompanied  by  his  devoted  and  accom- 
plished wife,  who  is  as  wanii  an  enthusiast  as  he  is 
himself;  more  than  that,  she  has  been  his  co-laborer 
and  fellow-student  in  the  field  of  his  studies  and  re- 
searches, and  is  highly  educated  in  paleontology. 

The  present  collection  of  Prof.  Wachsmuth  is 
exclusively  crinoidal;  it  is  probablj'  the  largest  and 
most  valuable  in  the  world,  larger  than  the  one  sold 
to  Cambridge.  He  has  an  extensive  European  cor- 
respondence, has  been  made  a  member  of  the  Mos- 
cow Scientific  Society,  and  his  publications  have 
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made  his  name  familiar  among  scientific  men.  He 
recently  erected  a  fire-proof  structure  near  his  resi- 
dence, where  his  valuable  library  and  specimens  are 
secure.  Besides  Prof.  Waclisuuith,  there  are  other 
Burlington  men  who  have  gained  a  high  reputation  in 
the  scientific  world.  Among  them  are  Dr.  Charles  A. 
White,  now  director  of  the  invertebrate  collection 
in  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  and  favorably  known 
for  many  valuable  works  on  invertebrate  fossils; 
also  Dr.  AV'illiam  H.  Barris.  formerly  rector  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  Burlington,  now  professor  in 
the  Davenport  Universit}';  Mr.  Frank  Springer, 
before  mentioned;  Mr.  James  Love  of  Burlington, 
who  has  a  fine  collection  of  crinoids;  the  late  Dr. 
Otto  Thieme,  a  German  pli3'sician.  entomologist 
and  geologist,  who  made  large  collections;  Mr.  John 
Giles  was  an  excellent  collector,  a  printer  who  met 
his  death  in  a  quarr}-  in  187!),  b}'  the  caving  in  of 
some  rocks  while  in  search  of  specimens  beneath 
them. 

Burlington  and  its  viclnit}'  is  iieculiarly  rich  in 
rare  and  curious  fossils,  and  Prof.  AVachsmuth  has 
found  it  a  ver^-  fruitful  and  interesting  field  of 
operations.  The  citizens  of  Burlington  have  reason 
to  be  proud  of  their  fellow-townsman,  who  has  done 
so  much  to  bring  the  locality  into  prominence  in 
the  scientific  world,  and  who  has  made  so  brilliant 
a  record  for  himself. 


'GEORGE  W.  TURNER,  residing  on  section 
II  ^w)  ^*''  F'''^*  River  Township,  Des  Moines  Co., 
5^S)  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Wiltshire,  England, 
born  in  Salisbury,  July  24,  184t,  and  is  a  son  of 
AVilliam  and  Ann  (Willett)  Turner,  both  of  whom 
were  also  natives  of  England.  To  them  were  born 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  six  are  living — Sarah  A., 
wife  of  Frederick  Cook,  a  commercial  traveler  re- 
siding in  Burlington;  James,  merchant  and  grain 
dealer  of  Unionville,  Mo.;  our  subject;  Elizabeth, 
widow  of  T.  W.  Cockell,  resides  in  Flint  River 
Township;  L3'dia,  wife  of  AV.  H.  Krozen,  whose 
home  is  in  Chicago;  Martha,  who  wedded  C.  T. 
Griggs,  a  miller  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

Crossing  the  Atlantic   with   his  parents  in  1854, 
when  fourteen  years  of  age,  Mr.   Turnei'  landed  in 


Canada,  and  there  subsequently  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  about  eleven  years.  In 
Bradford,  Ontario,  he  became  acquainted  with  Eliza- 
beth J.  Gorman,  the  acquaintanceship  ripened  into 
love  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  thatcitj'. 
Mrs.  Turner  was  born  Feb.  4,  1845,  in  Belfast,  Ire- 
land, and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (A^oucher) 
Gorman,  both  natives  of  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin, 
and  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Mary  S.,  wife  of  G.  H.  AViggens  of 
Milwaukee,  AATis. ;  Elizabeth  the  honored  wife  of 
our  subject;  Jlargarel  A.  married  C.  AA'.  Tindall,  of 
D.akota;  AA'illiam.  who  lives  in  Burlington;  John  H., 
a  resident  farmer  of  Colorado;  Josephine,  deceased ; 
Joseph,  aclerk  in  Burlington;  Philip,  also  residing  in 
that  cit}^;  Edith  C.  vvife  of  A.  Reed,  of  Milwaukee, 
Wis.  The  famil3'  went  to  Bradford,  Canada,  when 
Mrs.  Turner  w.as  about  eight  ycnrs  of  age,  and  from 
thence  moved  to  Indiana  in  1864,  remaining  there 
four  j-ears  and  then  going  still  further  AA'est,  locat- 
ing at  Livingston  County,  111.,  where  the  father 
died  about  1871.  lie  and  his  wife  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  the 
latter  is  now  living  with  her  sons.  A.  B.  .and  J.  IL, 
near  Yuma,  Colo.,  being  now  sixty-five  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Turner's  parents  are  residents  of  Burlington, 
and  their  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

George  AY.  Turner  came  with  the  famil}-  to  Bur- 
lington in  18G7,  and  eng.aged  in  the  confectionery 
and  fruit  business  for  three  j-ears,  and  then,  in  1870, 
selling  out  he  went  into  the  retail  grocery  business 
In  the  firm  of  Ctickell  &  Turner  on  Jefferson  street, 
continuing  in  this  until  1884,  and  during  this  time 
lost  monej'  by  the  dishonesty  of  his  clerks.  Selling 
out  in  that  year,  Mr.  Turner  moved  on  a  farm  ad- 
joining the  city,  and  in  1885  embarked  in  the 
Agency  Avenue  Dairy.  He  had  been  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Burlington,  h.os  held  the 
oflSce  of  School  Director,  and  is  highly  respected  1)3' 
all.  Sociall3',  he  is  a  member  of  Ro3'al  Arcanum 
Lodge,  No.  530,  of  Burlington  and  of  the  Finch 
Lodge,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  of  AVest  Burlington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  have  for  a  number  of  years 
been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
ver3'  active  in  all  church  and  Sunday-school  work, 
their  zeal  is  untiring,  their  labor  unceasing.  As  far 
back  as  the  histor3'  of  the  family  is  known,  there 
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has  been  a  direct  line  of  ministers;  and  his  untiring 
labor  in  the  cause  shows  how  faithfully  Mr.  Turner 
lias  followed  their  example.  The  erection  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  "West  Burlington 
was  largely  due  to  his  efforts,  and  the  record  of  his 
life  is  an  example  well  worthy  of  emulation.  Not 
only  zealous  workers  in  the  church,  but  the  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Turner  and  his  family  is  given  to  all 
temperance  interests.  They  all  belong  to  the  I.  O. 
G.  T.  and  were  charter  members  of  Finch  Lodge. 
A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Turner  stands  firmly 
bj'  his  party,  and  in  all  pulilic  enterprises  in  his 
community  he  is  in  the  front  rank.  In  1884-85, 
lie  superintended  the  erection  of  the  public-school 
building  of  West  Burlington,  a  structure  worth 
$6,000,  being  a  Director  of  tiie  School  Board  at  that 
time.  Mrs.  Cockell,  a  sister  of  Mr.  Turner,  lias 
been  classed  among  the  prominent  and  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  her 
childhood. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  has  been 
blessed  witii  four  children :  William  J.,  born  Nov. 
19,  1864,  in  Bradford.  Canada,  graduated  from  the 
Burlington  high  school  in  the  class  of  1883,  and  is 
now  clerk  in  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  Master  Mechanics'  office,  of  West  Burling- 
ton ;  George  A.,  born  in  Bradford,  Canada,  March 
21,  1869.  received  his  education  in  Burlington  and 
is  a  moulder  by  trade;  Harry  C.  was  born  in  Des 
Moines  County,  May  11,  1875;  Mj'rtle  A.  was 
also  born  in  Des  Moines  County,  March  24,  1881. 

JpULIUS  F.  KLINGLUFF,  who  is  among  the 
I  '  oldest  conductors  on  the  Iowa  Division  of 
l{  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad, 
V  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio, 
Feb.  14,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  C.  J.  and  Eliza  A. 
(Hamilton)  blingluff.  He  came  to  Des  Moines 
County-,  Iowa,  in  1859,  with  his  parents,  who  set- 
tled at  Danville.  There  he  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  his  primary  education  in  the  schools  of 
Des  Moines  County,  and  later  took  a  course  at 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  of  Burlington, 
where  he  graduated  in  1861.  After  completing 
his    education,   Mr.    Slingluff    began    learning    the 


painter's  trade,  but,  finding  this  distasteful,  went  to 
work  at  railroading,  as  brakesman  on  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincj'.,  working  his  way  up  to  the 
position  of  freight  conductor,, and  later  becoming 
passenger  conductor,  and  is  now  running  between 
Burlington  and  Creston. 

In  Burlington,  Iowa,  Sept.  10,  1879,  the  mar- 
riage of  Julius  Slingluff  and  Miss  Clara  Hilleary 
was  celebrated.  Slie  was  born  in  Des  Moines 
County,  July  9,  1851,  and  is  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  and  Sarah  (Morgan)  Hilleary,  her 
mother  being  the  first  lady  to  cross  the  Mississi|)pi 
River  at  Burlington.  By  this  union  tliere  are  three 
children — Harry,  Francis  and  Edna.  Mr.  Slingluff 
is  a  memljer  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  1,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  also  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Railway  Con- 
ductors, and  in  politics  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 
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/^  HRISTIAN  J.  SLINGLUFF,  one  of  the  pio- 
[l(^l  neer  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County  Iowa, 

^^7  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  Oct. 
14,  1814,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Loeser)  Slingluff,  botli  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  father  of  Scotch  and  the  mother 
of  Welch  descent.  Their  union  was  celebrated  in 
Montgomery'  County,  where  two  children  were  born 
— Christian  J.  and  William ;  the  latter  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  years.  The  mother  departed  tliis  life  in 
1842,  the  father  dying  in  1833.  He  w.asan  old-line 
Whig  .and  a  great  admirer  of  Henry  Clay. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  county,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was 
apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  bricklaj'er,  and,  in  1837, 
left  Pennsylvania,  and  going  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
there  spent  one  year.  He  next  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Wheeling,  W.  Va..  where  he  wedded  Miss 
Eliza  Ann  Hamilton,  July  12,  1840,  who  was  born 
in  .Steubenville,  Ohio,  July  14,  1819.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
John,  enlisted  in  the  11th  United  States  Infantry, 
and  served  through  the  war;  James  H.,  Julius  F. 
and  Charles  T.  are  all  residents  of  Burlington.  In 
1855  Mr.  Slingluff  took  up  his  residence  in  this 
city,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in  contract- 
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ing  and  building.  For  the  past  eight  years  he  has 
been  superintending  tiie  brick  work  for  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Hailioad,  on  their  Iowa  Di- 
vision. In  early  life  a  Whig.  Mr.  .Slingluff,  at  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party,  joined  its 
ranks,  and  has  since  cast  his  ballot  with  that  body. 
He  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  is 
well  informed  on  all  the  affairs  of  the  country.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  .Slingluff  have  many  warm  friends  in  Bur- 
lington, and  are  highly  respected  for  their  many 
good  qualities.  The  lady  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  this  cit}'. 


R.  CHARLES  BEARDSLEY,  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  IS,  1830.  liis  ancestors  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Connecticut.  William 
Beardsley  came  from  Stratford-on-Avon,  England, 
in  1635,  and  helped  to  found  and  probably-  gave  the 
name  to  Stratford,  Conn.,  in  1639.  John  Beardslej-, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  same  village 
in  1792,  and  in  1»22  wedded  Mary  Fitch,  a  native 
and  resident  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  hers  being  also 
an  old  family  in  that  State.  In  the  same  3'ear  of 
their  marriage,  they  settled  in  Milford  Township, 
Knox  Co.,  Ohio,  amid  the  dense  forest,  but  they 
cleared  away  the  trees,  developed  a  farm  and  there 
resided  until  their  deaths,  Mrs.  Beardsley  dying  in 
1879  and  Mr.  Beardsley  in  1887.  They  had  three 
sons  and  three  daughters:  George  F.  and  Mar}' 
(Mrs.  Craven)  reside  in  Champaign,  III.;  Charles  is 
a  resident  of  Burlington,  Iowa;  Henry  makes  his 
home  in  Clarks,  Neb. ;  and  two  of  the  daughters  are 
dead.  The  boys  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  did  their 
share  of  the  heavy  work. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age.  Charles  Beardsley 
began  working  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he 
continued  for  two  or  three  years.  He  then  attended 
school  for  one  term  at  the  academy  in  Granville, 
Ohio,  which  was  supplemented  by  a  year's  course 
in  this  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  dur- 
ing the  presidency  of  the  accomi)lished  and  sweet- 
spirited  Dr.  Edward  Thomson,  afterwards  bishop  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal   Church.     Mr.  Beardsley 


then  began  the  study  of  medicine,  teaching  school 
during  the  intervals  of  study,  graduated  at  Cincin- 
nati in  1885,  and  on  the  5th  of  September  of  that 
year,  began  practicing  medicine  in  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
with  Dr.  Miner,  with  whom  he  remained  six  months. 
Not  liking  the  situation,  he  proceeded  farther  west- 
ward, and  took  up  his  residence  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa, 
in  March,  1856,  there  continuing  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession  until  1861.  In  the  meantime. 
Dr.  Beardsley  had  taken  an  interest  in  the  Herald 
of  that  place,  becoming  its  editor  in  January,  1858, 
and  continuing  in  that  occupation  till  March,  1865. 
He  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Oskaloosa  in  1861 
and  retained  the  office  during  President  Lincoln's 
administration.  Under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  July 
14,  1862,  he  was  also  appointed  examining  surgeon 
of  applicants  for  pensions,  and  faithfully- discharged 
the  duties  of  the  position  until  his  removal  from 
Oskaloosa  in  1865. 

Dr.  Beardsley  removed  to  Burlington  in  the  month 
of  October,  1  865,  and  became  the  editor  and  of  the 
proprietors  of  The  Ilawkeye,  and  so  continued 
until  his  withdrawal  from  the  paper  in  June,  1874. 
He  represented  Des  Moines  County  in  the  State 
Senate  from  1.N70  to  1874.  serving  as  chairman  of 
the  Committees  on  Federal  Relations  and  on  Schools, 
and  also  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Railroads 
and  Printing.  At  the  session  of  1872.  he  intro- 
duced a  bill  into  the  Senate  for  compulsory  educa- 
tion, which  was  passed,  but  it  failed  in  the  House. 
He  .again  secured  its  passage  in  the  Senate  at  the 
extra  session  in  1873.  but  it  again  failed  to  pass  the 
House. 

After  his  retirement  from  The  Hawkeye,  Dr. 
Beardsley  spent  several  months  abroad.  In  1876- 
77-78,  ho  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  speaking 
in  a  majority'  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  and  in 
in  February,  1878,  was  appointed  b^'  President 
Hayes,  one  of  the  Coinage  Commissioners,  to  visit 
the  United  States  mint  in  Philadelphia.  In  June, 
1879,  Secretary 'McCrary  tendered  him  a  position 
in  the  War  Department,  to  assist  in  the  preparation 
of  the  War  Records  for  publication.  This  was  ac- 
cepted ;  but  six  weeks  later,  the  office  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department  becoming 
vacant,  he  was  appointed  to  th.-it  position  by  the 
President,    on    the    recommendation   of   Secretary 
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Slieruian  as  well  as  that  of  Senators  Allison  and 
Kirkwoorl,  anil  many  other  leading  Republicans  of 
Iowa.  He  resigned  this  f)fflce  when  the  Democrats 
came  into  power  in  March,  1885.  .ind  his  resig- 
nation was  accepted  in  May.  During  his  service  as 
Fourth  Auditor,  Dr.  Beardsley  also  served  by  ap- 
pointment of  President  Arthur  as  .acting  First  Au- 
itor  during  a  brief  interregnum  in  the  latter  olflce. 

Dr.  Beardsley  and  his  family  returned  to  Bur- 
lington in  June,  1885,  and  in  August  of  that  year 
he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
in  the  Republican  State  C(jnvention,  and  the  same 
d.ay  was  chosen  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State 
Central  Committee,  to  which  position  he  was  re- 
chosen  in  1886  and  ag.iin  in  1887.  In  April,  1886. 
Dr.  Beardsley  was  appointed  Auditor  of  State,  hav- 
ing charge  of  that  office  for  three  months,  during 
the  trial  ami  until  the  acquittal  of  the  former  incum- 
bent of  the  oflice.  In  .January,  1887,  he  was  com- 
missioned by  Gov.  Larrabee  to  examine  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  various  public  institutions  of  the 
State,  with  a  view  to  improve  and  make  uniform 
their  methods  of  book-keeping,  reports,  etc.  In 
March,  1888,  Gov.  Larrabee,  by  and  witii  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate, appointed  him  State 
Inspector  of  Oils  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

In  Oskaloosa.  Iowa,  Nov.  23,  1865,  the  marri.age 
of  Ciiarles  Beardsley  and  Eliza  M.  Pool  was  cele- 
brated. Mrs.  Beardsley  is  the  daughter  of  Simeon 
Pool,  formerly  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
had  been  known  as  one  of  the  early  and  stanch 
abolitionists.  Their  children  are  Florence,  Charles, 
Jr.,  George,  Simon  and  John,  and  an  infant  daugh- 
ter, deceased.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  Dr.  Beardsley  was  for 
seven  years  (18G7  to  1874)  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
in  Burlington,  and  while  in  Washington,  D.  C,  was 
a  trustee  and  president  of  the  First  Congregational 
Society  in  that  city. 

Dr.  Beardsley's  talents  as  an  orgifnizer,  have  been 
of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  Republican  party  in 
Iowa,  and  their  appreciation  of  that  fact  has  been 
shown  by  their  insisting  on  his  retaining  the  position 
of  Chairman  of  the  State  Central  Committee  for  the 
past  three  years.  In  the  many  responsible  public 
positions  to  which  he   has  been  called,  he  has  ever 


proved  himself  a  competent  and  faithful  official,  and 
he  has  won  the  respect  and  kindly  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  into  contact,  and  in  Bur- 
lington, especially,  enjoys,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
confidence  and  good-will  of  its  people. 
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■^OHN  W.  VANOSDAL  has  been  a  resident 
of  Benton  Township,  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  for  fortj'-five  years.  He  was  born  in 
I  that  township,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Hannah  (Banta)  Vanosdal,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Kentucky.  The  father  was  a  miller  by 
trade,  and  when  a  boy  emigrated  to  Indiana  with 
his  parents,  settling  in  Switzerland  County,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  and  was  married.  Emigrat- 
ing to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  in  an  early  day, 
he  purchased  eighty'  acres  of  partly  improved  land 
on  section  4,  Benton  Township,  and  there  resided 
for  six  or  eight  years.  Later,  he  purchased  another 
farm  in  Franklin  Township,  where  he  lived  for  a 
short  time,  and  then  purchased  the  site  of  the  old 
Franklin  Mills.  He  built  the  original  mill,  which 
was  first  used  .as  a  sawmill,  but  afterward  converted 
into  a  flouring-mill,  and  there  he  lived,  carrying  on 
the  business  of  milling  until  1856,  when  he  sold 
out.  Removing  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mr.  Vanosdal 
there  engaged  in  mercantile  trade  for  four  ye.ars, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  jiurehased  a  farm 
on  section  o3,  Benton  Township,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Oct.  3.  1868.  He  was  born 
in  1816,  and  his  widow  yet  resides  in  Mediapolis. 
He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  from  childhood,  being  always  one  of 
the  faithful  workers  in  his  M.aster's  cause.  A  public- 
spirited  man,  he  w.as  ever  ready  to  do  his  part  in 
matters  of  interest  to  the  communitj',  and  in  his 
political  views  Was  a  Whig,  being  also  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vanosdal  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  and.  with  the  exception  of  two, 
all  reached  maturity — Marietta  died  in  infancy,  and 
Mitchell  died  when  ten  years  of  age.  The  other 
children  of  the  familj'  were:  Mehala,  wife  of  J. 
W.  McDonald,  of  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des 
Moines  County;  Melissa,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  King,  a 
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resident  of  Modiapolis;  Martha,  who  has  been  a 
teacher  in  the  high  school  for  iwent.y-five  years; 
John  W.,  our  subject;  Melinda,  wife  of  T.  S.  Poole, 
a  minister  of  tiie  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Bentonsport,  Iowa;  Mary,  wife  of  Nicholas  Boyce, 
of  Mediapolis;  Jane,  wife  of  Henry  Walker,  of 
Henry  County,  Iowa;  Anna  wedded  Frank  Corden, 
of  Mediapolis;  Minnie  is  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Phelps  County,  Neb.;  and  Birdie  is  now  living 
with  her  mother,  in  Mediapolis. 

Our  subject  was  reared  ui)on  a  farm,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools.  On 
the  19th  of  August,  lS(i2,  lie  responded  to  his 
country's  call  for  troops,  and  enlisted  in  the  2olh 
Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  one  year,  participating 
in  the  battles  of  Cliickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas  Post 
and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  was  discharged, 
Feb.  23,  18G3,  on  account  of  disability.  Return- 
ing home,  he  remained  until  May  5.  18G4,  when  he 
again  enlisted  in  the  4r)lh  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was 
discharged  at  Keokuk  in  September  of  that  year. 
After  his  return  home,  he  again  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, in  which  occupation  he  has  continued  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  four  years,  when  he 
was  engaged  as  a  stock  and  grain  dealer  in  Medi- 
apolis. Iowa. 

On  the  10th  of  October.  1SG7.  Mr.  Vanosdal 
was  united  in  marriage  witii  Lydia  Poole,  daughter 
of  R.  I).  Poole,  a  resident  of  Mediap(jlis.  Three 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union — Thomas 
O.,  Mary  N.  and  Zora.  Mr.  Vanosdal  and  liis  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Politically,  he  affiliates  witii  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  one  of  the  well-informed  and  resjiected  citi- 
zens of  Benton  Township. 
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*  IfclLLIAM  CAKUh 
\jjj//  in  this  volume  to 
VtW      the  dead  as  well 


1^  I^ILLIAM  CARDEN,  deceased.  It  is  fitting 
I  to  preserve  the  memories  of 
as  to  speak  of  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  living.  As  the  Carden  family  have  been, 
since  1858,  one  of  the  best  known  families  in  this 
part  of  the  county,  we  deem  it  proper  to  mention 
more  fully  the  history  of  the  gentleman  who  is  tbe 
subject  of  this  sketch,  and   who,  when  living,  was 


one  of  tlie  most  energetic  of  men,  one  of  the  best 
of  husbands  and  kindest  of  fathers.  We  refer  to 
the  sketch  of  John  Carden  for  the  early  history  of 
the  family,  which  was  of  English  origin. 

William,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  in  Hamilton 
County,  Oliio,  in  1829,  a  son  of  AVilliam  and 
Sarah  (Radcliff)  Carden.  His  marri.age  was  cele- 
brated in  Ohio  l>y  Esq.  Andrew  Scott.  Miss  Isabella 
S.  Miller  becoming  his  wife.  Her  parents  were  both 
born  in  America,  the  father.  William  Miller,  in  New 
York,  his  wife,  formerly  Elizabeth  Reed,  in  Hamilton 
Countj',  Ohio,  to  which  State  Mr.  Miller  came  a 
single  man.  He  was  for  man}'  years  a  teacher  in 
Ohio  before  his  marri.age.  His  wife  died  when 
Mrs.  Carden  was  five  years  of  age,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren: Andrew,  who  wedded  and  removed  to  Chris- 
tian County,  III.,  where  his  death  occurred,  was  a 
noted  teacher  in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  and  in  this 
county  taught  school  for  some  time;  Rachel  became 
the  wife  of  William  Wheatlej'.  of  Cuinmingsville, 
Ohio — but  he  is  now  deceased,  and  his  widow,  who 
for  twenty  years  has  been  blind,  resides  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Lib  Johnson,  in  Cuinmingsville;  Isa- 
bella, wife  of  our  subject;  Mary,  deceased  wife  of 
Andrew  Willie,  .a  farmer  of  Christian  County,  111.; 
Elizabeth  wedded  James  Pottinger  of  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  reside.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  William  Miller,  .Sr.,  married  Betsy 
Pottinger  of  Ohio,  removed  to  Christian  County, 
III.,  and  there  died.  The  latter  removed  to  this 
county,  where  she  departed  this  life.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  second  marriage:  Edwin  A. 
wedded  Louisa  Snyder;  Dorcas  married  William 
Crocker;  and  Elizabeth  died  unmarried. 

After  our  subject  and  his  young  wife  came  to 
Iowa,  they  settled  near  ••  Jimtown  "  in  this  county, 
where  they  resided  two  years.  The  present  home- 
stead was  purchased  in  1860,  and  here  Mr.  Carden's 
death  occurred  Feb.  14,  18C(),  in  the  full  flush  of 
manhood,  and  that  too  when  life  seemed  brightest, 
when  his  good  wife  and  prattling  children  gave 
added  zest  to  his  labor,  and  his  prosperity  was  the 
subject  of  common  remark  by  all  his  neighbors. 
No  man  can  say  that  William  Carden  ever  did  a 
person  an  nnkindness.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  as  was  his  wife  before  her 
marriage,  and   both   lived   devout  Christian  lives. 
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Tj"phoid  fever  prevailed  as  an  epidemic,  anrl  several 
members  of  his  family  were  stricken  donn,  but  lie 
only  was  taken,  leaving  the  family  circle  broken, 
the  heart  of  his  devoted  wife  crushed  by  the  blow, 
and  his  children  fatherless  at  an  earl}'  age.  Tiie 
children  are  eight  in  number,  all  living:  Willard 
married  .lane  Linley.  and  resides  in  Henry  County; 
John,  a  farmer  of  Henry  County,  wedded  May  A. 
Hemmings;  Frank  resides  in  Washington  D.  C,  a 
clerk  in  the  pension  office;  Emma  is  the  wife  of 
Warren  Foster,  whose  father,  R.  B.  Foster,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  residents  of  Danville  Township,  and 
has  an  extensive  history  in  this  volume;  Lincoln 
wedded  Minnie  Lyons,  and  resides  in  Scott  Town- 
ship, Henry  Co.,  Iowa;  James,  husband  of  Marj' 
Boyer,  resides  in  Henry  County;  Edwin  manages  the 
home  farm ;  and  William  is  a  teacher  in  Des  Moines 
County.  .  Perhaps  no  family  of  children  of  the 
same  number  in  Danville  Township  have  been 
better  educated  than  those  mentioned  ;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  Mrs.  Foster  and  her  brother  P^dwin, 
all  have  been  teachers.  Among  the  noted  people 
of  this  county  mentioned  in  this  volume,  niaj-  be 
found  an  extensive  history'  of  their  relationship. 
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"^  OHN  L.  KELLEY,  of  J.  L.  Kelley  &  Co., 
wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  farm  machin- 
ery, buggies,  etc.,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
(j^jl/  was  born  near  Steubenville.  Jefferson  County. 
His  father,  James  Kelle^',  who  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, was  born  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  of 
Scotch-Irish  parent.age,  and  removed  to  Ohio  in 
early  life.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jane  Kean,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  emi- 
grated to  America  in  childhood,  and  married  Mr. 
Kelley  in  Ohio. 

Our  subject  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  in 
1849,  settling  near  Birmingham,  Van  Buren  County, 
where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  an  aca- 
demic education  at  Jacksonville,  111.,  and  engaging 
in  teaching  in  winter,  farming  in  summer.  The 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  found  him  thus  engaged, 
and,  responding  to  the  call  of  his  country,  he  en- 
listed, in  October,  1861,  in  Companj'  M,  4th  Iowa 
Cavalry,  and    served   with  credit  to   himself  until 


the  close  of  the  war.  He  did  gallant  service,  and 
was  fortunate  enough  to  escape  either  wounds  or 
capture.  He  was  promoted  to  Quartermaster  Ser- 
geant, and  veteranized  in  1864.  He  saw  much 
service,  being,  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  under 
Gen.  S.  Curtis,  and  subsequentlj'  under  Gen.  A.  J. 
Smith,  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  engaged  in  skirm- 
ishing and  scouting  through  that  then  dangerous 
region.  Subsequently  the  regiment,  .and  ISIr.  Kelley 
with  it,  was  under  Gen.  Thomas  in  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  They  joined  Grant's  Army  at  Grand 
Gulf  on  the  march  to  Vicksburg,  participating  in 
the  arduous  labors  attending  the  reduction  of  the 
celebrated  rebel  stronghold.  They  remained  in 
that  region  until  Februarj',  1 864,  when  they  took 
part  in  the  Meridian,  Miss.,  expedition,  under  Gen. 
Sherman.  Later  in  the  year  they  had  a  lively  time 
with  the  rebel  cavalry  under  Forrest,  near  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  engaging  in  many  sharp  fights,  notably 
at  Guntown,  Tupelo,  Holly  Springs,  etc.  In  Janu- 
ary, 186,5,  the  regiment  was  joined  to  Wilson's 
Cavalry  Corps,  and  participated  in  the  famous  raid 
through  Georgia.  In  all  of  these  actions  Mr.  Kelley 
was  engaged,  and  alwaj's  did  good  service. 

After  his  discharge  Mr.  Kelley  returned  to  his 
former  occupation  of  teaching,  until  186,8,  and  the 
following  two  years  traveled  through  Northern 
Missouri  selling  farm  maciiinery.  In  1870  he  came 
to  Burlington.  Iowa,  forming  a  partnership  with  a 
Mr.  Elliott,  and  engaging  in  the  same  line  of  busi- 
ness, at  retail.  Since  entering  into  his  present  oc- 
cupation, the  business  has  been  carried  on  very 
successfully.  Several  changes  in  partnersiiip  have 
occurred,  and  during  the  time  Mr.  Kelley  has  be- 
come the  head  of  the  house,  and  a  wholesale  de- 
partment has  been  opened.  A  history  of  this  firm 
is  given  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mr.  Kelle}\ 
by  judicious  management  and  close  application  to 
the  details  of  his  business,  has  extended  his  line  of 
trade,  until  at  this  writing  (1888)  he  is  sole  pro- 
prietor of  one  of  the  most  extensive  wholesale  farm 
implement  houses  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Kelley  is  a  prominent  figure  in  the  business 
and  social  circles  of  Burlington.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  of  the  Commercial  Club 
of  Burlington,  the  latter  an  organization  instituted 
for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  commercial  and 
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maiuifaetiiring  interests  of  tlie  eity  and  bringing  its 
business  men  into  closer  social  relations  with  each 
other.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  prominently  identified  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
of  which  he  is  President.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  in  every  relation  of  life  bears  the 
repute  of  an  npriglit  man  and  a  good  citizen. 


^  r*-ILLIAM  H.  DAVIS,  Eclectic  physician  of 
\rJ/l  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Livingston 
^f  County,  N.  Y.,  March  26,  1«24,  and  is  a 
son  of  Dr.  Abner  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton County,  N.  Y.,  in  November,  1795.  His  mother 
was  Sarah  (Howell)  Davis,  who  was  born  in  179-1. 
Ho  grew  to  manhood  in  Livingston  County,  and 
there  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  Academ}'. 
His  father  being  a  physician,  he  had  access  to  the 
library,  and  commenced  reading  while  very  young. 
He  subsequently  attended  the  Eclectic  Medical  Col- 
lege at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated  in  the  class  of  '47.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his 
native  county,  and  in  1852  came  to  Burlington, 
luwa.  where  he  has  since  been  in  constant  practice. 
Dr.  Davis  is  among  the  oldest  physicians  of  the 
city,  there  being  but  two  who  have  been  in  prac- 
tice longer  than  he.  He  is  a  man  who  is  well  posted 
in  his  profession,  and  also  in  the  affairs  of  the 
county  and  State.  In  early  life  he  w.as  a  Whig,  and 
affiliated  with  that  party  until  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  when  he  joined  the  same, 
and  has  since  cast  his  lot  with  that  bod}'.  He  has 
a  choice  library,  which  is  well  read. 


'>'^:^^:i?t^it?^s^^<=— 


ARK  F.  DERBY,  junior  partner  of  the 
firm  of  N.  R.  Derby  &  Co.,  is  a  Hawkcye 
by  birth,  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  Feb. 
5,  1832.  His  education  was  received  in 
the  common  schools,  and  after  its  completion  he 
was  emplo3'ed  as  a  message  boy  for  the  Telegraph 
Company,  later  in  the  employ  of  the  Hawkeye 
Woolen  Mills,  and  subsequently  in  the  E.  D.  Rand 
&  Co.  lumber  business.  In  1878  he  embarked  with 
<■  '     '    ' 


his  brother  in  milling,  which  business  he  has  since 
carried  on.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  Burling- 
ton vvith  Miss  .Jennie  Young,  a  native  of  the  city. 
She  was  highly  educated,  an<l  for  several  years  was 
a  successful  teacher  iti  the  public  schools  of  Bur- 
lington. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Derby  are  the  parents  of 
four  children :  Ralph  A.,  Carf)Iine,  Marian  and  New- 
ton. Although  comparatively  joung,  Mr.  Derby 
ranks  among  the  most  enterprising  business  men  of 
Burlington. 


,/^>  HARLES  JONES  DODGE,  Prosecuting  At- 
jlf^l  torney  for  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was 
^^'  born  in  Washington,  D.  C,  .July  31,  1852, 
and  is  the  son  of  Gen.  Augustus  C.  and  Clara  A. 
(Hertich)  Dodge.  He  spent  four  years  of  his  child- 
hood at  Madi'id  while  his  father  was  L'nited  States 
Minister  at  the  Spanish  Court,  and  on  his  return  t<j 
America  made  his  home  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  the 
permanent  i)lace  of  residence  of  the  family.  His 
preparatory  education  was  received  in  the  city 
schools,  and  when  fifteen  jears  of  age  he  entereil 
the  University  of  Notre  Dame.  Ind.,  where  he  took 
a  classical  course,  and,  after  an  attendance  of  six 
yeai's,  graduated  in  1874  with  honors.  He  distin- 
guished himself  while  at  the  University  by  his  stu- 
dious haliits  and  good  scholarship.  In  his  junior 
year  he  won  the  class  medal,  and  later,  as  a  prize 
for  the  leader  in  elocution,  he  was  awarded  a  fine 
Maltese  cross,  valued  at  $50,  and  at  the  close  of  his 
senior  year,  he  won  the  honor  of  being  chosen  to 
deliver  the  valedictory.  In  the  fall  of  1874  Mr, 
Dodge  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Tracy  and  attended  the  State  University 
of  Iowa,  where  he  took  a  regular  law  course,  re- 
ceiving his  diploma  June  30.  1875.  He  at  once 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Bur- 
lington, trying  his  first  case  in  court  on  the  12th  of 
July  following. 

Mr.  Dodge  was  married  at  Burlington,  Jan.  6, 
187(i,  to  Miss  Ella  Craig,  daughter  of  Robert  E. 
Craig  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Mrs.  Dodge  was  born  in 
New  Lisbon,  Ohio.  On  entering  u|)on  the  practice 
of  law  at  Burlington,  Mr.  Dodge  was  first  associated 
with  W.  S.  Fegan.  and  in  187G  formed  the  existing 
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partnership  with  his  brother,  Senator  W.  W.  Dorige. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  The  first  t)fficial 
position  he  was  chosen  to  fill  was  that  of  City 
Solicitor,  holding  the  same  for  one  term.  At  the 
regular  election  of  1886,  lie  was  elected  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  Des  Moines  County,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Dodge  comes  of  an  illustiions  Democratic 
family,  his  immediate  ancestors,  father  and  grand- 
father having  been  eminent  statesmen  of  national 
reputation.  His  father.  Gen.  A.  C.  Dodge,  was 
conspicuous  in  the  public  affairs  of  Iowa,  repre- 
sented the  State  in  the  National  Congress  from  1  848 
to  1855,  and  was  United  States  Minister  to  Spain 
during  the  3'ears  1855  to  1859.  His  grandfather, 
Henry  Dodge,  was  prominent  in  the  early  histor}' 
of  Wisconsin,  was  the  first  Governor  of  that  State, 
and  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  A 
peculiar  incident  in  the  family  history,  well  worthy 
of  mention,  was  that  of  father  and  son,  Henr}'  and 
A.  C.  Dodge,  sitting  side  by  side  in  the  United 
States  Senate  as  members  of  that  body,  represent- 
ing different  States.  Charles  J.  Dodge  inherits 
many  of  the  brilliant  qualities  which  made  his  illus- 
trious father  so  popular.  He  is  gifted  as  an  orator, 
and  has  won  a  foremost  place  as  a  lawyer. 


\f^/  B.  LOWERY,  a  resident  of  Burlington, 
[U^fe  Iowa,  was  born  near  Winchester.  Frederick 
yli  ""  County.  Va.,  Nov.  6.  1815.  His  mother 
dying  when  he  was  but  ten  years  old,  he  was  cast 
upon  the  cold  world,  receiving  unkind  treatment 
for  six  years  from  a  family  with  which  he  lived.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  learning  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  and  during  hisapprenticeship  orthe six  years 
previous  he  never  attended  a  day  at  school.  He 
learned  his  trade  at  Newtown,  with  a  certain  Mr. 
Fraley,  with  whom  he  lived  for  eighteen  months, 
and  then  went  to  Winchester,  where  he  worked  six 
months  at  the  rate  of  $6.50  per  month.  Leaving 
there,  he  went  to  John  Bell's,  in  Rockingham  County, 
Va.,  and  helped  make  and  frame  threshing  machines 
during  the  summer,  and  in  the  fall  running  one, 
until  December.  Mr.  Lowery  then  went  to  his  uncle 


Daniel's  in  that  county,  boarding  there  and  attend- 
ing school  until  in  June.  At  that  time,  a  man  came 
into  the  neighborhood  from  Hardin  County,  sixty 
miles  west,  wishing  to  engage  a  blacksmith,  and 
hiring  with  him,  together  thej-  rode  over  the  moun- 
tains to  Petersburg,  a  small  town  on  the  North 
Shenandoah  River.  During  his  stay  of  two  3'ears 
in  that  place  he  made  considerable  money  by  tlie 
buying  and  selling  of  horses.  Leaving  there  on 
horseback,  he  went  to  Newark,  Ohio,  and  finding 
his  father's  finances  in  a  bad  condition,  he  gave  him 
all  the  money  he  then  had  ($300),  to  buy  a  grocery 
store.  Selling  his  horse  for  $250,  he  was  to  receive 
fifty  dollars  down  and  the  rest  in  payments ;  but 
the  man  becoming  insane  and  setting  fire  to  his 
store,  our  subject  lost  the  balance  of  his  money. 
While  Mr.  Lowery  was  in  Newark,  a  Metliodist  re- 
vival was  being  carried  on,  which  he  attended  regu- 
larly, going  to  the  mourners'  bench  nearl^^  every 
evening  for  six  weeks,  with  the  determination  to  get 
religion,  but  all  to  no  avail,  and  so  he  gave  up  in 
despaii'.  Seeing  young  men  who  went  up  to  the 
mourners'  bench,  shouting  .and  professing  religion, 
performing  acts  that  he  would  not  do  even  while 
not  a  professed  Christian,  greatlj'  disgusted  him, 
and  he  tried  to  lead  the  life  of  an  infidel,  having  no 
belief  in  the  Bible.  These  meetings  becoming  so 
odious  to  him,  Mr.  Lowery  resolved  to  leave  the 
town,  and  with  his  clothes  and  eleven  dollars  in 
money,  boarded  a  canal-boat  and  started  for  the 
Ohio  River,  landing  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  Seeing 
nothing  inviting  in  that  town,  Mr.  Lowery  took  the 
boat  for  Cincinnati,  remained  there  with  step-brother, 
G.  B.  Wallace,  until  the  following  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  then  started  on  for  the  West,  with  his 
saddle-bags  full  of  clothes,  and  carrying  a  heavj' 
overcoat.  Arriving  at  the  little  town  of  Harrison, 
in  Hamilton  County,  he  there  procured  work  at  his 
trade  with  the  firm  of  Rood  &  Smith. 

In  relation  to  his  religious  experience,  we  can  not 
do  better  than  to  quote  his  own  words:  "  As  I  was 
approaching  the  town.  I  overtook  a  small  boj'.  My 
mind  was  still  worked  up  to  the  highest  pitch,  tiy- 
ing  to  denounce  the  Bible  and  all  religion.  Ac- 
costing the  little  boy,  I  asked  if  there  were  any  re- 
ligious bodies  in  the  town,  and  he  answered  'Yes.' 
I  then  asked  '  What  are  they.'"   He  replied,  'Method- 
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ist,  Presbyterian  and  Cariielites.'  In  astonishment.  I 
inquired  what  kind  of  people  liiey  were — 'Have  they 
got  liumps  on  their  backs.'' — this  being  the  first  time 
I  had  ever  lieard  the  name.  It  so  happened  tiiiit 
the  people  of  tliis  strange  body  whom  I  heard  were 
very  jealous  and  earnest  in  the  cause,  always  dis- 
cussing the  subject  with  everj-une  that  would  stop 
to  hear,  and  I  was  often  a  silent  listener  to  their 
discussions.  The  following  Sunday,  with  one  of 
my  shop-mates,  I  went  five  miles  into  the  country 
to  attend  the  services  held  by  Ihf  se  people.  I  was 
a  stranger  in  a  strange  place,  and  heard,  for  tiie 
first  time,  this  new  doctrine  preached  l)y  a  young 
man  by  the  name  of  Campbell.  He  had  a  large 
head,  black  eyes,  coarse,  stiff,  black  hair,  and  a  coarse 
sonorous  voice,  possessing  great  logical  powers  and 
a  profound  knowledge  of  the  .Scriptures.  I  listened 
with  earnest  attention,  and  before  he  was  through 
my  skepticism  was  almost  gone;  but  after  him  arose 
an  old  man  just  out  of  the  Calvinist  school,  that 
spoiled  all  that  liad  been  said,  as  he  was  not  yet  out 
of  Asiidod.  The  following  Friday  evening  a  pro- 
tracted meeting  was  commenced  at  the  church  in 
town  where  I  attended.  Each  evening  I  became 
more  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
on  Mondaj',  June  21),  1838,  was  buried  b^'  baptism, 
in  the  likeness  of  Christ's  burial,  in  White  Water,  in 
the  .State  of  Indiana,  just  over  the  .^itate  line." 

While  in  this  place,  Mr.  Lowery  met  the  lady 
who  afterward  became  his  wife.  While  standing 
in  the  church  door  after  the  services  were  over, 
looking  over  the  audience,  he  caught  the  eye  of  the 
lady,  and  turning  to  his  shop-mate  inquired  who 
she  was,  and  whether  si\e  was  married.  He  received 
a  negative  reply  to  tiie  latter  question,  and  to  the 
former  the  reply  was.  Miss  Catherine  Jolly.  Mr. 
Lower^'  remarked  that  he  would  see  her  before  tiie 
sun  went  down,  and,  by  chance,  they  took  dinner  at 
the  same  house.  They  were  introduced,  became 
fast  friends,  took  a  walk  together,  and,  finding  his 
love  reciprocated,  they  became  engaged,  and  were 
made  man  and  wife  June  6,  1838.  The  young 
couple  remained  in  Harrison  until  October,  1839, 
when  they  started  for  Iowa.  Their  first  babe  was 
born  on  the  3d  of  May,  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  their  journey,  and  on  the  way  it  took  sick, 
dying  the  second  day  after  reaching  Iowa.     The 


journey  vvas  made  overland  in  a  f<jur-horse  wagon, 
the  family'  being  accompanied  by  a  j^oung  man, 
Tom  Wallace,  making  the  trip  in  eighteen  days,  over 
corduroy  roads,  deep  ravines  and  broad  prairies, 
landing  at  Burlington,  Oct.  29,  1839.  Forty  acres 
c>f  land  were  purchased  in  Lee  County  for  five  dollars 
per  acre,  payable  in  one  3'ear,  with  ten  per  cent,  in- 
terest. Mr.  Lowery's  cash  capital  consisted  of  §0.7.5, 
and  this  he  paid  on  his  farm.  Before  a  year  had 
passed  away,  by  his  skill  and  enterprise,  seventeen 
acres  had  been  broken  and  fenced,  corn  cribs,  a 
stable,  a  blacksmith  sliop  and  a  cabin  had  been 
built,  and  the  remainder  of  the  farm  was  paid  for. 
The  farm  was  paid  for  in  this  manner:  Mr.  Lowery 
worked  for  his  neighbors,  and  f<jr  every  twenty- 
five  cents'  worth  of  work  done  he  received  a  bushel 
of  corn,  paid  for  its  hauling  to  Ft.  Madison,  and 
sold  it  for  twenty  cents  per  bushel.  Mr.  Lowery 
remained  on  this  farm  for  two  years,  and  during 
this  time  had  only  SIO,  most  of  which  was  s|)eiitfor 
postage,  as  at  that  time  each  letter  cost  twenty -five 
cents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowery  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancj';  and,  later^ 
the  eldest  son  and  a  daughter,  lioth  of  whom  were 
married  and  had  reared  families,  died.  Those 
living  are  Austin  P..  an  attorney  in  Bird  City, 
Kan.;  Oscar  W.,  a  physician  of  Grand  Junction, 
Iowa;  Jennie  became  tlie  wife  of  .Samuel  Diven.  a 
resident  o(  Burlington;  Loreta  C.  wife  of  Albert 
Neff.  is  a  resident  of  Midrlleton,  Idaho;  Celesta  A.. 
who  wedded  Jerry  Harris,  a  farmer  near  Morehead, 
Kan.;  Hor.ace  A.,  a  physician  of  Sperry,  Iowa; 
Wilbur  II..  a  resident  of  .Montana;  Oliver  IL.  the 
eldest.  <lied,  and  left  a  family  of  three  children; 
Emma  E..  deceased  wifi;  of  William  Willhoyt.  a 
resident  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

Mr.  Loweiy  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  for  a 
period  of  twenty -five  years,  and  w.as  very  success- 
ful. From  time  to  time  he  purchased  more  land, 
until  he  once  had  more  than  500  acres.  He  took 
special  pride  in  educating  his  children,  two  of  his 
sons  being  gradu.ates  of  the  college  at  Syracuse.  N. 
Y.,  one  son  is  a  noted  lawyer,  two  sons  graduated 
at  the  medical  college  at  Keokuk,  and  are  now- 
practicing  physicians,  and  the  daughters  attended 
the  Denmark  Academy.     Among  those  who  so  gal- 
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lantly  defended  their  country  during  the  late  war, 
were  lliree  of  Mr.  Lowery's  sons,  one  of  whom 
served  four  years,  and  the  others  three  years  each, 
and  all  were  wounded  while  in  service.  Two  of 
his  brothers,  and  two  of  his  wife's  brothers  were 
also  in  the  Union  Army.  In  18;'i7.  Mr.  Lowery 
removed  from  Lee  County  to  Des  Moines  County, 
where  he  operated  a  sawmill  for  twentj-  j-ears  and 
also  engaged  in  farming.  Moving  to  Burlington 
in  1876,  he  has  lived  here  continuously  since,  his 
children  are  all  married  and  gone,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  alone.  They  are  both  hale  and  hearty  for 
their  years,  he  being  seventy-three  and  his  wife 
sixty-nine.  Mr.  Lowery  has  never  been  sick  toany 
great  extent,  and  attributes  his  good  health  to  his 
regular  habits.  He  is  strictly  temperate,  alistaining 
from  all  liquors  and  tobacco.  For  forty-nine  j'ears 
he  has  preached  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  has 
alwaj's  given  his  aid  and  inflnence  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  proud  Stale  of  Iowa.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  a  friend  to  all  educational  matters, 
and  a  great  worker  in  the  temperance  cause. 

Mr.  Lowery  is  a  son  of  William  and  Nancy 
(Long)  Lowery,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  En- 
gland. Mrs.  Lowery  was  born  June  17,  1819,  in 
Harrison,  Ohif>,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Lucinda  (Ashbj')  Jollj'.the  father,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  of  Scotch  and  German  parentage,  and  the 
mother  of  Virginia,  of  English  and  Irish  ancestry. 

-^-> ■•oto..g^><^..o♦o Sr— 


F.  STAHL.  ?]sq.,  of  Mediapolis,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  May  1, 
1812,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Mag- 
dalena  (Young)  Stahl,  the  father,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  of  Virginia. 
Among  the  early  settlers  of  Fairfield  County  was 
Alexander  Stahl,  who  took  up  his  residence  there 
when  a  boy,  became  a  distiller,  and  resided  there 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1847.  'Ihe 
mother  died  July  10,  1841.  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
and  they  were  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  B.  F., 
our  subject;  G.  W.,  a  cooper,  living  at  Larue,  Ohio; 
Andrew  J.,  now  residing  in  Clarke  County,  Iowa, 
is  also  a  cooper ;  John  is  a  farmer  of  Niantic,  111.; 


Minerva,  deceased  wife  of  Michael  Friend,  also  a 
resident  of  Illinois;  and  Alexander  and  Miranda, 
both  also  deceased. 

The  maternal  grandfather,  Christopher  Young, 
served  his  country  faithfully  in  the  AVar  for  Inde- 
pendence. He  was  a  native  of  Rockingham  County, 
Va.,  a  shoemaker  l)y  trade,  and  was  a  zealous 
Baptist.  His  death  occurred  July  12,  1843,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninet3'-six  years  six  months  and 
eleven  days. 

Leaving  home  at  the  earl}'  age  of  fourteen  years, 
B.  F.  Stahl  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  and  was 
united  in  marriage  Aug.  11,  1833,  with  Clarissa 
Todd,  daughter  of  Jonah  Todd,  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  Their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  Fairfield  Count}',  Ohio,  in 
1842,  and  then  Mr.  Stahl  came  to  Des  Moines 
County,  working  at  his  trade  near  Dodgeville  dur- 
ing the  winter,  returning  to  Ohio  the  following 
spring  and  remaining  two  years  in  his  native  State, 
working  at  his  trade.  He  then,  with  his  family,  re- 
turned to  Des  Moines  Count}'  in  order  to  secure 
employment.  The  lack  of  work  in  Ohio  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  employers  hiring  the  penitentiary 
men,  being  able  to  secui'e  their  services  at  reduced 
rates.  He  located  two  miles  east  of  Dodgeville, 
and  worked  at  his  trade  for  two  years,  when  he 
went  to  Burlington,  where  he  vvas  emplo}-ed  as  fore- 
man of  William  Walker's  cooper  shop,  and  being  a 
first-class  workman,  thoroughly  Understanding  his 
business,  remained  in  that  capacity  for  three  years. 
He  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Flint  River 
Township,  and  made  that  his  home  for  two  years, 
when  he  returned  to  Burlington  and  engaged  in 
keeping  a  toll-gate  on  the  plank  road,  in  which  two 
more  years  passed  b}'.  The  two  succeeding  j'ears 
he  was  engaged  as  foreman  of  the  flour  barrel 
factory  of  Cock  &  Heise}',  when,  again  deciding  to 
go  upon  a  farm;  he,  in  1851,  purchased  land  near 
Dodgeville,  where  he  carried  on  the  occupations  of 
farming  and  working  at  the  cooper's  trade  for  eleven 
years.  His  next  removal  was  to  the  village  of 
Dodgeville,  where  he  became  proprietor  of  a  hotel; 
but  the  same  year  was  appointed  Postmaster,  re- 
ceiving his  commission  from  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
continuing  in  that  position  for  three  years.  Mr. 
Stahl  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1863,  and 
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two  years  later  removed  to  Kossuth,  where  he  was 
again  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  In  connection 
with  that  he  kept  the  stage  office;  later  was  again 
appointed  Postmaster,  which  position  he  held  for 
seven  years,  and  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
two  j'ears.  Going  to  Burlington,  he  became  clerk 
of  the  Scott  House  in  1872,  and  then  settled  per- 
manently at  MediapoJis  in  1875.  In  that  j'ear  Mr. 
Stah!  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  serving  con- 
tinuously ever  since.  He  was  also  honored  with  the 
office  of  l\Ia3'or  for  six  3'ears,  serving  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  He  has 
tried  manj-  cases  from  Burlington  and  served  about 
200  warrants. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stahl  reared  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren: William  H.  H.,  now  in  Phiilipsburg,  Mont., 
IS  a  miner  and  a  cooper;  B.  E.  is  a  resident  of 
Moray,  Idaho;  Sarah,  wife  of  H.  C.  Harper,  a  resi- 
dent of  Mediapolis,  Iowa;  James  H.,  whose  home  is 
in  Diamond  City,  Mont. ;  Amanda  C,  widow  of  R. 
A.  Taylor,  resides  in  Burlington;  Mary  E.,  wife  of 
J.  E.  Ware  of  Mediapolis;  George  J.,  a  carriage- 
trimmer  of  Atchison.  JCan.;  and  Z.  T.,  residing  in 
Bozeman,  Mont.,  is  a  saddler  by  trade. 

Religiously,  both  Mr.  .Stahl  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbj-terian  Ciiurch,  while  socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  1, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Burlington ;  also  was  a  member 
of  Washington  Lodge,  but  is  now  a  member  of 
Garner  Lodge,  No.  379,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  early 
life  a  Whig,  on  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  he  joined  their  ranks  and  has  since 
affiliated  with  the  same.  By  industry,  cconomj' 
and  good  management,  Mr.  Stahl  has  gained  a 
comfortable  competence  and  has  reared  a  family 
which  does  honor  to  his  name.  He  is  well  known 
and  universally  respected  throughout  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lives. 

^^  IIARlES  starker.  President  of  the  Iowa 
(([  W  ^^'^^^  Savings  Bank  of  Burlington.  Among 
^^!'  the  solid  business  men  of  this  county,  no  one 
deserves  notice  in  this  work  more  than  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  18.50,  and  who  has  not  onlv  witnessed  the 


remarkable  growth  of  the  town  and  county,  but  has 
contributed  to  its  develo|)ment  as  much  as  any 
other  man  within  its  borders.  Charles  Starker  was 
born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
on  the  11th  day  of  March,  1826.  There  he  grew 
to  manhood,  receiving  a  liberal  education.  He 
made  a  study  of  architecture,  in  which  he  became 
proficient,  and.  after  coming  to  Burlington,  he 
drafted  many  of  the  beautiful  buildings  in  that 
city. 

In  1848  Mr.  Starker  left  his  native  country  and 
came  to  America,  ]t>cating  for  a  short  time  at  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.  Thence  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business;  but  subse- 
quently, in  1850.  he  settled  permanently  in  Burling- 
ton, engaging  in  the  retail  and  wholesale  grocery 
business,  which  he  continued  twenty-five  years 
with  success,  accumidating  a  large  property. 

On  the  10th  day  of  February,  1852,  Mr.  Starker 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Runge,  who 
was  born  near  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  Feb.  1,  1836.  Two 
living  children  bless  this  union:  Arthur,  a  promi- 
nent grain  dealer;  and  Clara,  wife  of  Carl  Leopold, 
a  furniture  manufiicturer  of  Burlington. 

No  man  has  been  more  closely  connected  with 
the  business  interests  of  the  citv  than  Mr.  Starker, 
as  the  following  will  show.  Since  1860  he  has 
been  identified  with  its  banking  interests,  and  has 
also  held  many  prominent  places  in  city  affairs.  He 
is  President  of  the  Iowa  Savings  Bank;  Director  of 
the  National  State  Bank,  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  since  its  organization ;  President  of  the 
Aspen  Grove  Cemetery,  and  has  been  one  of  its 
Directors  for  twentj'-five  years;  Treasurer  and 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Opera 
House,  and  to  him  is  due  the  credit  for  so  elegant 
a  structure;  Treasurer  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Building; 
Treasurer  of  the  Independent  School  District,  and 
Director  of  the  Agricultural  Society.  He  laid  off 
the  public  square,  and  also  planned  and  laid  off  the 
beautiful  cemetery  of  Aspen  Grove.  As  remarked 
in  the  beginning  of  this  sketch,  no  man  in  Des 
Moines  County  is  more  worthy  of  record  in  this 
volume  than  Charles  Starker.  He  is  a  man  of  su- 
perior judgment,  a  close  observer,  and  a  gentle- 
man in  every  respect.  In  the  building  up  of  city 
and  county  he  has  contributed  liberally  of  his  means, 
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and  (leseives  that  which  lie  has — the  good  opinion 
and  respect  of  every  citizen  of  the  county  who 
knows  him. 

Mr.  Starker  has  a  beautiful  residence  on  Prospect 
Hill,  from  where  he  has  a  view  of  the  •'  Father  of 
Waters"  for  nearly  fifty  miles.  His  extensive 
grounds  are  laid  ofif  artistically  with  fountains,  hot- 
house, and  everthing  that  ensures  comfort;  and 
surrounded  with  ail  that  makes  life  en^oyalile,  he  is 
reaping  the  legitimate  fruits  of  a  life  of  industry, 
enterprise  and  integrity. 


-^^t 


\Mi ^ENRY  K.  EADS,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 

residing  on  section  14,  Flint  River  Town- 
fi^^  ship,  is  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Des 
(^)  Moines  County.  He  made  the  trip  to  Iowa 
from  Indiana  by  team  in  1840,  finding  on  his  arrival 
an  uncultivated,  uninhabited  region,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  settlements,  and  here  he  took  up 
his  residence,  and  has  now  made  it  his  home  for 
almost  half  a  century.  At  that  time  all  kinds  of 
wild  game  were  plentiful,  bands  of  Indians  might 
be  seen  on  the  prairies,  and  the  first  farm  owned 
by  Mr.  Eads  was  on  the  site  of  the  jtresent  cit3'^  of 
Burlington.  We  record  with  pleasure  the  sketch  of 
this  pioneer,  whose  life  has  been  spent  in  the 
development  of  and  for  the  interest  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Eads  was  born  Oct.  25,  1811,  in  Franklin 
County,  Ind.,  and  is  a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary 
(Kii)ddle)  Eads,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Maryland.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, and  of  that  number  four  are  yet  living: 
Henr}'  K. ;  Simon  ,I.,a  real-estate  agent  of  Burling- 
ton ;  Isabella,  wife  of  James  Going,  of  Portland, 
Ore.;  and  Perry,  a  farmer  of  Hancock  County,  111. 
The  history  of  this  family  may  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  S.  J.  Eads. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  Frank- 
lin Countj',  Ind.,  where  he  received  his  education 
in  the  log  school-house,  with  its  rude  benches  and 
no  floors.  He  only  attended  school  in  the  winter 
time,  his  summers  being  passed  in  helping  on  the 
farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  the  parental 
roof  for  a  home  of  his  own,  and  was  united  in  raar- 
riage    with    Sallie    Ensley,    a  native    of    Franklin 


County,  Ind..  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Cath- 
erine (Eads)  Ensley.  Iramediatelj'  after  their  mar- 
riage Mr.  Eads  rented  a  farm,  upon  which  they 
resided  until  1840,  and  in  that  county  three  chil- 
dren were  born:  Jonathan,  who  came  with  his 
parents  to  Des  Moines  County,  went  to  Oregon  in 
1855,  where  he  died  in  1866,  and  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  Portland;  Catherine  M.  and  Esau  both 
died  in  Franklin  County',  Ind.  On  coming  to  this 
county  Mr.  Eads  rented  a  farm  which  comprises 
part  of  the  land  upon  which  the  city  of  Burlington 
is  built.  Here  four  other  children  were  born: 
Oliver  P..  a  printer  of  Springfield,  111.;  Josephine 
and  Adeline  both  died  in  infancj-,  and  Whilford 
is  also  deceased.  Not  finding  farming  a  profitable 
occupation,  Mr.  Eads  removed  to  Burlington,  there 
turning  his  attention  to  the  stone-mason's  trade,  iu 
which  he  was  quite  successful.  He  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  the  Barrett  House,  and  erected  a  stmie 
barn  where  the  Pilger  Bros.'  wholesale  business  is 
now  carried  on.  While  residing  in  this  city  Mrs. 
Eads  was  called  to  her  last  rest,  in  1846,  and  her 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Aspen  Cemetery.  She 
was  a  consistent  Christian  lady,  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Eads  was  again 
married,  in  August,  1847,  to  Miss  Virginia  Sleeth, 
who  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Va..  in  October, 
1820,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Catherine 
Sleeth,  who  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County  in 
1837.  From  this  union  there  were  the  following 
children:  Milton  H.  died  in  infancy;  Florence; 
Jonathan,  who  wedded  Miss  Mary  Waite,  and  be- 
came the  father  of  two  children,  Abner  and  Dale, 
is  now  deceased;  George  H.  died  in  infancy. 

In  1861  Mr.  Eads  purchased  120  acres  in  Dan- 
ville Township,  where  he  resided  for  one  j'ear.  when 
he  sold  that  farm,  and,  in  1862,  purchased  105 
acres  of  land,  on  section  14,  Flint  River  Township, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Since  becoming  a  citi- 
zen of  Des  Moines  County  Mr.  Jlads  has  been 
honored  with  various  township  offlces,  and,  although 
a  Republican  in  politics,  in  1876  was  elected  over 
a  strong  Democratic  majority  to  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  several  times  re- 
elected, having  now  held  the  office  for  twelve  con- 
secutive years,  and  his  decisions  have  alwaj's  been 
sustained  by  the  higher  courts.     In  Mr.   Eads  the 
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educational,  temperance  and  religious  causes  have 
always  found  a  friend,  and  he  and  his  wife  have 
been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  fort3'-six  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. 


JOHN  JACOB  CROVYDER,  a  well-know  citi- 
zen and  druggist  of  Mediapolis,  was  born  in 
Owen  County,  Ky.,  July  18,  1822,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  E.  and  Martha  (Jarvis)  Crow- 
der,  the  father  a  native  of  Virginia  and  tiie  mother 
of  Maryland.  John  E.  Crowder  emigrated  to  Ken- 
tucky at  an  early  day,  and  there  made  a  farm,  was 
married  and  reared  a  family  of  four  children.  In 
the  fall  of  1824  the  family  emigrated  to  Switzer- 
land County.  Ind.,  where  a  claim  of  160  acres  of 
Government  land  was  entered,  trees  were  cut  down, 
brush  cleared  away,  stumps  grubbed  up,  and  in  the 
forest  a  fine  farm  was  cultivated.  Selling  his  land 
in  1853,  Mr.  Crowder  removed  to  Versailles,  Ind., 
where  he  lived  a  retired  life  during  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  Jan.  24,  1867,  his 
wife  also  dying  in  that  city  Jan.  23,  1870.  They 
were  both  devoted  members  of  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist Church,  the  husband  being  a  deacon  for  many 
years.  Without  educational  or  financial  assistance, 
his  success  in  life  was  due  to  his  own  efforts.  He 
educated  himself  after  attaining  his  majority,  his 
labors  gained  for  him  a  corafort.able  livelihood,  and 
his  liberal-mindedness  and  honesty  won  him  many 
friends.  He  w.as  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  gave 
his  children  the  best  education  that  the  times  and 
his  means  could  afford.  His  wife  was  a  true  Chris- 
tian woman,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all  church 
work.  They  reared  a  family  of  four  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest;  James,  a 
farmer  residing  near  Lawrence,  Douglas  Countj% 
Kan. ;  Sarab,  wife  of  Washington  Banlar,  and  both 
died  in  Indiana;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Bantar, 
a  resident  of  Jeffyson  County,  Mo. 

Remaining  upon  the  farm  until  sixteen  years  of 
age,  J.  J.  Crowder  went  to  Madison,  Ind.,  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  harness  and  saddle 
tr.ade,  working  until  Sept.  15,  1842.  when,  deciding 
to  go  West,  he  started  .as  assistant  salesman  for  a 
man   who  was  selling  woolen    goods,   and    passing 


through  Illinois,  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Burling- 
ton, September  28  of  that  year,  this  being  his  first  in- 
troduction to  his  future  home.  Going  as  far  West  as 
Fairfield,  and  by  a  circuitous  route  to  Dubuque,  he 
then  proceeded  to  Wisconsin,  stopping  near  Janes- 
ville,  and  remaining  there  until  July,  1843,  when 
he  returned  to  Switzerland  County,  Ind.,  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  fall  of  1844.  Mr.  Crowder 
again  started  for  the  West  as  a  teamster  for  his 
brother-in-law,  William  Bantar,  the  same  fall  return- 
ing by  the  way  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  Rivers 
b}'  steamboat.  One  year  later,  he  again  came  to 
Des  Moines  County,  and  engaged  in  teaching  the 
first  school  in  Benton  Township,  which  w.as  held 
in  a  log  school- house.  Going  to  Mt.  Pleasant  the  fol- 
lowing summer,  he  attended  Howe's  Academy  for 
three  terms,  then  was  engaged  in  teaching  at  Dodge- 
virie  and  in  reading  medicine. 

In  August.  1849,  Mr.  Crowder  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Clarissa  H.  Cartwright,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Daniel  G.  and  Melinda  Cartwright,  whose  his- 
tory appeals  elsewhere.  The  same  fall  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  W.  H.  Cartwright  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  at  Kossuth,  in  the  first  store  and 
building  erected  in  that  place,  and  there  he  re- 
mained almost  continuously  until  1865.  when  he 
went  to  Indiana  to  make  a  home  for  his  aged 
parents.  While  residing  with  his  parents  at  Ver- 
sailles, Mr.  Crowder  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
sold  out,  and  began  the  study  of  pharmacy  with 
Dr.  William  Graves,  of  that  city,  and  then  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  until  1878.  Disposing  of  his 
business  interests  in  that  city,  'Once  more  he  re- 
turned to  Des  Moines  County,  settling  in  Medi- 
apolis. and  again  engaging  in  the  drug  business. 
He  h.as  a  large  trade,  and  is  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  competent  druggists  in  the  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crowder  have  been  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  William  Henry,  a  resident  of 
Mediapolis,  who  makes  teaching  his  profession,  is 
m.arried  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Hon.  James 
Bruce,  of  Mediapolis,  and  has  one  child,  Clara,  now 
six  years  old;  James  Riley  died  when  but  seven 
years  of  age ;  Frances  is  now  the  wife  of  T.  W. 
Hamilton ;  Charles  S.  is  a  druggist  of  Pomona,  Cal. ; 
Jennie   Kate   is  in  California;  Cl.ara  and  B.  J.  are 
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still  with  their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crowder  are 
both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  While 
in  Indiana,  Mr.  Crowder  held  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  eight  3'ears,  during  which  time  he 
performed  sixty-five  marriage  ceremonies.  Always 
an  anti-slavery  man.  at  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  he  at  once  enlisted  in  its  ranks, 
and  has  always  been  firm  in  its  support.  As  a  busi- 
ness man  and  a  good  citizen,  he  is  justlj-  held  in 
high  esteem. 


MORRIS  WILLIAM  BLAIR,  a  well-known 
resident  of  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des 
Moines  County,  was  born  in  a  log  cabin  in 
the  Illinois  Military  District,  now  in 
Schuyler  County,  and  is  the  son  of  David  E.  and 
Sarah  Blair.  He  was  but  a  child  when  his  parents 
came  to  Iowa,  as  detailed  l)elow.  His  entire  life 
since  then  has  been  [lassed  on  tiie  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  liis  father's 
homestead,  bought  at  the  first  public  land-sale  in 
Iowa.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  culture 
and  .ability,  a  close  reader  and  vigorous  thinker, 
whose  studies  have  been  supplemented  by  extended 
intercourse  with  his  fellow-men.  lie  has  held  sev- 
eral township  offices,  and,  on  the  organization  of 
the  department,  was  appointed  under  President 
Lincoln's  administration  as  Assessor  of  Internal 
Revenue,  holding  the  office  until  1865,  when  he  re- 
signed. Mr.  Blair  stands  iiigh  in  the  estimation  of 
the  community  in  which  his  life  has  been  passed. 

Thomas  Blair  and  David  E.  Blair  were  western 
pioneers  and  early  settlers  in  Iowa.  Their  father, 
William  Blair,  born  near  Lancaster,  Pa.,  enlisted  in 
the  Continental  Army,  in  Ma}',  1778,  and  served 
three  years.  At  the  close  of  the  w.ar  he  married 
Catherine  Evans,  and  settled  on  the  Juniata  River, 
and  later  moved  by  pack-horse,  before  wagon  roads 
were  made  over  the  mountains,  to  Westmoreland 
County.  From  thence,  by  flat-boat,  about  1785,  he 
emigrated  to  Kentuekj-,  stopping  near  where  the 
town  of  Paris  now  stands.  Here  most  of  his  family 
were  born.  From  Kentucky,  in  1799,  again  by 
packing,  he    removed    to    Ohio,    near    Chillicothe. 

4*  


Here  Thomas  and  David  grew  up  and  m.arried : 
Thomas  to  Margaret  Job,  and  David  to  her  sister 
Sarah,  emigrants  from  Virginia,  but  natives  of  Balti- 
more, Md. 

In  1819  the  two  families  removed  to  near  Con- 
nersvijle,  Ind.;  thence,  in  1821.  to  what  is  now 
Cass  County,  111. ;  and  three  j-ears  later  crossed  the 
Illinois  River  into  Pike  Countj-.  Thom<as  was  ap- 
pointed a  Commissioner  for  the  organization  of  the 
new  count}'  of  Schuyler,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
first  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  that  county. 
David  was  the  first  County  Assessor,  and  also 
County  Treasurer,  and  purchased  for  the  county 
the  Land  on  which  Rushville,  the  county  seat,  is 
located.  In  1824  they  went  to  Atlas,  a  round  trip 
of  nearly  150  miles,  by  canoe  and  on  foot,  to  vote 
against  a  Convention  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  State,  legalizing  slavery  in  Illinois.  In  1834 
they  made  claims  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and 
in  1835  Thomas  moved  over,  and  his  brother  in 
1836.  They  settled  on  what  was  known  .as  Round 
Prairie,  now  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des 
Moines  County,  Thomas  on  the  place  now  owned 
by  Daniel  Matson,  and  David  on  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  M.  W.  Here  they 
leared  their  families,  cultivated  their  farms,  and 
lived  quiet  and  useful  lives  for  forty  years.  In  a 
new  country  like  gathers  to  like,  and  around  them 
settled  men  of  like  feelings,  like  character  and  like 
purpose.  So  to  them  much  is  due  for  the  good 
name  their  neighborhood  has  always  borne  for  pure 
morals,  attention  to  educational  interests,  and  hearty- 
support  of  religious  institutions.  Both  were  mem- 
bers and  office-bearers  in  the  Presbyterian  Chur2h 
from  the  beginning,  and  active  in  all  church  work. 
Thomas  Blair  represented  Des  Moines  Count}'  in 
the  First  Wisconsin  Territorial  Legislature  and  in  the 
First  Iowa  Territorial  Legislature.  David  E.  Blair 
was  a  Representative  from  the  county  in  1841,  and 
again  in  1  842,  and  also  in  the  First  .State  Legislature 
in  1846.  But  they  now  rest  from  their  labors. 
Their  father  died  in  1840,  aged  eighty,  and  is 
probably  the  only  soldier  of  the  Revolution  buried 
in  the  county.  David  Blair  died  in  1874,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two;  Thomas  in  1875,  aged  eighty- 
six;  his  wife,  Margaret,  two  years  later,  aged 
eighty-nine;  and  Sar.ah,  wife  of  David,   in 
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the  age  of  ninety-one.  Their  descendants,  in  the 
pioneering  spirit,  have  generally  pushed  fartiier 
west,  none  remaining  in  Des  Moines  County  hut 
Mrs.  Lydia  Raniiin.  daughter  of  Thoin.is  Blair,  and 
M.  W.  Blair,  son  of  David  E.  Blair. 

7Li^ON.  JAMES    BRUCE,  deceased,  of  Yellow 
Spring  Township,  was  a  time-honored  citi- 

^)^^    zen  of  Des  Moines  County,  and  was  num- 

'fl^j  bered  among  the  pioneers  of  1837.  He  was 
born  in  Frederick  County.  Va.,  March  19,  1814, 
and  comes  of  good  old  Revolutionary  stock.  His 
])aternal  grandfather,  George  Bruce,  was  a  native 
of  Virginia,  bnt  of  Scotch  descent,  while  his  father, 
James  Bruce,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Old  Domin- 
ion, born  April  20,  17G2.  Notwithstanding  the 
family'  were  strict  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  therefore  opposed  to  war  and  the  shedding  of 
blood,  James  Bruce  enlisted  as  a  teamster,  during 
the  latter  jears  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  w.as 
subsequenti}'  made  Wagonraaster.  He  was  induced 
to  enlist  by  Lawrence  Washington,  a  nephew  of  the 
General.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Morris  Job,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  in  the 
rank  of  Captain  served  his  country  faithfully  in  the 
War  for  Independence.  lie  died  in  Baltimore  early 
in  the  present  century. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  James 
Bruce  wedded  Anna  Job,  a  native  of  Baltimore, 
Md..  born  Nov.  20,  1780.  They  reared  a  family 
of  five  children:  Lydia  married  Adam  Smith,  of 
Highland  County,  Ohio,  and  now  resides  in  Heiu-y 
County,  Iowa;  James  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Jane  L.  married  Sherman  Terry,  and  both  are  now 
deceased;  Lawrence  W.  died  in  Ohio,  March  10, 
1849;  Sarah  J.  married  John  Anderson  of  this 
county.  In  1816  the  family  moved  to  Highland 
Counlj\  Ohio,  and  settled  at  Monroe,  where  James 
Bruce,  Sr.,  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  in  which 
he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb. 
28,  182G,  .aged  sixt^'-three  years  and  eleven  months 
He  was  a  leading  man  in  his  section  of  the  country' 
and  in  whatever  business  he  engaged  was  ever  ranked 
among  the  foremost. 

About  one  year  after  his  death,  the  mother,  with 


her  famil}-,  moved  to  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  and 
purchased  a  farm,  which  she  carried  on  with  the 
help  of  her  children.  She  died  many  years  ago, 
leaving  behind  the  precious  memory  of  one  who 
did  what  she  could,  and  who  reared  a  family  of 
honorable  men  and  women.  .She  was  of  the  old 
Quaker  stock,  descended  from  Richard  Bond,  who 
came  with  William  Penn  to  America. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  ho.me.  as- 
sisting in  the  farm  work,  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  Clinton  County.  Ohio,  re- 
maining four  years,  duiiug  which  time  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  tmner  and  currier,  and  afterward 
became  associated  with  his  old  employer  as  partner. 
In  the  spring  of  1837  he  left  Ohio  to  seek  a  more 
favorable  location,  and  came  directly  to  Iowa,  which 
was  then.a  part  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  and  located 
a  claim  on  section  1 7  of  what  is  now  Yellow  .Spring 
Township.  This  land  he  commenced  at  once  to 
cultivate,  making  the  improvements  required  by 
law.  In  the  winter  following  he  went  to  Burling- 
ton, was  eng.aged  by  Sullivan  Ross,  and  while  in  his 
employ  tanned  the  first  leather  in  what  is  now  the 
State  of  Iowa.  For  the  next  few  years  he  was 
engaged  on  his  claim  and  doing  odd  jobs  for  others 
as  he  found  opportunit}'. 

Prior  to  this  time  Mr.  Bruce  had  lived  a  bach- 
elor's life,  but  realizing  that  •'  it  was  not  good  for 
man  to  be  alone,"  on  the  28th  of  March,  1839,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  IL  Rankin, 
a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of 
David  and  Frances  (Huston)  Rankin.  Immediately 
after  their  marriage,  he  took  his  young  bride  to  his 
pioneer  claim,  and  in  the  rude  log  cabin  erected  by 
his  own  hands,  for  fifteen  years  they  lived  happily 
together,  and  there  several  of  their  children  were 
born.  In  18.^4  a  more  commodious  residence  was 
erected,  in  which  the  familj'  lived  until  1871,  when 
they  moved  to  Mediapolis.  where  Mr.  Bruce  ever- 
after  lived  a  retired  life.  At  that  lime  the  home 
farm  consisted  of  210  acres  of  fine  land,  which  had 
been  brought  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. 

Their  children,  all  horn  upon  the  old  homestead, 
were  as  follows:  Francis  A.  died  .at  the  age  of  six 
years;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Cartwright,  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Yellow  Spring  Township. 
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Lawrence  H.  C,  born  Feb.  25,  1844,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the 
"War  of  the  Rebellion  enlisted  in  the  14th  Iowa  In- 
fantrj',  and  gave  his  life  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Union.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  captured  and 
for  three  months  had  a  taste  of  Rebel  treatment  of 
prisoners  of  war.  Being  exchanged,  he  returned  to 
his  regiment,  and  in  the  battle  of  Old  Oaks  was  mor- 
t.ally  wounded.  He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Ben- 
ton Barracks,  where  he  died.  His  father  and  mother 
were  both  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
brought  the  bodj'  with  them,  interring  it  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  Kossuth.  Thus  was  one  more  victim 
offered  upon  the  altar  of  his  countr}' because  of  the 
hideous  crime  of  slavery.  David  R.,  the  second 
son  and  fourth  child,  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Fillmore  County.  Neb.;  .Tohn  died  in  infancy;  S. 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  C.  H.  Yost,  of  Fillmore  Count}', 
Neb. ;  and  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Crowder,  of 
Modiapolis. 

ISIr.  Bruce  led  an  active  life  and  was  frequently 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  offices  of  trust. 
Yellow  Spring  was  one  of  the  first  townsiiips  in  the 
county  to  l)e  organized,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose.  He  re- 
tained his  certificate  of  ai)pointment,  signed  by 
James  Cameron,  the  first  elected  Sheriff  in  the  coun- 
ty, until  his  death.  In  1861  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  county,  serv- 
ing three  years,  two  years  of  which  time  he  was 
Chairman.  This  was  at  a  time  when  the  board 
consisted  of  a  supervisor  from  each  civil  township, 
and  during  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  when  great 
watchfulness  was  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple's servants  that  county  funds  should  not  be 
squandered  and  yet  no  niggardly  policy  should  be 
pursued.  Especially  was  it  expected  that  the  Super- 
visor should  care  for  the  families  of  the  soldiers, 
and  if  possible  prevent  a  resort  to  drafting  to  se- 
cure the  county's  quota. 

In  the  fall  of  1863,  during  the  darkest  days  of  the 
war,  Mr.  Bruce  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Tenth  General  Assembly, 
to  represent  the  county  of  Des  Moines,  and  served 
with  ability  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constitu- 
ents. By  his  fellow-members  Mr.  Bruce  was  well 
esteemed,  and    in  him  all   reposed  coiifideuce.      In 


1870,  when  the  law  was  again  changed  in  regard  to 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  reducing  the  number  in 
each  county  to  three,  to  be  elected  from  the  whole 
county,  Mr.  Bruce  was  one  of  the  first  three  chosen, 
and  again  served  for  three  years.  Among  other 
official  positions  filled  by  him  was  that  of  one  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  survey  and  appraise 
the  swamp  lands  of  the  county.  In  every  position 
that  he  had  been  called  upon  to  fill  he  discharged 
the  duties  in  a  conscientious  manner,  with  a  desire, 
not  alone  to  please  his  constituents  but  to  do  what 
was  right. 

Mr.  Bruce  had  been  an  active  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since 
the  organization  of  the  first  class  in  Yellow  Spring 
Township.  He  toiled  early  and  late  in  the  work  of 
the  church,  giving  his  time  and  means  for  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  cause.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  one  of  the  Stewards  of  the  church  at  Mediapolis, 
and  advanced  age  did  not  lessen  his  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Master.  His  good  wife,  who  passed  to 
her  rest  Nov.  12,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
3'ears,  was  also  a  raemher  and  an  active  worker  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  her  death  the 
church  lost  one  of  its  most  useful  members,  one  who 
cheerfully  did  what  she  could  that  the  Redeemer's 
cause  should  prosper. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Bruce  was  an  old-line  Whig,  a 
great  admirer  of  the  leaders  of  that  party.  When 
the  Republican  party  sprang  into  existence  as  an 
organization  designed  to  prevent  the  further  ex- 
tension of  slavery,  he  enlisted  in  its  ranks,  and  under 
its  banner  continued  to  fight.  A  temperance  man 
from  principle,  he  believed  in  the  strict  enforcement 
of  the  prohibitory  law,  believing  it  best  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  people. 

For  a  little  more  than  half  a  century,  Jlr.  Bruce 
had  been  a  citizen  of  Iowa.  When  he  arrived  here 
there  was  not  one-fourth  as  many  inhabitants  in  the 
whole  Territory  as  vve  now  find  in  Des  Moines 
County.  Ever3'thing  was  in  a  wild  state,  few  im- 
provements had  been  made,  the  future  was  unknown 
and  its  brightness  could  never  have  been  dreamed 
of,  much  less  realized.  He  had  seen  a  State  spring 
up  with  a  school-house  upon  every  hilltop,  with  a 
church  by  its  side  and  with  a  population  of  well- 
educated,  contented  people.     He  had  seen  countless 
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manufactories  introduced  and  the  whole  country 
blossom  -as  a  rose.  He  had  lived  to  see  a  perfect 
network  of  railroads,  crossing  and  re-crossing  each 
other,  penetrating  every  nook  and  corner  of  this 
grand  (State,  while  the  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires  could  scarcely  be  numbered,  and  man  is  per- 
mitted to  address  a  message  or  hold  conversation 
with  another  hundreds  of  miles  away. 

Surely  the  age  of  wonders  is  upon  us,  and  to  be 
permitted  to  be  an  eye-witness  is  a  great  honor,  but 
to  be  more  than  an  ej'e-witness,  to  be  an  active 
participant  in  the  various  changes  that  have  Uiken 
place,  is  a  favor  not  shown  to  everyone;  but 
among  the  latter  number  may  be  enrolled  the  name 
of  James  Bruce,  the  Des  Moines  County  pioneer. 

The  hand  of  death  was  laid  upon  this  honored 
citizen  May  1.  1888.  and  he  passed  to  his  final  rest 
respected  by  all  who  had  ever  known  him,  and 
mourned,  not  only  by  his  own  immediate  family, 
but  by  a  large  circle  of  intimate  friends. 


-^- 


nSAAC  IIERRILL,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  re- 
I  siding  on  section  19,  Burlington  Township,  Des 
'ii  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Putnam  County, 
Ind.,  April  I.t,  1832.  and  is  a  son  of  Colman  and 
Mary  (Long)  HerrlU.  the  father  a  native  of  North 
Carolina  and  the  mother  of  Tennessee.  During  all 
his  life  Colman  Herrill  was  a  farmer.  He  emigrated 
to  Tennessee,  where  he  was  married,  and  there  five 
of  their  children  were  born.  They  moved  to  Indi- 
ana in  the  year  1831,  and  there  three  children  had 
birth.  The  three  remaining  children  were  born  in 
Iowa,  where  they,  in  1836,  settled  in  Des  Moines 
County.  Flint  River  Township,  where  he  entered 
160  acres  of  land.  Mrs.  Herrill  departed  this  life 
in  1844  and  Mr.  Herrill  in  1847. 

The  earl3'  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  a 
farm.  He  received  scarcely  anj' educational  advant- 
ages, as  school-houses  did  not  grace  each  hilltop  in 
those  days.  Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  the 
tender  age  of  twelve,  he  commenced  working  at  §5 
per  month,  engaging  at  various  occupations  until 
tlie  spring  of  1849,  when  he  went  to  Wisconsin  and 
was  employed  in  the  lead  mines,  but  his  strength 
failing  him  he   returned  to  Burlington.     In  1853, 


deciding  to  go  West,  he  made  a  trip  overland  with 
ox  teams,  starting  on  the  6th  day  of  April  and 
reaching  Placerville  August  26.  He  spent  nearly 
three  years  in  the  mines  of  California  and  four 
months  in  Arizona,  returning  home  in  1856  by  the 
way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  New  York.  On 
arriving  at  Burlington  he  began  to  sell  plows. 
Burlington  being  the  terminus  of  the  railroad,  he 
was  obliged  to  load  his  stock  in  a  wagon  and  thus 
make  the  trip. 

On  the  2d  of  .hine,  1857,  Mr.  Herrill  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Clorinda  Davis,  a  daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Susanna  (Steenrod)  Davis,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia.  He  followed 
the  plow  business  until  1857  and  then  engaged  in 
farming  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
started,  in  company  with  others,  with  ox  teams, 
for  Pike's  Peak,  but,  before  reaching  Denver,  thej' 
were  frequently  meeting  large  numbers  of  persons 
returning  from  that  place,  which  discouraged  them, 
so  thej'  halted  for  a  day  on  the  Platte  River  and 
held  a  consultation,  when  a  number  of  the  parly, 
our  subject  among  them,  decided  to  return,  while 
the  remainder  went  through  to  California.  In  the 
spring  of  1860  Mr.  Herrill  went  to  Colorado  and 
spent  the  summer  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pike's 
Peak  and  returned  to  Burlington  in  the  fall,  reach- 
ing home  in  time  to  cast  his  vote  for  our  mart3-red 
President,  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr.  Herrill  engaged 
in  farming  until  1866,  when  he  purchased  property 
in  Burlington,  acting  as  foreman  for  the  lumber 
firm  of  McGavic  Bros.,  until  they  sold  out  in  Feb- 
ruarj-,  1870.  He  was  elected  Street  Commissioner 
of  Burlington,  holding  the  office  for  five  consecu- 
tive years.  He  removed  to  Caldwell  County,  Mo., 
in  1876,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  was  quite 
successful.  Remaining  in  Missouri  until  1881,  he 
then  returned  to  Des  Moines  County,  renting  the 
farm  of  which  he  has  since  become  the  owner.  It 
is  90  acres  in  extent  and  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
city  limits.  Upon  the  farm  is  a  fine  sand  bank  from 
which  the  Murray  Iron  Works  obtain  six  or  seven 
wagon  loads  per  day, and  it  also  furnishes  the  brick 
yard.  Zinc  and  gold  have  also  been  found  upon 
the  farm.  The  strata  of  rock  found  on  the  farm  is 
excellent  for  huilding  purposes,  consisting  of  a  lime- 
stone formation.     Seventy  acres  of  this   land  have 
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been  leased  to  a  company  for  mining  purposes.  Mr. 
Herrill  is  now  giving  his  entire  attention  to  tlie 
sand  and  stone,  wliicli  is  in  such  quantities  that  it 
will  supply  all  this  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herrill  have  been  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Mary,  wife  of  Frank  Gross,  a  resi- 
dent of  Burlington;  Susanna,  wife  of  E.  Richards, 
residing  in  Placerville,  Cal. ;  Charles  C. :  Lorren,  a 
resident  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Sarah  E.,  Fannie  F., 
John  S.,  and  Maud  O.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herrill  have 
given  tlieir  children  good  educations.  The}'  are  both 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Herrill  is  also 
a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican.  He  talves  an  active  interest  in  all  enter- 
prises for  the  public  good. 


.^  ARLISLK  CANTERBURY  resides  on  sec- 
ii(  ^L  tion  29,  Pleasant  Grove  Township.  When 
^^^7  Des  Moines  County  formed  part  of  the  Ter- 
ritor\-  of  Michigan,  when  its  now  beautiful  homes 
were  vast  prairies,  when  its  inhabitants  consisted  of 
but  a  few  white  jjeople  and  a  large  number  of  In- 
dians, Mr.  Canterbury-  became  a  resident.  In  July, 
1834,  with  his  parents,  he  crossed  the  river  and 
landed  in  Des  Moines  County.  He  is  a  native  of 
Sangamon  Count}',  111.,  born  Dec.  7,  1832,  and  a 
son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Morgan)  Canterbury, 
the  former  a  native  of  Sangamon  County,  III.,  and 
the  latter  of  the  Buckeye  State.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  Asa  Canterbury,  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers 
of  Sangamon  County,  III.,  where  he  died  in  the  fall 
of  1853.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  William 
Morgan,  a  pioneer  and  well-known  citizen  of  Des 
Moines  County,  wlio  for  several  terms  was  Probate 
Judge.  His  death  occurred  in  18G6,  aged  about 
eighty  years. 

Isaac  Canterbury,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Morgan,  and  there  rented  land  until  1834, 
when  he  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  entering 
a  claim  three  miles  south  of  the  jjresent  city  of 
Burlington,  then  known  as  Flint  Hills.     In  1«37  he 


sold  that  farm  and  removed  to  Danville  Township, 
settling  near  Middletown,  where  he  entered  land  and 
developed  a  farm.  He  added  to  his  possessions 
until  he  had  400  acres  of  fine  land,  upon  which  he 
was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occur- 
red April  21,  1848,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years. 
The  mother  still  survives  him,  and  is  now  making 
her  home  in  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Conrad.  Mr.  Canterbury  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  to  which  organiz- 
ation his  wife  also  belonged.  A  public-spirited  man, 
he  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  community,  was  a  leader  in  his  neighborhood, 
and  aided  largely  in  all  public  enterprises.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  a  Whig.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children:  Matilda,  wife  of  William  Woodard, 
of  Decatur  County,  Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law;  our  subject;  Margaret,  widow 
of  Henry  N.  Jackson,  resides  in  Marion  County, 
Iowa;  Maria  wedded  R.  B.  Conrad,  of  Lucas  County, 
Iowa;  John  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Fremont 
County,  Iowa;  Cynthia  A.  is  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Leahart.  a  resident  of  Lucas  County,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  this  county 
and  received  such  education  as  could  be  obtained 
in  the  pioneer  school-house.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ann  Ramsey,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  on  the  5th  of  May,  1853. 
Mrs.  Canterbury  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Michael  Ramsey,  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Des  Moines  County.  The  young  couple  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a  rented  farm,  where  they  re- 
mained until  1856,  and  then  removed  to  Mahaska 
County,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Canterbury  purchased  a 
farm,  on  which  they  made  their  home  until  1862. 
On  the  28th  of  August  of  that  year  he  enlisted  in 
his  country's  service,  becoming  a  member  of  Com- 
pany E.  1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  serving  as  a  private 
until  March  12,  1866,  when  he  received  his  dis- 
charge. He  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  his 
regiment,  and  at  Little  Rock.  Ark.,  was  wounded 
by  a  gun-shot  in  the  left  leg,  which  disabled  him 
for  several  months. 

After  his  return  from  the  war  in  which  he  had 
fought  so  nobly  and  well,  Mr.  Canterbury  rented  a 
farm  of  490  acres  on  section  29.  Pleasant  Grove 
Township,  a   part  of    which   is   his   present  home. 
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For  three  j-ears  he  coiitinueri  to  rent  and  then  pur- 
chased 227  acres  of  the  same  farm.  As  a  farmer 
he  is  energetic  and  systematic,  and  everythin<i  about 
his  land  denotes  thrift  and  industiy.  Jlr.  Canter- 
bury was  honored  by  liis  fellow-citizens  by  the 
office  of  Marshal  of  New  London,  which  he  held 
for  a  term  of  three  years.  He  was  a  competent  and 
faithful  officer,  and  during  his  service  captured  the 
noted  Iiorse-thief  D.  C.  Horton.  He  also  made  the 
arrest  of  a  burglar,  who  was  concealed  in  a  cell.ar, 
and  w.as  tiie  means  of  sending  him  to  the  peniten- 
tiary. 

To  Mr.  an<l  Mrs.  Canterbury  were  born  two  chil- 
dren. Asenath.  the  eldest,  died  when  but  five  years 
of  age:  Mary  M.  is  now  the  wife  of  Finley  Van 
Sayoc.  who  is  a  resident  of  Pleasant  Grove  Town- 
ship, Des  Moines  County.  Iowa.  On  the  7th  of 
February,  1884,  Mrs.  Canterbury  was  called  to  her 
final  home,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  Mr. 
Canterbury  was  again  marrie<l  on  July  14.  1886 — 
Miss  AlibieT.  Fuller,  a  daugiiter  of  Joseph  C.  t'liller, 
of  New  London,  Iowa,  becoming  his  wife.  They 
have  one  child,  Amos  W.  Socially,  Mr.  Canterbur}- 
is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  and,  politically,  he  is 
astalwart  Republican, firmly  believing  in  the  princi- 
ples of  that  party.  For  fifty -four  years  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  Des  Moinos  County,  during  which 
time  he  has  gained  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
people. 


J.OHN  GARDEN  is  a  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 36.  Danville  Township.  For  thirty-one 
years  he  has  been  a  resilient  of  Des  Moines 
County,  and  in  all  these  years  has  been 
identified  with  the  growth,  the  prosperity  and  the 
social  life  of  the  new  country.  William  Carden, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  boin  in  England  and 
reared  near  Manchester.  He  w.as  married  in  his 
native  land  to  Sarah  Radcliff.  and  in  1819  they 
emigrated  in  America,  locating  in  Hamilton  Count}', 
Ohio.  They  landed  at  Philadelphia, and  from  there 
were  freighted  across  the  mountains  to  Pittsburgh, 
whence  they  floated  down  the  Ohio  River  to  Cin- 
cinnati, which  was  then  but  a  small  village,  and 
exhibited  but  little  promise  of  the  great  commercial 


importance  which  she  now  bears.  William  Carden 
prospected  a  short  time  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
finally  rented  a  tract  of  land  near  where  the  village 
of  New  Baltimore  is  now  lo(^ated.  He  came  to 
America  a  poor  man,  and  accumulated  but  little 
property  until  the  removal  of  the  famil}'  to  this 
count}'  in  1857.  Their  eldest  child,  Ann.  who  was 
twice  married,  the  last  husband  being  Andrew 
Hamill,  was  born  in  England.  Both  are  long  since 
deceased,  and  never  came  to  this  Stale.  The  next 
daughter.  Margaret,  was  born  in  Hamilton  County; 
she  married  Daniel  Nelson,  of  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
who  came  to  Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  in  1843.  and 
she  yet  resides  there,  his  widow.  He  was  an  exten- 
sive farmer  of  that  county.  Our  subject  was  the 
third  child,  born  July  '27,  1829.  Next  came  Mary, 
who  wedded  R.  Carter,  a  farmer  of  Hamilton 
Count}',  Ohio,  near  Cincinnati.  William,  deceased, 
in  Ohio  married  Isabel  S.  Miller,  who  survives  him, 
and  is  a  resident  of  Danville  Township,  Des  Moines 
County.  James  married  in  Ohio,  came  to  Oska- 
loosa.  Iowa,  and  after  the  death  of  his  wife  returned 
to  Ohio,  married  Sarah  Smith,  and  isnowa  resident 
of  Hamilton  County.  Ohio,  near  Harrison.  Sarah 
mariied  David  Cornier,  who  also  came  to  Iowa  and 
settled  near  Oskaloosa;  she  died  there  in  1869.  and 
Mr.  Cornic  went  to  Harper  County,  Kan.,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1887.  Of  that  county  he 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  taking  a  claim,  and 
later  entering  a  large  tract  of  land,  now  owned  by 
his  children.  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  John  Crawford, 
of  Osceola,  Iowa.  All  the  children  mentioned  were 
successful  in  life  and  each  accumulated  a  com- 
petence. The  parents  were  never  owners  of  land 
in  this  State,  but  both  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  The 
mother  <lied  first,  aged  eighty-two.  and  he  was  in 
his  eighty-seventh  year.  Both  were  buried  in  the 
Middletown  cemetery. 

John  Carden,  our  subject,  was  married  in  Hamil- 
ton County,  Ohio,  to  Mary  Cornic,  July  20,  1848. 
He  was  by  trade  a  miller,  and  for  several  years 
prior  to  his  emigration  West,  worked  in  both  saw 
and  grist  mills.  The  foundation  to  his  present  good 
fortune  was  laid  by  saving  his  monthly  wages,  and 
the  first  investment  in  lands  in  this  county  was  the 
present  homestead,  then  an  80-acre  tract.  The  old 
house  into  which    the    young   couple    moved    still 
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stands,  and  his  farm  was  purchased  for  $32  per 
acre,  in  1858.  As  all  that  Mr.  Carden  is  worth  has 
been  earned  and  secured  hy  purchase  at  a  high 
figure,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  he  is  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  Southeast  Iowa.  His  broad  acres,  now 
numbering  446,  are  all  improved  except  a  40-acre 
timber  lot.  The  handsome  country  house  was  erected 
in  1867.  and  the  massive  barn  in  1872.  Thousands 
of  dollars  have  been  spent  in  improvements,  be- 
sides the  amount  paid  for  the  lands,  and  the  energy 
displayed  by  such  men  is  what  gave  such  an  im- 
petus to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Danville 
Township,  which  ranks  second  to  none  in  the 
county.  Eschewing  politics,  he  has  given  his  en- 
tire attention  to  agriculture,  and  .John  Carden  is 
known  and  noted  throughout  the  neighborhood  as 
one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  in  this  countj'. 
In  the  autumn  of  1887  Mr.  Carden  was  induced  to 
accept  the  nomination  for  County  Supervisor,  and 
was  elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  this  is  a  flatter- 
ing testimonial  to  his  reputation  as  a  man  of  the 
most  correct  business  habits,  and  it  is  the  first  time 
that  he  has  ever  allowed  his  name  to  be  used  for  a 
political  office.  He  has  always  l)een  a  pronounced 
Democrat,  but  of  a  conservative  type. 

We  now  speak  of  the  children  born  to  Mr. 
Carden  and  his  good  wife.  The  two  eldest,  John 
and  Maggie,  were  born  in  Ohio;  the  former  mar- 
ried Jennie  Long  and  resides  in  California;  Maggie 
wedded  John  Sellers,  and  resides  upon  part  of  the 
Carden  farm,  near  jNIiddletown.  After  becoming 
residents  of  this  count}'  there  were  born:  Clara, 
wife  of  Jefferson  Hanna,  residing  near  Garden 
City,  Kan.;  George,  Ella  and  Charles.  The  latter 
three  are  unmarried.  Fortunate  in  everj'  sense, 
these  children  have  grown  to  man  and  womanhood 
in  this  county,  and,  with  the  advice  and  counsel  of 
an  indulgent  father  and  a  loving  mother,  have  be- 
come important  factors  in  society. 

We  will  now  make  brief  mention  of  the  parents 
of  Mrs.  Carden,  John  and  Susan  (Baughman) 
Cornic,  both  of  whom  were  deceased  before  the 
marriage  of  our  subject  with  their  daughter.  John 
was  a  native-born  American,  but  his  father,  David 
Cornic,  was  born  in  Wales.  After  coming  to  Amer- 
ica he  located  in  Lancaster  County,  Fa.,  and  mar- 
ried and  reareil  a  family'  in  that  State.     There  were 


three  <laughters  and  six  sons:  Sarah,  Catherine, 
Eliza,  Thomas,  Daniel,  John,  Samuel,  Charles  and 
George.  Of  these  Thomas,  Charles  and  Samuel 
came  to  Iowa.  The  p.arents  removed  to  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  and  died  there.  Thomas  married 
Rosanna  P'ear,  and  both  are  deceased,  her  death 
occurring  in  Ohio,  and  his  at  Burlington,  Iowa; 
John,  father  of  Mrs.  Carden,  married  Susan  Baugh- 
man, previousl}'  mentioned;  Sarah  became  the  wife 
of  John  Pottenger,  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and 
both  are  deceased;  Daniel  died  unmarried;  Samuel 
married  Nancy  Layton,  Catherine  wedded  Evan 
Breese,  Charles  became  the  husband  of  Emeline 
Yeomans,  Eliza  wedded  James  Radcliff,  and  George 
died  unmarried.  None  of  these  children  are  living, 
and  the  relatives  are  widelv  scattered. 


<<ll  I^ARREN  DEE,  deceased,  w.as  born  in  Geor- 
\aj/l  gi-%  Fr.anklin  Co.,  Vt.,  in  March,  1805,  and 
'^^  was  a  son  of  Washington  and  Lucy  (Cooley ) 
Dee.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Des 
Moines  Countj',  coming  to  Burlington  in  the  fall 
of  1838.  and  purchasing  land  situated  on  theAgencj' 
road,  between  Augusta  and  Middletown,  at  the  first 
land  sale  nine  miles  west  of  Burlington.  This 
tract  consisted  of  160  acres  of  prairie  land  and  a 
number  of  acres  of  timlier  land,  and  by  the  untir- 
ing labor  and  care  of  Mr.  Dee  vvas  transformed  into 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  Previous  to 
his  arrival  in  Des  Moines  Countj'  Mr.  Dee  was 
united  iu  marriage,  in  1831,  with  Eliza  M.  Blakelej', 
a  native  of  Georgia,  Franklin  Co.,  Vt.  The  young 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  in  that  county, 
but,  after  residing  in  that  locality  for  seven  years, 
decided  to  come  to  Iowa.  On  reaching  Ciiu'in- 
nati,  Ohio,  tliej'  found  the  water  was  so  high  that 
it  would  be  unsafe  to  undertake  the  trip,  so.  leav- 
ing his  wife  in  that  city,  Mr.  Dee  proceeded  to  Iowa 
on  horseback  in  company  with  Charles  Starr,  pur- 
chased the  land  as  before  stated,  and  then  returned 
for  his  wife,  they  making  their  home  on  this  farm 
until  1851.  AVhile  the  husband  was  busy  with  his 
farm  work  Mrs.  Dee  did  not  remain  idle,  but  took 
charge  of  the  dairy,  and  having  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  art  of  making  butter  and   cheese,  she 
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manufactured  these  articles,  fiiuling  always  a  ready 
sale.  The  untiring  zeal  and  unceasing  labors  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dee  have  won  for  them  a  comfortable 
propertj'. 

In  1851,  on  account  of  failing  health,  caused  by 
overwork,  Mr.  Dee  decided  to  move  to  Burlington, 
and  selling  the  old  home  farm,  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  that  city,  entering  into  the  real-estate 
business.  A  sound  mind  and  careful  thought  made 
him  a  good  business  man,  and  lie  acquired  the  con- 
fidence of  all  with  whom  he  was  brought  into  con- 
tact. He  and  his  wife  were  botli  memliers  of  the 
Division  Street  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church.  Mr. 
Dee  was  one  of  the  Trustees  of  tliat  body,  never 
neglecting  any  official  meetingof  the  Church  Board, 
and  alwajs  gave  freely  of  his  time  and  money  to 
aid  in  the  church  work.  Largely  through  his  in- 
fluence and  that  of  Mrs.  Sweeney  was  the  magnifi- 
cent pipe-organ  purchased.  Socially,  Mr.  \)ce  was 
a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  lodges.  On  the  3d  of  April.  l,s«0,  the  final 
summons  came  which  called  tlic  ol<I  pioneer  to  his 
rest;  life's  battle  was  ended,  the  victory  won.  the 
body  returned  to  dust,  and  the  soul  to  its  Maker. 
The  death  of  this  old  i)ioueer  was  not  only  a  deep 
grief  to  the  loving  wife,  but  many  were  the  friends 
and  acquaintances  who  sincerely  mourned  his  loss. 

Mrs.  Dee  still  makes  her  home  in  Burlington, 
having  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  County  for 
half  a  century.  She  has  always  been  a  great  student, 
storing  her  mind  with  most  useful  knowledge,  and 
is  a  most  companionable  lady.  She  is  now,  in  the 
evening  of  her  daj\s,  reaping  the  rewards  of  a  life 
of  industry  and  thrift  i-he  had  jiassed  by  the  side  of 
her  noble  husband,  to  whom  she  was  truly  a  help- 
mate, and  is  calmly  awaiting  the  summons  which 
shall  reunite  them  on  the  other  shore. 


:-~^-^ 


,^J,  AJ.  WILLIAM  HORNER,  who  was  a  citi- 
zen of  Burlington  from  18G5  until  the 
date  of  his  death  in  1887,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1822.  He  was  of  Scotch  parentage.  His 
father,  John  Horner,  a  true  specimen  of  Scotch 
Presbyterianism,  who  set  aside,  from    the   time  he 


came  to  manhood,  one-sixth  of  his  income  each 
j-ear  for  the  support  of  the  church,  came  to  America 
when  a  lad  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  settled 
near  Philadelphia.  His  mother,  Mary  Morrison, 
was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Morrison,  a 
noted  Presliyterian  divine  of  Pittsburgh  in  early 
times.  Her  family  w.as  .associated  with  the  troubles 
at  that  pl.ace  incident  to  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  also  to  the  War  of  1812. 

William  Horner  graduated  from  Jefferson  Col- 
lege, Cannonsburg.  Pa.,  in  1845,  and  the  following 
year  went  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  commenced 
teaching,  and  continued  the  study  of  law,  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  place.  In  1847  he  was 
married  to  Josephine  T.aylor,  whose  family  belonged 
to  the  early  history  of  that  State.  Her  father. 
Judge  Benjamin  Taylor,  came  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
when  he  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  from  .St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  carrying  his  worldly 
goods  in  a  knapsack,  and  following  an  Indian  trail 
from  .Sandusky  to  Columbus,  which  then  consisted 
of  a  few  log  huts  and  a  United  States  fort.  Her 
mother  was  Zoru  Rosecrans,  who  came  to  Ohio  when 
a  child  with  her  father,  he  being  one  of  the  brothers 
of  the  Rosecrans  colony  that  settled  in  Delaware 
County  in  180G.  The  l)rothers  were  descendants 
of  peo|ile  from  Holland,  and  all  of  them  married 
Massachusetts  wives,  who,  although  unused  to  the 
hardships  incident  to  a  frontier  life,  proved  equal 
to  the  duties  that  befel  tlicm. 

In  1848  .Mr.  Horner  had  a  tempting  offer  from 
the  Reeves  Academy,  established  for  boys  at  Elk- 
ton,  Ky.,  which  he  accepted,  taking  charge  of  that 
institution  in  Feliruaiy  of  that  year.  Here  for  eight 
years  he  enjoyed  life  with  his  books  and  studies, 
while  fitting  for  college  many  youths,  several  of 
wliom.  in  after  life,  became  prominent  in  public  and 
national  affairs.  In  1856  he  removed  to  Knoxville, 
Marion  County,  Iowa,  where,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Dyer,  he  built  and  oi)erated  the  first  lumber  and 
flouring  mills  in  that  community.  He  was  a  keen 
and  thoughtful  observer,  and  although  greatly 
absorbed  in  his  business  affairs,  became  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  political  questions  of  that  period, 
and  soon  his  strong  convictions  and  force  of  char- 
acter brought  him  to  the  front  among  his  fellow- 
citizens,  by  whom,  in  ensuing  years,  his  voice  and 
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pen  were  always  in  demanil  to  help  build  up  and 
sti-f  ngtlien  tiie  principles  wliicli,  crjstnlizino;,  became 
tbe  articles  of  faitli  of  the  Republican  party  of 
Iowa,  of  which  he  was  ever  a  devoted  member. 
The  strength  of  that  party  throughout  Central 
Iowa,  from  its  birth,  owes  not  a  little  to  the  talks 
and  speeches  he  addressed  to  those  who,  like  him- 
self, had  come  to  make  free  homes  on  the  beautiful 
prairies  of  this  State. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  friends  and  neigh- 
bors chose  him  as  their  leader,  and  soon  Capt. 
Horner  led  Company'  G  of  the  17th  Iowa  Infantry 
from  Knoxville  to  the  front,  and  from  there  through 
the  bloody  and  hard-fought  battles  of  the  AVestern 
Army.  At  Corinth,  luka,  Jackson  and  Champion 
Hills,  and  throughoutall  their  marches,  he  answered 
at  every  roll-call,  alwa3's  caring  for  his  men  and 
sharing  all  fatigue,  dangers  and  privations  with 
them.  When  in  the  spring  of  18G3,  the  invincible 
army  of  Gen.  Grant  settled  down  around  the  doomed 
citj'  of  Vicksburg  and  its  defending  army,  the  17th 
Iowa  was  pushed  well  to  the  front,  and  in  the 
trenches,  on  the  following  23d  of  .June,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  severely  wounded  by  a  hand 
grenade  thrown  over  the  parapet  of  Fort  Hill  by 
the  enemy,  then  not  more  than  ten  feet  away.  The 
wound  was  a  serious  one.  As  soon  as  he  was  able 
to  travel.  Capt.  Horner  came  home  on  a  furlough, 
where  careful  n<irsing  through  long  months  of  suf- 
fering brought  him  back  to  health.  In  February, 
1864,  he  rejoined  his  command,  now  with  .Sher- 
man's Aiiny  in  Tennessee  and  Northern  Georgia, 
and  then  after  numerous  battles  and  skirmishes  he 
was  ordered  home  with  his  regiment  that  it  might 
recruit  its  battle-thinned  ranks.  When  they  re- 
turned to  the  front  Gen.  Sherman  had  made  the 
March  to  the  Sea,  and  with  his  army  was  resting  at 
Savannah,  where  Maj.  Horner,  under  orders,  with 
his  regiment  joined  them  in  the  march  through  the 
Carolinas  to  Goldsboro,  and  after  Johnston's  sur- 
render at  that  place,  on  to  Washington,  when,  after 
participating  in  the  greatest  militar\'  review  in  his- 
tory, he  hastened  to  his  home  and  family,  not 
stopping  to  muster  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  or  Colonel, 
both  of  which  ranks  had  been  conferred  on  him  for 
valued  services  and  gallantry  on  many  battle-fields. 
He  was  mustered  out  soon  afterward  at  Louisville. 


K3-..  and  immediately  afterward  made  his  home  at 
Burlington.  Iowa,  where  his  family  awaited  his 
return.  His  family  now  consisted  of  his  wife  and 
daughters,  F'lora  and  Willie  J.,  the  former  after- 
ward becoming  the  wife  of  W.  D.  Kirk  and  the  lat- 
ter of  I.  C.  McConnell. 

For  a  short  time  Maj.  Horner  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  with  Capt.  William  Boyle,  now 
of  Knoxville,  Iowa.  In  18G7  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Des  Moines  County  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  a  position  he  held  for  eight  consecutive 
years,  being  three  times  re-elected  by  large  n^ajori- 
ties.  Afterward,  he  was  for  a  short  time  in  the 
First  National  Bank,  of  this  city,  until  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Rand  Lumber  Company,  of  which 
he  was  for  the  next  eight  years  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, offices  which  he  resigned  on  account  of  failing 
health  but  a  few  months  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  Aug.  11,  1887. 

Maj.  Horner  was  for  many  3'ears  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Array  of  the  Republic,  .and  was 
for  some  time  the  commander  of  Matthias  Post,  No. 
5,  of  this  city.  A  man  of  the  highest  order  of 
moral  principles,  he  was  the  very  soul  of  honor,  and 
while  he  was  reserved  and  taciturn,  not  given  to 
making  sudden  or  violent  attachments  of  friend- 
ship, was  as  loyal  to  those  men  who  did  claim  his 
friendship  as  he  was  to  his  country  when  brave 
hearts  and  willing  hands  were  needed. 


1;  OSEPH  TROXEL,  Jk..  of  the  Arm  of  Troxel 
Bros.,  dealers  in  furniture  at  203  North 
Main  street.  Burlington,  Iowa,  w.as  born  in 
m  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  June  6,  1 846,  and  is  the 
son  Joseph  and  Sarah  Troxel,  both  of  whom  were 
also  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  On  his  father's  side, 
the  family  is  of  German  origin  and  on  the  mother's 
side  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Our  subject  received 
a  common-school  education,  and  when  but  sixteen 
years  of  age,  in  October,  1862.  enlisted  in  Companj- 
H,  3d  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  serving  for  two 
.years  and  nine  months,  or  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  was  on  detached  duty  on  the  Potomac 
almost  continually  during  his  service,  the  only 
battle  of  importance  in  which  he  was  engaged  being 
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that  of  Gettysburg.  EnjojMngmost  excellent  liealtli 
during  all  his  term  of  service,  he  was  never  off  duty 
a  single  day. 

On  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Troxel  decided 
that  the  slow  methods  of  his  old  neighbors  offered 
no  encouragement  for  business  enterprise,  especiallj- 
to  one  with  but  a  limited  capital,  so,  with  his  sav- 
ings accumulated  during  his  military  service,  he 
came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1865.  On  reaching 
that  city,  he  was  employed  by  the  firm  of  Prugh  & 
McClaren.  furniture  dealers.  By  industrious  and 
frugal  habits,  having  accumulated  a  small  capital, 
he  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  with  his 
brother  John,  they  being  very  successful  until  1878, 
when  a  fire  occurred,  wiiieli  proved  very  disastrous 
to  them,  k>sing  heavil3%and  their  insurance  not  pay- 
ing the  amountof  indebtedness  on  the  stock.  Having 
established  a  good  credit,  however,  they  were  en- 
abled to  resume  business,  although  it  took  the 
following  3'ear's  profits  to  pa^-  the  debts  owing  at 
the  time  of  the  fire.  Tlie  firm  has  since  pushed  on 
with  its  usual  energy-,  and  has  succeeded  in  acquir- 
ing a  good  property. 

Mr.  Troxel  was  united  in  marriage  in  Burling- 
ton, Aug.  2'J,  1871,  with  Miss  Laura  ,J.  Miner, 
daughter  of  Nathan  Miner  of  Union  Township, 
Des  Moines  County',  Iowa,  where  Mrs.  Troxel  w.as 
born.  The}-  have  one  child,  a  son,  Millard  M.,  born 
Oct.  8,  1872.  Mr.  Troxel  is  a  member  of  C.  L. 
Jlattiiias  Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.  R.  of  which  he  is  S.  V. 
Commander.  He  is  a  Liberal-Repulilican  in  politics, 
and  is  esteemed  a  reliable  business  man  and  worthy 
citizen. 
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i-HOMAS  J.  POTTER,  late  Vice  President 
and  General  Manager  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railro.ad,  and  formerly  serving  in  like  capac- 
ity for  the  Chicngo,  Builingion  &  Quincy  Railro.id, 
was  probably  the  most  widely  known  of  all  the  citi- 
zens of  Burlington.  In  the  following  short  sketch 
of  his  life  a  bare  outline  can  only  be  given;  but, 
such  as  it  is,  it  will  show  to  the  lising  generation  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  one  endowed  with  a  stead- 
fast purpose  to  do  well  every  work  undertaken  and  to 
be  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Potter  was  of  Irish  descent,  his 


father,  John  Potter,  being  a  native  of  the  Green 
Isle,  while  his  mother,  Nancy  (Mitchell)  Potter, 
though  born  in  W.ashington  County,  Pa.,  was  of 
Irish  parentage.  They  were  married  in  this  country, 
and  for  many  years  resided  in  Ohio,  from  which 
State  they  removed  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Ottumwa, 
where  they  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  for  a 
number  of  years.  His  father  died  in  that  city  in 
July,  1883,  and  his  mother  June  18,  1884.  Both 
were  highly'  esteemed  for  their  many  excellent 
qualities  of  head  and  heart.  Of  their  famil}',  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  onlj-  sou  that  grew  to 
maturity.  He  w.os  born  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio, 
Aug.  16,  1840.  and  hisearlj'  years  were  spent  upon 
a  farm.  In  1853,  he  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents, 
remaining  with  them  for  some  years  thereafter.  A 
limited  common-school  education  alone  was  given 
hini,  and,  like  many  of  the  great  men  of  this  land, 
the  public  district  school  was  his  onl^'  Alma  Mater. 
In  his  j'outh  he  bad  a  fund  of  cflFervescing  animal 
spirits,  which,  says  a  local  chronicler,  continualh' 
boiled  and  bubbled  over  into  boyish  pranks,  which 
made  him  one  of  the  characters  of  the  town,  and  a 
char.acter  who  was  regarded  with  a  genuine  affection 
almost  akin  to  love.  He  was  popular,  but  he  was 
also  sensible,  and  therefore  not  spoiled. 

In  1862  he  engiiged  with  a  surveying  party  em- 
ployed to  surve}-  the  route  from  Ottumwa  to  Council 
Bluffs,  a  continuation  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
Railnwd.  He  continued  in  that  employment  until 
January,  1863,  when  he  could  no  longer  resist  the  im- 
pulse to  enter  the  army  and  help  restore  the  Union. 
Enlisting  in  the  7th  Iowa  Cavalry  as  a  jM-ivate  in 
Company  A,  he  w.os  subsequently  promoted  to  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  then  First  Lieutenant  and  Captain, 
being  discharged  with  the  latter  rank  in  1866.  The 
regiment  was  sent  West  instead  of  South,  and  while 
its  vvork  was  anluous,  it  was  not  such  as  to  bring 
it  glor}-  or  renown,  its  main  duty  being  to  protect 
the  stage  line  which  carried  the  United  States  Mail 
to  the  Pacific  coast.  George  C.  Bonner,  who  had 
served  with  Mr.  Potter  while  in  the  service,  says  of 
him:  "During  these  days  of  privation  and  suft'er- 
ing  while  serving  on  the  plains,  he  was  always  one  of 
the  plcasanlest  and  most  cheerful  officers  in  the  com- 
mand, and,  by  his  genial  disposition  and  courteous 
manners  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  won 
«► 


-4^ 


236 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


their  love  and  respect.  There  was  no  contingency 
in  Indian  warfare  that  he  was  not  able  successfully 
to  cope  with,  and  no  duty  too  arduous  for  him  to 
perform.  He  was  a  most  meritorious  ofHcer.  and 
faithful  to  every  trust  while  serving  in  the  capacity 
in  whicli  he  was  pl.aced  by  the  orders  of  liis  supe- 
riors." 

After  having  been  in  the  service  but  a  few  months, 
Mr.  Potter  secured  a  furlough,  returupd  home,  and. 
May  21.  1  8(53.  married  Miss  Urdillia  Jane  Wood,  of 
Ottumwa,  the  eldest  daughter  of  William  and  Re- 
becca (Cross)  Wood,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio, 
but  who  settled  near  Ottumwa  in  1851,  residing  on 
a  f.arm  for  about  two  years,  then  moving  into  the 
cil3'  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  the  time 
of  their  death.  The  families  were  of  good  old 
Revolutionary  stock,  the  grandfathers  of  Mrs.  Pot- 
ter, both  on  the  paternal  and  maternal  side,  serving 
in  that  war.  The  wedding  ceremony  performed, 
Mr.  Potter  atonce  returned  to  the  front,  taking  with 
him  his  young  bride,  who  remained  by  his  side,  as 
a  lo3'al  wife  and  woman,  until  his  discharge  in  1866. 
Five  children  came  to  bless  their  home,  two  of  whom 
preceded  their  father  to  the  lietter  world.  Fannie 
A.  died  in  infancy,  and  Nettie  E.  at  Burlington, 
when  thirteen  years  of  age.  Those  living  are  Will- 
iam S.,  Fannie  H.  and  Mar}'  E. 

Soon  after  returning  home  from  the  army,  Mr. 
Potter  entered  the  service  of  Fish  &  Wightman, 
commission  merchants  at  iiddj'ville.  In  1867  he 
was  appointed  Station  Agent  of  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railroad,  at  Albia,  Iowa,  and 
there  began  his  career  as  a  railroad  man,  a  career 
in  which  he  achieved  a  success  hardly-  paral- 
leled in  the  history  of  the  railroad  business  in 
tliis  countrj'  or  in  the  world.  At  the  time  of  his 
deatli  he  was  undoubtedly  the  best  known,  and  at 
the  same  time  one  of  the  most  popular,  railroad 
officials  in  the  country.  His  promotion  from  one 
position  to  another  was  quite  rapid,  but  in  every 
instance  it  was  earned.  While  at  Alliia  he  drew  to 
himself  the  notice  of  his  superiors  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  averted  loss  and  litigation  bj'  the  company 
on  account  of  damages  inflicted  upon  the  occupants 
of  an  emigrant  train  which  was  wrecked  at  a  wash- 
out near  that  place.  As  station  agent  he  had  small 
authoritj'  to  act  in  such  matters,  but  he  went  to  the 


wreck  with  all  promptness,  cared  for  the  wounded 
and  the  bodies  of  tlie  dead,  and  settled  upon  the 
spot  all  claims  against  the  eompan}-  for  damages. 
It  was  a  vast  assumption  on  his  part  to  do  this,  but 
the  act  was  so  obvious  a  stroke  of  excellent  policy 
for  the  company,  that  Charles  E.  Perkins,  then 
Superintendent,  recognized  atonce  his  capacity  and 
foresight,  and  called  him  to  a  higher  position,  that 
of  chief  clerk  in  the  Roadmaster's  Department, 
under  Captain  Warren  Beckwith,  with  headquarters 
in  Burlington,  from  which  position  he  was  advanced 
to  Fuel  and  Claim  Agent,  occupying  that  position 
until  January,  1873,  when  he  was  made  Fuel 
and  Stock  Agent  of  the  road,  with  headquarters 
at  Creston.  In  August,  1873,  he  was  made  Assist- 
ant Superintendent  of  the  Iowa  division  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  with  headquarters 
at  Creston,  and  remained  tliere  until  February, 
187.5,  when  he  was  jjromoted  to  the  .Superintendency 
of  that  division,  comprising  the  various  lines  oper- 
ated in  Iowa.  In  June,  1878,  he  became  General 
Superintendentof  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy. 
with  headquarters  in  Burlington,  and  in  December, 
1879,  was  Assistant  General  Manager  at  Chicago. 
In  November,  1880.  he  was  made  General  Manager, 
and  in  November,  1881,  was  also  made  Third  Vice 
President.  In  September,  1884,  he  was  made  First 
Vice  President  and  General  Man.ager.  While  hold- 
ing these  positions  with  the  "  Q,"'  he  was  General 
Manager  of  the  St.  Louis,  Keokuk  &  Northwestern, 
Kansas  City.  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs,  the  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  &  Kansas  City,  the  Chicago  <fe  Iowa,  and 
Vice  President  of  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joe  Railroad. 

When  Mr.  Potter  became  General  Manager  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  that  corporation 
took  formal  possession  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
Railroad  in  Iowa  under  a  perpetual  lease,  and  over 
this  Mr.  Potter  exercised  his  general  management, 
and  two  j-ears  after  the  Legislature  accomplished 
the  consolidation  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  and  the  Burlington  &  Missoui'i  Railroads  in 
Iowa.  In  1880,  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
acquired  the  propert}'  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
in  Nebraska. 

From  January,  1883,  when  Mr.  Potter  became 
General  Manager,  until  December,  1884,  the  in- 
crease in  length  of  road  operated  bj'  the  Chicago, 
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Burlington  &  Quincy  Ksilruad  corporation,  was 
from  706  miles  to  3,G87  miles.  The  net  earnings 
for  1883  were  $2,619.17(3.83.  and  in  1884,  they 
were  increased  to  the  enormous  sum  of  §12.753,- 
045.58,  nearly  $3,000,000  more  than  the  earnings 
■  of  any  other  road  centering  in  Chicago. 

In  January,  1887,  the  "Bee  Line"  w.is  in  need  of 
a  President,  and  it  made  Mr.  Potter  various  ofifers 
to  accept  the  position,  but  he  was  resolute  and  re- 
sisted the  handsome  financial  teiriptations  tendered 
him.  Alexander  Mitchell,  the  President  of  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  I'aul  Railroad,  having 
died,  the  position  of  President  of  that  road  was 
also  tendered  him. 

About  this  time,  Charles  Francis  Adams,  President 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  opened  negotiations 
with  Mr.  Potter,  and  finall3'  succeeded  in  securing 
his  services.  The  Union  Pacific  had  learned  from 
experience  the  value  of  his  .services.  A  few  j"ears 
ago  the  Union  Pacific  and  the  lines  running  east 
from  the  Missouri  River,  formed  a  comliinatif)n 
against  the  Burlington  road,  known  as  the  tripartite 
agreement.  It  was  designed  to  checkmate  the 
Burlington  in  making  farther  extensions  of  its  lines 
in  the  AVest  and  to  punish  it  for  building  the  line  to 
Denver.  Mr.  Potter  made  a  great  reputation  b)' 
successfully  defeating  the  scheme.  This  brought 
him  more  than  ever  before  the  railro.ad  world  as  a 
manager  of  vast  interests,  and  therefore  the  great 
desire  of  the  various  corporations  to  secure  his  ser- 
vices. He  was  loath  to  leave  the  en)|)loj'  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  but  the  tempting 
offer  of  $30,000  per  year,  together  with  a  bonus  of 
135,000,  secured  him  to  the  Union  Pacific  and  the 
Oregon  Railwa3'  &  Navigation  Companies,  being 
made  Vice  President  and  General  Manager  of  both 
organizations. 

The  story  of  his  labors  after  he  left  the  Burling- 
ton for  the  Union  Pacific  is  briefly  told.  He  was 
always  a  man  with  whom  thoroughness  was  a  lead- 
ing characteristic.  Whatever  he  took  hold  of  he 
studied  until  he  knew  all  about  it,  to  the  smallest 
details.  He  was  competent  to  judge  of  the  work 
done  by  any  man  in  anj'  branch  of  the  service,  and 
set  himself  at  the  gigantic  task  of  learning  the  vast 
system  in  all  its  parts.  Taking  his  private  car,  he 
went  over  the  whole  road,  placing  himself  under  a 


tremendous  strain  in  doing  so.  He  set  himself  at 
the  task  of  lopping  oflf  a  small  army  of  unnecessary 
employes  and  effecting  other  radical  and  greatly 
needed  reforms.  In  an  incredibly  short  space  of 
time  he  had  completely  re-organized  his  forces  in 
nearlj'  cverj-  department.  The  result  of  his  labors 
was  renewed  confidence  in  him  and  his  road,  and 
the  commencement  of  a  ladical  change  in  its  affairs. 
But  the  strain  was  too  much  for  him.  In  less  than 
one  3'ear  from  the  d.ay  he  entered  the  new  service, 
he  laid  down  the  work  forever.  In  relation  to  the 
final  end.  from  the  Burlington  Havkeye,  of  March 
10,  1888,  the  following  extract  is  taken: 

"  For  several  years  past.  Mr.  Potter  had  been- 
more  or  less  troubled  with  a  nervous  affliction, 
conjiled  with  forbidding  symptoms  of  serious  stom- 
ach and  heart  disease.  They  were  not  so  serious  as 
to  prevent  him  attending  to  his  duties  in  his  usual 
tireless  manner.  He  was  well  advised,  nevertheless, 
that  he  might  expect  trouble  from  them  in  the 
future.  In  the  early  portion  of  this  winter,  he  was 
taken  very  seriously  ill  in  Chicago,  while  there  on 
business  for  his  road.  a.\\(\  for  two  or  three  days  laj- 
near  death's  door.  He  rallied,  however,  and  re- 
turned to  his  work  in  the  West,  determined,  against 
all  conviction  ami  persuasion,  to  continue  his  man- 
agerial duties  at  whatever  cost.  He  did  not  remain 
there  long,  but  soon  came  back  tf)  his  familv  at  their 
home  in  this  city,  in  order  to  obey  the  injunctions 
of  his  physician  and  secure  something  like  the  rest 
he  was  needing.  But  he  did  not  rest.  He  was  not 
the  kind  of  a  man  who  could  rest  while  vast  interests 
demanded  his  attention,  and  so  it  was  that  his  pri- 
vate secretary  accompanied  him  to  his  home  here. 
Through  the  medium  of  telegraph  and  mail,  Mr. 
Potter  man.aged  the  Union  Pacific  system  from  his 
home  in  the  cit}',  much  of  the  tinie  too  sick  a  man 
to  be  doing  anything  whatever.  He  continued  his 
stay  here,  gradually  growing  worse  and  worse, 
until  it  was  decided  to  remove  him  to  Chicago, 
thence  to  New  York,  and  from  there  to  the  South. 
He  outwardly  seemed  cheerful  and  confident  of 
recovery,  but  he  was  all  the  time  assured  that  death 
was  not  far  distant.  The  day  before  he  left  on 
that  last  trip  he  expressed  his  belief  that  he  probably 
never  would  see  Burlington  .again.  He  left  here 
January  27,  in  his  jjrivate  car,  accompanied  l)y  his 
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wife,  his  son  William,  nnd  his  rlaiighter  Maiy,  his 
jirivate  secretary.  Mr.  Cuykcnfl.all,  and  Dr.  H.  B. 
Ransom,  his  medical  adviser.  Ho  remained  .it 
Chicago  a  few  days,  and  then  proceeded  to  New 
York.  His  condition  was  becoming gradnally  worse, 
but  the  approach  of  liis  last  moments  did  not  ijre- 
vent  him  from  going  to  Washington,  D.  C,  to  look 
after  important  m.itters  for  the  com))any.  He  was 
too  ill  to  leave  that  place,  although  it  was  his  earn- 
est desire  to  return  Burlington  and  die  amid  the 
familiar  scenes  and  surroundings.  It  was  the  in- 
tention to  leave  AVashington  Tuesday  evening,  but 
the  start  was  not  made.  The  flame  of  life  burned 
lower  and  dimmer,  until  at  last  it  flickered  and  went 
out.  He  died  at  1 1  -An.  Frid.iy  morning.  March  9, 
1888.  his  bedside  surrounded  by  weeping  family 
and  friends." 

Mr.  Potter  was  a  remarkable  man  in  more  than 
one  respect.  He  had  a  memory  that  was  little  less 
than  marvelous,  and  never,  no  matter  how  compli- 
cated or  numerous  the  matters  demanding  his  at- 
tention, did  he  made  notes,  relying  fully  upon  his 
memory  to  recall  anj'  point  at  the  proper  time.  He 
had  a  phenomenal  faculty  of  seeing  into  and  through 
a  perplexing  situation,  and  he  had  the  coolness  and 
good  judgment  to  enable  him  to  disentangle  the 
ditliculty.  A  face  once  seen  was  never  forgotten, 
and  notwithstanding  the  changed  condition  of  his 
life,  from  comparative  povertj*  to  affluence,  he 
never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  youth,  nor  shunned 
their  society.  When  making  his  last  trip  over  the 
Burlington  road,  his  train  was  frequently  stopped 
that  he  might  speak  to  men  who  had  long  been  in 
his  employ,  many  of  whom  were  occupying  the 
lowest  positions  in  the  raiho.ad  service.  Few  of 
them  but  he  knew  by  name,  and  by  all  he  was  be- 
loved. No  man  in  like  position  was  so  implicitly 
trusted  by  the  employes,  not  one  of  whom  but  would 
have  risked  his  life  to  do  him  a  favor. 

Not  alone  in  his  public  life  did  true  character  of 
the  man  shine  out.  but  in  the  home-circle  as  well. 
He  was  ardently  devoted  to  his  family,  and  slronglj' 
attached  to  his  home.  He  was  continually  giving 
expressions  of  his  regret  that  his  busy  life  would 
not  allow  him  to  stay  with  them  more  than  it  did, 
and  always  coupled  with  the  hope  that  some  day  he 
would  be  able  to  relax  his  vigilance  and  stay  at 


home  a  little  more.  He  loved  and  trusted  his  wife, 
relying  much  upon  her  judgment.  It  was  his  cus- 
tom to  considt  with  her  upon  all  matters  of  Inisiness, 
even  those  which  would  be  considered  by  some  men 
of  trifling  importance.  His  great  sorrow  came  upon 
him  in  M.ay,  1880,  in  the  death  of  his  daughter 
Nettie.  >She  was  a  bright  and  beautiful  girl,  with 
winning  w;iys  and  a  cheerful,  sunshiny  disposition, 
being  fairly  idolized  by  her  parents.  One  day  she 
drove  him  to  the  depot  that  he  might  take  the  west 
bound  train.  The  next  evening  she  was  taken  sick 
with  scarlet  fever,  and  at  two  o'clock  the  next 
morning  she  was  dead.  Mr.  Potter  was  at  Council 
Bluffs  and  knew  not  that  she  was  ill,  until  he  was 
almost  overwhelmed  by  the  intelligence  of  her 
death.  To  his  remaining  children  he  was  alwaj-s 
the  most  loving  of  fathers,  while  his  heait-broken 
wife  knew  the  fondest  love  and  the  greatest  loyalty 
and  devotion  that  can  be  given  to  a  woman  to  know 
in  this  life. 

When  j\lr.  Potter  first  went  to  Albia  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad,  his 
salar}-  was  $60  per  month ;  this  was  inere.ased  to  $100 
per  month,  when  he  was  made  Fuel  and  Supply 
Agent.  Afterward,  in  the  higher  positions  with 
the  Burlington  road,  he  received  $10,000,  then 
$15,000,  and  flnjiUy  $25,000  per  year.  On  leaving 
that  road  and  entering  the  service  of  the  Union 
Pacific,  he  was  given  a  bonus  of  $35,000  and  a 
salary  of  $30,000  per  year.  In  the  man.agement  of 
his  private  affairs,  he  exercised  th(!  same  prudence 
as  in  public  business,  and  therefore,  at  his  death, 
left  his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances.  For 
some  time  he  was  Vice  President  of  the  First 
National  Bank  at  Creston.  He  was  the  owner  of 
two  fine  farms  near  Creston,  one  containing  700 
acres,  and  the  other  360.  A  lover  of  fine  horses, 
he  gave  considerable  attention  to  their  breeding 
and  management,  and  at  the  time  of  his  ileath  had 
eighty  head  of  fine  thoroughbreds.  He  also  had 
considerable  property  in  Ottumwaand  other  places. 
An  elegant  steamboat  on  the  Columl)ia  River  bears 
his  name.  It  was  built  for  him  when  he  assumed 
the  management  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad, 

While  his  business  interests  would  not  admit  of 
his  giving  much  of  his  attention  to  political  mat- 
ters,  he  yet  felt  an  ardent  interest  in  all  political 
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questions,  and  was  an  enthusiastic  Democrat,  hav- 
ing an  abiding  faith  in  the  principles  of  that  part}' 
as  enunciated  by  its  founders  and  leaders.  Had 
he  lived  his  name  would  doubtless  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  for 
the  office  of  Vice  President,  on  the  tieliet  with 
Grover  Cleveland,  and  there  could  be  little  doubt 
of  his  securing  the  nomination.  For  years  he  was 
the  most  liberal  contributor  to  the  Democratic 
campaign  fuml  in  Iowa,  literally  bearing  almost  the 
entire  burden. 

As  a  citizen,  a  business  man,  a  liusband  and  a 
father,  the  life  of  Thomas  J.  Potter  is  worthy  of 
emulation.  An  excellent  portrait  of  Mr.  Potter  is 
given  upon  a  preceding  page. 
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^^^EORGE  SWENY,  a  prominent  citizen  and 
III  g-,  early  settler  of  Burlington,  was  born  near 
^^  Lebanon.  Warren  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  28,  1820, 
and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  (King)  .Sweny, 
the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Scotch 
descent,  the  latter  born  in  Ohio,  of  German  and 
English  parentage.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Ohio,  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  State,  and  learned  the  cabinet- 
maker's trade,  at  which  he  worthed  four  or  five 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1845  he  wedded  Miss  Mar- 
gery J.  Scarff,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  a  daugh- 
ter, who  died  at  Burlington  at  the  .age  of  five  j'ears. 
In  1845  Mr.  Sweny  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
Xenia,  Ohio,  remaining  there  until  1849,  and  then 
removed  to  Kenton,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  1853,  when  he  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Previous  to  coming  to  tliis  city,  Mr.  Sweny  lost  his 
wife,  who  died  at  Kenton,  Ohio. 

On  arriving  at  the  city  which  is  now  his  home, 
he  invested  largely  in  real  estate  and  loans,  pur- 
chased farm  and  surburban  city  property,  and  platted 
the  latter  under  the  title  of  Sweny's  Addition  to 
Burlington  and  the  Highland  Addition  to  the  same. 
This  property  lies  on  the  Mississippi,  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  cit}',  is  now  highly  improved,  and  era- 
braces  some  of  the  most  elegant  private  residences 
in  Burlington.  Mr.  .Sweny  has  done  much  for  the 
improvement  of   city.     He   has  labored  long  and 


earnestly  to  secure  the  opening  and  improvement 
of  South  Main  street  to  the  present  city  limits,  and 
for  fifteen  j-ears  he  .agitated  thesuljject,  and,  finallj', 
on  the  City  Council's  propostion  to  open  the  street, 
providing  half  the  estimated  expense  of  doing  so 
would  be  borne  by  those  directly  interested,  Mr. 
Sweny  took  the  matter  in  hand  and  by  diligent  and 
unremitting  effort  raised  a  subscription  of  the  re- 
quired amount,  §4,500.  He  was  also  instrumental 
in  securing  the  building  of  the  street-car  line  into 
that  section  of  the  town.  He  built  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  priv.ate  residences,  and  especially  did  much 
to  encourage  the  improvement  and  development  of 
the  southern  portion  of  Burlington. 

Shortlj'  after  coming  to  Burlington,  Mr.  Sweny 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Price  in  the  drug 
business,  but  that  connection  continued  only  two 
or  three  j'ears,  when  he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business,  which  he  carried  on  for  a  long 
time  in  connection  with  the  real-estate  and  loan 
business.  He  also  served  as  assignee  several  times, 
and  settled  up  various  bankrupt  concerns. 

Mr.  Swen}'  was  united  in  marriage  at  Burlington, 
Iowa,  Feb.  11,  1868,  with  Miss  Mary  H.  Pyne, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Pyne.  Mrs.  Sweny,  who  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  was  reared  in  the  Quaker  faith, 
but  in  1868  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  she  has  since  been  a  consistent  member. 
Mr.  Sweny  united  with  that  church  in  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  and  has 
maintained  his  connection  with  the  society  continu- 
ously since.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  of  Burlington,  of  which 
he  has  been  an  olBcial  for  twenty  years,  and  has 
been  in  active  care  of  the  church  property.  From 
the  day  he  first  made  a  public  confession  of  his 
faith  in  his  Savior  to  the  present  time,  he  has  been 
earnest  worker  in  the  church  with  which  he  has  been 
so  long  connected.  While  at  Xenia.  Ohio,  he  held 
a  number  of  official  positions  in  the  church,  and 
during  his  residence  at  Kenton,  Hardin  Co.,  Ohio, 
he  likewise  was  officially  engaged,  holding  the  posi- 
tions of  Cl.ass-Leader,  Steward  and  Trustee,  and 
much  of  the  time  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school.  In  fact  lie  has  held  official  positions  in  the 
church  for  nearly  half  a  century,  and  still  feels  the 
same,  or  an  increasing  interest,  in  the  work,  having 
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never  grown  weary  in  well-doini;.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  liberal  supporters  of  the  church.  In  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Sunday-school  Asseml>ly  and 
Canip-nieeling  at  Park  Bluff,  he  took  an  active  part, 
and  to  him  is  largely  due  the  fine  artesian  well  on 
the  grounds,  as  he  was  most  persistent  in  advocacy 
of  the  project,  and  tjie  subsequent  boring  of  the 
■well.  As  one  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  various  committees  of  the  Association  lie  has 
given  much  time  and  money  to  .advance  its  inter- 
ests. He  is  at  the  present  writing.  Vice  President  of 
the  Association,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  serving  upon  eight  committees — on  grounds, 
executive,  finance,  transportation,  sale  of  lots,  arte- 
sian well,  sanitarium  and  old  institute  property. 
His  interest  in  Sunday-school  work  at  Burlington 
has  been  manifested  by  zealous  efforts  in  its  behalf, 
and  he  has  served  several  years  as  Superintendent. 
Mr.  Sweny  is  largely  interested  in  real  estate  in 
Burlington,  is  proprietor  of  the  Sweny  Addition  and 
owns  a  few  acres  in  Highland  Additicju,  where  he 
has  an  elegant  residence,  handsomely  furnished,  and 
where,  together  witli  his  amiable  wife,  lie  keeps 
••open  house,"  and  friends  always  find  welcome. 
An  active,  public-spirited  citizen,  he  is  highly  re- 
spected for  his  many  excellent  qualities  and  sterling 
integrity. 


•f 
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OIIN  C.  BLAKEWAY,  gener.al  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  section  6,  Union  Township, 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  l)orn  in  Mar- 
shall County,  W.  Va..  Oct.  8,  182t;.  and  is  a 
SDii  of  Tliomas  and  Elizabeth  (Turner)  Blakeway, 
the  fallier  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and 
the  mother  of  New  Jersey.  Until  about  the  year 
1824  thej'  remained  residents  of  Wasiiington  Coun- 
ty, when  they  removed  to  Marshall  County,  W. 
Va.,  where  Mr.  Blakeway  purchased  a  farm  oi  200 
Mcres.  which  he  greatly  improved.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  Uie  four  eldest  in 
Pennsylvania,  the  others  in  West  Virginia.  Hum- 
phrey has  not  been  heard  of  since  18.52,  and  it  is 
supposed  his  death  t)ccurred  in  Texas:  William, 
deceased;   Plifebe.  wife  of  (ieurge  Dee.  a  fanner  iji 


Danville  Township:  Elmer,  residing  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant; John  C;  M.ay,  widow  of  Isaac  Toothacre, 
makes  her  home  in  Kansas;  Elizabeth,  now  living 
in  Union  Township,  is  the  widow  of  Nathan  Lamme ; 
Thomas,  deceased;  William  Morrow,  whose  home 
is  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa.  In  1845  the  family 
emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  locating  first  in 
Augusta  Township,  where  the  father  purchased  a 
farm.  After  a  short  time  he  sold  this  land,  becom- 
ing the  owner  of  a  farm  on  section  6,  Union  Town- 
ship, where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his 
death  occurring  about  the  year  1879.  Mrs.  Blake- 
way, who  was  a  life-long  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  crossed  tiie  dark  river  in  186G.  Mr.  Blake- 
waj'  was  a  great  lover  of  home  and  family,  caring 
little  for  public  life,  though  he  w.as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  community.  In  his  political  views, 
he  sup|)orted  the  Republican  party. 

Tlie  early  education  of  our  subject  was  received 
in  his  native  State  in  attendance  on  the  common 
school  of  those  early  days.  His  whole  life  has 
been  spent  upon  a  farm  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  from  1850  to  1852,  which  were  passed  in 
California  during  the  gold  excitement.  Returning 
to  Des  Moines  County  he  again  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  an<l  made  his  first  purchase  of  land, 
consisting  of  seventy  acres  in  Augusta  Township 
in  18til.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Blake- 
way wedded  Priscilla  Basbore,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  County,  Va.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Bashore,  wlio  were  natives  of  that  Slate 
and  who  emigrated  to  Missouri  in  1  848,  where  the 
father  died  in  1858, and  the  mother  in  1865. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blakeway  have  been  the  parents  of 
twelve  childien,  and  nine  of  that  number  are  yet 
living:  AVilliain  D..  a  farmer  of  Lee  County, 
Iowa;  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Nathan  Colby,  resiiles 
in  Union  Township,  Des  Moines  Count}';  Margaret 
wedded  Stephen  Cartwright,  a  resident  farmer  of 
this  county;  Edward,  a  farmer  and  dairyman;  Alice 
is  the  wife  of  Peter  Magle,  a  resident  farmer  of  Des 
^loines  Count}-;  Thomas  is  engaged  in  the  same  oc- 
cupation in  Augusta  Townshii);  Carson,  Frank  and 
Hattie  are  still  with  their  parents. 

In  180G  Mr.  Blakeway  purchased  a  farm  where 
lie  has  since  resiiled.  What  is  known  ns  the  ••  home 
place  "  consists  of  sixty-two  and  oiieiialf  :u-ics  of 
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laud,  but  he  also  owns  16^  acres  adjoining  this, 
making  in  all  224  acres  of  tine  and  well-improved 
land.  Mr.  Blakeway  has  alwa3's  been  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  fine  stock  of  all  kinds,  and  upon  his  farm 
ma3'  be  found  an  excellent  grade  of  short-horned 
cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs.  One  of  the  finest 
horses  in  the  county  is  owned  by  him.  It  is  an 
English  coach  horse  named  Dandy,  weighs  1,400 
pounds,  is  sixteen  and  one-half  hands  high,  and  is 
an  excellent  traveler.  In  all  public  interests,  and 
in  the  building  of  churches  and  school-houses  in 
the  community,  Mr.  Blakeway  has  ever  done  his 
part.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  one  of  the  highly  es- 
teemed men  of  Union  Township.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


I 


■^fi^AMES  DAVIS,  now  a  resident  of  Kossuth, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland, 
within  fifteen  miles  of  Londonderry,  in  1816. 
'  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  S.  and  Mary  (Mc- 
Clelland) Davis.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in 
his  native  lan<l  until  1841,  when,  with  his  parents 
and  one  sister,  he  emigrated  to  America,  residing  in 
St.  Johns.  New  Brunswick,  for  one  year.  Later  he 
went  to  Greenfield,  Highland  Co..  Ohio,  where  he 
began  working  as  an  apprentice  in  a  woolen  factory, 
continuing  in  that  employment  for  nine  years,  when 
he,  in  connection  with  a  Mr.  Moore,  erected  a 
woolen  mill  of  their  own  in  that  citj'.  He  there 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods  until 
1861,  when  he  sold  out  to  Charles  Robinson.  Their 
mill  was  o])erated  by  steam-power,  and  the}-  had 
quite  an  extensive  trade  throughout  the  surround- 
ing country.  Mr.  Davis  alst)  engaged  in  buying 
wood  foi'  a  Cincinnati  firm,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  proprietor  of  a  small  n)erclianilisc  store.  Sell- 
ing out  his  business  in  1801.  he  emigrated  to  Iowa, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Louisa  County,  near 
Northfield,  in  Dcs  Moines  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  120  acres,  afterward  adding  an- 
other forty  acres,  making  160  in  all.  This  land  was 
but  partially  improved,  but  upon  it  the  family 
moved,  and  quite  extensive  improvements  were 
made,  among  others  the  planting  of  u  large  orchard. 

4» 


The  family  resided  upon  that  farm  for  sixteen 
years,  and  then,  Mr.  Davis  desiring  to  live  a  retired 
life,  the}'  removed  to  the  village  of  Kossuth,  in  Des 
Moines  County,  where  better  educational  and  relig- 
ious privileges  were  afforded  his  children. 

The  marriage  of  James  Davis  occurred  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  Nov.  14,  1844,  Miss  Catherine  Gailey 
becoming  his  wife.  She  was  also  a  native  of  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  born  in  the  town  of  Letterkenny, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  David  and  Margaret  (Scott) 
Gailey,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  county. 
The  father  was  a  freeholder  in  his  native  land.  Mrs. 
Davis  came  to  America  in  1843,  settling  in  Phila- 
deli)hia,  Pa.,  where  she  engaged  for  a  year  as  a 
nurse,  and  then  went  to  Pittsburgh,  in  which  city 
she  was  married. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis, 
•as  follows:  Samuel  Stewart,  who  died  in  childhood; 
David  Gailey,  who  departed  this  life  Feb.  14,1872, 
aged  twenty-four  years;  Margaret  J.,  died  in  1862; 
Amanda,  died  July  28,  18.")2;  Sarah  51..  born  Aug. 
28,  18.t2,  died  when  five  years  of  age;  Catherine 
Elizabetli  (1st),  born  Feb.  1,  1855,  and  died  Jan. 
14,  1857:  Catherine  Elizabeth  (2d).  b(nu  Dec.  14, 
1850,  and  died  in  1874;  .Sarah  Matilda,  born  Oct. 
28,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  J.acob  Baxter,  a  farmer 
of  Hayes  County. Neb. ;  Anna  Mary,  born  June  16, 
1862,  is  the  wife  of  Beauregard  Baxter,  also  a  resi- 
dent of  Nebraska.  Since  their  childhood  days  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis  have  been  devoted  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Davis  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  public  affairs,  is  ever  re.ady  to  aid  in 
the  advancement  of  any  enterprise  for  the  good  of 
the  community,  and  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  edu- 
cational institutions.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig 
but  later  became  a  Republican,  and  is  strong  in 
support  of  Prohibition  laws. 

^  ft;  H.  ALSPACH  is  a  blacksmith  of  D.anvillo. 
\rjf  His  great-grandfather,  with  several  sons, 
VV'^  settled  in  Fairfield  County.  Ohio,  when  that 
land  was  almost  entirely  occupied  by  Indians.  Of 
these  sons,  Henry  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  the  only  one  of  the  four  sons  not  engaged 
in  Indian  wars  following  their  location   in   the   new 
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countrj'.  All  the  boys  were  married  and  had  fam- 
ilies and  farms  in  that  county  before  they  went  to 
the  war,  and  Henry  remained  at  home  to  see  that 
no  want  should  come  while  the  husbands  and  fathers, 
all  of  whom  were  able-bodied  men,  were  engaged  in 
the  AVar  of  1812.  Henry  Alspach  wedded  Mary 
Hainer,  and  both  lived  and  died  in  Ohio.  Their 
children  were  first  a  daughter  (name  unknown), fol- 
lowed by  John,  Mary,  Susan,  Margaret.  Elizabeth, 
Henry,  Joseph,  Daniel,  Matilda  and  Barnhart. 

Henry  Alspach,  Jr.,  married  Rebecca  Derbrow,  of 
English  ancestry,  who  came  with  her  parents,  in 
IHOo,  to  Pennsjlvania.  after  which  they  died,  leav- 
ing her  to  the  care  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loucks,  of 
Little  York,  Pa.,  who  reared  and  cared  for  her  until 
her  marriage.  She  had  three  brothers,  Thomas, 
Samuel  and  William,  of  whom  all  trace  is  lost,  they 
having  been  left  orphans  at  an  early  age  in  York 
County.  Rebecca  was  a  small  child  when  tiie  Loucks 
family  removed  to  Fairfield  County.  Ohio.  She  there 
grew  to  womanhood  and  married  Henry  Alspach, 
who  resided  at  a  small  village  known  as  Jefferson, 
where  for  many  years  he  operated  a  smithy  and  an 
adjacent  farm.  A  large  familj'  of  children  graced 
the  union,  and,  as  far  as  an3'  authentic  liistoiy  can  be 
secured,  we  give  it.  John,  deceased;  William  H.; 
Mary,  deceased;  Caroline,  residing  in  Danville 
Township,  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Isles,  deceased ; 
Reuben  and  Caleb,  deceased  ;  Rebecca,  who  married 
Jonathan  Heise,  a  resident  of  Licking  Count}',  Ohio; 
Hannah  married  William  J.  Jaques,  a  well-known 
resident  of  Danville;  Richard  L.,  who  wedded  Mrs. 
Eliza  Busby,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Porter,-of  Dan- 
ville, whose  first  husband  was  a  confederate  soldier 
and  lost  his  life  in  the  war;  and  Richard,  residing  in 
Burlington,  is  in  the  mail  service.  He  has  been 
Superintendent  of  Schools  of  this  county,  a  teacher 
of  note  for  several  years,  and  Principal  of  Sunny- 
side  School  of  Burlington.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Henry  Alspach  married  Mrs.  Charity 
Coffman,  widow  of  Joseph  Coffman.  They  removed 
to  Licking  County,  Ohio,  where  they  both  died. 
Charity  Alspach  was  the  mother  of  several  children 
bj'  the  last  marriage:  Laura  became  the  wife  of 
Arthur  Yeatman,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Licking  County:  Alary  wedded  John  Robinson, 
a  wealthy  gentleman  of  Newark,  Ohio;  Emma,  de- 


ceased wife  of  Thomas  Myers;  M.  Luther  is  the 
husband  of  Catherine  Heise;  Ella,  wife  of  Elmer 
Shaub;  Calvin  died  unmarried;  Edson  wedded  a 
Miss  Peters;  and  Hosea,  still  single,  lesides  with  his 
mother  in  Licking  County  and  is  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  there. 

W.  H.  Alspach,  our  subject,  learned  the  black- 
smith trade  with  his  father.  He  left  his  native 
State  in  1856,  locating  in  this  county.  Jan.  1,  18.57. 
He  opened  a  forge  of  his  own  in  Danville  in  1858. 
He  was  married  March  'J,  1859.  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Rankin,  daughter  of  W.  W.  and  Isabella  (Alcorn) 
Rankin,  who  removed  from  Indiana  County,  Pa., 
to  Iowa  in  1856.  His  wife  died  soon  after  coming 
here,  and  he  wedded  Mrs.  iMary  Kensil.  who  had 
two  children,  Amanda  A.  and  Frank.  Mr.  Rankin 
moved  to  Kirksville,  Mo.,  where  his  death  occurred. 
He  w.ts  father  of  three  daughters:  Nancy  A.,  who 
died  unmarried;  Amanda,  3'et  single;  and  the  wife 
of  our  subject. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alspach.  born  in 
Danville,  are  Elmer.  Erastus  C,  Clarence  (deceased ), 
Carrie  A.,  Clement  V.,  Francis  H.  and  Edson  W. 
Erastus  is  a  finished  workman,  having  learned  the 
trade  with  his  father,  who  is  one  of  the  best-known 
blacksmiths  in  the  county.  Perhaps  no  man  in  Des 
Moines  County  has  worked  as  many  consecutive 
J' ears  at  the  trade,  and  none  enjoys  a  higher  reputa- 
tion for  integrit}'  and  good  citizenship.  We  are 
pleased  to  give  the  family  a  place  in  the  history  of 
their  chosen  county. 


YRUS  GREEN,  a  farmer  residing  on  section 
3,  Washington  Township,  came  to  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  in  March,  1863,  locating  upon 
the  farm  where  he  j'et  resides.  His  first  purchase 
of  land  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  bought 
of  Nathan  Brown,  who  secured  it  b^'  a  land  warrant 
received  for  his  services  in  the  War  of  1812.  This 
land  was  all  in  a  raw,  uncultivated  state,  but  by 
his  energy  and  perseverance  Mr.  Green  has  trans- 
formed it  into  a  fine  farm,  and  has  subsequently 
added  to  it  another  eighty-acre  tract.  He  was  born 
in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  27,  1825,  and  is 
a  son   of   Thomas  and   .Sarah   (Marsh)   Green,  the 
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former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of 
the  P^mpire  State.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  born  near  Dublin.  Ireland,  .ind  on  his 
emigration  to  America  located  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
subsequently  removed  to  Ohio,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. Thomas  Green  spent  his  whole  life  upon 
a  farm  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio.  Twelve  chil- 
dren comprise<l  the  family,  eight  of  whom  are  j'et 
living.  One  son  died  at  the  age  of  ten  3'ears,  two 
of  the  daughters  died  after  they  were  married,  and 
William,  who  served  four  years  in  the  late  war  died 
in  the  spring  of  1H8><.  The  father  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  was  present  when  Hull  surren- 
dered Detroit,  to  wliich  movement  he  was  greatly 
opposed. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Fickle,  of  Perry  County,  Ohio,  and  unto 
them  were  born  five  children:  Lucretia,  who  mar- 
ried J.  R.  Jarvis;  George  W.,  who  married  Emma 
Brockway;  .John  C,  who  married  Mary  B.ashfdrd; 
Millarii  and  Benjamin  F.,  who  died  in  infancy.  On 
the  4th  of  March,  1861,  llie  mother  was  called  to  her 
final  home,  and  Mr.  Green  was  united  in  marriage  the 
following  year  witli  Mary  J.  Tatman,  of  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio.  To  them  were  born  two  children, 
Mary  and  Martha,  twins,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  departed  this  life  in  1862,  and  May  16, 
1863,  Mr.  Green  wedded  Mrs.  Arrainda  Brown, 
widow  of  David  J.  Brown,  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Thorp)  Latta,  who  were  residents 
of  Perry  County,  Ohio.  By  her  first  marriage,  Mrs. 
Green  had  two  children.  Pearl  B.  and  Mary  E. 
The  children  born  of  this  last  union  were:  James 
L.,  who  married  Rosa  Stoner,  of  Prairie  City,  Iowa; 
Nellie,  Maj-  A.,  Edgar  Grant,  Daisy,  Blanche  and 
Jessie  P.:  two  children,  Hosie  K.  and  Freddie, 
died  in  infanc}'.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  are  both 
members  of  the  Presb3teriun  Church,  in  which  he 
has  held  the  oflice  of  Trustee.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a  Republican,  has  served  as  Supervisor 
of  the  township  for  fifteen  3'ears,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  School  Director  for  twenty  years,  being 
Secretary  of  the  Board  for  twelve  years.  He  has 
done  as  much  for  the  district  schools  as  an3'  man  in 
the  county,  and  lias  given  all  his  children  liberal 
educations.  His  daughter.  Miss  Nellie,  is  a  teacher 
^  r     of  recognized  ability  in  the  schools  of  the  county. 

<•  » 


Mr.  Green  is  one  of  the  active  workers  in  the  Re- 
publican party,  is  a  man  well  informed  on  both 
State  and  National  questions  of  the  d.a3',  and  is 
highl3'  respected  by  the  citizens  of  Des  Moines 
County,  and  by  all  who  know  him. 

A  view  of  Mr.  Green's  place  will  be   found  on 
another  page. 


■  *>  •:>*<- — -^*4°=^"^^°i^- 


-i~^*sS^><«— 


ON.  HENRY  W.  STARR,  who  for  many 
years  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Iowa  bar, 
was  born  at  Middlebury,  Vt.,  July  26,  1815. 
His  father,  the  Hon.  Peter  Starr,  was  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  that  State,  and 
the  mother  of  our  subject  was,  before  her  marriage. 
Miss  Eunice  Sergeant.  Henry  W.  graduated  from 
Middleburs-  College  in  the  class  of  '34.  and  he  at 
once  entered  upon  the  stud3'  of  law  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  with  his  uncle  Henry  Starr,  then  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Cincinnati  bar,  .as  preceptor.  After 
a  three-years  course  of  study,  he  passed  a  satisfac- 
tor3'  examination  before  Judge  Salmon  P.  Chase, 
late  Chief-Justice  of  the  United  .States,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1837.  The  fol- 
lowing June,  Mr.  Starr  started  for  the  West  in 
search  of  a  favorable  location  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  after  visiting  many  of  the  prom- 
ising points,  where  ambitious  pioneers  had  built 
great  business  centers  on  paper,  he  selected  Burling- 
ton (then  the  capital  of  Wisconsin  Territory)  for 
the  scene  of  future  operations.  Gen.  Henry- Dodge 
was  then  Territorial  Governor,  and  the  little  h.-imlet 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississipjji  has  since  verified 
the  correctness  of  the  judgment  of  the  young  law3'er, 
by  becoming  one  of  the  leading  cities  of  Iowa. 
After  a  brief  visit  to  his  old  home  in  the  East,  Mr. 
Starr  made  a  permanent  location  at  Burlington  in 
November,  1837,  and  soon  after  coming  to  that 
place  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the  l.atc  Judge 
Rhorer,  which  connection  continued  only  about  a 
year.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  Mr.  Starr  became 
associated  with  the  late  Senator  Grimes  in  a  law 
practice,  under  the  firm  name  of  Grimes  &  Starr, 
and  they  rapidly  built  up. an  extensive  and  lucrative 
business.     In   the  early  settlement  of  the  country. 
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collections,  loans  and  real  estate  constituted  an  im- 
portant part  of  a  responsible  lavvj-er's  business,  and 
the  firm  of  Grimes  &  Starr,  having  established  a 
reputation  for  promptness,  ability  and  integrity, 
secured  a  line  of  business  equal  to  at  least  three  of 
the  leading  firms  of  Iowa.  At  their  annual  settle- 
ment, during  the  year  they  were  engaged  in  the 
celebrated  Half-breed  Trast  Suit,  their  business 
netted  them  160,000.  Both  were  remarkably  able 
and  talented  gentlemen,  and  soon  won  prominence 
and  celebrity,  the  firm  being  acknowledged  the  lead- 
ing one  in  Iowa.  Mr.  Grimes  entered  political  life, 
serving  as  Governor  of  Iowa  and  also  as  United 
States  Senator.  Mr.  Starr  preferred  to  seek  dis- 
tinction in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  for  which 
he  was  eminently  fitted  by  natural  abilitj',  taste  and 
culture.  From  early  boyhood,  he  was  distinguished 
for  clear  and  active  intellect,  quick  conception, 
ready  analysis  and  correct  logical  deduction.  He 
was  studious  by  habit,  and  having  had  the  benefit 
of  superior  culture,  both  in  his  literary  and  law 
studies,  he  rose  to  eminence  until  lie  was  recognized 
as  the  peer  of  the  highest  in  the  profession  in  the 
State.  While  not  gifted  with  flowery  eloquence  lie 
was  distinguished  for  clear  and  simple  reasoning, 
sound  argument  and  unerring  accuracy  in  his  con- 
clusions on  points  of  law.  In  writing  the  history  of 
the  early  bar  of  Iowa,  the  impartial  historian  will 
place  the  record  of  Henry  W.  Starr  in  the  place  of 
honor  among  the  foremost  and  most  distinguished 
of  the  profession  of  his  day.  He  was  never  am- 
bitious of  political  honor,  and  with  the  exception 
of  serving  two  terms  as  Mayor  of  Burlington,  was 
never  actively  identified  with  politics. 

Mr.  Starr  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
]Miss  Marian  S.  Peaslej',  to  whom  he  was  married 
Sept.  28,  1843,  and  who  died  April  23,  1854.  leav- 
ing two  sons.  Charles  E..  born  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
on  Sept.  29,  1845,  while  fitting  for  college  in  18G2, 
was  appointed  to  the  United  States  Naval  Academy, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  ordered  into  active 
service  as  midshipman  in  18G6.  After  one  year 
of  active  duty  in  that  capacity,  he.resignetl  and  en- 
gaged in  the  study  of  law.  graduating  from  the  Law 
Depaitment  of  tiio  Washington  University  at  St. 
Louis,  in  the  class  of  '73.  since  wiiich  time  he  has 
practiced  his  profession  in  his  native  city.     Peter  J., 


born  Feb.  15,  1851,  and  who  graduated  from  the 
Michigan  University  Law  School  in  the  class  of  '73, 
died  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  Aug.  23,  of  the  same 
year.  Henry  Starr  was  again  married  April  9, 
1857,  to  Miss  Eliza  A.  Merrill,  daughter  of  Thomas 
A.  Merrill,  and  a  native  of  Middlebury,  Vt.,  an 
estimable  lady,  who  survives  her  husband,  and  is 
still  a  resident  of  Burlington.  By  this  marriage  he 
had  two  daughters,  Marian  E.  and  Carrie  A. ;  the 
latter  is  now  married  to  H.  C.  Hadley,  a  rising  law- 
3'er  of  Burlington. 

Mr.  Starr  continued  in  active  practice  until,  on 
account  of  failing  health,  he  retired  from  business 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  honorable 
ease,  enjoying  the  ample  fortune  which  was  the  re- 
sult of  many  years  of  close  application  to  the 
arduous  duties  of  a  successful  Iaw3'er.  His  death 
occurred  from  apoplexy  Oct.  30,  1881,  closing  an 
active,  useful  and  honorable  career,  in  which  he  won 
distinction  as  an  eminent  jurist  and  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 


EV.   FRIEDRICH  DARIES,  pastor  of  the 
German    Evangelical    St.    Luke's    Church, 


ti\\Vi  was  l>orn  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  April  3, 
^  1860,  and  is  the  son  of  Friedrichand  Anna 
I).  Daries,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  His  early 
life  was  spent  in  attending  the  German  private 
schools  at  Plum  Hill,  111.,  and  when  fifteen  j'ears 
of  age  he  went  to  Elmhurst  College,  Illinois,  taking 
a  preparatory  course  of  four  years  before  com- 
mencing his  theological  studies.  Entering  the  Theo- 
logical College  at  Marthasville,  Mo.,  Mr.  Daries 
there  pursued  his  studies  for  three  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  was  called  to  his  present  pastorate, 
commencing  his  ministry  here  on  Jan.  20,  1883. 
He  was  ordained  on  the  9th  of  March  following,  in 
St.  Louis,  by  Rev.  G.  iMueller,  and  on  the  29th  of 
April  was  installed  in  St.  Luke's  1)3'  Rev.  J.  Zimmer- 
man of  Burlington,  since  which  time  he  has  re- 
mained with  the  church.  His  home  is  with  his 
mother  in  this  cit3'.  the  other  members  of  the  fam- 
ily being  John,  Mar3',  Paulina,  Martha  and  Chris- 
tina. The  ])arsonage  in  which  they  reside  is  a  part 
of  the  church  propert3',  and   is  a  fine,  conimodujus 
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two-story  residence,  valued  at  $2,000.  The  church 
is  vahied  at  $.i,000.  Though  comparatively  a  young 
man.  Mr.  Daries  has  done  much  in  church  work. 
His  labors  are  untiring,  and,  if  spared,  liis  life  will 
be  a  great  blessing  to  the  church  of  which  he  is 
pastor.  He  is  interested  not  only  in  the  welfare  of 
his  own  people,  but  is  willing,  nay  anxious,  to  lead 
others  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  has 
gained  many  warm  friends  throughout  the  com- 
munity. 

<Sn  LESLEY  JONES  was  born  in  Springfield, 
\rj//  Ohio,  on  the  11th  of  February,  1841,  and 
V^^  was  brought  to  Iowa  in  an  ambulance  the 
same  year.  His  father,  Wesley  Jones,  Sr..  preceded 
his  family  three  years,  having  landed  in  Iowa  in 
1838,  and  while  here  engaged  extensively  in  general 
merchandising,  having  stores  in  Burlington,  Iowa 
City,  Columbus  City,  Black  Hawk,  etc.  He  then 
returned  for  his  family,  which  consisted  of  his  wife 
and  five  children,  Wesley,  Jr..  then  being  the  young- 
est. A  sketch  of  the  family  history  appears  under 
the  name  of  his  elder  brother,  Samuel  H.  Jones. 

Weslej'  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Burlington.  His  father  died  on  the  10th  of  Ma3', 
1849.  and  soon  finding  that  his  success  in  life  would 
depend  upon  himself.  Wesley  accepted  the  first  situ- 
ation that  offered,  and  made  his  debut  as  a  carrier  of 
the  Hairkeye  newspaper.  While  that  paper  was 
under  the  management  of  Clark  Dunham,  he  learned 
the  printer's  trade,  continuing  in  the  office  two  years. 
When  the  Hawkeye  had  to  wait  until  ten  and 
twelve  o'clock  for  the  news  by  the  Chicago  papers, 
he  would  sit  u))  and  help  to  print  the  paper  at 
night.  Many  a  time  he  would  sleep  on  the  table  in 
the  office  until  the  papers  were  out,  and  then  fold 
and  distribute  them. 

After  this,  he  secured  a  situation  as  clerk  in  the 
dry -goods  house  of  W.  H.  Postlewait.  and  continued 
there  seven  years,  until  the  firm  changed,  he  re- 
maining with  their  successors,  Garrett,  Rhodes  & 
Co..  until  they  quit  business.  He  then  went  into  the 
wholesale  department  of  J.  S.  Kimball  &  Co.,  repre- 
senting them  about  one  year  in  Western  Iowa  as 
traveling  agent.  At  that  time  he  received  a  tele- 
gram fiom    his   brollier,  S.  II.  .Junes,  who  was  then 
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in  Colorado,  saying.  "Now  is  the  time;  the  signs 
are  right;  come  to  Denver  at  once."  He  immedi- 
ately settled  up  his  business  with  Kimball  &  Co., 
and  started,  taking  the  cars  for  Atchison,  Kan., 
the  starting-point  for  Ben  Holliday's  great  overland 
express  coaches.  On  arriving  there,  he  found  every 
seat  engaged  for  a  week  ahead,  and  no  chance  for 
a  passage.  He  went  to  ist.  Joseph,  and  upon  going 
down  to  the  corral,  found  a  freighter.  George 
Brown,  who  was  just  stsirting  with  a  supplj-train 
of  six  wagons  for  Denver.  Brown  would  take  no 
passengers,  but  offered  to  carry  Wesley  and  his  trunk 
if  the  latter  would  drive  the  mess-wagon.  The 
proposition  was  accepted,  and  they  were  twenty- 
one  days  making  the  trip.  Upon  arriving  at 
Denver,'  Wesley  found  that  Campbell  &  Jones 
had  prepared  and  loaded  a  heavy  train  of  twent}-- 
five  wagons  with  groceries,  provisions  and  outfit- 
ting goods,  all  ready  and  destined  for  the  Montana 
market,  which  he  at  once  purchased,  and  having 
secured  the  services  of  an  old  pioneer,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Buchanan,  after  spending  two  days  in  Denver, 
started  for  Virginia  City,  Mont,  first  contract- 
ing with  Burroughs  &  Trowbridge  to  freight  the 
goods  from  Denver  to  "Virginia  City  at  iS>20  (gold) 
per  100  lbs.,  he  accompanying  the  train  with  a 
private  mess- wagon. 

Arriving  at  Virginia  City,  he  ma<le  the  sale  of 
his  goods  to  Rockafellow  &  Denny,  Clay  Thomp- 
son and  others,  settled  up  his  trip  venture,  and  re- 
turned to  Denver  by  coach  in  midwinter.  Owing 
to  the  exposure,  hard  fare,  and  severity  of  the 
weather,  on  reaching  Denver  he  was  prostrated 
with  ulceration  of  the  thro.at,  and  for  three  weeks 
it  was  very  doulitful  if  he  would  live.  But  he 
recovered;  and,  with  his  returning  health,  his  ener- 
gies for  business  also  revived,  and  just  as  soon  as 
he  could  get  out  he  purch.ased  another  outfit,  or 
stock  of  goods,  of  Campbell  &  Jones,  Stebbins  & 
Porter,  and  Douglas  &  Co.,  of  Denver,  and  con- 
tracted for  two  trains  with  Jesse  Taylor  and  Bur- 
roughs &  Trowbridge,  for  the  delivery  of  his  goods 
in  Virginia  City,  for  sixteen  cents  per  pound  in 
gold  dust,  he  again  going  out  with  his  goods. 

On  reiiching  the  Black  Hills,  the  cattle  died  from 
eating  poisonous  grass  and  drinking  alkali  water, 
and  to  get  his  goods  through,  he  borrowed  money 
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at  five  per  cent,  a  month.  He  got  the  train  on  its 
legs  again,  and  then  tooli  the  coach  with  Capt. 
Craig,  Warden  of  the  State  penitentiary,  and  others, 
and  started  for  Virginia  City,  meeting  with  terrible 
weather,  a  snecession  of  storms,  going  over  snows 
tiiirty  or  forty  feet  deep,  stages  breaking  down, 
and  being  compelled  to  ride  on  a  common  wagon  on 
the  top  of  mail  liags.  At  one  time  the  wagon  npset, 
and  he  was  thrown  down  Silver  Creek  Canj-on,  some 
sixtj-  feet,  into  Silver  Creek.  Fortunately,  no  bones 
were  broken.  At  another  time  on  the  trip  it  be- 
came necessary  to  walk  over  Quaking  Ash  Moun- 
tain in  the  night,  and  the  whole  night  was  consumed 
in  the  effort,  owing  to  the  intense  cold  and  great 
depth  of  snow;  and  had  it  not  been  that  his  wagon- 
master  accompanied  him,  Wesley  Jones  never  could 
have  made  the  journey,  but  must  have  succumbed 
to  the  perils  and  liardships  of  the  way. 

While  he  was  on  this  trip,  he  went  overland  to 
Ft.  Benton,  3,200  miles  up  tiie  tlie  Missouri  River. 
It  is  said  and  recorded  to  have  been  the  hardest 
trip  ever  made  by  the'  Overland  Stage  Company's 
coaches.  Their  supplies  giving  out,  they  were  put 
upon  rations  of  bacon  and  bread,  vvith  an  occasi(*nal 
cup  of  plain  coffee.  "In  time,  he  returned  to  Vir- 
ginia City,  and  opened  up  his  stock  of  goods. 
After  doing  business  there  awhile,  he  sold  out,  and 
returned  to  the  States  in  company  with  Gen.  Bar- 
rows, of  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  a  private  ambulance 
owned  by  Mr.  Eels,  now  a  resident  of  Burlington. 

After  drawing  together  liis  means  and  the  result 
of  his  Western  ventures,  and  being  on  his  old 
stamping-ground,  the  book-store  of  J.  L.  Corse,  de- 
ceased, was  offered  for  sale,  it  then  doing  a  business 
of  from  1^1 8,000  to  $20,000  per  .annum.  After 
some  figuring,  Mr.  Jones  purchased  the  stock  for 
816,000  cash.  This  was  in  1866.  He  took  hold  of 
it  a  greenhand,  knowing  nothing  at  all  of  the  busi- 
ness, but  investing  the  same  energy  and  will  which 
had  proved  so  successful  in  the  mountains  of  Mon- 
tana, and  with  an  eye  to  the  growing  demands  of 
the  country,  and  a  determination  to  succeed,  he 
built  up  the  leading  house  in  its  special  lines  in  the 
Northwest,  occupying  one  of  the  finest  stores  and 
doing  a  business  of  from  $2oO,000  to  $300,000  per 
annum. 

Mr.  Jones  was    never  married,  but   was  always 


happy  in  his  domestic  relations,  living  in  great  har- 
mony' and  love  with  his  mother  and  sisters.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  had  reached  a  high  place  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  having  attained  the  thirty-sec- 
ond degree.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  His  demise  was  mourned,  not  only  by 
his  relatives,  but  by  a  Large  circle  of  personal  and 
business  friends,  to  whom  his  admirable  traits  of 
character  and  his  upright  conduct  had  greatly  en- 
deared him.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  at  Burlington;  and  at  a  meeting  helcl 
after  his  death  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

WJie7-eas,  It  has  pleased  an  All-wise  Providence 
to  remove  from  our  midst,  by  death,  Wesley  Jones, 
an  honored  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  It  is, 
therefore, 

Besoloed.  That  we  receive  the  intelligence  of  this 
event  with  feelings  of  piofound  sorrow.  That  in 
his  death  we  have  lost  a  friend  and  a  business  asso- 
ciate who  for  manj'  years  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  material  adv.anceraent  of  this 
county,  and  one  whose  qualities  of  kind  heart  and 
benevolent  disposition  are  worthy  of  all  imitation. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  the  bereaved  family 
our  sincere  sympathy. 


)HOMAS  J.  TRULOCK,  attorney-at-law, 
office  405^  Jefferson  street,  Burlington,  Iowa, 
is  an  early  settler  of  Burlington,  of  1851, 
and  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  County  bar  since 
1868.  He  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Scott 
County,  in  that  State,  in  1840.  His  parents  were 
Samuel  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Stark)  Trulock,  and 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County. 
His  f.ather  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  emigrated  to 
Indiana  in  an  early  daj'.  He  w.as  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent,  his  family  being  among  the  early  colonists 
of  Virginia,  who  emigrated  to  Kentucky  on  the 
first  settlement  of  that  State.  He  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Regiment,  82d 
Illinois,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Franklin, 
Tenn. 

Thomas  J.  Trulock  came  to  Burlington  with  his 
parents   in    1851,  was  educated  at  the  Burlington 
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Academy,  and  subsequently  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1868,  but  still  pursued  the  profession  of  teaching 
until  1873.  He  was  elected  the  first  Superintendent 
of  Schools  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  which  office  he 
held  one  year.  He  was  twice  elected  County  Super- 
intendent of  Schools,  but  resigned  during  his 
second  term.  He  was  also  elected  and  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  Since  1873  he  has  devoted 
his  attention  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
except  while  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  as  be- 
fore mentioned. 

In  St.  Louis,  April  6,  1874.  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Trulock  and  Miss  Pauline  Knoblauch  was  cele- 
brated. She  was  a  native  of  Paris,  France,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  childhood. 
Mrs.  Trulock  departed  this  life  Aug.  29,  IHHG.  leav- 
ing two  children,  both  sons — Guy  \\''.,now  thirteen 
years  of  age,  and  Carl  E..  .aged  nine.  Mr.  Trulock 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  having  voted  witii  that 
party  since  attaining  his  majority.  He  is  a  member 
of  Burlington  Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.; 
of  Washington  Lodge.  No.  1 ,  L  O.  O.  F. ;  of  Iowa 
Chapter,  No.  1,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Lincoln  Lodge.  No. 
125  A.  O.  U.  W.,  all  of  Burlington. 
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)  EORGE  W.  CRAWFORD.  M.  D.,  one  of  the 

oldest  practitioners  of  the  city,  was  born  in 
'^^^  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  June  12,  1811,  and  is 
a  son  of  William  and  Martha  (Craine)  Crawford, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same  county  and 
State.  Dr.  Crawford  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his 
grandfather.  Richard  Crawford,  coming  from  Scot- 
land to  America  just  previous  to  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  enlisting  as  a  private  in  Ijehalf  of  the  Colo- 
nies, was  subsequentl}'  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Receiving 
a  land  warrant  for  his  services,  he  located  the  same 
in  Dauphin  County,  where  that  branch  of  the  Craw- 
ford family  originated. 

William  and  Martha  Crawford  were  the  jjarents 
of  two  children — Richai'd,  a  resident  of  Bridgeport, 
opposite  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and  George  W.  of  this 
sketch.  Ml-.  Crawford  was  a  highly-educated  man, 
being  a  graduate  of  Princeton  College.     He  died  in 


his  twenty-ninth  j'ear,  and  his  widow,  who  emi- 
grated to  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  died  soon  afterward  in 
1814.  They  were  both  reared  in  the  Presbyterian 
faith,  and  were  consistent  members  of  that  church 
until  their  de.ith. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents.  Dr.  Crawford 
made  his  home  for  si  short  time  with  his  uncle,  Rev. 
John  W.  Moody,  at  Sliippensburg,  Pa.,  receiving  an 
academical  education  at  that  phace,  and  afterward 
attending  Jefferson  College,  but  only  taking  a 
partial  course.  On  leaving  college  he  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati to  settle  up  his  mother's  estate,  but  found 
it  in  such  a  condition  that  he  could  not  realize  any- 
thing, and  being  in  limited  circumstances,  he  con- 
cluded to  remain  in  Ohio.  Going  to  Hamilton, 
Butler  County,  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Rigdon, 
a  prominent  physician  of  that  place  and  remained 
with  him  for  three  years,  then  attended  the  Ohio 
Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  following 
spring  went  to  Defiance,  where  he  hung  out  his 
shingle  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1850  he  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and 
has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  this  place.  In  the  spring  of  1873 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Keokuk, 
through  kindness  and  meritorious  respect,  conferred 
the  honorary  degree  of  M.D.  upon  him.  The  Doctor 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Medical 
Society,  and  was  honored  by  being  its  first  presi- 
dent. 

Dr.  Crawford  was  j<jined  in  wedlock,  at  Hamil- 
ton, Butler  Co.,  Ohio,  with  Miss  Ellen  Greer,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Greer,  who  w;is  the  first  judge 
of  Butler  County,  Ohio.  After  a  few  years  of 
married  life,  Mrs.  Crawford  was  called  to  her  fin.al 
home,  and  the  Doctor  again  married — Mary  Parks, 
a  daughter  of  James  P.arks,  of  Warren  County, 
Ohio,  becoming  his  wife.  Four  children,  three 
daughters  and  one  son,  have  blessed  the  union — 
p]llen,  wife  of  James  Craine,  of  Hamilton  County, 
Iowa;  Anna,  at  home;  Zella,  wife  of  James  P.Joy, 
a  lumber  dealer  of  Chicago;  and  Frank,  a  civil  en- 
gineer. 

The  Doctor  is  one  of  the  old  stanch  Jackson 
Democrats,  and  is  always  found  at  his  post.  He 
was   appointed    Pension    Examiner  under  Arthur, 
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through  the  solicitation  of  the  two  Republican 
physicians,  and  still  holds  his  position  under  Cleve- 
land. The  Doctor  is  an  old  and  respected  citizen 
of  Burlington,  and  has  man}'  warm  friends. 


?-^^- 


ATHIAS  J.  DELASHMUTT.  a  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  34.  Flint  River  Township, 
is  numbered  among  the  representative  farm- 
ers and  pioneers  of  I)es  Moines  Count}'  of 
1835.  He  was  born  May  2.  1H27,  and  is  a  son  of 
Elias  N.  and  Susan  (Gorrel)  Uelashniutt,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Maryland,  the  latter  of  Virginia. 
After  marriage  they  removed  to  Ohio,  and  in  1H34 
started  from  Sistersville,  W.  Va.,  down  the  Ohio 
River  on  the  trip  to  Iowa,  but  on  reaching  Warsaw, 
III.,  the  boat  could  go  no  farther  (jn  account  of  the 
ice,  so  the  father  came  to  his  brother-in-law's  in 
Des  Moines  Count}-,  borrowed  a  yoke  of  oxen, and 
then  returned  for  his  family,  landing  in  this  county 
in  1835,  where  they  took  possession  of  a  log  cabin 
in  Union  Township  and  entered  a  claim  of  240 
acres  of  land  in  that  township  and  28  acres  in  Flint 
River  Township,  where  now  stands  the  beautiful 
home  of  our  subject.  Elias  N.  Delashmntt  immedi- 
ately began  to  improve  his  land,  and  soon  had  a  fine 
farm,  at  one  time  consisting  of  591  acres,  in  Flint 
River  and  Union  Townships.  His  industry  and 
energy  were  soon  rewarded  by  alnindant  croi)s,  and 
he  became  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  that 
township.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
called  to  her  final  home  in  1880.  They  were  the 
l)arents  of  nine  children:  Narcissa,  widow  of  Sam- 
uel F.  Stephen,  resides  in  Union  Township;  Thorn- 
ton L.,a  farmer  residing  on  section  5,  that  township; 
our  subject,  the  third  child ;  Wilmington  W.  died 
in  1878;  Elizabeth  C,  wife  of  John  Storer,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere;  Thomas  R.  died  in  Ne- 
braska City  in  1869 ;  Priscilla  died  in  infancy; 
William  H.  H.,  a  farmer  of  Lee  County,  Iowa ; 
Anna,  wife  of  Charles  O.  Hathaway,  a  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  3,  Union  Township.  The  father 
of  these  children  has  long  been  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  county,  and  for  fifty-three  years  the 
name  of  Delashmult  has  been  identified  with  all 
public  interests.      He  is  a  good  Biblical  student. 


during  the  late  war  served  as  a  member  of  the  Gray 
Beard  Regiment  of  Iowa,  which  was  composed  of 
men  too  old  to  enter  the  regular  service.  He  served 
two  years  and  a  half  in  this  regiment,  doing  garri- 
son duty.  During  1872  Mr.  Delashmutt's  eyesight 
failed  him;  in  1873  he  became  totally  blind,  and 
for  sixteen  years  he  has  been  unable  to  see  the  light 
of  d.ay.  This  affliction  was  brought  on  from  ex- 
posure during  his  service.  He  now  makes  his  home 
with  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Hathaway  of  Union  Town- 
ship, and  has  reached  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-eight. 

The  earl}'  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  upon  his 
father's  farm,  he  working  upon  the  farm  in  summer 
and  attending  the  district  schools  during  the  winter. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  when  his  father  made  a 
trip  to  California  during  the  gold  excitement  in 
1849,  he  had  charge  of  S.  F.  Stephen's  farm.  On 
the  30th  of  October,  1850,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Fluvia  A.  Arntjld,  who  was  born  in  Bel- 
mont County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Rodney 
and  Eliza  (Arick)  Arn(jld,  the  father  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  the  mother  of  Ohio.  They  emigrated 
to  Des  Moines  County  in  1835,  settling  on  what  is 
now  Mr.  Bender's  farm.  The  mother  died  June 
27,  1849,  the  father  in  1871,  and  they  were  among 
the  highly-respected  families  of  the  county. 

After  marriage,  the  young  couple  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  the  old  homestead,  a  short  dis- 
tance from  where  they  now  reside,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1851.  .Mr.  Delashmutt,  with  T.  L.,  W.  W.  and 
S.  F.  Stephen,  in  a  party  of  seven,  started  for  Cal- 
ifornia, making  the  trip  by  w.ay  of  the  Mississippi 
River  an<l  taking  an  ocean  steamer  at  New  Orleans. 
Tills  trij)  proved  very  successful,  Mr.  Delashmutt 
remaining  until  January,  L''54,  when  he  returned 
home  by  w,ay  of  New  Vork.  That  year  he  pur- 
chased forty-two  acres  of  farm  land  and  thirty-three 
acres  of  timber  land,  known  as  the  Jacob  Fees  farm, 
Flint  River  Township,  and  his  care,  cultivation  and 
improvements  sooii  made  it  one  of  the  best  in  that 
section.  In  1873  this  farm  was  sold  and  Mr.  De- 
lashmutt moved  to  where  he  now  resides,  where  he 
became  the  owner  of  twenty-eight  acres  of  land, 
part  of  the  original  farm  entered  by  his  father  in 
1835,  he  also  purchasing  eighty  acres  in  Union 
Township,  making  in  all  108  acres,  but  from  time 
to  time  he  has  added  to  that  until  he  now  has  174 
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acres  of  land,  which  pay  an  ample  tribute  to  his 
cultivation  and  labor.  The  handsome  farm  resi- 
dence is  a  two-story  building  30x40,  with  an  '•  L" 
20x26.  Three  good  barns  furnish  shelter  for  his 
stock  and  grain,  and  the  other  out-buildings  are  all 
of  the  most  modern  kind. 

Nine  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deiashmutt:  Eliza  B.,  wife  of  .lohn  D.  Stevenson, 
of  Columbia.  Colo.;  Price  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six;  Nellie  died  aged  six;  Isabella,  deceased  wife  of 
E.  N.  Ervin,  a  farmer  of  Adair  County,  Mo.;  Jo- 
sephine, who  died  in  infancy;  Carrie,  wife  of  Anson 
B.  Trumpour,  an  express  messenger  from  Watson- 
ville  to  Los  Angelos,  Cal. ;  .Jennie,  Grace  G.  and 
Macie  still  reside  with  tiieir  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deiashmutt  have  given  their  children  good  educa- 
tions, not  only  in  the  common  branches,  but  in 
science  and  music  as  well.  The  name  of  Deiashmutt 
has  been  a  familiarand  prominent  one  in  Des  Moines 
County  since  1835.  Fur  over  half  a  century  our 
subject  has  witnessed  the  progress  and  development 
which  have  made  such  incessant  changes,  has  aided 
largely  in  its  advancement  and  interest  and  taken 
great  pride  in  its  public  enterprises.  At  his  coming 
the  Indians  were  frequent  Visitors  to  their  home, 
and  often  the  famous  chief  Black  Hawk  was  among 
the  number.  The  social,  educational  and  religious 
interests  find  in  Mr.  Deiashmutt  a  ready  supporter, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  nifiiibers  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Cluirch.  We  are  pleased  to  record,  among 
others  of  note,  this  sketch  of  the  prominent  citizen 
and  respected  pioneer  of  Des  Moines  County. 


J'  OHN  M.  SPERRY,  of  Sperry  Station,  Des 
I  Moines  County,  Iowa.  We  take  pleasure  in 
I  recording  this  sketch  of  this  prominent  and 
'  highly  respected  citizen,  who  is  a  merchant 
and  also  Postmaster  of  Sperry  Station,  which  village 
he  founded.  It  is  located  in  the  central  part  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  13,  Franklin  Township, 
and  contains  two  general  merchandise  stores;  two 
churches.  Baptist  and  Methodist,  both  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition;  has  one  practicing  phj'sician,  and 
sixty-three  inhabitants. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch   wns   born   March   3, 


1821,  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Mar)'  (Wilson)  Sperry,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia,  the  father  of  German  ancestry  and 
the  mother  of  Irish  descent.  Jacob  Sperry  was  one 
of  the  prominent  men  of  his  daj',  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Seven  children  were  born 
of  his  union  with  Mary  Wilson,  as  follows:  Maria, 
deceased  wife  of  Daniel  Ferry,  who  is  a  resident  of 
Licking  County,  Ohio;  Albert,  a  farmer  of  Knox 
County,  Ohio;  Peter  W.,  a  banker  of  Utica.  Ohio; 
Isaac,  a  wealthy  farmer  residing  near  Mount  Ver- 
non, in  that  State;  John  M.;  Eliza,  wife  of  James 
Campbell,  also  a  wealthj'  farmer  residing  in  Knox 
Count3';and  Angeline,  deceased  wife  of  Theophi- 
lus  Reece,  a  farmer  of  Licking  County. 

The  father  of  this  family  removed  to  Knox 
Countj',  Ohio,  about  the  year  1H08,  there  (jurchas- 
ing  a  tract  of  wild  land,  100  acres  in  extent,  which 
he  immediately  began  to  cultivate,  and  soon  de- 
veloped into  a  fine  farm.  He  became  one  of  the 
extensive  land  owners  of  that  county,  and  being  a 
lenient  and  charitable  man,  on  selling  a  farm  he 
woidd  give  the  purchaser  liis  own  time  in  which  to 
pay.  Not  only  did  Mr.  Sperry  aid  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  land,  but  he  supported  liberally  all 
public  enterprises  of  the  county.  Social,  educa- 
tional and  religious  interests  found  in  him  a  friend, 
and  in  the  church  especially  he  was  an  active  worker. 
Almost  his  entire  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  for  many  j'ears  was  one  of  its  Dea- 
cons. He  and  his  wife  met  a  most  untimeh'  death. 
While  returning  from  a  visit  to  Mount  Verri(ni, 
Ohio,  a  collision  occurred  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
road,  in  which  Mrs.  Sperry  was  instantly  killed,  the 
husband  being  taken  to  his  son  Peter's  house  in 
Utica,  where  he  died  four  weeks  later.  The  sudden 
deaths  of  this  worthy  couple  excited  much  sym- 
pathy, and  was  sincerely  mourned  liy  a  host  of 
friends,  to  whom  their  many  excellent  qualities  had 
greatly  endeared  them. 

John  JI.  Sperrj'  received  liis  education  in  an  old 
log  school-house,  which  was  located  on  a  blufi!  of 
the  Licking  Creek  in  Knox  County,  Ohio.  The 
educational  advantages  of  those  early  days  were 
limited,  and  Mr.  Sperry  could  onl)^  attend  school 
during  the  winter,  being  obliged  to  work  upon  tlie 
farm  through  the  summer  months.     On  the  daj-  on 
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wliicli  he  attained  his  majority  his  father  began  pay- 
ing him  wages  for  his  hibor,  and  he  lemained  at 
home  for  two  years  after  tliat  time.  He  then  be- 
gan farming  for  himself,  bnt  disposing  of  his  inter- 
ests in  tiiat  county  in  1851,  he  wended  liis  vv.ay  to 
Illinois,  and  from  tiience  proceeded  to  St.  Louis, 
crossing  the  river  at  Nauvoo,  III.  He  traveled 
through  Iowa,  and  reacliing  Des  Aloines  County, 
with  its  beautiful  prairies,  streams  and  forests,  he 
decided  to  make  this  his  home,  purchasing  140 
acres  of  land  on  section  10,  Franklin  Township, 
upon  which  was  but  a  one-room  frame  house.  While 
on  his  travels  through  Southern  Illinois,  Mr.  Sperry 
had  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  .Julia  Penn,  of 
St.  Clair  County.  Returning  again  to  that  county, 
their  marriage  was  there  celebrated,  and  they  at 
once  began  tlieir  domestic  life  upon  the  new  farm 
in  Des  Moines  County.  After  a  short  married  life  of 
about  a  year,  the  <leath  of  the  young  wife  occurred 
in  1853, and  in  1855  Mr.  Sperry  was  again  married. 
Miss  Martha  Gelett,  a  native  of  this  county,  be- 
coming his  wife.  Once  more  Mr.  Speriy  was  left 
alone,  his  wife  being  called  to  her  final  home  in 
1857.  A  third  time  he  was  united  in  marriage,  this 
union  being  with  Emma  N.  Cousins,  a  native  of 
Crawford  County,  III.,  and  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Adeline  (Fitch)  Cousins,  botii  now  deceased.  By 
this  union  nine  children  have  been  born:  Minnie,  a 
noble  3'oung  lady  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  ;  Jacob 
E.,  who  married  Mrs.  Mattie  Williams,  of  Osceola, 
Iowa,  is  a  locomotive  engineer,  and  one  of  the  most 
trusteil  men  in  the  employ  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N. 
road ;  Rose,  wife  of  William  McCullough,  now  in 
the  Government  employ;  Kate  and  Bertie  P.,  at 
home;  John,  a  promising  young  man,  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen ;  Bazaine,  Maud  and  Peter  still  re- 
side with  their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sperry  have 
taken  great  pains  in  educating  tlieir  children,  who 
do  honor  to  their  name. 

A  man  of  superior  business  .ability  and  of  excel- 
lent judgment  and  foresight.  Mr.  Sperry  has  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  property.  By  good  man- 
agement he  has  added  to  his  first  purchase  of  140 
acres  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  934  broad  acres, 
75'J  of  which  are  situated  in  this  county,  and  175 
near  Des  Moines  City.  Besides  his  farm,  Mr.  Sperry 
has  been  closely  identified    with    other    important 


interests  of  the  county.  He  was  the  founder  and 
was  elected  president  of  the  Burlington  Insurance 
Company  in  its  infancy,  and  under  his  management 
the  company  became  ver\'  prosperous.  In  1869  he 
staked  out  Sperr}'  Station,  and  in  1874  set  out  a 
park  of  four  acres  at  his  own  expense,  now  contain- 
ing 056  fine  maple  trees,  and  around  which  is  a  cir- 
cular drivesixty  feet  wide,  making  a  most  attractive 
feature  of  the  village.  Mr.  Sperry  created  the  office 
at  Sperry,  was  the  first  and  onlj'  Postra.asler,  with 
the  exception  of  about  four  years,  having  held 
or  controlled  the  office  for  seventeen  years.  He  is 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  by  fair  and 
upright  dealing  has  gained  tlie  confidence  of  his 
patrons  and  friends.  With  the  tile  factory,  which 
manufactures  as  good  a  qualit}'  of  that  article  as 
can  be  found  in  this  part  of  the  State,  he  is  also 
connected.  He  has  held  various  township  offices  of 
trust,  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  most  of  the 
time  for  twenty-five  years.  Notary  Public  for  the 
p.ast  fifteen  years,  and,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, having  affiliated  with  that  party  since 
1860.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  I,  O.  O.  F. 
for  twenty  years,  and  he  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  all  public  enter- 
prises Mr.  Sperry'  is  an  active,  energetic  worker, 
and  no  one  stands  higher  in  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  this  community  than  does  he. 


«  ji^lLLIAM  C.  STEINMETZ  is  book-keeper 
\/iJ//  for  the  Burlington  Lumber  Company,  hav- 
Vtx^  ing  occupied  that  jiosition  since  April, 
1884.  He  was  born  in  Philadelphia  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1830,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  city.  In  1849  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  making 
that  his  home  until  1855.  He  was  married  in  Phil- 
adelphia, on  June  21,  1853,  to  Miss  P.  C.  Woolver- 
ton,  daughter  of- John  Woolverton.lately  a  resident 
of  Burlington.  In  the  spring  of  1855  Mr.  Stein- 
raetz  removed  to  Galena,  111.,  making  that  his  home 
for  two  years,  and  then  removing  to  Macomb,  111., 
he  entered  the  military  service  in  the  late  war  as  a 
private.  May  24,  1861.  and  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  as  a  member  of  Company  A, 
14th  Illinois  Infantry.    He  was  detached  at  Canton. 
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Mo.,  as  hospital  steward  for  the  General  Hospital  at 
Tipton,  Mo.,  and  was  on  duty  at  that  point  until 
immediately  before  the  l)attle  of  Belmont,  when  he 
was  ordered  back  to  his  regiment  by  Gen.  John 
Pope.  He  was  again  detached  at  Cairo,  in  the  same 
Department,  as  hospital  steward  in  the  field.  At  the 
battle  of  JShiloh  he  was  assigned  to  the  charge  of 
the  hospital  of  the  7th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  Liter  to 
the  military  hospital  of  the  steamboat  "Louisiana." 
After  maiiing  two  trips  on  the  '"Louisiana"  he  was 
ordered  to  report  as  division  hospital  steward  of 
the  Gth  Division,  17th  Armj'  Corps,  and  served  in 
that  cai)acity  until  July  3,  1863,  when  he  was  or- 
dered by  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  to  report  as  steward-in- 
cliief  of  Officers'  Hospital  at  Memphis.  During  his 
service  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Donel- 
son,  Shiloh,  Farmington.  Corinth,  luka,  .siege  of 
Corinth,  and  numerous  minor  engagements  and 
skirmishes.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  luka 
by  a  sword-thrust  through  the  hand,  and  lost  his 
hearing  at  the  Camp  Hospital  of  the  7th  Iowa  In- 
fantry at  Shiloh  during  that  action,  by  the  i)lant- 
ing  of  siege  guns  within  sixty  rods  of  the  hospital 
tent.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Jacksonville,  III., 
June  24,  1805,  and  xvas  brevetted  RegimenUil  Sur- 
geon at  the  same  time.  Returning  to  Macomb,  111., 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  continued  to  make 
that  his  place  of  residence  till  1871,  as  Teller  in  T. 
M.  Jordan's  bank,  when  he  removed  to  Beardstown, 
III.,  to  .accept  the  position  as  store-keeper  with  the 
Rockford  &  Rock  Island  Railroad  Company,  and 
remained  in  that  position  until  November,  1880, 
when  he  came  to  Burlington  and  .accepted  tiiesame 
position  with  the  Chicago.  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad,  continuing  with  it  until  April,  1884, 
at  which  time  he  accepted  the  position  he  now  holds 
with  the  Burlington  Lumber  Compan}-. 

Mr.  Steinmetz  has  been  an  earnest  and  consistent 
worker  in  various  secret  organizations,  and  has 
been  called  to  fill  almost  every  office,  from  minor 
ones  in  the  subordinate  to  the  principal  offices  of 
the  grand  bodies.  He  was  initiated  into  Odd  Fel- 
lowship in  Adelphi  Lodge,  No.  22,  of  Philadelphia, 
in  1852,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Military  Tract 
Lodge,  No.  145,  of  Macomb,  III.,  also  belonging  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Illinois. 
He  took  the  first  degree  in  Masonry   in  1861,    in 


Cass  Lodge,  No.  23,  of  Beardstown,  111.,  the  second 
in  Memphis,  in  1862,  and  the  third  on  the  tented 
field  during  the  war.  He  is  a  charter  member  of 
Protection  Lodge,  No.  22,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Beards- 
town, 111.,  joining  in  1871  as  the  first  master  work- 
man, since  which  time  he  has  filled  nearly  every 
position  except  that  of  G.  M.  W.  He  joined  the 
G.  A.  R.  at  Springfield,  III.,  in  1869,  as  a  member 
of  Abe  Lincoln  Post,  No.  5,  and  remained  with 
that  post  until  he  thought  that  politics  became  too 
prominent  a  question,  and  so  withdrew.  In  1881 
he  joined  Matthi.ns  Post,  No.  5,  of  BuHington,  and 
has  supported  it  through  sunshine  and  storm.  He 
was  one  of  tiie  very  few  who  attended  meetings 
regul.arlj'  when  the  interest  in  the  order  was  so  dor- 
mant that  a  corporal's  guard  could  not  be  mustered 
on  the  nights  of  meeting,  but  he  has  the  happiness 
now  to  see  a  goodly  attendance  almost  every  ses- 
sion. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  Iowa,  and  is  Aide-de-Camp  to  E.  A.  Con- 
signey.  Department  Commander  and  Inspector  for 
the  First  Congressional  District.  He  is  also  Past 
Commander  of  the  Select  Knights,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and 
P.  C.  G.  of  St.  Omer  Commandery.  Knights  Tem- 
plar, of  Burlington. 


^i^)REDERlCK  JOHNSON,  Miiyor  of  West 
R®'  Burlington,  and  also  foreman  of  the  paint 
/l^  ""  shops  of  the  Iowa  Division  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy.  which  are  located  at  West 
Burlington,  was  born  in  Denmark,  Europe,  Nov. 
16,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Mar- 
quet)  Johnson,  who  were  also  natives  of  that 
countrj'.  To  them  were  born  nine  children,  four 
of  whom  died  in  their  native  land.  Those  living 
are :  Lizzie,  widow  of  John  Larson,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Barnard,  Mo.,  she  having  emigrated  to  this 
countr_v  with  her  husband  in  1854;  Peter,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  near  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah; 
Margaret,  wife  of  John  Washburn,  also  a  resident 
of  Utah.  The  three  above  mentioned  came  to  this 
country  in  1854,  and  two  j'ears  later  the  parents,  ac- 
companied by  our  subject,  left  their  native  land  and 
sailed  for  America.  Their  destination  was  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  but  while  making  the  journey,  the  father 
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was  taken  sick  and  filed  near  the  Citj-  of  Chicago, 
and  there  his  remains  were  interred.  The  widowed 
mother  and  her  son  continued  their  journey,  reach- 
ing Burlington  in  March,  she  making  her  home  with 
her  children.  Jn  1  885,  while  Mrs.  .Johnson  was  on  a 
visit  to  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Larson,  her  death  oc- 
curred, and  she  was  buried  in  Barnard,  Mo.  Both 
Mr.  'uid  Mrs.  Johnson  were  members  of  the  Re- 
organized Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints. 

Our  subject,  Frederick  Johnson,  received  his 
education  in  his  nat've  land  and  there  learned  the 
painter's  trade,  at  which  he  secured  work  shortly 
after  his  arrival  in  Burlington,  first  with  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  road,  which  is  now  consolidated 
with  the  Chicago  Burlington  &  Quincy.  He  was 
the  first  employe  of  his  trade  who  received  steady 
work  from  the  latter  com])anj%  with  which  he  has 
been  engaged  for  twenty-eight  years,  having  all 
the  time  been  foreman  of  the  painting  department, 
and  a  better  testimonial  of  his  skill  and  labor  could 
hardly  be  given. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1856.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Druscilla  Brooks,  who  was 
born  in  Cambridge,  England.  Oct.  2,  1840,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Covington) 
Brooks,  who  were  natives  of  Bedfordshire.  She 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1854  and 
located  in  Burlington.  Iowa.  Both  Mr.  and  Mis. 
Brooks  are  now  deceased.  The  former  departed 
this  life  Nov.  8,  1868,  and  the  latter  Jan.  2,  18G9. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  denomination  he  was  a  prominent 
member. 

Eight  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson:  James  F.,  born  Jan.  28,  1859,  is  an  artist 
residing  in  Chicago;  Margaret  E.,  born  Jan.  16, 
1860,  IS  the  wife  of  Charles  N.  Craig,  a  resident  of 
West  Burlington  and  a  painter  by  trade;  Annie  M., 
born  June  11,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  E. 
Messenger,  of  Prescott,  Iowa;  Ruth  D.,  born  Jul}' 
8,  1866;  Horace,  born  Oct.  14,  1868,  died  Sept.  11, 
1869;  one  child  died  in  infancy;  Frederick  H., 
born  Aug.  10, 1877  ;  Brooks  C,  born  Dec.  28, 1886. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  given  all  their  children 
good  educations,  thus  fitting  them  for  useful  and 
responsible  positions  in  life.  They  are  both  mem- 
'  bers    of    the   Reorganized    Church  of    Latter  Day 
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Saints,  of  Burlington.  Socially,  Mr.  Johnson  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  K.  of  P.  of  city,  and 
politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  having  always  cast 
his  vote  with  that  party.  We  are  happy  to  record 
the  history  of  so  prominent  a  citizen  and  one  who 
is  universally  respected,  and  also  well  pleased  to 
give  the  portrait  of  one  who  has  shown  himself 
well  worthj'  a  pLice  among  the  representative 
citizens  of  the  countj'. 

eOL.  JOHN  C.  ABERCROMBIE,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  and  highly-respected  citizeng 
of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Perry  County.  Pa.,  Oct.,  30,  1823,  and  is  a'son  of 
John  Abercrombie,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in 
1785.  The  latter  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812,  in 
which  he  served  as  Ensign.  When  a  young  man  he 
went  to  Perry  County,  Pa.,  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  and  married  Miss  Mary  Cree,  a  na- 
tive of  that  county.  In  1833,  he  moved  to  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  died  three  years  later.  In 
1832,  he  opposed  Gen.  Jackson  and  was  one  of 
four  who  voted  against  him  in  his  precinct.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Abercrombie  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  our  subject  being  the  only  survivor. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  went  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio,  where  he  was  soon  after  left  an  orjjhan. 
He  lived  with  an  aunt  for  two  years,  but  not  wish- 
ing to  be  dependent  on  any  one,  at  the  age  of 
twelve  he  bound  himself  to  a  merchant  tailor  for 
a  period  of  eight  years.  When  half  that  time  had 
elapsed,  he  concludeil  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  Far 
West,  landing  in  this  county  in  1841.  Here  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman  until  the  time  of  the 
Texan  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  a  company  under 
Capt.  Hight,  and  went  to  New  Orleans.  The 
war  being  nearly  ended,  and  transportation  being 
refused,  the  company  was  disbanded,  and  the  men 
were  compelled  to  find  their  way  home  as  best 
they  could.  Mr.  Abercrombie  returned  to  Burling- 
ton, remaining  until  early  in  the  spring  of  1»47, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  15th  United  States  Infantry, 
Company  K,forthe  Mexican  War.  This  company  was 
composed  of  Iowa  men.  under  command  of  Capt. 
Guthrie,  and  partici|)ated  in  the  battles  of  National 
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Bridge  and  Pueblo.  Being  on  llie  sicl<  list,  he  was 
left  in  the  hospital  at  Pnelilo,  while  the  army  went  to 
the  city  of  Mexico.  After  the  defeat  of  the  Mexi- 
cans, Santa  Anna  sent  a  force  to  Pueblo,  where  the 
remaining  forces  were  under  siege  for  twenty -eight 
days.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Covington,  Ky., 
Aug.  25,  1848,  as  Orderly  Sergeant. 

Mr.  Abercrombie,  in  company  with  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Wash  Williams,  went  to  Nauvoo,  111.,  on 
a  pleasure  trip  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Mormon  trouble,  where  the}'  found  the  Nau- 
voo  legions,  armed  with  guns,  pitchforks  and  clubs, 
filling  the  streets.  Remaining  one  night  and  get- 
ting separated  from  his  friend,  Mr.  Abercrombie 
thought  he  had  seen  enough  of  the  city,  and  a  boat 
coming  up,  he  attempted  to  take  passage  for  home. 
As  he  stepped  on  board  he  was  arrested  as  one  of 
Gov.  Ford's  spies,  marched  through  the  town  be- 
tween two  Mormon  soldiers,  and  was  arraigned 
before  a  court-martial,  when  he  was  questioned  as 
to  his  business  and  his  attempt  to  leave  the  city. 
He  was  called  upon  to  furnish  some  person  who 
would  vouch  for  hira,  and,  looking  around,  saw 
Mr.  Woods  (better known  as  '-Old  Timbei"),  called 
him,  and  through  his  evidence  was  soon  free. 

After  returning  from  the  Jlexican  War,  Mr. 
Abercrombie  began  the  study  of  dentistry  under 
Dr.  Garner,  which  he  followed  for  fourteen  years. 
He  was  married  in  October,  1854,  to  Miss  Amelia 
Swain,  who  was  a  native  of  Cataraugus  County, 
N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living — Johtj  S.,  a  resident  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa;  Nellie,  wife  of  Carl  Vogt,  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa;  Annie,  wife  of  C.  W.  Randall,  of 
Kansas  City. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Abercrombie  w.as  among  the  first  to  offer  his  serv- 
ices, and  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Kirkwood  as  First 
Lieutenant  of  Company  E  of  the  1st  Iowa  In- 
fantry. After  arriving  in  the  field,  the  Captiiin 
was  relieved  by  Gen.  Lyon,  and  Lieutenant  Aber- 
crombie was  assigned  to  the  command,  drawing 
c.aptain's  pay.  The  company  was  engaged  in 
battle  at  Dug  Springs,  McCollough's  Store  and 
Wilson's  Creek.  After  serving  his  time,  Capt. 
Abercrombie  was  mustered  out.  but  Gov.  Kirk- 
wood soon  after  commissioned  him  as  Major  of  the 


11th  Iowa  Infantry.  In  1862  he  went  to  his  regi- 
ment up  the  Tennessee  River,  joined  Grant's  Army 
at  Pittsburg  Landing  and  participated  in  liie  battle 
of  Shiloh.  He  was  wounded  in  the  head  on  the 
first  day,  and  on  going  to  the  rear  he  found  Dr. 
Eastabrook  of  the  15th  Iowa  Infantry,  who  dressed 
his  wound.  Tiie  next  engagement  was  at  luka, 
and  then  followed  Vicksburg,  participating  in  its 
siege  and  capture,  after  which  the  regiment  was 
left  to  guard  the  cit}',  and  remained  there  about  a 
year.  Their  next  campaign  was  that  against  At- 
lanta, the  leginient  taking  part  in  all  the  battles 
before  that  place.  The  Major  was  wounde<l  in 
front  of  Atlanta  in  his  right  side  by  a  piece  of 
shell.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  and  then  to  Colonel,  but  was  never  mus- 
tered as  sucii,  his  regiment  having  been  so  reduced 
that  theie  was  not  the  required  number  of  men. 
He  was  mustered  out  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  Nov. 
15,  I8G4.  In  1809  the  Colonel  became  totally 
blind  from  tiie  hardships  of  his  army  life,  and  the 
Government  gave  him  a  [jension  of  $72  per  month. 
Politically,  Col.  Abercrombie  is  a  stanch  Rejjub- 
lican.    Mrs.  Abercrombie  died  in  1869. 
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WjOHN  S.  PARKES.  of  the  firm  of  Gardner, 
I  Peterson  <fe  Co.,  dry-goods  and  notions,  was 
born  in  the  city  of  LJtica,  Oneida  Co..  N.  Y., 
on  the  8lh  of  January,  1828,  and  came  AVest 
with  his  parents,  who  located  in  Des  Moines  County, 
in  1 835.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  such 
education  as  was  afforded  in  subscription  schools, 
taught  in  the  typical  frontier  school-house  with  its 
puncheon  floors  and  slab  seats.  Being  ambitious  to 
make  a  start  in  life,  Mr.  Parkes  crossed  the  plains 
to  the  gold  fields  of  California  in  1850,  and  began 
mining  near  Georgetown.  Eldorado  County.  After 
four  years  spent  in  the  mines  he  returned  to  Bur- 
lington, but  in  1861  again  went  back,  this  time  witii 
an  ox  team,  locating  in  Stanislaus  County,  where 
he  entered  a  claim  with  the  intention  of  making  a 
home.  In  1870  he  again  returned  to  Burlington, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  1S56,  Mr.  Parkes  led  to 
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tbe  marriage  altar  Miss  Sarah  Rowcroft.  who  died 
after  one  year  of  a  happy  married  life.  By  this 
union  there  was  one  child,  Sarah,  who  died  when 
eight  months  old.  Mrs.  Parkes  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  faithful  and  lov- 
ing wife,  and  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
her. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Parkes  was  a  Democrat,  but  at 
the  bre.nking  out  of  the  war  he  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  Republicans,  and  has  since  voted  with  that 
party.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  was  con- 
verted, joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  one  of  its  active  members. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Burlington. 


ij^^  AMUEL  H.  JONES  was  fur  many  years 
^^^^  one  of  the  best-known  citzens  of  Burling- 
lu/y  )))  ton.  He  was  l)orn  in  Frederick  County. 
Md.,  Dec.  IG,  1833.  A  few  years  later, 
when  but  a  small  child,  his  parents  removed  to 
Springfield,  Ohio.  His  father,  Wesley  Jones,  Sr., 
was  also  born  in  F"rederlck  Count}',  Md.,  Sept.  4, 
1804,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving,  for 
that  time,  a  liberal  education.  On  leaving  home  he 
went  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  trade.  In  1838  he  came  to  Burlington, 
where  he  still  prosecuted  the  mercantile  business, 
having  several  branch  houses  in  different  parts  of 
of  the  Northwest.  In  1841  he  moved  his  family 
to  Burlington,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  in  1849.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  life 
from  that  dread  disease,  cliolera.  Wesley  Jones, 
Sr.,  was  a  man  of  more  than  t)rdinary  ability,  a 
thorough  business  man  and  well  posted  on  all  the 
topics  of  the  day. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Burlington 
with  his  parents  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  city,  the  advantages  of  which  he  re- 
ceived until  the  death  of  his  father.  He  then  en- 
tered the  store  of  C'oolbaugh  &  Gear,  as  clerk,  and 
continued  with  that  firm  untd  the}'  went  into  the 
wholesale  grocery  trade,  when  he  found  emploj'- 
ment  with  Alfred  Clark,  then  in  the  dry-goods 
trade,  continuing  therewith  until  Mr.  Clark's  death. 


He  was  then  emploj'ed  in  the  Hawkeye  Mills  of 
Putnam  &  Co..  as  clerk,  for  a  short  time,  and,  get- 
ting a  little  insight  into  grain-buying,  concluded  to 
try  his  luck  in  the  grain  trade.  A  few  months 
sufficed  to  convince  him  that  he  had  made  a  per- 
manent deposit  of  what  little  monej'  he  had,  and 
must  look  elsewhere  for  the  future. 

In  December,  18,56,  in  company  with  W.  D.  Mc- 
Cord  and  D.  N.  Smith,  with  a  two-horse  wagon, 
our  subject  started  for  Plattsmouth,  Neb.  On  his 
arrival  he  took  a  claim  and  went  to  work,  but  soon 
expended  all  his  ready  money,  and  later  accepted 
a  situation  in  the  trading-store  of  W.  Garrison,  of 
Plattsmouth,  where  he  remained  until  a  better 
position  was  offered  him  in  the  larger  and  more 
pretentious  establishment  of  Tootle  &  Hanna.  About 
this  time  the  Pike's  Peak  fever  broke  out,  and  the 
firm  having  confidence  in  his  honesty  and  ability, 
placed  him  in  charge  of  a  slock  of  miners'  supplies 
and  outfitting.  Not  long  afterward  the  border 
ruffian  troubles  of  18C1  became  very  prominent, 
and  deeming  their  stock  unsafe,  Tootle  &  Hauna 
sent  him  with  the  entire  stock  to  Denver.  Arriving 
in  that  city  in  the  winter  of  1861,  he  opened  the 
first  large  exclusively  dry-goods  house  in  Colorado, 
an  establishment  tliat  made  money  for  its  owners. 
His  health  being  impaired,  Mr.  Jones  soon  after- 
ward went  on  a  short  trip  to  Salt  Lake  Citj',  and 
assisted  in  surveying  the  route  long  known  as  the 
Ben  Holiday  Overland  Stage  Line.  Before  he  re- 
turned to  Denver  the  bank  In  which  his  small  sav- 
ings were  deposited  suspended,  which,  though 
somewhat  discouraging,  did  not  dishearten  him. 
Returning  to  Denver,  he  remained  with  Tootle  & 
Hanna  until  1863,  when,  having  accumulated  a  fair 
sum  of  money,  he  formed  a  partnership  witii  N. 
Campbell,  both  of  them  putting  every  dollar  they 
had  into  a  stock  of  gi'oceries.  A  day  or  two  after 
they  emliarked  in  this  venture,  encouraged  by  a 
fine  trade,  they  purchased  goods  on  credit  to  the 
amount  of  $4,000.  This  purchase  had  hardly  been 
stored  when  Denver's  big  fire  swept  over  them,  and 
out  of  their  entire  stock  only  about  $500  worth  of 
goods  were  saved.  With  characteristic  pluck,  with 
only  that  small  remnant  of  their  stock,  and  with 
$4,000  of  debt  hanging  over  them,  the  firm  at  once 
entered  into  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof 
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brick  building,  two  stories  high,  25x125  feet  in 
dimensions,  to  be  completed  within  three  months, 
under  a  penalty  of  8250  for  each  day  longer  that 
the  work  should  remain  unfinished.  Success  now 
began  to  crown  their  efforts,  and  in  a  comparatively 
short  time  the  firm  had  extended  their  trade  through- 
out Colorado  and  the  adjoining  Territories.  They 
continued  their  business  successfully  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  when  they  sold  out  their  mercantile 
business,  retaining  some  valuable  interests  in  gold, 
silver  and  coal  mines  in  the  Territorj'. 

Mr.  Jones  then  came  to  his  old  home  in  Burling- 
ton, his  former  partner  making  iiis  home  in  New 
York.  Soon  after  reachnig  this  city,  in  company 
with  Dr.  J.  J.  Ransom,  he  made  a  trip  to  Europe, 
spending  some  months  in  visiting  the  most  noted 
])laces  on  that  continent.  Returning  home,  he  made 
considerable  investments  in  real  estate,  purchasing 
the  old  residence  property  of  Dr.  Lowe,  on  the 
west  side  of  Main  street,  between  Jefferson  and 
Washington,  on  the  site  of  which  he  erected  four 
valuable  store  buildings.  He  also  acquired  the 
large  four-story  building  on  the  southeast  corner  of 
Third  and  Jefferson  streets,  tlie  double  building  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Fourth  and  Jefferson  streets, 
a  considerable  amount  of  unimproved  property  on 
Fourth  street  south  of  Market,  and  other  buildings 
and  real  estate.  Mr.  Jones  was  one  of  the  stockiiolders 
and  organizers  of  the  German-American  Savings 
Bank,  and  in  1882  became  its  President.  He  was 
very  active  in  promoting  the  interests  of  that  in- 
stitution, and  to  his  untiring  personal  efforts,  in  a 
very  large  degree,  was  due  its  fine  record  among 
the  financial  institutions  of  Burlington  and  Iowa, 
a  success  that  has  not  been  diminished  in  carrying 
out  his  pet  ambition  in  the  erection  of  the  splendid 
building  in  which  the  bank  is  now  located.  Mr. 
Jones  was  also  a  stockholder  in  a  prosperous  Chicago 
bank,  and  his  possessions  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  Chicago,  June  12,  1887,  were 
estimated  at  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars. 

To  Mr.  Jones,  as  much  as  to  any  otlier  man,  the 
city  of  Burlington  is  indel)ted  for  its  fine  opera 
house.  It  was  largely  due  to  his  munificence  and 
energy  that  the  company  was  organized,  and  the 
scheme  of  building  put  into  execution.  He  was 
from    the  first  a    Director  and    a  member  of    the 


Executive  Committee  and  Chairman  of  the  Build- 
ing Committee.  His  good  judgment  helped  greatly 
in  giving  to  the  city  probably  its  finest  public 
building.  As  a  business  man  Mr.  Jones  had  no 
superior,  and  as  a  landlord  it  is  said  of  him  that 
he  was  always  popular  with  his  tenants  because  he 
cared  for  their  interests.  He  never  waited  to  be 
asked  to  make  any  necessary  repairs  where  they 
might  be  needed,  but  as  soon  as  observed  had  the 
work  done.  In  consequence  of  this  fact  his  build- 
iiigs  were  seldom  idle.  In  commei'cial  transactions 
he  W.1S  shrewd,  searching  and  far-seeing,  qualities 
which  commended  him  to  capitalists,  manufacturers, 
merchants  and  others,  who  often  sought  his  counsel 
about  their  business  affairs.  Many  a  poor  man  or 
citizen  of  moderate  means  also  counseled  with  him 
and  received  friendly  help  at  his  hands. 

Mr.  Jones  was  a  man  of  marked  individuality'  of 
character;  positive  in  his  convictions,  firm,  decisive 
and  independent  in  his  judgments,  and  resolute  and 
indefatigable  in  carrying  out  his  plans.  His  brusque- 
ness  of  manner  sometimes  led  people  to  misjudge 
him,  but  underneath  the  brusque  exterior  was  a 
kindliness  of  nature,  a  broad,  hospitable,  sj-mpathiz- 
ing  heart.  His  real  nature  iu  these  attributes  of 
character  was  strongly  illustrated  in  the  wealth  of 
affection  he  had  for  the  home  circle.  He  'never 
married,  but  for  his  mother  nothing  was  too  good, 
no  attention  too  lavish.  For  her  and  lier  gentle 
ways  and  quiet  life  his  admiration  knew  no  bounds, 
and  for  her  devoted  Christian  life  he  had  the  most 
profound  respect.  For  his  brother  Wesley  and  for 
his  sisters  he  had  a  like  depth  of  affection,  and  was 
alwaj's  seeking  some  way  to  contribute  to  their 
happiness.  For  his  nieces  and  other  relatives  and 
friends  the  same  thoughtful  care  was  manifested, 
affording  an  example  in  this  respect  in  a  world  not 
too  redundant  with  family  ties,  which  may  well  be 
studii'd  and  followed  by  his  fellow-men.  Upon 
coming  home,  after  closing  out  his  business  affairs 
in  Denver,  Mr.  Jones  made  his  home  with  his 
mother,  in  the  residence  property  on  the  corner  of 
Third  and  Court  streets.  With  them  lived  Mrs.  Vir- 
ginia McCord,  his  eldest  sister,  whose  husband  ac- 
companied him  on  his  first  departure  for  the  West, 
and  who  was  drowned  from  a  steamer  at  Platts- 
mouth,  soon  after  reaching  that   place.     His  aged 
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mother  flied  in  April.  ]  8H4,  but  Mrs.  McCord  con- 
tinuerl  to  make  a  home  for  him  where  tlieir  home 
had  been  so  long.  The  members  of  the  family  now 
living  are:  Mrs.  Thomas  Duncan.  Mrs.  William  A. 
Moriison  and  Miss  Laura  .lones. 

Mr.  .Tones  was  a  Mason  of  high  rank,  a  worthy 
Knight  Templar.  Taken  all  in  all,  he  was  a  citizen 
who  left  more  than  an  ordinary  impress  upon  the 
community  in  whith  he  lived  and  with  whose  in- 
terests he  was  so  long  identified.  On  the  death  of 
Mr.  Jones,  the  Directors  of  the  (ierman- American 
Savings  Bank  pa.ssed  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution  : 

Where.\s,  This  morning  the  vacant  chair  of  our 
respected  President  vividly  impresses  us  that  its 
late  occu])ant,  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Jones,  will  no  more 
preside  over  or  take  part  in  our  deliberations; 

And  Whereas,  Realizing  that  the  Bank  has,  as  an 
institution,  and  each  officer  and  member  of  this 
Board  of  Directors,  as  individuals,  has  in  his  death 
lost  an  honorable,  capable  and  efficient  officer,  and 
Brm  friend  :  Therefore. 

Resolved,  That  with  profound  respect  this  Board 
of  Directors  hereby  record  their  sincere  sorrow  at  the 
loss  of  one  who  was  a  personal  friend  to  each  and 
all  of  us,  and  to  whose  cajjable,  efficient  and  judi- 
cious direction  much  of  the  success  of  this  Bank  is 
due;  that  the  sincere  synii)atliy  of  each  and  every 
officer  and  member  of  this  Board  of  Directors  be 
and  is  hereby  tendered  his  family;  that  on  the  day 
of  his  funeral  the  Bank  will  notopen  until  one  o'clock 
p.  51. ;  and  that  all  join  in  showing  proper  respect 
to  his  memory  by  attending  the  funeral. 


HARLES  a.  DAVIS,  deceased,  who  was  one 
of  Burlington's  most  worthy  and  respected 
jjfj  citizens,  was  born  in  Frankfort,  Waldo  Co., 
Me.,  Dec.  23,  1.S26,  and  was  a  son  of  Abel  and 
Betsy  (McGlathry)  Davis,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Maine,  the  mother  being  of  Irish  descent. 
The  family  remained  upon  the  farm  near  Frank- 
fort until  1847.  and  there  our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood, receiving  his  education  in  the  (listrict  schools. 
In  that  year  they  removed  to  Shelxjj-gan  County, 
Wis.,  where  the  father  purchased   land,  and   there 


the  parents  lived  and  died.  Abel  Davis  was  a 
public-spirited  man,  taking  an  active  interest  in  all 
enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  people.  Mis  death 
occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  his  wife,  who  w.as 
a  consistent  Christian  lady,  d^-ing  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two. 

Our  subject  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  She- 
bt)yg.an  County.  Wis.,  at  which  he  worked  until 
1875.  He  was  in  the  cm|)loy  of  the  Government 
during  1862,  and  was  engaged  in  erecting  hospitals 
at  Memphis,  Tenn.  He  was  taken  sick  and  returned 
home,  but  immediately  after  his  recovery  enlisted 
in  October,  1863,  in  Company  K,  1st  Wisconsin 
Heavy  Artiller}'.  He  bravely  fought  in  defense  of 
the  Staj'S  and  Stripes  that  now  float  so  proudly  over 
our  Nation,  until  the  close  of  the  war,  passing  through 
many  thrilling  scenes  and  enduring  no  little  hard- 
ship. 

Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Hingham, 
Wis.,  with  Mary  J.  Tibbitts,  July  4,  1850.  She 
was  a  native  of  Frankfort,  Me.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Clark)  Tibbitts,  both  of  whom 
were  also  natives  of  tli.at  State,  but  moved  to  She- 
boygan County  in  1844.  Her  father's  occupation 
was  that  of  a  farmer,  and  he  was  the  father  of  ten 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy:  Lemuel, 
who  served  three  3'e:irs  in  the  late  war;  Waldo,  Ar- 
tliur  and  Horace  were  members  of  the  1st  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry,  the  former  being  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Stone  River,  was  taken  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  he  died  and  was  buried  in  the  National  Cem- 
etery at  that  place;  Amos  resides  upon  the  old 
homestead  in  Shebo3'gan  County,  W^is;  Horace  is  a 
resident  of  that  county;  Arthur  lives  in  Galesville, 
Wis.;  Hilliard  died  at  the  age  of  fort3\  of  consump- 
tion ;  and  Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of  Wilson  Morrill,  a 
farmer  of  Frontier  County,  Neb. 

Charles  A.  Davis  and  his  young  wife  resided  in 
Sheboygan  County  until  1867,  when  he  decided  to 
cast  his  lot  in  the  Far  W^est,  and  consequently'  re- 
moved to  Clarinda.  Page  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  pur- 
chased land  and  developed  a  farm,  making  a 
beautiful  home.  Wishing  to  educate  their  children, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  removed  to  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  in 
1871,  residing  there  for  four  years,  and  in  1875 
becanie  residents  of  Burlington.  He  engaged  in  the 
fuel  business  in  comi)any  with  a  Mr.  Johnson,  whicii 
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partnership  lasted  about  a  3'oar,  when  it  was  dis- 
solved, and  the  Burlington  Fuel  Company  was  or- 
ganized, and  Mr.  Davis  was  elected  President, 
holding  that  position  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Aug.  9,  1885.  This  business  has  since  been  car- 
ried on  by  his  son.  Mr.  Davis  was  one  of  Bur- 
lington's best  known  business  men,  a  peaceful 
citizen,  an  earnest  upholder  of  the  elements  of  law 
order,  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  which  he  ever  stood  ready  to  defend.  He 
was  honest  and  true  in  all  things,  a  kind  father  and 
loving  husband,  and  many  a  poor  family  have  been 
made  happj'  over  the  unpretending,  but  neverthe- 
less bountiful,  gifts  received  from  his  hand.  He 
was  unwavering  in  his  support  of  the  temperance 
principles,  and  socially  belonged  to  the  G.  A.  R., 
A.  O.  U.  W.  and  V.  A.  S.  The  loving  wife,  who 
shared  his  joys  and  sorrows  for  over  thirty  j'ears, 
and  two  children  were  left  to  mourn  their  loss.  His 
son,  Mr.  A.  E.  Davis,  is  the  present  .Secretary  of 
the  Burlington  Fuel  Company.  On  the  17lh  of 
December,  1884,  he  married  Miss  Hannah  Stock- 
barger,  of  Cuba,  III.,  bj'  whom  he  has  two  children. 
Loie  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  at  Burlington, 
June  19.  1883,  with  Mr.  William  M.  Ege,  who  is 
a  highly-respected  citizen  and  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
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OTTLEY  S.  HAM  MACK,  attorney  at  law 
of  the  Peace  of  Burlington 
es  Moines  Cd.,  Iowa,  was  born 
in  Mercer  County,  111.,  Sept.  3.  1855,  and  is  the 
son  of  Ephraim  and  Ellen  (Moseley)  Hammack. 
His  father  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Ind.,  and 
was  of  English  descent,  while  his  mother  was  born 
in  Illinois,  of  Southern  parentage,  her  father  being 
a  Tennesseean  and  her  mother  a  Kentuckian. 

Nottley  S.  Hammack  was  educated  at  the  Bap- 
tist College  of  Burlington,  and  engaged  in  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Hammack,  Howard  &  Virgin, 
of  that  citj',  and  after  nearly  four  years  of  study  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1880.  entering  upon  the 
l)ractice  of  his  profession  at  Burlington.  His  mar- 
riage occurred  in  that  city,  Sept.  29.  1881.  Miss 
Molly    J.   Bramhall  becoming   his  wife.     She   was 
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born  at  Roseville,  Warren  Co.,  III.,  is  a  daughter 
of  J.  H.  and  Mariette  Bramhall,  and  came  to  Bur- 
lington with  her  parents  in  1872.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hammack  have  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daugh- 
ter— Edwin  D.  was  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Oct.  25,  1882;  and  the  daughter,  Edith  C.  was 
born  at  the  same  place,  Jul}-  27.  1886.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Hammack  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  is  now 
serving  his  third  terra  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and,  being  a  young  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
abilit}',  well  deserves  the  respect  tendered  by 
those  who  know  him. 


^^  HARLES  T.  PATTERSON,  Superintendent 
(11  n  "^^  '''"^  Burlington  Street  Railway  Company, 
^^^  office  corner  of  Summer  and  Dodge  streets. 
(See  sketch  of  Railway  Company  elsewhere  in  this 
work.)  Mr.  Patterson  is  a  native  of  Burlington, 
the  son  of  Hon.  John  and  Martha  (Darbershire) 
Patterson.  His  father  was  born  near  Cumberland, 
Md.,  and  was  of  Finglish  and  Scotch  descent. 
Charles  T.  was  raised  on  a  farm  and  continued  in 
that  work  until  1874,  when  he  accepted  the  position 
he  now  holds.  He  was  married,  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  Ma3'  18,  1872,  to  Miss  Nettie  Arrowsmith. 
daughter  of  John  Anowsmith.  She  was  born  near 
Urbana,  Ohio,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Iowa 
in  childhood.  Mr.  Patterson  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  served  one  term  in  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Burlington.  A  good  business  man,  he  has 
made  the  street  railwaj'  a  success. 


I^i\^'^^^^  NEES,  proprietor  of  Flora  Garden, 
111  resides  on  Starr  avenue,  north  of  Mason 
street,  Burlington,  Iowa.  He  began  busi- 
ness in  1869  at  his  jiresent  garden,  which 
consists  of  four  acres  of  ground,  well  cultivated  and 
stocked  with  flowers,  fruits,  shrubs  and  vegetables. 
He  has  3.000  feet  of  glass  in  his  greenhouse,  has  over 
20.000  potted  plants,  and  is  doing  a  good  business. 
Mr.  Nees  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  born  at 
Scliauffenberg.      He  attended   school  until  twenty- 
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one  years  of  age,  and  in  the  year  1851,  emigrated 
to  America,  making  his  home  in  St.  Louis.  On  the 
5th  of  September,  1861,  in  that  city,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Reiswick,  who  was 
born  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  and  came  to  America^ 
Jan.  12,  1860.  They  have  been  tlie  parents  of 
twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living;  Emma, 
born  June  21.  1862;  William  married  Lizzie  Helu- 
dahl,  and  resides  In  this  city;  Rosa,  born  in  1867; 
Oscar.  Jan.  5,  1868;  Blanche,  March  13,  1869; 
Jennie,  Jan.  4.  1871;  Arthur,  Feb.  4,  1874;  and 
Peter,  Dec.  11,  1878.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nees  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he  is  an 
Independent. 


^;  EDEDIAH  BENNETT,  senior  partner  of  the 
firm  of  Bennett  &  Frantz,  carriage  manufac- 
turers of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  what 
is  now  Lawrenceburg,  Dearl3orn  Co.,  Ind- 
He  was  reared  in  Union  County,  In  that  State,  where 
lie  learned  the  carriage-making  trade.  As  soon  as 
his  term  ol  apprenticeship  was  completed,  he  came 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  arriving  in  the  city  in  the 
spring  of  1842.  He  is  a  pioneer  carriage  manufac- 
turer of  Des  Moines  County.  He  worked  one  year 
as  a  journej-man  In  a  carriage  shop,  and  then  opened 
a  shop  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Stoddard,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Stodd.ird  &  Bennett.  One  year  later 
the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Bennett  en- 
gaged in  business  alone,  opening  a  carriage  shop 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Washington 
streets. 

Mr  Bennett  was  married  in  August  of  the  same 
year  (1844),  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Richardson,  daughter 
of  Joshua  R.  Richardson.  Mrs.  Bennett  is  a  native 
of  Logan  County,  Ohio.  Four  children  were  born 
of  their  union,  only  one  of  whom  lived  to  maturit}', 
a  son,  Edwin  A.,  who  was  killed  by  the  cars,  in 
Iowa,  in  March,  1875. 

Wlicn  Mr.  Bennett  began  the  carriage  business  at 
Burlington,  he  started  with  limited  means,  his  prin- 
cipal capital  being  liis  skill  as  a  mechanic.  During 
the  early  years  of  his  business  career  lie  had  three 
competitors,  but  when  the  cholera  of  1861  broke 
out  in  Burlington,  all  three    were  victims  of   the 


scourge,  while  he  alone  escaped.  His  works  were 
enlarged  as  his  trade  developed,  he  remaining  at 
his  old  stand  fo*r  twelve  years,  when  he  removed  to 
the  site  of  his  present  factory,  and  in  1864  John 
Frantz  became  a  partner,  as  before  stated. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  of 
strong  prohibition  sentiments.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Bennett  has  now  been  a  resident  of  Burlington  for 
fort3'-six  years,  nearly  half  a  century.  He  is  widely 
known,  both  in  the  city  and  surrounding  country-, 
as  a  hard-working,  industrious,  sober  and  moral 
man,  upright  and  honorable  in  his  dealings  and  of 
unquestioned  Integrity.  He  has  built  up  an  impor- 
tant and  industry  from  small  beginnings,  and  has 
aided  materially  in  the  improvement  and  develop- 
ment of  the  city. 


4^ 


FREDERICK  N.  SMITH,  a  farmer  residing 
on  section  28,  Washington  Township,  was 
born  in  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  Aug  28, 
1850,  and  is  the  second  son  of  A.  J.  and  Jane  (West- 
fall)  Smith.  The  father  was  born  in  Virginia,  and 
his  parents  were  earlj' settlers  in  Hancock  County, 
Ind.  When  he  was  a  young  man  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Des  Moines  Count)',  Iowa,  when  It  was  j'et 
a  Territory.  He  made  the  journey  from  Indiana  to 
this  county  with  an  ox-team,  and  had  only  $65  In 
money,  with  which  he  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land. 
He  added  to  this  until  he  owned  2.000  acres  of  fine 
land,  which  he  divided,  giving  each  of  his  children 
a  farm.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
County  Commissioners,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  still 
residing  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  where  they 
are  higlily  esteemed  as  citizens. 

On  the  24th  of  Decemt)er,  1874,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Beck,  of 
Pleasant  Grove  Township,  who  is  a  daughter  of 
Conrad  Beck,  a  large  land  owner.  Three  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union,  two  of  whom  are 
living — William  G.  and  Justice  C.  Webster  died 
at  the  age  of  two  and  one-h.alf  years.  The  first  land 
which  Mr.  Smith  purchased  consisted  of  an  elglitj'- 
acre  tract  on  section  28,  in  Washington  Township, 
which  comprises  part  of  his  present  farm,  although 
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he  has  added  to  it  until  lie  now  has  400  acres  in 
Washington  Township,  and  about  100  acres  in 
Pleasant  Grove  Township.  His  home  is  one  of  the 
most  pleasantly  situated  in  the  county,  and  every- 
thing upon  his  land  shows  him  to  be  a  thrifty,  sys- 
tematic and  energetic  farmer.  He  has  recently  had 
a  new  barn  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,000,  and 
his  cuttle  and  horses  are  all  thoroughbred  and  high 
grade.  Since  he  was  fifteen  years  old  Mr.  .Smith 
has  bought  and  shipped  stuck,  in  which  he  has  been 
quite  successful,  and  now  makes  a  specialty  of  the 
Polled  Angus  cattle.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Town- 
shi|)  Board,  having  held  that  office  for  five  years, 
and  is  active  in  making  out  the  township  and 
county  tickets.  Politicallj".  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  partly,  and  has  been  a  Mason  since  his 
twenty-first  year.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
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<if/OHN  BERNARD,  of  Bernard  Bros.  &  Mer- 
cer, wliolesale  and  retail  dealers  in  marble, 
was  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  May  20,  1852, 
aud  is  a  sun  of  Cornelius  and  Sarah  (Root) 
Bernard.  He  received  a  common-school  education, 
and  remained  upon  the  farm  until  he  attained  his 
majorit}'.  For  several  j'ears  he  taught  school  in 
the  winter,  working  upon  the  farm  the  during  sum- 
mer, and  in  April,  1878,  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  Des  Moines  County,  with  Miss  Mary  Crites,  a 
daughter  of  B.  F.  Crites.  Mrs.  Bernard  was  born 
in  Benton  Township,  Des  Moines  County.  Three 
children  were  born  of  tlicir  marriage,  two  daughters 
and  a  son:  Josephiue,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of 
four  j'ears;  Olive  is  seven  years  of  age  and  Frank 
four.  For  two  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Ber- 
nard was  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  1880  entered 
the  service  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  <fe 
Northern  Railroad  Company,  continuing  in  their 
employ  for  three  years.  He  then  took  a  course  at 
Elliott's  Business  College,  and  this  being  completed 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Donahue.  McCosh  &  Co., 
as  its  book-keeper,  in  October,  1883.  Mr.  Bernard 
held  that  position  until  the  formation  of  the  present 
firm  and  their  purchase  of  the  stock  and  outfit  of 
Donahue,  McCosh  &  Co.     Mr.  Bernard  is  a  Demo- 


crat in  politics,  and  has  made  his  home  in  Burling- 
ton since  leaving  the  farm  in  1880.  He  is  regarded 
as  a  j'oung  business  man  of  strict  integrity,  pos- 
sessed of  those  qualities  which  command  success. 


'VAN  F.  EVANS,  contractor  and  builder  of 
||*<,  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Montgomery- 
/lL=^/  shire,  Wales.  Sept.  12,1837.  His  parentsare 
Evan  and  Mary  (Brees)  Evans,  both  of  whom  are 
also  natives  of  AVales.  They  are  still  residing  in 
that  country,  and  tliree  other  members  of  the  fam- 
ily' are  yet  living:  John,  residing  in  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land ;  Jane  and  Elizabeth,  both  residents  of  their 
native  countrj-.  Mr.  Evans,  Sr  ,  is  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  as  soon  as  our  subject  was  large  enough 
to  handle  the  tools,  he  was  set  to  wurk  to  learn  the 
business,  and,  having  talent  in  that  direction,  in  a 
little  time  became  a  first-class  workman.  Growing 
to  manhood,  in  1866  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Catherine  Richards,  and  two  j'ears  later 
the  young  couple  emigrated  to  America,  locating 
in  Iowa,  where  the  husband  soon  found  eniplu}'- 
ment.  In  1873,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Bur- 
lington, working  as  a  journeyman  for  a  few  j-ears, 
and  then  commenced  contracting,  erecting  some  of 
the  substantial  buildings  of  the  citj',  among  which 
are  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Postoffice  Build- 
ing, together  with  the  residences  of  Messrs.  Critten- 
den, McArthur  and  R.  M.  Green. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  are  the  parents  of  five  living 
children — Daniel  R.,  Thomas  W.,  Nellie,  May  and 
Frances.  The}'  arc  people  highly  respected  in  the 
community  where  they  reside,  and  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  Politically,  Mr.  Evans 
is  a  Republican. 


W       EWIS    B.    SEEDS,   residing  on  section  31, 

il  (^  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des  Moines  Coun- 
/ii=^^  ty,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  Sept.  7,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Harvey  and 
Mary  Ann  (Hatten)  Seeds,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Our  subject  came 
to  this  county  in  1852  with  his  parents,  who  settled 
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on  a  farm  near  Kossuth,  where  he  was  reared, 
receiving  his  early  education  at  the  district  schools, 
later  pursuing  a  course  in  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versitj'  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  On  the  4th  of  May,  1871, 
the  marriage  of  L.  B.  Seeds  and  Mary  J.  Frame 
was  celebrated.  She  is  a  native  of  this  count}',  and 
a  daughter  of  W.  J.  Frame.  Shortly  after  their 
marriage  the  young  couple  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a  farm,  consisting  of  eight}'  acres  of  sec- 
tion 32  of  Yellow  Spring  Township,  which  Mr. 
Seeds  had  purch.ased,  and  there  the}'  resided  for  ten 
years,  and  then  removed  to  section  31,  where  they 
still  live.  The  farm,  consisting  of  235  acres,  is  one 
of  the  most  finely  cultivated  in  the  township. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Seeds:  George  Franklin,  born  F'eb.  22,  1872;  Cora 
M. ;  Stella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  and 
Harvey  Milton.  Mr.  Seeds  commenced  the  breed- 
ing of  Jersey  cattle  in  1886,  and  now  has  six  head 
of  registered  stock,  together  with  fine-grade  horses. 
He  is  an  energetic  farmer,  and  one  of  the  highly- 
respected  citizens  of  the  county.  He  and  his  wife 
are    both    members   of    the    Methodist    Episcopal 

Church. 
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<jj\  j^ILLIAM  C.  BERRY,  a  prominent  farmer 
residing  on  section  27,  Franklin  Township. 
Des  Moines  Co..  Iowa,  and  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  1835.  was  born  in  Wilson  County, 
Tenn.,  June  23,  1811.  He  was  the  only  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Campbell)  Berry,  the  former 
a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee. 
The  mother,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  died  in  1813,  when  our  subject  was  but  two 
years  of  age,  and  John  Berry  was  again  married — 
Miss  Elvira  Harris  becoming  his  wife.  She  is  also  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Karris.  To  them  were  born  the  following:  Samuel, 
a  farmer,  who  makes  his  home  with  his  children  in 
Republic  County,  Kan.;  James,  Henderson  and 
Travis  died  in  Lawrence  County,  111.;  Lydia  J.  is 
the  wife  of  Peter  Shuck,  a  resident  of  Silverton, 
Ore.;  Sarah,  wife  of  Jacob  Shuck,  wiiose  home  is  in 
Oskaloosa,  Iowa;  John  P.  is  a  farmer  in  Washing- 
ton Territory,  was  a  member  of  the  30th  Iowa  In- 


fantry, and  served  three  years.  In  1814  the  parents 
of  our  subject  removed  from  Tennessee  to  Law- 
rence County,  111.,  where  they  remained  until  1822, 
and  then  became  residents  of  Monroe  County,  Ind. 
Until  1837  the  father  made  his  home  in  that  county, 
but  at  that  time  he  concluded  to  follow  the  course 
of  Western  emigration,  and  settled  in  Union  Town- 
ship, Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  his  son,  William  C, 
being  already  a  resident  of  the  county,  and  there 
he  resided  until  1849.  Once  more  he  changed  his 
place  of  residence,  this  time  settling  in  Mahaska 
County,  Iowa,  where  his  death  occurred  Aug.  28, 
1869.  For  many  years  he  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  in  his  death  that  body 
lost  one  of  its  most  active  workers  and  truest  men. 

The  education  of  William  C.  Berry  being  re- 
ceived in  a  new  country  was  necessarily  limited, 
and  was  obtained  in  tlie  common  schools  of  Indi- 
ana. At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  home  to  engage 
in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  after  its  close  he  re- 
turned to  Indiana,  remaining  until  about  the  year 
1833,  when  he  went  to  Tazewell  County,  111.  The 
following  year  he  made  a  trip  to  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  and  was  much  pleased  with  the 
country.  He  then  returned  to  his  home  in  Indiana, 
and  in  1835  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  a 
a  claim,  consisting  of  160  acres  of  land,  upon  which 
he  has  resided  ever  since.  Thus,  for  over  a  half- 
century,  he  has  been  one  of  Des  Moines  County's 
citizens.  At  the  time  of  his  location,  the  country 
was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  inhabited  by 
wild  beasts,  wild  fowls  and  roving  bands  of  Indians. 
The  trail  of  the  Red  Men  is  now  laid  with  iron 
bands,  the  wigwams  and  log  cabins  have  given 
place  to  commodious  I'esidences,  fine  school-houses 
and  elegant  churches.  Mr.  Berry,  like  the  other 
pioneers  of  those  days,  endured  patiently  the  toil 
and  privation  of  frontier  life,  and  aided  largely  in 
the  development  of  the  county.  The  claim  which 
he  purchased  had  no  improvements  but  a  small  log 
cabin,  which  has  long  since  given  way  to  a  hand- 
some two-story  farm  residence.  Good  barns,  out- 
buildings, and  other  improvements  have  been  made, 
and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  culti- 
vated farms  in  Franklin  Township. 

On  the  ist  of  November,  1838,  Mr.  Berry  and 
Miss    Elizabeth    Boner,    a    native    of    Ohio,    were 
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united  in  marriage,  but  tlie  f()llo^ving  year  the 
young  wife  was  callefl  to  lier  final  liorae.  Siie  was 
a  member  of  tlie  Metliodist  Episcopal  Cluircli.  Mr. 
Berry  was  again  married — Miss  Mary  Ping,  who  was 
born  in  Pulaski  County,  Ky.,  Oct.  18,  1819,  becom- 
ing his  wife.  -She  is  a  daughter  of  Bowlin  and 
Sophia  (Barnes)  Ping,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  KentucUy,  though  they  became  residents  of 
Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  in  1839. 
They  liave  both  de|)arted  this  life,  the  father  d^'ing 
in  1874.  the  mother  in  1 801,  and  both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  have  been  parents  of  eleven 
children:  .John  B.,  who  was  a  member  of  the  30th 
Iowa  Infantry,  died  in  St.  Louis;  Sarah  J.  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  Stater,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased ;  Eliza,  deceased ;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Lee  Gnlich, 
a  resident  of  Nebraska;  Elvira,  deceased ;  Samuel, 
a  carpenter  of  Mediapolis,  Iowa,  was  a  member  of 
the  8th  Iowa  Infantry;  Mattie  wedded  Perry  Young, 
a  resident  of  Mediapolis:  Henr^',  deceased;  Amer- 
ica, wife  of  a  farmer  of  Franklin  Township,  Des 
Moines  County:  William  C,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des  Moines 
County;  and  A<ldison  L.,  a  farmer  of  Flint  River 
Township.  Mrs.  Berry  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  Mr.  Berry  of  the  Christian  Church. 
He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  held  various  township  offices.  We  are 
pleased  to  present  this  sketch  of  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  the  county  and  his  family,  all  of  whom 
have  ever  been  counted  among  the  best  people  of 
Des  Moines  County. 


ylLLIAM  D.  CRAWFORD  is  a  f.armer  re- 
siding on  section  26,  Danville  Township, 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  For  many 
years  the  Crawford  name  has  been  one  of  the  best 
known  in  Southeast  Iowa  from  the  fact  that  early 
in  the  settlement  of  the  new  Territory  there  came 
several  families  of  the  name  but  of  no  relationship, 
who  settled  in  different  counties,  some  in  AVashing- 
ton,  some  in  Henry,  and  our  subject  in  Des  Moines. 
Of  this  gentleman,  who  has   for  many  years  been  a 

■^ 


resident,  we  are  glad  to  make  mention,  as  his  history 
is  full  of  enterprise  .as  an  agriculturist,  aTid  his  rec- 
ord as  a  man  and  kind  neighbor  a  most  enviable  one. 
He  was  born  in  Howard  County,  Mo.,  April  .5,  1822, 
and  is  a  son  of  .John  and  Jane  (Bozarth)  Crawford. 
John  was  born  in  Ayreshire,  Scotland,  and  in 
1818  left  his  native  land  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  Making  a  location  at  St.  Louis, 
he  secured  employment  with  a  farmer,  but  being 
a  weaver  by  trade,  made  but  an  ordiiiarj'  farm 
hand.  He  brought  a  small  amount  of  money  with 
him  from  Scotland,  and  after  remaining  onlj'  a  short 
time  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Louis,  started  westward 
through  Missouri,  and  secured  lands  in  Howard 
County,  which  he  probably  entered.  Being  a 
weaver,  and  the  settlers  greatly  in  need  of  his  ser- 
vices. John  Ci'awford  built  a  cabin  on  his  land, 
made  a  loom,  and  for  many  ye.ars  did  little  else  but 
weave.  His  lands  were  cleared  and  improved  by 
his  neighbors,  he  weaving  cloth  in  exchange  for 
labor,  and  his  farm  was  nicely  improved  during  his 
residence  in  Missouri,  though  his  own  ax  was  little 
used  in  its  development. 

John  Crawford's  wife  was  Jane  Bozarth,  of 
French  ancestry,  to  whom  he  was  married  about 
1820.  In  the  winter  of  1835  he  sold  his  Missouri 
farm,  removed  to  Morgan  County,  111.,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1 837  came  to  this  county,  settling  near 
Middletown,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son 
John.  At  that  date  the  village  was  not  thought  of, 
and  Burlington  was  but  a  small  town.  Not  a  cabin, 
fence  or  tree  ornamented  the  claim  taken  by  the 
canny  Scotchman,  and  the  first  cabin  was  erected 
after  the  family  came,  the}'  wailing  patiently  while 
logs  were  cut  on  the  Flint  River,  and  carted  to  the 
place  which  became  the  home  of  a  family  of  pio- 
neers in  the  new  Northwest.  The  claim  embraced 
about  117  acres,  which  was  taken  before  the  Gov- 
ernment surveys,  and  was  entered  by  John  Craw- 
ford at  the  first  land  sale  held  at  Burlington.  He 
later  purchased  other  lands,  and  for  a  yoke  of  cattle 
secured  a  strip  from  James  Cummings  adjoining 
his  west  line,  which  gave  him  almost  a  quarter- 
section. 

Quite  a  large  family  of  children  were  brought  to 
the  county  by  Mr.  Cravvford,  of  whom  William  D., 
our  subject,  was  the  oldest.     Washington  followed, 
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then  James,  Minerva  A.,  Absalom  J.,  Robert  C, 
John  F.,  Emily  and  Joseph.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Morgan  County,  111.,  and  Oliver,  Grandison  and 
Anderson  (twins),  and  Carlisle  were  born  in  this 
county.  While  there  were  many  mouths  to  feed, 
the  children  aided  largely  in  the  Improving  of  the 
new  farm.  Our  subject  when  but  fifteen  years  of 
age  could  drive  an  ox-team  with  all  the  ease  of  a 
robust  man,  and  many  broad  acres  of  sod  were  first 
turned  by  his  plow.  His  father  again  set  up  a  loom 
and  wove  cloth  for  manj'  years,  raising  the  flax  and 
wool,  and  at  that  early  da}'  the  materials  used  in 
making  the  clothes  of  the  famil}'  were  grown  and 
then  manufactured  upon  the  virgin  soil  of  Iowa. 
Both  John  Crawford  and  wife  were  devoted  Chris- 
tians, and  although  he  was  reared  in  the  Presby- 
terian faith  and  she  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  they  decided  to  join  the  Christian  Church 
in  this  county,  then  estal)lished  on  Spring  Creek, 
Union  Township.  Both  lived  and  died  members 
of  that  society,  he  reaching  the  age  of  sixty,  she 
surviving  him  until  almost  seventy-eight  years  of 
age. 

Of  their  children  we  speak  individualh',  as  all  the 
sons  were  well  known  farmers,  and  the  two  daugh- 
ters became  the  wives  of  farmers.  Washington  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Chapman, 
a  sister  of  the  wife  of  our  subject,  and  the  second 
wife  was  Mrs.  Martha  Lee,  who  had  one  son  by  her 
former  marriage,  Elias.  Washington  resides  in  Lee 
County,  and  is  the  owner  of  700  acres  of  land; 
James  M..  the  second  son,  resides  in  New  London, 
Henry  County,  and  owns  a  farm  adjoining  the  vil- 
lage, wedded  Ellen  Abney,  and  after  her  death  Mrs. 
Julia  Weller,  who  was  the  mother  of  two  children 
liy  her  first  husband ;  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  J.  N. 
McGohan,  a  resident  farmer  of  Danville  Township; 
Absalom  J.  died  unmarried;  Robert  C.  married 
Sarah  A.  Stevenson,  and  resides  in  Middletown; 
John  F.,  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead,  married 
Ann  Allison,  whose  death  occurred  in  the  winter  of 
1886;  Emily  became  the  wife  of  Morris  Bishop,  a 
resident  of  Danville  Township;  Joseph  died  un- 
married; Oliver  P.  married  Eliza  AV'^eller,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Danville  Township;  Grandison  married 
Martha  Gard,  and  is  also  a  resident  of  Danville 
Township;  Carlisle  enlisted  in  Company  G  of  the 


25th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  died  from  disease  while 
our  subject  was  bringing  him  home  from  the  hos- 
pital at  Memphis.  Perhaps  no  family  of  the  same 
number  have  lived  for  so  many  years  in  the  same 
locality  as  the  Crawfords,  all  of  whom  are  substan- 
tial farmers. 

As  we  have  now  mentioned  each  of  them,  we 
turn  again  to  our  subject,  William  D.,  now  a  man 
grown  gray  in  the  service,  and  who  has  since  his 
fifteenth  year  been  a  resilient  of  the  county.  His 
wife',  Margaret  Chapman,  was  born  in  Kincardine- 
shire in  the  south  of  Scotland,  Sept.  1,  1824.  Iler 
father,  Samuel  Chapman,  was  a  gamekeeper  for 
Capt.  Barclay.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Smeed,  and  the 
family  came  to  America  in  1831,  settling  in  1843 
where  Mrs.  William  Garden  now  resides.  That 
couple  have  been  residents  of  Van  Buren  County, 
Iowa,  since  1845,  and  are  yet  living  at  an  advanced 
age,  both  in  their  ninetieth  year.  They  were  par- 
ents of  thirteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  are  living. 

Having  a  neigiibor  near  whose  daughter  pleased 
him  greatly,  William  Crawford  .asked  for  the  hand 
of  Miss  Margaret  Chapman  in  marriage,  and,  secur- 
ing her  consent,  the  ceremony  was  celebrated  July 
25,  1844,  the  Rev.  John  Hodgen  officiating.  They 
began  life  in  the  most  primitive  manner,  and  the 
story  told  the  historian  of  the  domestic  life  com- 
menced without  a  dollar  in  money,  without  a  chair, 
a  bedstead,  a  table  or  cooking  stove,  sounds  almost 
fabulous  when  looking  over  the  broad  acres  so  finely 
cultivated,  and  beholding  tlie  great  barns,  the 
country-house,  complete  in  all  details,  and  with 
everything  in  keeping  which  a  man  of  means  pro- 
vides for  his  family.  Yet  all  these  were  notgained 
in  a  day,  a  month  or  a  year,  but  decade  followed 
decade,  and  William  Crawford  found  himself  grow- 
ing wealthy  as  he  advanced  in  years.  His  lands 
bring  him  an  abundant  increase,  and  his  flocks  and 
herds  are  numerous.  The  rented  farm  was  given 
up,  lands  were  purchased  with  the  profits  of  his 
labor,  and  310  acres  of  the  fertile  soil  are  his  to-day. 

Children  came  to  grace  their  home:  John  S.,  who 
wedded  Mrs.  Hannah  Morrow,  is  a  resident  of  War- 
ren County,  Iowa;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  J.  Fred  Swit- 
zer,  of  Clarke  County,  Iowa;  Jeanette,  wife  of  A.  C. 
Hooton,  of  Garden  City,  Kan. ;  Thomas  J.  wedded 
Emma  Bishop,  and  resides  in  Mitchell  Count}',  Kan. ; 
__..„^ _ ■» 
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Frank  P.,  residing  in  Henry  County,  wedded  Mary 
Cornic;  Emily  is  the  wife  of  Cliarles  Dewey,  of 
Lucas  County,  Iowa;  Ann  wedded  John  Brower,  a 
farmer  of  Danville  Township;  William  is  the  hus- 
band of  Effie  Linley,  who  is  now  acting  as  house- 
keeper for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford;  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  Alva  McCosh,  of  Danville  Township;  and 
David  O.  is  unmarried.  All  the  sons  and  daughters 
were  born,  reared,  educated  and  married  in  this 
township  except  John,  and  no  family  has  secured  a 
better  name  than  they.  Little  by  little  the  father 
accumulated  his  wealth,  but  has  been  liberal  in  its 
distribution  among  his  children. 

For  almost  half  a  century  William  Crawford  and 
his  good  wife  have  braved  together  the  summer's 
sunshine  and  the  winter's  storms,  and  their  hair  is 
now  flecked  with  gray.  Ripe  in  years,  they  can  look 
backward  upon  work  well  done.  Forty-one  grand- 
children carry  the  Crawford  blood  in  their  veins, 
and  also  one  great-grandchild,  Annie  M.,  the  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Sarah  (Crawford)  Darr.  Mrs. 
Crawford  is  a  member  of  the  Cliristian  Church,  but 
her  husband  is  a  liberal  thinker  in  a  theological  way. 
We  are  pleased  to  give  them  a  place  side  by  side 
with  those  of  their  old  neighbors,  by  whom  they 
have  lived  for  almost  a  half-century. 


1 ' 


'JOSHUA  HEIZER,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
in  Mediapolis,  Des  Moines  County.  Iowa, 
;  is  One  of  the  pioneer  settlers  and  prominent 
^^1^  citizens  of  Des  Moines  County.  He  first 
came  to  this  came  to  this  count}'  in  the  fall  of  1842, 
crossing  the  Mississippi  River  at  Burlington,  Oct. 
15  of  that  year.  At  that  time  the  country  was 
almost  an  unbroken  wilderness.  Indians  might 
frequently  be  seen  on  the  prairies,  and  all  kinds  of 
wild  game  abounded.  The  now  populous  city  of 
Burlington  was  then  but  a  small  village.  The 
work  of  civilization  and  progress,  which  now 
places  Des  Moines  County  among  the  first  of  the 
State,  was  carried  on  largely  by  these  early  pio- 
neers, of  whom  Mr.  Heizer  was  one  of  the  most 
active.  He  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va., 
Nov.  8,  1814,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Ware)  Heizer,  the  father  a  native  of  Virginia  and 


the  mother  of  Pennsylvania.  When  but  three 
j-ears  old  his  parents  removed  to  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  where  the  father  secured  land  and  made  a 
farm  in  the  forest,  residing  there  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  lie  reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  reached  maturity,  and  six  are  now 
living.  The  father  of  these  children  died  at  the 
fifty-two,  but  the  mother  survived  him  many 
years.  He  was  a  conservative  man  and  possessed 
excellent  business  faculties.  He  and  his  wife,  to- 
gether with  their  children,  were  members  of  the 
Prcsbj'terian  Church,  and  the  parents  were  both  of 
German  ancestry. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  farm  in  Ohio, 
and  what  limited  educational  advantages  he  re- 
ceived were  obtained  in  a  log  school-house.  He 
resided  with  his  mother  till  his  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred Aug.  30,  1837,  Miss  Isabel  Hughes  becom- 
ing his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Virginia  and  is  a 
daugliter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (McClair) 
Hughes,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Scotland. 
The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in  a 
cabin  which  had  been  purchased  and  removed  to  a 
part  of  the  father's  farm,  and  which  continued  to 
be  tlieir  home  for  a  j'ear.  At  tlie  expiration  of 
that  time  land  was  purchased  in  the  edge  of  the 
timber,  trees  were  cut  down,  and  there  the  family 
lived  for  three  years.  Deciding  to  go  West  in  the 
fall  of  1842  they  came  to  Des  Moines  County,  loca- 
ting at  Hickory  Point,  Yellow  Spring  Township. 
Mr.  Heizer  purchased  twenty-two  acres  of  timber 
land  on  section  20,  where  they  resided  for  the  first 
year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1843  he  became  the  owner 
of  forty  acres  of  raw  land  on  section  17.  A 
cabin  was  built  into  which  the  family  moved,  and 
the  ground  was  cleared  and  cultivated  until  it  is 
now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  The 
little  cabin  has  long  since  given  way  to  a  comfort- 
able dwelling,  and  more  land  was  added  to  the 
original  purchase  until  the  farm  became  IfiO  acres 
in  extent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heizer  have  had  four  children: 
Alexander,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  now  residing 
in  Lucas,  Iowa;  Harriet,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Jane, 
who  died  May  5,  1872,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years; and  Cyrus,  a  Unitarian  minister,  now  preach- 
ing at  Manchester,  N.   H.     On   the  1st  of   March, 
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1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heizer  left  their  farm  and  re- 
moved to  tlie  town  of  Mediapolis,  where  they  have 
since  continued  to  reside.  Both  have  been  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Presbjterian  Church  since 
childhood,  and  the  husband  has  held  the  office  of 
Deacon  for  thirty-five  years.  He  has  also  held 
several  township  offices  of  trusts,  is  Republican  in 
politics,  and  is  an  advocate  of  the  prohibition  laws. 
Mr.  Heizer's  success  in  life  has  been  due  to  his  own 
efforts.  Coming  to  this  county  poor  in  this  world's 
goods,  b^-  hard  work  he  was  enal)led  to  save  money 
enough  to  purchase  a  few  acres,  and  by  his  industry 
and  economy,  assisted  b}'  the  laliors  of  his  most 
estimable  wife,  he  at  lengtii  gained  a  most  com- 
fortable competency  and  in  his  old  age  can  reap 
the  rewards  of  a  well-spent  life.  AVith  two  sons 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  with  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  their  neighbors  and  the  good  will  of  all 
who  know  tliem,  this  worthy  couple  are  indeed 
"happily  situated. 

^AMES  J.  SPATCn,  Superintendent  of  the 
Steam  Supply'  Company,  was  born  in  Essex 
County,  Vt.,  April  23,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
'  Joseph  and  Emeline  (Phillips)  Spatch.  His 
father  was  born  in  Leeds,  England,  and  came  to 
America  as  a  cabin-boy  when  thirteen  years  of  age. 
He  continued  to  follow  the  sea  for  man}' years,  and 
was  promoted  to  master  of  a  vessel.  His  marriage 
with  Miss  "Phillips  occurred  in  Vermont,  her  native 
State,  and  after  many  years  he  retired  from  the  sea 
and  settled  in  New  England. 

James  J.  Spatch,  our  subject,  began  the  battle  of 
life  when  nine  years  of  age  In'  working  in  a  ship- 
yard in  New  Bedford,  Mass.  He  served  a  regular 
apprenticeship  in  the  ship-carpenter's  trade,  spent 
three  years  at  sea  and  received  a  certificate  .as  a 
first-cl.ass  engineer  and  ship-carpenter.  Coming 
West  in  1866,  Mr.  Spatch  located  at  Galesburg,  111., 
there  entering  tlie  service  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad  Companj'  as  engineer,  also 
serving  as  Roadmaster,  and  later  was  appointed 
Assistant  Superintendent  on  tlie  Peoria  Division. 
He  continued  in  the  employ  of  that  company  until 
1880,   when  he  came   to   Burlington,  and   engaged 


with  the  Burlington  Suppi}'  Company;  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1 883,  was  promoted  to  Superintendent  of  the 
works,  which  position  he  has  held  continuoush'  since, 
performing  the  duties  of  his  office  with  zeal  and 
ability,  and  great  satisfaction  to  the  company  and 
the  patrons  of  the  works  in  his  charge. 

The  inarruage  of  Mr.  Spatch  and  Miss  Minerva 
Holcomb  was  celebrated  in  Musgrove.  Knox  Co., 
111.,  Dec.  31,  1860.  She  was  born  at  Gallipolis, 
Gallia  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Joel  B.  Hol- 
cornb,  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Spatch  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Spatch  is  a 
veteran  of  tlie  late  Civil  War,  having  enlisted  in 
October,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Com  pan}' C.  11th 
Illinois  Cavalry,  was  regularlj'  promoted  from  the 
ranks  to  Captain,  and  served  under  Grant  at  the 
seige  of  Ft.  Donelson,  Ft.  Henry,  battle  of  Sliiloh, 
scige  of  Vicksburgand  Island  No.  10,  and  was  with 
Sherman  in  the  historic  March  to  the  Sea.  He  had 
three  ribs  shot  out  of  his  left  side  at  Shiloh,  and 
had  a  leg  twice  broken  by  a  shell  at  the  battle  of 
Pea  Ridge.  After  being  wounded  and  left  on  the 
field  of  battle,  he  crawled  into  the  woods,  cut  two 
crutches,  and  with  their  help  m.ide  his  wa}'  a  distance 
of  three  miles  to  a  place  of  refuge.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  July  31,  1865,  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  did  noble  service  for  his  countiy  and  was  always 
found  at  his  post  of  duty.  Mr.  Spatch  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church  ;  sociall}',  is  a  Master  Mason, 
a  member  of  the  Clay  pole  Lodge,  No.  13.  Ft.  Madi- 
son, Iowa;  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  member  of  Yate^ 
City  Lodge  No.  370,  Yates  City,  III.;  and  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics. 


eOL.  FABIAN  BRYDOLF.  a  veteran  sohlier 
of  two  wars,  and  a  landscape  artist  of  rare 
ability,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  in  Oster- 
gothland,  Nov.  28,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Anders  G.  Brydolf,  a  prominent  minister  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Our  subject  develo|)ed  a  talent 
for  art  in  his  j'outh  and  was  instructed  in  landscape 
painting  bj'  the  best  teachers  of  his  country,  pursu- 
ing that  as  a  profession  until  1841,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  America.  He  located  at  Cleveland.  Ohio, 
and  finding  no  demand   for  his  services  as  a  land- 
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scape  painter,  engaged  in  house  and  sign  painting 
by  wliicli  to  make  a  living.  Remaining  but  a  short 
time  at  Cleveland,  he  then  traveled  wcS'twnd 
working  at  his  trade  as  a  journeyman  in  various 
cities  until  1846,  when  he  reached  Builingtoii,  Iowa. 
Ho  came  to  this  State  as  an  interpreter  for  a  party 
of  his  countrymen,  who  having  just  arrived  in  this 
country  were  ignorant  of  the  English  language.  He 
assisted  the  party  to  secure  land  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Des  Moines,  and  was  about  to  return  East, 
when,  on  arriving  at  Burlington,  he  found  navi- 
gation closed  and  no  conveyance  available  except 
stages,  so  he  decided  to  remain  here  and  work  at 
his  trade. 

In  April,  1847,  Mr.  Brydolf  was  seized  with  a 
desire  to  become  a  soldier,  and  enlisted  for  the 
Mexican  War  in  the  15th  Regiment  Regulars,  U.  S. 
A,  under  Capt.  Guthrie,  and  was  in  active  service 
in  Mexico,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Contre- 
ras,  Cherubusco,  Molina  del  Rey,  Chapultepec,  and 
many  minor  engagements,  through  which  he  passed 
without  an  injuiy,  and  returned  to  Burlington  in 
September,  1848.  Working  at  his  trade  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War.  Mr.  Brydolf 
then  raised  a  company  for  the  6th  Iowa  Infantry, 
Company  I,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  Captain 
July  17,  following.  His  regiment  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Shiloh.  and  there  he  lost  his  right  arm,  it 
being  taken  off  near  the  shoulder,  April  6,  1862,  while 
leading  bis  compan^^  in  action.  He  was  promoted 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  2.0th  Iowa  Infantry  in 
1862,  joining  that  regiment  in  September  follow- 
ing. He  was  in  active  service  with  them  until  the 
capture  of  Vicksburg,  when  he  resigned,  and  on 
the  1st  of  November,  1863,  he  was  commissioned 
by  President  Lincoln,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
2d  Regiment  of  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  serving 
in  that  capacity  until  July  1,  1866,  when  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service.  Cul.  Brydolf  returned 
from  the  war  with  a  record  of  which  his  famili"  and 
friends  may  well  be  proud.  He  was  a  brave  .and 
gallant  officer,  always  ready  to  lead  where  he  ex- 
pected his  men  to  go.  He  has  served  his  adopted 
country  faithfully  iu  two  important  wars,  and  his 
empty  sleeve  bears  testimony  to  his  bravery  and 
fidelit3-  to  dut3'. 

Since  his  return  from  the  service  the  Colonel  has 


been  employed  at  his  old  occupation,  that  of  a 
practical  painter  and  artist,  and  of  late  years  has 
made  a  specialty  of  landscape  painting,  working 
with  his  left  hand  and  winning  high  praise  from  the 
best  art  critics  for  the  elegant  jjictures  he  has  pro- 
duced. His  success  as  an  artist  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  is  all  the  more  remarkable  when  we  con- 
sider that  he  is  now  nearly  seventy  years  of  age, 
and,  having  lost  his  right  arm,  is  obliged  to  do  all 
the  work  with  the  left  hand.  His  e^'e  is  keen,  his 
taste  perfect,  and  his  skill  with  the  brush  remark- 
able, when  we  think  how  late  in  life  the  left  hand 
was  educate<I  in  his  art. 

Col.  Brydolf  was  married  at  Monmouth,  111.,  Sept. 
1,  18.50,  to  Miss  Fannie  West,  and  seven  children 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  five  are  living — Adri- 
ana,  wife  of  O.  M.  Parsons,  of  Burlington,  Iowa; 
•George  F.  died  in  infancy;  one  infant  died  un- 
named. The  younger  members  are  Nannie,  Oscar, 
Nella  and  Robert.  He  is  living  in  quiet  retirement 
in  his  i)leasant  home  at  No.  903  Summer  street, 
working  at  his  art  as  the  humor  strikes  him,  and 
happj-  in  the  company  of  his  interesting  children. 

OjJCHOLAS  AVAGNER,  one  of  the  early  set- 
ij  tiers  and  prominent  citizens  of  Burlington, 
n  Iowa,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  in  182.5. 
He  received  a  liberal  education  in  his  native  coun- 
try and  there  grew  to  manhood.  Believing  that  the 
New  World  would  furnish  a  better  field  for  his  labors, 
in  1845  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  landing  in  New 
Orleans,  proceeded  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Cairo 
and  from  thence,  by  the  Ohio,  to  Madison,  Ind., 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
which  he  had  learned  in  his  native  land.  In  1850 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Marj'  Yeager,  also  a  native 
of  Prussia,  was  celebrated.  Two  years  later  the 
3'oung  couple  came  to  Burlingtf>n,  where  Mr.  Wag- 
ner was  employed  in  erecting  many  of  the  substan- 
tial business  blocks  of  the  citj'. 

Thej'  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children, 
two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Jacob,  a  resident  of  Bur- 
lington, is  a  tinner  by  trade;  John  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cigars  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio; and  Clara 
is  the  wife  of   Amiel  Floring.      Mrs.  Wagner  was 
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called  to  her  final  home  Jan.  15,  1888.  A  kind 
wife  and  an  affectionate  mother,  she  was  highlj'  re- 
spected by  all,  and  no  one  could  say  aught  against 
her.  She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  Mr.  Wagner  commenced  the  battle  of  life 
without  pecuniary  aid,  but  by  his  economy  and  un- 
tiring labor  he  is  to-day  in  comfortable  circumstan- 
ces. In  1878  the  family  removed  to  their  beautiful 
residence  on  Sunnyside  avenue. 


RANCIS  A.  WALKER,  one  of  the  leading 
^"i  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  residing  on  section  3,  Huron 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Hillsborough,  N.  H.,  born 
Feb.  1,  1831.  He  is  a  son  of  Alden  and  Susan 
(Grimes)  Walker,  the  father  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  the  mother  of  New  Hampsiiire.  In  his  earlier 
j'ears  Alden  Walker  was  a  machinist,  but  later  in 
life  engiiged  in  farming,  which  occupation  he  con- 
tinued until  his  death,  whicli  occurred  in  Grafton, 
Vt.,  Feb.  8,  1858,  when  he  was  sixty-four  years  of 
age.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a  Whig  until  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he 
joined  its  ranks  and  became  one  of  its  strong  sup- 
porters. He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  aboli- 
tion principles,  and  served  as  Sheriff  for  some  years 
in  Hillsborough  County.  Mrs.  Walker  departed 
this  life  Oct.  31, 1843,  aged  forty-three  years.  The^' 
were  both  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  were  the  parents  of  three  children :  Francis  A., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  eldest:  John  G.,  now 
residing  in  Washington.  D.  C,  is  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Navigation  in  the  United  States  Navy,  having 
held  that  position  for  the  past  six  years.  He  has 
been  in  the  United  States  Navy  since  the  fall  of 
1850,  and  now  hohis  the  rank  of  Commodore.  He 
is  married  and  has  five  children  living.  Betsy  Ann, 
the  only  daughter,  died,  unmarried,  in  18G0,  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years. 

Francis  A.  Walker  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  his 
native  county,  and,  like  thousands  of  others  at  that 
time,  received  but  limited  educational  advantages. 
In  1852,  on  attaining  his  majority,  he  emigrated  to 
Iowa  and  rented  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives  of 


Gov.  Grimes,  who  was  his  uncle.  For  fifteen  years 
he  continued  to  rent  this  land  and  then  purchased 
600  acres,  to  which  he  has  added  by  subsequent 
purchase  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  720  acres  of 
fine  land.  All  improvements  necessary  to  a  well- 
regulated  farm  have  been  made,  and  buildings  to 
the  cost  of  15,000  have  been  erected.  Mr.  Walker 
has  also  largely  engaged  in  stock-raising,  shipping 
annually  from  one  to  two  car  loads  of  cattle,  and 
keei)ing  constantly  about  100  head  upon  his  farm. 
In  1858  Mr.  Walker  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Martha  Blake,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Blake,  also  a  native  of  that 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake  came  from  Vermont  to 
Iowa  in  184'J,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Huron  Town- 
ship, east  of  Northfield,  in  Des  Moines  County. 
There  they  lived  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
father  dying  in  1872  and  the  mother  the  following 
j-ear.  They  had  but  two  children,  Mrs.  Walker  and 
a  son,  Worthington  S.,  who  makes  his  home  with 
his  sister.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walker:  Oscar  H.,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Ferry  County,  Ark. ;  John  G.,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Huron  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa; 
and  Charles  R.,  who  is  still  residing  with  his  parents. 
Mrs.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  lipisco- 
pal  Church.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Walker  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  one  of  the  most  successful  farm- 
ers and  largest  land  owners  of  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  and  as  a  citizen  is  higiily  respected  by  all. 
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U'lLLIAM  O.  WARE,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Calais,  Vt.,  Jan.  1,  1818,  and  was  the  son 
W^  of  John  and  Hlunice  (Bancroft)  Ware,  who 
were  of  supposed  English  origin,  and  his  mother 
was  a  relative  of  the  great  historian.  George  Ban- 
croft. Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
there  residing  until  his  marriage  with  Miss  Elvira 
Sheplee  in  1840,  whose  death  occurred  in  the  year 
1858.  After  their  marriage.  Mr.  Ware  removed  to 
a  farm  near  the  old  homestead,  and  engaged  in 
farming  several  years,  when,  thinking  to  better  his 
his  condition,  he  traveled  through  Massachusetts, 
but  not  being  satisfied  with  that  country,  came  to 
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Burlington  in  February,  1852.  He  engaged  in 
business  for  a  couple  of  years  with  0.  C.  Sheplee 
with  a  merchant's  supply  wagon,  after  which  the 
partnership  was  dissolved.  He  was  familiarly-  known 
throughout  Iowa  as  "  Yankee  Ware."  In  1866  and 
1867,  Mr.  Ware  traveled  as  a  salesman  for  Mr. 
Kaiser,  and  in  1869  was  employed  in  the  same 
capacity  by  Kellogg  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  several  years  and  then  retired  from 
active  business. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Ware  was 
again  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  L.  L.  Bos  worth, 
daughter  of  George  and  Lucinda  Bosworth,  of 
Petersham,  Mass.  The  family  were  of  English  an- 
cestry, and  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Bristol 
County,  Mass.  Mrs.  Ware's  girlhood  was  spent  in 
Petersham,  her  birthplace,  where  she  received  her 
education  and  was  married  Aug.  28,  1)S62.  Mr. 
Ware  bought  the  home  known  as  the  Ilendrie  home. 
No.  412  .South  Main  street,  and  lived  there  for 
twent^'-seven  years  until  he  erected  the  residence 
No.  915  North  Third  street,  where  his  remaining 
days  were  spent. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Ware  was  one  of  activitj'.  He 
was  a  man  of  good  business  and  executive  ability.  A 
man  of  domestic  habits,  he  was  very  much  attached 
to  his  home,  and  took  great  interest  in  the  erection 
of  his  elegant  and  commodious  mansion  on  Third 
street,  which  is  to-day  one  of  the  best  built  resi- 
dences in  the  city  of  Burlington. 


-€-^l 


ox.    WILLIAM    WALLACE    DODGE,  a 

li  prominent  lawj^er  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and 
^    the    present   State  Senator  from  the  Ninth 

p  Senatorial  District,  was  born  in  Burlington, 
April  25,  1854.  His  father  was  the  late  Gen. 
Augustus  C.  Dodge,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  given  else- 
where in  this  volume.  His  grandfather,  Gov. 
Henry  Dodge,  was  the  first  Governor  of  Wisconsin 
and  also  served  as  United  States  Senator  from  that 
State. 

William  Wallace  Dodge  received  his  literary  edu- 
cation at  Notre  Dame,  Ind.,  taking  a  scientific 
course  and  graduating  in  the  class  of  '74.  He  then 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  State  University 


of  Iowa,  graduating  in  June,  1876.  He  had  the 
honor  of  being  chosen  president  of  class-daj'  exercises 
on  that  occasion,  June  19,  and  was  awarded  the 
literary  prize  offered  by  the  Burlington  bar  to  the 
graduating  class  for  the  best  written  argument  on  a 
given  thesis  of  law.  Immediately  after  taking  his 
degree,  Mr.  Dodge  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  his  native  city,  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Charles  J.,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dodge 
<fe  Dodge.  By  his  brilliant  talent,  high  moral  char- 
acter and  close  application  to  business,  he  has  won 
a  prominent  position  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Dodge  is  an  earnest  Democrat,  and  seems  to 
have  been  born  with  a  natural  instinct  for  politics, 
in  fact  it  might  bo  said  to  be  hereditar}'  with  him. 
His  father  and  grandfather  before  him  were  eminent 
statesmen  and  Democrats  of  the  old  Hickory  t3'pe. 
Both  were  members  of  the  United  States  Senate  at 
the  same  time  (the  only  instance  in  the  history  of 
the  country  where  father  and  son  sat  side  by  side 
as  members  of  that  body)  one  from  Iowa  and  the 
other  from  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Dodge  began  reading 
and  talking  politics  in  his  youth,  and  made  his 
maiden  campaign  speech  while  in  company  with  his 
father  at  the  little  town  of  Franklin,  Lee  Co.,  Iowa, 
during  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1870,  since 
which  time  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  ever^^ 
local  and  national  campaign,  speaking  from  the 
stump,  serving  on  committees,  presiding  at  conven- 
tions and  working  at  the  polls.  He  was  chosen 
Captain  of  the  Cleveland  and  Hendricks  Club  dur- 
ing the  campaign  of  1884,  served  as  Chairman  of  a 
number  of  Democratic  County  Conventions,  and  as 
Delegate  to  local  and  State  Conventions.  At  the 
Democratic  State  Convention,  held  at  Des  Moines, 
Sept.  1,  1837,  he  had,  for  a  young  man,  the  distin- 
guished honor  of  being  chosen  Temporar}'  Chairman 
of  that  organization,  and  performed  the  duties  of 
his  position  with  dignity  and  dispatch.  During 
many  years  of  indefatigable  effort  in  behalf  of  his 
party,  Mr.  Dodge  never  sought,  nor  would  he  accept, 
public  office  till  the  fall  of  1884,  when  his  friends 
induced  him  to  accept  the  nomination  for  State 
Senator,  when,  as  if  to  prove  the  exception  to  the 
rule,  that  a  "  Prophet  is  never  without  honor  save 
in  his  own  country,"  he  was  elected  by  a  majority 
of  934  over  a  popular  Republican  candidate,  who 
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had  the  advantage  of  age.  political  experience,  and 
the  prestige  of  a  good  soldier  record.  It  was 
charged  that,  while  Mr.  Dodge  possessed  superior 
ability  and  unquestioned  integrity,  he  was  guilty  of 
the  heinous  crime  of  being  a  young  man,  and  was 
lacking  in  legislative  experience.  The  first  fault, 
his  friends  claimed,  time  would  remedy;  and  the 
latter  he  could  more  quickly  overcome  by  placing 
him  where  the  necessary  opportunity  existed.  His 
course  in  the  Senate  has  full}-  justified  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  of  his  friends  and  constituents. 
His  introduction  of  important  bills,  and  able  man- 
agement in  securing  their  adoption,  soon  proved  his 
lack  of  experience  no  serious  hinderance  to  his  use- 
fulness, while  his  eloquent  and  logical  speech  in 
favor  of  the  impeachment  of  State  Auditor  Brown 
attracted  general  public  attention.  His  manly  course 
in  rejecting  the  so-called  "$216  salarj-  grab,"  and 
his  sensible  speech  opposing  it,  was  consistent  with 
his  high  sense  of  honor,  and  was  generally  approved 
by  his  constituents.  He  was  the  first  to  introduce 
a  bill  in  the  Iowa  Legislature  on  the  subject  of  child 
labor,  designed  to  prohibit  the  employment  of  chil- 
dren under  fifteen  years  of  age,  in  factories,  mines 
and  work-shops.  Mr.  Dodge  has  made  the  subject 
of  that  bill,  and  the  laws  of  other  States  and  countries 
in  regard  to  the  same,  a  special  studj\  His  corres- 
pondence in  relation  to  the  subject  has  been  vol- 
uminous and  varied,  until  he  was  well  qualified  to  be 
the  champion  of  that  worthy  cause.  He  was  the 
first  to  advance  the  idea  of  making  the  Iowa  Eeg- 
istry  law  an  issue  in  politics,  and  predicting  the 
bad  effect  of  its  enforcement.  The  subsequent 
amendments  of  the  law  fully  justified  his  views. 

Mr.  Dodge  is  a  most  indefatigable  worker  in 
whatever  he  undertakes,  possessing  intellectual  fac- 
ulties of  a  high  order,  and,  with  studious  habits,  his 
abilities,  both  natural  and  acquired,  are  such  as 
attract  attention  and  command  respect.  Nature 
has  happily  endowed  him  with  a  fine  physique,  a 
good  voice  and  a  gift  of  oratory.  Quick  in  percep- 
tion and  correct  in  analysis,  his  conclusions  are 
logical  and  convincing.  While  next  to  the  young- 
est member  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Dodge  has  won  a 
place  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  legislators  of  the 
State.  His  name  has  already  received  favorable 
mention  as  a  future  candidate  for  Congress,  and  it 


is  only  a  question  of  time  when  this  talented  young 
lawj-er  will  be  found  following  closely  upon  the  foot- 
steps of  his  illustrious  ancestors  in  the  halls  of  the 
National  Congress. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Twenty- 
second  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  two  selected  from  the  Senate,  to  act  on  the 
committee  of  five  appointed  to  investigate  certain 
charges  that  had  been  preferred  against  the  State 
University  of  Iowa.  The  investigation  began  on 
May  15,  1888,  ended  July  20,  1888,  and  to  his 
credit  be  it  said  that  he  was  the  most  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  commission,  not  having  lost  a  day  from 
his  labors.  This  is  but  an  additional  evidence  to 
his  fidelity  to  public  duty. 

As  a  representative  of  the  younger  generation, 
but  one  who  has  already  made  his  mark  among  the 
distinguished  men  of  Des  Moines  Countj%  we  gladly 
present  to  the  patrons  of  the  Album  an  excellent 
portrait  of  Mr.  Dodge. 


FERDINAND  EBNER,  218  North  Main 
\  street,  Burlington,  Iowa,  dealer  in  guns, 
_  fishing-tackle  and  hunters'  goods  of  all 
descriptions,  base-ball  goods  and  games.  Mr  Ebner 
established  this  business  at  Burlington  in  1856.  and 
has  carried  it  on  continuously  since.  He  employs 
a  first-class  gunsmith,  and  makes  all  repairs  in  that 
line.  His  store  is  well  stocked  with  everything  in 
the  way  of  sportsmen's  goods,  and  is  the  only  ex- 
clusive gun  store  in  the  city. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Ferdinand  Ebner,  is  a 
a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Anna  (Zimmermann)  Ebner.  He  was  born 
Oct.  22,  1831,  and  served  a  regular  apprenticeship 
to  the  gunsmith  trade,  in  his  native  country.  His 
father  died  of  old  age,  and  Ferdinand,  accompanied 
by  his  widowed  mother,  one  sister  and  three  brothers, 
emigrated  to  America,  in  1853.  The  family  settled 
in  New  York  City,  but  in  a  short  time  removed  to 
Newburg,  on  the  Hudson.  In  1855  the^-  came  to 
Burlington,  Iowa.  Mr.  Ebner  is  the  only  living 
representative  of  the  little  band  of  emigrants  who 
bade  good-by  to  the  Fatherland  and  crossed  the 
ocean  in  1855.     He  spent  his  first  year  in  Burling- 
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ton,  working  at  his  trade  for  Mr.  Ebersoll,  whom 
he  bought  out  at  tiie  expiration  of  that  time.  As  time 
went  on  lie  increased  his  stock,  and  by  close  appli- 
cation to  business  and  by  dealing  fairly  and  doing 
good  work,  he  built  up  a  fine  trade  and  made 
money. 

On  the  7th  day  of  October,  1857,  in  the  city  of 
Burlington,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ebner  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Dewein,  daughter  of  Isaac  Dewein,  was 
celebrated.  She  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July 
22,  1836,  and  came  to  Burlington  with  her  parents 
in  1840.  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  three  of 
whom  are  living:  Isaac  Fred,  born  Nov.  8,  1859, 
died  Oct.  11,  1880;  Flora  Jeannette,  born  Jan.  28, 
1862,  resides  with  her  father;  Emma  Cecilia,  born 
July  6,  1864,  died  Feb.  5,  1865;  Charles  Ferdinand, 
born  Jan.  22,  1866,  is  a  salesman  in  his  father's 
store;  Alfred  Roland,  born  Feb.  22,  1866,  is  also  in 
his  father's  employ;  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  2,  1871, 
died  Nov.  9,  1874.  The  mother  of  these  children 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  April  30,  1876. 

Mr.  Ebner  purchased  his  present  beautiful  prop- 
erty on  the  river,  at  No.  2136  South  Main  street, 
in  1865,  and  has  resided  there  since  1879.  He  has 
a  tract  of  twenty-two  acres,  extending  to  the  river 
bank,  twelve  acres  of  which  are  planted  in  grapes 
and  is  a  productive  vineyard.  Near  the  river  bank 
is  a  beautiful  grove  on  high  and  rolling  ground, 
making  an  attractive  private  park.  Mr.  Ebner  has 
now  been  a  resident  of  Burlington  for  a  period  of 
thirty-three  years,  during  which  time  he  has  built 
up  a  fine  business  and  accumulated  a  large  propertj^ 
His  life  has  been  one  of  industry',  and  such  as  to 
command  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors 
and  friends. 


(I^ARVEY  SEEDS,  Esq.,  a  resident  of  Medi- 
1^  apolis,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  in  Mercer  County,  Oct.  14,  1814.  He 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Martha  (Seeds) 
Seeds,  the  father  being  a  native  of  Ireland,  County 
Down,  parish  of  St.  Field,  and  the  mother  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  William  Seeds  received  a  liberal 
education  before  he  left  Ireland.  In  1794  he  sailed 
for  America,  in   company  with   other   members  of 


the  family'.  After  reaching  America  he  engaged  as 
a  traveling  salesman  for  a  few  years,  his  route  being 
through  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  In  1796  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Martha  Seeds,  a  distant 
relative  of  his,  and  then  took  up  his  residence  in 
Mercer  County,  Pa.,  where,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  John,  a  farm  was  purchased,  consisting  of 
400  acres  of  raw  land.  Here  they  resided  until 
1819,  when  Mr.  Seeds,  with  his  family,  removed  to 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  his  brother  John  having 
died  in  Pennsj'lvania  the  year  previous.  In  that 
count}'  Mr.  Seeds  purchased  150  acres  of  unim- 
proved woodland,  which  he  proceeded  to  clear  and 
cultivate,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
d.ays.  engaged  in  farming,  his  death  occurring  in 
1842.  at  the  age  of  seventj'-six.  His  wife  survived 
him  several  j'ears,  dying  in  September,  1848.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
Mr.  Seeds  was  a  man  of  good  business  abilit}'. 
AVhen  he  came  to  this  country  he  was  without 
monej',  but  by  industry  and  economy  he  accumu- 
lated considerable  propertj%  owning  600  acres  of 
land  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Harvey  Seeds,  our  subject,  spent  his  early  life 
upon  a  farm.  He  received  but  little  educational 
advantages,  being  compelled  to  work  upon  the  farm 
most  of  the  time,  only  being  allowed  to  attend  the 
subscription  schools  for  a  short  time  during  the 
winter.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until  the  3d  of 
September,  1837,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Hatten,  who  was  born  April  12,  1820, 
in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
PMvvard  H.atten,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  on  a  piece 
of  woodland  comprising  seventy-six  acres,  which 
Mr.  Seeds  had  purchased.  The  trees  were  cut 
down  and  cleared  away  and  in  the  forest  was  de- 
veloped a  fine  farm,  upon  which  they  resided  until 
1854,  when  they  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  Count}', 
Iowa,  settling  in  Yellow  Spring  Tovvnship,  on  sec- 
tion 19.  A  partially  improved  farm  of  200  acres, 
formerly  belonging  to  Dr.  Fullenwider,  was  pur- 
chased, and  here  the  family  resided  until  Novem- 
ber, 1886,  when,  renting  the  land,  they  took  up 
their  residence  in  Mediapolis. 

Mr.  and   Mrs.   Seeds   have   been  the  parents  of 

eleven  children  :     Milton  J.,  a  farmer  and    breeder 
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of  fine  stock,  of  Yellow  Spring  Township;  Melinda, 
wife  of  E.  Bidwell,  who  is  proprietor  of  a  hotel  in 
What  Cheer,  Iowa;  Martha,  wife  of  F.  Wycoff,  of 
Adams  County,  Iowa;  Lewis B.,  a  farmer  of  Yellow 
Spring  Township;  William  E.,  a  farmer  of  Wash- 
ington Township;  Jennie,  wife  of  J.  B.  Stein,  a 
farmer  of  Adams  CoiiDty,  Iowa;  Franklin  S.,  who 
is  engaged  in  teaching  in  Lane  County,  Kan.; 
Alice,  wife  of  C.  B.  Pilling,  a  miller  of  Kossuth, 
Iowa;  Cyrus  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years; 
George  and  Marj-  Ellen  both  died  in  infancy. 

For  over  thirty  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seeds  have 
been  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  Seeds  has  held  the  office  of  Steward 
and  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  many 
years,  and  all  of  their  children  are  members  of  this 
Church.  For  eigiit  years  Mr.  Seeds  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  also  served  as  Township 
Trustee  two  terms.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
Sunday-school  work  in  younger  years,  and  although 
yet  feeling  a  great  interest  in  the  work  is  unable  to 
perform  the  part  he  once  did.  Now  living  a  retired 
life  in  Mediapolis,  Mr.  Seeds  can  look  back  upon  a 
well-spent  life  and  may  well  be  proud  of  the  f.amily 
of  Christian  men  and  women  who  do  honor  to  his 
name.  On  the  3d  of  September,  1887,  a  half-cen- 
tury of  wedded  happiness  was  completed  and  their 
golden  wedding  was  celebrated,  at  which  all  tlieir 
children  were 'present,  together  with  twelve  grand- 
children and  one  great-grandchild. 


^8^ 


OEWTON  R.  DERBY,  one  of  the  self-made 
/   men  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Union, 


D^^o  Tioga  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  2.5,  1848,  and  the  same 
year  his  parents  came  to  Des  Moines  County,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Burlington.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  went  to  work  for  the  firm  of  Hendrie,  Bolthoff 
&  Hendrie,  in  the  foundry  and  machine  shop  as 
office  boy,  remaining  with  them  one  year,  when 
he  went  to  work  for  the  firm  of  C.  D.  Rand  &  Co., 
rising  from  the  position  of  office  boy  to  that  of 
foreman.  He  remained  in  their  service  for  nine 
years,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  when  he  was 
employed  in  the  Hawkeye  Woolen  Mills.     In  1873 


Mr.  Derby  embarked  in  the  lumber  business,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  F.  T.  Parsons  &  Co..  remain- 
ing witli  them  until  1876.  In  the  fall  of  that  year 
he  went  to  California,  locating  at  Stockton,  where 
he  again  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  continuing 
in  that  business  until  May,  1878,  at  which  time  he 
returned  to  Burlington,  forming  a  partnership  with 
his  brother  in  the  milling  business,  which  has  since 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  leading  enterprises  of  the 
city. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1871,  the  marriage  of 
Newton  R.  Derljj'  and  Mary  Belle  McCash,  a  daugh- 
ter of  W.  D.  McCash,  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  cele- 
brated. She  is  a  native  of  Burlington,  born  in  1852. 
Three  children  have  blessed  their  union:  William 
A.,  Mark  A.  and  Mary  A.  Politically,  Mr.  Derby 
is  a  Republican,  having  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen. 
Grant.  He  acted  as  Alderman  for  the  city  of  Bur- 
lington in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Derby  attend  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 
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y)  E.  BURKE,  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Schools  of  Des  Moines  Count}',  Iowa,  is  one 
'J^^  of  the  enterprising  young  men  of  Burling- 
ton. He  was  born  in  Forest  County.  Pa.,  Dec.  17, 
1853,  and  is  a  son  of  David  W.  and  Julia  A.  (Nol- 
ton)  Burke.  About  1857  or  1858  David  Burke 
moved  with  his  family  to  Lee  County,  Iowa.  He 
enlisted  in  the  15th  Iowa  Infantry,  in  1862,  and 
participated  in  many  of  the  hard-fought  battles  of 
that  regiment.  In  the  battle  of  luka,  being  over- 
come with  the  heat,  he  lost  his  health,  which  he 
never  regained.  He  was  subsequently  transferred 
to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  which  was  organized 
at  Washington,  and  died  soon  after  leaving  the  ser- 
vice, in  1865. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lee  County,  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  at  Denmark  Academy,  a 
Congregational  institution  at  that  place.  After 
leaving  the  Acadeni}',  he  began  teaching,  in  the 
meantime  reading  law.  In  1880,  became  to  Bur- 
lington and  entered  the  office  of  Brenueniann  & 
Rhode.  He  was  aijpointed  City  Lihrarian  of  Bur- 
lington in  1883  and  1884.     In  1885,  he  was  honored 
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with  a  nomination  bj'  the  Democratic  party  and 
elected  to  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Schools  of  Des  Moines  County,  and  re-elected  in 
1887.  Politically,  Prof.  Burke  is  a  Democrat  and 
an  active  worker  for  the  party.  By  profession  he 
is  an  attorney,  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1882,  with  license  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of 
the  State.  He  is  a  young  man  of  good  address,  a 
fluent  speaker,  and  deserves  much  credit  for  the 
position  he  holds  in  the  county  and  city. 
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'il/OSEPH  P.  WARE,  of  Mediapolis,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  what  is  now  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
ship, Des  Moines  County,  May  30, 1844,  and 
is  a  son  of  AVilliam  and  Sarah  (Parrett) 
Ware,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  elsewhere.  He 
was  the  eldest  of  his  father's  family,  and  the  care 
of  the  farm  devolved  largely  upon  him,  he  helping 
to  transform  tiie  raw  land  into  a  finely  cultivated 
farm.  It  was  in  the  log  school-liouse  of  the  new 
county  the  education  of  our  subject  was  received. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  in  May,  1864.  he 
responded  to  his  country's  call  to  put  down  the 
Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Company  G,  45th  Iowa  In- 
fantry, and  was  in  active  service  for  four  months. 
Previous  to  this  he  had  made  three  attempts  to  en- 
list, but  on  account  of  a  full  quota  his  services 
were  not  .accepted. 

Returning  from  the  war  Mr.  Ware  went  to  South 
Salem,  Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  Academy  for 
one  term,  and  also  attended  the  Kossuth  Academy. 
During  the  following  summer  he  worked  upon  the 
farm,  and  in  the  winter  of  1866-67  was  engaged  .is 
a  teacher  in  the  township.  Again,  the  next  sum- 
mer he  worked  upon  the  farm,  followed  by  a 
winter's  term  of  teaching.  One  more  summer  of 
farm  work,  and  then,  Feb.  1, 1869,  he  went  to  Madi- 
son County,  Iowa,  in  a  wagon,  there  renting  land, 
upon  which  he  resided  one  season,  returning  to  Des 
Moines  County  the  fall  of  the  same  j'ear.  A  part 
of  his  father's  farm  was  next  rented,  he  residing 
upon  it  until  the  following  winter,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Anna  M.  Black,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Sarah  (McCullough)  Black,  all  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.     Their  union  was  celebrated  Dec. 


28,  1871.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Ware 
purchased  a  farm  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  con- 
sisting of  eighty  acres,  and  there  lived  for  three 
years,  when  his  health  failed.  Renting  his  farm  for 
a  year  he  engaged  as  a  salesman  for  a  publishing 
house,  during  which  time  he  sold  his  land,  and  Feb. 
15.  1875,  purchased  the  Mediapolis  Hotel.  It  was 
enlarged  to  its  present  size  under  his  management, 
and  for  seven  years  he  was  proprietor  of  the  same, 
having  in  connection  a  feed  and  livery  stable. 
Besides  this  he  had  the  mail  contract  to  and  from 
Kingston,  Kossuth  and  Northfield.  On  the  20th  of 
December,  1882,  Mr.  Ware  sold  his  hotel,  and 
entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother  in  the 
hardware  business,  though  previous  to  this  he  was 
associated  in  the  wholesale  flour  and  feed  business 
as  jobber,  in  connection  with  J.  E.  Ware  and  C.  H. 
Parrett.     Mr.  Ware  was  City  Clerk  for  two  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  have  two  children:  Cora  E. 
and  Hattie  May.  The  parents  are  members  of  tlie 
Presbyterian  Church,  he  having  been  a  Trustee 
since  its  organization,  and  was  one  of  the  building 
committee.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  Church 
work,  and  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  St.ate  encampment  at  Sioux 
City,  in  1886.     He  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
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UGH  BULGER,  foreman  in  the  erecting  de- 
])artment  of  the  West  Burlington  shops  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quinc}-  Railroad, 
has  been  with  the  company  since  June  5, 
1872.  He  was  born  at  Geneva,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  19,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and 
Catherine  (Gillen)  Bulger.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  a  machinist  at  the  New  York  Iron  AVorks, 
Geneva,  after  which  he  went  to  Saginaw.  Mich., 
where  lie  was  employed  by  Wicks  Bros.,  of  that 
place.  From  Saginaw  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
and  engaged  with  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Rail- 
road Company,  in  the  old  shops,  as  journeyman 
until  1875,  when  he  went  to  Jackson,  Mich.,  and 
remained  until  1876  and  tlien  once  more  returned 
to  this  city,  since  which  time  he  has  been  employed 
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bj-  the  Cliicago,  Burlington  ife  Quincy  Railroad.  In 
1880  Mr.  Bulger  was  made  foreman  in  the  erecting 
department  of  the  new  shops  at  West  Burlington, 
which  jiosition  he  3'et  holds.  Since  the  company 
have  charged  for  transportation  on  the  workmen's 
train  to  the  shops,  he  has  acted  as  conductor  of  the 
train. 

On  the  oth  of  Januar}',  1876,  Mr.  Bulger  and 
Miss  JIarj-  Shea,  daughter  of  John  Shea,  was  united 
in  marriage.  Mrs.  Bulger  was  born  in  Ireland,  and 
when  an  infant  came  to  America  with  her  [larents, 
who  settled  in  Washington,  D.  C  and  in  1870  re- 
moved to  Burlington.  Seven  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  one  son  and  five  daughters:  Lila, 
Francis,  Charlotte,  Helen,  Alice,  Virginia  and 
Florence. 

Our  subject  was  a  soldier  during  the  Rebellion, 
enlisting  in  Februarj',  1865,  when  seventeen  }•  ears 
of  age,  in  Compan^^  U,  194th  New  York  Infantry, 
and  served  until  he  was  mustered  out  in  May,  1865. 
His  father  and  two  brothers  were  also  in  the  war, 
the  latter  enlisting  at  the  first  call  of  the  President 
for  troops.  Mr.  Bulger  is  a  Democrat  in  i)olitics, 
and  religiously  a  Catholic.  By  his  industry,  in- 
tegrit}'  and  ability  iu  his  chosen  calling,  Mr.  Bulger 
has  risen  to  a  position  of  prominence,  and  enjoys 
the  utmost  confidence  of  the  company  by  whom  he 
is  employed. 

j)    S.  WALKER,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Benton 
Township  residing  on   section   15,   came  to 

(i  Des  Moines  Count}'  with  his  parents,  Nov. 

14,  1839.  His  father,  John  Walker,  was  born  in 
West  Virginia,  in  November,  1802,  and  was  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Barliara  (Flater)  Walker,  also  na- 
tives of  Virginia,  the  father  of  English  parentage, 
and  the  mother  of  German  descent.  Joseph  Wal- 
ker was  a  soldier  iu  the  War  of  1812.  His  death 
occurred  in  1850,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  his 
wife  also  died  in  the  same  year.  John  Walker,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and 
followed  that  occupation  through  life.  His  early 
education  was  received  at  the  subscription  schools 
in  Virginia,  though  he  continued  a  student  all  his 
life,  and  when  a  j'oung  man  taught  school    in  order    I 


to  educate  his  brothers  and  sisters.  When  twenty- 
two  j'ears  of  age  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Dean,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Dean.  Mr.  Walker  owned  a  small 
farm  in  Virginia,  which  continued  to  be  the  home 
of  the  young  couple  until  their  emigration  to  Iowa, 
in  1839,  when  they  settled  on  section  22,  Benton 
Township,  where  the  husband  entered  120  acres  of 
land.  This  farm  he  greatly  improved,  making  it 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Feb- 
ruarj',  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  His 
wife  died  in  Kansas  in  the  fall  of  1885.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  reached 
maturity:  Rebecca,  widow  of  Luke  Hughes,  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa;  Solomon,  a  leading  farmer,  residing 
near  Macomb,  McDonough  Co.,  111.;  our  subject; 
Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Isaac  .Salladay,  of  Henry  County, 
Iowa;  Jane,  wife  of  J.  W.  Garrison,  a  resident  of 
Labette  Count}',  Kan. ;  Jesse  and  George  (twins), 
are  residents  of  Henry  County,  Iowa;  Margaret 
wedded  A.  M.  Mitchell,  of  Steele  County,  Minn.; 
Elijah,  whose  home  is  in  Henry  County.  Iowa; 
Theresa,  deceased  wife  of  Peter  Reepe,  of  Labette 
County.  Kan.  The  parents  of  these  children  were 
devoted  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church- 
Mr.  Walker  was  also  a  leading  man,  taking  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and  from  time  to  time  held  nearly  all 
the  township  offices,  being  for  many  years  prior  to 
his  death  Justice  of  the  Peace.  As  a  business  man 
he  was  a  success.  His  natural  ability,  combined 
with  energy  and  good  management,  gained  for  him 
a  comfortalile  competence,  he,  having  aided  his 
boys,  yet  had  180  acres  of  flue  land  at  his  <leath. 
He  was  a  liberal  parent,  and  all  his  large  family 
became  Christian  men  and  women,  who  do  honor 
to  his  name. 

E.  S.  Walker,  our  subject,  was  born  in  February, 
1829,  and  resided  with  his  parents  until  he  gained 
his  majority.  Dining  that  spring,  March  25,  1850, 
he  left  his  home,  and,  with  a  company  of  five  others, 
equipped  with  two  wagons  and  twelve  horses,  stai't- 
ed  on  an  overland  journey  to  California,  arriving 
at  their  destination  Aug.  19,  after  a  trip  of  nearly 
five  mouths.  He  remained  in  California  for  one  year 
engaging  in  mining  in  which  he  was  reasonably 
successful,    and    then    returned    home    by    way    of 
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Panama  and  New  York  City.  After  his  return  he 
remained  with  his  parents  for  about  two  years, 
■when,  on  the  17th  of  Februar}',  1853.  his  marriage 
with  Matilda  Courts  was  celebrated.  She  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  Francis  A. 
Courts.  The  following  fall  the  3'oung  couple  re- 
moved to  the  farm  yet  owned  by  Mr.  Walker,  then 
consisting  of  180  acres  of  unimproved  land.  By 
this  union  five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker :  Harvey,  Herman  and  John  F.  are  all  re- 
sident farmers  of  Benton  Township;  Mary  R.,  wife 
of  James  Scott,  who  is  also  engaged  in  farming  in 
Benton  Township;  Minnie  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.  On  the  8th  of  June,  1869,  when  thirty-five 
years  of  age,  Mrs.  Walker  departed  this  life.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Mr. 
Walker  was  again  married,  May  1 7, 1 871 — Margaret, 
daughter  of  Richard  Tee,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
becoming  his  wife.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them — William  R.  and  Etta. 

Mr.  Walker  has  one  of  the  best  improved  farms 
of  Benton  Township,  he  having  added  to  his  origi- 
nal purchase  until  320  broad  acres  pay  golden 
tril)ute  to  his  labor.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  held  various  township  offices. 
As  a  representative  farmer,  we  are  pleased  to  pre- 
sent his  sketch  to  the  people  of  Des  Moines  County. 
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Jil  AMES  E.  WARE,  of  the  firm  of  J.  P.  &  J. 
I  E.  Ware,  hardware  dealers  of  Mediapolis, 
|i  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
P  ship,  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  born  Aug. 
16,  1848.  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah  K. 
(Parrett)  Ware,  botii  parents  being  natives  of  Ross 
C'ount3',  Ohio.  They  came  to  Des  Moines  County 
in  its  pioneer  days,  when  the  land  was  still  in  its 
native  state,  and  the  now  populous  city  of  Burling- 
ton contained  but  few  inhabitants,  and  settled  in 
Y"ellow  Spring  Township  in  1843.  (See  sketch  of 
William  Ware  on  another  page.)  There  our  subject 
was  born,  and  there  his  boyhood  days  were  passed, 
his  education  being  received  at  the  district  schools 
and  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Yellow  Spring 
Academj'. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1872,  the  marriage  of 


J.  E.  Ware  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Stahl  was  celebrated. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  B.  F.  and  Clarissa  (Todd) 
Stahl,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  of  whom  a  sketch  is  given  elsewhere.  By 
this  union  two  children  were  born,  a  son  and  a 
daughter — Charlie  R.  and  Ethel  A. 

Mr.  AYare  first  embarked  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness in  the  spring  of  1876,  forming  a  partnership 
with  C.  H.  Parrett,  this  establishment  being  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  place,  and  continuing  the 
same  until  August,  1876.  Purchasing  Mr.  Parrett's 
interest  in  November,  1880,  he  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
his  elder  brother,  Joseph  P.,  became  a  partner. 
Their  present  store  building  on  Main  street  was 
erected  in  1882,  and  there  may  be  found  a  com- 
plete stock  of  general  hardware  and  farming  im- 
plements, they  making  a  specialty  of  reapers, 
mowers  and  twine  binders,  and,  as  it  well  deserves, 
the  firm  enjoys  a  good  trade. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ware  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
being  a  prohibitionist  from  principle  believes  in 
the  strict  enforcement  of  the  temperance  laws.  His 
first  presidental  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Grant. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  is  P.  G. 
and  is  Treasurer  of  Garner  Lodge,  No.  379.  He 
was  elected  in  1888  to  represent  the  District  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  held  at  Sioux 
Cit}-  of  that  year.  Mr.  Ware  has  been  a  member 
for  three  j-ears  of  the  Town  Council  of  Mediapolis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  are  both  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  Secretary  of  the  Sunda}'- 
school,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  all  work  per- 
taining to  that  body,  and  is  favorably  known  as  an 
upright  business  man  and  good  citizen. 


WILLIAM  AVARK.  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Des  Moines  Count}',  Iowa,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 35,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  was  born 
on  the  30th  of  July,  1819,  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  son  of  Mathias  and  Jane  (James)  Ware, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia,  the  father 
of  German  descent  and  the  mother  of  Welsh  ances- 
try. They  were  married  in  their  native  State,  and 
shortly    after    emigrated    to    Ross    County,    Ohio, 
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where  they  were  among^  the  pioneer  settlers,  im- 
proving a  farm  in  the  wilderness,  which  continued 
to  be  the  home  of  the  family  until  1843.  In  Octo- 
ber of  that  year  they  emigrated  to  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  settling  on  section  35  of  Yellow 
Spring  Township,  where  the  father  purchased  a 
claim  of  eighty  acres  of  iinim|)roved  land,  which 
he  at  once  began  to  cultivate,  and  made  that  his 
home  until  his  deatli,  which  occurred  Aug.  11, 
1874,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-seven  years  seven 
months  and  six  days.  He  had  lieen  twice  married, 
his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  James, 
dying  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  They  had 
four  children:  Mildred,  widow  of  William  Mc- 
Adam,  now  resides  in  Ross  County,  Ohio;  our  sub- 
ject is  second  in  order  of  birth;  James  D.,  a  resident 
farmer  near  Wellington,  Kan. ;  and  Mary  Jane, 
wife  of  Riley  Cartwright,  of  Miami  County,  Kan. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Ware  wedded 
Jane  Brown,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they 
have  three  children  :  Margaret,  residing  in  Hender- 
son County,  111.,  is  the  widow  of  Ewing  Thompson; 
Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Bandy,  of 
Dakota;  and  Martha,  wife  of  James  Lukens,  who 
lives  near  Garnet,  Kan.  Mathias  Ware  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  were 
both  of  his  wives. 

Our  subject,  AVilliam  Ware,  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  Ross  County,  Oiiio,  and  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1  843,  wedded  Sarah  K.  Parrett,  who  was  a 
native  of  that  county.  That  autumn  the  young 
couple  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
settling  near  Northfield,  in  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
ship, where  he  rented  land  for  about  six  years. 
Then,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
35,  he  has  made  that  his  home  continuously  since, 
ha-ving  added  to  his  possessions  till  he  now  has  180 
acres,  all  under  cultivation. 

Three  children  have  been  ^born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ware:  J.  P.  and  J.  E.  are  both  merchants  of  Medi- 
apolis;  and  Joanna  resides  with  her  father.  On  the 
1st  of  April,  1885,  Mrs.  Ware,  who  was  born  Sept. 
10,  1818,  was  called  to  her  final  home.  She  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  is 
also  our  subject.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr. 
Ware  is  also  strongly  in  favor  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  prohibition  laws.  In  early  life  he  had  but 
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little  chance  to  attend  school,  but,  by  observation, 
he  has  gained  a  good  practical  education,  and  his 
success  in  life  is  due  alone  to  his  own  energy,  econ- 
omy and  habits  of  industry. 


0'~'   HRISTIAN    GEYER    is    proprietor    of    the 
,  Union  Hotel  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  situated 
,     opposite  the  Union  Depot,  corner  of  Main 

and  Elm  streets.  He  is  a  native  of  Germany  and 
was  born  at  Wunsiedel,  Bavaria,  on  Nov.  6,  1835. 
His  parents  were  John  George  and  Katrina  (Rasp) 
Geyer.  He  was  graduated  from  the  High  School 
of  his  native  city  and  apprenticed  to  the  confec- 
tioner's and  baker's  trade  when  seventeen  years  of 
age.  He  emigrated  to  America,  going  direct  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  hotel 
as  pastry  cook  for  two  years.  In  1854  he  went  to 
Chicago,  remaining  there  a  year,  and  then  came  to 
Builinglon  in  1856.  He  secured  employment  at 
the  Barrett  House  as  pastrj'  cook,  remaining  until 
1861.  In  the  fall  of  tiiat  j-ear  he  was  recruiting 
officer  for  the  1st  United  .States  Lancers,  in  which  he 
continued  for  about  six  months,  and  then  entered 
the  United  Stales  INIarine  Hospital  at  Burlington, 
as  Steward,  and  remained  in  that  service  until  the 
spring  of  1865,  after  which  he  leased  the  Union 
Hotel  of  Gov.  Grimes.  Under  his  management, 
this  hotel  became  one  of  the  most  popular  public 
houses  in  thB  city,  and  Mr.  Geyer  has  continued 
the  business  successfully  to  this  day,  covering  a 
period  of  twenty-two  years.  In  1884  he  purchased 
the  property  which  he  has  since  improved.  The 
Union  Hotel  has  120  feet  of  frontage  on  Main 
street  and  1 1 7  on  Elm  street.  It  is  three  stories 
high  and  is  a  solid  brick  structure,  the  sleeping 
rooms  number  eightj',  many  of  which  are  large 
double-bedded  rooms.  There  are  two  dining-rooms, 
one  has  a  seating  capacity  for  eighty  and  the  other 
for  sixty  guests.  The  house  is  heated  by  steam 
and  lighted  throughout  by  incandescent  electric 
lights.  Many  of  the  best  rooms  are  supplied  with 
hot  and  cold  water,  electric  hells  and  all  modern 
conveniences.     The  house  is   most  complete  in  its  '  ' 
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appointments  and   can  accominodate   from   125  to 
]  50  guests  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Geycr  was  mnrried  in  March,  1861,  at  Bur- 
lington, to  Miss  Jolianna  A.  Benne.  Her  parents 
came  to  Burlington  in  an  early  day.  and  both  died 
of  cholera  in  1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geyer  have  had 
five  children,  one  son  and  four  daughters:  George 
died  in  September,  1883,  aged  twenty-one  years; 
Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Meyer,  of  Burlington; 
the  younger  daughters,  Ida,  Maud  and  Emma,  are 
residing  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Geyer  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  has  served  two  terms  as  Alder- 
man. He  is  a  meuiher  of  the  Turner  Society,  of 
the  German  Shooting  Society,  and  of  the  Burling- 
ton Commercinl  Club.  He  is  a  worthy  citizen,  a 
genial,  kind-hearted  man,  having  many  friends  and 
no  enemies.  Mr.  Geyer  has  made  his  way  in  the 
world  by  his  own  honest  exertion,  from  a  pastry- 
cook of  the  Barrett  House  to  the  proprietor  of  one 
of  the  leading  hotels  in  Burlington.  When  his  de- 
scendants, years  hence,  are  studying  the  history  of 
their  family,  they  can  point  with  pride  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  as  their  first  ancestor  in  Amer- 
ica. As  a  representative  business  man,  the  portrait 
of  Mr.  Geyer  is  well  entitled  to  a  place  in  this  vol- 
ume. We  therefore  take  pleasure  in  presenting  it 
to  our  patrons. 
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<|  IfelLLIAM  H.  LOPER.  Among  the  promi- 
\rJ//  nent  farmers  of  Huron  Township  is  Mr. 
W^  Loper,  who  resides  on  section  20.  He  is 
a  native  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  born  in  1823,  and 
a  son  of  Daniel  and  Lucy  (Rutty)  Loper,  the  father 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  the  mother  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Uriah  Loper,  was  also  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  though  born  of  E^nglish 
parents.  He  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  and  emi- 
grated to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  There  were  four  sons  in  his  family:  Daniel, 
the  father  of  our  subject;  William,  the  father  of 
Uriah  Loper  of  Mediapolis,  Des  Moines  County; 
Uriah  and  Jephthah. 

Daniel  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  educated   at  the 
common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  was 


united  in  marriage.  About  the  year  1821  he  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  where  he  made  his  home  until  1827, 
and  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Putnam  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  improved  a  large  farm.  He  was 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  county,  and  there 
resided  for  ten  years.  Once  more  he  traveled 
westward,  this  lime  locating  in  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  upon  a  farm  in  Franklin  Township,  which  he 
greatly  improved,  and  there  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  187G,  aged  seventy-six  years. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  P^piscopal  Church,  survived  him  some 
three  years.  Mr.  and  iNIrs.  Loper  reared  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  reached  maturity. 
Franklin,  a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa;  Clarissa,  widow  of  Elias  Larkin,  whose 
home  is  near  Dodgeville,  Iowa;  Rhoda,  wife  of 
William  Rouse  of  .Sheridan,  Iowa;  Wiishington 
died  at  the  age  of  fiftj'-one,  in  Franklin  Township, 
Des  Moines  Count}';  W.  H.,  our  subject;  Dorcas, 
wife  of  John  Hixson  of  Mediapolis;  W.  R.  of 
Benton  Township;  Rebecca,  deceased  wife  of 
Joseph  King:  Lucj'  Ann,  deceased  wife  of  Jere- 
miah Nolan;  Mary,  who  wedded  Sydney  Sherwo(jd 
of  Keokuk  County,  Iowa;  Salinda,  deceased  wile  of 
Henry  Gassing;  Maria,  widow  of  George  Dasliman, 
married  Samuel  Dowling  of  West  Burlington. 

William  H.  Loper  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and 
his  whole  life  has  been  spent  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
His  earlier  years  being  spent  in  new  countries,  his 
educational  advant.ages  were  consequently  limited. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  his  father's  home 
and  purchased  a  farm  for  himself,  but  in  1848  en- 
listed in  an  independent  company  of  volunteers  for 
the  Mexican  War,  under  James  M.  Morgan.  The 
company  was  sent  north  to  take  the  place  of  Regu- 
lars who  went  to  the  front,  and  after  serving  eight 
months  Mr.  Loper  returned  home.  In  1850  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Laura  H.  Thompson,  native 
of  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Thompson. 
The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  Mr.  Loper  had  purchased 
and  partially  improved  prior  to  his  enlistment  in  the 
army.  He  immediately  began  the  cultivation  of 
his  land  and  resided  upon  that  farm  for  sixteen 
years,  when  he  removed  to  section  26,  Huron  Town- 
ship.    He  purchased    160  acres  of  raw  land,  upon 
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which  hft  still  makes  his  home,  though  he  now  has 
one  of  the  finely  cultivated  farms  of  the  township. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Loper:  Josephine  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years; 
Perry  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years;  Jennie  is 
engaged  in  dressni.iking  business  in  Sterling,  Neb. ; 
Dennis,  now  of  Granada,  Colo.;  Leroy,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Sterling,  Neb. ;  Nelson,  a  medical  student 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  Emma,  wife  of  James  Larkin 
of  Karton  County,  Kan.;  Miles,  a  farmer  living 
near  Sterling,  Neb. ;  Clark,  Albert,  Howard  and 
Minnie  are  still  inmates  of  the  paternal  home,  and 
Fr:tnkie  died  in  infanc}'.  Since  seventeen  years  of 
age  Mr.  Loper  has  been  a  professor  of  religion,  and 
for  twenty  years  he  has  served  as  a  Deacon  of  the 
Pisgah  Baptist  Church,  at  Sperr3\  in  this  county. 
His  wife  united  with  the  church  when  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Politically,  Mr.  Loper  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  strongly  favors  the  strict  enforcement  of 
the  prohibition  laws.  He  served  as  Trustee  of  Huron 
Township  for  sixteen  years,  and  is  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  and  respected  citizens  of  Des  Moines 
County. 

^^OTTLOB  H.  BIKLEN,  the  senior  partner  of 
III  ,=,  the  wholesale  grocer}^  house  of  Biklen,  AVin- 
^^Jl  zer  &  Co.,  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  a  resident 
of  the  city  since  March  14, 1854,  w.as  born  in  Wurt- 
temberg,  Germany,  March  16,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of 
Ludwig  Biklen.  He  was  engaged  in  grape  culture 
during  his  youth  and  earlj'  manhood.  He  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1853,  spending  a  year  at  Bed- 
ford, Lawrence  County,  Ind.,  and  then  in  March, 
1854,  coming  direct  to  Burlington.  He  was  with- 
out capital  or  a  knowledge  of  any  trade  which  he 
could  make  available,  and  so  was  compelled  to  work 
as  a  common  laborer,  carrying  brick  and  doing  such 
other  manual  work  as  could  be  found.  Two  years 
later  he  was  employed  by  Charles  Starker  <fe  Co., 
wholesale  merchants,  as  porter,  continuing  with  that 
firm  uutil  1861,  when  with  his  carefully  saved  earn- 
ings he  engaged  in  the  retail  grocery  trade  in  a 
small  way.  By  good  management  and  frugality, 
Mr.  Biklen  rapidly  increased  his  capital  until  he 
was  enabled  to  buj'  out  the  house  of  Charles  Star- 
ker &  Co..  of  which   he  was  formerly  porter.     In 


1875  he  closed  out  his  retail  business  and  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  and  jobbing  trade,  and  is  now  at 
the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  grocery 
houses  in  the  State.  (See  notice  of  the  house  of 
Biklen,  Winzer  &  Co.  elsewhere  in  this  work.) 

Mr.  Biklen  was  united  in  marriage  in  Bedford, 
Lawrence  County.  Ind.,  July  24,  1853,  with  Miss 
Christina  Hammer,  who  was  a  native  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  John  H.  Ham- 
mer. Two  children  were  born  of  their  union,  a  son 
and  daughter,  Christiana  and  William.  The  daugh- 
ter is  the  wife  of  James  S.  Kline,  now  a  grocer  of 
Burlington,  and  the  son  is  also  in  the  same  line  of 
business.  Mr.  Biklen  lost  his  wife  in  the  spring  of 
1868,  her  death  occurring  in  the  month  of  March, 
and  he  was  again  married  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  to  Miss  Christiana  Paule,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Paule.  She  is  also  a  native  of  the  town  in  which 
her  husband  was  born,  and  was  a  fellow- passenger 
on  the  same  ship  in  which  he  came  to  America. 
Five  children  were  born  of  tiie  second  marriage, 
two  sons  and  three  daughters:  Clara  Regina,  Al- 
bert Ludwig,  Oscar  Philip,  Martha  Marj-,  and  Alma. 

Mr.  Biklen  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Zion  Church  of  Burlington.  Of  the 
many  self-made  men  of  this  city  no  one  is  entitled 
to  more  credit  than  the  sulijeet  of  this  sketch  for 
persevering,  honest  industry  and  sagacious  business 
management.  Beginning  as  a  humble  laborer,  he 
has  won  his  way  to  an  equal  footing  among  the 
leading  business  men  of  Burlington.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Iowa  State  Savings  Bank,  and  deserves  and  re- 
ceives the  highest  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  is  also  Vice  President  of  the  Burlington  Can- 
ning Company. 


ENJAMIN    B.    SEAMANS.   deceased,   was 


,_^,  born  in  Virginia,  October,  1799,  and  moved 
^)jjl)  to  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  when  he  was 
'^^=^  but  a  child.  In  that  couutj'  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  and  married  Miss  Jane  Crawford,  a 
daughter  of  Willi.am  and  Nancy  (Crow)  Crawford. 
By  this  union  nine  children  were  born,  the  three 
eldest   in    Muskingum   County,  namel}' :     William, 
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who  was  thrown  from  a  horse  and  killed,  and  Gil- 
bert, who  died  in  childhood  ;  and  Henry  C,  who 
took  part  in  the  Kansas  troubles  with  Jim  Lane  and 
John  Brown.  He  was  one  of  the  number  who  un- 
dertook to  release  John  Brown  while  he  was  a 
prisoner  at  Harper's  Ferry.  He  afterward  en- 
listed in  t  he  3d  Kansas  Cavalry,  being  Captain  of 
one  of  its  companies,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  1802,  when  he  was  sent  back  to  organize  a 
colored  regiment,  but  .as  the  war  was  about  over  it 
was  never  mustered  into  service.  After  his  return 
from  the  field  of  battle,  he  served  as  Mayor  of 
B.nxter  .Springs,  Kan.,  and  while  making  an  arrest 
was  shot  and  instantly  killed.  Tiiis  was  on  the  7th  of 
November,  1870.  His  family  are  yet  residents  of 
that  city. 

Benjamin  B.  Seamans  with  his  family  removed 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1834.  At  that  time  the 
now  populous  city  was  but  a  village  containing  but 
twelve  log  cabins.  After  their  removal  to  it,  six 
other  children  were  boin  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seamans: 
Benjamin  B.,  born  July  12,  1835.  supposed  to  be 
the  oldest  white  person  living  born  in  Iowa,  w.-is 
also  engaged  in  the  Kansas  troubles,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa;  Robert  M.,born 
Sept.  13,  1837,  served  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany D,  25th  Iowa  Infantry',  was  taken  sick  with 
measles,  and  died  at  his  home  Feb.  4,  1863;Serena, 
born  Feb.  8,  1841,  and  now  Mrs.  M.  B.  Calkins,  of 
Flint  River  Township;  Orange  S.,  born  Nov.  21, 
1843,  was  also  a  member  of  Company  D,  25th  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1863;  James  W.,  born 
Aug.  4,  1846,  was  a  member  of  Company  G,  45th 
Iowa  Infantry  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Kansas 
Cit}';  Nancy  Louisa,  widow  of  John  "Walker,  is  re- 
siding in  Kansas. 

Owing  to  failing  health  Mr.  Seamans  made  a 
trip  to  California  in  1850  with  the  hope  of  regain- 
ing his  usual  strength,  but  he  was  taken  sick  and 
died  Aug.  30,  1850,  fifteen  days  after  his  arrival  in 
the  Dry  Creek  mining  district.  A  public-spirited 
man,  one  who  alwaj's  took  a  front  rank  in  every 
enterprise  for  the  good  of  the  communitj',  highly 
respected  by  his  friends  and  acquaintances  for  his 
many  noble  qualities  and  greatly  respected  as  a 
citizen,  his  dentli  vv.as  a  great  loss  to  the  county. 
He  and  his  wife  were   both  members  of  the  Wes- 


leyan  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Seamans  still  re- 
sides with  her  children  in  K.ansas,  having  reached 
the  age  of  eiglity-two,  and  is  a  well  preserved  and 
most  estimable  lady.  In  his  early  life  he  was  a 
strong  anti-slavery  man  and  a  supporter  of  the 
Whig  party.  He  filled  various  public  offices  and 
faithfully  discharged  his  duties. 

JIJOHN  D.  CAMERON,  deceased,  a  pioneer  of 
Des  Moines  County,  of  April,  1841,  was 
born  in  Amherst  County,  Va.,  Oct.  25,  1798, 
'J  and  was  a  son  of  Allen  and  Jane  Cameron, 
the  father  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  mother  of 
Tennessee.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
on  attaining  manhood  adopted  farming  as  a  vocation. 
On  the  2I)th  of  April,  1827,  at  Rogersville,  East 
Tennessee,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Nancy  F.  Rogers,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Amos)  Rogers.  Mrs.  Cameron  was  born  Jan.  6, 
1809,  at  Rogersville,  a  village  which  had  been 
named  out  of  respect  for  her  family,  who  were 
early  pioneers  of  that  region.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cam- 
eron were  blessed  with  a  family,  of  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  two. 
The  eldest,  Mary  J.,  was  born  March  29,  1828,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  P.  C.  Groupe,  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal. ;  Joseph  R.,  born  Oct.  13,  1829,  wedded  Miss 
Nancy  E.  Whitford,  and  is  a  minister  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  of  the  North  Iowa  Confer- 
ence; Hannibal  S.,  born  Feb.  16,  1832,  died  Feb. 
23,  1 838 ;  Lucy  A.,  born  May  11,1 834,  is  the  widow 
of  Amos  L.  JMcMichael,  and  resides  in  Burlington; 
John  T.,  born  June  28.  1836,  is  the  husband  of 
Miss  Rosanna  McMichael,  and  resides  in  Arkansas 
City,  Ark.;  West  P.,  born  Oct.  24,  1838,  wedded 
Miss  Jourdie  Massie,  who  is  now  deceased;  Charles 
A.,  born  Dec.  7,  1840,  married  Mrs.  Elenora 
(O'Grady)  Williams,  and  resides  at  Burlington; 
Margaret  A.,  born  Aug.  5,  1844,  died  May  30, 
1869;  Matilda  L.,  born  Jan.  10,  1846,  is  the  wife 
of  Oilman  C.  Mudgett,  of  Sanborn,  Dakota;  and 
Ellen  E..  born  Sept.  3,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  H.  H. 
Watton,  of  Burlington. 

Mr.  Cameron  emigrated  from  Cabell  County,  now 
W.  Va..  by  boat,  by  waj'  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
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Rivers,  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1841, 
reaching  this  city  April  29.  He  purchased  a  farm 
in  Franklin  Township,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
his  death  (which  occurred  July  2,  1863),  and  there 
engaged  in  stock-raising  and  farming.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
politics  was  an  old-line  Democrat  of  the  Jackson 
school.  He  was  a  worthy  citizen  and  highly  re- 
spected. His  widow  survives  him  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  son,  Charles  A. 
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( OHN  J.  HEIDER,  deceased,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Elberfeldt,  Prussia,  in  1830,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  America  in  1833, 
when  but  three  years  of  age.  Thej^  landed 
in  New  York,  and  after  remaining  there  for  a  time 
the  familj'  resided  in  Baltimore  for  a  year.  Thej' 
subsequently  took  up  their  residence  in  the  then 
western  country  of  Ohio,  locating  at  Marietta.  Our 
subject  received  his  education  in  that  city,  the  fam- 
ily making  it  their  home  until  1846,  when,  again 
taking  up  the  line  of  westward  march,  they  this 
time  located  in  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa,  remaining  there 
for  a  few  years,  and  then  removed  to  Sigourney, 
Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa.  At  that  place  John  Heider 
began  the  study  of  law  with  Solomon  Start,  and 
after  being  under  his  teaching  for  two  years,  he 
attended  a  law  school,  and  was  then  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  18.56,  forming  a  partnership  with  his  old 
tutor,  under  the  firm-name  of  Start  &  Heider,  con- 
tinuing to  practice  in  that  relation  about  two 
years. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1857,  Mr.  Heider  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Martha  E.  Eystone,  who 
was  born  in  Richland,  Rush  Co.,  Ind.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Alice  (Armacost)  Eystone. 
She  emigrated  with  her  parents  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  in  1848,  and  while  attending  school 
in  the  cit}'  of  Washington,  became  acquainted  with, 
and  married  Mr.  Heider.  After  his  marriage,  hav- 
ing dissolved  partnership  with  Mr.  Start,  Mr.  Heider 
removed  to  Sigourney,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa,  there 
forming  a  partnership  with  G.  D.  Wooden.  The 
young  couple  resided  in  that  cit3'  until  1859,  then 
removed  to  Osceola,  Clarke  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
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also  engaged  in  practicing  his  profession  with 
Charles  E.  Millard.  In  May,  1861,  Mr.  Heider 
permanently  located  in  Burlington,  opened  a  law 
office,  and  in  the  spring  of  1863,  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  City  Treasurer,  filling  the  position  so 
satisfactorily  that  he  was  re-elected  for  five  or  six 
terms,  finally  refusing  to  serve  any  longer.  He  was 
elected  by  the  Republican  partj-,  and  his  work  being 
so  well  performed  there  was  no  opposition.  During 
the  time  which  Mr.  Heider  held  the  position  of  City 
Treasurer  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  insurance 
busiuess,  and  during  the  last  five  years  of  his  life 
was  special  agent  for  the  German  Insurance  Com- 
pany, of  Freeport,  111.,  and  under  his  management 
the  interests  of  the  company  were  rapidlj- advanced. 
Mr.  Heider  took  an  active  part  in  all  political 
and  public  matters,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  Trus- 
tee. Socially,  Mr.  Heider  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Legion  of 
Honor,  the  B.  A.  S.,  and  Secretary  of  tlie  Building 
and  Loan  Association.  Starting  in  life  a  poor  boy, 
by  his  honest  and  untiring  labors,  Mr.  Heider 
amassed  quite  a  competence.  On  the  18th  of 
March,  1883,  he  was  called  from  this  busy  life  to 
the  land  of  rest,  and  in  his  death  the  State  lost  one 
of  its  best  citizens,  his  acquaintances  a  noble  friend, 
and  the  family  a  kind  husband  and  father.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Heider  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
of  whom  Estella,  Cora  and  Edwin  died  in  infancy; 
Harry  W.  and  Walter  H.  are  still  living.  Mrs. 
Heider,  who  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  is  also  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbj'terian  Church.  During 
his  life  Mr.  Heider  ever  bore  the  reputation  of  a 
thoroughly  upright  man,  and  at  his  death  left  to  his 
children  the  priceless  heritage  of  a  good  name. 

eHARLES  SOWDEN,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Burlington,  was  born  in  Leeds,  Eng- 
land, Jan.  4,  1818,  and  is  a  son  of  Jeremiah 
and  Jane  Sowden,  who  were  the  parents  of  si.x  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  have  passed  away.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  country, 
received  a  common-school  education,  and  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  machinist's  trade,  serving  a  term 
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of  seven  years,  during'  which  time  he  became  a 
thorough  woikman.  Mr.  Sowilen  was  united  in 
marriage,  at  Mortram.  England,  Jan.  7,  1845 — Miss 
Pha>be  Parkin,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Daw- 
son) Parkin,  becoming  his  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parkin  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  five  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Phoebe,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Mavllia,  widow  of  Alexander  Howard  ;  F"annie,  wife 
of  Thomas  Howard;  Shepherd  and  Benjamin.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Parkin  were  members  of  the  Church  of 
England. 

In  1849,  Mr.  Sowden  and  his  young  wife  emi- 
grated to  Burlington,  where  he  first  found  employ- 
ment with  Hendrie  &  Foote,  in  their  machine  shop. 
He  soon  accumulated  enough  to  establish  himself  in 
business,  which  he  did  .at  222  South  Main  street, 
where  he  made  the  first  engine  that  was  built  in 
Burlington.  Mr.  Sowden  was  a  man  of  unimpeach- 
able reputation  and  integrity,  and  in  commercial 
circles  his  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  In  his 
business  he  ran  no  risks,  believing  it  better  to  make 
money  slowly,  always  counted  the  cost  before  tak- 
ing contracts  for  any  work,  and  by  this  careful 
manner  became  possessed  of  some  property  and 
considerable  money.  His  death  occurred  on  the 
18th  of  February,  1875. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snowden  were  the  p.irents  of  four- 
teen children,  and  five  of  the  sons  learned  their 
father's  trade.  James,  is  now  a  resident  of  Kansas 
City;  Thomas,  resides  in  Burlington;  Charles,  in 
Monroe,  Neb. ;  Mark,  in  Albuquerque,  N.  M. ;  Frank, 
Robert  and  Sarah  J.,  are  residents  of  Burlington; 
Harry,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa;  and  William  and  John, 
also  residents  of  Burlington.  Jlrs.  Snowden  is  a 
resident  of  Burlington,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by 
her  many  friends. 


LANSON  R.  STRICKLAND,  the  oldest 
passenger  conductor  in  years  of  service 
1 1  on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  North- 
ern Railroad,  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Mass.,  March  1,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Russell  and 
Margaret  (Newell)  Strickland,  both  of  whom  were 
also  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  descended  from 


old  New  England  families.  Our  subject  was  reared 
on  a  farm  till  twenty  years  of  .age,  when  he  engaged 
in  railroad  work.  On  the  16th  of  March,  1855,  in 
his  native  State,  he  wedded  Miss  Abbie  F.  Shat- 
tuck,  who  was  born  at  Bernardstown,  Mass.,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Abel  Shattuck.  Four  children  were 
born  unto  them,  three  sons  and  one  daughter;  two 
of  the  sons  are  deceased.  Those  living  are  Parke 
E.,  who  married  Miss  Percis  Coad,  and  resides  at 
Burlington;  Dais3',  who  is  the  wife  of  Murray  A. 
McArthur.  now  partner  of  Mr.  Strickland  in  the 
livery  business  at  Burlington.  Mr.  Strickland 
removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Mendota,  III.,  in 
1856,  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Railroad  Company  as  cashier  in 
the  freight  olfice  at  that  place,  and  remained  there 
about  two  years,  and  then  came  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  for  some  time  freight  agent  on 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy.  In  1861  he 
resigned  his  position  and  went  back  East  to  recu- 
perate his  failing  health.  After  a  year's  rest  he  took 
a  situation  as  conductor  on  the  AVab.ash  Railroad, 
witli  headquarters  at  Ft.  Wayne.  Ind.  He  remained 
in  the  employ  of  that  company  about  two  years 
and  a  half  and  then  resigned  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  at  Ft.  Wayne,  and  after  a  couple 
of  years  residence  there  he  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Burlington  and  again  engaged  with  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincj'  as  conductor  of  a  passenger 
train  running  between  Burlington  and  Chari- 
ton. In  1868,  he  engaged  with  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  as  passenger  conductor, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  as  Su- 
perintendent of  Construction  on  the  Burlington  & 
Southwestern  Railroad,  he  has  been  in  that  com- 
pany's service  continuously  since.  For  upward  of 
thirty  years  Mr.  Strickland  has  been  a  resident  of 
Burlington,  Iowa.  In  June,  1887,  in  company 
with  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  McArthur,  he  purchased 
the  livery  business  at  the  corner  of  South  Third 
and  Valley  streets,  where  they  have  a  large  and 
well-stocked  establishment,  keeping  a  fine  assort- 
ment of  carriages  and  an  excellent  lot  of  horses. 
The  business  is  under  the  care  and  management  of 
the  proprietors,  Messrs.  Strickland  &  McArthur. 
For  the  past  twenty  years,  Mr.  Stickland  has  been 
conductor   of    the   Burlington,    Cedar   Rapids   & 
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Northern  Railroad,  having  held  that  position  longer 
than  any  other  man  in  the  company's  service. 
That  he  is  deservedlj'  popular  witli  the  traveling 
l)ublic  and  the  company's  managers  is  best  shown  b^' 
the  long  term  of  years  that  be  has  been  employed 
in  his  present  capacity  and  the  many  warm 
friends  he  has  made. 


\i:OSEPH  S.  HEIZP:R  was  born  in  Yellow 
Spring  Township,  Jan.  7,  1848,  and  there  yet 
resides  npon  a  Bue  farm  of  175  acres  on 
section  30.  He  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Elizabeth  (Brown)  Heizer.  His  early  life  was  spent 
upon  the  farm,  his  education  being  received  at  the 
district  schools,  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the 
Y'ellow  Spring  College  at  Kossuth.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  began  working  for  his  father  on  shares, 
and  two  j'ears  later,  having  accumulated  sufficient 
capital,  purchased  eighty  acres  of  partly  improved 
land  on  section  22  of  the  same  township.  On  the 
3d  of  September,  18G8,  Mr.  Heizer  was  united  in 
raarritige  with  Martha  Stathem.  who  was  born  in 
Yellow  Spring  Township,  April  22,  18.50,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Charles  O.  and  Mary  (Hughes)  Sta- 
them, the  father,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
mother  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stathem  were  early 
settlers  of  Des  Moines  County,  having  located  on 
section  19,  Y^ellow  Spring  Township,  in  1845.  This 
continued  to  be  their  home  until  the  death  of  the 
husband,  which  occurred  Nov.  21,  1875,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years.  His  wife  still  survives  him 
and  is  a  resident  of  Kossuth.  In  early  life  Mr. 
Stathem  became  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  was  ever  one  of  the  active  workers.  He 
was  a  good  Bible  student,  and  in  connection  with 
his  Church  work  aided  greatlj'  in  the  advancement 
of  the  educational  interests  of  the  township.  A 
strong  advocate  of  abolition  principles,  he  did  all  in 
his  power  to  abolish  slavery,  and  was  likewise 
always  firm  in  his  support  of  temperance  principles. 
He  reared  a  large  famil}'of  children,  three  of  whom 
are  residents  of  this  count}':  Mary  Naomi,  residing 
in  Kossuth  with  her  mother;  Sherman,  residing  on 


section    19,  Y'"ellow  Spring  Township;  and  Martha, 
wife  of  our  subject. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heizer 
took  up  their  residence  on  the  farm  purchased  by  the 
husband,  and  there  they  resided  for  six  years.  In 
1876  this  land  was  sold  and  100  acres  on  section  30 
of  the  same  township  were  purchased,  and  there 
the  family  has  since  resided.  More  lands  were 
added,  until  now  the  farm  consists  of  175  acres  of 
the  finest  cultivated  land  in  that  section  of  the 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heizer  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Edward  H., 
Charles  B.,  Nathaniel,  Irene  A.  and  Morris  B.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Heizer  are  both  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Deacon,  and  he  has 
also  held  the  office  of  School  Director.  He  is  a  sys- 
tematic farmer,  everything  upon  his  lands  denoting 
thrift  and  industry,  and  as  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  the  county  is  gi'eatlj'  esteemed. 
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JOHN  N.  HELD,  commercial  traveler  and  one 
of  the  earlj' settlers  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  South  Baden,  German}-,  May  IG, 
1 832.  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Gertrude 
(Groman)  Held.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
land  and  there  received  a  common-school  education. 
Hearing  of  the  good  openings  in  this  country,  and 
having  an  uncle  in  New  Y'ork,  Mr.  Held  left  his 
home  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States.  Landing  in  New  York  City,  he 
there  spent  a  short  time  with  his  uncle  and  then 
went  to  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade.  In  1851,  he 
traveled  extensively  over  the  Middle  and  North- 
western States  in  search  of  a  location,  and  in  1854, 
settled  permanently  in  Burlington,  where  he  was 
employed  in  the  construction  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Railroad  on  the  first  section  that 
was  built.  In  1857  Mr.  Held  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  on  the  corner  of  Maple  and  Tenth 
streets,  following  that  occupation  for  about  eighteen 
months,  and  in  1  SCO  entered  the  store  of  T.  W.  Bar- 
bydt.  Three  years  later,  he  went  on  the  road  as  a 
traveling  s.alesman,  selling  boots  and  shoes,  and 
remained   in   that  employment  until  1870.      From 
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that  time  until  1885,  he  traveled  for  A.  G.  Adams, 
wholesale  boot  and  shoe  dealer  of  Burlington,  and 
then  again  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Barhydt, 
with  whom  he  still  continues. 

Mr.  Held  was  married  in  McKeithsport,  Allegheny 
Co.,  Pa. — Miss  Louisa  Bach  becoming  his  wife. 
Nine  children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  Marj', 
Charles  H.,  Emma,  Louisa,  Annie,  Lydia,  Minnie, 
William  and  John  N.,  Jr.  Mr.  Held  is  a  member 
of  Burlington  Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  commenced 
at  the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder  of  life  to  work 
his  way  up  to  success  and  fortune,  and  by  close 
attention  to  business  has  accumulated  a  comfort- 
able property  and  has  a  fine  residence  on  the 
corner  of  Barrett  and  South  Boundary  streets. 
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L.  ELLERY,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born 
March  6,  1845,  iii  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  is 
a  descendant  of  William  Ellerj'.  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  oldest  signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  At  the  early  age  of  six  years 
he  was  taken  to  Paris,  France,  by  his  parents,  re- 
maining there  for  three  or  four  years,  his  education 
being  cared  for  by  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Mr. 
Ellery's  father,  being  a  large  importer  of  dry-goods, 
was  forced,  through  circumstances,  to  cross  the 
ocean  many  times  to  purchase  goods.  After  re- 
maining in  Paris  four  years,  his  parents  concluded 
to  return  to  America,  again  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Brooklj'n.  Our  subject  was  then  sent  to  a 
private  boarding-school  at  .South  Farms,  Conn., 
where  he  remained  two  j-ears,  when,  his  father  being 
called  to  Europe,  he  again  crossed  the  waters  with 
his  parents,  returning  home  after  a  few  months.  In 
the  year  1857  a  third  trip  to  the  Old  Country  was 
made,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law  and  sis- 
ter, where  he  remained  three  years,  attending  school 
in  Basel,  Switzerland. 

Mr.  EUerj',  Sr.,  who  was  then  living  at  Irving- 
ton  on  the  Hudson,  sold  his  property  there,  and 
moved  to  New  York  City,  where  the  family  re- 
sided for  a  number  of  years.  About  the  year 
18G2,  having  been  appointed  by  Abraham  Lincoln 


to  611  an  important  office  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  he 
moved  to  that  city,  our  subject  going  with  the 
family,  and  there  remaining  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  In  1866  he  came  to  Burlington,  and  e- 
mained  in  the  city  two  years,  being  employed  by 
Werner  Boecklin  in  the  paint  and  oil  business. 

Leaving  Burlington,  he  again  returned  to  New 
York,  and  on  the  10th  of  October,  1868,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  J.  Tanner,  of  War- 
ren, R.  I.,  who  was  a  descendant  of  President 
Madison.  A  few  months  after  his  marriage  he  re- 
moved to  Jackson,  Mich.,  accepting  a  clerkship  on 
the  Grand  River  Valley  Railroad,  which  is  a  branch 
of  the  Michigan  Central. 

Mr.  EUery  always  had  a  great  love  for  the  music 
business,  but  never  having  a  chance  to  secure  the 
position  he  wished,  was  forced  to  make  his  living 
as  best  he  could.  Removing  to  Hastings,  Mich.,  he 
was  employed  in  loading  cars  until  1871,  when  he 
received  a  telegram  from  Leo  Carper,  who  was  for- 
merl3'  general  freight  agent  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Railroad,  to  come  to  Burlington. 
He  was  given  a  clerkship  in  the  office,  holding  that 
position  until  the  consolidation  of  the  B.  &.  M.  with 
the  C,  B.  and  Q.,  in  1872,  when  he  was  again 
thrown  out  of  employment.  Not  being  able  to  se- 
cure a  position  of  any  kind,  Mr.  Ellery  concluded 
to  try  and  secure  the  agency  for  some  piano,  but 
this  was  quite  difficult,  as  few  manufacturers  liked 
to  consign  their  instruments  without  some  security'. 
At  last  such  a  situation  was  obtained,  and  during 
that  year  he  disposed  of  twelve  pianos,  but  having 
no  store  or  place  of  business,  was  forced  to  sell  at 
low  margins.  In  1873  he  was  offered  the  position 
as  salesman  by  George  Quinby,  whohad  just  opened 
a  fine  music  store.  He  remaineil  in  his  employ  for 
a  year,  when  the  W.  W.  Kimball  Com()any,  of 
Chicago,  offered  him  their  goods  on  consignment, 
but  having  no  capital,  he  found  this  to  be  hard 
work,  aiid  making  no  profits,  was  obliged  to  give 
up  the  store.  He  was  then  employed  by  Decker 
Bros.,  of  New  York,  until  1.S81,  when  the  Kimball 
Company  started  a  l)ranch  store  in  Burlington,  and 
gave  Mr.  Ellery  a  salary.  At  last,  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  his  love  for  the  music  business. 
The  company  has  given  many  evidences  of  their 
appreciation  of  his  labors,  and  the  regard  in  which 


-^^ 


■•► 


292 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


he  is  held  bj^  them  was  shown  in  1 884,  when  they 
gave  him  the  management  of  this  branch  store,  of 
which  he  was  in  charge  until  the  summer  of  1888, 
during  which  time  he  has  sold  some  four  hundred 
organs  and  two  hundred  pianos  at  retail. 
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JL.  ENGLAND,  furniture  c 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Washinc 
In  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  G 
(Elliott)    England.     The 


ENGLAND,  furniture  dealer  in  Danville, 
igton  County,  Pa., 
George  and  Sarah 
paternal  ancestry 
was  of  Scotch  and  Welch  origin,  the  maternal  of 
English  parentage.  George  England  was  married 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  that  State  his  death  oc- 
curred. His  wife  came  to  this  county,  where  she 
died  in  1872.  Slie  was  the  mother  of  four  children, 
our  subject  being  the  only  resident  of  Iowa;  Eliza- 
beth mari'ied  Daniul  Lindsay,  a  real-estate  dealer  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  her  sister  Ruth  finds  a  home 
witii  them  in  that  city ;  Martha  became  the  wife  of 
Wiley  Tennis,  a  farmer  residing  near  the  England 
homestead,  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  1860  our  subject  first  came  to  this  county. 
He  returned  to  Pennsylvania  the  same  winter,  re- 
maining until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  16th  Penns}'lvania  Cavalry,  serving  until  his  dis- 
charge in  the  Arm}-  of  the  Potomac.  Mr.  England 
was  a  participant  in  many  of  the  hard-fought  bat- 
tles of  the  war,  namely:  Chancellorsville,  Mine 
Run,  AVilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor  and 
many  others  of  note  in  the  history  of  the  war  as 
being  bloody  fields.  In  many  of  the  charges  made 
around  Petersburg  our  subject  also  participated, 
and  was  one  of  Dalhgrcn's  picked  men  for  the  Kil- 
patrick  raid  around  Richmond.  While  engaged  in 
the  skirmish  at  Ream's  Station,  on  the  Weldon 
Railroad,  a  rebel  bullet  shattered  his  left  arm,  and 
he  was  sent  to  the  Chestnut  Hill  Hospital  at  Phil- 
adelphia, from  which  he  was  discharged  with  an  arm 
rendered  almost  useless. 

After  his  return  to  Pennsjivania  Mr.  England 
married  Miss  Margaret  Malone,  and  in  1868  re- 
moved to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  near  Middle- 
town.  He  later  purchased  a  farm  in  Scott  Town- 
ship, Henry  County,  disposing  of  that  and  becom- 
ing a  resident  of  Danville  in   1876.     Establishing 


himself  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business 
at  once,  Mr.  England  has  conducted  it  successfully 
ever  since.  In  October,  1887,  he  was  commissioned 
Deputy  Postmaster  of  Danville,  and  the  office  is 
located  in  his  furniture  room. 

Eight  children  have  been  born  to  J.  L.  England 
and  Margaret  Malone,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
James,  Martha  and  Elmer  were  born  in  Pennsylva- 
nia; May,  Clara  and  Bessie  in  Iowa.  Mr.  England 
is  identified  not  only  with  business  and  social  cir- 
cles, but  is  a  member  of  and  for  several  3'ears  has 
been,  acting  Tyler  of  Danville  Lodge,  No.  48,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M. 


OBERT  ALLEN,  President  of  the  Burling- 
^^y/  ton  Wire  Mattress  Companj',  was  horn  in 
/LA\\  County  Wexford,  Ireland,  May  11,  1833. 
fc;j,'  When  about  ten  years  of  age  he  went  to 
Liverpool,  England,  and  there  received  his  literary 
and  business  education.  He  served  a  five  years' 
apprenticeship  with  one  of  the  largest  firms  in  that 
cit}'  in  general  merchandising.  When  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  emigrated  to  America  with  his 
parents,  coming  directl}"^  to  Burlington,  and  en- 
gaged with  his  father  in  farming  in  Des  Moines 
County  for  two  j'ears.  Going  to  the  cit}-,  he  then 
engaged  with  Messrs.  Ross  &  Whipple  in  the  hard- 
ware business,  and  later  in  the  employ  of  J.  Mor- 
ton &  Co.,  continuing  in  the  same  business  when 
those  gentlemen  sold  out  to  James  W.  Grimes  & 
Co.  In  the  year  1862,  Mr.  Allen  bought  out  a 
branch  hardware  store  of  J.  W.  Grimes  &  Co.,  on 
Jefferson  street,  two  years  later  taking  in  George 
Whipple  as  a  partner,  the  firm  then  being  known  as 
Allen  &  Whipple.  This  partnersiiip  continued  until 
January,.  1879,  when  Mr.  Allen  sold  his  interest  to 
his  partner,  and,  in  a  small  way,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wire  mattresses,  the  business  grad- 
ually growing  from  year  to  year,  and  in  January, 
1887,  the  concern  was  changed  to  an  incorporated 
company,  having  a  capital  stock  of  §75,000.  Mr. 
Allen  was  elected  President,  Mr.  Batchelor,  Super- 
intendent, and  William  A.  Searles,  Secretary. 

At  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  Nov.  22,  1860,  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Allen  and  Miss  Annie  E.  Clark  was  cele- 
brated.  Mrs.  Allen  was  born  in  Gardiner,  Maine,  and 
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is  a  daugliter  of  Aiisyl  Clark,  of  Maine.  This  union 
has  been  graceii  with  three  children — two  sons  and  a 
daughter:  Bertie  died  when  twenty-two  months 
old  ;  an  infant  daughter  died  unnamed  ;  and  Charles 
died  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Allen  is  a  Republican.  He  was 
elected  Alderman  in  1865,  served  as  Deputy  United 
Collector  in  about  1875,  and  is  at  present  a  member 
of  the  Burlington  City  Council.  Socially,  Mr. 
Allen  is  a  member  of  the  Flint  Hills  Lodge,  K.  of 
P.,  was  Deputy  Grand  Chancellor,  and  is  now  Past 
Chancellor.^ 


i^,  AVID  LEONARD,  deceased.  Too  great 
honor  can  not  be  paid  to  the  pioneers  who 
have  built  up  Des  Moines  Count}',  placing 
it  in  the  front  rank  of.  the  counties  of  the 
State,  and  as  such  a  pioneer,  we  are  pleased  to  re- 
cord Mr.  David  Leonard.  He  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.,  March  12,  1816.  and  was  a  son 
of  Abner  and  Elizabeth  (Letterraan)  Leonard.  On 
his  father's  side  he  was  of  English  ancestry,  the  first 
of  the  name  coming  to  this  country  with  the  Pil- 
grim Fathers.  On  his  mother's  side  he  was  of  Ger- 
man ancestry.  When  but  a  lad  of  twelve  years  he 
emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Franklin  Countj', 
Ohio,  where  his  boyhood  days  were  passed  upon  a 
farm.  He  received  a  liberal  education,  that  at  the 
common  schools  lieing  supplemented  by  a  course  in 
Athens  College.  He  resided  with  his  parents  until 
March  2,  1841,  when  he  was  united  in  m.arringe  with 
Miss  Mary  S.  Dustin,  a  native  of  Delaware  County, 
Ohio,  born  in  Galena,  in  that  State,  Aug.  24,  1821. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Ann  (Carpenter) 
Dustin,  the  father  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  the 
mother  of  Lancester  County,  Pa.  Her  parents  re- 
moved, about  1811,  to  Delaware  Countj^,  Ohio, 
where  her  father  was  engaged  in  milling  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1862.  Her  mother  died 
when  Mrs.  Leonard  was  but  two  j'ears  of  age. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in 
Franklin  County,  Ohio,  remaining  there  until  the 
spring  of  1842,  when  deciding  to  go  to  the  then  Far 
West,  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Des  Moines 
Count}',  Iowa,  settling  on  section   25,  Flint  River 


Township,  where  Mr.  Leonard  had  purchased  a 
partly  improved  farm.  Upon  this  land  a  small 
cabin  had  been  erected,  and  into  this  they  moved, 
living  in  the  pioneer  style.  The  now  finely  culti- 
vated farm  of  200  acres  was  then  but  a  wild  prairie, 
deer  and  wolves  roaming  over  the  land  and  every- 
thing being  in  an  uncultivated  state,  but  now  this 
is  all  changed.  The  old  cabin  has  long  since  given 
way  to  a  beautiful  and  commodious  country  resi- 
dence, erected  in  1864,  which  is  surrounded  by 
grand  old  shade-trees,  planted  by  the  hand  of  Mr. 
Leonard,  barns  and  out-buildings  have  been  erected, 
and  everything  may  be  found  upon  the  place  that 
is  necessarj'  to  a  well-regulated  farm.  P"ive  chil- 
dren blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard: 
Howard  D.  sacrificed  his  young  life  upon  the  altar 
of  his  country,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
K,  14th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  dying  while  in  the  serv- 
ice at  Cairo,  111.,  March  18,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years;  Anna  E.,  widow  of  Abner  Leon- 
ard, resiiles  with  her  mother;  David  H.  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  years;  Charles  S.  died  when  but  two 
years  old;  and  Lillie  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Leonard  was  an  active  and  devoted  member 
of  the  Congreg.ational  Church,  and  took  great  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  Sunday  school.  In  all 
enterprises  for  the  public  good  he  was  a  zealous  la- 
borer, and  for  many  years  served  as  Trustee  and 
President  of  the  School  Board.  A  Republican  in 
politics,  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  his  party, 
always  ready  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  its  in- 
terests. A  strong  advocate  of  prohibition,  and  a 
leader  in  temperance  work,  Mr.  Leonard  served  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  whose  duty  it  was  to 
provide  speakers  and  lecturers  for  his  congressional 
district.  He  was  elected  a  Director  of  the  Bur- 
lington &  Northwestern  Railroad,  being  chosen 
Vice  President  of  the  company  in  1878.  He  al- 
wa}'S  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  railroad  affairs  of 
the  county,  and  was  President  of  the  proposed 
Burlington,  Denmark  &  Keosauqua  Railroad.  One 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Iowa  Horticultural  Society 
in  1866,  Mr.  Leonard  was  elected  its  Treasurer, 
holding  the  office  for  nine  consecutive  years.  In 
1869  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  American 
Pomological  Society,  wliich  met  that  j'ear  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  was  one-  of  the  original  members  of 
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the  Des  Moines  Agricultural  Society,  being  one  of 
the  Directors.  Always  a  friend  to  education,  Mr. 
Leonard,  in  .June.  1875,  was  nanied  as  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Iowa  College,  located  at  Grinnell, 
and  b}-  the  General  Association  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Iowa,  was  soon  after  elected  to 
that  office  for  three  years,  and  in  .June,  1!:»78,  was 
chosen  permanent  Trustee.  Mr.  Leonard  came  to 
this  count}'  comparatively  a  poor  man.  but  by  in- 
dustry, economy,  and  the  assistance  of  his  good 
wife,  who  was  truly  a  helpmate  to  him,  he  gained  a 
comfortable  coni))etence. 

The  worthy  couple,  who  liad  lived  together  for 
.almost  forty-three  years,  were  separated  by  the 
hand  of  death,  Feb.  12,  1884.  to  be  united  no  more 
until  the  loving  wife  should  cross  the  dark  river 
and  again  meet  her  husltand.  Mr.  Leonard's  death 
was  not  only  mourned  by  his  immediate  family,  but 
numerous  friends  felt  the  sorrow  of  parting  with  a 
brotlier.  He  was  universallj'  honored  and  respected, 
and  the  temperance,  educational  and  church  work 
lost  in  him  an  ardent  supporter. 

Mrs.  Leonard  still  resides  on  the  old  home  place 
in  Flint  River  Township,  .around  which  so  many 
loving  associations  cluster.  A  most  estimable  lady, 
for  over  thirtj'  years  she  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Burlington,  though  now  her 
membership  is  with  the  same  denomin.ation  in  West 
Burlington.  In  the  temperance  work,  also,  she  was 
always  associated  with  her  husband,  and  for  the 
past  eight  years  has  been  President  of  the  W.  C- 
T.  U.  of  Burlington. 

To  none  is  the  honor  of  a  representation  in  this 
record  of  the  best  citizens  of  Des  ftloines  Count}' 
more  truly  due  than  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Leon- 
ard, and  none  will  be  regarded  with  greater  interest 
or  more  carefully  read  and  treasured.  It  is  with 
pleasure  that  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Leonard  is  given 
u|)on  a  preceding  page. 


^^■j  HARLES  H.  SUTPHEN,  retired,  P.  O.  Jol- 
(l(  iet.  111.,  was  born  in  Cherry  Valley,  Otsego 

^^  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  15,  1806.  His  father,  Gil- 
bert Sutphen,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  of  Dutch 
and  Irish  descent,   the  grandfather,  John  Sutpheu, 


having  come  from  Holland  some  time  before  the 
Revolutionary  War.  John  Sutphen's  wife  was  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Dublin, 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  America,  settling 
about  the  same  time.  Shortly  after  the  Revolution- 
.ary  War  the  family  moved  to  Cherry  Valley,  N. 
Y..  residing  on  a  farm  four  miles  south  of  the  vil- 
lage. On  this  farm  Gilbert  Sutphen  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  wedded  Mary  Higinbothan  in  Worchester, 
Otsego  County.  She  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  of 
English  descent  and  removed  to  Worchester,  N. 
Y.,  with  her  jjarents,  when  quite  young.  After 
their  marriage,  the  young  couple  continued  to  re- 
side in  Cherry  V.alJey  until  the  hieaking  out  of  the 
War  of  181"2.  when  the  liusband  was  called  upon 
to  help  defend  liis  country,  and  joining  the  army, 
fell  at  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane.  His  family 
consisted  of  five  children — Julia.  Ann,  Mary  Ann. 
Charles  II.,  Sarah  .and  Jane,  of  whom  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

After  his  father's  death,  Charles  II.  Sutphen,  then 
eight  years  of  age,  and  sent  to  live  with  his  grand- 
mother Higinbothan,  in  Cazenovia,  Madison  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  remained  two  years,  attending  school  a 
portion  of  the  time ;  he  afterward  lived  three  years 
with  James  Cagwin  of  the  same  count}'.  His  mother 
then  married  Thomas  Soutliworth,  of  Sherburne, 
Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  by  this  union  she  had 
two  daughters,  Harriet  and  Caroline,  both  now  de- 
ceased. Charles  then  resided  on  the  farm  with  his 
mother  until  the  age  twenty -one,  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  which  he  spent  in  attending  an  academy, 
but  his  health  being  impaired,  he,  on  the  advice  of 
a  physician,  went  to  Boston  and  took  a  voyage  on 
a  cod  fishing  vessel  up  the  straits,  returning  with 
his  health  somewhat  improved.  He  then  shipped  as 
captain's  clerk  with  Capt.  Law,  on  board  the  ship 
"Concordia"  in  the  merchant's  service,  making  one 
voyage.  On  his  return  to  Boston,  Capt.  Law  ob- 
tained a  situation  for  Mr.  Sutphen  in  the  custom 
house,  as  messenger  to  the  Surveyor  of  Customs, 
Elbridge  Gerry,  son  of  Elbridge  Gerry,  one  of  the 
Governors  of  Massachusetts  and  fifth  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States.  In  this  office  he  remained 
two  years,  spending  his  evenings  in  the  acquisition 
of  useful  knowledge.  Mr.  Gerry  then  secured  him 
a  situation  in  the  Pay  Department  of  the  United 
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States  Array,  where  he  remained  eight  3'ears,  or  until 
Sept.  1,  1834. 

Mr.  Sutphen  was  married  in  1831,  to  Elizabeth 
H.  Dow,  of  Boston,  and  in  April,  1834,  came  to 
Illinois  and  selected  a  timber  claim  at  the  head  of 
Indian  Creek,  in  La  Salle  County,  on  a  portion  of 
which  now  stands  the  village  of  Earlville.  He  re- 
turned for  his  family  in  May.  left  the  army  office 
Sept.  1,  and  started  for  Illinois,  where  they  arrived 
safely  at  their  new  home  in  October,  1834.  A 
double  log  house  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
present  village  of  Earlville,  and  there  Mr.  Sutphen 
began  farming.  In  1835,  the  land  came  into  the 
market,  and  in  1837,  he  purchased  1,000  acres, 
occupying  it  as  a  stock  farm  for  over  twenty  years. 
A  large  brick  house  took  the  place  of  the  little  log 
cabin,  it  being  erected  in  1853. 

Mr.  Sutphen  was  one  of  the  first  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  Indiana  precinct,  Earl  Township,  and  held 
the  office  continuously  for  fifteen  years,  and  then 
resigned.  He  was  Postmaster  of  Earlville  for  seven 
years,  and  held  many  other  prominent  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  Supervisor  from  that  town.  Mr. 
Sutphen  had  a  family  of  six  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters— Charles  T.  was  the  first  white  male  child  born 
in  the  township,  and  he  and  Albert  are  now  in  Cali- 
fornia; George  is  in  Aurora.  111.;  Frederick  in 
Missouri;  Gilbert  in  Iowa;  and  William  in  Nebraska. 
Sarah  married  S.  Cook,  now  deceased;  Carrie 
T.,  the  first  white  female  child  born  in  the  town- 
ship, is  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Graham,  of  St.  Louis; 
Mary  wedded  O.  C.  Gr.ay,  of  Ottawa,  and  they  are 
both  now  deceased.  Mr.  Sutphen's  wife  died  April 
6,  1  870,  and  in  1871  he  removed  to  Joliet,  where  he 
still  resides,  and  there  married  the  widow  of  the  late 
H.  D.  Higinbothan. 

■^OSEPH  B.  NEALLEY,  deceased,  was  born 
I  in  Lee  Count}',  N.  H.,  April  17,  1822.  On 
his  father's  side  he  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent, and  was  of  the  fourth  generation  from 
William  Nealley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  settled 
in  Nottingham,  N.  H.,  about  1725.  On  his  moth- 
er's side  he  was  descended  from  Henry  True,  a  na- 
tive of  Huddersfield,  Yorkshire,  England,  who  set- 


tied  in  Salem,  Mass.,  about  1635,  thus  connecting 
him  on  both  sides  with  the  early  settlers  of  New 
England.  His  patern.al  grandparents  were  Joseph 
Nealley  and  Susanna  Bowdoin,  and  their  names 
were  perpetuated  in  his.  His  parents,  Edward  Bow- 
doin Neallej-  and  Sally  True,  were  married  in  1809. 
The  former  was  born  in  Nottingham  Square,  N.  H., 
Dec.  15,  1784,  and  the  latter  in  Deerfleld,  N.  H., 
Oct.  25,  1789.  The  mother  was  left  a  widow  when 
our  subject  was  quite  young,  Edward  Nealley  dying 
in  Lee  Count}-,  N.  IL,  June  27,  1837.  He  was  a 
merchant  in  Lee,  N.  H.,  was  a  man  of  superior 
natural  ability,  held  various  public  ofHces,  and  was 
especially  active  in  promoting  the  improvement  of 
schools  and  of  society.  His  wife  was  a  woman  of 
faith,  hope  and  unbounded  charity,  and  a  devoted 
mother. 

After  the  father's  death  the  family  remained  in 
Lee  County,  N.  H.,  until  October,  1844.  and  then 
came  directly  to  Burlington,  where  a  farm  of  200 
acres  was  purchased,  and  Joseph  and  his  brother 
Greenleaf  embarked  in  the  nursery  business.  The 
elder  brother  had  been  in  the  West  some  years  prior 
to  this.  They  continued  in  this  business  until  the 
death  of  the  elder  brother,  which  occurred  about 
the  year  1878,  at  which  time  it  was  discontinued. 
Joseph  Nealley  removed  to  the  city  of  Burlington 
in  1883,  retiring  from  active  business.  His  mother, 
who  had  come  to  Burlington  with  her  children,  died 
Sept.  28,  1850. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1859,  Mr.  Nealley  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  E.  Hill, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Moses  and  Elizabeth  (Clarke)  Hill, 
the  father  a  native  of  Warner,  N.  IL,  and  the 
mother  of  Northwood,  N.  H.  Four  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill:  Mary  F.,  wife  of 
Gardiner  Ingersoll,  died  in  Marengo,  111.,  in  August, 
1885,  and  was  buried  in  Burlington;  Elizabeth  C. 
died  in  Burlington  in  1867;  one  son  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Nealley  completes  the  family,  was  the 
first  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  born  in  Northwood, 
June  8,  1839.  The  family  came  to  Iowa  in  1851, 
Mr.  Hill  engaging  in  milling  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  January  27th,  1876,  at  Port  Hudson,  La. 
He  had  gone  there  to  attend  to  business  matters, 
was  taken  sick  and  died,  his  remains  being  brought 
back  and  interred  in  the  Aspen  Cemetery  near  Bur- 
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lington.  He  was  a  Deacon  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Burlington,  in  which  he  was  an  ac- 
tive member,  and  was  one  of  Burlington's  wealthy 
and  highly  respected  citizens.  Mrs.  Hill  also  be- 
longed to  the  Congregational  Ciuircli  and  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Joseph  Nealley. 
She  is  now  in  her  seventy-ninth  3'ear,  and  is  a  most 
intelligent  and  well-preserved  laily  for  one  of  her 
age. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nealley: 
Edward  M.,  now  a  stenographer  and  student  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Power,  a  leading  attorney  of  Bur- 
lington; Lillie,  residing  at  home;  and  tliree  chil- 
dren who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Nealley  was  called  to  his  last  rest  Aug.  26, 
1883.  and  in  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its 
best  citizens,  and  llie  family  a  kind  and  indulgent 
husband  and  father.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
was  one  of  the  Directors  and  also  Vice  President  of 
the  German-American  .Savings  Bank,  and  was  in- 
terested in  the  Island  Mills.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican.  A  liberal,  generous  man,  Mr.  Nealley 
gave  freely  to  all  Church  work  and  to  worthy  pub- 
lic enterprises,  and  w.as  higlilj'  honored  wherever 
he  was  known.  The  following  is  an  extract  from 
some  remarks  made  b}-  Rev.  William  Salter,  at  his 
funeral': 

"  He  was  the  seventh  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
only  one  remains.  At  the  age  of  twentj'-two  he 
came  with  his  widowed  mother,  his  elder  brother, 
the  late  beloved  and  lamented  Greenleaf  C.  Neal- 
ley, and  five  sisters,  one  of  them  the  same  age  as 
himself,  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  here,  for  more 
than  forty  years,  has  been  the  family  home.  To 
him,  as  to  the  others  of  the  amiable  and  devoted 
circle,  life  brought  its  common  joy  and  sorrow. 
Having  borne  their  part,  one  and  another  have  gone 
to  their  eternal  home.  Their  mutual  love  and  af- 
fection, their  kindlj^  spirit,  their  generous  interest 
in  whatever  has  appertained  to  the  improvement 
of  society,  the  devotion  of  the  brothers  to  flowers 
and  trees,  to  planting  the  bare  and  naked  prairies 
of  the  wilderness  with  orchards  and  gardens,  and 
embowering  the  homes  of  the  land  with  taste  and 
beauty,  have  entered  into  the  framework  and  life 
of   our  social   order,   and   are  among   the   hidden 


foundations  of  the  prosperity  and  happiness  we  en- 
joy as  a  people. 

■'  But  as  the  grass  withercth  and  the  flower  fadeth, 
so  the  beauty  and  glory  of  man  must  crumble  .and 
vanish.  Enfeebled  health  and  loss  of  vigor,  weari- 
ness and  prostration  attend  man,  as  we  have  seen 
the  orchards  and  gardens,  planted  by  the  first  set- 
tlers, blighted  with  frost,  rust  and  dec.iy.  None 
can  resist  the  ravages  of  time  or  the  silent  footsteps 
of  disease  and  death.     We  shall  soon  say : 

'  The    melancholy    days    have    come,  the 
saddest  of  the  year, 
Of  wailing  winds,  and  naked  woods,  the 
meadows  brown  and  sear.' 

And  now  we  must  lay  awaj'  the  form  of  our  brother 
in  the  grave,  where  the  gentle  flowers  he  loved  will 
be  shortly  gathered  in  their  lowly  beds  with  the  fair 
and  good  of  ours.  '  Not  as  I  will,  but  as  Thou 
wilt.' " 

The  memory  of  Joseph  B.  Nealley  will  long  be 
enshrined  in  the  hearts,  not  only  of  his  own  family, 
but  of  hundreds  of  friends  to  whom  his  upright 
conduct  and  kindl}'  traits  of  character  had  greatly 
endeared  him. 

LEXANDER  DAVIS,  residing  on  section 
19,  Burlington  Township,  Des  Moines  Co. 
Iowa,  was  born   in  Belmont  County,  Ohio, 
(^  Oct.   4,  1805,  and  is  a  son  of  Elijah  and 

Hannah  (Shulk)  Davis,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Lewis,  Daniel  and  Michael,  all  deceased; 
Elijah,  a  resident  of  Virginia;  Tyler  W. ;  Phcebe, 
widow  of  John  Graham,  resides  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. The  fatiier  of  these  children  moved  to  Ohio 
at  a  very  early  d.ay,  and  about  the  year  1818  re- 
moved to  Tyler  County,  Va.,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  about  1828,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1843, 
her  death  occurring  at  the  age  of  eighty-five. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  the 
farm  and  in  attending  the  subscription  schools. 
He  was  united  in  marriage,  Oct.  29,  1828,  with 
Susan  Steenrod.  She  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
though  reared  in  Ohio.  Thej'  have  been  the  parents 
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of  ten  children:  Caroline,  wife  of  George  Merri- 
man,  resides  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  Charlotte,  deceased  ; 
Clorinda.  wife  of  Isaac  Herrill,  a  farmer  in  Burling- 
ton Township;  Charles,  supposed  to  be  in  Cali- 
fornia; J"/phraim,  who  died  in  the  service,  was  a 
member  of  the  25th  Iowa  Infantry:  Edward  was 
also  a  member  of  the  25th  Iowa  Infantr}' ;  George, 
residing  in  California;  John,  who  has  charge  of  the 
home  farm,  wedded  Edith  Ashniore.  a  native  of 
Des  Moines  County,  and  daughter  of  George  and 
Margaret  (Sheldon)  Ashmore,  who  were  early  set- 
tlers in  Des  Moines  County.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  them — Katie  and  Harrj'. 

Mr.  Davis  emigrated  to  Iowa  in  1843,  settling 
in  Des  Moines  County,  where  he  purchased  200 
acres  of  land  on  section  19.  Burlington  Township, 
and  this  has  continued  to  be  his  home  ever  since. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  passed  sixty  years  of 
wedded  life,  and  are  among  the  most  highlj'-re- 
spected  people  of  Des  Moines  County;  both  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Democrat. 


ylLLIAM  M.  SOMMERVILLE,  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  22, 
Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa, 
was  born  May  29,  1804,  at  Greencastle,  Pa.,  after- 
ward called  Gettysburg,  the  site  of  that  famous 
battle.  His  parents  were  Alexander  L.  and  Gracie 
(Miller)  Sommerville.  The  father  emigrated  from 
Ireland  to  America  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  embark- 
ing as  a  vender  of  Irish  linen ;  the  mother's  ances- 
tors, who  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  came 
to  this  country  with  William  Penn.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sommerville  were  the  parents  of  sixteen  children, 
fourteen  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  eleven  of 
that  number  grew  to  be  men  and  women,  though 
only  three  are  yet  living:  George  A.,  a  resident  of 
Kansas;  Alexander,  wiio  res'des  near  New  Orleans; 
and  our  subject.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
about  the  j'ear  1833.  the  mother  about  the  year 
1857,  and  both  were  members  of  the  New  Light 
Church.  About  the  ye.ar  1805  the  family  removed 
to  Clarksburg,  Va.,  where  William  M.  was  educated. 
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His  father  was  one  of  the  finely-educated  men  of 
that  communitj',  was  a  true  Christian  gentleman, 
honest,  upright  and  beloved  by  all,  and  in  that 
county  served  as  Sheriff  for  eighteen  j-ears.  He 
was  instrumental  in  the  org.aniz.ation  of  the  first 
bank  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  was  selected  by  its 
Board  of  Directors  to  carry  8150,000  in  gold  and 
silver  from  Winchester,  Va.,  to  Marietta,  and  tak- 
ing his  trusty  horse,  he  made  the  trip  on  horseback 
in  safety. 

Until  twentj'-two  years  of  age  William  M.  Som- 
merville remained  in  Clarksburg,  where  he  engaged 
in  buying  stock,  and  became  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  countj'.  On  the  4th  of  January,  1831, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Temperance  M. 
Bond,  a  Christian  wom.an  of  rare  graces.  The 
young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in  Harrison 
County,  W.  Va. ;  and  in  that  county  Mr.  Som- 
merville helped  to  build  three  court-houses.  He 
remained  in  that  Stale  until  1846,  and  then  removed 
to  Iowa,  purchasing  126  .acres  of  land  on  section 
22,  Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  where 
he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  Besides  his  farm 
land  Mr.  Sommerville  is  the  owner  of  twenty-three 
town  lots  in  Dodgeville,  besides  other  valuable 
propertj',  and  his  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms 
in  Franklin  Township.  All  he  owns  is  the  result 
of  his  own  exertions,  and  through  his  energy  and 
economy  he  has  gained  a  comfortable  competence, 
a  most  beautiful  home,  and  is  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  of  life. 

Six  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple: 
Palermo,  deceased  ;  Helen,  widow  of  Henry  Church- 
man; .Sophrona,  Almerine;  Ada,  wife  of  James 
Elting,  of  Mediapolis;  and  Catherine,  who  died 
j'oung.  For  half  a  centur3'  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Sommer- 
ville shared  life's  joys  and  sorrows  together,  but  on 
the  1 7th  of  March,  1881,  the  mother  was  called  to 
her  final  home,  and  by  her  death  the  famil}'  lost  a 
kind  and  indulgent  wife  and  mother,  and  her 
neighbors  a  sympathizing  friend.  Many  things 
about  the  home  constantly  bring  her  to  mind,  and 
the  flowers,  which  she  alwa3's  loved  to  care  for,  are 
thus  made  especially  dear.  Mr.  Sommerville  has 
held  various  township  offices,  and  for  many  years 
served  as  Justice  or  the  Peace.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  ballot  for  Aiidrc^w  Jackson,   and    h.as 
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voted  with  the  Democratic  party  continuously  since. 
As  a  citizen  lie  is  honorable  and  upright,  and  for 
inan_v  years  has  been  a  member  of  Christ's  Church, 
and  a  consistent  Christian,  living  up  to  his  pro- 
fessions. 


?)AYLOR  LOUGEE  PARSONS,  a  pioneer 
(■fC»SV  merchant  of  Burlington.  Iowa,  and  an  hon- 
^^'  ored  resident  of  that  citj'  for  forty-five  3'ears, 
is  a  native  of  Parsonfield,  York  Count}',  Maine,  and 
was  born  on  the  12th  day  of  Jul}',  1810.  His  par- 
ents, Thomas  and  Anna  (Lougee)  Parsons,  were 
residents  of  that  town,  where  they  were  highly  re- 
spected as  worthy  Christian  people.  Mr.  Parsons' 
father  was  born  in  Effingham,  N.  H.,  and  was 
descended  from  Thomas  Parsons,  an  English  emi- 
grant, who  came  to  America  in  the  early  history  of 
the  country,  and  settled  in  York  County,  Maine,  at 
what  is  know  as  Parsonfield,  which  was  named  in  his 
lionor.  His  mother  was  born  at  Parsonfield,  and 
was  of  Scotch  descent. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  and 
received  such  educational  advantages  as  the  local 
schools  afforded,  which  were  supiileniented  by  self- 
instruction.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Par- 
sons went  to  Canada,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
leaching  English  and  French  schools,  pursuing  his 
studies  in  the  meantime,  and  thus  perfecting  and 
improving  his  scholarship.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1838,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Georgeville, 
District  of  St.  Francis  (then  Lower  Canada,  now  the 
Province  of  Quebec),  to  Miss  Abigail  B.  Copp,  a 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Hannah  (Blake)  Copp. 
Mrs.  Parsons  was  born  and  reared  at  Georgeville, 
and  eight  children  graced  their  union,  three  sons 
and  five  daughters:  Joshua,  the  eldest,  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years;  Hannah  Annette  is  the  wife  of  J. 
B.  Davis, of  Burlington,  Iowa;  Victoria  Louisa  died 
in  infancy;  Edwin  C.  married  Jliss  Christina  De- 
ment, and  resides  at  Dixon,  111. ;  Mary,  widow  of  S. 
F.  Rouse,  is  a  resident  of  Denver,  Col. ;  Abigail 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Jennie  L.  resides  with 
her  parents;  AYilliam  W.,  the  youngest,  married 
Miss  Grace  Priddlc,  and  is  in  business  at  Burlington. 

In  183S  Mr.  Parsons  formed  a  partnersliip  with 
his  father-in-law  in  the  mercantile    business  under 


the  firm  name  of  Joshua  Copp  &  Co.  They  con- 
ducted the  business  at  Georgeville  till  1843,  when, 
finding  the  times  in  Canada  to  be  dull,  with  no 
immediate  prospect  of  improvement,  they  came  to 
the  United  States  and  located  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where  they  arrived  June  9th  of  that  year.  They  at 
once  resumed  business  in  that  city  under  the  firm 
name  of  Copp  &  Parsons,  dealing  in  general  mer- 
chandise. In  1847  Mr.  Parsons'  nephew,  C.  B. 
Parsons,  who  iiad  been  in  the  employ  of  the  firm 
both  in  Canada  and  since  their  removal  to  Burling- 
ton, was  admitted  to  partnership,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Parsons,  Copp  &  Parsons.  Several  years 
later  Mr.  Copp  retired  from  the  business,  and  the 
firm  became  T.  L.  &  C.  B.  Parsons,  but  in  1867  Mr. 
Parsons'  eldest  son,  Edwin  C,  became  a  member  of 
the  firm,  and  the  father  retired  from  active  mer- 
chandising about  the  same  date,  afteran  experience 
of 'twenty-nine  years  of  continuous  mercantile  life 
five  of  which  were  spent  at  Georgeville,  Canada, 
and  twenty-four  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  On  coming 
to  this  city  Messrs.  Copp  and  Parsons  purchased 
considerable  real  estate,  which  included  lots  on  the 
north  side  of  Jefferson  street,  between  Fourth  and 
Fifth.  On  the  lot  cornering  Jefferson  and  Fifth 
streets  Mr.  Parsons  built  his  residence,  and  made 
that  his  home  till  April,  1883,  when  he  sold  tiie 
property  to  John  M.  Gregg,  who  erected  what  is 
known  as  the  Masonic  Block.  Mr.  Parsons  then 
removed  to  a  house  on  the  lot  adjoining  the  alley 
of  the  same  block.  Having  built  the  brick  block. 
No.  412  Jefferson  street,  in  1870,  he  moved  from 
the  old  house  in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  occupied 
the  second  and  third  floors  .as  a  residence  till  the 
spring  of  1888,  when  he  moved  to  his  present  com- 
modious and  pleasant  home,  at  No.  7  03  Summer 
street. 

Mr.  Parsons  has  always  been  independent  in  pol- 
itics, voting  for  the  m.aii  whom  he  believed  would 
prove  the  better  officer,  or  on  national  matters  with 
the  party  most  in  accord  with  his  views  at  the 
time.  The  Democrats,  he  admits,  have  the  greatest 
right  to  claim  his  allegiance.  Not  being  a  partisan, 
he  has  never  been  ambitious  of  political  honors,  nor 
time  or  inclination  for  much  pi-oniinence  in  politics. 
During  the  later  years  of  his  residence  in  George- 
ville, Canada,  he    served  as    Deputy  Postmaster  of 
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that  city,  and  since  liis  residence  at  Burlington  has 
served  in  the  City  Council,  on  the  Board  of  County 
Supervisors,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. He  always  exhibited  a  warm  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  served  several  years  as 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  cit3\ 

Mr.  Parsons'  parents  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  reared  their  children  to 
habits  of  industry,  integritj'  and  moralitj'.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  member  of  that  denomination,  but 
later,  when  he  had  children  of  his  own,  he  preferred 
the  system  of  religious  instruction  for  youth  in  use 
by  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  placing  his  children 
in  the  Sunday-school,  he  joined  his  wife  in  mem- 
bership witii  that  denomination,  with  which  they 
have  since  remained.  Mr.  Parsons  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Burlington  for  forty-five  years,  twentj'-four 
of  which  were  spent  in  active  and  successful  mer- 
cantile business.  Since  1867  be  has  emploj'ed  his 
time  in  improving  his  propertj',  erecting  substantial 
business  blocks,  dealing  in  real  estate,  or  in  seeing 
to  the  otherwise  profitable  investment  of  his  capital. 
He  has  been  largely  identified  with  the  growth  and 
improvement  of  the  city,  and  wortiiy  public  enter- 
prises have  always  received  his  cordial  support  and 
hearty  co-operation. 
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eHARLES  SPONHOLTZ,  general  insurance 
and  real  estate  agent  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
was  born  in  Rostock,  Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
Germany,  Sept.  6,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
H.  Sponholtz.  He  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation in  his  native  countrj',  which  included  a  study 
of  the  English  and  French  languages.  He  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  his  native  country, 
continuing  in  the  same  until  1860,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  America.  Arriving  in  New  York.  Mr. 
Sponholtz  proceeded  directly  to  Pittsburgh.  Pa.,  at 
which  place  he  was  engaged  in  the  dry -goods  busi- 
ness until  the  spring  of  1861.  when,  on  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  Civil  War,  he  enlisted,  on  the  first 
call  for  troops,  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  10th 
Pennsylvania  Three  Months'  Infantry.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  Sergeant,  served  the  term  of  his  enlist- 
ment, and  was  discharged  in  .July,  1861.     He  then 
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went  into  the  oil  regions,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  oil  business  until  the  winter  of  1867.  Remov- 
ing to  Rock  Island,  he  made  th.at  his  home  until  the 
following  spring,  when  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  in 
1869  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa. 

On  arriving  in  this  city  Mr.  Sponholtz  engaged 
as  insurance  solicitor  with  Mr.  J.  J.  Heiter,  and  later 
he  was  with  Mr.  Runge  in  the  confectionery  busi- 
ness for  two  years.  He  was  engaged  in  the  grocer^' 
business  with  the  firm  of  A.  V.  Dodge,  and  subse- 
quently was  employed  as  book-keeper  by  Philip 
Hoerr,  cracker  manufacturer.  In  1875  he  embarked 
in  the  grocery  business  for  himself,  but  sold  out  in 
the  summer  of  1876,  when  he  was  elected  Market- 
Master  bj'  the  City  Council.  He  held  that  jjosition 
under  different  administrations  for  six  years,  and 
then  engaged  in  the  above  mentioned  business,  in 
connection  with  which  he  is  a  notary  public  and  for- 
eign steamship  passage  agent. 

Mr.  Sponholtz  is  a  member  of  C.  L.  Matthes 
Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  Adjutant.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  Burlington  Lodge,  No.  20,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M. ;  likewise  holds  membership  in  Orchard 
Lodge,  No.  27,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  which  he  is  the 
present  Recorder. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  1868,  at  Keithsburg,  111.^ 
Mr.  Sponholtz  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Rose  Wolfe,  daughter  of  Joseph  Wolfe,  of  Cannons- 
burg,  Pa.  They  have  four  children  living,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Loring,  the  eldest,  is  a 
watch-maker  by  trade :  William  H.,  the  second  son, 
is  a  printer;  the  daughters,  Ida  May  and  Helen  D., 
are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sponholtz  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  is  the  only  rep- 
resentative of  his  family  in  America.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  is  a  respected  and  esteemed 
citizen. 


^  SAAC  NEWTON  RIPLEY,  capitalist,  residence 
I  408  South  Ninth  street,  Burlington,  and  a  pio- 
/1\  ncer  of  Des  Moines  County,  of  1840,  was  born 
in  Tyler  County,  Va.,  July  1,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of 
Hon.  John  A.  and  Rachel  (Bennett)  Ripley.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
and  of  Pennsylvania  German  descent.  His  mother 
was  a  native  of  Wales. 

Isaac  N.  came  to  Burlington  with  his  parents  in 
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1840,  was  brought  up  on  a  farm  and  educated  at 
the  public  schools,  and  when  fifteen  j'ears  of  age 
engaged  in  teaching  school,  but  taught  only  one 
year.  AVhen  seventeen  years  of  age  he  engaged 
with  J.  W.  &  W.  D.  Gilbert,  lumber  de:ders,  as 
clerk  and  salesman.  In  1800  he  bought  an  inter- 
est in  the  business,  but  sold  out  to  his  partners  the 
following  year,  but  continued  with  the  firm,  which 
had  become  Gilbert,  Hedge  &  Co.,  until  1879  as 
book-keeper,  and  served  at  times  on  outside  busi- 
ness. While  with  this  com|)any  he  was  dealing  ex- 
tensivelj'  in  real  estate,  erecting  buildings  and 
speculating.  Since  1879  he  has  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  care  of  his  property  and  private  busi- 
ness. He  is  now  proprietor  of  twenty  dwellings 
and  three  stores  in  the  city  of  Burlington.  He  also 
owns  farming  lands  in  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Illi- 
nois, aggregating  about  750  acres. 

Mr.  Ripley  bus  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  was  in  June,  1862,  to  Miss  Anna  C.  Dar- 
row,  1)3^  whom  he  had  one  child,  a  son,  Charles  D., 
who  vvas  drowned  in  the  Mississippi  River  when 
eleven  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Riplej^  died  in  186C. 
Mr.  Riplej-  was  married  again  in  1874,  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Mary  II.  Millspaugh,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  Millspaugh.  Mrs. 
Ripley  was  born  at  Booneville,  Ind.  Fourchildren 
were  born  of  this  marriage — Geneva,  born  Sept.  16, 
1879;  Blanche,  Nov.  11,  1882;  Bennett  A.,  June  8, 
1884,  and  died  Feb.  15,  1885;  and  Ilellen,  born 
Sept.  28.  1886. 

Mrs.  Ripley  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  was  for  several  years  a  popular 
teacher  in  the  Burlington  city  schools.  Mr.  Riple}' 
is  a  member  of  Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  1,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  is  a  member  of  the  Select  Knights  of  the  Le- 
gion and  of  Lincoln  Lodge,  No.  125,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  been  actively  i<lentified  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  Church  business  for  many  years.  He 
has  served  on  the  official  beard,  and  has  held  at 
various  times  nearly  all  the  offices  of  the  Church 
and  Sabbath-school.  He  is  a  pronounced  Democrat 
in  politics,  having  alwaj's  t.aken  an  active  part  in 
local  and  State  politics.  While  he  h.is  never  been 
an  office  seeker,  he  has  served  five  terms  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  of   Burlington.     He  was  a 

<■  


prominent  candidate  for  the  Burlington  postofflce 
at  the  time  the  present  incumbent  was  appointed. 
Mr.  Ripley  is  an  enterprising,  practical  business 
man,  having  by  good  management  and  judicious 
investment  of  his  capital  acquired  a  large  and  val- 
uable propertj'.  By  his  enterprise  he  has  aided 
materially  in  developing  and  improving  the  cit3'. 
He  has  alwa^'s  been  a  friend  of  education,  and 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  public  schools,  having 
served  five  years  on  the  School  Board,  and  was  in- 
strumental in  locating  the  West  Madison  school 
building,  and  during  his  time  of  office  some  of  the 
other  tine  city  sbhool  buildings  were  erected. 


EV.  JACOB  SCHMEISER,  residing  on  sec- 
t-n  tion  26,  Benton  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.. 
<^\  Iowa,  was  born  March  6,  1827,  and  is  a 
^p!son  of  Henry  Jacob  and  Blondine  (Fieg) 
Schmeiscr,  who  vvere  natives  of  Germany,  where 
the  father  was  owner  of  a  vineyard  and  farmer.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
reared  a  fainilj'  of  eight  children,  of  which  our  sub- 
ject is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  Two  of  this 
number  are  deceased,  three  are  j-et  residents  of 
Germany,  and  two  are  living  in  this  country,  viz: 
Our  subject:  and  Margaret,  wife  of  Herman  Lange- 
wort,  of  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  educated  at  the  Missionary  In- 
stitute of  Basel,  Switzerland,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1853,  and  was  then  ordained  as  a  minister 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  was  then  sent  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  spent  three  months  as  Pastor  of 
the  Fifteenth  Street  Church.  In  September  of  the 
same  year  he  went  to  Burlington,  where  he  preached 
for  a  few  weeks.  He  was  first  assigned  to  the 
church  at  Franklin  Mills,  and  during  the  time  he 
was  Pastor  there,  he  also  preached  at  Pleasant  Grove 
and  Latty.  His  next  charge  was  Latty.  exclusively, 
where  he  remained  for  eight  years,  after  which  he 
W.1S  at  Mendota,  111.,  for  six  months.  Returning  to 
Iowa,  he  was  emploj'ed  at  Danville  until  1882, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  home  on  section 
26,  Benton  Township,  where  he  bought  224  acres 
of  land,  and  since  the  time  of  his  location  in  that 
township  he  has   preached  at  the  St.  Paul  Church, 
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which  is  situated  on  section  22.  also  conducting  a 
Sunday-school  of  twenty-five  members,  the  mem- 
bership of  the  church  being  aliout  twenty  families. 
In  connection  with  iiis  church  duties,  Mr.  Schmeiser 
manages  his  own  farm,  having  all  the  best  improve- 
ments and  most  modern  conveniences. 

In  INIay,  185G,  Rev.  Mr.  Schmeiser  and  Miss 
Magdalene  Ries,  a  native  of  St.  Clair  Count}',  111., 
born  in  1837,  were  united  in  marriage,  and  ten 
children  have  graced  tlieir  union:  Henry  .Jacob, 
born  April  1  8.  1857.  is  a  mechanic,  residing  at  Bur- 
lington; Charles  Frederick,  born  Nov.  IS,  1858,  is 
engaged  in  farming  near  Franklin  Mills,  Des  Moines 
County;  Lj'dia,  born  Aug.  22.  1860;  Theophilus, 
vSept.  23.  18(;2;  Thobitha,  Sept.  14,  1864  (last  three 
are  still  inmates  of  the  paternal  home) ;  Emma,  born 
Oct.  30,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Adam  Miller,  of  Ben- 
ton Township;  Talitha,  born  Nov.  6,  1870;  Eman- 
uel, Sept.  16.  1872;  Joseph,  Feb.  10,  1876;  and 
Benjamin,  April  19, 1868, arc  still  residing  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Schmeiser  is  a  Democrat.  He  is 
a  man  that  stands  well  in  the  community  where  he 
resides,  and  enjoys  the  love  and  respect  of  all.  A 
fine  view  of  his  home  is  given  in  connection  with 
this  brief  biograpli}-. 


r>ljRYCE  CAMPBELL,  one  of  the  highly  es- 
^\  teemed  i)ioneers  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was 
^))j|,  born  in  Dunduff,  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  March 
31,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Campbell, 
wiio  was  born  in  Ayrshire  in  1794.  His  mother, 
Jean  (Girvan)  Campbell,  was  born  in  1796.  Their 
union  was  celebrated  July  27,  1814,  and  six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Isabelle,  born  April  22, 
1815,  died  Nov.  18, 1816  ;  John,  born  Oct.  18,  1816, 
became  the  husband  of  Margaret  Gray,  by  whom 
he  had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased; 
Bryce,  of  this  sketch;  Margaret  G.,  born  in  Drum- 
coree,  Ireland,  July  8,  1822,  and  died  in  Burling- 
ton, Sept.  23,  1886;  Mary,  born  in  County  Down, 
Dec.  17,  1823,  became  the  vvife  of  James  Allen, 
and  died  at  Burns  Cottage,  Alloway,  Scotland,  June 
24,  1665;  William,  born  April  9,  1825,  and  resides 
in  Burlington.  About  the  year  1822,  John  Camp- 
bell removed   to  Ireland,  five  years  later  again  be- 


came a  resident  of  .Scotland,  and  in  1839  removed 
to  Yorkshire,  England,  where  died  Oct.  18,  1843. 
.Soon  after  his  death,  Mrs.  Campbell  returned  to 
Scotland,  where  she  died  in  1871.  They  were  life- 
long Presbyterians,  upright,  honorable  people,  and 
highly  respected. 

Brj'ce  Campbell,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  his 
native  country,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  was  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
serving  four  j^ears.  For  the  first  three  and  a  half 
years  of  his  apprenticeship  he  received  only  his 
board,  and  for  the  last  six  months  received,  in  addi- 
tion, six  shillings  per  week.  On  the  19th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1848,  at  the  Parish  Ciiurch,  in  the  Parish  of 
Leeds,  County  of  York,  Mr.  Campbell  wedded  Miss 
Jane  Rowling,  who  was  born  March  9,  1821,  in  that 
parish.  B}'  this  union  there  were  three  children: 
Joseph  R.,  of  Washington,  Iowa;  Jane,  wife  of 
John  Gillis,  of  Burlington;  and  M.aggie,  who  died 
in  infanc}'.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Campbell  occurred 
Nov.  26,  1857.  She  was  reared  a  Methodist,  but 
afterward,  with  her  husband,  joined  the  Mormons. 
In  1853  Mr.  Campbell  left  England,  landed  at  New 
Orleans,  an<l  by  steamer  came  to  Keokuk,  where  he 
joined  a  party  of  Mormons,  and  went  to  Salt  Lake 
City.  As  there  were  not  enough  teams  for  all  on 
this  journey,  none  but  the  women  and  children 
were  allowed  to  ride,  the  men  having  to  make  their 
way  on  foot,  wading  the  streams,  and  many  times 
having  to  carry  their  wives  across  on  their  backs, 
the  water  being  waist  deep.  After  arriving  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Mr.  Campl)ell  built  a  house,  but  when 
the  le.aders  wanted  him  to  deed  it  to  the  Church 
and  also  marry  several  wives,  he,  considering  this 
an  im|)osition,  sold  his  property  at  a  great  sacrifice, 
and  in  1857  came  to  Burlington,  where  he  has  since 
followed  his  trade. 

Mr.  Campbell's  second  union  was  formed  with 
Mrs.  Gent,  widow  of  Henry  Gent,  who  by  her  first 
union  had  two  children — Edgar,  of  Wisconsin,  and 
Byron,  of  Burlington.  B}'  this  second  union  there 
is  one  child,  Marian,  wife  of  Willis  A.  Pruden,  of 
this  city.  In  politics  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  Republican. 
Socially,  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Loyal  Farmers'  M.  U..  Lodge,  No.  842,  I.  O. 
O.  F.  of  England,  in  1840,  now  belonging  to  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  1 ;  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
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Knights  of  Pythias,  Friendship  Lodge.  No.  11,  of 
which  he  is  one  of  the  charter  members,  and  in 
which  he  has  been  Past  Chancellor,  also  holding 
several  subordinate  offices.  In  1878  Mr.  Campbell 
was  appointed  District  Deputy  Grand  Chancellor, 
and  served  six  or  seven  years. 

ylLLIAM  ORNDORFF,  a  prominent  and 
influential  citizen  of  Mediapolis,  Iowa,  born 
^^f^  August  15,  1819,  seven  miles  east  of 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  .Jacob  and  Cath- 
erine (Orndorff)  Orndorff,  who  were  distant  rela- 
tives, the  father  born  near  Frederick,  Md.,  the 
mother  near  Lebanon,  Pa.  The  family  of  Orndorff 
was  founded  in  America  in  1726  by  three  brothers, 
natives  of  Germany,  one  of  whom  settled  in  New 
York  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  another  in  Kentuck^'^ 
and  the  third  in  Virginia,  the  latter  founding  the 
line  of  which  our  subject  is  a  descendant.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Peter  Orndorff,  lived  in  Vir- 
ginia, but  Jacob  Orndorff,  the  father,  was  reared 
in  Maryland  upon  a  farm  and  emigrated  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  1819.  He  married  Catherine  Orndorff, 
and  they  reared  a  flne  family  of  seven  children : 
William,  our  subject;  Isabella,  widow  of  David 
Martin  of  Adams  County,  Pa.,  now  residing  in 
Mediapolis;  Angelina  became  the  wife  of  John 
Snyder,  and  died  in  Penns^-lvania  in  1876;  Cath- 
erine and  Caroline  are  twins — the  former  became 
the  wife  of  Leonard  McElviegh  of  York  Springs, 
Adams  Counlj',  Pa.,  and  Caroline  wedded  Joseph 
Ross  of  the  same  city;  Maria,  widow  of  Jacob 
Wireman,  resides  in  Burlington;  and  Franklin  M., 
whose  home  is  in  Mediapolis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orn- 
dorff were  both  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
The  father  died  in  1868  at  Burlington,  the  mother 
being  called  to  her  final  home  one  year  later.  Mr. 
Oindorff,  who  was  a  man  of  fine  business  abilit}% 
engaged  in  shipping  stock  from  1827  until  1858, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  com- 
munity where  he  resided,  taking  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs. 

While  our  subject  was  an  infant  his  parents  re- 
moved to  near  Oxford,  Pa.,  where  they  resided  for 
four  years.     They  subsequently  made    their  home 


in  Stone  Jug.  Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  where  on  the  19th 
of  October,  1841,  William  Orndorff'  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Ann  Sadler,  a  native  of  that 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Sadler,  a  prom- 
inent farmer  and  also  a  manufacturer  of  saddles 
and  hats.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Orndorff  en- 
gaged in  the  stock  business  for  seven  years  in  his 
native  county,  when  ho  removed  to  York  County, 
Pa.,  continuing  in  the  same  occupation,  and  four 
j-ears  later  removed  to  Baltimore  City,  Md.,  en- 
gaging for  two  years  in  the  shipping  of  horses  to 
Philadelphia.  Mr.  Orndorff  next  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  latter  cit}',  purchasing  the  Rising 
Sun  Hotel,  which  he  operated  for  some  time,  and 
then  built  a  race  track  at  that  pl.ace.  Once  more 
returning  to  Baltimore,  he  there  remained  until 
1856,  when  he  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  renting  the  farm  of  R.  D.  Poole,  in  Benton 
Township  for  four  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  purchased  100  acres  of  land  near  Franklin 
Mills,  residing  upon  that  land  until  February,  1885, 
when  he  moved  to  Mediapolis.  Mr.  Orndorff  added 
to  his  possessions  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned 
1,027  .acres  of  land.  In  1857  he  was  renting  land, 
and  in  that  j'ear  borrowed  1150  of  R.  D.  Poole, 
with  which  he  began  the  stock  business,  his  first 
shii)ment  to  Chicago  being  a  car  load  of  sheep.  He 
has  continued  that  business  to  the  present  time, 
gradually  increasing  his  trade,  until  he  is  now  the 
largest  stock-dealer  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  In  1864 
Mr.  Orndorff  shipped  forty-two  car  loads  of  hogs 
and  had  nine  car  loads  left  in  the  j-ards  at  Burling- 
ton. On  the  17th  of  December  of  that  j'ear,  he 
sold  hogs  worth  $31,936  to  A.  E.  Kent  of  Chicago, 
and  in  seven  days  sold  stock  amounting  to  $7 1  ,- 
107.67.  In  eight  months  of  that  year  he  received  for 
stock  over  $400,000,  which  he  deposited  in  the  State 
National  Bank  at  Burlington.  Mr.  Orndorff  was 
also  engaged  for  a  few  months  in  the  commission 
business  at  Chicago  with  R.  F.  Hosford,  formerly 
general  freight  agent  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  In  1867  he 
also  eng.aged  in  the  same  business  with  A.  F.  Fas- 
sett  of  Baltimore,  then  owner  of  the  famous  trotter 
"  Dexter,"  continuing  in  partnersliip  for  one  year, 
when  the}'  took  in  two  other  partners,  a  Mr.  Allen 
and  Norman  B.  Ream,  now  a  millionaire  of  Chicago. 
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Througliout  his  business  career,  Mr.  Orndorff  has 
been  verj'  successful.  In  1872  he  shipped  5,800 
head  of  cattle,  and  now  and  for  several  j-ears  past 
has  been  engaged  in  shipping  horses  to  Boston  and 
Northern  markets. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Orndorflf:  William  H.,  who  was  born  in  1844.  died 
Jul}^  1,  1881.  the  day  before  President  GarBeld  was 
shot:Sabina  C.  wife  of  John  Ballard,  a  leading 
farmer  of  Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  County; 
Lj'dia  C.  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  and 
John  S.  died  in  Baltimore  at  the  age  of  seven 
years.  The  mother  of  these  children  has  been  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
since  childhood.  Politically,  Mr.  Orndorfif  Is  a 
Democrat,  and  socially-  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  On  coming  to  this  county  he  was  without 
monej-,  but  by  business  ability,  integrity,  energy 
and  enteri)rise,  he  has  gained  considerable  property, 
and  has  never  had  a  note  protested  nor  a  check 
dishonored.  He  enjo^'s  the  respect  of  the  people 
of  the  count}',  and  is  one  of  its  influential  citi- 
zens, well  worthy  of  mention  in  this  record  of  its 
best  element. 
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JAMES  WATSON,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
residing  on  section  12,  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
ship. Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
^_^  Yorkshire.  England,  Sept.  18,  1835,  and  is  a 
son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (.Smith)  Watson,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  Yorkshire.  The  father 
was  extensivel}'  engaged  in  farming  in  his  native 
county  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  7,  1874, 
at  the  age  of  slxtj'-nine  years.  His  wife  survived 
him  for  some  time,  she  being  called  to  her  final 
home  Ma3'  19,  1885,  aged  seventy-four  years.  They 
were  members  of  the  Church  of  England  for  forty 
years,  and  Mr.  Watson  was  churchwarden  of  his 
native  parish.  They  reared  a  faniil_v  of  eight  chil- 
dren as  follows:  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenlj'-three  j-ears;  James,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ; 
P^dmund,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years; 
Alfred,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  England ;  Frederick,  who  emigrated  to  Aus- 
tralia,  and    died   in    that    country    at  the   age   of 


thirt3^-one;  Louisa,  who  became  the  wife  of  Newton 
Thomas,  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  lhirt3'-flve, 
leaving  four  children ;  Dennis  Peter,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  England;  and  Edwin,  now  of  Ne- 
braska. 

When  twenty-  years  of  age  James  Watson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Stocks,  a  native 
of  Yorkshire,  and  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann 
(White)  Stocks,  the  ceremonj*  being  performed  on 
March  24,  185C.  Mr.  Watson  spent  six  years  in 
the  army  of  his  countrj',  entering  the  service  at  the 
age  of  seventeen.  In  March,  1868.  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  taking  up  his  residence  m 
Kossuth,  Iowa.  After  remaining  there  for  about 
seven  months  he  rented  a  farm  for  nine  years,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time  he  purchased  136  acres 
of  land  on  section  1,  Yellow  Spring  Township, 
though  his  home  now  is  on  section  12.  He  owns 
263  acres  of  land  and  rents  220,  all  of  which  isfinelj' 
j   cultivated. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watson  have  been  born  the 
following  named  children:  Mary  Louisa,  wife  of 
.Stephen  Riggs  Ibbitson,  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles 
Count}',  Cal. ;  Sarah  Eliza,  wife  of  George  Washing- 
ton Cox,  of  Yellow  Spring  Township;  John  William 
Edmund,  a  farmer  of  Yellow  Spring  Township; 
Peter,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Jasper  Count}', 
Neb.;  James  Richard  and  Anne  Lenora,  who  live 
with  their  parents,  Mr.  Watson  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Northfield  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  was  Trustee  for  several 
years  and  Steward  for  eight  years.  His  son,  John 
W.  E.,  is  now  Trustee  of  that  church.  In  politics 
Mr.  AVatson  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  held  the 
office  of  Township  .Supervisor  for  three  years.  The 
entire  family  are  numbered  among  the  most  re- 
spected citizens  of  Yellow  Spring  Township. 


P.  EKLUND,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was 
born  near  Kristinestad.  .Sweden,  June  21, 
1849,  and  .attended  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive country  until  about  fifteen  years  of 
age.  He  resided  with  his  parents  upon  a  farm, 
helping  in  the  cultivation  of  the  same  until  his 
emigration  to  America,  in  1869.     After  landing  in 
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this  country  he  went  directly  to  Galesburg,  III., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  working  on  a  farm,  and  in 
tliat  employment  remained  three  5'ears,  working  for 
various  persons  in  the  vicinity.  In  1872  Mr.  Ek- 
lund  took  up  his  residence  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  and 
engaged  with  A.  A.  Perkins,  in  whose  employ  he 
remained  as  clerk  and  book-keeper  for  fourteen 
consecutive  years.  On  the  1st  of  .January,  1886, 
in  company  with  Mr.  Magnuson.  he  began  business 
for  himself  under  the  firm  name  of  Magnuson  & 
EkUind,  general  grocers,  and  a  large  retail  business 
has  been  established.  He  is  also  Vice  President  of 
the  Engberg  Farm  &  Land  Companj',  of  Barlow, 
Dak. 

Mr.  Eklund  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1874,  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Johnson,  also  burn  near  Krisline- 
stad,  but  after  a  wedded  life  of  nine  j'oars,  she  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  in  1883.  Three  children 
were  born  t(f them — Edward.  Henrika  and  Arthur. 
He  was  again  married,  in  1884,  to  Jngri  L.  Johnson, 
a  sister  of  his  deceased  wife,  and  two  children  were 
born  to  this  latter  union — Olive  B.  and  Paul.  In 
politics  Mr.  EkUind  is  a  Republican;  religiously,  a 
member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church;  and 
socially,  he  belongs  to  the  orders  of  A.  O.  U.  W., 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Gotha  Benevolent  Association. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Eklund  is  still  living  in  Swe- 
den. His  father  died  in  l!S8a.  Of  the  family  there 
are  six  children  living:  Anna,  Peter,  Swan  and 
John,  in  Sweden;  A.  P.  and  Nils,  in  Burlington, 
the  latter  being  in  the  eniploj'  of  R.  M.  Ra.ab  & 
Bro.  Bette  died  in  the  spring  of  1884.  Mrs.  Ek- 
lund's  parents  are  both  living  in  Sweden,  at  their 
old  home.  Of  the  children  there  were  five  girls, 
three  of  whom  are  living — Ingri,  Dell  and  Hannah. 
The  deceased  were  Cecelia,  Elizabeth  and  Augus- 
tus. 


APT.  JOHN  D.  WARD  is  a  retired  farmer  of 
Des  Moines  Count}-,  Iowa,  residing  on  sec- 
^^>7  tion  5,  Danville  Township.  For  forty-five 
j'ears  he  has  lived  in  this  county,  and  from  almost 
the  first  process  of  development  has  lieen  identified 
with  its    business,    growth  and    prosperity.     Capt. 


Ward  was  born  in  Havre  de  Grace,  Md.,  in  1810, 
and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Martha  (Dorsett) 
Ward.  Both  were  natives  of  Maryland,  he  of 
English  descent,  and  she  of  the  true  Yankee  blood. 
Benjamin  was  born,  however,  in  Anne  Arundel 
County,  Md.,  and,  although  m.arried,  during  the  War 
of  1812,  he  left  his  young  wife  and  familj',  and 
engaged  during  a  p.art  of  the  campaign,  but  later 
secured  a  substitute,  and  returned  to  his  home  in 
Maryland.  He  was  a  merchant  of  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  owned  a  h.ilf-interest  in  the  largest  fishing 
shore  on  Chesapeake  Bay.  Dr.  William  Sapington 
was  his  partner,  and  for  many  years  the}' conducted 
it  jointlj'.  amassing  a  large  sum.  Benjamin  Ward 
also  owned  a  hotel,  known  as  Ward's  Hotel,  for  many 
years,  which  is  still  standing.  In  that  village  the 
three  children  of  Benjamin  and  his  first  wife  were 
born:  Elizabeth,  who  married  William  Van  Lear; 
Martha,  wife  of  Morris  M.  Beach,  yet  resides  in 
Hedges,  Paulding  County,  Ohio;  and  our  subject. 
The  wife  of  Benjamin  Ward  died  when  his  son  was 
four  j-ears  of  age,  and  Amfleld  C.  Morgan  became 
his  second  wife.  The}'  were  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren— Mary,  William,  Sarah,  Lydia,Amfield,  Alice, 
Thomas,  Upton,  Newton  and  Susanna.  This  family 
moved  to  Columbia  County,  Ohio,  about  1820,  set- 
tling in  New  Lisbon,  where  they  purchased  a  farm, 
and  Benjamin  also  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

When  fourteen  years  of  age  John  D.  AVard,  our 
subject,  w.<is  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  stone- 
mason, but  after  trying  it  two  summers,  he  gave  it 
up,  and  began  boating  on  the  steamer  "Facility," 
plying  between  Pittsburgh,  St.  Louis  and  other 
points  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers.  He  was 
soon  promoted  to  mate  of  the  boat,  and  for  several 
ye.ars  served  in  that  position,  and  his  fidelity  and 
skill  in  handling  the  boats  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected caused  his  fui'ther  promotion,  and  he  became 
Captain  of  the  steamer  "  Ohio  Valley,"  and  was 
master  of  that  vessel  when  he  decided  to  remove  to 
Iowa.  There  is  much  history  connected  with  this 
gentleman,  a  part  of  which  we  give.  The  name  of 
Eads,  the  Mississippi  Jetty  projector,  now  so  well- 
known,  would  never  have  been  heard  of  had  it  not 
been  for  Mr.  Ward,  who  saved  not  only  the  life  of 
Mr.  Eads,  but    his  whole  family,  then  en  route  for 
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St.  Louis.  They  were  passengers  on  the  steamer 
"Lafayette"  that  burned  at  Cairo,  III.,  in  August, 
1833,  of  wliich  Mr.  Ward  was  mate  at  the  time.  He 
wa.s  afterward  in  tlie  employ  of  the  Government, 
and  in  1841  transported  the  Seminole  tribes  from 
New  Orleans  to  their  reservations  at  Ft.  Smith  and 
Ft.  Coffee,  in  Arkansas.  During  his  boating  experi- 
ence he  frequently  stopped  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
during  which  time  he  met  the  lady  who  afterward 
became  his  wife. 

The  wedding  of  John  D.  Ward  and  Miss  Sarah 
Alice  Dovvler  was  celebrated  in  that  city  on  Nov. 
1,1832.  Her  father,  Bennett  Dowler,  was  born  in 
Washington  [County,  Pa.,  of  Irish  parentage,  and 
Matilda  Baxter,  his  wife,  was  of  lineal  descent  from 
the  celebrated  Baxters  of  England,  though  her 
birthplace  was  also  in  AVashington  County,  Pa. 
They  were  there  married,  then  removing  to  Ohio, 
near  Wheeling,  and  when  Mrs.  Ward  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age  they  removed  to  Cincinnati, 
where  she  grew  to  womanhood,  was  educated  and 
married.  She  remembers  seeing,  while  yet  a  child, 
the  first  steamer  that  sailed  upon  the  Ohio  River. 
She  was  born  in  1815,  and  was  married  in  her  sev- 
enteenth year. 

The  young  couple  made  their  home  in  Cincinnati 
for  the  first  six  years  after  their  marriage;  then  Mr. 
Ward  purchased  a  farm  in  Switzerland  County',  Ind., 
near  Florence,  which  Mrs.  Ward  managed,  her  hus- 
band preferring  the  river  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
The  farm  was  sold  in  1844,  and  with  his  family  Mr. 
Ward  embarked  upon  the  "  Fiolic,"  and  transferred 
the  family  at  St.  Louis  to  the  "  Osprey,"'  upon  which 
they  came  to  Burlington,  where  the  husband  had 
been  the  previous  year,  and  purchased  the  land 
which  is  now  one  of  the  highly-cultivated  farms  of 
Danville  Township.  Their  old  territorial  cabin  yet 
stands  in  the  door  j'ard,  and  is  one  of  the  few 
ancient  landmarks  to  be  seen  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  Into  this  the  family  were  moved  in  the 
spring  of  1845,  where  they  lived  until  the  spring  of 
1864,  when  the  cabin  was  exchanged  for  a  commo- 
dious farm  house,  erected  in  the  same  yard.  The 
cabin  walls,  that  have  braved  the  storms  of  winter 
and  ihe  summer's  sun,  are  endeared  by  many  pleas- 
ant associations.  Through  its  open  doors  the  chil- 
dren chased  each  other  in  glee,  and  their  songs   oft 


made  the  welkin  ring  with  gladsome  music.  Beneath 
its  lowly  roof  the  death  angel  came  and  carried 
away  a  daughter  in  her  seventeenth  year,  whose 
life  was  full  of  promise.  Joy  and  grief  alike  come 
to  all,  and  as  a  recompense  the  eldest  daughter  was 
made  a  bride  in  the  old  home,  and  it  yet  stands,  as 
does  a  trusty  sentinel,  waiting  for  the  time  of  relief. 
It  would  seem  a  sacrilege  to  tear  it  down,  for  in  it 
prosperity,  sorrow  and  J03'  have  been  shared  by 
Capt.  Ward  and  his  good  wife,  who  through  it  all 
has  been  one  of  the  most  devoted  and  truest  of 
wives  and  mothers. 

The  children  were:  Matilda,  born  in  Cincinnati 
in  1834,  now  the  widow  of  David  Keeler,  an  engi- 
neer who  was  killed  in  a  railroad  collision  at  Agency 
City,  Feb.  12,  1883;  Lutitia,  born  in  Cincinnati  in 
1837,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen;  Benjamin  W., 
the  only  son,  married  Amanda  Keeler  in  1864,  and 
is  the  owner  of  a  restaurant  at  Yarmouth,  this 
county.  He  was  a  member  of  Engineer  Company 
E,  Missouri  Volunteers,  enlisting  from  this  county, 
but  later  was  transferred  to  a  Missouri  regiment. 
Serving  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
he  w.^s  in  most  of  the  prominent  battles  of  the  cam- 
paign. After  his  re-turn  home,  he  was  married  and 
began  work  on  the  old  homestead,  but  the  brave 
soldier,  who  had  faced  the  rebel  shot  and  shell,  was 
accidentall}'  injured  and  his  right  leg  was  ampu- 
tated in  consequence.  Twelve  grandchildren  and 
two  great-grandchildren  have  been  born,  but  only 
five  of  the  former  and  one  of  the  latter  are   living. 

Neuralgia  has  caused  almost  a  total  loss  of  eye- 
sight to  the  energetic  pioneer,  but  with  an  attentive 
wife  and  an  industrious  grandson,  William  Ward, 
whom  they  have  reared  from  babyhood,  the  old 
home  is  kept  as  bright  and  joyous,  and  prosperity 
seems  as  easy  as  in  the  days  when  ux-toams  were 
plentiful,  and  neighbors  few  and  far  between. 
When  the  Wards  settled  in  this  county,  only  five 
log  cabins  stood  between  his  claim  and  Burlington: 
now  towns,  farm  houses,  churches,  one  of  the  best 
railroads,  and  general  prosperity  have  taken  the 
place  of  the  pioneer  store,  the  log  cabin  and  slowly 
plodding  ox-team.  We  are  pleased  to  state  that  a 
competence  has  been  saved  for  old  age  by  John  D. 
Ward  and  wife.  Both  are  Methodists,  and  ere  the 
churches  were  erected  services  were  often   held  in 
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their  cabin,  anrl  for  more  than  thirty  years  they 
have  been  connecterl  with  that  bodj'.  Their  daj'S 
of  life  are  almost  over,  hut  these  good  Christian 
people  have  led  a  life  of  the  most  exemplary  char- 
acter, and  are  endeared  to  tiie  residents  of  the 
county  b}'  reason  of  their  many  kindly  acts. 


!)HOMAS  DAVIS,  a  resident  of  Mediapolis, 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
County  Donegal,  Ireland,  June  8,  1822,  and 
is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (McClelland)  Davis, 
both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  the  same  county. 
Frederick  Davis  was  a  landlord  in  his  native  coun- 
try, and  at  one  time  was  very  wealthy.  He  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1 841,  settling  in  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  there  making  his  home  with  his  son 
James,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1851,  at 
the  age  of  seventj'-four  j'cars.  His  wife  died  in 
1844,  at  the  .age  of  seventy-three.  They  were  both 
devoted  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  re.ared 
a  family  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  reached  ma- 
turity: Catherine  died  at  the  age  of  thirty,  unmar- 
ried ;  Jane  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Moore,  and 
they  are  now  living  with  our  subject,  aged  respect- 
ively eighty-three  and  eighty-six ;  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  a  Mr.  Brown,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Eng- 
lish government;  Fannie,  who  married  Samuel 
McBride,  died  in  Boston, Mass., and  her  husband  in 
this  countj';  Stewart,  who  was  one  of  the  old  citi- 
zens of  this  county,  died  in  188G,  .aged  seventy-five 
years;  James  is  a  resident  of  Kossuth,  Iowa;  Mar- 
garet A.  wedded  William  F.  Robinson,  of  Yellow 
Spring  Township;  Armizenda,  widow  of  Josiah  Ed- 
wards, of  Ohio ;  and  our  subject,  who  was  the  young- 
est member  of  the  faniih'. 

Thomas  Davis  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  at 
the  age  eighteen  left  his  native  land  and  went  to 
St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick,  where  for  a  year  he  was 
employed  as  a  butler.  In  1841  he  went  to  Green- 
field, Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods,  and  later  was  in  a  wool-dyeing  fac- 
tory. He  continued  to  reside  in  that  city  ten  years, 
during  which  time,  in  1846,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Cornelia  Merrill,  a  native  of  Ohio,  daugh- 
ter of  Joshua  Merrill  and  sister  of  Bishop   Merrill, 
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of  Chicago.  In  1850  Mr.  Davis  made  an  overland 
trip  to  California,  six  months  being  consumed  in 
making  the  journey,  on  which  eleven  men  were  lost. 
Returning  by  water  in  the  fall  of  1851,  by  the  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  New  York,  he  went 
to  Ohio  and  there  spent  the  winter  working  in  a  fac- 
tory, coming  in  the  spring  of  1852  to  Des  Moines 
County,  and  here  operating  a  woolen-mill  under  the 
firm  name  of  Davis  &  Robinson.  The  mill  was  sit- 
uated near  Northfleld,  and  was  conducted  by  these 
two  gentlemen  for  over  seventeen  years,  when  Mr. 
Davis  sold  his  interest  and  purchased  160  acres  of 
land  on  section  15,  Huron  Township.  Wishing  to 
live  a  retired  life,  in  tiie  spring  of  1888  Mr.  Davis 
with  his  family  removed  to  Mediapolis,  though  he 
still  owns  his  farm  of  173  acres,  situated  in  Louisa 
Countj",  Iowa. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  been  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Marg.aret 
A.,  wife  of  J.  B.  Downer,  of  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa;  William  F.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  J., 
wife  of  Thomas  Giles,  of  Davenport,  Iowa;  Samuel 
Stewart  died  at  the  age  of  four,  and  Eliza  Ellen  at 
the  age  of  five  years;  Martha  A.  died  in  childhood; 
James  Wesley  died  Aug.  28,  1887,  aged  twenty-six 
years;  John  S.  died  in  childhood  ;  Henr}'  Wilburand 
Hattie  are  residing  with  their  parents.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis  have  been  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  for  man}'  years  and  take  great  inter- 
est in  all  Church  work.  Mr.  Davis  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  and  greatly  in  favor  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  prohibition  laws.  He  is  a  jjublic-spirited 
man,  ever  read}'  to  assist  in  tiie  advancement  of 
public  enterprises,  and  has  held  the  office  of  Tcjwn- 
ship  Trustee.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
educational  matters,  and  is  one  of  the  highly-re- 
spected citizens  of  the  township. 


;,HILIP  SCHRODER,  deceased,  was  born  in 

Hiddenhouse,  Germany,  Jan.  23,  1825.   In 

accordance  with  the  law  he   was  placed   in 

school  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  remaining 

^ there  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,   when  he 

entered  the  German  army,  serving  seven  years  and 

participating  in  the  War  of  1 848.     His  parents  were 
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Hermann  and  Margaret  Schroder,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Hiddenhouse.  The  former  lived  all  of 
his  lifetime  in  the  house  in  which  he  was  liorn,  and 
in  which  he  died  in  1857,  leaving  a  widow  and 
several  children.  The  widowed  mother  lived  in 
her  German  home  for  eleven  j-ears  after  her  hus- 
band's death,  but  in  18G8  she  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, following  her  son  Philip,  and  accompanied  by 
her  son  Bernhard.  She  and  her  son  came  direct  to 
Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Franiilin  Township, 
Des  Moines  County,  where  she  died  in   1  870. 

Prior  to  the  War  of  1848  Piiilip  Schroder  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Kuhlraann,  who 
was  born  in  Hiddenhouse,  Germany,  April  28,  1 82iJ. 
Mrs.  Schroder  is  a  daughterof  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Ravenek)  Kuhimann,  who  were  also  natives  of  tiie 
same  place,  who  lived  there  all  their  lives,  and  died 
there,  the  mother  in  1857  and  the  father  a  few 
years  later. 

Before  leaving  their  native  country  in  1852.  one 
child  was  born  to  Philip  and  Mary  Schroder — An- 
nie M.,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Schroiler,  a  mer- 
chant and  miller  at  Hopper's  Mills,  Henderson  Co., 
III.  Our  subject  with  his  wife  and  child  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  the  year  named,  settling  near  Buffalo, 
Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  remained  for  about 
twelve  years.  In  that  county  four  other  children 
were  born  to  them:  Eliza,  who  is  now  an  invalid, 
living  with  her  mother;  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Louisa,  who  became  tiie  wife  of  Henry  Fullmer,  a 
farmer  of  Benton  Township.  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa; 
Amelia  and  Ella.  The  youngest  child  was  born 
after  the  family  became  residents  of  Des  Moines 
County.  In  1864  Mr.  Schroder  removed  from 
New  York  State  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  purchased  thirty-two  acres  of  farm  land 
in  Franklin  Township,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1875.  At  that  time  he  sold  his  land,  pur- 
chasing eighty  acres  of  tillable  land  and  twenty 
acres  of  timber  land  in  Yellow  Spring  Township. 
This  land  was  in  a  wild,  uncultivated  state,  but  the 
work  of  improvement  was  immediately  begun,  e.ach 
member  of  the  family  assisting  until  the  farm  be- 
came one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  A  two-story 
farm  residence  was  erected,  but  just  before  its  com- 
pletion the  death  angel  visited  the  family  circle, 
and  the  loving  husband  and  tender  father  was  taken 


to  his  long  rest  Aug.  23,  1885.  He  was  active  in 
all  educational  and  church  work,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopiil  Church,  as 
were  also  the  other  members  of  the  family.  In  his 
political  views  he  advocated  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  part}'.  In  his  death  the  family  lost  a 
wise  counselor,  his  neighbors  a  kind  friend,  and 
the  county  one  of  her  best  citizens. 


OM.  BURRUS  is  a  dealer  in  marble  and  gran- 
ite at  Burlington,  Iowa.  He  was  born  in 
Oqnawka,  111.,  in  18G0,  his  parents  being 
Robert  and  Louisa  (Wolf)  Burrus,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Henderson  County,  III.  They 
were  natives  of  Germany,  but  came  to  this  country 
at  an  early  day.  Tiieir  family'  consisted  of  f(jur 
sons  and  three  daughters:  Fanny  raiirried  William 
Renehan,  of  White  River  Junction,  Vt. ;  O.  M., 
our  subject;  Leon,  of  St.  Louis;  Jennie,  at  home; 
Robert,  a  salesman  for  a  St.  Louis  house;  Alexan- 
der, a  train  dispatcher;  Bertha,  a  music  teacher,  at 
home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive city,  educated  in  its  public  schools,  and  was 
subsequently  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
marble-cutter  with  Stickle  &  Moard,  one  of  the  old- 
est firms  in  this  line  of  business  in  Burlington. 
Having  mastered  the  trade.  Mr.  Burrus.  in  1885, 
commenced  business  for  himself  with  ample  capital 
and  first-class  qualifications.  Success  has  attended 
his  efforts,  and  he  to-daj  has  a  well-established  and 
constantly  growing  trade.  On  the  20th  day  of 
September,  1887,  Rlr.  Burrus  married  Miss  Ida  M. 
Brown,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Agnes  Brown, 
who  were  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Des  Moines  County. 


^ ^^^-^ ^ 

'^^HOJIAS  RITCHEY,  residing  on  section  8, 
Pleasant  Grove  Township,  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Des  Moines  County,  having  come 
to  Iowa  with  his  parents  in  1839.  He  was  born  in 
Sangamon  County,  111.,  Oct.  29,  1839,  the  family' 
shortly  after  removing  to  this  county.     For  almost 

"      '  •» 
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half  a  century  he  has  lived  in  the  same  township, 
has  witnessed  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
country,  and  has  aided  in  the  work  of  civilization 
and  progress.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-four  years  of  of  age,  when,  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1863,  he  wedded  Lenora  Roberts,  who  was 
born  in  Virginia  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  Rob- 
erts. After  their  marriage  they  removed  to  a  farm 
on  section  8,  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  comprising 
120  acres  of  land,  which  Mr.  Ritchey  had  purchased, 
there  making  their  home  for  eight  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  to  the  home- 
stead of  his  father,  and,  after  the  death  of  John 
Ritchey,  took  care  of  his  widowed  mother  until  her 
death.  He  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  102  acres  of  fine  land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritche}'  have  been  the  parents  of 
eight  children :  John,  who  died  in  infancy;  Eliza- 
betli,  Frank  and  Mary  are  still  living  with  their  par- 
ents; Leroy  died  in  childhood;  Carl,  still  at  home; 
Ray  and  Lora,  yet  remaining  with  their  parents. 
Mrs.  Ritchey  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God. 
Socially.  Mr.  Ritchey  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  while  politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is 
now  serving  his  third  term  as  Township  Trustee, 
and  for  fourteen  years  has  been  a  School  Director. 
He  is  a  self-educated,  self-made  man,  one  who  takes 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected by  the  citizens  of  the  county. 


►^I-f^- 


(^^^  IMEON  J.  EADS,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Des 
^^^^    Moines  County,   Iowa,   of  1840,  now    en- 
'X\J_jfl  gaged  in  real  estate  Inisiness  at  Burlington, 
was  born   in   Franklin   County,   Ind..  Nov. 
13,  1828,  and    is   the   son   of  Jonatiian   and   Mary 
(Kendall)  Eads.     He  came  to  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  Nov.  15,  1840,  with  his  parents.     The  family 
spent  the  first  winter  in  Burlington,  and  the  follow- 
ing spring  moved  to  a  farm   eight   miles   north  of 
town.     In    1853   the  father  removed    to   Hancock 
County,  111.,  where  he  died  June  23,  1863. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  was  mar- 
ried at  Burlington,  June  10,  1849,  to  Miss  Sibilena 
Cadj',  who  was  born  near  Indianapolis,  Ind.  They 
have  eight  children,  three  sons  and  live  daughters: 


Simeon  A.  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago.  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Railroad  and  resides  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa;  Charles  D.  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad  Company,  atPlatts- 
mouth.  Neb. ;  Oliver  T.  is  clerking  in  the  freight  de- 
partment of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincj' 
Railroad  at  Ft.  M.adison,  Iowa;  Clara,  the  eldest 
daughter,  is  tlie  wife  of  L.  B.  Scott  of  Ottumwa, 
Iowa;  Mar3'  J.  is  the  wife  of  M.  L.  Parker  of  Pleas- 
ant Vallej',  Wis.  (Mr.  Parker  is  a  son  of  Ex-Gov- 
ernor Parker  of  that  State) ;  Bertha,  Estella  and 
Libby  Belle,  the  younger  members  of  the  family 
reside  at  home. 

Mr.  Eads  made  his  home  at  Burlington  soon  after 
his  marriage,  and  for  ten  years  was  engaged  in 
teaming.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Danville  Township,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-growing  for  twelve  years.  He  then 
returned  to  Burlington  and  spent  the  succeeding 
three  years  in  the  farm  implement  business.  He 
then  became  one  of  the  proprietors  and  builders  of 
the  sti'eet  railway.  He  was  actively  engaged  m  the 
building  and  management  of  the  road  for  three 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  and  collection  agency  business,  and 
attending  to  the  renting  and  care  of  property. 

Mr.  Eads  has  served  twu  terms  in  the  City 
Council.  He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge, 
No.  1,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  oldest  Odd  Fellow  lodge  in 
the  State;  and  is  also  a  member  of  tiie  Eureka  En- 
campment, No.  2.  Mr.  Eads  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Burling- 
ton, lie  united  with  the  Church  in  1843  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Old  Zion  Church,  and  has  been 
identified  with  the  society  ever  since  he  first  joined 
it,  and  has  been  a  Class-Leader  and  an  active  worker 
in  the  cause  of  religion. 


►HH^ 


"^f]  OHN  TROXEL,  senior  partner  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Troxel  Bros.,  furniture  deal- 
,  ers,  situated  at  203  North  Main  street,  has 
^^^  been  a  resident  of  Burlington  since  1864, 
and  was  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  3, 
1835.  He  w.as  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  learned  the   cabinet-maker's  trade  during  his 
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youth,  beginning  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  In 
1856  he  embarked  in  the  fiiniiture  business  for 
himself.  Mr.  Troxel  continued  in  the  same  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  but,  on  his 
country's  call  for  troops,  enlisted  in  September, 
1861,  being  mustered  in  as  a  private  of  Company 
K,  93d  PennsylvanJa  Infantry,  of  the  6tii  Army 
Corps.  He  was  discharged  in  the  latter  part  of 
1862  on  a  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability.  A 
year  passed  before  his  health  was  restored,  and  then 
in  1864  he  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he 
has  since  resided. 

On  coming  to  that  city,  Mr.  Troxel  was  em- 
ployed by  Bailey  &  Co..  working  at  his  trade  until 
1875,  when  lie  formed  existing  partnership  with  his 
brother  Joseph  in  the  furniture  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Troxel  Bros.  Their  united  capital 
was  small,  and  they  were  obliged  to  start  largely  in 
debt  for  their  stock.  Tiiey  were  doing  well,  how- 
ever, till  they  suffered  a  serious  loss  by  fire  in  1878, 
it  sweeping  away  their  accumulated  capital,  and 
leaving  them  with  a  large  amount  of  indebtedness 
on  hand.  Nothing  daunted,  and  with  a  good  credit 
they  resumed  business,  paid  off  their  indebtedness, 
and  now,  in  1888,  have  built  up  a  line  prosjierous 
business  and  are  well-to-do.  Their  motto  has  ever 
been  "Industry  and  Frugality,"  and  they  have 
never  lacked  for  work  either  as  employes  or  em- 
ployers. They  have  labored  with  an  earnest  en- 
deavor to  acquire  a  competence  and  have  succeeded 
admirably. 

Mr.  Troxel  was  married  in  September,  1858,  in 
Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Cathi?rine  Gingerich,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Gingerich.  and  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Lizzie  resides  with 
her  parents;  Emma  L.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Green, 
cashier  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railroad;  Albert  L.  married  Miss  CoraHeaton,  and 
is  book-keeper  for  Troxel  Bros.;  William,  the 
youngest,  is  a  student.  Mr.  Troxel  is  a  stanch 
Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  C.  L. 
Matthes  Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is 
Quartermaster.  A  plain,  practical  business  man  of 
unquestioned  integrity,  he  is  industrious  by  habit 
and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  every  moral 
or  legal  obligation.     His  father,  Joseph   Troxel,  a 


highly-respected  old  gentleman,  came  to  Burling- 
ton with  his  faniilj'  in  1866  and  has  since  made  it 
his  home.  His  wife,  a  most  estimable  lady,  died  in 
the  winter  of  1873. 

— -  '>  ■>^:^'  ^'  - — 


tllOMAS  C.  SCHOLES,  general  foreman  of 
ff(^^  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  shops  at 
5^^^  West  Burlington,  was  born  in  the  borough  of 
Leeds,  Yorkshire,  England,  July  15,  1827,  and  is 
a  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Coggin)  Scholes,  who 
were  natives  of  Lincolnshire.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county, 
and,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  was  apprenticed  to 
the  machinist's  trade,  and  became  a  thorough  me- 
cluanic.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1849,  Mr.  Scholes  landed 
in  New  York  City,  and  for  a  short  time  was  engaged 
in  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Railroad.  Later  he 
went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  in  1850  he  came  to 
Burlington,  his  first  employment  being  in  the  Hen- 
drie  Machine  Shops.  In  1858  securing  work  with 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Com- 
pany, he  has  since  continued  in  their  service,  and 
for  the  past  eleven  years  has  been  general  foreman. 
In  1862,  receiving  an  appointment  from  Gideon 
AVelles.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  engineer,  and  be- 
ing ordered  to  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Scholes  shipped  on 
the  '•  Indianola,"  .anil  was  on  board  when  the  vessel 
passed  Vicksburg.  and  when  she  was  sunk.  He  w.as 
t.aken  prisoner,  and,  with  others  of  his  comr.ades, 
was  taken  to  Port  Hudson,  and  later  to  Richmond, 
where  he  was  confined  in  the  Libby  Prison  from  the 
24th  of  February  until  the  iyth  of  Ma}',  when  they 
were  sent  to  City  Point  and  exchanged.  After  a 
leave  of  absence  of  thirty  d.ays,  he  was  sent  to  Skep- 
worth  Landing,  forty  miles  above  Vicksburg,  and 
in  the  following  December,  he  resigned,  arriving 
home  some  time  in  January,  1864. 

In  early  life,  Mr.  Scholes  was  an  abolitionist,  was 
one  of  the  conductors  of  the  Underground  Rail- 
road, and  assisted  many  poor  negroes  to  gain  their 
freedom.  In  the  history  of  West  Burlington  no 
man  has  been  more  prominent.  He  was  one  of  the 
Commissioners  to  incorporate  the  town,  and  was 
elected  the  first  Mfiyor.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican.     Socially,  he  belongs  to  Matthes  Post 
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G.  A.  E.,  of  Burlington,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
the  oldest  Masonic  lodge  in  the  State,  of  which  he 
is  now  Past  Master  and  has  hcen  its  representative 
in  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  February,  1851.  in  Burlington,  Iowa.  Tlionias 
C.  Scholes  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet 
C.  Happing,  the  ceremony  being  performed  \>y  the 
Kev.  Dr.  Salter.  Mrs.  Scholes  was  born  on  Long 
Island,  N.  Y.,  in  1831,  and  by  this  union  there  were 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living — George  C, 
a  machinist  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  Thomas  J.,  an 
engineer  of  Topeka,  Kan.;  Charles  F.,  residing  in 
Burlington;  Hattie,  deceased;  William  H.,  of  West 
Burlington;  Henry  G.,also  a  resident  of  Burlington; 
Mary,  wife  of  Fred  Kann,  of  Jlendon,  111.;  Flora 
E.,  residing  at  liome;  and  Edward  H.,  of  West  Bur- 
lington. On  the  29th  December,  185.5,  the  death 
of  ]Mrs.  Scholes  occurred.  She  was  a  sincere  Chris- 
tian lady,  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  was  active  in  all  work  of  the  same.  She  helped 
organize  the  first  Church  in  West  Burlington,  its 
first  Sunday-School  (vas  held  and  organized  in  her 
own  home,  and  her  death  was  deeply  mourned  by  a 
large  number  of  friends.  Her  funeral  was  attended 
by  a  large  concourse  of  people,  and  a  special  train 
was  tendered  by  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
for  the  occasion.  Mr.  Scholes  was  again  married 
to  ISIrs.  R.  E.  Twentyman,  widow  of  Henr3-  Twenty- 
man,  becoming  his  wife.  Mr.  Scholes  is  a  self-made 
man,  and  is' well  posted  on  all  the  affairs  of  the 
county'. 

Upon  another  page  is  a  well-executed  portrait  of 
this  gentlemen,  which  will  be  appreciated  b\'  the 
large  number  of  his  friends  who  are  patrons  of  this 
work. 


\Tp^DWARD  GILLAM  ARCHER,  a  prominent 
fel  farmer  and  breeder  of  fine  stock,  residing  on 
/IL^  section  32,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des 
INIoines  Co.,  Iowa,  is  the  owner  of  about  1,000  acres 
of  land,  all  under  his  own  management.  He  is  a 
son  of  Hezekiah  and  Mary  (Black)  Archer,  the 
former  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  latter 
of  Tennessee.  In  early  life  Ihej'  removed  to  Bond 
County,  111.,  where  the  husband  entered  lauds  and 
improved  several  farms.  "  In  1835  tbey  again  emi- 


^fi- 


grated  to  a  new  country,  settling  on  section  6, 
Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  where 
Mr.  Archer  purchased  a  claim,  upon  which  he  made 
many  improvements,  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  June  9,  1872,  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eightj'  years.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  departed  this  life  in  1855, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  They  were  both  members 
of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  An  adherent 
of  the  Whig  party,  and  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  Mr.  Archer,  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  that  body,  joined  the  Republican  party  and 
advocated  its  principles  during  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  A  friend  to  education,  he  was  always 
ready  to  advance  its  interests.  A  man  of  good 
business  ability,  he  accumulated  quite  a  fortune, 
though  he  was  always  liberal  with  his  children.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Archer  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
all  of  whom  .are  highly  respected  people,  nameh': 
George,  a  farmer  of  Salinas  County,  Cal. ;  William, 
also  a  farmer  of  that  county;  Nancy,  wife  of  E.  I. 
Thomas,  a  farmer  of  Yellow  Spring  Township ; 
E.  G.,  our  subject;  Dewitt  T.,  now  of  California; 
John,  a  farmer  of  Stockton,  Cal. ;  Elisha.  a  real- 
»  estate  agent  of  Salinas,  Cal. ;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Milton  Thomas,  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles. 

Edward  G.  Archer,  our  subject,  w.as  born  in  Bond 
County,  111.,  Aug.  10.  1823,  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  remained  with  his  parents  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  when  his  father  gave  him  160  acres  of 
raw  land  on  section  32,  Yellow  Spring  Township. 
At  once  he  began  its  improvement,  and  on  this  land 
he  yet  resides,  though  he  is  now  the  owner  of  1,000 
acres.  In  February,  1851,  Mr.  Archer  was  uniteil 
in  marriage  with  Nancy  E.  Talbott,  a  native  of 
Kentuckj',  and  by  this  union  twelve  children  have 
been  born — James  M.,  a  farmer  of  Mills  Couuty, 
Iowa;  George  H.,  now  residing  with  his  father; 
Charles,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Barton 
Countj'.  Kan;  Emma  E.,  wife  of  John  Williams,  a 
resident  of  Portland,  Ore. ;  John,  a  farmer  of  Yellow 
Spring  Township;  Thomas  E.,  a  farmer  of  Johnson 
County,  Neb. ;  Samuel,  residing  in  Ness  County, 
Kan.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming;  Nancy  A. 
became  the  wife  of  William  McDonald,  of  Decatur, 
Kan.;  William,  Jennie  and  Ida  yet  live  with  their 
parents;  Hezekiah  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 


-t 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


3i: 


Mr.  Archer  has  held  various  township  offices.  In 
politics  is  a  Republican,  and  strongly  advocates  tiie 
enforcement  of  the  proliibition  laws.  lie  and  his 
wife  are  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  business  Mr.  Archer  has  been  a  remarkably  suc- 
cessful man.  Having  commenced  with  an  unim- 
proved farm  of  160  acres,  he  has,  by  his  diligent 
labor  and  intelligent  enterprise  gained  a  position  as 
a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  second  to  none  in  Des 
Moines  County,  and  to  but  few,  if  any,  in  the  .State 
of  Iowa.  He  is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  settler  now 
living  in  Yellow  (Spring  Township,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  present  his  sketch  to  the  people  of 
Des  Moines  County. 

Mr.  Archer  commenced  the  breeding  of  short- 
horn cattle  in  1870,  when  he  purciiased  his  first 
thoroughbreds,  three  in  number,  of  Mr.  Jliller,  of 
West  Liberty,  Iowa,  and  has  continued  the  busi- 
ness until  the  present  time,  now  owning  twelve 
head,  besides  a  large  number  of  high  grades.  The 
past  few  ye.ars  he  has  turned  his  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  thoroughbred  horses,  his  first  purchase 
being  made  in  Kentucliy  in  187S).  He  li.as  contin- 
ued the  [)urchase  of  Kentucky  horses  ever  since, 
and  has  sold  stock  worth  an  average  of  $5,000  per 
year.  Though  he  lias  never  trained  anj'  horses  for 
the  track  himself,  some  of  his  stock  have  made 
good  records  on  the  track,  one  especiall}-,  named 
Easter,  now  owned  by  J.  Ivey,  of  Illinois,  made  a 
half  mile  in  fifty-one  seconds,  when  two  years  old. 
Mr.  Archer  now  has  from  90  to  1 00  head  of  horses 
on  his  farm,  and  sells  from  forty  to  fifty  head  of 
cattle  per  annum. 

s^^  AMUEL  PEABODY,  a  resident  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  was  born  in  Canton,  Oxford 
Co.,  Me.,  June  1,  1837.  and  is  a  son  of 
Jesse  and  Mercy  (Elliott)  Peabody.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  State,  and  in 
July,  1S()2,  enlisted  in  the  16tli  Maine  Infantry,  as 
a  member  of  Company  I,  was  mustered  in  at  Au- 
gusta, Aug.  19,  and  later  was  sent  with  the  regi- 
ment to  Arlington  Heights,  near  Washington.  The 
first  engagement  in  which  he  jxirticipated  was  Fred- 
ericksburg.    At  Chancellorsville  the  regiment   was 


held  in  reserve,  but  at  Gettysburg  it  went  in  400 
strong,  coming  out  with  less  than  thirty  guns.  In 
that  battle  Mr.  Peabody  received  a  slight  wound. 
Among  other  engagements  in  which  he  participated 
were  Funckstown,  Mine  Run.  first  battle  of  the 
Wilderness  and  Laurel  Hill.  In  the  latter  engage- 
ment he  received  a  severe  gun  shot  in  his  neck,  was 
taken  prisoner  and  confined  at  Richmond,  where  he 
was  parolled  in  November,  1864.  After  being  ex- 
changed, he  was  put  on  detached  service  at  College 
Green  Barracks,  Md.,  and  received  his  discharge 
June  26,  186.5. 

Socially,  Mr.  Peabody  is  a  member  of  Matthes 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Burlington,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  Commander;  also  a  member  of  Washing- 
ton Lodge,  No.  1.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.  In  the  fall  of  1865,  Mr.  Peabody  took  up  his 
residence  in  New  Y'ork  City,  remaining  there  two 
years,  and  then  went  to  Chicago,  whence,  after  re- 
siding one  year,  he  came  to  Burlington  in  1868. 
The  previous  year  (July  4, 1867)  he  had  been  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  M.  Delamar,  a  native 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
this  marriage — U.  S.  Grant  and  Hattie  M. 


^^  HARLES  A.  CAMERON,  Superintendent  of 
[if^L  the  Stock-Y''ards  at  St.  Joseph,  J\Io.,  and  a 
'^^>7  resident  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Campbell,  Va.,  Dec.  7,  1840,  and  his  parents,  John 
D.  and  Nancy  (Rogers)  Cameron,  were  early  pio- 
neers of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  Our  subject 
was  educated  at  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  and  enlisted  in  the  late  war  April  16, 
1861,  as  a  private  of  Com|)any  E,  1st  Iowa  Infantry, 
which  was  organized  under  the  first  call  for  volun- 
teers for  three  months  in  the  War  for  the  Union. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek  dur- 
ing the  three-months  service,  but  was  mustered  out 
Aug.  16,  1861,  and  the  following  year  organized 
Companj'  G  of  the  39th  Iowa  Infantry,  of  which 
he  was  commissioned  Captain.  He  participated  in 
the  battle  at  Parker's  Cross  Roads,  West  Tennessee, 
fought  Forrest  through  Middle  Tennessee,  was  with 
Sherman  on  his  famous  March  to  the  Sea,  took  part 
in  the   battle   of  Resaca  and  before   Atlanta,   was 
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engaged  in  all  the  battles  from  Savannah  to  Rich- 
monrl,  and  was  under  fire  at  Bentonville,  where  oc- 
curred the  last  engagement  of  the  war.  Thus  his 
arm}-  life  extended  from  the  time  of  the  first  call 
for  troops  to  put  down  the  Rebellion,  to  the  time 
when  the  last  battle  was  fought  and  the  war  ended, 
a  record  of  wliicli  but  few  can  boast,  and  during 
this  time  he  escaped  without  a  wound. 

On  his  retuni  from  the  army,  Mr.  Cameron  was 
employed  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad 
as  a  civil  engineer  under  Hans  Thielsen,  chief  of 
the  engineering  department,  and  spent  five  years  in 
that  service,  when  he  was  made  .Superintendent  of 
Bridge  Construction,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
two  years.  Leaving  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
Road,  he  then  went  to  Texas  and  built  bridges  for 
the  International  Railroad,  from  the  Brazos  River 
to  Long  View.  After  the  completion  of  that  work, 
Mr.  Cameron  again  engaged  witli  tiie  Burlington  & 
Missouri  road,  having  charge  of  track,  bridges  and 
buildings  from  Burlington  to  Quincy,  and  from 
Quincy  to  Louisiana.  Remaining  in  that  capacity 
until  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quinc}'^  Railroad 
acquired  the  St.  Louis  &  Rock  Island  Road,  he  then 
secureil  employment  with  that  line,  and  was  placed 
in  charge  of  track,  water,  bridges  and  buildings,  in 
connection  with  his  former  duties.  Mr.  Cameron 
remained  in  charge  of  that  department  until  June, 
1878.  when  he  took  charge  of  the  bridges,  buildings 
and  water  on  the  Iowa  Division  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  it  Quincj^  Railroad,  continuing  the  same 
until  Jan.  1,  1887,  when  he  resigned  to  engage  in 
the  construction  of  the  new  stock-j'ards  at  St.  Jo- 
seph, Mo.,  and  liaving  ct)mp!etcd  the  building  of 
the  yards,  he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the 
same,  whicii  position  he  has  held  until  the  present 
time. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1880,  Mv.  Cameron 
formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Eleanor 
AVilliams,  widow  of  George  Williams,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  O'Grady.  Mrs.  Cameron  was  born 
in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  May  15,  1856,  and 
came  with  her  parents  to  America  in  infancy.  She 
was  reared  at  Galesburg,  111.,  and  there  her  father 
and  mother  both  departed  this  life.  One  child, 
Anna,  was  born  to  Mrs.  Cameron  by  her  first  mar- 
riage. Five  children  were  born  of  the  second  union, 


two  sons  and  three  daughters — Nanc}^  F.,  born 
Nov.  16,  1880;  Eleanor,  May  13,  1882;  Cliarles  A., 
Sept.  22,  1884;  Willie  Shepherd.  Nov.  8,  1886; 
and  Josephine,  Sept.  20.  1887.  In  politics  Mr. 
Cameron  is  a  Democrat.  His  wife  was  reared  in 
the" Catholic  faith  and  is  a  member  of  that  Church. 
Mr.  Cameron's  jecord  shows  him  to  have  been  a 
patriotic  and  brave  oflicer,  who  responded  promptly 
to  the  first  call  of  the  Government  for  troops  to 
suppress  the  armed  resistance  to  the  laws,  and  tliat 
he  served  faithfully  until  the  last  gun  was  fired 
and  the  cause  for  which  he  fought  had  triumphed. 
As  a  railroad  man  he  has  had  twenty-seven  years 
experience  in  responsible  positions  that  acquired  the 
skill  of  an  expert  engineer,  executive  ability  and 
practical  mechanical  knowledge.  That  his  duties 
were  discharged  with  fidelity  is  attested  by  the  fact 
of  his  long  service  for  one  companj'. 


■<^tttM^' 
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ENRY  C.  SEYMOUR,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  28,  Danville  Township.  Des  Moines 
Co.,  Iowa,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Wolcott  and 
J^  Amelia  (Harkins)  Seymour,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  county, 
and  whose  biography  appears  at  length  in  another 
part  of  this  work.  H.  C.  was  born  in  Danville, 
April  8,  1844,  tiie  year  Henry  Clay  ran  for  Presi- 
dent, he  being  named  for  him.  Our  subject  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  common  schools.  On  the  25th 
of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  15tli  Iowa  In- 
f.antrj',  Companj'  E,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  participating  in  all  the  engagements  in  whicli 
his  regiment  took  part.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  returned  to 
Danville,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  farming. 
On  the  21st  of  November,  1871,  Mr.  Se^ymour 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Isabella  Cling- 
man,  daughter  of  Cyrus  Clingman,  of  Danville 
Township,  being  one  of  its  early  settlers.  He  was 
born  in  1 800,  and  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight.  One  child  wa.s  born  of  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Se3'mour — Gu}-,  who  was 
born  Sept.  13,  1872. 

In  politics  Mr.   Sej-mour   is  a  supporter   of  the 
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Republican  party,  though  he  has  never  sought  pub- 
lic distinction  by  aspiring  to  office  of  any  kind, 
preferring  to  devote  his  entire  energies  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  farm,  which  is  finely  improved  and 
well  supplied  with  large  and  commodious  buildings. 
He  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturist, 
is  genial  and  cordial  in  disposition,  upright  in  his 
dealings,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
the  community  generally. 

^ ^^^ v~ 


\OBERT  B.  FOSTER.  Among  those  who 
have  been  engaged  in  agriculture  for  many 
j'ears  in  Danville  Township,  we  mention  R. 
^)  B.  Foster,  who  maj'  justly  claim  to  be  not 
only  a  pioneer,  but  one  of  the  most  successful  men 
of  this  township.  He  was  born  in  Culpeper  County, 
C'ountj',  Va..  Jan.  22,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Cooper)  Foster,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  same  count}'.  The  great-grandsiro, 
Kellis  Foster,  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  came  to 
America  long  before  the  Revolutionary  War.  His 
son,  William,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  James  River,  in  Virginia.  He  married 
Nancy  Blackwell,  in  Culpeper  County,  while  on  a 
furlough  during  the  Revolutionary-  War.  The  entire 
campaign  was  particiiiated  in  by  William  Foster, 
who  served  as  a  private,  and  was  a  warm  personal 
friend  of  both  AVashington  and  La  F.ayette.  He 
was  at  the  front  and  an  eye-witness  of  the  escape 
of  La  Fayette  from  the  British  soldiers,  who  were 
in  hot  pursuit,  and  as  the  former  passed  the  lines, 
now  being  safe  from  further  pursuit,  lie  alighted 
from  his  worn-out  beast,  and.  throwing  himself 
upon  the  ground,  awaited  the  approach  of  Gen. 
Washington,  who  was  out  with  his  soldiers,  to  pre- 
vent, if  possible,  the  capture.  The  last  meeting  of 
William  Foster  with  Gen.  La  Fayette  was  a  very 
affecting  one.  taking  place  when  the  Marquis  was 
on  his  Last  visit  to  the  United  States.  La  Fayette 
made  a  tour  of  the  Colonial  States,  and  in  passing 
from  one  country  town  to  another,  invited  all  his 
old  soldiers  to  be  present,  and  in  the  old  Culpeper 
Court  House,  among  all  the  veterans,  Mr.  Foster 
was  recognized  by  La  Fayette  as  one  of  the  men 
who   headed   the  column    at    the    time  mentioned. 


Tears  filled  the  eyes  of  both  those  i)atriots  as  they 
grasped  each  other  by  the  han<l  and  memories  of 
the  scene  came  back.  The  venerable  grand fatliei- 
often  related  the  stor^'  to  our  subject,  then  a  lad  in 
Old  Virginia. 

The  death  of  that  old  Revolutionary  soldier  oc- 
curred at  his  home  in  Virginia  iu  1834,  he  having 
reached  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-seven.  His  widow 
died  eight  years  later,  also  aged  eighty-seven.  Thej' 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  four  sons  and 
seven  daughtei's,  and  of  these  William  Foster,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  w.as  the  eldest  son,  and  the 
onlj'  one  of  the  sons  who  reared  a  son.  He  w.as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  a  Sergeant  under  Capt. 
Allen,  and  served  until  the  close.  After  the  war 
ended  he  returned  home,  and  later  w.as  married 
to  Sarah  Cooper,  they  removing  to  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  in  1830,  where  the  father  died  Oct. 
1.6,  1848.  His  widow  came  to  Iowa  after  the 
removal  hither  of  her  son  Robert,  and  died  in  this 
county  in  1867.  aged  seventy-one  years.  She  was 
the  mother  of  fourteen  children,  eleven  of  whom 
grew  to  be  men  and  women — Jane,  deceased,  mar- 
ried Middleton  Smith,  who  removed  to  Gentry 
County,  JMo. ;  our  subject,  who  wedded  Susan  E. 
Smith;  Ann,  who  wedded  Rev.  S.  Martin,  a  Calvin- 
istic  minister,  died  in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  he 
tlien  returning  to  Ohio;  Elizabeth  married  Levi 
Grant,  a  farmer  of  Danville  Township;  Louisa 
wedded  Calvin  Woodruff,  the  present  .Sheriff  of 
Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  and  her  de.ath  occurred  in 
1887  ;  Franklin,  husband  of  Elizabeth  Riley,  resides 
in  Henry  County' ;  S.arah  C.  married  Daniel  Re- 
berger,  who  died  in  this  county,  and  she  now  resides 
in  Sterling,  Kan. ;  Mary  V.  became  the  wife  of 
Edward  Worstall,  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  they 
reside  near  Green  Valley,  Tazewell  County,  111.; 
Susan  was  the  first  of  the  family  born  in  Ohio,  and 
her  death  occurred  in  childhood ;  William  married 
Margaret  Waters,  and  they  reside  in  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio;  James  K.  died  iu  childhood;  George 
M.,  who  died  in  September,  1887,  was  the  husband 
of  Catherine  Barnett,  who  is  now  livini"-  in  Reels- 
ville,  Ind. ;  Martha  S.  died  in  infancy;  Hannah 
wedded  William  Sawyer,  of  Villisca,  Iowa. 

In  1844  Robert  B.  Foster,  our  subject,  visited 
Iowa,  but  thought  it  a  [)lain   too    vast  to    become 
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populated  in  a  lifetime.  Returning  to  Obio.  he 
remained  until  18o2,  when  a  removal  was  made  to 
this  county,  and  in  Danville  Township  lands  were 
purchased.  All  the  lands  were  taken  up  at  the 
time,  and  improvements  had  been  made  upon  the 
farm  where  Mr.  Foster  now  7'esides.  The  log  cabin 
was  built  north  of  the  present  family  residence 
which  was  erected  in  1861.  Our  subject,  although 
an  early  settler,  has  never  endured  the  hardships 
which  were  realized  by  the  Ohio  or  Indiana  pio- 
neer, whose  farms  had  to  be  made  in  the  dense 
woods,  but  on  a  broad  and  fertile  prairie  he  selected 
lands,  and,  although  placing  most  of  it  under  culti- 
vation, j'ct  all  came  easy,  and  from  the  beginning 
he  has  prospered,  to-day  living  the  life  of  a  countr}' 
gentleman  who  has  secured  a  com[)etencc  for  old  age_ 
Mrs.  Foster  was  born  in  Muskingum  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Rebecca 
(Unibenliauer)  Smith.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  of  Virginia,  born  of 
German  parents.  Of  fourteen  children  born  to 
Robert  Fostei'  and  his  good  wife,  five  died  in  in- 
fancy, Charles,  aged  nineteen,  and  Cora,  .aged  four- 
teen, are  also  deceased,  leaving  seven  children  yet 
living.  Kellis  W..  a  member  of  Compan}-  E,  8lh 
Iowa  Cavalry,  serving  two  and  one-half  j-ears  in 
the  Arm}-  of  the  Tennessee,  was  under  Gen  Sher- 
man, lieginning  at  the  battle  of  D.alton.  Go..,  and 
continuing  until  the  close  of  the  war  His  regiment 
was  nearly  all  captured  while  on  the  Stonewall  raid 
below  Atlanta,  but  Kellis  was  among  the  fortunate 
ones  th.at  escaped.  The  Sergeant  and  six  men,  he 
one  of  the  numl)er,  wereon  detached  duty  at  the 
time,  ancl  the  regiment  was  reorganized  and  re- 
mounted at  Nashville,  being  mustered  out  of  serv- 
ice at  the  close  of  the  war  at  Macon,  Ga.  Eliza  F. 
wedded  Aaron  Clingman,  who  resides  in  Jewel 
Count}-,  Kan.;  Alnieda  wedded  David  Ritner,  a 
resident  of  Shenandoah.  Iowa,  and  grandson  of 
Gov,  Ritner,  of  Pennsylvania;  Columbia  is  the 
wife  of  Nat  Brown,  of  Omaha,  proprietor  of  the 
Merchants  Hotel;  Warren,  a  farmer  of  Danville 
Township,  is  the  husband  of  Emma  Cardin;  How- 
ard, residing  on  part  of  the  old  homestead,  is  the 
husband  of  Sallie  Hurlbut;  Rob  is  unmarried,  and 
takes  charge  of  the  farm  work,  in  which  he  Ikts 
been  carefully  educated  by  his  father. 


Since  his  marriage  to  Susan  E.  Smith,  Dec.  31, 
1840,  in  Moxahala,  Ohio,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  have 
reared  a  large  familj',  have  been  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances  a  devoted  couple,  respected 
by  their  neighbors,  and  since  1871  have  been  active 
members  of  the  Danville  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
he  is  a  Deacon.  Mr.  Foster  has  seivod  his  town- 
ship in  numerous  official  positions,  and  for  five 
years  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  County  Super- 
visors. One  of  the  founders  of  the  Republican 
party  in  this  county,  Mr.  Foster  remains  true  to  his 
principles.  His  first  vote  for  President  was  |)olled 
for  Gen.  Harrison.  A  fine  oil  portrait  of  his  Revo- 
lutionary grandsire  ornaments  his  parlor,  and  is 
esteemed  as  one  of  his  most  valuable  heirlooms. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Foster  are  both  aged  people,  yet  hale 
and  hearty,  and  bid  fair  to  enjoj'  many  more  jears 
of  life  and  happiness. 

^ ^^^ v- 


^^  AMUEL  J.  McKINNEY,  a  carpenter  and 
^^^  joiner  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  residing  at  311 
((\/JK  South  Fourth  Street,  was  born  in  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  Jan.  20,  1816.  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Nellie  (Larkins)  McKinney,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Virginia,  the  father  being  of 
Irish  and  the  mother  of  Welsh  descent.  John  Mc- 
Kinney w.as  born  Sept.  22,  1777,  and  died  in  1847; 
his  wife  was  born  Jan.  6.  1776,  and  died  Nov.  28, 
1841.  They  reared  a  large  family  of  children: 
Sarah  E.,  who  was  born  Nov.  30,  1800,  and  died  in 
1864,  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Perther,  who  is 
also  now  deceased,  they  leaving  quite  a  large  fam- 
ily; Jeremiah,  born  Nov.  27,  1802,  died  in  August, 
1832;  Elijah  L.,  born  Jan.  14,  1805,  died  in  1820; 
John  F.,  born  Jan.  4, 1807,  went  to  Memphis,  Tenn., 
where  he  became  one  of  the  wealthy  and  influential 
citizens,  and  died  in  1880,  his  familj'  still  being  resi- 
dents of  that  place;  Nancy  M.,boru  Nov.  25,  1808, 
wedded  William  Sargent  and  are  both  deceased,  the 
former  dying  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township  in  1849; 
Polly  F.,  born  Sept.  18,  1810,  also  became  the  wife 
of  William  Sargent,  and  died  in  1872;  Washington 
W.,  born  March  5,  1813;  our  subject;  and  Gideon 
M.,born  May  30, 1819.  John  McKinney  and  fam- 
ilj'. with  the  exception  of  four  children,  came  to 
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Iowa  in  1839,  settling  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township, 
where  a  farm  of  160  acres  was  purchased,  he  mak- 
ing that  his  home  until  his  death.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  was  also 
his  wife,  zealous  in  all  undertaliings,  though  modest 
and  reserved.  He  was  fond  of  home  life  and  iiad 
the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife,  a  most 
estimable  lady,  was  a  kind  and  devoted  Christian, 
earl}'  instructing  her  children  in  the  teachings  of 
the  Bible. 

Until  the  age  of  twenty  Samuel  J.  McKinne}' 
spent  iiis  life  upon  the  farm,  attending  the  district 
school.  At  that  age,  in  1836,  he  began  learning  the 
cabinet-maker's  trade,  and  after  serving  an  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years  came  to  Iowa,  again  taking  up 
his  residence  with  his  parents,  remaining  with  them 
until  April  7,  1844.  On  that  day  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Ann  Blacker  was  celebrated.  She  was  born  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Anna  (Abraham)  Bl.acker.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  about  1796,  and  when 
about  twelve  years  of  age  came  to  America  with 
his  parents,  settling  in  Ohio.  Mrs.  Blaclcer  was  a 
native  of  that  State,  being  born  in  Butler  County. 
They  reared  a  family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
there  are  still  living:  Susan,  the  widow  of  Josiali 
Burge,  resides  near  Dallas,  Texas;  Owen  is  a  farmer 
and  also  County  Surveyor,  residing  near  Springfield, 
Mo.;  Lot,  whose  home  is  in  Unionville,  Oregon; 
Rebecca,  wife  of  Edward  Condr}',  a  resident  of 
Kansas;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Seal,  of  Car- 
thage, Mo.;  Mary,  wife  of  Daniel  Brown,  resides  in 
Kansas  Citj',  Mo.;  Anna  was  twice  married,  her 
first  husband  being  Mr.  Downey ;  Sarah,  deceased 
wife  of  Mr.  Douty;  W.  T.  and  G.  W.  are  farmers 
in  Kansas.  The  fatlier  of  these  children,  although 
born  in  Ireland,  was  of  Protestant  faith,  and  the 
mother  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Churcli. 

Since  1839  Mr.  McKinnc}-  h.as  been  engaged  in 
carpentering  in  Burlington,  having  erected  many  of 
the  beautiful  buildings  for  which  the  city  is  noted. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a  meuiber  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  while  soci.ally  he  lias  be- 
longed to  the  Washington  Lodge,  No.  1,  and  to  the 
Encampment,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  since  1852.  He  has  held 
various  township  offices  of  trust.  He  was  a  Whig 
in  politics  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
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party,  since  which  time  he  lias  cast  his  ballot  with 
that  body.  For  almost  a  half-century  Mr.  McKin- 
ney  has  been  a  resident  of  Burlington.  Always 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  public  enterprises,  he  has 
been  closelj-  identified  with  its  religious  and  edu- 
cational advancement,  and  well  deserves  a  promi- 
nent place  among  the  pioneers  of  his  county. 

Five  children  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McKinney:  Two  died  in  infanc}';  Oscar  died  in 
1872,  aged  twenty-two  years;  Eliza,  born  in  1845, 
is  now  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Smith,  residing  at  1100 
West  Market  street,  Burlington,  Iowa;  Ida,  born  in 
1860,  is  the  wife  of  John  B.  Dengler,  a  civil  en- 
gineer residing  at  the  corner  of  Pond  and  Division 
streets,  Burlington,  Iowa. 
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HILON  FOSTER,  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 34,  Benton  Township,  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Ind.,  Dec.  19,  1816,  and  is  a  son 
of  Chilun  .and  .Sarah  (Neron)  Foster,  the  father  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  mother  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Frank- 
lin Count}',  Ind.,  wUere  Mr.  Foster  owned  and 
operated  one  of  the  first  mills  erected  in  the  county 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1829,  when  our 
subject  was  but  thirteen  years  old.  His  mother 
afterward  came  to  this  county,  making  it  her  home 
until  called  to  her  final  rest,  in  1845.  To  this 
worthy  couple  were  born  six  children,  of  which  our 
subject  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

Chilon  Foster,  our  subject,  learned  the  miller's 
trade  in  his  younger  days,  but  since  attaining  his 
majority  he  has  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. In  1838  his  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Hendrickson  w.as  celebrated,  and  in  1841  the  young 
couple  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  where  a 
farm  of  150  acres,  partly  improved,  was  purchased. 
The  following  year  the  family  removed  to  the  farm 
on  section  34,  Benton  Township,  where  they  still 
reside.  Mr.  Foster's  farm  now  comprises  209  acres 
of  valuable  land,  is  one  of  the  best  improved  in  the 
township,  and  everything  upon  his  land  denotes 
thrift  and  industry. 

To  this  worthy  couple  nine  children  have  been 
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born,  six  of  whom  are  still  living:  William,  whose 
home  is  in  Mediapolis;  John,  died  March  29,  18G7, 
aged  twenty-four  years  anil  ten  months;  Mary,  who 
is  engaged  at  dressm.aking  in  Mediapolis;  George, 
a  resident  of  Wapello  County,  Iowa;  Sarah,  still 
residing  at  home;  Robert,  a  resident  of  Keokuk 
Count}-,  Iowa;  and  Charlie,  who  has  the  manage- 
ment of  the  home  farm.  Since  1842  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Foster  have  been  members  of  the  IMetliodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  Church  work,  is  a  liberal  contriluitor  to  its 
supijort,  for  many  years  was  Class-Leader  and  Stew- 
ard, and  at  present  is  one  of  the  Trustees.  Believ- 
ing that  the  sale  and  u.se  of  intoxicants  is  wrong,  he 
is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  strict  enforcement  of  the 
prohibitory  law,  and  in  him  the  temperance  work 
finds  an  earnest  advocate.  During  his  entire  life 
Mr.  Foster  has  never  had  a  lawsuit,  which  state- 
ment can  be  made  of  but  few  men.  In  his  political 
views  he  i?  a  Democrat,  though  liberal,  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several 
years.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  who  have  helped 
to  pl.ace  Des  Moines  County  in  the  front  rank  which 
it  occupies  in  the  State.  He  has  aided  largely  in 
its  development,  has  assisted  in  its  progress  and 
civilization,  and  has  ever  been  a  public-spirited 
man.  We  are  pleased  to  record  his  sketch  among 
the  other  prominent  and  representative  men  of  Des 
Moines  Countj'. 


ORLANDO  E.  CAPEN,  passenger  conductor 
of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railroad,  having  been  in  the  employ  of  that 
company  for  sixteen  years,  was  born  at  Oconomo- 
woc.  Wis.,  April  2,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  D.  D.  and 
Eliza  (Warner)  Capen.  His  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  who  settled  in  Wisconsin  at  an  earl}' 
d.a}'.  Orlando  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  re- 
ceiving a  common-school  education,  .ind  when 
twenty  years  of  .ige,  in  1872,  he  came  to  Iowa  and 
engaged  with  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  Railroad  Company  as  brakesman,  making 
his  home    at   Cedar   Rapids.     A   year  and   a  half 


later  he  was  made  conductor,  .and  in  1883  was  pro- 
moted to  passenger  conductor. 

Mr.  Capen  was  united  in  marriage  at  Clinton, 
Iowa,  Sept.  27,  1882,  to  Miss  Nellie  Connors,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Connors,  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Capen  was 
born  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  Two  childien  were  born  of  their  union, 
a  son  and  daughter,  Ida  E.  and  Lester  E.,  the  birth- 
place of  both  being  Cedar  Ra|iids.  Mr.  Capen  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  that  city  until  April,  1887,  when 
he  removed  to  Burlington,  his  present  place  of  resi- 
dence. He  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Railroad 
Conductors,  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  has  had 
fourteen  years'  experience  in  his  position,  an<l  is 
esteemed  a  safe  and  competent  officer. 
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;jy^  ILES  M.  MILLER,  a  well  known  f.arraer  of 
i\\  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  resides  on  sec- 
i)  tion  13,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  and  is  a 
native  of  the  county,  born  in  Franklin 
Townshii).  Nov.  11,  1842.  His  parents  were  John 
S.  and  Melinda  (Bishop)  Miller,  the  former  a  native 
of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Rush  County,  Ind. 
His  grandfather,  John  Miller,  w.as  born  Jan.  7.  1790, 
in  Virginia,  and  at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  Rush 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  until  early  in  1836, 
when  he  decided  to  go  farther  West,  and  removed 
to  the  then  Territory  of  INIichigan,  making  a  claim 
in  what  is  now  Franklin  Township,  Des "  Moines 
County,  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  He  and  his 
brother  and  his  sons  entered  tracts  of  land  lying 
east  of  what  is  known  as  the  Green  College  School 
House,  and  extending  back  to  the  timber.  They 
then  returned  to  Indiana  for  their  families,  coming 
back  in  the  fall,  the  Territory  in  the  meantime  hav- 
ing been  changed  to  Wisconsin.  On  the  land  which 
John  Miller  entered,  a  squatter  had  built  a  cabin, 
which  he  purchased,  and  to  this  place  brought  his 
family.  Here  he  lived  for  many  years,  but  finally 
sold  the  land  he  liad  retained  for  himself  and  re- 
moved to  Pleasant  Grove,  mainly  to  be  near  his 
Church,  the  Christian,  or,  as  it  was  then  called,  the 
"  Campbellite."  He  died  there,  Jan.  12,  1857, 
aged  sixty-seven.  His  wife,  Sar.ah  (Smith)  IMiller, 
w.as  born  July  13,  1784,  and  died   March  21,  1850- 
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in  her  sixty-sixtli  year.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children:  William  K.,  .Sarah,  John  S.,  Virginia, 
Harriet  and  Polly. 

John  S..  father  of  Miles  M.,  was  a  young  lad 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Indiana.  He  vvas 
broiigiit  u]>  on  the  faim  there,  which  he  helped  to 
clear,  and  was  there  married  to  Melinda  Bishop, 
and  there  his  three  elder  children  wei'c  born.  On 
coming  to  Des  Moines  County  he  engaged  in  im- 
proving the  land  he  had  entered,  and  on  that  i)lace 
passed  almost  all  of  the  latter  years  of  his  life.adiling 
to  his  original  claim  by  Milisicpuiil  purchases.  He 
took  considerable  interest  in  pnlilic  affairs,  but  was 
not  an  ofBee-seeker.  He  was  uf  :i  kind  disposition, 
sympathizing  especially  with  the  sick  ami  afflicted, 
and  was  greatly  esteemed.  His  labors  in  the  new 
country  g;\ve  him  a  ci>m|)etence,  though  not  wealth. 
Three  years  prior  Vj  his  death  he  removed  to  Medi- 
apolis,  where  he  died  Jan.  21),  1877.  Ilis  wife  died 
Aug.  10,  lrt71>.  Their  children  were:  Sarah,  wife 
of  I.  H.  Earl,  a  railroad  contractor  living  at  Cedar 
Rapids.  Iowa;  Harvey,  Delanah  and  Louis,  deceased  ; 
Miles  M. ;  Jane,  wife  of  G.  Broome,  also  a  railroad 
contractor,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Alice,  wife  of 
C.  S.  Rice,  train-dispatcher  at  Waverly,  Iov%a;  An- 
nie, unmarried,  and  living  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
two  children  that  died  in  infancy. 

Miles  M.  Miller,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  worked 
on  his  father's  farm  in  summer,  attending  school  in 
winter,  until  August,  1862,  when,  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  he  responded  to  his  country's  call  and  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  30th  Iowa  Infantry.  The 
regiment  was  attached  to  Sherman's  Army,  15th 
Corps,  under  command  of  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  and 
saw  severe  service  in  the  Southwest.  Company  C 
was  the  color-company,  and  of  the  hundred  men 
who  were  mustered  in  at  Keokuk,  and  several  sub- 
sequently added  by  enlistment,  but  twenty-eight 
remained  to  be  mustered  out  at  Davenport,  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  During  their  service  the  company 
lost  six  color- bearers,  an  indication  of  the  casual- 
ties suffered.  Mr.  Miller  took  part  with  his  com- 
pany in  many  general  engagements  and  minor  fights. 
He  was  at  the  battle  of  Chickasaw  Ba^-ou,  Miss.,  in 
December,  18G2;  at  Arkansas  Post,  Jan.  11,  1863, 
where  the  regiment  w.as  at  the  front  from  early  in 
the  morning  until  the  surrender  of  the  rebel  works 


in  the  afternoon,  and  in  recognition  of  their  gal- 
lantry Gen.  McClernand  selected  their  colors  to  he 
placed  on  the  captured  works.  The3'  next  took 
part  in  the  Vicksburg  campaign,  including  the  siege 
and  surrender,  after  which  they  were  in  the  attack 
on  the  rebel  Gen.  Johnston,  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  driv- 
ing his  army  back,  and  were  then  sent  to  Memphis, 
I  Tenn.  From  that  place  the^'  marched  to  the  relief 
of  Chattanooga,  where  Mr.  Miller,  with  his  com- 
pany, participated  in  the  battles  of  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, Mission  Ridge,  Ringgold  and  Lovejoy's  Station, 
the  campaign  ending  with  the  fight  at  the  latter 
place.  The  regiment  then  went,  for  three  mouths, 
into  winter  quarters  at  Woodvilie,  Ala.  AVhile 
there  a  competition  in  long-distance  shooting  was 
helii.  and  Mr.  Miller  was  one  of  those  selected  and 
appointed  to  the  body  of  sharpshooters  attached 
to  Landgraver's,  or  better  known  as  the  "  Flying 
Dutch  Battery,"  and  in  that  capacity  took  part  in 
the  entire  Atlanta  campaign.  The  regiment  was 
part  of  the  army  under  Sherman  which  waved  the 
historic  signal  to  Gen.  Corse  at  Altoona,  to  '■  Hold 
the  Fort,"  and  was  in  the  advance  on  that  march. 
The^'  next  participated  in  the  march  "  from  Atlanta 
to  the  sea,"  and  was  at  the  investment  and  surren- 
der of  Savannah,  Ga.  The  1st  Brigade,  1st  Divis- 
ion, loth  Corps,  of  which  the  30th  was  a  part,  was 
the  first  to  enter  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  was  there 
when  the  city  vvas  burned,  their  colors  being  hoisted 
on  the  court-house  after  the  surrender.  From  Co- 
lumbia they  went  to  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  and  later  took 
part  in  the  last  fight  of  Sherman's  Army  at  Benton- 
ville,  N.  C.  Thence  they  went  to  Washington,  D. 
C,  and  participated  in  the  grand  parade  and  re- 
view celebrating  the  close  of  the  war. 

During  his  three-years  service  Mr.  Millerendured 
many  hardships,  but  was  never  in  a  hospital,  and  was 
never  wounded,  except  slightly  in  the  left  wrist  at 
Ringgold,  which  did  not  disable  him  for  duty.  On 
his  return  to  peaceful  pursuits  he  engaged  for  a 
while  in  farm  work,  and  the  following  year  rented 
a  farm  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  staying  there 
until  the  spring  of  1868,  when  he  bought  a  farm  in 
Jefferson  County,  Iowa,  on  which  he  lived  until 
the  fall  of  1871,  when  he  sold  it  and  bought  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides*  and  on  which  his 
wife  was  born.     On  this  place   he   has   built  a  fine 
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residence  and  good  buildings.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mil- 
ler have  also  become  the  owners  of  three  other 
farms,  all  in  the  same  school  district,  making  about 
500  acres,  all  under  cultivation. 

On  Nov.  1,  1866,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jennie  S.,  daughter  of  William  and 
Phoebe  Ann  Sheppard,  natives  of  New  Jersej'  and 
Indiana  resiJectively,  who  emigrated  to  Iowa  in 
1843,  settling  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now 
lives.  Mr.  Sheppard  died  of  cholera  in  1850,  and 
his  wife  died  March  13,  1868.  Mr.  Sheppard  had 
been  a  teacher  for  manj-  j^ears  before  coming  West, 
and  followed  that  vocation  for  a  few  winters  in 
Iowa,  but  mainlj'  devoted  his  time  to  improving 
his  farm,  which  comprised  about  640  acres. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  had  ten  children.  Cora. 
Bessie,  Mary  Frances,  and  unnamed  twins  are  de- 
ceased. The  survivors  are  Allen  E.,  now  engaged 
in  railroad  business  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Eva  M., 
wife  of  Elta  B.  Conkling.  a  farmer  of  Washington 
Township,  Des  Moines  County;  John  S.,  and  Mat- 
tie  and  Hattie  (twins)  are  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  Republican  in  politics;  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Garner  Lodge.  No.  379,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Me- 
diapolis;  of  Sheppard  Post,  No.  157,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Mediapolis.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer  and 
leading  citizen  of  the  township  in  which  he  makes 
his  home,  alwaj's  willing  to  do  his  share  in  enter- 
prises for  the  public  good. 


UESLEY  SWANK,  deceased,  was  a  native  of 
Indiana,  born  in  1812,  and  was  a  son  of 
^^^  John  and  Nancy  (Harrison)  Swank,  the 
father  of  German  descent  and  the  mother  of  En- 
glish ancestrj'.  When  a  young  man,  our  subject 
emigrated  to  Pekin.  111.,  where  he  remained  for  a 
short  time,  engaging  in  the  hotel  business,  but  later, 
in  1 835.  took  up  his  residence  in  Des  Moines 
County,  stopping  first  at  Burlington,  where  he  en- 
gaged as  a  farm  hand  for  Alexander  Hilleary,  and 
while  there  was  united  in  marriage  with  Henrietta 
Hilleary.  She  was'born  in  Virginia,  Maj'26,  1818, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Francis  and  Charlotta  (Arnold) 


Hilleary,  who  were  also  natives  of  Virginia,  and  emi- 
grated to  Harrison  County,  Kj'.,  in  1819,  residing 
there  until  1832,  when  they  removed  to  Adams 
Count3',  111.  After  making  that  their  home  for 
two  years,  they  came  to  Des  Moines  County,  which 
was  then  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness  and  formed 
a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  Securing  a 
claim,  they  lived  there  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Mr.  Swank  and  his  wife  lived  on  a  farm  in  Huron 
Township,  which  he  had  entered,  consisting  of  IGO 
acres  of  land  on  sections  11,12,  13  and  14.  Im  pro  ve- 
ments  were  at  once  begun,  and  the  laud  was  soon 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swank  were  the  parents  of  eight  children :  America, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Jacob  H.,  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  _vears;  Orval,  who  enlisted  in  the  30th  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantrj-,  died  while  in  the  service;  Will- 
iam Franklin  died  in  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  while  a 
member  of  Company  I,  6th  Iowa  Infantr\':  Jennie 
S.  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Rice,  a  resident  of  Austin, 
111. ;  Wesley  T.  makes  his  home  near  Melville,  Dak. ; 
J.  Lewis  has  charge  of  the  home  farm;  and  Henry 
H.,  whose  home  is  in  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Mr.  Swank  was  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  and  his  wife  also  belonged  to  that  denomi- 
nation. He  cast  his  vote  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  was  an  active  politician  in  his  daj-.  This  couple 
were  true  pioneers  of  Iowa.  Very  few  were  the 
settlements  in  1835,  when  they  became  residents  of 
Des  Moines  County.  The  prairies  were  covered 
with  wild  grass,  the  timber  was  uncut,  wild  game 
and  deer  were  verj'  numerous,  wolves  were  often 
heard  howling  at  night,  and  bands  of  Indians  were 
frequently  seen.  At  the  time  of  their  settlement 
there  was  no  law  in  the  Territory,  but  soon  the  work 
of  civilization  and  progress  was  begun,  schools  and 
churches  were  built,  railroads  and  other  improve- 
ments made,  until  Des  Moines  County-  now  stands 
among  the  first  in  the  great  State  of  Iowa. 

J.  Lewis  Swank  w.is  born  on  the  farm  where  he 
yet  resides,  in  Huron  Township,  Des  Moines  Co., 
Iowa,  in  September,  1848.  His  education  was  re- 
ceiveii  at  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Denmark 
Academj'  in  Lee  County,  followed  by  a  j'ear's  in- 
struction in  the  State  L'niversity.  After  -complet- 
ing his  education  Mr.  Swank  engaged  in  teaching 
school  for  six  teras.  In  August,  1884,  his  marriage 
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with  Miss  Jlinnie  Mills,  a  native  of  Huron  Town- 
ship, and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  B.  Mills,  was  cele- 
brated. One  child  has  been  born  to  them.  Orval  Jlills. 
Mr.  Swank  is  a  practic.il  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
keeping  on  his  farm  about  100  head  of  cattle,  and 
annually  selling  about  140  head  of  hogs.  He  is  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  township,  and  has 
490  .lores  of  land  under  his  control.  In  polities 
Mr.  Swank  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  gre.at  interest 
in  local  elections.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  Town- 
ship Clerk  and  Trustee  for  several  terms  e.ach,  and 
believes  in  the  strict  eufurcement  of  the  prohibit- 
ory law.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Progress 
Lodge,  No.  22G.  A.  F.  &  A.  iM. 


^i5e 


APT.  JOHN  BIRD,  attorney  at  law  and 
pension  agent,  a  pioneer  lawyer  of  Iowa  of 
1«43,  was  burn  in  Washington  Count}-,  Pa., 
Aug.  21,  1(S19,  and  is  a  son  of  .lohn  and  Catherine 
(Townsend)  Bird,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
New  .lersey  and  also  of  English  descent.  His  father 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Rev.  Thom.as  Bird, 
who  was  godfather  to  Sir  \\'alter  Scott.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  State, 
removed  to  Kentun,  Hardin  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1840, 
there  sludjing  law  with  Andrew  Dodd  of  that  place, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1842.  The  follow- 
ing spring,  he  emigrated  to  Iowa  and  settled  at 
AVapello,  Louisa  Count}-,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  Mr.  Bird  raised  a  com- 
pany for  the  late  w.ir,  which  was  mustered  into  the 
service  Aug.  21,  1862,  as  Company  F,  lyth  Iowa 
Infantry,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  Captain. 
His  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  in  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove.  While  on  his  way  to  rejoin  his  regiment 
after  a  sick  furlough,  he  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Springfield,  having  command  of  about  300  con- 
valescents th.at  were  taken  from  the  hospital.  He 
was  placed  in  command  of  Fort  No.  4,  serving 
through  the  engagement  with  honor,  but  his  health 
becoming  seriously  impaired  he  resigned  June  6, 
1863. 

Returning  from  the  war,  Capt.  Bird  resumed  the 
practice  of   his  profession  at  Wapello,  continuing 


it  until  1874,  when  he  removed  to  Burlington  with 
the  intention  of  retiring  from  active  business,  his 
health  again  failing  as  a  result  of  his  army  exper- 
ience. He  still  does  a  little  pension  business  though 
not  pretending  to  carry  on  a  regular  law  practice. 

Mr.  Birrl  was  married  at  Wapello,  Jan.  5.  1845, 
to  Miss  Rebecca  Mintun,  daughter  of  Jacob  Mintun, 
of  Louisa  County.  .She  was  born  in  Washington 
County.  Oiiio.  and  her  fatnil}'  were  among  the  early 
pioneers  of  Louisa  County,  having  settled  there  in 
1837.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bird  have  been  tiie  parents  of 
six  children,  four  of  »viiom  are  living — Oscar  O. 
married  Miss  Molly  Lj-mau.  ami  resides  at  Burling- 
ton, where  he  is  Assistant  Postmaster;  Curtis  D. 
mairied  Miss  Minnie  Long,  of  Burlington,  and  is 
the  present  Freight  Audit(jr  of  the  Chicago.  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy,  at  Chicago;  Lillic  is  the  wife  of 
P.  Richards,  of  Burlington;  Talma  is  the  wife  of 
Robert  JlcCosh,  of  Burlington.  Two  children  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Bird  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  which  will 
account  for  his  not  having  been  called  to  fill  many 
official  positions  in  Louisa  County.  He  served, 
however,  several  years  as  State's  Attorne\'  for  that 
district,  having  been  first  appointed  to  that  position 
by  Gov.  Clark,  the  Territorial  Governor,  and  was 
sub.sequently  elected  to  the  same  office.  He  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  member  of  Wapello  Lodge, 
No.  5,  A.  F.  ik  A.  M.,  and  a  charter  member  of 
Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  13,  R.  A.  M.,  at  Washington. 
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^  l>ILLIAM  DEBTS,  one  of  the  well-to-do  and 
\rJ/l  representative  farmers  of  Yellow  Spring 
W^  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  residing 
on  section  27,  was  born  in  Luzerne  Count}-,  Pa.,  in 
1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Phoebe  (Blanchard) 
Deets,  the  father  a  native  of  Northampton,  and  the 
mother  of  Luzerne  County,  in  that  State.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  our  subject  began  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of 
five  years,  and  for  six  years  thereafter  was  captain 
of  a  canal-boat  on  the  Susquehanna  Canal.  In  18.5 1 
Mr.  Deets  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lydia 
Gearinger,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Luzerne  County. 
Six   years    later,    the   young    couple  emigrated  to 
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Iowa,  settling  near  Dodgeville,  Des .Moines  County, 
where  a  farm  was  renter!  for  seven  j'ears,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time,  they  removed  to  section  27, 
Yellow  Spring  Township,  same  county,  where  Mr. 
Deets  purchased  120  acres  of  land.  Up  to  the  pres- 
ent time  that  farm  had  been  his  home,  and  now 
consists  of  190  acres  of  fine  land,  which  is  all  highlj' 
cultivated. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deets  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows :  Phoebe  A.,  wife  of  Harper  Heizer, 
of  Yellow  Spring  Township;  Peter  W.  and  Charles 
W.,  residents  of  Barton  County,  Kan.;  and  Smith 
Ilenrj',  engaged  in  farming  in  Franklin  Township, 
Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa.  Blrs.  Lydia  Deets  died  Nov. 
12,  1 862.  and  in  1863  Mr.  Deets  formed  a  second 
union,  his  wife  being  Elizabeth  Kline,  a  native  of 
Penns3'lvania,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Kline  of 
Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  of  whom 
a  history  is  given  elsewlicre  in  this  volume.  Four 
children  have  been  bom  to  them — Walter  J.,  Jud- 
son  F.,  Marjr  B.  and  Libbie  Belle, all  still  under  tiie 
parental  roof.  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Deets  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  they  are 
active  workers.  In  politics,  Mr.  Deets  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  strongly  favors  the  enforcement  of  the 
prohibitory  laws,  and  he  has  held  various  township 
offices.  Commencing  life  without  financial  assist- 
ance, by  energy,  economj'  and  good  management, 
he  has  overcome  all  obstacles,  surmounted  all  diffi- 
culties, and  now  has  a  comfortable  competence  for 
old  age. 


=E>- 


ih^  ILLARD  B.  CALKINS,  fruit  grower,  and 
///  \\\  pioneer  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  of 
18.')5,  residing  on  section  36,  Flint  River 
Township,  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.,  March  8,  1837.  and  is  a  son  of  Elijah  and 
Harriet  (Hedge)  Calkins,  the  former  a  native  of 
New  York  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Summerfield, 
a  real  estate  agent  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  our  sub- 
ject, second  in  order  of  birth ;  Celia,  now  Mrs. 
Backus,  a  resident  of  Gainesville,  Ga. ;  and  Annie, 
wife  of  John  Cannon,  also  a  resident  of  Gaines- 
ville, Ga.     The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 


education  in  his  native  State,  where  he  remained 
upon  the  farm  with  his  parents  untiM855,  and  then 
came  with  his  brother,  Summerfield  Calkins,  to  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa.  He  engaged  as  a  farm 
hand  for  a  while,  and  then,  in  connection  with  a  Mr. 
Garside,  operated  a  dairy  for  a  short  time.  In  the 
fall  of  1856,  Mr.  Calkins  went  with  his  brother  to 
Nebraska  City,  making  an  overland  journey.  The 
brother  soon  returned,  but  our  subject  remained 
for  about  two  j'ears,  or  until  November,  1858, 
when  he  returned  to  Iowa.  Returning  to  Burling- 
ton, Mr.  Calkins  enlisted  in  the  Iowa  State  Militia, 
and  when  the  President  issued  his  call  for  75,000 
volunteers,  he  enrolled  his  name  among  the  brave 
men  who  were  willing  to  give  their  lives  in  defense 
of  their  country's  flag.  On  the  10th  of  October, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  14th  Iowa  Infantry  and 
served  three  years.  The  regiment  was  organized 
at  Davenport,  Iowa,  from  thence  proceeded  to  St. 
Louis,  and  from  Cairo  went  to  Tennessee,  where 
thej'  i)articipatpd  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Henry 
and  Donelson.  The  regiment  was  next  ordered  to 
Shiloh.  where  they  participated  in  that  famous 
battle,  Mr.  Calkins  there  being  taken  prisoner.  The 
Colonel  of  the  brave  14tli  regiment  drew  his  men 
up  in  line,  with  the  intention  of  cutting  their  way 
out.  but  the  opposing  forces  were  too  great  and  they 
were  unsuccessful.  Among  the  last  to  leave  the 
battlefield  was  Mr.  Calkins.  Seeing  one  of  his  com- 
rades b.adly  wounded,  he  stopped  to  carry  him  into 
the  hospital  tent,  while  the  balls  were  flj'ing  through 
the  air,  piercing  the  tent  in  many  places  and  falling 
thickly  around  them.  At  last  the  tent  was  reached, 
and  boxes  were  piled  up  to  protect  the  sufferers, 
and  the  cries  of  the  wounded  and  dying  made  the 
strongest-hearted  quail.  In  this  tent  many  of  the 
boys  of  the  14th  regiment  passed  to  their  rest,  and 
now  lie  quietly  sleeping  on  the  battlefields  of  the 
Sunny  South.  In  the  meantime,  the  rebels  were  cap- 
turing all  the  soldiers  possible.  Riding  up  to  the  tent 
they  called  for  the  •'  Yanks"  to  come  out.  One  of 
the  rebels,  who  was  mounted  upon  a  horse  and  held 
a  loaded  revolver  in  his  hand,  ordered  Mr.  Calkins 
to  take  hold  of  his  saddle  stiirup,  and  then,  putting 
whip  to  his  horse,  went  dashing  through  the  brush 
and  under  the  heavy  bombardment  of  the  Union 
gun-boats,  the  shot  and   shell  flying  thick  and    fast 
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arounfl  them.  The  prisoners  were  placed  in  a  corn 
field  with  no  protection  from  the  rain,  which  was 
then  fallino:  in  torrents,  and  there  were  compelled 
to  remain  all  night,  dawn  showing  many  lifeless 
bodies  of  the  boys  in  blue  lying  in  the  mud.  In 
the  morning,  the  rebels  were  drawn  into  line,  tiieir 
muskets  pointed  at  the  prisoners,  and  the  command 
given  •'  double  quick,"  in  order  to  keep  the  prison- 
ers from  being  recaptured  b^'  the  Union  forces. 
They  were  taken  to  Corinth,  fifty-four  being  loaded 
in  a  car  for  Memphis,  from  which  city  they  were 
taken  to  Mobile,  Ala.  The  treatment  Mr.  Calkins 
had  received  brought  on  typhoid  fever,  and  he  was 
left  in  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  for  two 
months,  and  then  was  taken  to  Montgomerj',  Ala., 
fiom  thence  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  where  he  was 
parolled.  He  was  sent  to  Bridgeport  Landing  to 
be  exchanged,  but  was  not  received,  and  so  was 
sent  back  to  Chattanooga.  This  proved  a  deep 
disappointment  to  the  boys,  who  were  expecting  to 
be  able  to  get  home.  Mr.  Calkins  lay  sick  at 
Chattanooga  for  awhile;  then  wsis  sent  to  Atlanta, 
where  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital  for  about 
four  weeks,  when  he  was  sent  to  Macon,  Ga.,  re- 
maining there  until  October;  then  was  again  parolled 
and  sent  to  Richmond,  and  thus  once  more  disap- 
pointed in  being  allowed  to  go  home.  He  nest  was 
sent  to  the  loathsome  Libby  Prison, and  from  there 
to  Indianapolis,  Ind.  The  difference  of  their  life 
now  from  that  of  the  rebel  prison  was  so  great  that 
the  soldiers  began  to  improve  at  once.  Pure  air 
and  clean,  wholesome  food  soon  brought  a  great 
change  in  Mr.  Calkin*,  he  gaining  fifty  pounds  in 
five  weeks.  From  Indianapolis  he  was  sent  to 
Chicago,  from  thence  to  St.  Louis,  and  while  in  the 
latter  city  took  what  the  boys  call  a  •'  French  fur- 
lough "  and  came  home,  remaining  thirtj-  days. 
Returning  to  St.  Louis,  he  again  lay  sick  in 
the  barracks  there  until  Februarj',  1863,  when  he 
was  discharged  on  account  of  disability  caused 
from  disease  contracted  while  in  the  loathsome 
prisons  of  the  South. 

Returning  home  after  being  discharged,  Mr. 
Calkins  again  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
though  his  frail  health  does  not  permit  him  to  per- 
form all  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  a  farmer. 
On   the    0th  of    October,  1864,  he  was  united  in 


marriage  with  Sarena  Seamans,  who  was  born  in  Des 
Moines  County,  Feb.  8,  1841,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  B.  and  Jane  (Crawford)  Seamans,  who 
settled  in  this  county  in  October,  1834.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Serena;  Benjamin  B.,  Jr.,  a  farmer  re- 
siding near  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa;  James,  a  builder 
and  contractor  of  Kansas  Citj-;  Nancy  L..  widow  of 
John  Walker,  is  a  resident  of  Kansas  City.  Mr. 
Seamans  died  in  California  in  1850.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
owner  of  100  acres  of  land,  and  one  of  Des 
Moines  County's  respected  citizens.  The  mother, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  is  yet 
living  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  children  in  Kansas  City. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calkins  have  been  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Edwin  M.,  born  Feb.  21,  1866,  is  a 
ipachinist  in  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  shops  at  West  Burlington ;  Ella  L..  born 
Feb.  2,  1868;  Annie  J.,  born  March  28,  1870;  Katie 
L.,  born  July  28,  1872;  and  Leroy  D.,  born  April 
17.  1878.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calkins,  with  four  of 
their  children,  belong  to  the  Congregational  Church 
of  West  Burlington.  Mr.  Calkins  is  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  Post  of  Burlington,  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  has  filled  various  township  offices  of 
trust,  and  is  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  land  ad- 
joining the  city. 


•^tj* 


^^ 


<^ilS^ 


OPE  ELAND, one  of  the  prosperous  farmers 
ffjj'i  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  residing  on 
section  13,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  was 
(^)  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1841,  and  his 
parents,  Robert  and  Hannih  (Corps)  Eland,  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  place.  They  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  reached  maturity: 
Hannah,  now  the  wife  of  T.  S.  Hutchcroft,  of  Kos- 
suth, Iowa;  Robert,  residing  in  California;  John,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Y'ellow Spring  Township;  Jane_ 
widow  of  Thomas  Longlay,  also  resides  in  Yellow 
Spring  Township;  Edward,  whose  home  is  in  Wash- 
ington Territory ;  our  subject  is  next  in  order  of 
birth;  William,  a  farmer  of  Y'ellow  Spring  Town- 
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ship ;  and  Thomas,  who  for  several  j-ears  was  a  stock 
buyer  in  this  county,  died  in  August,  18S4,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-five,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  children. 
The  death  of  Robert  Eland  occurred  in  1869,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  He  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  from 
early  manhood  until  the  time  of  his  death  served  as 
Class-Leader.  After  the  dpath  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Eland  came  to  America  and  has  since  made  her 
home  with  her  daughter.  Mrs.  T.  S.  Hutchcroft,  of 
Kossuth,  Iowa.  .Since  her  childhood  she  has  been 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  reared  a  family  of  honorable  men 
and  women,  all  of  whom  are  highlj'-respected  citi- 
zens. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  faira  in  his  native 
land,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  bade  good- 
bye to  his  friends  and  country  and  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica, locating  first  in  Tazewell  County,  111.,  where, 
however,  he  remained  but  a  short  time,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1865-66  came  to  Dcs  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  engaging  as  a  butcher  and  stock-shipper  in 
the  city  of  Burlington  for  several  years.  Mr.  Eland 
next  took  up  his  residence  in  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
ship, making  his  first  purchase  of  land,  consisting  of 
sixty-five  acres,  on  section  13,  in  1870,  though  in 
connection  with  his  farming  he  was  still  engaged  in 
shipping  stock. 

On  June  17,  1869,  the  marriage  of  Hope  Eland 
and  Ellen  Husted  was  celebrated.  The  lady  is  a 
native  of  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Epiiraim  Hus- 
ted, a  sketch  of  whom  is  recorded  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  where 
for  over  twenty  3'ears  they  have  made  their  home, 
though  more  land  has  been  added,  the  little  farm  of 
sixty-five  acres  having  been  increased  to  one  of  .560, 
all  of  which  are  improved.  Mr.  Eland  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming,  also  making  a  specialtj-  of  stock-rais- 
ing, having  for  sale  each  j'ear  about  seventy-five 
head  of  cattle. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eland:  Robert  E.,  Edward  H.,  William  P.,  Susie 
J.,  John  B.  and  Thomas  F.,  all  of  whom  reside  at 
home,  the  faniil}'  circle  being  thus  far  unbroken. 
Mr.  Eland  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  politically  he  is 


a  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republi- 
can party  and  believes  in  the  strict  enforcement  of 
the  prohibitory  laws.  A  successful  farmer  and 
business  man,  his  splendid  property  was  all  gained 
by  his  own  effoits,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  the  township,  and  is  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  for  integrity'  and  straightforward 
dealing  bv  all  who  know  him. 


N.  DERBY,  deceased  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Ues  Moines  County,  Iowa.  To 
the  earl}'  pioneers  of  this  county  is  due  far 
more  credit  than  can  be  given  in  a  short 
biographical  notice.  The  trials  through  which  they 
passed,  the  hardships  endured,  the  great  labor  to 
be  performed,  the  difficulties  to  be  surmounted  and 
the  obstacles  to  be  overcome  in  making  a  settle- 
ment in  a  new  countrj\  though  unlike  in  some  of 
the  details,  are  similar  in  most  cases  and  are  given 
more  fully  in  the  historical  part  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Derby  was  born  in  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  in  1821, 
receiving  a  common-school  education.  When  a 
young  man  he  went  to  Williamsport,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier. 
Returning  to  New  York,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Caroline  Roper.  In  1848,  hearing  of  the 
opening  of  the  West,  Mr.  Derby  turned  his  face  to 
the  setting  sun,  and  with  his  family  came  to  Dan- 
ville, Des  Moines  Countj-,  Iowa,  remaining  there 
but  a  short  time,  when  he  removed  to  Burlington, 
which  became  his  permanent  home.  Here  he  found 
work  in  Rand's  pork-packing  house  and  later  in 
Heisej'  &  Co.'s  sawmill,  on  the  ground  where  Boesch 
&  Co.'s  brewery  now  stands.  He  then  became  a 
partner  of  the  Messrs.  Footein  a  planiug-mill,  which 
partnership  continued  for  some  time,  Messrs.  Foote 
retiring  to  engage  in  other  business,  and  Mr.  Derby 
continued  alone  until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  as  a 
Government  engineer.  While  in  the  service  Mr. 
Derby  contracted  disease  from  which  he  never  re- 
covered, dying  in  1863.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Derb}'  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Newton  R.,  Laura  C.  and  Mark  F.  Mr.  Derby 
was  a  man  who   was  highl}'  respected,  with  an  un- 
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tarnisheri  reputation  for  integrit}',  walking  in  the 
narrow  jiatli  of  rectitude.  He  was  enterprising, 
kind  and  oljiiging,  blessed  in  every  waj-  and  trusted 
b^-  all,  a  citizen  worthy  to  fill  any  position  to  which 
he  was  called.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  a  strict  temperance  man  in  word 
and  deed. 


=*HOMAS  C.  MOORE,  a  stone-cutter,  and  one 
of  the  respected  citizens  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  Aug.  12.  1822, 
and  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Ann  (Callon)  Moore, 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  isle.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  them,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Thomas,  of  thissketch;  William,  residing  near  Belle 
Plaine,  Minn.;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  James  Kel- 
ley,  of  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  were  both 
members  of  tlie  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  highly 
respected  in  the  country  where  they  resided. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  on  his 
native  isle,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  went  with  his 
parents  to  England,  and  there,  their  death  occurring 
soon  afterward,  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
soui'ces.  Apprenticing  himself  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  stone-mason,  he  served  four  years,  receiving,  as 
a  compensation,  his  board  and  the  time  in  which  he 
might  earn  his  clothes.  In  1847,  in  England,  the 
marriage  of  Thomas  C.  Moore  and  Miss  Ellen  Bowcn 
was  celebrated,  and  bj-  this  union  two  children  were 
born,  one  of  whom  is  living — John,  now  a  resident 
of  Manchester,  P^ngland,  and  Henrj'  is  deceased. 
Mrs.  Moore  died  in  England. 

Mr.  Moore  emigrated  to  America  in  1 852,  locating 
at  Rockford,  111.,  and  in  1857  he  went  to  Keokuk 
County.  Iowa,  where  he  enlisted,  June  13,  1861,  in 
the  1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Bur- 
lington, the  regiment  then  going  to  St.  Louis.  Mr. 
Moore  participated  in  the  raid  against  Price,  and 
was  detached  with  four  companies  of  the  regiment 
to  intercept  a  part  of  the  forces  at  Black  Water,  they 
capturing  1,300  rebels,  without  losing  a  man.  For 
the  first  j'ear  and  a  half  the  regiment  was  stationed 
on  the  border  of  the  bushwhackers'  territory.  Mr. 
Moore  served  three  years  and  three  months,  was 
always  found  at  his  post  of   duty,  and   was  honor- 


ably discharged  at  Davenport.  Iowa,  Sept.  5.  1864. 
He  was  detailed  on  detached  service  as  musician, 
and  was  afterward  in  the  regimental  band.  In 
1864,  after  his  discharge,  he  came  to  Burlington, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Beloit,  AVis.,  July  12,  1854,  with  Miss 
Emily  Bristow,  a  native  of  England.  Mrs.  Moore 
was  born  in  England  in  the  year  1833,  and  while 
young,  emigrated  to  America  with  her  parents.  By 
this  union  there  are  five  living  children — Robert, 
Albert,  William,  Lillie  and  George.  Those  de- 
ceased are  Addie,  Ella  and  Thomas.  Politically, 
Mr.  Moore  is  a  Republican,  though  he  could  not  be 
termed  a  politician,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  Mrs.  Moore  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 


RED  P.  WASHBURN,  conductor  on  the 
•jj  Burlington.  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Rail- 
road, was  born  in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  is 
a  son  of  Judge  Arthur  and  Eliza  (Halsted)  Wash- 
burn. Eliza  Halsted  was  born  in  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.,  June  1,  1821,  came  to  Iowa  in  1843.  and  on 
the  23d  of  July,  1844,  became  the  wife  of  Judge 
Washburn,  the  first  County  Judge  of  Muscatine 
County  and  also  the  first  Postmaster  of  the  city  of 
Muscatine.  Mrs.  Washburn  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  Six  children  graced 
their  union,  four  of  whom  are  living — Scott  A., 
Fred.  P.,  Belle  and  Frank.  Those  deceased  are — 
Albert,  died  in  1862;  S.-irah  Jane  in  1864.  Judge 
Washburn  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
and,  politically,  was  an  old-line  Whig,  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  Henry  Clay.  His  death  occurred  in  Mus- 
catine Feb.  1,  1858,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life 
in  1886. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Musca- 
tine, lowu,  there  receiving  a  liberal  education,  and 
when  fourteen  years  of  age,  began  life  as  a  sales- 
man, following  that  occupation  until  the  age  of 
twenty,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  he  was  in 
school.  Commencing  his  railroad  life  on  the  Chi- 
cago, Rock  Island  &   Pacific  road,   Mr.   Washburn 
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remained  with  them  for  only  a  year,  and  then 
secured  employment  as  brakesman  on  the  Burling- 
ton, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern ;  later  was  promoted 
to  the  position  of  freight  conductor,  and  in  1881, 
became  conductor  on  a  passenger  train.  On  the 
29th  of  July,  1884,  he  married  Miss  Emma  L.  Beall, 
a  daughter  of  A.  M.  and  Amanda  (Mansfield)  Beall. 
By  this  union  two  children  have  been  born,  one  of 
whom  is  living — Fred  Philor;  Herbert  Clyde  is  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Washburn  is  a  member  of  Hawke^'e 
Lodge,  No.  30,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Muscatine; 
Washington  Chapter,  No.  4,  R.  A.  M. ;  De  Molay 
Commandery,  No.  1,  K.  T. ;  and  is  also  a  member 
of  Wyoming  Lodge,  No.  76,  K.  of  P.,  of  Muscatine. 


tW  KNRY  M.  MORGAN,  County  Missionary 
of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union,  re- 
siding at  1313  Sumner  street,  Burlington, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N. 
Y.,  Se[)t  14,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Comfort  B.  and 
Betsy  (Mitchell)  Morgan.  To  them  were  born 
thirteen  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  Comfort  B.  Morgan  fought 
in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Black  Rock.  Levi  S.  Morgan,  brother  of  our 
subject,  was  a  soldier  iu  the  late  war,  a  member  of 
the  124th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  died  from  disease 
contracted  while  in  the  service.  Comfort  B.  Mor- 
gan, with  his  family,  removed  from  New  York  to 
Kendall  County,  111.,  in  1844,  where  the  father 
purchased  a  farm  and  died  three  j'ears  later.  He 
and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  earnest  workers  for  their  Master.  Mrs. 
Morgan  survived  her  husband  for  some  years, 
dying  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  in  1861,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Sophronia  Russell,  whose  death 
occurred  a  few  daj's  after  the  death  of  the  mother. 
The  remaining  children  are  Lovina,  wife  of  Hiram 
B.  Carr,  a  carpenter  of  Columbus  Junction,  Iowa; 
Almina  wedded  Frederick  Hoffstrom,  a  farmer  of 
Johnson  City,  St.   Clair  Co.,  Mo.;  and  Mrs.  John 


Waldfogel,  whose  husband  is  a  machinist  at  At- 
chison,  Kan. 

The  earl^'  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  Kendall 
County,  III.,  where  he  attended  the  district  schools 
until  nine  years  of  age,  when  he  went  with  his 
mother  to  Aurora,  111.,  also  attending  school  in  that 
city  until  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  then  entered  a 
printing  office,  working  at  that  trade  until  the 
bi'eaking  out  of  the  Civil  AVar,  when  he  was  among 
the  first  to  respond  to  the  country's  call  for  troops, 
enlisting  in  Capt.  Hawley's  battery  for  State  service, 
and  was  stationed  at  Cairo,  111.,  during  the  three 
months  of  his  enlistment.  On  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861.  he  again  enlisted  for  three  years  in 
Battery  C,  Chicago  Artillery,  and  in  November  of 
that  year  was  transferred  to  the  1st  Regiment  New 
York  Light  Artillery.  He  participated  in  twelve 
of  the  most  important  and  seven  of  the  minor  en- 
gagements of  the  war,  among  which  were  the 
battles  of  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern  Hill,  siege  of  York- 
town,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville, 
Gett^'sburg,  Bristow  Station,  Battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsjivania  Court  House,  Cold  IIarl)or  and 
Petersburg.  After  three  years  of  hard  service,  in 
which  he  nobly  did  his  duty,  he  was  discharged. 

Returning  to  Aurora,  Mr.  Morgan  cast  his  ballot 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  our  mart3'red  President,  and 
then  want  to  Chicago,  where  he  worked  in  the 
office  of  the  Eveniny  Journal,  continuing  in  that 
cmphyment  until  1873,  when  he  was  appointed 
clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged until  September,  1886,  when  a  change  of  ad- 
ministration caused  him  to  lose  his   position. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1866,  IMr.  Morgan 
wedded  Miss  Belle  McEwen,  who  was  born  in  Ed- 
inburg,  Scotland,  Dec.  17,  1841,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Mar}'  (Furgesou)  McPiwing.  The 
father  died  in  his  native  land  and  the  mother  and 
four  children  emigrated  to  America  in  1855,  set- 
tling in  Chicago,  where  the  mother's  death  occurred 
in  1865.  Their  children  are  Jessie,  deceased  wife 
of  George  Fyfe;  Margaret,  wife  of  George  Milne, 
a  resident  of  Chicago;  Mary,  who  wedded  Peter 
Edwards  of  Kintail,  Ontario;  and  Belle,  the  wife 
of  our  subject. 

After  quitting  the  mail  service,  Mr.  Morgan  was 
appointed  to  the  work  of  Missionary,  iu   which  he 
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has  been  engaged  continnonsly  since.  He  and  his 
wife  removed  to  Burlington  in  1876,  and  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Levi  H.,  born  May  24, 
1868;  Cora  Belie,  March  22,  1870;  Mary  L.,  Feb. 
9.  1872;  and  Artliur  B.,  Jan.  5,  1874.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Morgan  and  family  are  all  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  July,  1887,  he 
received  a  license  as  a  Local  Preacher. 

yilLLIAM  D.  McCASH.  Prominent  among 
the  few  of  the  pioneers  of  Burlington  now 
'J^  living  is  "William  D.  McCash.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born 
Jan.  25,  1813.  His  father  was  William  McCash,  a 
native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  parents  in  1785,  when  he 
was  about  two  years  of  age.  His  parents  settled  in 
Cincinnati  in  1795,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  following  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer,  and  residing  for  sixty-five  years  on 
one  farm,  about  six  miles  from  Cincinnati,  dying  in 
the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  McCash's 
mother  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  of  English 
parents,  her  father  being  from  Sheffield,  England. 
The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  on  the 
home  farm  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Cincinnati  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade. 
His  limited  school  education  was  acquired  in  at- 
tending a  night  school  in  Cincinnati,  when  serving 
his  apprenticeship.  After  learning  his  trade,  he 
spent  a  few  years  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Vicks- 
burg,  Miss.,  but  did  not  devote  his  entire  attention 
to  this  occupation,  as  he  was  much  of  the  time  en- 
gaged in  speculating  in  real  estate,  and  making 
other  speculative  investments,  in  most  of  which  he 
was  successful.  About  1835,  he  became  a  resident 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  resided  three  years, 
working  at  his  trade  a  couple  of  years  and  keep- 
inw  a  livery  stable  the  i-emainder  of  the  time.  In 
August,  1838,  Mr.  McCash  came  to  Burlington 
at  the  solicitation  of  his  friends,  bought  prop- 
erty, and  then  returned  to  St.  Louis  to  bring  his 
family.  His  intention  on  coming  here  was  to 
engage  in  farming,  and  with  this  purpose  in  view  he 
made  a  tour  through  the   country   as  far  as   Mt. 


Pleasant,  but  finding  only  three  settlers  between 
Burlington  and  that  place,  he  abandoned  the  idea 
of  becoming  a  farmer.  Soon  after  his  arrival  here, 
he  rented  a  feed  barn  and  giadually  worked  himself 
into  the  livery  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
until  1869.  In  1847  he  built  the  brick  building  on 
Third  street,  opposite  the  Barrett  House,  which  was 
afterward  used  as  a  Baptist  Church,  Court  House, 
and  for  other  public  purposes.  In  connection  with 
his  livery  business,  at  various  times,  Mr.  McCash 
carried  on  the  manufacture  of  carriages,  wagons  and 
sleighs,  making  the  first  buggy  ever  constructed  in 
the  city.  This  branch  of  business  was  continued 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War,  when 
his  employes  all  left  to  join  the  Union  Army.  In 
1870  he  sold  out  his  livery  business  and  invested 
the  proceeds  in  buildings.  Owing  to  failing  health 
be  visited  California  in  1874  in  the  hope  of  regain- 
ing his  strength.  Since  that  time,  he  has  visited 
the  Golden  State  ten  times,  always  in  quest  of 
health,  though  he  has  made  several  profitable  invest- 
ments, and  though  for  some  years  an  invalid,  he  has 
by  no  means  been  idle.  Being  from  early  life  an 
industrious  and  active  business  man,  he  has,  most 
of  his  time,  been  engaged  in  some  legitimate  busi- 
ness pursuits,  and  has  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  cora- 
|5entence,  enabling  him  to  spend  the  evening  of  his 
life  in  ease  and  contentment. 

In  his  earlier  years  Mr.  McCash  was  a  Democrat, 
but  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  he  was  a 
strong  Union  man  .and  gave  two  of  his  sons  to  the 
service.  He  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  since  been  an  active  supporter  of  its 
principles.  He  never  sought  public  distinction,  but 
has  served  as  Alderman  of  the  city  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  was  for  several  years  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  County'  Supervisors.  Mr.  McCash  has 
been  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F.  since  March  13, 
1835,  joined  Washington  Lodge,  No.  4,  at  Cincinnati ; 
was  also  one  of  the  ciiarter  members  of  Washing- 
ton Lodge,  No.  1,  of  Iowa,  and  was  for  a  number  of 
years  prominently  identified  with  it;  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order  since  1863. 

Mr.  McCash  has  been  twice  married.  On  the  2d 
of  March,  1837,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  Ferguson,  of  Prince  Edward  County,  Va.,  bj* 
whom  be  had  four  cliildren,  two  of  whom  are  now 
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living:  William  F.,  now  a  resident  of  Colorado, 
and  Eleanor,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  M.  Bowman, 
of  Walla  Walla,  W.  T.  Mrs.  McCash  died  in  1845, 
and  he  was  married  the  second  time,  in  March, 
1846,  to  Miss  Mary  Long,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Hester  Long.  .She  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Hamil- 
ton County,  Ohio,  and  by  this  marriage  six  children 
were  born,  two  sons  and  four  daughters:  Cyreneus 
L.,  now  an  e.xtensive  farmer  of  Van  Buren  County, 
Iowa;  Charles  A.,  a  practicing  physician  at  San 
Francisco,  Cal. ;  Mary  B.,  wife  of  N.  R.  Derliy,  of 
Burlington;  Adda  L.,  deceased;  Cora  A.  and  Grace 
L.  The  family  are  consistent  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  respected  members  of  the 
community  in  which  thej^  reside.  A  resident  of 
Burlington  for  almost  half  a  century,  Mr.  McCash 
has  not  only  witnessed  its  growth  and  develop- 
ment, but  has  contributed  much  to  that  end.  Until 
he.alth  failed,  he  was  active  in  almost  every  enter- 
prise for  the  public  good ;  and  even  since  then,  he 
has  not  been  entirely  idle,  for,  as  already  stated, 
■while  on  the  Pacific  coast  he  made  several  invest- 
ments and  devoted  no  inconsiderable  time  to  active 
business.  He  is  one  of  the  kind  believing  in  the 
old  motto  that  "  it  is  better  to  wear  out  than  to 
rust  out."  The  example  of  such  a  man  is  well 
worthy  of  imitation  by  the  rising  generation,  and 
all  should  delight  to  do  him  and  nil  such  the  honor 
that  is  their  due. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  this   old  pioneer  will  be 
found  upon  another  page. 


=^EORGE  JAMES  JOHNSON,  D.  D.,  an  emi- 
nent divine,  founder  and  first  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  No- 
vember. 1848,  is  pastor  of  the  same  Church  in 
September,  1888.  He  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Vernon,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  9,  1824,  and  is  a 
sou  of  James  and  Emma  (Catlin)  Johnson,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  descended  from 
old  New  England  families.  They  removed  to 
Northern  New  York,  but  a  short  time  prior  to  the 
birth  of  our  subject,  who  was  educated  at  Madison 
Uuiversit}',  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  graduating  in  the 
collegiate  course  in  the  class  of  '46  and  in  the  theo- 


logical  course  in  1848.  His  Alma  Mater  honored 
him  by  conferring  upon  him  the  degree  of  D.  D.,  in 
1874.  Shortly  after  his  gradu.ation,  in  November, 
1848,  Dr.  Johnson  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  as  a 
Missionary  of  the  American  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Society  of  New  York.  This  was  his  first  mission, 
he  preaching  in  a  little  hall  over  a  saloon,  opposite 
the  Barrett  House,  for  the  first  two  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  six  months  of  that  time  he  had  organized  a 
little  Church  of  twelve  members,  of  whom  two  were 
colored.  At  the  expiration  of  the  two  years,  his 
congregation  succeeded  in  building  a  church  on 
Fourth  street,  which  was  used  as  their  house  of 
worship  for  thirty-four  years,  and  is  now  the  Peo- 
ple's Opera  House.  Dr.  Johnson  continued  as 
pastor  of  the  Church  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  baptized  about  500  converts,  the 
Church  also  meanwhile  becoming  self-supporting, 
and  sending  out  a  branch  congregation,  forming  a 
separate  Church  of  100  members.  In  1852,  Dr. 
Johnson  led  in  a  movement  to  establish  an  institute 
of  learning  at  Burlington,  which  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful, and  the  Burlington  Institute,  which  resulted 
from  that  movement,  has  now  had  a  useful  and 
prosperous  career  of  thirty-six  years,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  academic  institutions  of 
Iowa.  In  1858  the  Doctor  removed  to  Ft.  Madi- 
son, Iowa,  where  he  organized  a  small  Baptist 
Church  and  Sunday-school,  to  which  he  subse- 
quently added  200  by  profession  and  baptism.  Re- 
turning to  Burlington  in  1863,  for  five  3'ears  he 
served  the  American  Baptist  Publication  Society  of 
Philadelphia  as  District  Secretary,  representing  its 
mission  work  over  the  wliole  Mississippi  Valley. 
Removing  to  St.  Louis  in  1'868,  in  addition  to  his 
continued  services  in  the  former  capacity.  Dr.  John- 
son started  a  branch  house  for  the  sale  and  distri- 
bution of  its  literature  over  the  southern  and  western 
part  of  the  country,  continuing  in  that  relation 
eight  years.  The  succeeding  two  years  were  spent 
in  Upper  Alton,  111.,  as  a  special  financial  agent  for 
Shurtlefl:  College,  during  which  time,  by  energetic 
and  well  directed  industry,  he  succeeded  in  raising 
the  sum  of  #100,000  with  which  to  p.ay  the  debts 
and  increase  the  endowment  of  the  college.  In 
1878  Dr.  Johnson  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  be- 
came General  Missionary  Secretary  of  the  American 
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Baptist  Publication  Society  for  tiie  United  States, 
in  vvhitli  relation  he  continued  six  years,  in  the 
meantime  traveling  over  the  whole  of  the  United 
States,  visiting  and  preaching  in  every  State  and 
Territory  in  the  Union.  During  this  time  he  in- 
troduced the  system  of  colporteur  and  Sunday- 
school  work  for  the  society  into  all  parts  of  the 
Union.  His  services  with  the  society  covered  a 
l)eriod  of  twenty-one  years,  his  travels  aggregating 
390,186  miles,  equivalent  to  fifteen  trips  around  the 
circumference  of  the  globe  and  once  through  the 
diameter  and  back,  or  a  voyage  to  the  moon  and 
more  than  half  way  home  again.  At  the  end  of 
thirty-six  years  of  continued  service  in  public  life. 
Dr.  Johnson  found  his  health  impaired,  and  him- 
self greatly  in  need  of  rest  to  recuperate  his  failing 
energies.  For  the  accomplishment  of  that  purjiose, 
seeking  the  mild  climate  of  Florida,  he  there  spent 
two  winters  and  a  summer,  returning  North  perfectly 
restored.  In  March,  1880,  Dr.  Johnson  again  re- 
turned to  Burlington  to  accept  the  pastorship  o'f 
the  Church  that  he  had  organized  thirty-seven  years 
before,  and  since  his  return  has  i)ai<l  off  the  indebt- 
edness, completed  and  furnished  a  new  house  of 
worship  at  a  cost  of  16,000,  the  whole  expenses 
amounting  to  $25,000. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  married  at  Cazenovia,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  17,  18.50,  to  Miss  Maria  L.  Nickerson,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  James  Nickerson,  of  New  York,  and  six 
children  were  born  of  their  union  :  Emma  E.,  the 
eldest,  is  the  present  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Women's  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society-  of  Chi- 
cago; James  M.  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  street 
car  in  St.  Louis,  Aug.  6,  1869,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years;  George  T.,  residing  at  St.  Louis,  mar- 
ried Miss  Helen  Forbes,  of  Alton,  111.,  and  has  three 
sons;  Sarah  M.  resides  at  home,  and  is  a  popular 
teacher  of  the  Burlington  Kindergarten;  Kendall  W. 
is  book-keeper  in  an  insurance  house  of  Chicago; 
Griffith  is  a  student  of  the  Madison  University  of 
New  Y'ork,  where  his  father  graduated  in  1848. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Burlington  Collegiate  Institute  during 
the  first  fifteen  years  of  its  existence,  then  general 
financial  manager,  and  is  a  member  of  the  present 
board.  In  connection  with  his  general  work,  it  may 
be  mentioned  as  an  interesting   item,  that  he   has 


dedicated  ninet}'  houses  of  worship,  located  in  six- 
teen different  States  and  Territories,  and  had  the 
honor  of  conferring  the  rite  of  baptism  upon  the 
celebrated  Missionar}',  Rev.  J.  E.  Clough,  once  a 
student  of  the  Burlington  Institute,  now  in  India 
serving  as  Missionary  at  Ongole  among  the  Telugus, 
where  he  is  pastor  of  a  congregation  of  1,400  peo- 
ple, the  largest  Christian  congregation  in  the  world. 
As  his  record  shows.  Dr.  Johnson  has  spent  an  active 
and  useful  life  in  the  interest  of  his  Church  and  his 
fellow-men,  and  combines  manj-  essential  elements 
of  character  which  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  the 
varied  and  arduous  duties  which  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  perform.  Blessed  with  mental  powers  of 
superior  capacity,  a  pleasing  address  and  fine  com- 
mand of  language,  combined  with  rare  executive 
and  financial  ability.  Dr.  Johnson  has  proved  him- 
self always  competent,  faithful  and  earnest  in  every 
place  where  duty  called  him,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
he  has  many  j'ears  of  usefulness  yet  before  him. 

'S^SZRA  COGSWELL  HIGLEY  is  a  retired 
farmer  of  Danville  Township,  residing  on 
section  15.  Very  few  men  are  now  livingin 
this  county  who  have  a  better  recollection  of  early 
events  than  our  subject,  who  came  to  Southeast 
Iowa  when  the  State  was  yet  a  Territory  and  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Michigan.  From  the  time  of  his 
coming,  Mr.  Higley  has  been  one  of  her  best  knowri 
men,  and  the  honorable  and  upright  life  that  he  has 
lived  entitles  him  to  a  place  in  the  historj'  of  his 
chosen  count}',  where  his  children  have  grown  to 
maturity,  and  have  shared  in  all  the  good  things 
which  such  a  community  as  this  affords.  In  fact, 
the  moral  and  social  features  of  Danville  Township 
have  grown  from  the  elevating  and  high  moral 
standard  inculcated  by  such  families  as  this,  and 
we  are  pleased  to  speak  of  each  individual  member 
of  it,  also  to  give  as  much  of  the  early  history  of 
their  ancestors  as  possible.  The  first  of  whom  men- 
tion can  be  made  is  the  grandfather  Higley,  who 
was  a  resident  of  Windsor,  Conn.  His  wife  was 
the  mother  of  several  children,  of  whom  Joseph 
was  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  names  of  two 
of  Joseph's  sisters  can  be  given :  Philena  married 
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Dr.  Brewster,  who  practiced  his  profession  in  Beck- 
ett, Mass.;  Minerva  was  the  other,  but  no  authentic 
histor_y  of  her  can  be  given.  B3'  reference  to  notes 
talien  from  the  Windham  (Ohio)  Herald,  we  learn 
that  the  original  Capt.  Jolin  Higley  came  from  Lon- 
don, England,  in  16C6,  and  settled  in  Windsor, 
Conn.  At  the  age  of  twent3'-two  he  married  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Drake  of  that  village,  and  they 
liad  three  children.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  the  Captain  married  Sarah  Bissel,  and  seven 
children  graced  this  union. 

Josepli  Higley,  his  grandson,  w.as  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  and  was  the  first  of  the  family'  to 
leave  Connecticut,  he  settling  in  Beckett,  Mass.,  in 
1774.  In  earl  J'  times  he  was  a  teacher,  and  after- 
w.ard  acted  as  Surve3'or.  He  married  Silyd  Dewey, 
and  several  children  were  born  in  Beckett  prior  to 
their  removal  to  Portage  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  19, 
1815.  We  mention  these  cliildren:  Sibj'l  R.,  Joseph 
N.,  Sarah  M.  and  Eliza  D.  In  Ohio,  Henrj^  A.,  Jolin 
L.  and  Oliver  B.  were  born.  Becoming  a  pioneer 
of  Portage  County,  Joseph  Higle3'  settled  on  lands, 
wiiich  he  improved,  and  in  Windham  Township, 
after  residing  there  for  nian3-  years,  he  and  his  wife 
died. 

Ezra  C.  nigle3',  our  subject,  was  a  lad  sixteen 
years  of  age  wlien  his  father  died.  His  mother 
reached  a  ripe  age,  d3'ing  in  her  ninetieth  3-e.ar. 
She  was  an  exemplary  wife  and  mother,  and  in  etirly 
life  spun  and  -wove  cloth  for  man3-  of  the  neighbors, 
besides  caring  for  her  large  famil3'  of  children. 
Mau3'  of  the  Higle3's  were  men  of  note  in  political, 
professional  and  military  life.  The  children  of  this 
famil3-  have,  however,  been  mainl3'  agriculturists, 
and  Ezra  C.  has  for  half  a  centur3'  been  a  farmer 
in  Danville  Township,  and  upon  the  section  where 
he  now  resides.  He  was  married  Oct.  28,  1835,  to 
Amanda  A.  Messenger,  in  Portage  Count3',  Ohio, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1839  he  came  from  that  State, 
driving  some  short-horn  cattle  and  bringing  in  his 
wagon  some  Berkshire  pigs.  Mr.  Higlej'  deserves 
credit  for  being  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  to 
import  a  high  grade  of  stock  into  the  new  Territory. 

There  were  several  families  who  came  to  Iowa  at 
the  same  time,  chartering  a  boat  via  the  Ohio  and 
and  Mississippi  Rivers,  and  landing  at  Burlington. 
Among  these  were  the  families  of  our  subject  and  of 


his  father-in-law.  Mr.  Messenger.  Claims  were  se- 
cured, covering  a  half  section,  part  of  which  Mr. 
Higle3'  transferred  to  his-brother-in-law.  The  first 
cabin  was  built  on  section  15  in  1840,  in  which  the 
family  resided  until  after  the  war,  when  his  present 
farm  house  was  erected.  Every  improvement  made 
upon  this  land  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  memor3', 
and  in  this  township  many  hard  da3's  have  been 
experienced. 

The  two  eldest  children  of  Mr.  Higley  were  born 
in  Ohio :  Sib3'l,  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Stewart,  and  Har- 
riet, deceased  wife  of  Judson  Scovel.  Henry  H., 
who  wedded  Mary  E.  Minson;  Emil3-  M.,  who  is 
unmarried;  and  Mary  P.,  now  deceased,  were  born 
in  Iowa.  Henr3'  H.,  the  onl3'  son.  enlisted  earl3'  in 
the  war,  before  he  was  of  age,  becoming  a  member 
of  Company  E,  loth  Iowa  Infantrj%  serving  in  most 
of  the  engagements  participated  in  b3'  his  regiment. 
He  was  with  Sherman  on  his  March  to  the  Sea,  and 
served  in  a  number  of  hard-fought  battles.  He 
was  married  after  his  return  from  the  arm3',  and  is 
now  a  farmer,  residing  upon  a  part  of  his  father's 
original  entr3'. 

The  wife  of  E.  C.  Higley  died  in  1886.  She 
was  a  lady  of  great  force  of  character  and  one  of 
the  best  of  mothers.  We  welcome  this  famil3'  to  a 
place  in  this  histor3',  the  father  especiall3',  who  has 
spent  the  best  3'ears  of  his  life  in  the  development 
of  this  count3'. 
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ON.  JOSEPH  J.  McMAKEN.  For  almost 
1^  half  a  century  the  name  mentioned  has  been 
one  of  the  most  familiar  in  Des  Moines 
County.  In  1839  Joiin  McMaken,  father  of 
our  subject  emigrated  from  Hamilton  Count3',  Ohio, 
to  Des  Moines  Countj',  Iowa,  locating  in  Flint 
River  Township,  purchasing  the  claim  which  lie 
afterward  entered,  buying  it  at  a  public  land  sale 
held  in  Burlington.  John  McMaken  was  born  in 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  where  his  father,  Joseph 
McMaken,  Sr.,  had  located  in  1790,  being  at  that 
time  one  of  the  fii'St  pioneers,  and  making  a  home 
in  that  undeveloped  countr3'.  Josepli  McMaken, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Cumberland  Count3-,  Pa.,  his  father 
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being  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Campbell  in  Pennsjivania,  an<l  tiieir  eldest  son, 
Joseph  II.,  Jr.,  was  born  prior  to  their  removal  to 
Ohio.  Her  father's  name  was  Andrew  Campbell, 
and  her  mother's  maiden  name  was  Jane  Gettys, 
whose  brother  William  was  the  original  founder  of 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  his  remains  are  interred  in  the 
cemetery  near  that  city,  a  handsome  marble  column 
marking  the  spot. 

Leaving  now  the  e.arly  history  of  the  family, 
which  is  meager,  we  turn  our  attention  to  Joseph, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  after  his  mar- 
riage emigrated  to  Kentucky  in  1789,  settling  at 
Boone's  Station,  but  remained  there  only  about  one 
year,  leaving  on  account  of  tlie  prevalence  of 
slavery,  to  which  he  was  very  much  opposed. 
Some  of  his  brothers-in-law  were  with  their  families 
residents  of  the  same  neighborhood,  among  whom 
were  Messrs.  Harvey,  Campbell,  and  Wakefield, 
all  of  whom  later  became  residents  of  the  new 
territorj'  mentioned,  in  Ohio.  The  grant  secured 
by  John  C'leves  Sims  was  destined  to  become 
one  of  the  most  favored  regions,  and  induce- 
ments made  by  him,  the  gift  of  certain  quarter 
sections  to  actual  settlers,  was  perhaps  the  reason 
of  the  McMakens  going  to  Ohio.  Mr.  Sims  had 
erected  a  block-house  at  North  Bend,  known  as 
Sims'  Station,  where  settlers  took  refuge  to  protect 
themselves  from  Indian  attacks,  the  savages  at  that 
time  being  very  troublesome.  Wiiile  the  Wa3'ne 
treaty  with  the  Indians  was  in  progress,  Joseph,  in 
company  with  several  other  men,  erected  a  half 
dozen  log  houses  in  what  is  now  Union  Town- 
ship, Butler  County,  the  cabins  being  near  Mill 
Creek.  Into  these  the  families  were  moved 
Dec.  17,  1795.  While  residents  of  the  block- 
house, John,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  the 
second  son  of  Joseph  McMaken,  was  born,  the  date 
being  M.ay  11,  1791.  The  grandparents  opened  up 
a  farm,  living  upon  it  for  many  years,  and  reared  a 
family  of  several  children,  and  we  note  them  as 
being  pioneers  in  the  fullest  sense.  Mark  C.  Mc- 
Maken, the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family, 
was  born  Jan.  1,  1800,  and  is  still  living  in  Hamil- 
ton, Butler  Co.,  Ohio,  in  his  eightj'-ninth  year. 

John  McMaken,  the  father  of  our  subject,  wedded 
Sarah  Lowry    and    came    with   his   family    to    this 


county  in  1839.  Seven  children,  all  that  were 
living,  came  with  him,  and  of  them  we  speak  in- 
dividually. They  were  .all  married  in  this  State. 
John  wedded  Eliza  Cummins,  and  after  her  death, 
Elizabeth  Wertz,  and  they  reside  in  Middletown, 
living  a  retired  life;  Joseph  J.,  our  subject;  Mary 
H.,  who  wedded  Mr.  AVilliam  C.  Anderson,  for- 
merl3'  a  merchant  of  Washington,  Iowa,  and  both 
are  now  deceased ;  William  T.,  who  married  Phcebe 
Green,  is  part  owner  of  the  McMaken  homestead  in 
Flint  River  Township;  Jane  became  the  wife  of 
Robert  Steele,  a  man  well  known  in  this  neighbor- 
hood as  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  both  are  now 
deceased;  Emeline  wedded  William  Ramsey,  and 
they  have  been  residents  of  Solomon  City,  Dickin- 
son Co.,  Kan.,  for  the  past  eighteen  years;  Eliza 
became  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Smith,  a  merchant  of 
Washington,  Iowa.  Tlie  parents  of  these  children 
lived  for  many  years  in  this  county  and  reared  a 
family  noted  for  progressiveness  and  honor.  The 
death  of  the  mother  occurred  in  1864,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  William  T.,  was  at  that  time 
absent,  being  a  member  of  Company  K.  14th  Iowa 
Inf.antry,  and  at  Shiloh  he  was  taken  prisoner  and 
was  paioUed  at  Macon,  Ga.  John  McMaken  was 
the  owner  in  this  county  of  perhaps  600  acres  of 
land,  which  he  disposed  of  at  different  dates.  He 
died  at  Washington,  Iowa,  June  20,  1882,  and  his 
remains  were  brought  back  to  Flint  River  Town- 
ship for  interment.  He  had  passed  his  ninety-first 
birthday,  and  was,  when  living,  thought  to  be  the 
oldest  person  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio.  He 
was  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  from  his 
twentieth  year  was  a  professed  Christian,  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

Our  subject,  Hon.  Joseph  J.  McMaken,  was  born 
March  25,  1817,  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  Ohio, 
and  learned  to  love  agriculture  as  only  those  can 
who  hiive  become  familiar  with  its  pleasures  and 
profits.  He  was  of  age  when  coming  to  this  county, 
and  had  been  engaged  in  teaching  public  schools 
for  a  short  time  in  Ohio.  He  purchased  a  claim  in 
Flint  River  Township  in  1839,  and  later  entered  the 
same,  and  the  lands  are  yet  in  his  possession,  and  to 
this  he  added  other  valuable  real  estate.  These 
claims  had   but  meager  improvements,  not  even  a 
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log  hut  ornamenting  them,  and  the  first  cabin 
stood  upon  the  site  now  occupied  hj*  the  present 
farm  residence.  Mr.  McMaken's  next  thouglit, 
after  his  house  was  erected,  was  to  furnisli  a  mis- 
tress for  the  liome,  and  Miss  Parthena  M.  Green, 
accepting  his  offer,  became  his  wife  Oct.  21,  1841. 
Her  parents,  Jolin  and  Thankful  (Corastock)  Green, 
who  came  from  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  located 
in  Lee  County.  Iowa  in  1839,  died  in  I84G.  John 
Green  was  born  in  Falmouth,  Mass.,  and  his  wife 
in  Connecticut.  The}'  were  married  in  Ohio,  and 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Latham  D., 
Parthena  M.,  Louisa  M..  Clarinda,  Joseph,  Jacob 
C,  PluBbe  and  Sarah.  Of  these  four  are  living: 
Clarinda  is  the  widow  of  Joseph  K.  Scott  of  Flint 
River  Townshi)),  Des  Jloines  County;  Joseph  wed- 
ded Caroline  Long,  and  after  her  death  Susan  Hare 
also  now  deceased,  and  he  resides  at  Middletownon 
a  farm;  Phrebe  wedded  William  T.  JMcMaken,  who 
resides  uiion  a  part  of  the  old  McMaken  homestead; 
and  the  wife  of  our  subject  completes  the  number 
Upon  the  farm  improved  by  Joseph  McMaken, 
Ji-.,  in  Flint  Rivei'  Township,  their  children  were 
b(jrn,  of  whom  the  eldest  and  3'oungest  are  de- 
ceased:  Leander  G.,  Armilda  E.  and  John  G. 
The  daughter  graduated  at  Denmark  Academy  in 
1871,  and  has  done  whole  duty  of  a  daughter  by 
remaining  with  her  parents  and  acting  as  house- 
keeper for  her  good  mother,  who  for  several  3'ears 
has  been  deprived  of  her  e3'esight.  Tiie  family 
removed  from  the  farm  and  became  residents  of 
Middletown  in  1>^81.  Mr.  McMaken  renting  his 
farm  and  living  a  retired  life.  He  was  clerk  of  the 
election  at  the  time  of  the  township  organization, 
and  was  elected  one  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  to 
district  the  township  for  school  i)urposes.  A  strong 
anli-slaverj'  partisan  from  his  bo3'iiood,  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Free  Soil  part}',  and  was  their 
candidate  in  1854  for  State  Treasurer.  Espousing 
the  Republican  platform  at  the  organization  of  that 
party,  Mr.  McMaken  became  it  earnest  advocate, 
and  in  the  autumn  of  1863  was  elected  as  a  Re- 
Ijublican  Representative  from  Des  Moines  Count}' 
to  a  seat  In  the  Tenth  General  Assembly.  After 
his  time  had  expired,  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  County  Supervisors,  seivinga  term  of 
three  years.     Retiring  then  to  private  life,  with  a 
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record  most  enviable  as  an  official,  Mr.  McMaken 
has  lived  at  his  ease  to  this  date,  and  we  are  pleased 
to  give  him  a  deserved  place  among  those  who  for 
almost  a  half-century  have  developed  the  resources 
of  the  county  and  have  managed  its  affairs  in  a 
manner  both  systematic  and  commendable. 

* .-J.s3»-r^^<?;*^-. 1. 

/^  APT.  EDWARD  BURKE,  one  of  the  first 
(i(  n  ^^*  enlist  at  the  call  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
^^  troops  to  put  down  the  Rebellion,  was  born 
in  Tipperary  County,  Ireland,  Aug.  1,  1830.  and  is 
a  son  of  Thomas  F.  and  Catherine  (Donnelly) 
Burke.  In  1848  the  father,  being  driven  from  his 
native  land,  came  to  America  and  settled  at  Leba- 
non Spring,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y..  and  in  1855 
his  family,  which  had  remained  in  their  native 
land,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  joined  the  husband 
and  father  in  New  York.  In  1866  Mr.  Burke,  with 
his  family,  removed  t»  i\Iilwaukee,  and  there  both 
of  the  parents  died.  F"our  children  graced  their 
union — Thomas,  Edward  D.,  Richard  and  Maggie. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  country,  and  when  but  thirteen  years  of 
age  was  apprenticed  for  seven  years  to  learn  the 
trade  of  stone-mason,  though  only  serving  a  term  of 
five,  his  father  paying  $50  for  the  two  years  not 
served.  Coming  to  America  with  the  family  in 
1855,  his  first  work  done  in  this  country  was  on  the 
Harlem  Railroad  and  the  Croton  Water- woi'ks. 

On  the  'i/th  of  November,  1863,  Capt.  Burke  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Lebanon  Springs,  N.  Y.,  with 
Miss  Mary  Ann  O'Connor,  who  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Limerick,  Ireland,  Aug.  17,  1834.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children  :  F]dward,  Mar- 
tin, Richard,  John,  Thomas;  Katie,  wife  of  John 
L.  Crouch,  yardmaster  of  the  C,  B.  &  Q.  at  Gales- 
burg.  III.;  Mary,  wife  of  Frank  Brown,  foreman  of 
the  boiler  works  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Maggie,  wife 
of  William  Moore,  foreman  of  the  brush  and  broom 
works  of  Denver,  Colo. ;  James,  Michael  and  Rosa 
are  deceased.  Soon  after  marriage,  with  his  young 
bride  he  went  to  Milwaukee  and  supei'intended  the 
erection  of  St.  Mary's  Convent,  remaining  in  that 
city  several  years,  becoming  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  old  and  prominent  citizens.     At  the  break- 
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ing  out  of  the  Rebellion,  like  so  many  brave  Irish 
boys,  he  enlisted  in  the  C9th  New  York  Infantry, 
and  was  commissioned  Captain  of  Company  F.  He 
participated  in  many  of  the  hard-fought  battles  of 
the  war,  among  which  were  the  first  and  second  battles 
of  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Winches- 
ter, (where  he  saw  "Little  Phil"  as  he  came  in  on 
his  twenty-mile  ride),  the  bloody'  and  hotly  con- 
tested battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  numerous  other 
battles  and  skirmishes.  No  words  are  strong  enough 
to  express  the  praise  and  admiration  due  to  the 
boys  who  so  gallantly  fought  for  .and  were  willing 
to  offer  up  their  lives  for  their  country;  and  among 
the  bravest,  truest  soldiers  was  our  gallant  Captain. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  Capt.  Burke  returned 
to  his  home  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  in  1871  re- 
moved to  Burlington,  where  he  was  employed  as 
foreman  on  the  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.,  between  that 
city  and  Ottumwa.  He  came  to  this  county  a  poor 
man,  but  by  industry  and  economy  has  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  property.  He  is  a  meraljcr  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  Post,  No.  5,  and  also  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians. 


5)H0MAS  A.  WYKERT,  residing  on  section 
20,  Burlington  Township,  Des  Moines  Co., 
Iowa,  was  born  Nov.  6,  1829,  in  Marshall 
County,  W.  Va.,  and  is  a  son  of  Francis  and  Nancy 
(Yoho)  Wykert,  the  former  of  Pennsj'lvania,  and 
the  latter  of  Virginia.  He  came  with  his  parents  to 
Des  Moines  County  in  1838,  taking  a  boat  at  Wells 
Landing,  going  down  the  river  to  St.  Louis,  and 
then  up  to  Burlington.  Francis  Wykert  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 20,  Burlington  Township,  and  resided  there  for 
two  years.  Selling  the  farm,  the  family  removed 
to  Louisa  County,  where  Mr.  Wykert  remained 
until  his  death,  Dec.  9,  184.5. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  the 
farm,  he  receiving  his  education  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  Ohio  and  Iowa.  After  the  death  of  his 
father,  when  sixteen  3'ears  of  age,  he  made  his  home 
with  his  brother  Henry,  yet  a  resident  of  Louisa 
County,  remaining  there  until  twenty-seven  years 
of  age.     He  made  a  trip  to  Kansas,  where  he  broke 


prairie  land  for  one  summer.  Returning  to  Des 
Moines  County  in  the  fall  of  1857,  he  worked  at 
such  jobs  as  he  could  find.  On  the  29th  of  March, 
18.59,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy 
Foster,  who  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ohio. 
June  29,  1840,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Elkins)  Foster,  natives  of  Ohio,  though  of 
Scotch  descent.  Four  children  have  graced  their 
union — the  first  ciiild  died  in  infancy;  Virginia, 
born  in  Des  Moines  County,  July  26,  1862,  became 
the  wife  of  George  G.  Young,  of  Burlington,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  children.  Jesse  L.  and  Thomas 
G.;  John,  born  March  4,  1872,  died  Nov.  3,  1880; 
Grace,  born  Oct.  13,  1874. 

In  1866  Mr.  Wykert  purch.ased  twentj'-seven 
acres  of  land,  and  still  resides  upon  that  farm,  hav- 
ing added  to  it  until  he  now  has  eight3'-six  and  a 
half  .acres  within  half  a  mile  of  the  city  limits  of 
Burlington.  Whatever  of  worldly  po.ssessions  he  has 
gained  has  been  due  to  his  own  efforts  and  the  as- 
sistance of  his  estimable  wife.  In  the  energy  and 
enterprise  that  carries  forth  good  works  he  is  not 
behind  his  fellow'-men.  Upright  and  honest  in  all 
his  dealings,  he  has  the  respect  of  all.  He  was 
reared  under  the  religious  training  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  Although 
never  seeking  pul)lic  office,  he  has  filled  several 
minor  ones  in  the  township. 

_ ^^.^ ^ 


BSALOM  R.  ROADS,  deceased,  was  born 
in  Hillsdale,  Ohio.  Nov.  10,  1810,  and 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a  liberal  edu- 
cation. He  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  earlj'^  life,  in  his  native  town,  and  subse- 
quentlj'  went  to  Chillicothe,  where  he  prosecuted 
the  same  business.  In  1847  he  wedded  Miss  Louisa 
J.  Miller,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Anna  (Sours) 
Miller,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Fayette 
County,  Pa.  In  1852  Mr.  R(^ads  removed  with  his 
family  to  Burlington,  where  he  embarked  in  the 
real-estate  and  loaning  business,  continuing  in  the 
same  for  many  years.  Politicall}',  he  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Whig  party,  though  uota  politician, 
and  after  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
he    gave    his  influence  and  votes  for  its  interests 
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until  his  death,  whioh  oceurrefl  Nov.  11,  1874.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Cliureh  of  Burling- 
ton, and  gave  liberally  to  its  su|)port.  Mr.  Roads 
was  a  practical  business  man,  honest  and  upright  in 
his  dealings,  accumulating  a  large  property  and 
leaving  his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Roads  vvere  the  parents  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living:  Laura,  wife  of  William 
Pollock,  of  this  city ;  Lillie,  wife  of  W.  ,7.  Brooks, 
Assistant  Cashier  of  tlie  First  National  Bank  of 
Burlington  ;  and  Ella.  The  deceased  are  Anna  and 
Mary,  the  latter  dying  as  the  wife  of  E.  E.  Fayer- 
wcather.  Airs.  Roads  is  living  in  Burlington,  is  a 
memlier  of  the  p]piscoi)al  Church,  and  a  lady  highly 
esteemed  by  all. 

|]_,  ON.  JOSHUA  TRACY,  deceased,  for  many 
3'ears  a  prominent  and  honored  citizen  of 
Burlington,  Iowa,  an  eminent  lawyer  and 
leading  l)usiness  man,  was  born  in  Belmont 
County',  Ohio,  July  12.  182.5,  and  was  the  son  of 
Joshua  and  Sarah  (Moore)  Tracy.  His  father  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Belmont  County,  where  our  subject  was 
reared,  receiving  his  primary  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  entered 
Beverly  College.  Washington  County,  Ohio,  pursu- 
ing his  studies  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  in  1846 
emigrated  to  Iowa.  On  coming  to  this  State,  Mr. 
Tracy  became  a  student  at  the  celebrated  institute 
of  Prof.  Samuel  L.  Howe,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  in 
1850  went  to  Burlington  where  he  studied  law  with 
Hon.  M.  D.  Browning,  a  prominent  attorney  of  that 
city.  Being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852,  a  part- 
nership was  at  OTice  formed  with  Mr.  Browning, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Browning  &  Tracj'.  He 
was  elected  City  Attorney  in  1853,  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  two  years,  and  the  following  3-ear  was 
chosen  Representative  to  the  Iowa  Legislature, 
serving  during  the  sessions  of  1854-55  and  in  the 
called  session  of  1856.  He  was  further  honored  by 
his  fellow-citizens  in  the  fall  of  1858,  by  being 
elected  District  Attorney  for  the  1st  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  Iowa;  w.as  twice  re-elected  to  the  same  of- 
fice and  served   until  the  fall  of  1869,  when  he  was 
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appointed  District  Judge,  to  fill  a  vacanc}'  caused 
1>V  the  resignation  of  Judge  Francis  Springer.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed he  was  elected  to  the  same  office  for  a 
terra  of  four  years,  but.  owing  to  the  meager  salarj' 
of  the  office  at  that  time,  he  resigned  in  the  spring 
of  1874,  engaging  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Judge  Tracy's  connection  with  Mr.  Browning  was 
continued  until  1863,  the  partnership  being  then 
dissolved  and  a  new  one  formed  with  T.  W.  New- 
man, since  District  Judge.  The  latter  connection 
was  continued  until  the  fall  of  1869,  the  date  of 
Judge  Tracy's  appointment  to  the  bench.  On  re- 
suming the  practice  of  his  profession  in  1874,  he 
admitted  his  step-son,  Samuel  K.,  to  a  partnership 
in  his  law  practice,  which  connection  continued  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  lu  1870  the  Judge  was 
elected  President  of  the  Burlington  <fe  Southwestern 
Railroad,  holding  that  position  until  1872;  for  sev- 
eral years  he  was  General  Solicitor  for  the  Burling- 
ton, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  and  in 
1880  was  elected  President  of  that  company.  He 
proved  himself  a  competent  railway  manager,  and 
under  liis  able  administration  of  its  affairs  the  lines 
were  extended  and  business  developed,  until  it  be- 
came one  of  the  most  prosperous  railroad  corpora- 
tions in  the  State. 

Judge  Trac}'  was  united  in  marri.age  in  October, 
1847,  to  Mrs.  Antoinette  Kinue}',  widow  of  Samuel 
Kinney,  and  daughter  of  Col.  H.  A.  and  Miranda 
Stone,  formerly  of  Albanj',  N.  Y.,  who  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Iowa.  Six  children  survive: 
Samuel  K.,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  a  lawyer  by  pro- 
fession and  the  present  General  Solicitor  for  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Raih'oad 
Company;  Ellen,  wife  of  H.  C.  Garrett,  Cashier  of 
the  Merchants'  National  Bank  at  Burlington  ;  Lucie, 
wife  of  W.  P.  Brady,  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad, 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Sada,  wife  of  Dudley  A. 
Tj^ng,  of  Peoria,  111.;  George  S.,  a  practicing  at- 
torney and  a  member- of  the  firm  of  Tracy  &  Mer- 
cer of  Burlington ;  Frank  is  in  the  insurance  office 
of  E.  S.  Phelps. 

Judge  Tracj'  was  associated  with  various  impor- 
tant business  enterprises,  that,  could  he  have  lived 
but  a  few  years  longer,  would  have  resulted  greatly 
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to  his  advantage,  financially  and  otherwise.  He 
was  growing  rapidly  in  prominence,  influence  and 
wealth,  when  suddenly  stricken  bj'  a  fatal  illness. 
His  death  occurred  on  Sunday  evening.  May  18, 
1884,  after  so  brief  an  illness  that  outside  of  his 
immediate  family  it  was  hardly  known  that  he  had 
been  sick.  The  sudden  death  of  .Judge  Tracy 
touched  a  chf)rd  of  sympathy  in  the  hearts  of  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  had 
known  him  many  j'ears  and  had  learned  to  admire 
and  appreciate  his  many  admirable  qualities,  rare 
ability  and  excellencies  of  character.  He  was  rec- 
ognized as  a  leader  among  the  eminent  men  of  Iowa, 
distinguished  on  the  bench  for  his  quick  perception 
of  the  merits  of  the  case  in  question,  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  law  and  the  fairness  and  impartiality 
of  his  rulings.  Ilis  perceptive  faculties  were  won- 
derfully acute,  his  memory  retentive,  and  he  learned 
more  by  observation  and  experience  than  others 
did  by  close  application  to  the  study  of  authorities. 
Possessing  mental  powers  of  a  high  order,  and  the 
rare  faculty  of  grasping  intelligently  the  most  in- 
tricate subjects.  Judge  Tracy  was  especially  quali- 
fied for  the  high  position  he  attained  as  a  lawyer. 
His  energy  and  indomitaljle  will,  united  with  great 
executive  ability,  gave  him  prominence  as  a  railway 
manager  and  man  of  business.  The  following  is 
only  one  of  numerous  testimonials  which  were 
spread  upon  the  records  of  meetings  held  in  honor 
of  Judge  Tracy  after  his  death,  all  speaking  in  the 
highest  terms  of  respect  and  veneration  for  the 
deceased. 

"  Resolutions  of  respect  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  North- 
ern Railroad  Company,  at  a  special  meeting  held  at 
the  Grand  Pacific  Hotel,  Chicago,  June   14,  1884: 

"This  Board,  at  its  first  meeting  after  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Joshua  Tracy,  late  one  of  its  members 
and  President  of  this  company,  places  upon  the 
record  a  brief  statement  of  its  estimate  of  his  char- 
acter. 

'■As  a  citizen  he  was  patriotic;  as  a  jurist  learned, 
able  and  honorable;  as  an  officer  of  corporations, 
private  and  public,  he  deserved  and  received  the 
confidence  of  those  he  represented;  as  a  friend 
faithful;  and  as  a  husband  and  father  kind,  affect- 
ionate, devoted  and  true.     He  served  his  .adopted 
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State  as  a  legislator,  law  officer  and  jurist,  in  a  man- 
ner which  reflected  honor  upon  it  and  upon  him. 
For  many  years  he  performed  the  duties  of  General 
Solicitor  of  this  company  so  well,  that  this  Board 
added  to  them  those  of  President  of  the  company. 
As  the  chief  law  and  executive  officer  of  this  cor- 
poration, many  important  trusts  were  placed  in  his 
keeping,  and  the  duties  they  imposed  were  always 
discharged  to  the  entire  approval  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, whose  interests  he  was  ever  vigilant  to  protect. 
We  will  ever  cherish  the  memory  of  his  virtues  as 
a  citizen,  a  jurist,  an  officer  and  a  man." 

These  resolutions  express  the  feeling  with  which 
Judge  Tracy  was  regarded  by  all  who  knew  him, 
and  in  his  death  the  |)eople  of  Burlington  univer- 
sally acknowledged  that  thej'  had  lost  one  of  their 
foremost  citizens. 

A  portrait  of  Judge  Tracy  may  be  seen  upon 
another  page. 

^-i^^  RANKLIN  T.  PARSONS,  one  of  the  pio- 

P[)  neer  settlers  of  1852,  was  born  in  York 
County,  Me.,  June  27,  1832,  and  is  the  son 
of  Samuel  L.  and  Mary  (Manning)  Parsons.  His 
parents  were  descended  from  old  New  England 
stock.  Franklin  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
trade  of  stoveplate-molder,  and  in  1852  went  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  spent  the  summer  work- 
ing at  his  trade.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  emi- 
grated to  low.a,  and  settled  in  Burlington  in  October. 
He  at  once  secured  a  position  as  book-keeper  in 
the  private  banking  house  of  F.  J.  C.  Peasley  & 
Co.,  was  promoted  to  Cashier,  and  continued  with 
them  and  their  successors,  W.  F.  Coolbaugh  &  Co., 
and  in  the  Burlington  Branch  of  State  Bank,  until 
that  bank  was  organized  as  a  National  Bank,  of 
which  he  was  made  Cashier,  and  in  which  position 
he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1866,  then  resign- 
ing to  engage  in  the  lumber  business  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  George  Millard  &  Co.  He  succeeded 
to  the  business  in  1871,  which  he  re-organized 
under  the  firm  name  of  F.  T.  Parsons  &  Co.,  with 
George  Lindner  and  N.  R.  Derby  as  partners.  He 
continued  that  business  until  the  fall  of  1878,  when 
he  closed  it  out  and  engaged  in  his  present  business 
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with  T.  W.  Barhj'dt  &  Co.,  wholesale  boots  and 
shoes,  the  partnership  dating  from  Nov.  30  of  that 
year.  His  present  residence  is  West  avenue,  near 
the  city  limits,  on  his  Jersey  stock-farm. 

Mr.  Parsons  is  a  Republican  in  polities,  and  has 
served  three  years  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
of  Burlington,  one  year  with  Mayor  Dodge  and 
two  years  with  Mayor  Adams,  having  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  same.  He  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  Burlington  University  for  many  years, 
as  Treasurer  and  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Parsons  was  united  in  marriage  at  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  Nov.  o,  1855,  with  Miss  Emma  T.  Fales, 
daughter  of  Charles  Fales,  Esq.,  of  Troy,  N.  Y., 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  Parsons  is  a  native  of  that 
city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons  have  been  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters:  Edward  L.  is  with  Sam- 
uel Wadleigh,  a  coal  merchant  of  Burlington ; 
Emma  F.,  residing  at  home;  Herbert  A.  died  when 
ten  years  of  age;  Arthur  N.  is  agent  of  the  Amer- 
ican Express  Co.,  at  Chariton,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
married,  Oct.  6,  1886,  to  Miss  Helen  Temple,  of 
that  place;  Frank  M.,  residing  at  home;  Lewis, 
who  died  when  twenty  months  old ;  Carrie,  Ada 
Ma3'  and  Prentice  W.,  the  younger  members,  are 
j-et  inmates  of  the  paternal  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parsons  are  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Burlington,  with  which  they  have  been  associated 
for  twentj'-five  years,  he  being  Clerk  of  that  society 
for  about  fourteen  years,  and  is  also  Treasurer  of 
the  same.  Like  many  otiiers  Mr.  Parsons  has  met 
with  reverses  in  business,  but  he  has  maintained  his 
reputation  as  an  upright,  honorable  man,  one  whose 
integrity  is  unquestioned,  and  who  commands  the 
universal  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


f(_^  ENDERSON  P.  MORGAN,  one  of  the 
prominent  pioneers  and  representative  citi- 
zens of  Burlington,  Iowa,  comes  of  good  old 
Revolutionary  stock.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Morgan,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and 
served  during  the  Revolutionar}'  War,  his  patriot- 
ism and   valor  sustaining  him   through  those  eight 


years  of  bloodshed.  He  was  of  Welsh  descent, 
while  his  maternal  grandfather  was  of  Scotch  origin. 
Henderson  Morgan  is  a  native  of  Miami  County, 
Ohio,  born  Nov.  10,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  George 
and  Eliza  (McKee)  Morgan,  the  former  a  native  of 
Licking  County,  Ky.,  the  latter  of  Virginia.  George 
Morgan,  with  his  parents,  John  and  Priscilla  Morgan, 
went  to  Miami  County,  Ohio,  about  the  year  1825, 
and  from  the  raw  land  developed  a  farm.  Residing 
there  until  1839,  he  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Burlington,  and  again  improving  a  farm,  which  was 
situated  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  North  Hill 
Addition.  After  much  care  and  cultivation  had 
been  bestowed  upon  this  farm,  it  was  found  that 
there  was  a  prior  claim  and  the  land  had  to  be  given 
up.  Mr.  Morgan  then  resided  in  Burlington,  or  in 
that  vicinity,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb. 
8,  1861,  at  the  age  of  fiftj'-one  years,  his  wife  pre- 
ceding him  many  years  to  the  unknown  world,  dying 
in  1842,  when  only  thirty -two  years  of  age.  Relig- 
iously, he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  wliile  his  wife  belonged  to  tiie  Presbyterian 
Church.  A  Whig  in  polities  in  early  life,  he  at 
the  organization  of  the  part3'  became  a  Republican. 
A  conservative  man  of  strong  convictions  and 
of  resolute  will,  he  was  everywhere  respected.  A 
family  of  six  sons  graced  their  union,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  manhood — AVilliam  was  a  soldier  in  the  1st 
Iowa  Cavalry,  served  through  the  war,  and  is  now 
a  resident  farmer  of  Tulare  County,  Cal. ;  Thomas 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Tulare  County.  Cal. ;  our 
subject  is  third  in  order  of  birth;  George  died  in 
Burlington  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  thirty -two  3'ears: 
Richard,  a  farmer  residing  in  Tulare  Count}',  Cal., 
was  one  of  the  brave  boys  in  blue,  a  member  of 
Company-  C,  1st  Iowa  Cavalry;  Marshall  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Burlington. 

Reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  State  until  the  age 
of  eight  j'ears,  Henderson  Morgan  then  came  with 
his  parents  to  Des  Moines  Countj'  in  its  early 
pioneer  days.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  apprenticed 
himself  to  the  plasterer's  trade  with  Daniel  Haskell, 
serving  a  term  of  two  j'ears,  and  the  business  then 
learned  h.as  been  followed  to  this  daj-,  the  plastering 
of  some  of  the  oldest  buildings  in  the  city  having 
been  contracted  by  him.  In  1851.  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Rife,  a  native  of  Lan- 
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caster  County,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Frances  (Weaver)  Rife,  both  of  whom  were  also 
natives  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  of  German 
parentage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  been  the 
parents  of  eiglit  children — Frances  E.,  the  eldest 
child,  was  taken  from  them  when  hut  two  years  of 
age;  Edward  is  clerk  in  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rap- 
ids &  Northern  freight  depot;  Anna,  wife  of  Charles 
Henshaw.  a  carpenter  and  liuilder  of  Topeka,  Kan.; 
Kvans.  a  carriage  trimmer  by  trade,  residing  in 
Mercer.  Cal.;  Lydia,  wife  of  R.  F.  Patterson,  the 
Methodist  Church  Minister  of  Keota,  Iowa;  Allen 
is  a  printer  of  Chicago;  Luticia  and  Harvey  are 
still  residing  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  are  devoted  memliers  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  having  became 
members  of  that  body  in  1H51.  He  has  l)een  a  Class- 
Leader  for  over  twenty  years,  and  his  time  and 
money  is  cheerfull}'  given  to  aid  in  his  Master's 
cause.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  aids  largely'  in  the  work  of  prohibition. 
AV'^ithoiit  financial  aid  and  commencing  life  a  poor 
boy,  b_y  habits  of  industry  and  economy  he  has 
gained  a  competence  and  reared  and  educated  a 
family  of  children  who  do  honor  to  the  name  of 
Morgan.  In  1839.  what  is  now  flourishing  farms 
was  unbroken  raw  land,  the  populous  and  prosper- 
ous city  of  Burlington  was  but  a  vill.age,  and  the 
work  of  transformation  and  civilization  was  per- 
formed by  Henderson  Morgan  and  other  pioneers, 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  record  their  sketches. 


APT.  THOMAS  FRENCH,   a   very   promi- 
11  nent   citizen  of  Burlington,   Iowa,  now  de- 

^^^'  ceased,  was  born  at  Old  Brighton,  in  Beaver 
County,  Pa.,  Oct.  4,  1815  of  Quaker  parentage,  and 
when  he  was  a  year  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Beaver,  the  county  seat.  His  early  education  was 
received  in  the  public  schools  of  the  latter  citj',  and 
there  he  remained  until  nearly  sixteen  j'ears  of  age. 
when  he  went  to  Pittsburgh  to  learn  mechanical  en- 
gineering. After  becoming  proficient  in  that 
branch  he  engaged  as  engineer  on  one  of  the-  Ohio 
River  steamers,  running  from   Pittsburgh  to  Louis- 


ville, Ky.,  and  continued  in  that  employment  on 
the  Ohio  and  other  rivers  of  the  Southwest  until 
1841,  when  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa.  Travel- 
ing liy  wagon  across  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois  to  St.  Louis,  Capt.  French  there  took  a 
stage  for  this  city.  In  the  spring  of  1842,  he  oper- 
ated the  Burlington  ferr^'  for  Messrs.  Gales  & 
Seaton,  of  Washington  D.  C,  proprietors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  continuing  in  that  employ  for 
twelve  years,  and  also  .ictiug  as  general  agent  for 
those  gentlemen,  attending  to  all  their  extensive 
business  in  this  locality.  During  the  year  1854.  in 
company  with  Gen.  Fitz  Henry  Warren  and  others, 
Mr.  French  went  to  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he 
negotiated  for  and  purchased  about  700  acres  of 
land,  including  the  ferry  property  on  the  Illinois 
side  of  the  river.  He  then  superintended  the  con- 
struction of  four  steamboats,  three  of  which'  were 
to  be  used  for  the  ferry  and  one  for  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  and  which  were 
built  at  different  points,  viz:  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis 
and  Brownsville,  Pa.  In  the  fall  of  1856.  Capt. 
French  sold  his  interest  in  the  ferry  to  Gen.  Warren, 
and  was  not  again  interested  in  this  business  until 
1803. 

During  the  year  1859,  the  Captain  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  seven  years.  For  five  years,  or  during  the 
entire  war,  he  was  Mayor  of  Burlington,  and  while 
holding  that  office  did  effective  service  for  the 
Government.  He  took  an  energetic  and  prominent 
part  in  enlisting  companies  for  service  during  the 
Rebellion,  particularly  in  enlisting  and  organizing 
the  First  Iowa  Battery,  in  which  lie  met  with  the 
most  violent  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  war,  but  with  the  able  assistance  of 
Gen.  Warren,  then  in  Washington,  D.  C,  together 
with  Dallman  Gilbert  and  John  Lahee  of  Burling- 
ton, he  succeeded,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  got  the  Government  of  the  State  to  accept 
the  battery  on  the  23d  day  of  July,  1861,  two 
days  after  the  disasterous  battle  of  Bull  Run.  In 
1861  and  1862,  Capt.  French  was  re-elected  Mayor, 
and  again  in  1864  and  1865.  He  also  acted  as 
Postmaster  for  some  months.  He  was  a  thorough 
business  man  and  an  efficient  city  officer,  and  his 
terms  of  office  were  marked  by  a  wise,  orderly  and 
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economical  administration,  not  a  mob  or  single  loss 
of  life  from  violence  marring  the  whole  period. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  citizens  of  Bur- 
lington organized  a  society  for  the  relief  of  the 
soldiers'  families  and  widows,  which  organization 
was  continued  during  the  entire  war.  It  was  man- 
aged by  a  committee  of  three:  G.  C.  Lauman, 
Mosly  Ewing  and  Mr.  French,  who  was  President. 
This  was  an  active  institution,  accomplishing  much 
good.  At  the  close  of  the  war  there  was  $95  in  the 
treasury,  wliich  they  appropriated  toward  a  supper 
to  the  25th  Iowa  Regiment  on  its  return  home 
from  the  field.  The  reception  was  given  with 
much  enthusiasm  at  Market  Hall,  and  was  a  most 
enjoyable  affair. 

Besides  carrying  on  the  ferry,  Capt.  French  was 
engaged  in  other  business  relations.  He  dealt  in 
real  estate,  buying  and  selling  citj'  and  other  valu- 
able property,  and  at  one  time  he  owned  a  farm  of 
about  100  acres  adjoining  the  city  limits.  In  1867, 
he  again  purchased  an  interest  in  the  ferry,  which 
he  continued  to  operate  till  1874,  and  then  sold. 
Two  years  previous,  he  purchased  about  three  acres 
of  land  on  Angular  street,  near  Warren,  upon  which 
is  a  large  and  elegant  residence,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  places  in  the  city,  with  a  One  lawn, 
beautiful  shade-trees  and  other  attractions.  In  his 
political  views,  throughout  his  life,  Capt.  French 
was  a  stan<th  Republican,  believing  in  humanity, 
justice  and  liberty  for  all  classes,  races  and  colors. 
He  cared  little  whether  his  views  were  popular  or 
not  if  he  considered  himself  to  be  in  the  right,  and 
in  the  days  of  slavery  was  not  afraid  to  be  called  a 
black  abolitionist,  and  he  declared  that  the  act  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  signing  the  Emancipation  Proc- 
lamation was  the  greatest  and  most  just  act  of  any 
man  on  this  planet. 

On  the  id  of  December,  1849,  Capt.  French  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Delia  E.  Griffe3',  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Spitzer)  Griffey, 
who  were  early  settlers  of  Burlington,  having  settled 
here  in  1837.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve 
cliildren  :  Leannah,  Henry  Lee,  Leavara,  AVilliam 
Lee,  Marj'  Jane,  Serena,  Delia  E.,  Ellen,  Laura, 
Martha,  Charles  and  Caroline.  Mr.  French's  father, 
Joseph,  was  born  Nov.  3,  1771,  in  Ml.  Holly, 
N.    J.,    and   died   April   2,    1847,  and  his  mother. 


Martha  Newton,  was  born  April  10,  1786,  and 
died  June  17,  1858.  They  also  reared  a  large 
family  of  children:  Newton,  James,  Charles, 
Joseph,  Tiiomas,  Samuel,  Maria,  Leanderand  Caro- 
line. 

Six  children  have  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  French :  Clarence  who  died  at  the  early  age  of 
two  and  a  half  years;  Cleon,  born  in  Burlington, 
27th  of  April,  1852.  wedded  Maggie  M.  Mason  of 
Chicago,  resides  in  Maysville,  Colo.,  and  they  have 
two  children,  a  son  and  daughter;  Kate,  born 
March  25,  1855,  in  Burlington,  became  the  wife  of 
O.  T.  Hillhouse,  a  resident  of  Creighton.  and  one 
son  was  born  to  them,  Oscar,  now  deceased;  Ida, 
born  Oct.  14,  1860;  Lee  N.,  born  June  26,  1864; 
and  Laura  L.,  born  July  14,  1868,  are  all  natives  of 
this  city,  where  they  yet  reside.  Capt.  Thomas 
French  departed  this  life  Nov.  2,  1886.  He  was 
a  man  who  loved  his  home  and  its  relations 
intensel}-,  and  was  a  true  and  loyal  friend.  His  in- 
tegrity of  character  and  firmness  of  purpose  were 
unsurpassed,  and  he  justly  ranks  high  as  a  citizen 
and  pioneer.  His  generous  nature  endeared  him  to 
the  community  in  which  for  so  long  he  was  a  prom- 
inent personage. 


-♦••e- 


(i^^HEODORE  GUELICH,  attorney  at  law  and 
notary  public,  connected  with  Guelich  & 
Blanke,  Insurance  Agents,  422  North  Main 
street,  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Schleswig- 
Holstein,  Germany,  Jan.  29,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of 
G.  T.  J.  and  Julia  Guelich.  His  primary  educa- 
tion was  received  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
country,  and  he  then  went  to  sea  for  a  couple  of 
years,  after  which  he  entered  the  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute at  Carlsruhe,  Baden,  as  a  student.  His  course 
in  that  institution  was  interrupted  by  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolution  of  1848.  Imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  libert\%  and  by  nature  impulsive  and  ener- 
getic, he  at  once  cast  his  lot  with  the  Revolution- 
ists, and  from  March,  184S,  until  March,  1851,  did 
active  service  in  the  cause  of  freedom.  He  partici- 
pated in  numerous  hard-fought  battles,  and  was 
several  times  severely  wounded.     At  the   close   of 
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tlie  war  Mr.  Guelich.  like  many  others  of  his  party, 
found  the  German  climate  uncomfortably  warm, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1851,  emigrated  to  America. 
He  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  4th  of  July,  amidst 
the  excitement  and  brilliant  display  of  an  old- 
fashioned  celebration  of  the  "glorious  Fourth."  He 
came  at  once  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Davenport,  where 
he  established  a  German  paper,  called  Der  Detno- 
krat,  which  he  edited  and  published  until  1856. 
The  paper  is  still  published,  and  is  the  oldest  Ger- 
man paper  in  the  State.  Mr.  Guelich  was  an 
earnest  advocate  of  human  liberty,  and  during  his 
editorial  career  did  good  service  in  the  anti-slavery 
cause.  While  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business, 
he  became  a  law  student  under  the  tutorship  of  his 
partner,  J.  AV.  Stewart,  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  Iowa  courts  in  the  fall  of  1856.  The 
Guelichs  seem  to  have  taken  natural!}'  to  that  pro- 
fession, Mr.  Guelich's  father  and  grandfather  hav- 
ing been  eminent  members  of  the  bar  in  Germany. 
Our  subject  pursued  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Davenport  until  1861,  when  the  breaking 
out  of  our  Civil  War  aroused  his  martial  spirit,  and 
once  more  he  took  up  arms  in  the  cause  of  freedom. 
Neither  did  it  take  long  to  rouse  him,  as  we  find  his 
enlistment  in  Company  G,  1st  Iowa  Infantr}-,  dates 
April  15,  1861,  the  day  on  which  President  Lincoln 
issued  his  call  for  the  first  levy  of  tioops  (three- 
months'  service).  Mr.  Guelich  was  promoted  to 
Quartermaster  of  the  regiment,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  August  16  of  thatj'ear.  He 
participated  in  the  hard-fought  battle  of  AVilson's 
Creek.  He  removed  to  Burlington  that  fall,  start- 
ing the  Jotva  Tribune,  a  (iernian  paper,  with  which 
he  maintained  connection  until  1881,  when  he  sold 
it,  and  retired  from  journalism.  The  paper  was  con- 
tinued under  other  management  until  the  spring  of 
1 888,  when  the  "  Iowa  Tribune  Publishing  Com- 
pany" was  formed,  and  Mr.  Guelich  again  became 
connected  with  the  paper,  being  now  President  of 
the  Company,  and  its  Managing  Director.  The 
jiaper  is  one  of  the  leading  German  journals  of  the 
State.  During  the  time  Mr.  Guelich  was  employed 
in  journalism,  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  Ills  profession.  In  the  summer  of  1864  he  was 
commissioned  Lieutenant  of  Company  D,  48th 
Iowa  Infantrj^  in  the    one-hundred  days  service. 


and  was  mustered  out  in  the  following  October. 
On  his  return  to  Burlington  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business, 
which  he  has  carried  on  continuously  since.  He 
also  acts  as  European  passage  agent,  makes  collec- 
tions, and  buys  and  sells  exchange. 

Mr.  Guelich  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Daven- 
port, July  2,  1855,  to  Miss  Dora  Koch,  d.aughter  of 
J.  P.  Koch,  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Guelich  was,  like  her 
husband,  born  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany,  and 
emigrated  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1852. 
Five  children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  two  sons 
and  three  daughters:  Ernest,  born  April  4,  1856, 
died  aged  fourteen  months;  Anna,  born  Oct.  14, 
1857,  is  the  wife  of  Julius  Clements,  of  New  York 
City;  Paul,  born  Jan.  9,  1859,  is  Auditor  of  Des 
Moines  County;  Agnes,  born  May  15,  1861,  died 
Dec.  28,  1880;  the  youngest  child,  a  daughter,  w-as 
born  Aug.  23,  1864,  and  died  when  a  few  months 
months  old.  Mr.  Guelich  was  married  to  his  pres- 
ent wife  Dec.  12,  1883,  in  the  cit}'  of  Burlington. 
She  was  formerly  Mrs.  Minnie  Weber,  widow  of 
John  Weber,  and  daughter  of  Mr.  Genzsch.  She 
was  born  at  St.  Goar  on  the  Rhine,  Germany,  and 
emigrated  to  America  with  her  parents  in  the  3-ear 
1853.  Her  people  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Des  Moines  County.  She  had  two  children  by  her 
former  marriage,  a  son  and  daughter — Ernest,  born 
Feb.  6,  1867,  and  Ida,  born  in  1868. 

Mr.  Guelich  has  always  taken  a  warm  interest  in 
educational  m.itters,  and  for  nine  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  of  Burlington.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  Davenport,  while  residing  there. 
For  many  j'ears  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Turn- 
ers' Societ}'  of  Burlington.  Politically,  he  is  In- 
dependent— priiicijile  first,  party  after.  He  voted 
first  for  President  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  subse- 
quently for  each  successive  Repnl)lican  candidate 
for  that  office  until  1884,  when,  believing  the  pro- 
hibitory principles  of  the  part}'  inconsistent  with 
American  liberty,  he  voted  for  Grover  Cleveland. 
Mr.  Guelich  is  actively  associated  with  various  local 
business  enterprises.  He  is  President  of  the  Bur- 
lington Steam  Supply  Company,  of  which  ho  is  one 
of  the  incorporators,  and  is  also  President  of  the 
Iowa  Rolling  Mill  Company.     He  is  a  man  of  inde- 
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fatigable  energy  aiirl  force  of  character,  and  what- 
ever he  applies  himself  to  is  pushed  witli  a  will. 
Upright  and  jUst  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow- 
men,  he  is  deservedly  lield  in  high  esteem  by  a  wide 
circle  of  acquaintances. 

ENRY  D.  CAMERON,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section   9,  Union   Town- 

!lW^  ship,  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
l^i     the  cit3'  of  Burlington,  on  the  26th  of  April, 

1837,  of  Scotch  ancestry',  and  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Salena  (Mann)  Cameron,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Kentucky.  They  removed  to  Rockville, 
Parke  Count}',  Ind.,  in  an  earlj'  day,  and  there  their 
marriage  was  celebrated.  In  1835  they  became 
residents  of  Burlington,  and  three  years  later  Mr. 
Cameron  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Des  Moines  County 
for  three  consecutive  terms.  In  those  da^'S,  the 
sheriff  was  also  collector  and  treasurer  of  the  county, 
and  through  his  hands  all  the  tax  money  had  to 
pass.  He  was  elected  by  the  Whig  party,  before 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party.  On  be- 
coming a  resident  of  Des  Moines  Count}-,  James 
Cameron  purchased  about  360  acres  of  land  in 
Union  Township,  adding  to  this  purchase  from 
time  to  time,  until  at  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of 
522  acres,  besides  some  city  property.  He  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  Nov.  10,  1845,  his  wife,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Bur- 
lington, surviving  him  until  Aug.  24,  1880.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cameron  were  the  parents  of  ten  children : 
Mary  E.,  widow  of  John  S.  David,  is  a  resident  of 
Burlington;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Lefller, 
whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work; 
James  B.  went  to  California  in  1851,  enlisted  in  the 
1st  California  Infantry,  and  died  while  in  service  in 
New  Mexico;  Arthur  W.  crossed  the  plains  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1852,  was  taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever, 
and  died  in  the  fall  of  that  year;  Martha,  deceased 
wife  of  Col.  David  Remick,  who  resides  near  Los 
Angeles,  Cal. ;  Henr}-  D. ;  Robert,  a  resident  of  Bur- 
lington; Josiah  M.  was  a  member  of  the  1st  Iowa 
Cavahy,  was  killed  by  guerrillas,  May  22,  1862,  in 
Missouri,  while  fighting  for  his  country;  Joseph 
■went  to  California  in  1863,  and   died  in  that  State 


the  same  year;  Edward  W.  is  a  farmer  in  Union 
Township,  Des  Moines  County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  also  those  in  Burlington,  and 
his  early  life  was  spent  upon  the  farm.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm, 
and  has  for  some  time  turned  his  attention  to 
raising  stock.  He  is  a  practical  farmer,  and  everj'- 
thing  about  his  place  denotes  thrift  and  energy. 
Mr.  Cameron  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trus- 
tee and  was  for  several  years  Township  Clerk.  He 
has  alwa3-s  been  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
county,  and  has  ever  been  identified  with  its  public 
interests.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Union 
Township,  and  the  improvements  are  all  of  the  most 
modern  character.  Mr.  (Jamcron  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  body  he  has  held  the  offices  of  Elder  and 
Deacon.  In  his  political  views,  he  is  a  stalwart 
Republican.  He  is  one  of  the  Des  Moines  County 
respected  citizens. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  1867,  Henry  D.  Cam- 
eron and  Miss  Erama  L.  Sunderland,  a  native  of 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  were  united  in  marriage.  She 
was  born  April  12,  1848,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Nancj-  (Sigerson)  Sunderland,  whose  sketch 
will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


Cll  )>;ILLIAM  CAMPBELL,  a  resident  of  Bur- 
\xJ//  lington.  Iowa,  was  born  in  Coleraine  County 
Wi  Down,  Ireland,  April  9,  1825,  of  Scotch 
parentage.  AVhen  but  a  small  child,  his  parents 
removed  to  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  when  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  went  to  Yorkshire,  England,  appren- 
ticed to  a  gardener,  and  remained  nine  3'ears.  After 
which  he  moved  to  Sheffield,  and  worked  three  years 
for  George  Westenholm,  the  great  cutlery  manufac- 
turer. 

Mr.  Campbell  became  acquainted  with  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Littlewood,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Ann  Littlewood,  who  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Ann,  who  married  William 
Robinson,  a  resident  of  Derbyshire,  England  ;  Mary, 
the  honored  wife  of  our  subject:  Emily,  wife  of 
George  Simmons,  of  Nottingham,  England;  Ruth, 
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wife  of  a.  Mr.  Drabble,  of  Yorkshire;  J.ane,  who 
flierl  in  England;  Paul  Sannicl.  also  a  resident  of 
Yorkshire;  Joseph  and  George,  both  of  England. 
Joseph  Littlewood  died  in  Derbysliire.  England  in 
1866;  his  wife  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  ninety. 
They  were  reared  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  later 
becanie  members  of  that  body. 

After  leaving  Sheffield,  Mr.  Campbell  went  into  a 
nursery  at  London,  where  he  remained  three  months, 
and  then  removed  to  Norfolk,  and  remained  there 
until  1854,  when  he  left  England,  crossed  the  At- 
lantic and  landed  in  the  United  States,  first  locating 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  Not  being  favorably  disposed 
toward  the  modes  and  customs  of  the  people  and 
Church,  he  went  to  Ogden  City,  and  in  1857  left 
Utah,  removing  to  Platte  County,  Mo.,  becoming 
a  resident  of  Burlington  in  1866,  since  which  time 
he  has  made  it  his  home.  Politically,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, but  in  elections  of  the  city  or  county 
votes  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  will  best  fill  the 
position.  Mr.  Campbell  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
honest,  upright  people,  and  are  highly  respected  for 
their  good  qualities. 


|-^1«-|-- 


AJ.  JAMES  A.  GUEST  is  a  wholesale 
dealer  in  pianos  and  organs,  the  house  being 
one  of  the  oldest  in  the  State,  having  been 
established  for  thirty-two  years  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa.  Mr.  Guest  is  a  northwestern  represen- 
tative of  Chickeriug  &  Sons,  Ernst  Gabler  &  Bro., 
Kranich,  Bach,  Hallett  &  Cumston  and  J.  M.  Starr 
&  Co.  pianos,  and  Packard  organs.  This  extensive 
establishment  is  situated  at  No.  106  North  Main 
street  and  occupies  the  three  stories  and  basement 
of  the  brick  structure.  The  width  of  the  building 
is  thirty'  and  tiie  depth  120  feet,  giving  an  area  of 
14,400  square  feet  of  sales  and  storage  room.  Its 
wholesale  trade  extends  over  Iowa  and  portions  of 
Illinois,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Dakota, 
and  is  the  most  extensive  in  this  line  of  any  west 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  In  addition  to  his  whole- 
sale business,  Maj.  Guest  is  somewhat  extensively 
engaged  in  real-estate  transactions,  at  this  and  other 
places. 

Maj.  James  A.  Guest  was  born  at  Lyons,  Wayne 


Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  4.  1845,  and  received  an  academic 
education  in  his  native  town,  taking  a  preparatory 
course  for  Hobart  College,  but  was  deterred  from 
entering  by  his  enlistment  in  tiie  late  war.  On  the 
2yth  of  August,  1862,  he  liecame  a  member  of 
Company  C,  160th  New  York  Infantry,  and  served 
until  November,  1865.  He  was  in  the  llith  Army 
Corps,  and  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Bisland, 
La.,  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads  and  other  battles 
and  skirmishes  in  Gen.  Banks'  Red  River  campaign. 
He  participated  in  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  was 
with  Grant  at  the  siege  of  Richmond  and  fought  in 
the  battle  of  Winchester,  where  he  was  wounded 
Sept.  8,  1864,  by  a  glancing  grape  shot  striking  him 
in  the  shoulder.  His  wound  confined  him  to  tlie 
hospital  for  two  months.  He  was  commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant  of  his  company  bj'  Gov.  Fenton 
in  June,  1865,  and  was  mustered  out  the  following 
November. 

On  receiving  his  discharge,  Lieut.  Guest  at  once 
returned  to  New  York  and  took  a  regular  course  at 
Ames  Commercial  College,  Syracuse,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1866.  He  then  engaged  as  cashier  and 
book-keeper  in  a  wholesale  house  at  Lyons,  N.  Y., 
and  in  the  autumn  of  1856  came  to  Iowa,  being 
employed  in  the  same  capacity  for  two  years  at 
Belle  Plaine,  after  which  he  engaged  in  business  for 
himself,  dealing  in  pianos,  organs  and  sewing-ma- 
chines. He  also  carried  on  the  insurance  business 
and  served  as  agent  for  the  American  Express 
Company  at  that  city.  In  1874  he  left  Belle  Plaine, 
came  to  Burlington,  and  succeeded  to  the  old  estab- 
lished business  of  Lange  &  Van  Meter,  dealers  in 
musical  instruments,  music,  etc.  He  has  since  ma- 
terially increased  and  extended  the  business  until 
he  now  has  the  most  important  house  in  this  line 
in  the  Northwest.  While  a  resident  of  Belle  Plaine 
he  was  officially  identified  with  that  city,  first  as 
Recorder  and  later  as  Acting  Mayor. 

In  September,  1884,  Mr.  Guest  organized  tlie 
"  Burlington  Rifles,"  which  became  Company  H, 
2d  Regiment,  Iowa  National  Guards,  of  which  he 
was  the  first  Captain.  (See  sketch  of  company 
elsewhere.)  In  January,  1887,  he  was  commissioned 
Major  of  the  regiment.  He  takes  a  very  active  in- 
terest in  the  organization.  The  Major  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  having  been 
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made  a  member  of  that  order  at  Belle  Plaine  in 
18C8,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Malta  Lodge,  No. 
318,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Iowa  Cliapter,  No.  1.  R.  A. 
M.,  and  of  St.  Omer  Ccmmandery,  K.  T.  He  is  the 
present  Eminent  Commander  of  the  latter  and  is 
now  serving  his  sixth  year  in  that  capacity.  He 
was  also  the  first  President  of  tlie  Masonic  Building 
Association,  and  still  occupies  that  position. 

Major  Guest  was  married  at  Burlington,  June  fi, 
1876,  to  Miss  Louise  M.  David,  daughter  of  Col. 
John  S.  David,  an  early  settler  of  Iowa.  They 
have  one  child,  a  son,  Lyman  J.,  born  at  Burling- 
ton in  April,  1877.  Major  and  Mrs.  Ouest  are 
members  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church  of  Burlington. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

The  ancestry  of  Maj.  Guest  can  be  traced  back 
over  200  3'ears.  Henry  Guest,  the  first  of  the  name 
to  come  to  America,  came  in  the  ship  "Delaware," 
in  1686,  and  first  made  a  settlement  with  the  Penn 
Colony,  that  he  might  affiliate  with  his  co-religion- 
ists. The  first  house  erected  in  Phila<lelphia  was 
built  by  the  Guest  family.  It  was  called  the  "  Blue 
Anchor."     (See  Proud's  History  of  Philadelphia.) 


--l-»-f^^=€H~i- 


^^  AMUEL  N.  MOVERS.  Among  the  pio- 
^%;^  neer  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
^mDJJ  "-"^  1839  we  are  pleased  to  record  the  name 
of  Mr.  Moyers,  who  was  born  in  Greene 
Count}',  111.,  Jan.  31,  1  827,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Sarah  (Rogers)  Moyers.  The  father,  who  was  of  Ger- 
man descent,  was  born  in  Franklin  Count}',  Pa.,  in 
1797,  and  the  mother,  who  was  of  Scotch  parentage, 
was  a  native  of  Kentuck}".  In  1804  when  only 
nine  years  of  age,  Jacob  Mo^^ers  went  with  his 
brother  and  sister  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  which 
vicinity  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  until  1826.  He 
was  married  in  1818  to  Sarah  Rogers,  who  was  born 
March  16,  1802.  Eight  years  later  the  j'oung 
couple  emigrated  to  Greene  County,  111.,  where  the 
husband  purchased  eight}'  acres  of  raw  land,  which 
he  greatly  improved  during  his  residence  there. 
Again  taking  up  the  march  of  westward  progress, 
in  1839  the  famil}'  came  to  Des  Moines  County, 
locating  in  Burlington  Township,  where  Mr.  Moyers 
purchased  160  acres  of  land,  and  there  lived  until 


his  death,  which  occurred  June  13,  1863.  His 
wife  survived  him  for  four  years,  when  she  too  was 
summoned  to  the  unknown  world,  her  death  occur- 
ring Sept.  16,  1867.  They  were  both  devoted 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  This 
worthy  couple  reared  a  family  of  nine  children: 
Eliza  Ann,  wife  of  J.  Lacons,  of  Carrollton,  111. ; 
Joel  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  3'ears;  John 
W.  was  fifteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death ; 
Samuel,  our  subject;  Andrew  Jackson  died  March 
30,  1862,  at  the  age  of  thirt3'-two  3'ears;  Susan  Jane, 
wife  of  James  Rexroat,  of  Macomb,  111.;  George 
W.,  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa;  B. 
Franklin,  who  is  now  residing  in  Southwestern 
Missouri;  and  J.  Josiah,  living  in  Illinois. 

Coming  to  Des  Moines  County  in  1839,  Mr. 
Mo3'ers  has  witnessed  its  transformation  from  a 
wild,  uninhabited  region  to  one  of  the  finest  counties 
in  the  grand  State  of  Iowa.  He  was  married  Aug. 
6,  1846,  to  Lucinda  H.  Dcen,  a  native  of  Lewis 
Count3',  W.  Va.,  born  June  15,  1824,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Judy  (Cox)  Deen,  the  father  a 
native  of  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  the  mother  of 
Pendleton  Count3',  Va.  Her  parents  came  to  Des 
Moines  Co.  in  November,  1844,  settling  in  Benton 
Township,  where  the  father  died  in  1866,  at  the  age 
of  sixt}'  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  still  resides  in  Benton 
Township  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninet3'-two.  The 
3'oung  couple  began  their  domestic  life  on  a  rented 
farm  in  Benton  Township,  and  two  years  later,  by 
economical  living,  were  enabled  to  purch.nse  fift3'- 
seven  acres  of  land  on  section  13  of  Benton  Town- 
ship. By  untiring  zeal  and  good  management 
more  land  was  added,  until  they  were  the  posses- 
sors of  120  acres,  all  under  cultivation.  Upon  the 
original  flft3'-seven  acres  there  were  no  improve- 
ments except  a  small  cabin,  but  when  the  farm  was 
sold  there  was  110  acres  of  rich  cultivated  land,  a 
handsome  two-story  residence,  which  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $2,500,  and  a  barn  20x30  feet,  costing 
$800,  and  another  barn  36x48  feet,  the  cost  of 
which  was  $1,000.  After  selling  his  property  in 
1884,  Mr.  Mo3'ers  purchased  seven  acres  of  land 
and  eight  lots  in  Mediapolis,  also  becoming  the 
owner  of    a  handsome  two-story  residence  worth 
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$3,000.  All  difficulties  of  early  life  were  over- 
come, all  trials  siirmoiintert  by  the  untiring  Zealand 
industry  of  Mr.  Moyers  and  his  good  wife.  Their 
labor  was  successful,  and  they  now  have  a  comfort- 
able competence,  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  pass 
their  declining  years  in  retirement  from  all  active 
work.  They  are  both  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Moyers  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  though  endorsing  the  princi- 
ples advocated  by  the  Union  Labor  party,  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee. 

This  worthy  couple  have  had  four  children: 
Marietta  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  George  W.  is 
a  farmer  of  Louisa  County,  Iowa;  Sarah,  deceased 
wife  of  James  Larkin  of  Franklin  Township,  Des 
Moines  County;  and  Jacob  N.,  now  residing  in 
Oskaloosa. 


EDWIN  S.  JOHNSTON,  veterinary  surgeon, 
of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  Jan.  12,1863.  His  parents, 
Henr}-^  A.  and  Eliza  J.  (Potts)  Johnston,  emigrated 
to  Louisa  County  in  1857,  where  the  father  is  a 
prosperous  farmer.  Edwin  was  there  reared  upon 
his  father's  farm,  receiving  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, which  was  supplemented  by  a  course  at 
Howe's  Academy  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  In  1884,  he 
entered  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Ames,  tak- 
ing a  three-j'ears  course  and  graduating  in  the  class 
of  '86,  his  diploma  reading  as  follows: 

"  State  Agricultural  College,  Iowa.  Know  all  men, 
that  we,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Agri- 
cultural College  of  Iowa,  do  herebj^  declare  and 
publish  that  Edwin  S.  Johnston  has  completed  the 
prescribed  course  of  study  in  the  Department  of 
Veterinary  Science,  and  we  therefore  confer  upon 
him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Veterinary  Medicine, 
with  all  the  honors  and  distinction  thereto  belong- 
ing. In  witness  thereof,  we  have  caused  the  great 
seal  of  the  college  to  be  impressed  thereon  and  the 
signature  of  the  President  and  Secretary  to  be  af- 
fixed on  the  10th  day  of  November,  1886." 

Soon  after  receiving  his  degree,  Mr.  Johnston 
came  to  Burlington,  where  he  has  met  with  good 
success,  and   his  business  is  constantly   increasing. 


He  has  an  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  horses 
brought  in  from  the  surrounding  countr}\  The 
Doctor  is  a  man  who  thoroughly  understands  his 
profession  and  has  made  many  warm  friends  since 
locating  iu  Burlington. 


>►   ■  Jjg- 


eHARLES  ELLIOTT  PERKINS,  President 
of  the  Chicago.  Burlington  <fe  Quincy  Rail- 
road, and  whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the 
opposite  page,  is  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  born 
Nov.  24,  1840,  and  on  both  the  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal sides,  is  descended  from  ancestors  who  were 
of  old  Puritan  stock,  and  were  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  early  historj'  of  the  New  England  Colo- 
nies. The  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  America 
was  Edmund  Perkins,  who  emigrated  from  England 
in  1650,  and  was  a  member  of  the  .Salem  Colony  of 
Massachusetts,  and  from  him  descended  a  line  of 
ancestors  of  the  Perkins  family,  who  have  ever  been 
distinguished,  not  only  in  the  New  England  States, 
but  in  the  Western  country,  in  which  many  of  them 
subsequently  made  their  homes.  Our  subject  takes 
his  middle  name  from  his  mother's  family,  the  El- 
liotts, who  were  no  less  distinguished  in  the  earlj' 
annals  of  New  England.  Their  first  ancestor  also 
lauded  in  Massachusetts,  but  the  family  afterward 
removed  to  Connecticut. 

Charles  E.  Perkins  was  educated  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  engaged 
as  clerk  in  a  store,  where  he  learned  practical  book- 
keeping and  business  methods.  After  some  years 
service  in  that  line  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in 
August,  1859,  and  accepted  a  clerkship  iuthe  office 
of  Charles  R.  Lowell,  the  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad,  at  the  munificent 
salary  of  S30  a  month.  He  was  soon  made  Pay- 
master under  Mr.  Lowell,  and  filled  that  position 
until  late  in  the  autumn  of  1860,  when  Mr.  Lowell, 
having  accepted  the  position  of  manager  of  the  Mt. 
Savage  Iron  Works  at  Cumberland,  Md.,  left  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  service,  and 
Mr.  Perkins,  who  was  only  twenty  years  of  age,  was 
promoted  to  the  office  of  Assistant  Treasurer. 

Until  January,  1865,  Mr.  Perkins  continued  to 
serve  as  Assistant  Treasurer,  when  Hans  Thielsen 
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(the  Siiperintenrlent  of  the  lofirl  at  that  time)  was 
called  to  Nebraska  to  serve  as  Chief  Elngineer  in 
making  a  survey  of  the  road  to  be  built  from  Platts- 
month  to  Kearney  Junction,  and  Mr.  Perkins  was 
made  Acting  Superintendent,  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
Some  months  later,  it  having  been  determined  to 
extend  tiie  Burlington  <fe  Missouri  River  R.  R.  to  the 
Missouri  River,  and  that  Mr.  Thielscn  was  to  de- 
vote his  attention  to  that  part  of  the  work,  Mr. 
Perkins  was  promoted  to  be  Superintendent  of  the 
road,  which  at  that  time  extended  onlj'  from  Bur- 
lington to  Ottumwa,  a  distanecof  seventy-five  miles. 
During  the  period  of  construction  of  the  road 
through  to  the  Missouri  River  he  served  both  as 
Sui)erintendent  and  Vice  President.  In  the  mean- 
time he  liad  been  active  in  promoting  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
Co.  in  Nebraska,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  in- 
corporators, and  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of 
Directors,  being  chosen  to  that  position  Oct.  28, 
1869.  On  the  26th  of  July,  1871,  he  was  elected  a 
Directorof  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
Company  in  Iowa;  the  Nebraska  road  was  opened 
through  to  Kearney  Junction  in  the  autumn  of  1872, 
and  November  4  of  that  year  Mr.  Perkins  was 
chosen  Vice  President  of  thatcompanj'.  Upon  the 
consolidation  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad  Co.  of  Iowa  with  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  of  Illinois,  on  Jan.  1,  1873,  he  was 
deprived  of  his  official  connection  with  the  former 
company  through  the  changed  condition  of  affairs. 
On  the  2d  of  April,  1875,  Mr.  Perkins  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  then  owning  and 
operating  the  original  road  in  Illinois  and  the  newly 
acquired  extension  in  Iowa ;  and  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1876,  he  was  elected  Vice  President  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Company,  still  retaining  the 
Vice  Presidency  and  general  management  of  the 
road  west  of  the  Missouri  River;  on  the  5th  of  May, 
he  was  elected  President  of  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River  R.  R.  in  Iowa;  and  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uarj',  1880.  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  R.  R. 
in  Nebraska  became  consolidated  with  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  throwing  the  whole 
under  one  corporate  management,  Mr.  Perkins  re- 
maining as  Vice   President  until  Sept.   29,  1881, 


when  he  was  chosen  President.  He  has  been  re- 
elected at  each  succeeding  election,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing his  eighth  year  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  Perkins 
is  also  offlciall}'  identified  with  several  other  rail- 
road corporations  which  are  connected  with  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  and  is  Di- 
rector and  President  of  the  Hannilial  &  St.  Joseph 
and  the  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs 
Railroads,  the  two  named  being  maintained  as  dis- 
tinct  and  separate  corporations. 

When  Mr.  Perkins  first  came  to  Burlington,  nearly 
thirtj'  years  ago,  in  August.  1859,  he  was  not  quite 
nineteen  years  of  age,  so  that  it  may  be  said  of  him, 
that  he  began  his  connection  with  the  important 
corporation  of  which  he  is  now  the  chief  executive 
officer,  or  rather  with  a  constituent  jiartof  it,  while 
but  a  boy,  and  that  he  has  earned  and  won,  by 
superior  executive  ability,  energy  and  fidelity  to 
the  trust  reposed  in  him,  an  honorable  promotion 
through  all  the  grades  of  service,  from  that  of  a 
clerk  in  the  Treasurer's  office  to  his  present  promi- 
nent and  responsible  position,  as  chief  executive 
officer  of  one  of  the  greatest  railway  systems  of  the 
country. 

In  September,  1  864.  at  Milton.  Mass.,  near  Boston, 
Charles  E.  Perkins  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Edith  Forbes,  daughter  of  Com.  R.  B.  Forbes,  of 
Boston,  Mass.  Mrs.  Perkins  was  born  and  educated 
in  Boston.  Their  family  c  imprises  six  children,  two 
sons  and  four  daughters.  It  maj'  be  an  item  of  in- 
terest to  make  some  mention  of  the  places  of  abode 
and  the  manner  of  Mr.  Perkins'  wa3'  of  living  in  his 
early  days  in  Burlington.  He  first  made  his  home 
with  Mr.  Lowell  and  Leo  Carper,  both  of  whom 
were  connected  with  the  railway  companj'.  They 
lived  together  in  what  was  known  as  Patterson's 
Hollow,  now  Agency  street,  until  the  fall  of  1860, 
when  they  removed  to  Shephard  Lefflers'  farm,  now 
West  Burlington.  Mr.  Lowell  had  taken  a  lease  of 
Mr.  Leffler's  farm  and  house,  which  he  transferred 
to  Mr.  Perkins  when  he  left  Burlington  for  Mt. 
Savage.  The  following  spring  (1861),  Mr.  Perkins 
succeeded  in  getting  Mr.  Leffler  to  take  the  farm 
off  his  hands,  and  thus  escaped  becoming  a  granger. 
He  then  returned  to  the  cit}-.  and  for  awhile  boarded 
at  the  Barrett  House,  and  later  with  Mrs.  Fletcher, 
on  North  Hill,  in  the  house  now  owned  and    occu- 
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pied  by  R.  M.  Raab.  Rctiiaining  there  until  the 
fall  of  1802.  Mr.  Perkins  then  rented  a  house  on 
South  Hill,  of  Mr.  Nelson  Dills,  which  he  afterward 
purchased,  and  in  which  he  now  resides.  There 
were  originally  sixty  acres  in  the  place,  but  he  has 
sold  off  several  tracts  until  he  now  has  but  twenty 
acres,  which,  with  the  commodious  residence,  beau- 
tiful groves  and  lawns  make  an  elegant  and  pleas- 
ant surburban  home.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
in  the  autumn  of  1864,  he  established  his  residence 
on  the  place  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Erastus  Chamber- 
lain on  North  Hill,  remaining  there  until  the  spring 
of  1867,  when  he  sold  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  pur- 
chased the  Dills  farm,  to  which  he  removed  at  once. 
While  Mr.  Perkins  and  his  family  spend  some  months 
of  each  year  in  Boston,  Burlington  is  their  home. 
Mr.  Perkins  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  senti- 
ments, but  is  not  in  anj-  sense  a  politician.  His  im- 
portant business  relations,  both  private  and  otHcial, 
leave  him  no  time,  even  were  he  so  disposed,  to 
win  prominence  in  the  political  arena.  As  a  rule, 
large  corporations  recognize  superior  ability  and  in- 
tegrity of  character  in  their  employes,  and  reward 
true  merit  with  promotion,  and  while  the  motive 
on  the  part  of  the  corporation  may  be  purely  self- 
ish, the  success  of  the  individual  oflicer  is  none  the 
less  creditable.  This  is  well  illustrated  in  the  career 
of  Mr.  Perkins  in  Burlington.  Beginning  before 
reaching  his  majority  as  a  clerk  at  130  per  month, 
he  has  steadily  risen  through  all  the  grades. 
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)OBERT  RITCHEY,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 8,  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  was  born 
5^in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  Dec.  19,  1825, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Drannan) 
Ritchey.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  Cahl- 
well  County,  Ky.,  though  the  father  was  of  Irish 
descent.  He  emigrated  to  Sangamon  Count}',  111., 
about  the  year  1820,  there  entered  a  tract  of  land 
and  developed  a  fine  farm.  In  Sangamon  County 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Margaret  Drannan, 
the  3'oung    couple    making  that  their  home    until 


1839,  when  the}'  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa.  At  that  early  day  the  county  was  almost  an 
unbroken  wilderness,  with  but  a  few  log  cabins,  no 
railroads  and  but  scarcely  any  cultivated  land,  and 
to  such  pioneers  as  Mr.  Ritchey  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  which  have  made  such  rapid  changes 
is  largely  due.  Purchasing  a  claim  on  section  22, 
Pleasant  Grove  Township,  Mr.  Ritchey  immediately 
began  its  improvement,  making  that  farm  his  home 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  December,  1869. 
His  wife  survived  him  for  about  five  years,  her 
death  occurring  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  They  reared 
a  family  of  five  children:  Our  subject  is  the  first  in 
order  of  birth;  Mary  Jane,  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
iam DeSpain,  a  resident  of  Pleasant  Grove  Town- 
ship; Thomas,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  the 
same  township;  Martha  Ann  wedded  John  Matthews, 
of  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  but  both  are  now 
deceased ;  William  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Keith 
County,  Neb. 

The  early  life  of  our  suliject  was  spent  upon  his 
father's  farm  in  the  township  where  he  yet  resides, 
and  being  the  eldest  son,  he  aided  largely  in  the 
work  of  improving  the  first  homestead.  Until 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  he  remained  with  his  par- 
ents, but  on  the  4th  of  October,  1853,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Martha  Webster,  and  made  a  home 
for  himself.  Mrs.  Ritchey  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  Ohio,  in  1834,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Asa 
and  Nancy  (Covert)  Webster,  the  father  a  native 
of  New  York  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  They  were 
pioneers  of  Lee  County,  Iowa,  having  settled  there 
in  1837,  and  both  are  yet  living.  Mr.  Webster  was 
a  farmer  throughout  his  active  life.  He  moved  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  settling  near  Brighton, 
where  he  resided  until  1864,  when,  with  his  family, 
he  became  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  County.  He 
purchased  the  farm  upon  which  our  subject  now  re- 
sides, living  there  until  the  infirmities  of  age  caused 
them  to  break  up  housekeeping,  Mr.  Webster  now 
residing  in  Wapello  County  and  his  wife  making 
her  home  with  our  subject. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritchej'  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  of  123  acres  on  sec- 
tion 20,  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  and  there  resided 
for  eleven  years,  living  in  the  true  pioneer  style. 
Their  house  consisted  of  a  small   cabin  only  14x16 
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feet,  a  yoke  of  oxen  was  the  team  which  drew  their 
burdens.  In  1 864  this  farm  was  traded  for  one  of 
1 90  acres  on  section  8,  of  the  same  township,  which 
stil!  continues  to  be  their  home.  As  time  passed, 
Mr.  Ritchey  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  possessions 
until  he  now  owns  498  acres  of  land,  comprising 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township,  and  upon 
which,  in  1875,  was  erected  an  elegant  country  resi- 
dence, two  stories  in  height,  the  dimensions  being 
26x36  feet,  and  an  "  L,"  24x24,  the  whole  cost  being 
$4,000.  All  other  improvements  which  are  neces- 
sary to  a  well-regulated  farm  have  been  made,  and 
Mr.  Ritchey  is  a  most  successful  farmer.  The 
change  from  the  pioneer  life  to  their  present  mode 
of  living  was  accomplished  by  his  own  energy  and 
enterprise,  with  the  assistance  of  his  estimable  wife. 

Eight  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ritchey:  William  D.,  horn  July  16,  1854,  still  re- 
sides at  home;  Emily,  born  Oct.  21,  1855,  at  home; 
John,  born  Ma}'  7,  1857,  is  a  resident  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Township;  James,  born  Dec.  5,  1858,  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Unadilla  Count)',  Ore. ;  Mar- 
garet, born  April  29,  I860,  is  the  wife  of  Verdon 
Portlock;  Asa,  born  Jan.  18,  1862.  died  Sept.  26, 
1862;  Robert,  born  Oct.  28,  1864;  and  Henry 
born  Sept.  10,  1868,  still  resides  at  home. 

Mr.  Ritchey  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Des 
Moines  County,  his  success  in  life  all  being  due  to 
his  own  efforts.  Everything  about  his  f.arm  denotes 
the  thrift  and  industrj-  which  have  aided  him  in 
gaining  a  comfortable  competence.  As  a  pioneer 
who  has  labored  for  the  best  interests  of  the  county, 
he  deserves  and  receives  the  respect  due  him.  In 
his  political  views,  Mr.  Ritchej'  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party. 
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THOMAS  PEEL,  captain  and  pilot  of  the 
steamer  "  Park  Bluffs,"  residing  at  1226  S. 
Tenth  St.,  Burlington,  was  born  in  Allegheny 
Co.,  Pa.,  in  1841 .  and  is  a  son  of  Allen  P.  and  Marga- 
ret (Nevill)  Peel.'  The  former  was  born  in  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1808,  receiving  there  a  common- 
school  education  and  remaining  upon  the  farm  until 
1831,  when,  bidding  good-bye  to  the  Emerald  Isle, 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  landed  in  America  and  took 


up  his  residence  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.  He  there 
became  acquainted  with  and  married  M.argaret  Ne- 
vill, and  to  them  there  were  born  thirteen  children, 
only  five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Samuel,  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Lee  County,  Iowa ;  Vincent,  a  steam- 
boat captain,  residing  at  Burlington ;  Thomas,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  Allen,  a  resident  of  Wash- 
ington Territory,  is  engaged  in  farming;  and  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Charles  Davis,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Lee  County,  Iowa.  After  coming  to  America  Mr. 
Peel  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  running  upon 
the  Monongahela  River,  but,  after  the  locks  were 
placed  in,  this  business  was  discontinued.  He  then 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  was  also  quite  an  ex- 
tensive coal  dealer,  in  which  business  he  continued 
until  coming  West  in  1854.  Taking  up  his  residence 
in  Keok\ik,  he  at  once  purchased  a  farm  in  Mont- 
rose Township,  making  that  his  home  until  1856, 
when,  disposing  of  his  land,  he  became  the  owner 
of  325  acres  of  timber  land  and  eighty  acres  for 
farming  purposes  in  Green  Bay  Township.  By  care 
and  cultivation  it  became  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  community,  and  there  Mr.  Peel  resided  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  May  30,  1886,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years  and  three  months.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Cliristian  Church  for  thirty  j-ears, 
uniting  with  tli.it  bodj'  in  1856,  and  his  earnest 
Christian  life  may  well  be  an  example  to  others. 
His  wife  j^et  survives  him,  residing  at  the  old  home 
in  Lee  County,  and  she,  too,  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Prior  to  coming  West  they  had 
both  been  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  in 
after  life  had  united  with  the  Christian. 

Residing  upon  his  father's  farm  during  his  early 
life,  Capt.  Peel  attended  the  common  schools  until 
the  age  of  fourteen,  when  he  was  employed  in  the 
wood-yard  at  Peel's  Landing,  which  was  situated 
on  the  Mississippi  Rivcrten  miles  below  Burlington, 
continuing  in  that  employment  with  his  father  until 
1865.  He  then  followed  steamboating  in  summer, 
returning  .again  to  the  wood-yard  in  winter,  and  he 
was  thus  engaged  alternately  until  1874,  being 
then  employed  solely  upon  the  steamboat  for  six 
years.  He  became  captain  and  pilot  in  1880,  and 
now  owns  an  interest  in  the  steamers  "Prescott"  and 
"Park  Bluffs."  Capt.  Peel's  reputation  since  attaining 
to  that  position  is  unspotted,  his  care  and  attention 
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are  given  exclusively  to  the  labors  to  lie  performed, 
and  since  his  life  began  as  captain  he  lias  never  had 
an  accident  happen,  and  the  public  feel  safe  when 
Capt.  Peel  is  at  the  wheel. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1869,  the  marriage  of 
Thomas  Peel  and  Mary  L.  Burke  was  celebrated. 
She  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  daughter  of 
D.  W.  and  Julia  A.  (Nolton)  Burke.  Her  father 
died  about  the  year  1867;  the  mother  still  survives 
him  and  is  a  resident  of  Burlington.  Six  children 
grace  the  union  of  this  worthy  couple  :  Minnie,  Ella, 
George,  Charles,  Thomas  and  Lee.  In  his  political 
views  Capt.  Peel  is  liberal,  though  generally  casting 
his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  strong 
advocate  of  temperance  principles,  believing  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  prohibitorj'  law,  and  takes  a  spe- 
cial interest  in  religious  and  educational  advance- 
ment, while  the  furtherance  of  any  enterprise  for 
the  public  good  finds  in  him  a  read^'  supporter. 

Socially',  he  is  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and 
V.  A.  S.  Capt.  Peel  and  wife  are  both  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  as  citizens  and  neighbors 
are  highly  respected  by  all. 

^1^4-,  OBERT  GRIMES,  residing  on  section  6,  Flint 
ly^  River  Township,  is  a  pioneer  settler  of  1 842 
/li  \\\  and  one  of  the  honored  citizens  of  the  count\'. 
^p)ne  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.. 
June  11,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Lead)  Grimes,  both  of  whom  were  also  born  in 
that  county.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren; of  that  number  five  are  living:  Jane,  wife  of 
Thomas  Patterson,  a  farmer  of  Ohio,  who  resides 
just  across  the  river  from  AViieeling,  W.  Va. ;  Sarah 
is  yet  a  resident  of  her  native  county  ;  Robert;  Will- 
iam, a  minister  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
resides  in  Belmont  Count}',  Ohio;  Edward  died  in 
Washington  County,  Pa.;  Samuel  died  at  the  home 
of  our  subject,  and  was  buried  in  Carter  Cemetery; 
John,  Jr.,  resides  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa. ;  Thomas  is  also  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  that  county.  Jolin  Grimes,  tlie  father,  lived 
and  died  upon  the  farm  that  had  been  taken  up  about 
the  year  1780,  it  being  among  the  first  entered  in 
that  county,  where  for  over  a  hundred  years  the 
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name  of  Grimes  was  known  and  iionored.  Mr. 
Grimes  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  leading  men 
of  his  day,  and  died  in  1883,  aged  eight^'-seven 
years,  the  year  of  his  birth  being  1794.  His  wife 
was  born  in  1786  and  died  in  1871  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-five,  and  the  paternal  grandmother 
reached  the  age  of  ninety-one.  All  were  life-long 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
were  respected  alike  bj'  all. 

Robert  Grimes,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  in  his  native  county-,  where  he 
attended  the  common-schools,  though  most  of  his 
education  has  been  acquired  by  close  application 
and  observation,  b}-  which  he  gained  practical  ideas 
not  to  be  found  in  text-books.  Mr.  Grimes  re- 
mained at  home  until  1842  and  then  left  the  paren- 
tal roof  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  West.  He  came 
directly  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  his  only  pos- 
sessions being  the  horse  upon  which  he  made  his 
journey,  and  $125  in  mone^'.  With  this  small  c.ip- 
ital  he  started  in  life,  and  has  made  all  he  now  pos- 
sesses bj'  his  own  euerg}'  and  industr}'.  In  1843 
the  first  purcliase  of  land  was  made,  consisting  of 
eight}'  acres  of  timber  on  Flint  Creek  in  Pleasant 
Grove  Township;  and  in  1844  forty  of  this  tract 
was  sold  and  eighty  acres  in  the  same  townshi|j  were 
purchased.  By  care  and  cultivation  Mr.  Grimes 
made  a  fine  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1856, 
when  he  sold  that  farm  and  bought  200  acres  on 
section  6,  Flint  River  Township,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home  and  now  owns  one  of  tlie  best  im- 
proved farms  in  that  section. 

Mr.  Grimes  has  always  been  a  great  admirer  of 
fine  horses,  and  upon  his  farm  may  be  found  some 
of  the  best  in  the  county.  In  his  stables  are  three 
horses  which  have  no  superiors  in  Des  Moines 
County  —  Honor  Bright,  Andy  and  Tom  Sayers. 
The  first  named  is  a  bright  bay,  with  two  white 
feet,  was  foaled  in  1876,  and  was  imported  from 
Scotland  in  April,  1883,  by  John  C.Huston, of  Mc- 
Donough  County,  111.  Andy  was  foaled  in  April, 
1884,  and  imported  from  Scotland  by  Mr,  Huston 
in  September,  1885.  He  is  a  fine  representative  of 
of  the  Clydesdales,  the  best  of  draft  breeds.  Tom 
Sayers  is  an  English  draft  horse,  known  .as  the 
Grimes  horse. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1847,  Mr.  Grimes  was  uni- 
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terl  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rlioda  Husted,  a  native 
of  New  ,Terse\',  and  a  daughter  uf  Tliomas  and 
Sarali  (Willis)  Husted,  both  of  whom  were  also  na- 
tives of  that  State.  In  1841  the\' emigrated  toDes 
Moines  County,  where  they  were  among  the  pio- 
neer settlers,  and  both  are  now  dece.ased,  the  father 
having  departed  this  life  in  Kansas,  and  the  mother 
was  killed  h\'  a  runaway  team.  Both  Mr.  anil  Mrs. 
Husted  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Three  children  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grimes:  The  first  child  died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth 
became  the  wife  of  George  .Smith,  a  farmer  of  Sa- 
line County,  Kansas;  and  J.  D.  is  still  residing  with 
his  parents.  Mr.  Grimes  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  everything  that  pertains  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  county.  He  has  watched  and  aided  in 
its  development  from  a  primitive  state  to  one  of 
the  highest  cultivation,  and  has  ever  been  one  of 
its  honored  and  respected  citizens.  He  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  County  Supervisors 
and  has  held  minor  township  offices.  Politically, 
he  affiliates  vvith  the  Democratic  party.  A  self- 
marle  man,  his  example  of  energy,  industry  and  un- 
ceasing labor  may  well  be  followed  bj-  future  gen- 
erations. 

HARLES  WILLIAM  BODEMANN,  now 
as  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  left 
his  native  land  and  went  to  London,  England, 
where  he  pursued  the  study  of  chemistry',  and  later 
went  to  Sweden,  where  he  assisted  in  managing 
large  chemical  works.  He  visited  this  country 
during  the  year  1841,  with  the  idea  of  making 
it  his  future  home.  In  September,  184:2,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Ellen  Ellis,  and  the  follow- 
ing j'ear  the  young  couple  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  they 
remained  for  about  six  months.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Bur- 
lington. Iowa,  and  Mr.  Bodemann  opened  a  drug 
store.  He  continued  in  that  business  for  many 
years,  being  quite  successful,  but  at  length  he  re- 
tired from  the  drug  business,  and  engaged  in  real-es- 
tate enterprises  and  made  other  money  investments. 


^^  HAKLES    V\  J 

,1(^1  deceased,  was 
\J!^   in  1814.   Wh. 


Mr.  Bodemann  w.as  an  energetic  business  man  of 
great  honesty,  integrity  and  altility.  He  was  al- 
ways ready  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  his 
adopted  country,  .and  erected  many  good  buildings 
in  the  city  of  Burlington.  A  very  quiet  man,  fond 
of  his  home  life.  Mr.  Bodemann  was  also  a  gre.it 
reader.  He  h.ad  received  a  liberal  education  in  his 
3'outh,  and  was  quite  proficient  in  the  German, 
French  and  Latin  Languages.  He  died  in  the  month 
of  April,  1.S75. 

To  Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Bodemann  were  born  three 
cliildren:  Ellen,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Nassau;  Charles 
William  and  Frank  Ellis,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Bc)demann  is  still  living,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy,  and  m.akes  her  home  with 
her  son-in-law.  Dr.  Nassau. 


m^ 


eWHlT  SMITH,  of  the  Brooks,  Smith  &  Tay- 
lor Company,  wholesale  grocers  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  h.as  been  a  resident  of  this  State 
since  1856,  and  was  born  in  Jefferson,  Greene  Co., 
Pa.,  May  20,  1833.  His  parents  were  Col.  John 
and  Ruth  (Whitlatch)  Smith,  both  of  whom  were  of 
English  descent,  though  the  father  w.as  born  in 
New  Jersey,  and  the  mother  in  Jefferson,  Greene 
Co.,  Pa.  Our  subject  received  an  academic  edu- 
cation, and  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  the 
carpenter's  trade.  He  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
in  1856,  and  shortly  afterward  went  to  New  Lon- 
don, where  he  was  employed  as  merchant's  clerk 
for  Dr.  W.  C.  Hobbs.  A  j'ear  and  a  half  later,  he 
engaged  with  Josiah  Roberts,  dealer  in  general 
merchandise  and  wholesale  dry-goods,  continuing 
with  him  about  a  year,  and  then  engaged  in  the 
furniture  business  in  New  London.  This  he  carried 
on  until  1861,  and  then  closed  out  with  the  inten- 
tion of  entering  the  army.  He  raised  a  comp.any, 
and  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant,  but  unfor- 
tunately was  taken  sick  before  beginning  active 
dut}',and  was  incapacitated  for  service  in  the  field. 
He  resigned  his  commission,  but  did  not  resume 
business  again  until  1864,  when  he  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising  at  New  London  in  partnership 
with  A.  Chandler.  That  connection  continued  until 
1868,  when    Mr.  Smith  withdrew  from  local    trade 
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and  engaged  as  traveling  salesman  for  E.  Chamber- 
lain &  Co.,  wholesale  grocers  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
with  whom  he  continued  until  the  burning  of  their 
establishment  in  1877,  when  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  firm  of  W.  T.  Allen  &  Co.,  wholesale  grocers 
of  Ciiicago,  as  traveling  salesman.  A  year  later  he 
changed  to  the  house  of  Collier,  Robertson  & 
Hambelton,  wholesale  grocers,  and  was  employed 
in  the  same  capacity  by  them  until  1880,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Bell,  Tollerton  <fe  Co., 
of  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  the  same  business.  In  1883 
the  firm  was  changed  to  Bell,  Smith  &  Signer,  and 
Sept.  8,  1887,  the  present  company  was  incorpor- 
ated under  the  name  of  Brooks,  Smith  &  Taylor 
Company.  (See  sketch  of  business  under  commer- 
cial heading  in  this  work.) 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1857,  at  New  London,  Iowa, 
the  union  of  Mr.  Smith  and  Miss  Isabella  V.  Chan- 
dler was  celebnated.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Addison 
and  M.  E.  Chandler,  early  settlers  of  New  London, 
Iowa.  One  child  graces  this  union,  a  son.  George 
Otho  Whit,  born  at  New  London.  June  20,  1859, 
now  cashier  for  Brooks,  Smith  &  Taylor  Company. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  straight  Republican  in  politics,  but 
has  never  been  an  ofHce-seeker.  The  extent  of  his 
experience  in  ofBce-holding  was  several  years  serv- 
ice .as  Clerk  of  the  School  Board  of  New  London, 
and  also  as  Clerk  of  the  same  in  New  London 
Township.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Charity 
Lodge,  No.  56,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  connection  with  his 
other  duties,  Mr.  Smith  superintends  the  buying  of 
the  extensive  stock  handled  by  his  firm.  His  long 
experience  in  the  wholesale  grocery  trade  has  emi- 
nently fitted  him  for  that  important  branch  of  the 
business. 


ATTHEW  L.  PECK,  a   leading  farmer  of 
Huron  Township,  who  resides  on  section 
34,  was  born  in   Afton,  Chenango  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Nov.  21,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of   Heze- 
kiah  and  Martha  (Long)  Peck,  both  of  whom  were 
of  English  descent.     The  father  was  a  millwright  by 
trade,  and  lived  in  New  York  until   1833,  when  he 
emigrated  to  Missouri,  subsequently  living   in  Illi- 
nois and  Iowa,  where  he  spent  most  of  the  remain- 
\  r   derof  his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  Andrew  County, 


Mo.,  in  1848.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs. 
Peck  made  her  home  principally  with  our  subject, 
until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1857.  They 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children:  Diana,  deceased 
wife  of  John  Johnson;  Betsy,  who  died  unmarried; 
Reed,  now  residing  at  Afton,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y., 
is  a  millwright;  Mai vina,  deceased  ;  Mary,  deceased 
wife  of  Charles  Robinson,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
this  county;  George  W.,  who  was  editor  of  the 
Auburn  (N.  Y.)  JuurnaU  died  in  that  city,  in  1882; 
Matthew  L.,  our  subject;  Mark,  a  farmer  residing 
in  Louisa  County;  and  Benjamin,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  father  and  mother  were  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli. 

M.  L.  Peck,  our  subject,  was  reared  upon  a  f.irm, 
but  learned  the  trade  of  a  brick-mason,  though  he 
followed  it  but  a  short  time.  When  he  was  eleven 
years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Jackson  County, 
Mo.,  and  later  to  Andrew  County,  where  Matthew 
grew  to  manhood.  In  1846  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Lillie  A.  Wainwright,  a  n.ative  of  Dela- 
ware County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Hubbard 
and  Nancj'  (Bodle)  Wainwright.  who  were  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  though  born  in  New  Jersey.  The 
father  died  when  Mrs.  Peck  was  a  child,  and  the 
mother's  death  occurred  Sept.  9,  1887,  though,  after 
the  death  of  her  first  husband,  she  became  the  wife 
of  John  Pearce,  but  was  a  widow  at  the  time  of  her 
death. 

After  their  mairiage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  rented  farm  in  Andrew 
County,  Mo.,  where  they  lived  until  1852,  and  then 
came  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  purchasing  120 
acres  of  land  on  section  4,  Union  Township.  He 
made  this  his  home  until  1869,  when  he  sold  and 
purchased  ninety-seven  acres  on  section  34,  which 
is  comprised  in  his  present  farm,  which  was  in- 
creased by  subsequent  purchase.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peck  have  been  the  parents  of  five  children :  Marena 
Ann  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years; 
Alice  A.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Johnston,  a  resident 
of  Sutter  County,  Cal. ;  Emma  J.,  wife  of  John 
Johnston,  of  Audubon  County,  Iowa;  Albert  F.,  a 
re.al-estate  agent,  loan  broker,  collection  agent  and 
notary  public,  at  Idalia,  Arapahoe  Co.,  Colo.;  and 
Luella  K.,  still  residing  at  home.  For  thirty  years 
Mr.  Peck  and  his  wife  have  been  devoted  members 
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of  the  Methoflist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is 
Trustee.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1S60,  serving  two 
years,  was  Assessor  for  two  terras,  anrl  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Township  Clerk  for  two  years.  He  was  also 
Postmaster  at  Amilyville,  Huron  Township,  for 
seven  years,  at  the  ex|)iration  of  which  time  lie  re- 
signed. Mr.  Peck  is  a  conscientious  and  upright 
man.  and  is  well  known  and  universally  respected 
thronofhout  the  county. 


-^-^ 


yfe  B.  BLOOMER,  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch, 
/  is  the  eldest  son  of  Henry  and  Carolina 
W^  Bloomer,  and  was  born  on  the  13th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1861.  He  was  born  and  educated  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  and,  graduating  at  8t.  John's  Academy, 
he  soon  afterward  went  to  work  for  Ira  Gile,  and 
remained  a  little  over  three  years  with  him ;  then 
accepting  a  position  with  Taylor  Bros.,  he  continued 
with  them  about  five  j^ears.  He  then  became  man- 
ager of  the  Burlington  Roller  Skating  Rink,  and 
subsequently  went  on  liie  road  as  a  solicitor,  and 
spent  six  montlis  traveling  in  Missouri  and  Minue- 
sota.  Returning  home  in  the  fall  of  1885,  he  went 
to  work  as  solicitor  for  the  Burlington  Gazette,  and 
soon  after  was  appointed  a  substitute  Letter  Carrier, 
just  previous  to  Mr.  Waite's  retirement  as  Post- 
master, he  being  Mr.  Waite's  last  appointee  in  the 
mail  service.  When  Mr.  Hutchinson  became  Post- 
master, he  appointed  him  General  Delivery  Clerk, 
which  position  he  successfully  fills  to-day.  Mr. 
Bloomer  was  married  Sept.  28,  1883,  in  Chicago, 
111.,  to  Miss  Maggie  Doulon,  of  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa. 
One  living  daughter,  Georgia  Helen,  graces  their 
home. 

^t^  RASTUS  WOODWARD,  one  of  the   repre- 
iM      sentative   farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Des 

(IL^  Moines  County,  residing  on  section  1 1 ,  Union 
Township,  was  born  Maj'  12,  182G,  in  Windsor 
Count}',  Vt.,  and  is  a  son  of  Erastus  and  Sarah 
(Gillson)  Woodward.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  was  a  soldier  during  the  War 
of    1812,    while   the    paternal    grandfather   served 

4« 


during  the  Revolutionarj'  War.  Erastus  Wood- 
ward, Sr..  reared  a  family  of  six  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  :  Gideon,  of 
Oakland,  Cal..  is  a  retired  physician  ;  James,  who  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  in  Warren  County,  Iowa, 
for  the  past  thirty-five  years;  pur  subjeat  is  the 
third  in  order  of  birth;  Heufy.'a  hi6rcl5*u]t  of  Ains- 
worth.  Neb.;  Charles  died  Ju  Warren  County, 
Iowa,  about  the  year  1870;  T>ler,  proprietor  and 
man.iger  of  a  street  railroad  in  Portland,  Ore.;  Har- 
riet, deceased  wife  of  D.  P.  Harlow;  Sophia,  wife 
of  P.  G.  C.  Merrill,  a  resident  of  Grinnell,  Iowa, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  was  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner  at  Pittsburg  Landing;  Anna, 
who  wedded  Marshall  Hatch,  a  merchant,  and  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  Grinnell.  who  was  severely 
injured  in  the  tornado  of  1882,  and  died  from  the 
effects;  Sarah  wedded  a  Mr.  Montgomery, and  both 
are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodward  became  residents  of 
Grinnell,  Iowa,  about  the  year  1856  or  1857,  where 
the  deaths  of  l)Oth  occurred,  the  former  dying  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty  j-eai-s,  the  latter  in  1874, 
aged  sevcnt^'-seven  years.  They  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  highly'  re- 
spected for  their  many  good  qualities. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
Kimball  Academj',  in  Meriden,  N.  11.,  where  he 
took  an  academical  course,  graduating  in  the  class 
of  '47,  and  in  that  year  left  home,  going  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  was  located  when  the  soldiers  re- 
turned from  the  Mexican  War.  Later  he  went  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  to  La  Fayette, 
Ind.,  where  he  spent  the  winter  of  1848-9,  and  in 
March,  1850,  started  for  California,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  mining  on  the  American  River.  In  1851, 
in  companj"  with  his  brother,  Gideon,  Mr.  Wood- 
ward opened  a  store  on  the  Middle  Fork  of  that 
river,  continuing  in  that  business  until  December 
of  the  following  year,  when  he  sold  out.  Going  to 
San  F'rancisco,  he  there  took  a  steamer  for  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama.  He  was  obliged  to  make  the 
journe\'  on  foot  to  Cruces,  on  the  Chagres  River, 
and  there  took  a  train  for  Aspinwall,  having  to  pay 
at  the  rate  of  a  dollar  a  mile,  and  after  going  but  a 
short  distance  was  obliged  to  get  out  and  hel[)  to 
push  the  train  up  the  grade,  and  at  length  arrived 
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at  Aspinwall,  and  from  there  took  steamer  to  New 
York,  and  from  thence  to  Philadelphia  by  train, 
where  he  secured  his  gold  from  the  Adams  Express 
Company,  having  transmitted  it  from  California  in 
that  manner,  and  after  despositing  a  part  of  it  in 
the  mint,  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Vermont. 
Remaining  in  liis  native  State  until  185;i,  Mr. 
AVoodward  then  went  to  Indianapolis,  where  pur- 
chased a  horse,  and  in  this  manner  made  the  trip 
to  Burlington,  purchasing  21.5  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tions 11,  12  and  14  in  Union  Tnwnshii).  Scarcely 
any  improvements  had  Ijecn  made  upon  this  land, 
but  he  immediately  began  its  cultivation,  added 
more  acres,  and  now  has  a  farm  of  293  acres  in  ex- 
tent, which  is  one  of  the  finest  and  best  improved 
in  Des  Moines  Count}',  and  all  the  result  of  his  own 
labor.  The  rude  log  cabin,  in  which  for  a  time  he 
lived  in  true  pioneer  style,  has  long  since  given 
place  U)  li  large  stone  dwelling,  34x50  feet,  two 
stories  in  height.  Upon  the  land  will  be  found  all 
the  necessar}'  buildings  for  a  well-regulated  farm, 
and  everything  denotes  thrift  and  industry. 

In  January,  1854,  Mr.  Woodward  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Martha  .1.  Comstock,  who  was 
born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  13.1 837.  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Joab  and  Jane  (Lemmon)  Comstock, 
the  father  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  mother  of 
Maryland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comstock  came  to  Des 
Moines  County  in  1837,  being  among  the  early 
jjioneers.  where  the  death  of  the  latter  occured 
May  27,  1875,  the  husband  surviving  until  1881. 
Both  were  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodward  have  been  the  parents 
of  ten  children:  Vandoran,  born  Feb.  16,  1855,  is 
now  a  merchant  in  Kansas  City.  Mo. ;  Amy  E., 
born  Sept.  10,  1856,  became  the  wife  of  W.  W. 
Gearhart,  a  farmer  of  Henry  County,  Iowa;  Sarah 
Jane,  born  Oct.  7,  186"J,  died  April  9,  18G0;  Gideon, 
born  Aug.  16,  1862;  Martha  H.,  Sept.  15,  1864; 
George  M.,  March  2,  1866;  Lucy  C,  Sept.  27, 
1868;  Joab  T.,  born  April  16,  1871,  died  April  19^ 
1873;  Eredorick  A.,  born  Nov.  11,  1872;  and 
Eunice  E.,  July  30,  1874.  The  parents  have  taken 
great  intoi-est  in  giving  their  children  good  educa- 
tions. In  all  suci.al,  public  or  religious  enter|)rises 
Mr.  Woodward  takes  an  active  interest.     In  relig- 


ions  thought  he  is  liberal,  while  his  estimable  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  has  held  various  township  offices,  for  many 
years  w.as  Township  Clerk,  and  also  a  member  of 
the  County  Board  of  Supervisors;  and  during  his 
term  of  office  the  plan  of  the  railroad  bridge  was 
submitted.  He  has  been  a  School  Director  for 
thirty  years,  and  has  aided  largely  in  the  building 
up  of  educational  institutions.  He  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Des  Moines  County  Farmers'  Mutual 
Fire  and  Lightning  Insurance  Company  for  ten 
years;  under  his  management  it  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, having  increased  its  interests  from  $100,000 
to  $600,000. 

Among  the  representative  farmers  and  respected 
citizens  of  Des  Moines  County,  none  stand  higher 
in  the  esteem  of  all  than  does  Mr.  Woodward,  and 
we  are  pleased  to  record  the  sketch  of  so  prominent 
a  gentleman,  and  to  present  the  readers  of  the 
Album  with  his  portrait. 

^I^REDERICK  LEICHT,  Sexton  of  Aspen 
Grove  Cemetery.  Burlington,  Iowa,  was 
born  at  Siebeldingen.  near  the  Rhine,  Bava- 
ria, April  9,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Phil- 
ipena  (Fix)  Leicht.  Our  subject  emigrated  to 
America  in  1848,  landing  in  Nevv  Orleans,  Feb.  22, 
of  that  }'ear,  and  went  immediately  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  after  remaining  there  for  a  year,  removed 
to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  learned  the  chair- 
maker's  trade.  After  two  years  spent  in  that  city 
he  returned  to  Cincinnati,  and  was  employed  in  the 
chair  factory  of  John  Mitchell,  then  the  largest 
institution  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Leicht  was  united  in  marriage  at  Cincinnati,  March 
4,  1853,  with  Miss  Annie  Marie,  daughter  of  Theo- 
bold  and  Catherine  (Erienlwein)  Dreher.  Mrs.  L. 
was  also  born  at  Siebeldingen.  They  were  ac- 
quainted before  she  emigrated  to  America,  having 
attended  school  together. 

Two  years  after  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  but  remained  in  the 
city  for  onl}-  a  short  time,  and  then  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Union  Township.  Des  Moines  County.  Mr. 
Leicht  was  engaged  in   farming   for   seven    years, 
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and  then  returning  to  Burlington,  was  employed  as 
a  mechanic  by  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  Company,  until  the  fall  of  1866,  when  he 
was  appointed  Sexton  of  the  Aspen  Grove  Ceme- 
tery, which  position  he  has  held  continually  since, 
covering  a  period  of  over  twenty  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leicht  have  been  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  all  are  living — Philipena 
Catherine,  burn  in  Ohio,  Jan.  7,  1854,  is  the  wife 
of  Fred  Licbtenberg,  and  resides  in  Burlington; 
Henry,  born  in  Burlington,  Dec.  14,  1855,  is  a 
grocer  in  that  eitj',  ami  married  Annie  Burton; 
John  W.,  born  in  Union  Township,  Des  Moines 
County,  March  20,  1857,  married  Caroline  Lucas, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  with  his 
brother;  Amelia,  born  in  Union  Township,  Des 
Moines  County,  June  7,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  Adam 
Walker,  of  Burlington;  Peter  was  born  in  Union 
Township,  Dec.  7,  1861,  married  Lena  Rundorfif, 
and  resides  in  Burlington;  Matilda,  born  at  Bur- 
lington, April  14,  18G4,  is  the  wife  of  William 
Thienes,  of  Ft.  Madison ;  Frederick,  born  Nov.  1  !>, 
1866;  Emma,  Feb.  9.  1869;  Bertha,  born  Oct.  21, 
1871,  died  Oct.  7,  1872;  Frank,  born  Nov.  20, 
1873;  and  George  Frederick,  Sept.  30,  1875.  The 
younger  members  of  the  family  were  born  in  the 
city  of  Burlington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leicht  were  reared  in  the  Lutheran 
faith.  As  previously  mentioned,  Mr.  Leicht  has 
served  as  Sexton  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years. 
His  long  continued  service  in  that  responsible  po- 
sition is  the  best  i^ossible  assurance  of  his  fidelity 
to  the  duties  entrusted  to  his  care  and  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 
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fl  UGUSTUS  VILLARS  DODGE,  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  is  a   native  of  Missouri,    born 
Jan.  31,  1842,  and  was  the   son    of  Gen. 
J*  Augustus  C.  and  Clara  A.  Dodge.    His  edu- 

cation was  received  in  Paris,  Madrid,  and  at  Rox- 
bury  Latin  School,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  began 
business  with  Hayden  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  later 
being  with  John  H.  Gear,  with  whom  he  was  em- 
ployed as  traveling  salesman. 


In  1868  be  engaged 


in  the  grocery  business  for  himself,  and  in  1871 
formed  a  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Rankin  in  the 
wholesale  produce  and  ice  business. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1873,  at  Fairfield,  lowji, 
Mr.  Dodge  was  united  in  marriage  with  Virginia 
A.  Temple,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  a  daughter  of 
George  D.  and  Sarah  J.  (Thompson)  Temple.  Her 
father  came  to  Burlington,  with  his  parents,  one 
year  prior  to  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Dodge.  Two 
children  graced  this  union — Henry  Temple,  born 
June,  4,  1874,  and  Villars  Atherton,  April  29,  1876, 
Burlington  being  the  birthplace  of  both.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Dodge  occurred  March  25,  1888.  He  was 
highly  educated,  and  a  man  of  literary  tastes  and 
studious  habits,  fond  of  music  and  the  drama.  He 
was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  Knight  of  Pythias, 
and  also  belonged  to  the  Modern  Woodmen.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  Mrs.  Dodge  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


^- 


OBERT  FOSTER,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
(^  at  Kingston.  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Albermarle  County,  Va.,  in  October, 
fc@  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Washington  and  Betsy 
(Hamler)  Foster,  who  were  also  natives  of  Virginia. 
The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  our  subject  was  early 
trained  to  hard  work.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
and  later  he  made  his  first  purch.ase  of  land,  com- 
prising 111  acres,  in  Lewis  County,  Va.,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1850.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  settling  in  Franklin  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land.  After  a  number  of 
j'ears  he  sold  that  farm  and  removed  to  Dodgeville, 
but  after  a  short  residence  there  he  became  the 
owner  of  120  acres  of  land  in  Huron  Township, 
which  continued  to  be  his  home  until  the  spring 
of  1885,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Kings- 
ton, where  he  is  now  living  a  retired  life.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  275  acres  of  finely-improved 
land,  which  he  secured  through  his  own  energy, 
industry  and  good  management. 

Mr.   Foster    was    united    in   marriage   with  Miss 
Edith  Martin,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  daughter 
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of  Isaac  Martin,  also  of  Virginia.  By  this  marriage 
six  children  were  born — Isaac,  now  a  farmer  near 
.Stuart,  Iowa ;  Joseph,  a  locomotive  engineer,  resid- 
ing in  Iflnho;  William,  who  is  also  an  engineer; 
Ellen,  wife  of  Theodore  Ogle,  an  engineer,  whose 
headquarters  are  at  Stuart.  Iowa;  Livena,  wife  of 
Bert  Burcomb,  a  merchant  of  Stuart,  Iowa;  Leona, 
.also  residing  at  Stuart.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren, wIk)  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  died  in  March.  1«72,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight.  In  November,  1877.  Mr.  Foster  was 
again  married,  Keziah  llcnson  liecoming  his  wife. 
Mrs.  Foster  is  a  native  of  Des  .Moines  Count}-,  and 
a  daughter  of  .lonb  Henson.  who  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  county.  In 
1800  Mr.  Foster  went  across  the  plains  to  Pike's 
Peak,  where  he  remained  one  year,  engaging  in  min- 
ing. In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  one  of  the 
highly-respected  citizens  of  this  county. 


<|  l»ILLIAM  FRANKEN,  of  the  firm  of  Will- 
\/iJl/  ''""  Franken  &  Co.,  painters,  and  the 
WW  present  Chief  of  the  Burlington  Fire  De- 
partment, is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  born 
near  Cologne,  Rhenish  Prussia,  June  29,  1845. 
When  but  three  years  of  age  he  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  Peter  and  Mary  (Kueser)  Franken, 
and  his  brothers  .and  sisters,  and  of  these  children 
only  one  besides  himself  is  living — Charles,  who 
wedded  Miss  Mary  .Schmitel,  and  resides  in  Bur- 
lington. The  family  spent  one  year  in  New  York 
City,  and  then  removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where 
the  husband  and  father  died.  In  1 854  Mrs.  Franken 
removed  with  her  children  to  Milwaukee  Wis., 
where  she  was  subsequently  married  to  Gerhard 
Coenenberg,  who  died  in  that  city  in  18G3.  Four 
children  were  born  of  the  second  marri.age,  three  of 
whom  are  living:  Joseph,  the  eldest,  died,  aged 
seventeen  years;  John  married  Miss  Lizzie  Mc- 
Callon,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa;  Robert  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  West;  Lena, 
the  onl}'  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Brune,  of 
Burlington,  Iowa. 

William   Franken  learned  the  painter's  trade  in 
Milwaukee,  came  to   Burlington,    Iowa,    in    1863, 


where  he  pursued  that  occupation  successfully,  and 
in  1882,  formed  the  existing  partnership  witli  H. 
J.  Somers,  under  the  firm  name  of  William  Franken 
&  Co.,  house  and  sign  painters,  at  No.  110  North 
Fifth  street.  This  firm  do  an  extensive  business, 
in  neighboring  towns  as  well  as  in  Burlington,  makes 
paper  hanging  and  graining  a  specialty,  and  gives 
employment  to  fifteen  or  twenty  men.  They  have 
recently  painted  the  Keokuk  Hotel,  of  Keokuk, 
and  the  Santa  Fe  llos|)ilal,  at  F^t.  Madison.  Mr. 
F'ranken  became  identified  with  the  Burlington  Fire 
De])artment  the  same  year  he  came  to  the  city,  in 
1863,  and  was  a  member  of  the  old  Eagle  Com- 
pan}',  under  John  H.  Gear,  as  chief.  In  1872, 
when  the  Department  was  organized  as  paid  com- 
panies he  was  emplo3'ed  as  a  minute-man,  and  served 
as  such  until  1875,  when  he  was  promoted  to  Assist- 
ant Chief.  In  1880  he  was  chosen  Chief,  and  served 
during  that  year  and  the  following  on*'.  He  was 
out  of  office  in  1882,  but  was  re-elected  in  1883, 
which  position  he  has  held  continually  since.  Mr. 
Franken  has  made  a  most  efficient  an<l  popular 
Chief,  and  under  his  management  the  Departnient 
has  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  com- 
munity, for  the  prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of 
arduous  duties. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1873,  Mr.  Fr.anken  was 
united  in  marri.age  at  Burlington,  to  Miss  Martha 
McCallon,  daughter  of  Owen  McCallon,  an  early 
settler  of  Des  Moines  Count}'.  Mrs.  Franken  was 
born  in  Burlington,  and  two  children  have  graced 
their  union,  a  son  and  daughter — Emma,  born  June 
10,  1874.  .and  John  Willi.am,  June  8,  1879.  Mr. 
F'ranken  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  German  Catholic  Church. 
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^l^REENLEAF  C.  NEALLEY,  dece.ased,  a 
III  ,=-,  pioneer  of  1844,  was  born  in  Nottingham, 
^^5!  N.  H.,  Jan.  7,  1810,  and  was  named  for 
Greenleaf  Cilley,  the  husb.and  of  iiis  father's  sister, 
and  the  father  of  two  distinguished  sons — Hon. 
Joseph  Cilley,  formerly  United  States  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  .and  Hon.  Jonathan  Cilley,  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  Maine,  who  was  killed  in  a 
duel  in  Washington.   His  father,  Edward  B.  Nealley, 
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was  born  in  Nottingham  Square,  N.  H.,  Dec.  15, 
1784,  was  a  merchant  in  that  place  and  afterward 
removed  to  Lee,  N.  H.,  where  he  carried  on  the 
same  business  and  there  held  various  local  offices, 
and  was  especially  distinguished  as  a  friend  of  edu- 
cation. In  1809,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Sally  True,  who  was  born  in  Deerfleld,  Oct.  25, 
1789,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  True  of  that 
city.  Mr.  Nealley  was  called  to  his  final  home  in 
Lee,  June  27,  1837,  and  after  his  death  the  family 
removed  to  Northwood,  residing  there  until  Octo- 
ber, 1844,  when  they  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa.  In 
that  city  Mrs.  Nealley  died  Sept.  28,  1850.  Ten 
children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Nealley — Greenleaf  C,  our  subject;  Edward;  Fran- 
ces M.  A.  became  the  wife  of  George  Nealley, 
and  both  are  now  deceased;  Benjamin  F. ;  Jane; 
Joseph  B.,  vvhose  sketch  a])pears  on  another  page  of 
this  work;  Susan  J.,  deceased;  Elizabeth  S.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Burlington,  is  the  widow  of  Hon.  James  W. 
Grimes,  ex-Governor  of  Iowa,  and  United  States 
Senator,  now  deceased;  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Judge 
Cyrus  Ohiey,  of  Jefferson  Countj',  Iowa,  and  who 
afteiward  removed  to  Oregon,  where  he  became 
Judge  of  the  United  States  Court,  and  where  both 
husband  and  wife  and  all  of  their  children  died ; 
Margaret  J.,  who  was  the  youngest  child,  died  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  in  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Greenleaf  C.  Nealley  was  of  the  fifth  generation 
from  William  Nealle\-,  who  was  of  the  Scotch-Irish 
emigration  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  and 
settled  in  Nottingham,  N.  H.,  about  the  year  1725. 
On  his  mother's  side,4ie  was  a  descendant  of  the 
seventh  generation  from  Henry  True,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  come  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Huddersfield,  Yorkshire,  England,  between  1630 
and  1635.  A  deed  is  preserved  which  shows  that 
Henrj'  True  purchased  a  house  in  Salem,  Mass.,  in 
1644.  Deacon  Abraham  True,  the  great-grandson 
of  Henry  True,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Deer- 
field.  N.  H.  In  1 776,  he  was  one  of  the  signers  to  the 
so-called  •'  Association  Test,"  which  was  sent  out 
by  the  Provincial  Government  of  New  Hampshire 
to  ascertain  who  were  in  favor  of  sustaining  the 
Continental  Congress,  in  the  conflict  with  Great 
Britain.  He  was  frugal,  industrious,  honest  and 
pious,  and  kept  "fast  days"  to  thte  letter,  not  eat- 


ing from  sun  to  sun,  but  honestl3'  and  devotedly 
fasted  and  praj'ed.  In  old  age,  he  would  not  give 
up  the  waj's  and  habits  of  living  which  he  followed 
in  earlier  years,  using  wooden  dishes,  plates,  bowls, 
etc.,  to  eat  from.  He  thought  them  a  great  deal 
better  than  pewter  or  earthenware,  and  said  the 
latter  would  wear  out  his  knives  and  forks  too  fast. 
He  was  a  noble  old  Christian,  and  his  children  and 
grandchildren  loved  him  as  he  deserved  to  be  loved. 
His  son  Benjamin  (1760-1806)  was  the  father  of 
Mr.  Nealley's  mother. 

Greenleaf  C.  Nealley  became  the  husband  of 
Martha  H.  Adams,  who  was  horn  in  Gilmanlon,  N. 
IL,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sophia  (Kim- 
ball) Adams.  They  had  no  children  of  their  own, 
but  adopted  a  daughter,  Frances  A.,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Col.  G.  H.  Higby,  a  prominent 
resident  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  they  are  now 
living.  After  spending  a  few  years  of  early  man- 
hood as  a  merchant  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  Mr.  Nealley  removed  to  Burlington,  and  there 
made  his  home  for  fortj'  years,  and  until  his  decease. 
Upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1837,  he  immedi- 
ately returned  to  New  Hamphire,  .settled  the  estate, 
and  removed  the  family  to  Northwood,  which  he 
improved  and  made  beautiful  during  the  five  j'ears 
of  their  residence  in  that  town.  His  own  sojourn 
in  the  West  had  endeai-ed  this  section  of  the  country 
to  him,  and  he  confidently  anticipated  its  growth 
and  prosperity.  He  advised  the  removal  of  his 
mother's  family  tt)  Iowa,  and  brought  them  here  in 
1844.  He  took  the  most  tender  care  of  his  mother 
until  her  death,  Dec.  28,  1850,  and  was  as  a  kind 
father  to  the  brother  and  sisters  who  remained  in 
the  family.  Here  Mr.  Nealley  established  himself 
in  the  nursery  business,  and  from  the  bare  and  un- 
adorned prairie,  his  taste  and  industry,  his  enter- 
prise and  skill,  evolved  loveliness,  beaut}',  order, 
symmetry'  and  gladness,  and  made  the  wilderness  to 
bud  and  blossom  as  the  I'ose.  Shrubs  and  flowers 
of  every  variety,  trees  of  the  forest  and  of  the 
orchard  in  numbers  beyond  number,  and  brilliant 
exotics  of  every  clime  enriched  the  landscape  around 
him  with  elegance  and  fruitage;  and  thousands  of 
homes,  gardens  and  fields  throughout  this  region, 
and  over  Iowa  and  the  Northwest,  have  shared  in 
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tlie  beneficent  results   of   his  assiduous  labor  and 
care. 

As  a  business  man  and  a  citizen,  Greenleaf  C. 
Nealley  bore  an  unlileniished  reputation,  and  his 
death,  wliich  occurred  June  5.  1878.  was  sincerely 
mourned  by  a  larj^e  circle  of  friends,  to  whom  he 
was  endeared  by  his  many  excellent  qualities.  His 
widow  still  resides  in  the  elegant  family  home  in 
Burlington,  and  is  widely  known  for  her  many  deeds 
of  benevolence  and  Christian  charity. 
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,  EV.  THOMAS  J.  MYERS,  Presiding  Elder  of 
Burlington  District,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  was  born  in  Warren  Co.,  near  La 
^^Fayette,  Ind.,  June  7,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of 
Reuben  and  Sally  (Moore)  Myers,  the  father  born 
in  Maryland,  March,  29,  1815,  of  German  parent- 
age, and  the  mother  near  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  family  emigrated  to 
Iowa  in  May,  1843,  locating  in  Washington  Town- 
ship, Wapello  County,  where  the  parents  still  reside. 
Mr.  Myers,  Sr.,  is  both  a  farmer  and  local  preacher, 
and  is  a  highly-respected  citizen  of  that  township. 

Our  subject  took  an  academic  course  at  the  Ash- 
land Seminary,  and  entered  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
Universitj'  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  remaining  there  until 
his  studies  were  interrupted  bj'  the  breaking  out  of 
the  late  war  and  his  enlistment  in  the  service.  On 
the  13th  of  June,  1861,  he  became  a  member  of 
Company  I,  1st  Iowa  Cavahy,  under  Col.  Fitz- 
Henry  Warren,  was  promoted  to  First  Duty  Ser- 
geant, .and  served  until  he  was  mustered  out,  Sept. 
9,  1864.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Black 
Water,  Silver  Creek,  Chalk  Bluff  and  Pr.airie  Grove, 
Mo.,  Baj'ou  Metre  and  the  capture  of  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  He  w.as  peculiarly  fortunate  in  escaping  in- 
jury and  preserving  his  health,  and  was  always 
ready  for  duty. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Myers  pursued  a 
course  of  theological  study  at  the  Garrett  Biblical 
Institute  at  Evanstou,  111.,  for  two  years,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Iowa  Methodist  Episcopal  Confer- 
ence in  the  fall  of  1869,  being  ordained  Deacon  in 
1871    and  Elder  in   1873.     His  first  charge  was  at 


New  Sharon,  his  next  at  Otley,  then  Belle  Fountain, 
after  which  cameKirkville,  Kossuth,  Danville,  South 
Burlington,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  fourth  year 
as  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Burlington  District.  At 
the  last  Annual  Conference,  in  1 887,  he  was  elected 
Reserve  Delegate  to  the  Gener.al  Conference  to  be 
held  in  New  York  City  in   1888. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1869,  in  Knox  Coiuitj', 
111.,  Mr.  Myers  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Eliza  J.  Morrison,  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet 
Morrison.  She  was  born  at  Senecaville,  Guernse}' 
Co.,  Ohio.  Four  children  grace  their  union,  three 
sons  and  a  daughter:  Edward  M.,  born  May  16, 
1872,  in  Marion  County.  Iowa;  Mary  L.,  born  in 
Miih.aska  County,  Iowa,  Feb.  10,  1874;  Clmrles  H., 
born  in  Des  Moines,  Count3',  Jan.  22,  1880;  and 
John  ¥.,  born  .Jan.  10,  1882.  Mr.  Myers  has  now 
been  in  the  ministry  nineteen  3-ears,  during  which 
time  he  has  worked  with  zeal  and  ability  in  his  holy 
calling,  and  has  won  a  foremost  place  in  the  Confer- 
ence with  which  he  has  been  connected  so  many 
years. 


W;ILLIAM  GREGG,  a  retired  farmer.  Only 
a  few  of  the  pioneers  are  left  in  Danville 
Townshiji  who  have  been  residents  of  the 
county  for  thirty  years,  but  among  the  rare  in- 
stances we  i)resent  the  sketch  of  William  Gregg, 
who  has  grown  to  manhood,  and  has  from  bo_yhood 
been  identified  with  all  the  business,  the  growth, 
the  prosperity  and  social  world  around  him.  In 
speaking  of  the  family  we  mention  the  fact  that  the 
grandfather,  William  Gregg,  Sr.,  was  of  Welsh  an- 
ccstrj^,  but  possibly  was  born  in  America.  In  the 
sketch  of  Azariah  Gregg  we  give  a  more  complete 
history  of  th.at  personage.  William  Gregg,  Sr., 
married  Sarah  Smith,  probably  in  Greene  County, 
Pa.,  .as  their  first  child,  William,  was  born  there. 
By  trade  William  Gregg,  Sr.,  was  a  blacksmith,  and 
for  years  operated  a  smithy  in  Greene  County.  His 
two  eldest  sons  also  learned  the  trade,  the  one 
mentioned  and  Benjamin  S.  Eight  children  were 
reared:  William  married  Margaret  Eckles,  and  after 
her  death  Mrs.  Sarah  Bourne;  Benjamin   S.,  father 
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of  our  subject,  wedded  Melissa  Boner,  Dec.  27, 
1832;  Marj'  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Shepherd; 
Azariah,  a  prominent  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
elsewhere,  married  for  his  first  wife  Frances  Red- 
ding, and  Mrs.  Marietta  (Bowman)  Allison  became 
his  second  wife;  Morgan  wedded  Priscilla  Eckles; 
Melissa  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Allison;  John 
M.  wedded  Emily  Boner;  and  James  became  the 
husband  of  Lizzie  Bioss.  All,  with  the  exception 
of  Morgan,  have  made  homes  in  this  county  and 
are  well  known  to  most  of  the  early  settlers.  Tlie 
grandfather  of  our  subject  died  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  widow  removed  to  this  count}',  where  for 
several  years  prior  to  her  death  she  made  her  home 
with  her  youngest  son. 

Benjamin  S.  Gregg  was  born  June  13,  1805,  in 
Carmichael,  Greene  Co.,  Pa.  He  was  married  in 
Virginia,  Dec.  27.  1832,  to  Melissa  Boner,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  S.arah  (Reeves)  Boner,  the  former 
of  Irish  parentage.  The  maiden  name  of  Sarah 
Reeves'  mother  was  Lj'dia  Manning,  whose  mother 
was  Amelia  Colem.an,  a  daughter  of  Mar}'  Coleman. 
We  find  it  impossible  to  give  the  names  of  the  hus- 
bands, all  trace  of  their  genealogy  being  lost.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Benjamin  and  Melissa  Gregg 
in  Virginia — Sarah  J.,  who  married  William  W. 
Delashmutt.  the  second  husband  being  Joseph  H. 
Evans;  Mary  E.,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  our 
subject.  The  family  came  to  Des  Moines  County 
in  the  spring  of  1838,  locating  three  miles  west  of 
Burlington,  where  a  claim  was  purchased  and  after- 
ward entered.  A  small  log  house  had  been  erected 
near  the  center  of  the  tract  of  seventy  acres,  now 
the  property  of  our  subject,  the  title  having  never 
been  vested  in  an)'  other  name.  After  living  in  the 
cabin  for  some  time,  a  more  commodious  house  was 
built,  and  is  yet  standing,  the  propertj'  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Evans.  This  was  one  of  the  first  brick  resi- 
dences in  the  count}^  outside  of  Burlington,  and  the 
bricks  were  made  by  Mr.  Gregg  upon  his  own  land. 
He  purchased  other  lands,  and  at  one  time  owned 
500  acres  in  this  county. 

Mr.  Gregg  was  one  of  the  first  to  organize  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli  in  the  county,  and 
both  himself  and  wife  were  active  members.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  here  he  was  continuously  a  Stew- 
ard and   for  many  3'ears  was   Class-Leader  of  the 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  death  of  Mrs. 
Gregg  occurred  May  31,  1886,  aged  seventy-three, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  by  her  side  on  Oct.  16 
of  the  same  j'ear,  having  reached  his  eight^'-second 
j'ear.  He  was  as  noted  for  hospitality  as  for  be- 
nevolence; was  liberal  in  the  support  of  the  minis- 
try and  contributed  freel3'toall  worthy  institutions. 
The  stranger  found  beneath  his  roof  a  hospitable  wel- 
come. He  was  fond  of  entertaining  his  friends,  and 
especially  was  his  house  the  home  of  the  itinerate 
minister.  A  friend  to  education,  Mr.  Gregg  gave 
liljerally  to  colleges  and  made  strenuous  efforts  and 
great  sacrifices  to  give  his  children  substantial  edu- 
cations. Faithful,  just  and  true,  he  loved  his 
friends,  his  country  and  the  old  flag.  His  sons, 
Boner  and  our  subject,  were  both  soldiers,  the  first 
in  Company  K,  4th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  William  in 
Company  F,  45th  Iowa  Infantry.  When  they  re- 
turned from  the  war  the  stars  and  stripes  still  waved 
proudlj'  over  the  home  of  their  boyhood.  Mr. 
Gregg  was  a  Whig  before  the  war,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  to  aid  in  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can party  in  this  county,  and  never  voted  any  other 
ticket.  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  beloved  and  re- 
spected by  all,  and  we  thus  aid  in  the  perpetuation 
of  his  memory. 

This  worthy  couple  lived  to  celebrate  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary,  and  on  Dec.  27,  1882,  the  old 
mansion  was  the  scene  of  a  famil}-  re-union,  where 
parents,  children,  grandchildren  and  great-grand- 
children sat  down  to  a  feast  in  commemoration  of 
the  wedding  celebrated  fifty  years  before.  The 
maternal  grandmother  of  Benjamin  S.  Gregg.  Lvdia 
(Manning)  Reeves,  was  married  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen and  lived  to  be  one-hundred  and  three  j'ears 
old. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Gregg, 
born  in  this  county,  were  James  B.,  who  married 
Josephine  Mills;  Margaret  V.  became  the  wife  of 
Charles  Hall;  Almira  A.,  wife  of  Henry  Gearhart; 
Ruth  E.  wedded  T.  J.  R.  Ferry ;  Mary,  deceased ; 
John  W.  died  unmarried;  Benjamin  F.  became  the 
husband  of  Alferetta  Lamond,  and,  after  her  death, 
of  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Henderson ;  and  Melissa  C,  who 
died  unmarried. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  14,  1837,  and  from 
the  age  of  one  year   has  resided   in    Des    Moines 
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Count}'.  Here  ho  grew  to  manhood,  anrl  after  re- 
turning from  the  army  took  a  trip  West,  driving  a 
team  of  oxen  across  the  plains,  reaching  Austin, 
Nev.,  in  December,  1865.  Continuing  his  journey 
westward,  and  after  a  short  stay  at  San  Francisco  he 
embarked  on  a  steamer  and  came  home  via  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  landing  at  New  York,  and 
from  thence  by  rail  to  his  Iowa  home,  which  was 
reached  in  180G. 

Mr.  Gregg  was  married,  Feb.  9,  1869,  to  Miss 
Kate  Gorrell,  of  West  Virginia,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Margaret  (Galaway)  Gorrell.  both  na- 
tives of  West  Virginia.  The  Galaways  were  of 
P^nglish  and  the  Gorrells  of  German  ancestry.  Miss 
Gorrell  was  visiting  relatives  in  this  count}'  when 
the  acquaintance  was  formed  with  Mr.  Gregg,  who 
so  eagerly  pressed  his  suit  that  the  wedding  was 
celebrated  before  she  returned  home,  the  wedding 
trip  being  to  the  home  of  her  parents,  both  of  whom 
were  at  that  time  living.  The  fatlier  died  in  his 
sixty-fifth  year,  the  mother  in  her  seventy-first. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living  and  all  are  married  but  one,  the 
eldest,  Joshua.  His  birth  was  succeeded  by  that 
of  Mrs.  Kate  Gregg;  then  Tabilha,  wife  of  David 
Boner;  Maria,  wife  of  Seldon  Craig;  Margaret, 
wife  of  Philip  Sill;  William  A.,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Burkhamer,  in  Virginia;  Jacob,  husband  of 
Adelaide  Flesher;  and  Rachel,  who  wedded  Porter 
Maxwell. 

William  Gregg  and  his  young  wife  began  their 
domestic  life  on  a  farm  in  Pleasant  Grove  Town- 
ship, and  later  made  their  home  with  his  father.  In 
1875  they  removed  to  the  town  of  Danville,  hav- 
ing purchased  a  small  farm  adjoining  the  village. 
Upon  this  a  handsome  residence  was  erected  in 
1886,  the  best  in  Danville  Township.  In  this 
pleasant  home  the  wayfarer  is  entertained  by  a 
cheerful  host  and  kind  hostess.  Their  children, 
both  daughters,  Ruth  and  Fannie,  were  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  Des  Moines  Count}',  and  in  one 
of  the  cosiest  of  homes,  where  books,  music,  and 
everything  which  makes  home  the  most  desirable 
place  on  earth,  their  happiness  is  made  complete. 
Charles  F.  Gregg,  son  of  B.  F.  Gregg,  of  Burling- 
ton, also  finds  here  the  love  and  care  parents  bestow 
upon  their  own  children.     Two  nieces,  the  Misses 


Birdenia  and  Luella  Gearhart,  also  find  a  home  at 
this  hospital  mansion,  where  everything  prevails 
that  is  pleasant,  social  and  moral. 

Mr.  Gregg  is  the  owner  of  much  valuable  real 
estate,  the  homestead  near  Burlington  being  worth 
llOO  per  acre.  Two  hundred  and  two  broad  acres 
pay  tribute  to  his  man.agement,  and  to  the  effo  ts 
of  such  men  DesMoines  County  owes  her  present 
prosperous  condition. 


ENRY  H.  HIGLEY,  was  born  in  Danville 
j  Township,  April  4,  1842,  and  is  the  only  son 
\^  of  Ezra  C.  and  Amanda  A.  (Messenger)  Hig- 
i^^  ley.  He  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father's 
farm,  receiving  such  education  as  the  district  schools 
afforded  in  the  intervals  of  farm  labor,  for  as  he 
was  the  only  son,  he  was  often  obliged  to  stay  away 
from  school  in  order  to  help  his  father.  On  the 
■26th  of  August,  1862,  he  responded  to  his  country's 
call  for  troops,  enlisting  as  a  member  of  Company  E, 
loth  Iowa  Infantry.  He  participated  in  all  the  en- 
gagements of  his  regiment,  including  many  hard- 
fought  battles,  was  with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated 
March  to  the  Sea,  during  all  his  service  never  re- 
ceiving a  wound,  though  for  three  months  he  was 
confined  in  a  hospital  at  Duckport.  Louisiana,  with 
small-pox.  Though  he  recovered  from  this  dreadful 
disease,  his  eyesight  was  very  much  impaired,  and 
has  never  yet  been  fully  restored.  He  also  con- 
tracted other  ailments  from  exposure,  that  will  nat- 
urally affect  his  general  health  through  life,  thus 
unfitting  him  for  his  every-day  duties,  yet  he  only 
receives  the  meagre  sum  of  $4  per  month  as  pension. 
He  received  his  discharge  on  the  5th  of  August, 
1865,  after  three  years'  hard  service. 

Returning  to  his  home  after  receiving  his  dis- 
charge, Mr.  Higley  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the 
29th  of  January,  1866,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Minson, 
the  only  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Eleanor  (Blake- 
way)  Minson,  of  Augusta  Township,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  though  they  emigrated  to 
Iowa  in  1846,  settling  in  Des  Moines  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Higley  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
now  living:  Henry  Franklin,  who  was  born  Aug.  2, 
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KSSO;  and  Pearl  M.,  bom  May  15,  1887.  Three 
other  ehihiren,  daughters,  were  born  to  their  union, 
hut  died  in  childhood. 

In  jjolitical  views,  Mr.  Higley  is  a  Republican, 
and  a  warm  supporter  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln in  1864.  Though  reared  under  the  i-eligious 
instructions  of  the  Congregation.il  Church,  he,  as  is 
also  his  wife,  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  They  are  ranked  among  Des  Moines 
County's  best  citizens,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends. 

«°»  »'^  *  S<-fl-<S »  a'""*°* 

OAUL  GUELICH,  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
)  zeus  of  Burlington,  and  County  Auditor  of 
Des  Moines  Count}',  was  born  in  Daven- 
port, Scott  Co.,  Iowa,  Jan.  10,  1859,  and 
is  a  son  of  Theodore  Guelich,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  came  to  Burlington  in 
1860  with  his  parents,  and  here  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  High  Schools  of  the 
city,  subsequently'  taking  a  course  in  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  year  1877,  and  is  at  present 
Auditor  of  the  County,  serving  his  third  term.  He 
was  a  candidate  for  State  Auditor,  receiving  the 
nomination  in  1886,  but  was  defeated,  as  the  State 
is  so  strongly  Republican.  Paul  Guelich  is  a  young 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  has  secured 
a  prominence  in  the  county  attained  by  few  men  of 
h's  age.  In  the  discharge  of  his  ofttcial  duties,  he 
is  pleasant  and  courteous  to  all,  and  therefore  has 
made  many  friends,  who,  without  respect  to  partyi 
honor  him  for  his  true  worth. 
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IMEON  RUSSELL,  one  of  the  time-hon- 
ored residents  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  the 
seventh  son  of  Christopher  and  Jane  (Bow- 
man) Russell,  who  were  natives  of  Picker- 
ing, Yorkshire,  England,  was  born  in  New  Castle 
County,  Delaware,  Jan.  25,  1825.  Here  he  passed 
the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  on  a  farm.  In  1841 
he  went  to    Maysville,  Ky.,  where  he  learned  the 


trade  of  a  bricklayer.  Returning  to  Wilmington, 
Del.,  in  1845,  he  worked  at  his  trade  at  that  place 
until  1849,  when  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
After  one  j'ear's  residence  there  he  went  to  Mays- 
ville, Ky.  In  the  spring  of  1851  he  decided  to 
come  West,  and  chose  Burhngton  as  the  scene  of 
his  future  home.  His  residence  is  on  North  Sev- 
enth street,  where  he  has  lived  for  thirt}-four 
years. 

The  marriage  of  Simeon  Russell  and  Elizabeth 
Whitaker  took  place  at  the  residence  of  her  parents 
in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  on  Sept.  19,  1854.  Mrs. 
Russell  came  to  America  with  her  parents,  George 
and  Jane  (Wood)  Whitaker,  from  Leeds,  York- 
shire, England,  in  1849, and  to  Burlington  March  3, 
1850. 

Seven  children  have  graced  the  union  of  this 
worthy  couple:  Angela  W.,  who  died  in  1856, 
aged  one  year ;  George  S. ,  residing  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  where  he  is  employed  as  Car  Accountant  by 
the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  and  Northern  Rail- 
road ;  Emma  J.  resides  at  home ;  William  C.  is 
employed  as  operator  and  ticket  agent  for  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  and  Northern  Railroad  at 
Burlington  ;  Clara  E.  and  S  Lillian  are  employed  as 
teachers  in  the  cit^'  schools,  the  former  at  North  Oak 
School  and  the  latter  at  South  Hill  School;  and  John 
B.,  who  died  in  1872.  aged  thirteen  months.  His 
children  received  good  educations  in  the  public 
schools,  four  having  graduated  from  the  Burlington 
High  School. 

Since  coming  to  Burlington  Mr.  Russell  has 
erected  many  of  the  finest  buildings  in  town.  He 
worked  on  the  North  Hill  School,  which  was  the 
first  brick  school-house  in  Burlington.  He  built  the 
Germania,  South  Boundary,  and  Prospect  Hill 
Schools.  In  1855  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church  was  erected  under  his  guidance  and  man- 
agement, and  St.  Paul  Church  during  the  following 
year.  Many  of  the  leading  business  houses  of  the 
city  were  built  by  him,  and  in  no  direction  can  one 
look  without  seeing  grand  buildings  which  stand  as 
testimonials  of  his  skill  and  lal)or.  Among  the 
other  buildings  erected  by  him  and  his  partner, 
Frank  Orm,  is  the  elegant  and  substantial  German 
Bank  Block,  built  in  1885. 

Politically,  Mr.  Russell  is  a  Democrat,  and  though 
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never  soliciting  public  office,  his  skill  won  for  him 
the  position  of  City  Building  Commissioner  during 
the  years  of  1885  and  188G.  Mr.  Russell,  wife  and 
family  attend  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Burling- 
ton, of  which  Mrs.  Russell  has  been  a  member  since 
February,  1854. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Whitaker,  father  and  mother 
of  Mrs.  Russell,  came  from  England  to  America  in 
1849,  and  resided  in  Iowa  till  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  March  26,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  By  his  death  the  State  lost 
one  of  its  best  citizens,  and  the  family  a  kind  and 
loving  father.  Four  weeks  later,  April  23,  1887, 
the  mother,  broken  down  by  her  grief,  was  also 
called  to  her  final  rest,  she,  too,  being  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age  when  her  death  occurred.  Six 
children  of  a  family  of  nine  were  left  to  mourn  this 
double  affliction. 

Christopher  Russell,  fatiier  of  our  subject,  came 
to  America  in  the  cirly  pioneer  days.  He  was 
called  to  his  final  home  in  1847,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  the  unknown 
world  many  years,  dying  in  1826,  when  Simeon  was 
but  a  year  old.  They  reared  a  family  of  seven 
sons. 
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¥^  '^ILLIAM  SALTER,  D.  D.,  is  .an  eminent 
divine,  who  for  foity-two  years  has  served 
as  Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Burlington,  discharging  the  duties  of  his  holy  office 
with  ability  and  fidelity,  and  whose  energy  and 
enterprise  have  been  instrumental  in  promoting  the 
prosperity  and  growth  of  his  congregation,  and  the 
erection  of  the  elegant,  commodious  and  costly 
house  of  worship  of  his  people.  He  is  a  native  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  born  Nov.  17,  1821,  and  his 
father,  William  Frost  Salter,  was  born  at  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  and  was  descended  from  John  Sal- 
ter, a  mariner  who  came  from  Devonshire,  England, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
settled  at  Portsmouth.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Ewen,  was  a  daughter  of  Alexander 
Ewen,  who  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  America 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  early  life   of    our  subject  was  spent  in  his 


native  place  and  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he 
received  his  education,  graduating  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  City  of  New  York  in,  1840.  He  then 
spent  two  years  in  the  Union  Theological  Seminary 
of  New  York  City,  and  one  year  at  the  Theological 
Institution,  at  Andover,  Mass.  After  teaching 
school  awhile  in  South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  he  came 
West,  landing  in  Burlington,  in  October,  1843. 
For  the  next  two  years  he  was  employed  as  a  mis- 
sionary in  Maquoketa,  and  in  Jackson  Count}' 
generally,  and  on  the  15lh  of  March,  1846,  was  in- 
vited to  become  Pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  Burlington.  He  has  remained  here  ever 
since,  a  continuous  pastorate  of  over  forty-two 
years.  On  coming  to  this  city  Mr.  .Salter  found  the 
Church  in  a  weak  condition  numerically,  its  first 
house  of  worship  not  being  completed  until  the 
December  following  his  settlement.  He  at  on(;e 
entered  zealously  upon  his  work,  and  with  love  for 
his  Master  has  toiled  on,  until  to-day  the  Congi-ega- 
tional  Church  of  Burlington  is  one  of  the  strongest 
ill  the  State,  with  a  fine  house  of  worship,  the  whole 
Church  working  together  in  harmony,  its  member- 
ship being  composed  of  the  most  influential  and 
cultivated  people  of  the  city.  Possesse<l  of  more 
than  ordinary  pulpit  talent,  and  with  special  gifts 
as  a  pastor,  he  has  brought  to  his  work  rare  earnest- 
ness and  Christian  consecration. 

In  addition  to  his  regular  ministerial  duties,  Mr. 
Salter  lias  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to  literature. 
In  1863  he  published  '•  Letters  of  Ada  R.  Parker," 
a  volume  of  about  three  hundred  pages,  a  work 
which  is  a  rare  treasure  to  the  friends  of  the  gifted 
lady,  whose  beautiful  Christian  character  is  well 
illustrated  in  this  correspondence.  During  the  late 
war  he  prepared  a  work  entitled  "The  Great  Rebel- 
lion in  the  Light  of  Christianity,"  in  which  he 
spoke  of  the  War  for  the  Union  as  a  necessity  for 
the  life  of  the  Nation,  such  as  Christ  spoke  of  when  he 
said  "  These  things  must  needs  be."  Mr.  Salter 
also  published  a  "Church  Hymn  Book,"  a  very 
excellent  collection  of  hymns  and  tunes,  and  from 
time  to  time  sermons  and  lectures  on  various  sub- 
jects of  public  interest,  all  of  which  exhibit  those 
sober  and  solid  qu.alities  which  have  made  Mr.  Sal- 
ter one  of  the  best  wearing  ministers  of  Iowa.  On 
the  occasion  of  the  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  State 
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Historical  Society,  he  {lelivered  an  address  full  of 
historical  research,  commemorative  of  the  two-hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  Iowa  by 
Marquette  and  Joliet,  June  17,  1673,  which  was 
said  by  a  writer  in  the  "Annals  of  Iowa"  to  have 
been  delivered  in  a  faultless  style  of  oratory,  in  strict 
harmony  with  its  scholastic  composition.  More  re- 
cently ]\Ir.  Salter  prepared  and  published  the  '•  Life 
of  J.  W.  Grimes,"  who  was  Governor  of  Iowa  from 
1854  to  1858.  and  United  States  Senator  from  1859 
to  1869.  The  work  was  published  by  D.  Appleton 
&  Co.,  of  New  York,  in  1  876,  and  is  a  very  valua- 
ble and  interesting  volume.  He  has  also  published 
the  "  Life  of  Gen.  A.  C.  Dodge,"  and  also  the 
"  Life  of  Gov.  James  Clark,"  the  first  Territorial 
Governor  of  Iowa.  A  sermon,  on  the  "  Relation  of 
Labor  to  Capital,"  bj'  Mr.  Salter,  attracted  much 
attention  and  was  largely  circulated  in  pamphlet 
form. 

The  cause  of  education  has  found  in  him  a  warm 
supporter.  He  helped  to  establish  the  Iowa  College 
at  Davenport,  in  1851,  and  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  from  its  organization  to 
1863  inclusive.  The  college  was  about  that  time 
removed  to  Grinnell,  Iowa.  In  1867  be  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the 
Naval  Academy,  at  Annapolis,  Md. 

On  the  25th  day  of  August,  1846,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Dea- 
con E.  P.  and  Mary  (Tufts)  M.ackintire,  of  Charles- 
town,  Mass.  Five  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
of  whom  three  are  living:  Mary  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years;  William  M.,  who  graduated  from 
Knox  College,  Galesburg.  111.,  in  1871,  wedded 
Miss  jNIary  Gibbens,  and  resides  in  Chicago,  where 
he  is  the  lecturer  of  the  Etiiical  Society;  Sumner, 
a  graduate  of  Amherst  College,  married  Miss  Mary 
Turner,  and  resides  at  Atlanta,  Ga..  where  he  is 
a  teacher  of  music  and  voice  culture,  and  organist 
of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South; 
Frederick  died  in  early  childhood;  the  youngest, 
George  B.,  a  twin  brother  of  Frederick,  is  a  com- 
mercial traveler. 

Having  won  his  way  to  in-ominence,  both  in  the 
pulpit  and  in  the  fields  of  literature,  Mr.  Salter  was 
honored,  in  1864,  by  having  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Divinity  conferred  upon  him  bj'  the   University 


of  Iowa.  In  his  religious  views  Dr.  Salter  is  liberal 
and  catholic,  believing  that  among  all  denomina- 
tions there  exists  much  of  truth,  and  that  the  var- 
ious creeds  and  rituals  are  but  means  to  an  end. 
From  his  earliest  recollection  he  was  an  anti-slavery 
man  and  for  many  years  bore  the  reproach  of  being 
called  an  "Abolitionist."  Both  in  his  Church  and 
out  of  it  he  has  shown  himself  a  friend  of  humanity, 
deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  all,  and  full  of 
sj'mpathy  and  kindly  help  for  all  in  need  of  his 
services.  He  has  thus  endeared  himself  to  many 
friends,  and  has  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
all  without  respect  to  their  differences  of  opinion. 

The  many  friends  of  this  eminent  divine  will  be 
pleased  to  see  this  record  of  his  life  and  character 
preserved  in  the  annals  of  the  better  people  of  Des 
Moines  County,  among  whom  he  has  so  long  lived 
and  successfully  labored  in  the  cause  of  that  Master 
whom  he  has  so  faithfully  served.  See  portrait  on 
another  page. 


(F_^  ENRY  BLOOMER,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
•'jl]  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Olden- 
'^  burg,  German}'.  He  was  born  March  5, 
1820,  and  his  parents  were  Henry  and  Mary 
(Meddeck)  Bloomer.  He  is  one  of  six  children,  and 
the  onlj'  surviving  one.  His  earl}'  education  was 
received  in  his  native  country,  and,  according  to 
the  custom,  he  entered  the  military  service,  remain- 
ing therein  the  full  term  of  seven  years.  He  was  in 
the  War  against  Denmark  in  1848,  and  acquitted 
himself  with  honor  in  several  hard-fought  battles. 

Mr.  Bloomer  was  three  times  married ;  first  in 
1847,  to  Miss  Louisa  Sheland,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  one  living.  Henry,  now  in  Texas.  In  1849, 
with  his  young  wife,  he  left  Germany  for  America, 
and  after  remaining  a  short  time  in  St.  Louis,  came 
directly  to  Burlington,  which  place  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  The  city  was  then  but  a  village, 
very  little  business  being  carried  on.  His  supply 
of  money  was  limited  and  matters  began  to  look 
discouraging,  but  having  a  good  constitution  and 
being  willing  to  work,  he  overcame  these  difficulties. 
On  the  1 1  th  day  of  November,  1 849,  his  wife  was 
called  to  her  final  rest,  and  in   1853,  he  was  again 
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married,  Caroline  Kerlecil<  becoming  liis  wife.  Two 
cliilfhen  were  horn  of  tills  union,  one  of  whom  is 
living — Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Martin  Karver,  of 
Burlington.  His  second  wife  died  in  185C,  and  he 
was  again  married,  in  May,  1 860,  to  Mrs.  Caroline 
Karver,  widow  of  Anton  Karver.  She  had  two  chil- 
dren by  her  first  marriage— Henrj',  of  Burlington, 
and  Anton,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Seven  children 
graced  the  third  union — William,  general  delivery 
clerk  at  the  postoflicc  in  Burlington;  Anna,  Clara; 
George,  deceased ;  Lena,  John  and  Minnie. 

Mr.  Bloomer  has  alwa^'s  been  a  hard-working 
man.  After  coming  to  Burlington,  he  was  employed 
for  thirteen  years  by  Mr.  Coolbaugh,  and  in  the 
service  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  for  seventeen  j'ears, 
subsequently  working  for  Mr.  Bell.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  he  has  ever  been  faithful,  and 
while  classed  among  those  in  the  humbler  walks 
of  life,  he  yet  numbers  among  his  friends  many 
who  have  been  more  fortunate  in  a  financial  way 
and  few  stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the 
general  public.  The  family  are  consistent  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church. 


\ip^ATHAN  J.  BURT,  of  the  firm  of  N.  J.  Burt 
I  jjj  &  Co.,  wholesale  seedsmen,  of  Burlington, 
\V\Mi)  Iowa,  was  born  in  La  Fayette,  Tippecanoe 
Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  9,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Edgar  M. 
and  Minerva  E.  (Jackson)  Burt.  When  fifteen 
j^ears  of  age,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  where  he  completed  his  education,  and  then 
entered  a  drug-store  in  that  city,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed until  he  reached  his  majority,  in  18G8,  and 
then  came  to  Burlington,  engaging  in  the  wholesale 
seed  business  with  his  father,  which  they  have  car- 
ried on  continously  since  with  marked  success. 

In  Oxford,  Ohio,  in  1874,  Mr.  Burt  wedded  Miss 
B.  Florence  Sigerson,  daughter  of  Wallace  and 
Anna  Maria  Sigerson.  Mrs.  Burt  is  a  member  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Burlington,  and 
is  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Two  children 
were  born  of  their  union,  a  son  and  a  daughter — 
Nathan  S.  and  Ethel  E.,  both  born  at  Burlington. 
Mr.  Burt  is  an  uncompromising  Republican  in  pol- 
itics.    He    is   a    prominent   member  of   the  order 
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of  Knights  of  Pythi.as,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs 
in  Friendship  Lodge,  No.  11,  and  has  also  held  the 
oflSce  of  Grand  Master  of  Exchequer  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  for  a  number  of  terms. 
Afterward,  by  his  instrumentality,  Flint  Hills  Lodge, 
No.  39,  was  organized.  In  all  the  relations  of  life, 
both  social  and  business,  Mr.  Burt  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem.  In  business  circles,  he  is  admired 
for  his  prompt,  energetic  and  relial>le  methods,  and 
his  unswerving  integritj',  qualifications  on  which  he 
has  built  a  successful  career  as  a  merchant,  and 
which  have  won  for  him  a  foremost  pl.ace  among 
the  business  men  of  Burlington. 


5^  DWARD  McKITTERICK,  Vice  President 
of  the  German-American  Mutual  Life  Asso- 
■^  elation  of  Burlington,  was  born  in  Counts- 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1830,  his  parents,  John  and 
Maria  (Jones)  McKitterick,  being  of  Scotch  and 
Irish  descent.  They  were  reared  in  the  Protestant 
faith  and  were  stanch  supporters  of  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Edward  McKitterick  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  received  a  liberal  education.  When  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  alone, 
his  destination  being  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  he 
had  relatives  living,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
that  city  he  secured  employment  as  si  clerk  in  a 
china  store,  where  he  became  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  that  business.  Deciding  to  make  the  West 
the  scene  of  his  future  operations  -Mr.  McKitterick 
located  in  Burlington  in  1854,  and  opened  the  first 
china  store  in  the  city,  in  com[>any  with  a  gentle- 
man by  the  name  of  Miller,  under  the  firm  name  of 
McKitterick  &  Miller.  The  business  was  continued 
in  this  manner  until  1867,  when  J.  C.  McKell  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Miller,  the  firm  name  being 
changed  to  McKitterick  &  McKell,  but  later  the 
latter  named  gentleman  sold  his  interest  and  retired 
from  business.  Mr.  McKitterick  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Merchants'  National  Bank 
of  Burlington,  being  Cashier  of  that  institution  for 
seven  years.  He  was  appointed  Receiver  of  the 
Burlington  &  Southwestern  Railroad,  which  busi- 
ness he  conducted  with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 
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For  several  j'ears  past  lie  has  been  identified  with 
the  insurance  business  of  Burlington,  and  in  1887 
planned  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Ger- 
man-American Mutual  Life  Association,  and  was 
made  Vice  President  and  general  business  manager. 

Politically,  Mr.  McKittericli  is  a  Democrat  of  the 
Douglas  stripe,  and  in  187G  was  a  delegate  to  the 
National  Convention  at  St.  Louis  and  assisted  in 
the  nomination  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  educational  matters, 
and  deserves  as  much  ciedit  for  the  high  standing 
of  the  city  schools  as  any  man  in  Burlington.  Asa 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  belongs  to  Des 
Moines  Lodge,  No.  1,  and  served  as  Master,  sev- 
eral times  representing  the  organization  in  the 
Grand  Lodge.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Iowa  Chap- 
ter, No.  1,  R.  A.  M. 

Mr.  McKitterick  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Mary  Creighton  Massie,  whom 
he  married  Aug.  27,  1850,  by  wliom  he  had  seven 
cliildren,  viz:  William,  Alice,  .John,  Nathaniel,  Ma- 
ria, ISLary  and  Belinda.  For  liis  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sally  B.  Massie,  Aug.  26,  1867,  a  sister  to 
his  first  wife  and  both  daughters  of  Natlianiel  Mas- 
sie, of  Ohio.  By  the  last  marriage  there  were  three 
children,  viz:  Edward,  Learner  and  Thomas.  Na- 
thaniel is  a  graduate  of  Rusii  Medical  College,  and 
is  now  in  Government  employment  as  physician 
among  the  Sisseton  Lidians,  of  Dakota.  Mr.  Mc- 
Kitterick has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
development  and  business  enterprises  of  Burling- 
ton, and  is  among  its  most  highly-esteemed  citizens. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


likM  OSES  W.  ROBINSON,  Roadmaster  for  the 
Keokuk  and  Quincy  branches  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  since 
March.  1887,  began  railroading  when  seven- 
teen years  of  age  with  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
road,  now  incorporated  into  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy.  He  served  as  brakesman  on  freight  trains 
between  Burlington  and  Ottumwa,  was  promoted  to 
conductor  in  October,  1877.  was  made  extra  pas- 
senger conductor  and  served  in  that  capacity  until 


March,  1887,  when  he  was  appointed  to  his  present 
position.  Mr.  Robinson  is  a  native  of  the  Hawk- 
eye  State,  and  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in  Dan- 
ville Township,  Des  Moines  County,  March  22, 1 853. 
His  parents,  Robert  and  Frances  (Brown)  Robinson, 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  county,  and 
their  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  received  his 
education  in  the  district  sciiools,  when  seventeen 
years  of  age  began  railroading,  as  before  mentioned, 
and  on  the  25th  of  June.  1884,  in  Burlington,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lillian  M.  Garrison. 
Mrs.  Robinson  was  born  in  Louisiana,  Mo.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  Garrison.  One  child  was  born 
of  their  union,  a  daughter,  Bessie,  who  was  born  in 
this  city.  In  politics  Mr.  Robinson  is  a  Democrat. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  South  Hill  Baptist 
Church.  Mr.  Robinson  is  an  efficient  and  faithful 
officer,  and  deserves  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
his  superior  officers,  as  well  as  the  respect  and  good 
will  of  all  with  whom  business  or  pleasure  brings 
him  in  contact.  He  did  good  service  during  the 
late  strike  in  February,  1888,  by  .aiding  the  manage- 
ment of  the  road  in  keeping  lines  under  his  care  in 
operation. 


"Sf,  UDGE  GEORGE  ROBERTSON  was  born  in 
Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  May  9,  1831,  and 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  Tran- 
sylvania College,  in  his  native  State,  in  the 
spring  of  1854.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  came 
to  Burlington  and  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. Two  years  later  he  was  joined  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Belle  Henry,  a  daughter  of  l)i: 
John  F.  Heiny,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  By  this  union  there  were  three  children, 
two  daughters  and  a  son — Belle,  Julia  and  George. 
Judge  Robertson  was  in  many  ways  a  valuable 
citizen.  Endowed  with  a  high  sense  of  honesty  and 
integrity,  splendidly  equipped  by  education  to  take 
rank  among  men,  possessing  fine  social  qualities  and 
the  natural  instincts  of  a  gentleman,  he  gained  and 
maintained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  associates  in  the  professional  business 
and  official  walks  of  life.     He  was  always  interested 
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in  the  growth  .and  development  of  the  city,  and  in 
public  affairs  his  counsel  was  frequently  sought. 
He  was  elected  Mayor  of  Burlington  in  1872,  on  an 
independent  ticket,  serving  two  years,  and  when 
relieved  of  this  honor  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  serving  as  Chairman  of  that 
body.  In  the  spring  of  1882  he  was  again  called  to 
serve  his  fellovv-citizens,  being  elected  by  a  large 
majority  as  one  of  the  Aldermen-at-Iarge,  which 
office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Sept.  6,  1884. 
By  the  death  of  Judge  Robertson,  Burlington  lost 
one  of  its  most  esteemed  citizens,  society  a  Chris- 
tian gentleman  and  his  family  a  loving  husband  and 
father. 

At  a  bar  meeting  held  at  the  court-house  to  pay 
their  respects  to  the  niemor}'  of  their  late  deceased 
brother,  Judge  P.  Henry  Sraj'th  was  chosen  Chair- 
man, and  Will  R.  Mooney,  Secretar}-.  On  motion 
of  B.  J.  Hall,  a  committee  of  three  on  resolutions 
was  appointed  by  the  Chair,  consisting  of  B.  J.  Hall, 
S.  K.  Tracy  and  C.  L.  Poor,  which  reported  tlie 
following: 

'■'■Be  it  resolved  by  the  bar  of  Des  Moines  County, 
That  it  is  with  profound  sorrow  tliat  we  have  heard 
of  the  death  of  our  brother,  George  Robertson, 
who,  after  a  long  and  weary  illness  of  several  months, 
which  he  endured  with  patience  and  Christian  for- 
titude, departed  this  life  on  the  early  morning  of 
Saturday,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1884,  in  the 
fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

^'Resolved,  In  his  death  the  bar  has  lost  an  esti- 
mable and  amiable  friend,  and  an  earnest  and  pro- 
found lawyer;  that  society  has  lost  a  worthy  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  his  family  a  most  kind 
and  affectionate  husband  and  father;  and  that  to 
his  bereaved  widow  and  children  we  extend  our 
most  sincere  and  heart-felt  condolence  in  their  great 
affliction. 

'■'■liesoloed.  That  the  Chairman  of  liiis  meeting  be 
requested  to  present  copies  of  these  resolutions  to 
both  district  and  circuit  courts  at  their  next  session, 
to  be  spread  upon  the  records,  and  that  a  copy  be 
sent  the  widow  of  the  deceased." 

After  the  reading  and  adoption  of  the  resolutions, 
S.  K.  Tracy  arose  and  said:  "I  take  sad  pleasure  in 
saying  a  few  words  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
my  friend,   George    Robertson;   and    who  that   has 


formed  his  acquaintance  would  not  do  as  much.' 
As  a  student  under  his  teachings,  as  an  acquaintance 
and  .associate  with  him  at  the  bar.  I  do  not  remem- 
l)er  to  have  heard  a  harsh  word  spoken  of  him.  His 
life  was  singularly  marked  with  an  absence  of  mal- 
ice toward  his  fellow-men.  Asa  husband  and  father 
he  was  an  exemplar.  As  a  lawyer  he  did  not  seek 
so  much  the  combats  of  the  court  room,  but  rather 
preferred  the  better  part  of  our  profession,  that  of 
a  student  and  counselor.  He  was  a  man  incapable 
of  fraud,  and  whose  every  movement  seemed  gov- 
erned by  principle.  If  our  professional  life  is  char- 
acterized with  the  honor  that  now  lights  back  upon 
his  path,  then  indeed  will  we  have  done  our  duty 
as  citizens  and  lawyers." 

D.  Y.  Overton  then  spoke  as  follows:  "Again 
has  deatii  entered  our  diminishing  circle  and  taken 
an  honored  member  of  the  Des  Moines  bar.  He 
whom  we  mourn  was  one  of  those  who  inherited 
from  his  sturdy,  Scotch  ancestry,  a  singleness  of 
purpose  and  purity  of  aim  in  life,  tiiat  led  him  to 
look  more  to  the  uprightness  of  his  heart  than  to 
any  mere  success.  He  was  first  of  all  a  good  man, 
strong  in  the  faith  of  a  pious  ancestry,  who  before 
him  had  sung  the  psalms  of  David  on  the  fells  and 
on  the  moors  of  Auld  Scotia.  He  imbibed  with 
his  early  teaching  some  of  that  sublime  faith  and 
acted  it  out  in  his  life.  He  knew  a  good  name  w.as 
rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches,  and  loving 
favor  than  silver  and  gold.  He  died  as  he  had 
lived,  a  consistent  Christian,  and  that  faith  that  he 
professed  he  exemplified  in  life.  His  daily  walks 
with  us  were  truly  of  peace,  gentleness,  goodness, 
faith,  meekness  and  temperance,  against  which  there 
is  no  law.  Well  might  the  heathen  prophet  say: 
'Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my 
last  end  be  like  his.'  " 

Several  others  made  remarks  in  testimony  of  his 
good  standing,  and  Judge  P.  Henry  Smyth  said  he 
could  not,  as  Chairman  of  the  meeting,  close  it 
without  s.aying  a  word  in  pr.aise  of  his  friend,  now 
gone  from  earth  forever.  That  his  example  was  so 
worthy  of  emluation  in  certain  p.articulars,  that  he 
could  not  but  refer  to  it  with  those  that  had  pre- 
ceded; that  Mr.  Robertson  was  full  of  pride  for 
his  chosen  profession,  and  looked  upon  it  as  an  or- 
ganized   body   for  the   guarantee   of   the    [leople's 
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liberties  and  tlie  protection  of  their  rights;  that, 
ratl)er  than  tlie  grasping  of  fees  and  tlie  provoliing 
of  litigation,  he  regarded  tlie  lawyer  very  much, 
in  dignity  and  importance,  as  he  did  the  court 
or  an  officer  of  the  court,  and  one  who  should 
lie  above  all  tricks  or  dishonesty  of  any  kind.  The 
speaker  said  in  all  his  experience  he  never  knew 
the  deceased  to  have  a  wrangle  with  a  brother  at- 
torney, be  charged  with  misplacing  papers,  or  try- 
ing to  take  undue  advantage  of  attorney's  clients 
or  with  witnesses.  The  Judge  was  earnest  and  elo- 
quent in  his  praise  of  the  deceased,  and  closed,  im- 
pressing upon  the  bar  the  full  measure  of  the 
lessons  of  the  life  of  Judge  Robertson. 

These  brief  extracts  from  the  testimony  given 
1)3'  his  brother  members  of  the  Des  Moines  bar, 
show  the  estimation  put  upon  his  public  character 
by  those  who  were  brought  into  the  closest  contact 
with  him.  In  his  private  life  he  was  no  less  re- 
spected, and  in  the  domestic  circle  he  Avas  heartily 
loved  for  the  man}'  manly  and  kindly  qualities 
which  go  to  make  the  perfect  gentleman.  He  was 
mourned  sincerel}',  and  tlie  example  of  his  upright 
and  useful  life  is  left  as  a  priceless  heritage  to  those 
who  survive  him. 

ifSA  ROBINSON,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
residing  on  section  31,  Flint  River  Town- 
ill  ship,  is  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Des 
Moines  County,  coming  to  this  count}'  in 
1844,  when  the  country  was  almost  an  unbroken 
wilderness,  and  the  settlements  were  few  and  far 
between.  lie  was  born  in  Dorchester  County,  Md., 
in  1811,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Leah  (Brad- 
ley) Robinson,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  State. 
They  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children,  only  two 
of  whom  are  now  living:  Perry  H.,  a  farmer  of 
Chautauqua  Count}',  Kan.,  and  our  subject.  Both 
parents  died  upon  the  old  home  farm,  the  father  in 
1816,  the  mother  some  years  later.  Our  subject  re- 
mained in  his  native  county  until  eighteen  years  of 
age  and  there  his  education  was  paitly  obtained. 
Going  to  Jefferson  County,  Ky.,  in  1829,  he  there 
engaged  as  a  farm-hand  for  three  years  and  then 
returned    to  his   native  State,  remaining   eighteen    I 


months,  when  he  went  to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio, 
making  that  his  home  for  ten  years.  While  in  that 
county  Mr.  Robinson  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  some  time.  He  was  there 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Butler,  who 
was  born  in  New  York,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
H.and  Eunice  (Giddings)  Butler,  who  were  natives 
of  Vermont.  The  mother  died  in  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1818.  the  father  in  184!),  and  both  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian   Chui-ch. 

In  1841  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  left  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  going  to  Dallas  City,  Hancock  Co., 
111.,  where  he  again  followed  the  carpenter's  trade 
for  three  years,  and  then  removed  to  Des  Moines 
County,  locating  in  Flint  River  Township.  After 
following  his  traile  for  six  ye.ars,  Mr.  Robinson 
there  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  31, 
where  he  still  resides,  and  since  that  time  has  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  now  owns  sixty-five  acres,  and 
all  the  improvements  upon  the  farm  have  been 
placed  there  by  his  own  labor.  Even  the  trees  that 
now  spread  forth  their  foli.age  over  the  once  wild 
prairie  were  all  planted  by  Mr.  Robinson  and  his 
most  estimable  wife. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Mary  A.  became  the  wife  of  William  Clarke, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children,  Edith  M.  and 
Mattie  M. ;  and  Amanda  J.,  wife  of  D.  C.  Rock,  a 
farmer  of  Lamar  County,  Texas.  One  child  graces 
this  union,  M.abel  B.  On  the  26th  of  July,  1883, 
Mrs.  Robinson  was  called  to  her  final  home.  She 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  took  great  interest  in  all  Church  work.  For  a 
number  of  years  Mr.  Robinson  has  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  his  influence  has  al- 
ways been  given  for  the  strict  enforcement  of  the 
prohibition  laws.  As  a  neighbor,  a  friend  and  an 
honored  citizen,  no  one  more  truly  deserves  the  re- 
spect of  all  than  our  subject. 


^/OIIN  BURKHOLDER,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Des  Moines  County,  residing  on  section 
34,  Benton  Township,  is  a  native  of  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  on  the  18th 
of  February,  1813.  His  parents,  Christopher  and 
Mary  (Gordon)   Burkholder,  were  also   natives  of 
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Pennsylvania.  The}'  reared  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  wliom  our  subject  was  the  eldest;  Eliza,  the 
second  child,  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Du  Herst,  of 
Baltimore,  Md. ;  James,  whose  whereabouts  are  un- 
known; Mary,  wife  of  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ;  Daniel,  a  machinist,  also  of  Brooklyn.  The 
father  of  these  children  was  a  millwright  by  trade, 
but  in  connection  with  that  occupation  also  engaged 
in  farming. 

The  family  being  in  limited  circumstances,  John 
Burkholder  was  early  compelled  to  labor.  When 
but  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  he  began  working  in  a 
cotton  factory,  where  he  remained  five  years,  and 
later  went  to  York,  Pa.,  there  serving  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  stone-mason's  trade,  which  occupation 
he  has  followed  throughout  his  entire  life  in  con- 
nection with  farming.  In  1836,  he  left  home  and 
went  to  the  .Sunny  .South,  settling  in  Natchez,  Miss., 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  on  public  buildings 
until  February  of  the  following  jear,  then  purchas- 
ing two  flatboats,  and  loading  them  with  sand,  he 
floated  them  down  tlie  river  to  New  Orleans,  sold 
his  sand,  and,  purchasing  a  full  su|)ply  of  cloth- 
ing, took  passage  on  the  steamboat  "  Fancy."  While 
making  the  voyage  up  the  river,  the  boat  took  fire 
and  was  burned,  destroying  all  his  money  and 
clothes,  leaving  him  entirely  penniless,  his  only  re- 
maining possession  being  a  watch,  which  he  sold  to 
paj'  his  passage  to  Burlington  on  another  boat.  On 
the  18th  of  April,  1837,  he  lauded  in  Des  Moines 
County,  and  engaged  with  Gen.  Hight  to  clear  off 
land,  being  employed  for  three  months  at  81  per 
day,  though  he  never  received  all  of  his  pay.  Mr. 
Burkholder's  first  purchase  of  land  in  Des  Moines 
County  consisted  of  120  acres,  which  he  afterward 
entered,  borrowing  the  money  (|!100)  to  pay  for  it, 
giving  25  per  cent,  interest.  This  farm  was  on  sec- 
tion 27,  Benton  Township. 

In  May,  1847,  Mr.  Burkholder  and  Catherine  W. 
Ingram  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Burkholder 
is  a  native  of  Virginia  and  a  daughter  of  Arthur 
and  Sarah  (Ankiam)  Ingram,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  who  came  to  Des  Moines  Count}' 
in  1835,  settling  west  of  Burlington.  The  young 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  on 
section  27,  Benton  Township,  which  Mr.  Burkholder 
\r  had    previously    ]Hirchased.     In   1841,   he  went  to 


Iowa  City  and  worked  on  the  first  State  House,  and 
also  was  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  Court 
House  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  which  was  the  first  one  built 
in  Iowa.  In  the  spring  of  1 849,  shortly  after  gold  was 
discovered  in  California,  equipped  with  ox-teams, 
Mr.  Burkholder  in  company  with  A.  W.  Gordon 
and  Carrolton  Hughes,  made  an  overland  trip  to 
that  Territory,  the  journey  lasting  from  the  5th  of 
April  to  the  22d  of  August.  He  remained  in  that 
country  two  years,  engaged  in  mining,  and  was 
reasonably'  successful,  returning  home  in  1851  by 
water,  making  the  trip  bj-  way  of  New  Orleans  and 
the  Mississippi  River.  After  his  return  home,  Mr. 
Burkholder  engaged  in  the  stock  business  for  a  few 
months,  but  soon  sold  out,  and  has  since  carried  on 
farming,  in  connection  with  which  he  has  worked  at 
his  trade.  He  now  owns  140  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion  34.  Benton  Township,  where  he  has  resided 
since  1857.  In  1854,  a  destructive  fire  occurred, 
his  house  being  completel}'  consumed,  but  with 
characteristic  energy  he  at  once  set  to  work  to  make 
good  his  loss. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burkholder  have  reared  a  family  of 
seven  children — Frank  G.,  who  has  control  of  the 
home  farm ;  Amanda,  wife  of  William  Kellogg,  of 
Hall  County,  Neb. ;  John  J.,  a  resident  of  Hall 
Count}',  Neb.;  Eliza,  wife  of  John  F.  Walker,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Benton  Township;  James  P., 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Keokuk  Countyi 
Iowa;  William  and  Kate,  both  residing  at  home. 
Mrs.  Burkholder  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Burk- 
holder is  a  Democrat,  though  very  liberal.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  past  ten  j'ears,  and  is  the  present  incumbent. 
For  four  years,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  when  there  was  one  from  each  town- 
ship, and  was  County  Assesssor  when  one  man  had 
control  of  the  whole  county.  He  always  took  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  being  one  of 
the  earl}'  pioneers  has  done  much  for  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  county.  When  he  first  became  one  of  its 
residents,  Des  Moines  County  formed  a  part  of  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  and  the  now  populous  city 
of  Burlington  vvas  but  a  little  village.  Where  the 
railroads  now  cross  the  country,  before  were  Indian 
trails,  and  the  finely  cultivated  farms  for  which  the 
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comity  is  so  noted  were  tlien  unbroken  prairies. 
In  all  the  work  of  civilization  and  progress  which 
has  been  carried  on,  Mr.  Burkholder  has  ahvays 
done  his  part,  and  as  a  citizen  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  in  the  community. 


ENRY  E WINGER,  steam  and  gas  fitter,  215 
and  217  Washington  street,  deserves  more 
than  a  passing  notice  among  the  business 
men  and  respected  citizens  of  Burlington. 
He  was  born  in  Rliein,  Bavaria,  Feb.  20,  1827.  and 
there  grew  to  manhood.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  machinist  in  Ger- 
many, his  native  land.  A  thorough  understanding 
of  the  liusiness  is  indispensable  in  the  old  coun- 
tries, and  so  every  job  preformed  by  him,  or  under 
his  supervision,  is  complete  and  satisfactory  in 
every  respect. 

Mr.  Ewinger  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Kate  Burg,  also  a  native  of  Rhein,  Bavaria,  in  1852. 
In  the  fall  of  1853,  with  his  young  wife  and  child, 
he  left  his  native  land,  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic, 
and  landed  in  New  Orleans.  Going  by  steamer  up 
the  Mississippi,  he  reached  Burlington  with  $60  in 
his  pocket.  Not  securing  work  in  a  machine  shop, 
he  engaged  in  laying  rails  on  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad,  which  was  then  being  built 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  In  the  spring  of  1 864 
he  was  employed  in  the  machine  shop  of  Rentz  & 
Bradley,  until  1858.  after  which  he  took  charge  of 
the  stationary  engine  in  a  flour  mill,  for  Mr.  Put- 
man,  from  1858  to  1873,  then  purchasing  an  inter- 
est in  a  plumbing,  steam,  and  gas  fitting  establish- 
ment, the  firm  became  Conrad  &  Ewinger.  Five 
years  later,  in  1 878,  he  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Conrad,  since  which  time  he  has  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness alone. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewinger  have  been  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Mary,  who  wedded  August  Mar- 
quet,  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  thirty -three,  leav- 
ing four  children;  Kate  married  Fred  C.  Frebert, 
and  died  in  1881,  leaving  two  children;  Sarah,  wife 
of  George  Reif,  a  farmer;  Rick.a,  wife  of  Christ 
Ebert,  of  Burlington,  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren; John,  who  married  Ursula  Joanna,  by  whom 
4'  


he  has  two  children,  is  a  practical  plumber,  having 
learned  his  trade  in  Chicago;  Lydia,  wife  of  B. 
Dixon,  has  two  children;  William  married  Miss  Til- 
lie  Strom,  of  Peru,  111.,  and  is  a  practical  steam-fitter, 
emplo3'ed  in  his  father's  shop;  Emma  resides  at 
home.  Mrs.  Ewinger  died  in  1878.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  German  Methodist  Church,  a  sin- 
cere Christian,  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  her. 
In  1882  Mr.  Ewingev  was  married  to  Miss  Marj' 
Shoemacher. 

Mr.  Ewinger  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  is  not  so  narrow  minded  that  he  will  not  vote 
for  the  best  man  in  local  elections,  even  if  he  be  of 
another  party.  He  came  to  Burlington  a  poor  man, 
but,  determined  to  make  his  way  in  the  world,  he 
immediately  set  to  work,  and  by  judicious  manage- 
ment accumulated  a  comfortable  property,  and  is 
to-day  classed  among  the  well-to-do  business  men 
of  the  county.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  Burlington,  doing  his  part 
in  all  public  enterprises. 
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yrtlLLIAM  E.  BLAKE,  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Newman  &  Blake,  307  Jefferson 
^^^  street,  Burlington,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Morning 
Sun,  June  27,  1844.  His  parents  were  H.  C.  and 
Mary  A.  (Wilson)  Blake,  also  natives  of  Ohio. 
His  father's  ancestors  were  from  Maine  and  his 
mother's  from  South  Carolina. 

Our  subject  came  to  Iowa;  with  his  parents,  in 
1845,  the  family  settling  in  Louisa  Countj-,  where 
thev  remained  for  two  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Burlington.  William  E.  Blake  received  his  pri- 
mary education  in  the  common  schools,  and  in  1864 
entered  Monmouth  College,  at  Monmouth,  111., 
graduating  from  the  literary  department  in  1867. 
He  then  took  a  law  course  at  the  University  of 
Iowa,  and,  gradu.ated  in  June,  1869.  In  the  fol- 
lowing August  he  began  practicing  at  Burlington, 
and  still  occupies  the  office  where  he  first  hung  out 
his  shingle.  He  formed  a  law  partnership,  Jan. 
1,  1870,  with  Judge  T.  W.  Newman,  which  has 
continued  to  this  date,  with  the  exception  of  four 
years,  during    which  time   the  Judge   was  on   the 
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bencli.  Mr.  Blake  is  a.  Republican  in  politics,  and 
a  member  of  the  Presbj'terian  Chnrcli.  He  belped 
to  organize  tbe  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  Burlington,  of  which  he  was  President  for  three 
j-ears.  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Official  Board 
since  his  connection  with  that  society. 

Mr.  Blake  was  united  in  m.arriage  at  Morning  Suni 
Louisa  Co..  Iowa.  July  4,  1807,  with  Miss  .Sarah 
Lucretia  Hurd,  <Liughtcr  of  .lanu-s  L.  and  Nanc}'  C. 
Hurd.  Mrs.  Blake  was  born  in  Muskingum  Count}', 
Ohio,  and  like  her  Inisbund  is  a  member  of  the 
Presl)}'terian  Churcii.  They  are  llie  |)arenls  of  two 
children,  both  daughters — Kva  W.  and  Lucretia  15. 

Mr.  Blake's  father,  who  vvas  an  early  settler  of 
Iowa,  vvas  a  solilier  in  the  late  war.  and  served 
three  years  as  a  member  of  Conipan}'  C.  1st  Iowa 
Cavalr3^  His  de.itli  occurred  April  10,  1K76,  at 
Morning  .Sun,  where  his  widow  still  resides. 

The  law  firm  of  Newman  &  Blake  has  a  wide 
business  coiuiection  and  hiis  built  up  an  extensive 
|)ractice.  Its  members  are  able  lawyers  and  gentle- 
men of  high  moral  standing.  The  senior  p.artner, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Newman,  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city 
since  l^.'iO,  and  has  been  Judge  of  the  county  and 
district  courts.  Mr.  W.  E.  Blake  has  resided  here 
since  1869.  is  thoroughly  versed  in  his  profession, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  as  an  upright  Christian 
gentleman. 

As  a  representative  attorney,  we  are  pleased  to 
present  his  portrait  to  the  readers  of  the  Portrait 
and  Biographical  Albuji  of  Des  Moines  County. 


W)ILLIAM  FORDI 
nent  pioneer  se 
born  in  McConne 


1^  j^ILLIAM  FORDNEY,  one  of  the  prorai- 
settlers  of  Burlington,  was 
iiellsburg.  Pa.,  Jan.  31,1818. 
He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Magdaline  (Berline) 
Fordney,  the  former  born  in  Lancaster  City.  Pa., 
Aug.  18,  1784,  and  the  latter  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, Nov.  11,  1787.  They  were  married  in  Cham- 
bersburg.  Pa.,  by  the  Rev.  John  Moeller,  Jan.  31, 
1808.  Daniel  Fordney  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Harri- 
son at  Lake  Erie.  He  and  his  wife  settled  in  Mc- 
Connellsburg,  where  six  children  were  born  to 
them:    Adam,   born    ApriL  26,   1809,   learned    the 


tr.ade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner  when  a  3'oung  man, 
and  first  settled  in  Wheeling,  Va.,  where  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Richards,  who  was  born 
Sept.  19,  1808.  In  1837  he  came  to  Burlington, 
being  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  but 
subsequently  removed  to  Chicago,  then  to  St.  Louis 
and  later  to  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  He  afterward  re- 
turned to  Burlington,  where  he  died  in  1885.  Mar- 
garet, born  March  5.  181  1 ,  was  married  at  Wheeling, 
Va.,to  Richard  Baldwin.  The}'  afterward  iemov(>d 
to  Harrisonville,  Ohio,  where  they  both  died.  Cath- 
erine J.,  born  June  4,  1813,  wedded  John  .Shell; 
David,  born  Oct.  8.  1815,  died  Oct.  29,  1825; 
William,  of  Ihis  sketch;  and  Ann  Maria,  born  Feb. 
II,  1820,  married  L.J.Gilbert.  Of  the  six  chil- 
dren, AVilliam  is  the  onl}'  surviving  one.  In  1851 
Daniel  Fonlney  came  to  Burlington,  wjiere  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  17, 
1856.  Mrs.  Fordney  died  July  31,  1856.  She  wiis 
reared  as  a  Lutheran,  and  lived  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian life.  Mr.  Fordney  vvas  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist E|)iscopal  Church. 

William  Fordney,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools.  As 
soon  as  he  had  attained  a  sulHcient  age,  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  cabinct-miiking  for 
three  years,  but  not  liking  this  business,  his  father 
bound  Jiim  to  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade 
with  Samuel  Seibert,  of  Chambersburg.  He  served 
under  his  instruction  for  four  years,  receiving  $2 
per  month  and  board,  and  clothing  himself  out  of 
his  own  wages. 

Mr.  Fordne}'  vvas  united  in  marriage  by  the  Rev. 
John  N.  Hoffman,  at  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  .Sept.  3, 
1840,  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Grove,  a  native  of  Cham- 
bersburg, born  May  7,  1822.  In  1840  Mr.  Ford- 
ney emigrated  to  Burlington,  then  a  small  village, 
and  the  following  year  purchased  the  lot  on  which 
he  now  resiiles.  He  erected  a  frame  building,  but 
this  has  since  been  supplanted  by  a  fine  substantial 
brick,  his  present  residence.  Being  an  excellent 
workman.  Mr.  Fordney  soon  had  plenty  of  employ- 
ment, but  money  being  so  scarce,  he  hardly  re- 
ceived enough  to  pay  the  postage  on  his  letters, 
which  at  that  time  was  twent3'-five  cents.  He  has 
aided  largely  in  building  up  the  city,  his  handi- 
work being  seen  throughout  the  country.     He  has 
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drawn  the  plans  and  superintended  the  erection  of 
many  of  the  substantial  buildings  of  Burlington, 
and  probably  there  is  not  a  man  living  to-day  who 
has  done  more  to  build  up  Des  Moines  County. 

In  polities  lie  was  first  a  Whig.  In  voting  for 
this  party,  he  did  not  follow  the  teachings  of  his 
father,  who  was  a  stanch  Jackson  Democrat,  but, 
having  a  mind  of  his  own,  and  comparing  the  two 
p.irties,  he  decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  Whigs. 
He  is  not  what  would  be  called  a  politician,  though 
he  has  held  several  olHces  in  his  adopted  city. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fordney  are  the  parents  of  four 
living  children:  Maria,  wife  of  Jacob  Pieflfer;  Hen- 
rietta, wife  of  Elienezer  Campbell;  Jennie  E.  and 
William.  Mr.  Fordney  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Druids,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs  of  the 
same.  He  is  at  present  Treasurer,  having  held  that 
position  for  many  j'ears.  He  is  a  man  of  sound 
practical  judgment  and  logical  common-sense,  and 
is  greatly  respected  for  his  straightforward,  up- 
right dealings,  both  in  public  and  private  life. 
Mrs.  Fordney  was  called  to  her  final  home  in  1864. 
She  was  an  earnest,  sincere  Christian,  and  a  most 
estimable  lad}'. 


HARLES  BURRUS.  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born 
\^(7  in  Virginia,  and  when  a  child,  went  to  North 
Carolina,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Overton 
Count}',  Tenn.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  There 
he  became  accpiainted  with,  and  married  Miss 
Frances  Creed.  In  1826  he  emigrated  to  Morgan 
County,  111.,  locating  near  Jacksonville,  taking  up 
a  claim,  and  making  improvements  on  the  same.  In 
1835,  he  came  to  Des  Moines  County,  settling  in 
Franklin  Township,  which  .was  then  nothing  but  a 
wilderness.  Mr.  Burrus  took  a  claim,  and  from  the 
raw  land  soon  developed  a  fine  farm.  Soon  after 
settling  here,  the  panic  of  1837  occurred,  and  our 
pioneers  Iiad  hard  times  to  get  money  enough  even 
to  pay  their  postage,  which  at  that  time  was  twenty- 
five  cents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burrus  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Elizabeth,  of 
Franklin  Township;  Thomas,  a  farmer  of    Adams 


County,  Iowa;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  L.  D.  Ballard,  of 
Des  Moines  County. 

Mr.  Burrus  was  a  firm  adherent  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  always  casting  his  vote 
with  the  same.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  peo])le 
highly  respected  in  the  community  where  the  re- 
sided, and  both  died  in  Franklin  Township.  She 
was  a  meml)er  of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
an  earnest,  sincere  Christian. 

OHN  GNAHN,  formerly  a  dealer  in  cigars 
and  tobiieco,  though  now  living  a  retired 
life,  was  born  in  Bavaisia  on  the  Rhine,  May 
<^Jj  28,  1814.  His  parents,  Nicholas  and  Bar- 
bara Gnahn,  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  our 
subject  now  being  the  only  survivor  of  the  family, 
and  also  the  only  one  that  ever  came  to  America. 
He  was  educated  in  his  native  land,  and  in  that 
connti'3'  followed  farming  until  1839.  His  parents 
had  both  died  in  September  of  the  previous  f.all, 
anxl  so,  bidding  good-bye  to  his  only  brother  and 
sister,  he  set  sail  for  America,  landing  in  New 
Orleans  in  December  of  that  j'ear.  After  remain- 
ing in  that  city  for  a  short  time,  in  March,  1840, 
he  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  established  a  cigar 
and  tobacco  store.  While  a  resident  of  that  city 
Mr.  Gnahn  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Fear,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Germany.  In 
1844,  after  closing  out  his  business  in  that  city,  the 
young  couple  removed  to  Iowa,  and  after  due  con- 
sideration, believing  that  the  then  small  village  of 
Burlington  would  be  a  good  business  loealit}',  Mr. 
Gnahn  located  there  and  at  once  opened  a  cigar 
and  tobacco  factory,  and  has  always  been  accounted 
one  of  the  most  successful  business  men  of  the  city. 
In  1845  the  young  wife  was  called  from  her 
happy  home  to  the  unknown  world,  and  Oct.  10, 
1849,  Mr.  Gnahn  was  again  married.  Miss  Mary 
Bronk,  a  native  of  Germanj',  becoming  his  wife. 
vShe  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Madeline  Bronk, 
both  of  whom  died  in  tlie  old  country.  By  this 
union  four  children  were  born:  John,  a  resident  of 
Denver,  Colo.;  Edward,  a  dealer  in  books  and  sta- 
tionery, on  Jefferson  street,  Burlington,  Iowa;  Til- 
lie,   wife  of  Lewis  Krc.achbaum,  a    hardware  mer- 
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cliaiitof  Burlington;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Cooking, 
of  St.  Paul,  Minn.  By  the  industry  anrl  economy 
l)ractioe(l  during  the  earlier  years  of  their  lives, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gnahn  have  now  a  comfortable  com- 
petence, the  husband  living  a  retired  life.  When 
we  tliink  of  how  lie  came  to  this  country  with  noth- 
ing but  a  firm  determination  to  make  his  way  in 
the  world,  his  success  is  indeed  wonderful,  and  the 
respect  whicli  is  his  just  due  is  cheerfully  tendered 
by  ail.  Mr.  Gnahn  bears  among  his  fellow-citizens 
the  reputation  of  an  honest  and  trustworthy  man. 

_*» .O*o..(^y^,^^t2?  -0*0 ^r 

^FLRERT   IIACKKR,   farmer  and    dairyman, 
((j^^/lII     residing  on  section   2(1,   Burlington   Town- 
lifiMi    ship,  IJes  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  liorn 
'■  ill    Meckienburg-Strelitz,    Germany,    June 

24.  1837.  His  parents,  John  and  Mary  Hacker, 
were  also  natives  of  Germany,  and  reared  a  family  of 
five  children:  William,  a  farmer  in  the  old  country; 
Adolph,  a  cabinet-maker  of  Burlington;  Lizzie,  yet 
at  the  old  home  in  Germany;  Albert,  our  subject; 
anil  Herman,  also  a  resident  of  Germany.  Adolph 
was  the  first  to  leave  his  native  land  and  come  to 
America,  crossing  the  ocean  in  1847.  Being  well 
pleased  with  the  countiy,  he  wrote  back,  urging  the 
family  to  come,  but  Albert  was  the  only  one  who 
did  so,  he  landing  in  New  York  City,  in  1864,  and 
thence  coming  direct  to  Burlington.  In  his  native 
country  he  had  attended  school  until  the  age  of  four- 
teen (in  accordance  with  a  law  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment) and  then  learned  the  miller's  trade.  Remain- 
ing in  Burlington  about  three  weeks,  he  then  went 
to  Knox  Count}',  111.,  where  he  began  working  for 
John  Famielener,  continuing  in  his  emploj'  for 
three  years.  When  he  began  working  for  that 
gentleman  the  English  tongue  was  wholly  unknown 
to  him,  but  he  soon  mastered  the  language.  About 
the  3-ear  1870,  having  saved  his  wages,  Mr.  Hacker 
again  returned  to  Burlington,  purchased  a  team  and 
wagon,  and  then  rented  a  farm  in  Burlington  Town- 
ship for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
bought  an  interest  in  the  dairy  business,  and  on  his 
partner's  death  purchaseil  the  interest  of  his  heirs. 
He  now  has  full  charge  of  the  business,  which,  under 
such    able    management,   is  very    successful.      Mr. 


Hacker  rented  150  acres,  purchasing  the  same  in 
1  883,  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  He  has  erected  good 
buildings,  and  made  man}'  other  im))rovemenls, 
having  on  the  farm  seventy-five  head  of  milch- 
cows  besides  other  stock.  All  this  has  been  accom- 
plished through  the  honest  labors  of  Mr.  Hacker, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  good  wife,  who  has  trulj' 
been  a  helpmate  to  him. 

Mr.  Hacker  has  been  m.arried  twice.  Louisa 
Reise  vvas  his  first  wife,  and  to  them  was  born  a 
daughter,  Louisa.  In  1874  he  was  again  married, 
Mrs.  Emma  (Rosa)  .Sleighter  becoming  his  wife. 
She  vvas  born  July  15.  1847,  and  had  four  children 
by  her  first  union — Annie,  Charles,  William  and 
George.  Seven  children  graced  the  second  union 
Albert,  Edward,  Caroline,  Lora,  Emma,  Hallie  and 
Oscar;  the  latter  two  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hacker  are  members  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church, 
of  Burlington.  Mr.  Hacker  is  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Burlington  Township,  and,  in  con- 
nection with  his  farm  .and  business,  owns  consider- 
able other  properly  in  the  city. 


OBERT  ROBINSON,  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  of  1838,  was 
(^\V  born  March  3,  1803,  in  Washington  County, 
\i^  Pa.,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry  and  Phoebe 
Ilollie  (Wallace)  Robinson.  He  removed  to  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ohio,  with  his  parents  in  1806,  where  he 
received  a  common-school  education,  and  when 
arrived  at  manhood  began  business  as  a  merchant. 
In  1838  he  went  to  Platte  County,  Mo.,  remained  a 
short  time  in  that  locality,  then  came  to  Iowa, 
spending  a  few  months  in  Middletown,  Des  Moines 
County,  and  later  returned  to  Missouri.  Mr.  Robin- 
son was  elected  Sheriff  of  Platte  County,  and  in  that 
county  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1841,  with  Miss 
Frances  Brown,  daughter  of  Judge  Roland  Brown, 
a  prominent  lawyer  and  highly-respected  citizen  of 
that  community.  Mrs.  Robinson  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, though  reared  in  Platte  County,  Mo. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  Robinson  returned 
with  his  young  bride  to  Middletown,  Des  Moines 
County,  and  engaged  in  farming.  By  this  union 
twelve  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  seven 
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are  living:  Phcebe  Ilollie  is  the  wife  of  1.  B.  Day, 
of  Van  Bureii  County,  Iowa:  Henry  Roland  mar- 
ried Alice  Burgess,  and  resides  at  Golden.  Colo.; 
Moses  W.  wedded  Miss  Lillian  Garrison,  and  is  a 
Roadmaster  on  the  Keokuk  and  Quincy  branches 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad ; 
Clara  Belle  is  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Rouse,  a  conductor 
on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincj'  Railroad, 
residing  at  Creston,  Iowa;  Fannie  Brown,  wife  of 
Charles  G.  Skinner,  a  former  employe  of  the  C,  B. 
<fe  Q.,  and  now  in  the  grain  business  in  Burlington; 
Robert  Wilson,  a  conductor  on  the  same  road; 
Georgie  Emily  still  resides  with  her  mother  at 
Burlington. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  called  upon  to  fill  various  pub- 
lic offices  of  honor  and  trust.  While  in  Platte  County, 
Mo.,  he  served  as  its  Sheriff,  and  after  about  nine 
years  of  farming  in  Des  Moines  County,  was  ap- 
pointed Indian  agent,  in  1850,  by  President  Pierce, 
for  Iowa,  Missouri  and  Nel)raska.  In  1853  he  was 
appointed  secret  mail  agent  for  the  two  former 
States,  which  position  he  held  until  1859,  when  he 
was  appointed  route  mail  agent  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  between  St.  Louis  ami  St.  Paul.  On  the 
change  of  administration  in  1861,  he  retired  to  his 
farm  in  Danville  Township,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  until  1875,  when  he 
moved  to  Burlington,  his  death  occurring  in  this 
citj^  May  1,  1877.  Mrs.  Robinson  survives  him, 
and  resides  with  her  sons  at  Burlington.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  bright  and 
intelligent  lady,  of  cheerful,  kindly  manner,  and  is 
highly  respected.  Mr.  Robinson  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  Church,  and  was  a  Democrat  in 
political  opinions.  A  man  of  superior  mental  force, 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  actions,  he  proved 
a  faithful  and  efficient  public  officer. 


1^1* 


"I?  SAAC  J.  YOHE,  a  prominent  and  representative 
I  farmer,  residing  on  section  4,  Franklin  Town- 
/li  ship,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Washington  Count}', 
Pa.,  June  16,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mar- 
garet (McPherson)  Yohe,  the  father  a  native  of 
Washington  County,  the  mother  of  M.ar3land.  They 


were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Robert,  an  extensive  farmer  and  breeder 
of  Holstein  cattle,  residing  in  Wayne  County,  Iowa; 
Daniel,  a  farmer  of  Nuckolls  County,  Neb. ;  Will- 
iam, who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Kearney  County, 
Neb. ;  Thomas  a  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad;  Margaret, 
wife  of  Robert  Baird,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb. ;  Ada,  wife  of  George  Ring- 
ley,  an  extensive  farmer  of  Wayne  County,  Iowa; 
and  Isaac  J.  On  the  4th  of  May,  1866,  when  forty- 
two  3'ears  of  age,  Mrs.  Yohe  was  called  to  her  final 
home.  The  following  year  the  family  removed  to 
AVayne  County,  Iowa,  and  there  the  father  improved 
a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  the  jiast  few 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  a  retired  life, 
making  his  home  near  Allerton.  lovva.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Yohe  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  he  has  been  an  elder  for  many 
3'ears.  He  has  been  one  of  the  active  and  progress- 
ive men  of  the  country,  was  Captain  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Militia  for  some  time,  and  filled  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  that  State  for 
twenty  consecutive  years.  In  all  public  affairs  Mr. 
Yohe  stands  in  the  front  rank.  In  earlier  years  he 
strong!}'  opposed  slaverj',  and  in  his  political  pre- 
dilections he  is  a  Democrat. 

Isa,ac  J.  Yohe  received  his  education  in  his  native 
county,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  art  of  painting 
in  its  different  branches,  being  both  a  sign  and  orna- 
mental painter.  He  became  vet}'  proficient  in  this 
work,  alw.avs  receiving  the  best  prices  for  his  labor, 
and  under  his  supervision  the  finishing  touches  have 
been  put  to  many  of  the  finest  residences  in  Des 
Moines  County.  When  twenty  years  of  age  Mr. 
Yohe  decided  to  follow  the  advice  of  Horace 
Greeley :  "Go  West,  young  man,  go  West,"  and 
started  for  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  Upon  reach- 
ing his  destination,  he  at  once  secured  eraplo3'ment 
at  his  chosen  vocation,  which  he  continued  until 
1876,  when  Mr.  Yohe  laid  aside  the  brush  and 
commenced  f.irming,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  4  and  fort3'  acres  on  section  16  of 
Franklin  Township. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1875,  Mr.  Yohe  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  J.  McDonald,  a  n.ative  of 
Montour  Count}',  Pa.,  born  Nov.  4,  1851.     She  is  a 
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flaughter  of  James  and  Penelope  (Ball)  McDonald, 
her  father  being  now  a  farmer  of  Franklin  Town- 
ship. Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Yohe — Raymond,  James,  Margaret  and  Leslie. 
In  hi.s  political  views  Mr.  Yohe  is  a  Democrat, 
though  very  liberal  in  his  ideas;  he  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  public  enterprises,  being  one  of  Des 
Moines  County's  best  citizens,  and  is  a  member  of 
Diamond  Lodge,  No.  326,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Sperry; 
was  one  of  its  first  initiated  members,  and  has  filled 
the  various  chairs  in  the  lodge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yohe 
are  both  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr. 
Yohe  descended  from  the  good  old  Revolutionary 
stock,  his  grandfather  having  served  in  the  War  for 
Independence,  and  also  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  is 
regarded  as  a  valuable  citizen  of  the  county,  and  an 
honorable  and  upright  man. 


t 


LIJAH  W.  BANDY  has  been  a  resident  of 
Yellow  Spring  Township  for  almost  half  a 

ij  century.     Here  he  was  born  .March  25,  1840, 

and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Vannice)  Bandy. 
John  Bandy  came  to  Des  Moines  County  in  1838, 
settling  upon  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  lives. 
He  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  but  during  his  resi- 
dence in  Iowa,  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 
Twelve  children  were  born  to  them,  ten  in  Indiana, 
and  two  in  this  county,  of  whom  nine  are  now  liv- 
ing, two  being  residents  of  the  county,  and  four  of 
the  sons  were  soldiers  in  the  late  AVar.  William, 
now  a  farmer  in  Scott  County,  Minn.,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  4th  Minnesota  Infantry;  Isaac  died  in  this 
county  in  1884;  Rachel  became  the  wife  of  S.  A. 
Hall,  a  resident  of  Santa  Cruz,  C.al. ;  Thomas  re- 
sides in  Brookings  County,  Dak. ;  John,  who  lives 
in  Fairfield,  Iowa,  and  is  engaged  in  dairying,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry;  Samuel  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  section  I'J,  Yellow  Spring 
Township;  Peter  is  a  merchant  of  Holt  Countj', 
Mo.;  Henry  died  .at  the  age  of  twenty  years  and 
eleven  months,  in  September,  1853;  J.acob  F.,  a 
soldier  in  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry,  served  from  1861 
to  18G5,  as  Captain  of  Company  K,  and  died  Oct. 
11,  1878,  near  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Lee  A.  is  the  wife 
of   L.  B.  Pierce,  of   Winfleld,  Iowa;  our  subject  is 


next  in  order  of  birth:  and  Catherine  is  the  wife  of 
Isaiah  Messenger,  who  is  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  tile  at  Fairfield.  low.a.  The  father  of  these 
children,  who  was  born  in  1794,  died  at  an  advanced 
age,  May  5,  1873.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1799, 
died  .June  2,  1881.  They  were  both  active  mem- 
bers in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mr. 
Bandy  was  an  Elder  for  thirty -five  years,  and  his 
aid  was  largelj'  given  to  the  advancement  of  the 
cause.  In  his  earlier  life  he  cast  his  ballot  with  the 
Whig  party,  but  later  became  a  Republican.  He 
also  served  in  the  War  of  181  2,  and  was  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  his  wife  of  Mercer  County,  Ky. 

There  are  few  men  in  the  county  who  can  boast 
of  having  been  born  and  reared  upon  a  farm  where 
they  novv  reside,  but  this  is  true  of  Mr.  Bandy.  His 
early  education  was  received  in  the  district  schools, 
supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Yellow  Spring  Col- 
lege. At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  in  1861,  he  en- 
listed under  the  stars  and  stripes,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  serving  three 
3'ears.  He  participated  iti  the  siege  of  Corinth,  the 
battles  of  luka,  Black  Land,  Farraington,  Boonville, 
Rienzi,  Paton's  Mills,  battle  of  Corinth,  Holly 
Springs,  Yockeney  River,  Water  Valley,  Collier- 
ville,  Moscow  and  Prairie  Station,  Miss.,  and  in  all 
Mr.  Band}'  was  always  found  .at  his  post  of  duty, 
serving  his  country  faithfully  and  well. 

Being  mustered  out  of  service  in  October,  1864, 
Mr.  Bandy  returned  home  and  worked  for  his  father 
for  five  or  six  years.  On  the  22d  of  May,  1873,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Frame,  who 
was  born  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Milton  J.  and  Maria  (Allen)  Frame. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children — 
John  E.  and  Herbert  F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bandy  are 
both  n)erabersof  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
he  is  a  Deacon.  He  has  served  on  the  Township 
Board  for  several  terms,  and  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  also  of  the  G.  A.  R.  He  has  a  fine  farm 
of  100  acres,  all  highly  cultivated,  and  is  one  of  the 
progressive  farmers  of  Yellow  Spring  Township. 

M.  J.  Frame,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bandy,  came  to 
this  county  in  1851,  and  here  improved  a  fine  farm. 
He  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  which  occupation  he  carried  on  at  Kossuth, 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil   War,  when  he 
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enlisted  in  the  14th  Iowa  Infantry,  serving  three 
years.  After  the  war  was  ended,  he  returned  to 
Kossuth,  where  he  again  worked  at  his  trade  until 
1876,  and  then  removed  to  Champaign  County. 
III.,  where  he  owns  and  carries  on  a  large  farm.  His 
wife  was  formerly  Maria  Allen,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

IRAM  C.  BENNETT,  was  born  near  Mays- 
ville,  Ky.,  April  1, 1  795,  where  he  was  reared 

y^     to  manhood,  receiving  a  liberal  education. 

'■J^  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Aredna 
Ebert,  who  was  born  in  Mason  County,  Ky.,  in  18(i0. 
In  1835.  he  emigrated  to  Burlington,  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  commission  business,  moving  his  fam- 
il}'  in  the  spring  of  1836.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  two  of  whom 
are  living — Mrs.  Evan  Evans,  of  Burlington;  and 
Adna,  wife  of  John  Esterbrooks,  of  Astoria,  Ore. 
Mr.  Bennett  was  the  leading  spirit  in  an  early  day 
in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  charter  member 
of  the  first  lodge  formed  in  Burlington,  and  was 
made  the  first  Master  of  the  lodge.  He  died  in 
Burlington  in  June,  1847.  Mrs.  Bennett  died  Aug. 
9,  1853.  They  were  highly-respected  and  sincere 
Christian  people. 

^ ^3^ -~ 


ENRY  C.  GARRETT,  Cashier  of  the  Mer- 
Y  chants'  National  Bank  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 

is  a  native  of  that  city,  born  Jan.  16,  1851. 

His  parents,  William  and  Martha  (Rorer) 
Garrett,  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Des 
Moines  County,  settling  here  in  1836.  (See  sketch 
of  William  Garrett  elsewhere  in  this  work.)  Henry 
C.  Garrett  was  educated  at  the  public  schools,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  second  graduating  class  at  the 
Burlington  High  School,  completing  the  course  in 
1869.  He  was  employed  as  clerk  in  the  offices  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Court  and  Sheriff  of  Des  Moines 
County  four  or  five  }-ears,  and  a  portion  of  the  time 
served  as  Deputj- Sheriff.  In  1871  he  entered  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank  as  book-keeper,  and  in 
1877  was  elected   Assistant  Cashier,   the   following 


year  being  promoted  to  Cashier,  which  position  he 
has  held  continuously  since. 

Mr.  Garrett  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Burling- 
ton. Ma\'  25,  1875,  to  Miss  Ellen  Tracy,  daughter 
of  the  late  Judge  Joshua  Tracy,  of  Burlington. 
Mrs.  Garrett  is  a  native  of  Washington,  Iowa. 
Four  children  were  born  to  their  union,  three  of 
whom  are  living,  one  dying  in  infancy'.  Those 
living  are:  William,  born  Nov.  26,  1877;  Joshua 
Tracy,  born  March  18,  1881;  and  Eleanor,  born 
Nov.  8,  1885. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrett  are  members  of  Christ 
Church  (Episcopal),  of  Burlington.  Mr.  Garrett 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  desired  or 
sought  public  office.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar,  a 
member  of  Malta  Lodge,  No.  318,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.; 
of  Iowa  Chapter  No.  1,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  of  St.  Onier 
Commander}'  No.  15,  K.  T.,  and  is  Treasurer  of  .all 
three  bodies. 
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AMUEL  D.  BLANKE,  of .  the  firm  of 
Guelich  &  Blanke,  insurance  agents  of 
Burlington,  was  born  in  Gasconade  Count}-, 
Mo.,  March  1,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev. 
Henry  Blanke,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  who  was 
born  in  Hesse  Cassel,  Gerra.any,  and  Henrietta 
(Dresel)  Blanke,  born  in  Altena,  German}'.  They 
emigrated  to  America  in  1847,  locating  in  Gascon- 
ade County,  and  were  the  first  to  establish  the 
family  in  this  country.  For  eleven  years  they  re- 
sided in  Madison  County,  111.,  but  returned  to 
Missouri,  where  Mr.  Blanke  departed  this  life  in 
1873.  In  his  ministerial  labors,  he  endeavored  to 
declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  neither  adding  to 
or  taking  from  the  living  oracles.  In  his  pastoral 
labors  he  was  successful,  and  .as  a  citizen  was  greatly 
esteemed.  Mrs.  Blanke  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Charles  C.  Suess,  by  whom  there  were  two  children, 
one  of  whom  is  living,  Henry  C,  a  practicing 
physician  of  Garfield  County,  Kan.,  and  a  graduate 
of  the  St.  Louis  and  Philadelphia  Medical  Colleges. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Late  Wiir  of  the  Rebellion,  en- 
listing in  the  80th  Illinois  Infantry,  Company  B,  and 
was  badly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, shot  through  both  legs.    Mr.  Suess  died  in  1 847, 
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and  his  widow  married  Mr.  Blanke.  By  this  union 
there  were  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
Charles,  business  niauager  of  tlie  Iowa  Tribune 
Publishing  Co.  of  Burlington;  Samuel  D.  of  this 
sketch;  Lydia,  wife  of  H.  C.  Wolking  of  Garfield 
County,  Kan.;  Emma,  wife  of  A.  W.  Welimeyer  of 
Alton.  111.;  Theodore  F.  a  medical  student  of  Kan- 
sas; Martha,  wife  of  Silas  Wolking  of  Garfield 
County,  Kan.;  two  died  in  youth. 

Samuel  D.  Blanke,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  a  liberal  education,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  carriage 
trade,  serving  his  time  and  becoming  a  thorough 
workman.  In  1876  he  came  to  Burlington,  where 
for  a  short  time  he  followed  his  trade,  but  two 
years  later,  in  1878,  embarked  in  the  insurance 
business  in  company  with  Mr.  Karmmerraeyer.  In 
1880,  he  formed  the  existing  partnership,  and  they 
have  a  business  second  to  none  in  the  citj'.  They 
handle  some  of  the  best  companies,  and  insure 
against  fire,  life,  accident  and  plate-glass. 

I^ON.  JOHN  SCOTT  PENNEY,  one  of  the 
^^  leading  citizens  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
residing  on  section  29,  Benton  Township- 
was  born  on  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home' 
His  father,  John  Penney,  was  born  Sept.  13,  1802, 
in  Washington  County,  Pa.  He  was  reared  ui)on 
a  farm,  and  on  the  12th  of  September,  1822,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Rebecca  Webbell,  who  was 
born  Dec.  21,  1804,  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  Penney  rented  a  farm, 
and  also  engaged  in  milling  until  1844,  when  they 
decided  to  take  up  their  residence  in  this  county. 
Starting  for  the  West  they  crossed  the  Mississippi 
Nov.  14,  of  that  year,  settling  on  section  29,  Ben- 
ton Township,  which  is  still  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject. A  farm  of  285  acres  was  purchased,  the  only 
improvements  being  a  small  log  cabin  and  a  few 
plowed  acres.  Immediately  the  work  of  cultiva- 
tion was  begun,  and  in  a  short  time  it  became  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Penney  reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  two  hav- 
ing died  in  infancy;  Joseph,  a  resident  of  West 
Burlington,  owns  and  operates  a  farm  in  Flint  River 


Township;  Thomas  J.  is  a  Baptist  minister  at  Ash- 
land. Neb. ;  Sarah,  wife  of  M.  H.  Jackson,  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Benton  Township;  Phosbe,  wife  of 
Alvin  Todd,  a  resident  farmer  of  Plattsniouth, 
Neb.;  Lydia,  wife  of  W.  B.  Kaster,  of  Benton  Town- 
ship; Amanda,  still  at  home  with  her  mother;  and 
our  subject,  who  has  charge  of  the  home  place. 

John  Penney  departed  this  life  Dec.  14,  1886, 
aged  eighty-four  years.  He  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  B.aptist  Church,  always  took  an  active 
part  in  Church  work,  and  contributed  liberally  to 
the  upbuilding  of  the  cause  of  Christ  during  his 
entire  life.  He  aided  largely  in  the  bnilding  of 
the  old  Pisgah  Church,  and  labored  faithfully  in 
raising  funds  for  its  erection.  From  1846  until  the 
time  of  his  death  he  served  as  Senior  Deacon.  Not 
only  in  religious,  but  also  in  educational  matters  he 
was  greatl}'  interested,  and  gave  his  children  the 
best  possible  advantages.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  a  Democrat,  an  earnest  worker  for  his  i)arty, 
and  by  that  organization  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  to  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. In  1848  he  became  a  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  serving  one  term.  Mrs.  Penney, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  is  now  in  her  eighty- 
fourth  year,  and  is  a  remarkably  well  preserved 
lady.  Since  her  childhood  she  has  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  Church  and  Sunday-school.  The  fif- 
tieth wedding  anniversary  of  this  worthy  couple  was 
celebrated  Sept.  12,  1872,  at  their  own  home,  and 
was  largely  attended,  people  being  present  from  six 
different  Slates,  and  several  were  present  who  wit- 
nessed their  union  a  half-century  before.  Their 
anniversary  day  has  always  been  a  glad  day  for 
their  children,  who  have  now  all  grown  to  be  Chris- 
tian men  and  women,  and  do  honor  to  their  parents' 
name. 

Oursuliject,  Hon.  John  Scott  Penney,  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  this  county.  Being  the  youngest  of  the  family 
he  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Irene  Hixson,  which  occurred  Sept.  28,  1881. 
Mrs.  Penney  is  a  native  of  this  count}',  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Leroj'  Hixsun.  Two  children  were 
born  of  their  union — Eugene  Guy  and  Hubert  Gra- 
ham. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penney  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is  Treasurer.      Politi- 
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cally  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  elected  by  that 
part)'  a  member  of  the  Twenty-first  General  Assem- 
bly in  188(5.  He  was  a  candidate  for  County  Re- 
corder in  1880,  but  was  defeated.  Mr.  Penney  is 
a  practical  farmer  and  operates  about  300  acres  of 
land.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  small  fruits, 
taking  great  interest  in  studying  the  habits  of  the 
plants,  and  every  year  ships  several  thousand  quarts 
of  berries  to  the  North.  Everything  on  his  land 
denotes  thrift  and  industry,  and  as  a  business  man 
and  citizen  he  receives  the  respect  of  all. 


IXON  FULLERTON,  Sheriff  of  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  the  same,  was  born  in  the  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1827.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Lucinda  (Nixon)  Fullerton,  the 
father  of  Scotch  aiid  the  mother  of  English  descent. 
Nineteen  children  graced  the  union  of  this  worthy 
couple,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  four  daughters 
and  three  sons,  all  of  whom  hold  respectable  posi- 
tions in  the  communities  where  they  reside.  In 
early  life  John  Fullerton  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mrs.  Fullerton  was  reared 
an  Episcopalian,  but  later  both  became  members  of 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  dying  in  that 
faith. 

Nixon  Fullerton  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
countrj%  receiving  a  liberal  education  in  the  |)ublic 
schools.  When  nineteen  years  of  age,  being  quite 
an  extensive  reader,  and  hearing  of  the  chances  in 
America,  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune  in  a  free 
country.  Bidding  his  father  good-by,  he  started 
out  fur  the  New  World.  Landing  in  Charleston, 
and  passing  through  the  Southern  States,  where  he 
saw  the  negroes  held  in  bondage,  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  if  this  was  what  they  called  freedom, 
he  was  ready  to  return  to  Ireland.  He  was  then  on 
his  wa)'  to  Burlington,  but  while  passing  through 
the  Slave  States,  he  settled  one  point  in  his  mind, 
and  that  was  that  he  would  never  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  to  this  resolution  he  has  always 
adhered.  He  was  among  the  first  to  advocate  the 
Republican  [irinciples,  and  cast  his  vote  in  1856  for 
Fremont. 

Mr.  Fullerton  was  one  of  the    early  settlers  of 


Burlington,  taking  up  his  residence  there  in  1846. 
Soon  after  coming  to  the  city  he  was  emploj-ed  as 
c'erk  in  the  store  of  his  brother  John,  remaining 
with  him  until,  on  account  of  the  gold  fever  in 
1849,  the  brother  sold  out  and  went  to  California. 
He  soon  after  received  employment  with  J.  S.  Kim- 
ball &  Co.,  remaining  with  them  until  1865.  He 
was  in  the  employ  of  C.  B.  Parsons  for  twenty 
years,  from  1867  until  1887,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  as 
Sheriff  of  Des  Moines  County,  and  was  elected  over 
the  Democratic  nominee  by  four  hundred  majority, 
overcoming  a  Democratic  majority  in  the  county  of 
twelve  hundred  votes. 

On  the  11th  of  September  1855,  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Fullerton  with  Miss  Helen  Clarke,  a  native  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  was  celeljrated.  She  is  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Alfred  Clarke,  who  came  to  this  county 
some  time  in  the  "  30's,"  settling  near  Danville.  He 
subsequently  removed  to  Burlington,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  milling  business. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fullerton  have  three  living  children 
— Margaret,  Mary  Grej-  and  Jennie  E.  Mr.  Fuller- 
ton  is  a  member  of  the  Irish-American  Political 
Association  and  Vice  President  of  the  same.  He 
is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  gentleman,  honest, 
straight-forward,  and  readj'  to  extend  a  helping 
hand  in  any  good  cause.  He  has  a  host  of  solid 
friends,  who  consider  him  in  the  light  of  an  excel- 
lent host,  and  will  doubtless  remember  him  into  the 
far  future. 

Mr.  Fullerton,  like  the  true-born  Irishman  he  is, 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  institutions  calculated 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  his  countrj'men  in  his 
native  land  and  is  an  ardent  su|)porter  of  home 
rule. 

-5— .^^ W- 

<=^f  P.  CALDWELL,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
(.@&JJI  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Indiana 
County,  Pa.,  May  26,  1840,  and  is  a  son 
of  Robert  and  Hannah  Caldwell,  who  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  and  the  parents  of  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  bo3'hood  days 
were  spent  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county,  and  his 
early  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools. 
About  the  year  1854  he  removed  with   his   parents 
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to  Pittsburgli,  Pa.,  residing  there  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  again  attended  school,  and  in  1857 
came  with  tlie  family  to  Iowa.  locating  in  Washing- 
ton County,  near  Crawfordsville.  Purchasing  a 
farm  of  "200  acres  of  land  he  began  its  cultivation, 
and  from  that  time  until  his  retirement  from  ac- 
tive life  he  made  farming  and  stock  raising  his 
occupation.  On  the  8th  of  December,  1881.  at 
Burlington,  Iowa,  Mr.  Caldwell  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Clara  S.  Biner,  a  daughter  of  Wes- 
ley and  Rebecca  Biner,  who  were  natives  of  West 
Virginia,  but  are  now  residents  of  this  city,  which 
the}'  have  made  their  home  for  over  a  half-century, 
or  since  April  15,  1838.  They  were  the  parents  of 
a  family  of  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Mrs.  Caldwell  w.as  born  in  Union  Township, 
Des  Moines  County,  May  7,  1854,  and  when  three 
years  old  removed  to  Long  Creek  with  her  parents, 
and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  went  with  them  to 
Burlington,  the  family'  locating  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  where  she  now  resides. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1884,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cald- 
well was  born  their  only  child,  Ina  Bell,  who  is 
now  a  bright  little  girl  of  four  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1886,  with  his  wife  and  little  daughter,  he  re- 
moved to  the  city  of  Burlington,  where  he  purchased 
eight  and  one-half  acres  of  land  on  West  Avenue, 
making  a  fine  home,  and  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness. Religioush'  he  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Presb3'terian  Church,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Church.  Thej'  are  highly  respected  in 
the  community  where  the}'  I'eside,  and  are  ranked 
among  Des  Moines  County's  best  citizens. 

^» ^^ ^ 


AMES  COX,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 7,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  was  born 
in  Prince  William  County,  Va.,  on  Dee.  3, 
1800,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Miller) 
Cox,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  John  Cox,  who  was 
a  carriage-maker  by  trade,  died  when  our  subject 
was  a  child  of  about  eight  years  of  age.  After  his 
father's  death  James  lived  with  his  mother  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  1828 — Miss  Mary  Ellen 
Cherry,  a  native  of  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,   becoming 


his  wife.  Her  father,  Richard  Cheiry,  was  a  native 
of  Charlestown,  Va.,  and  the  grandfather,  William 
Cherry,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  settled  in 
Charlestown  at  a  very  early  date,  and  built  the  first 
house  erected  in  that  city. 

In  1841  James  Cox,  our  subject,  emigrated  to 
Iowa,  settling  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des 
Moines  County.  The  Kaud  at  this  time  was  un- 
broken prairie;  deer,  flocks  of  wild  game  and  often 
bands  of  Indians  might  be  seen,  and  frequently 
wolves  could  be  heard  howling  close  to  the  house  at 
night.  Mr.  Cox  purchased  160  acres  of  this  raw 
prairie  land,  and  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  on 
section  8,  from  which  he  developed  a  farm,  there 
making  his  home  until  1874;  his  son  James  is  now- 
residing  upon  that  land.  In  that  year  he  purchased 
sevent}'  .acres  on  section  7,  in  the  same  township, 
where  he  still  resides,  though  his  landed  possessions 
now  amount  to  330  acres. 

This  worthy  couple  have  been  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Richard,  who  died  in  1870,  at  the 
age  of  forty  years;  Fletcher  Q.,  born  in  1833.  died 
in  1862;  George  Walker,  born  in  1836,  died  in 
1861;  Mar}'  Elizabeth,  who  was  the  first  wife  of 
Daniel  Swaney,  is  also  deceased ;  Martha  Elma, 
born  in  1842,  became  the  wife  of  Julius  Burnhard, 
and  died  in  1878;  James  Harris,  born  in  1845,  is 
married  to  Ellen  Russell,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead ;  Sarah  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Robinson, 
of  Northfleld;  and  Joseph,  born  ftlarch  28,  1853, 
resides  on  the  home  farm  with  his  parents.  For 
over  a  half-century  Mr.  Cox  has  been  one  of  the 
devoted  members  and  active  workers  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church;  he  has  always  taken  great 
interest  in  public  affairs,  and  in  politics  is  a  Repub- 
lican. The  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  of  James 
Cox  and  Mary  Ellen  Cherry  was  celebrated  on  the 
9th  of  April,  1888.  For  that  length  of  time  they 
have  traveled  life's  journey  together,  have  shared 
in  each  others  joys  and  sorrows,  and  can  now  look 
back  upon  a  well-spent  life,  which  is  drawing  to  a 
happy  close.  They  have  forty  grandchildren  and 
eight  great-grandchildren,  and  three  of  their  chil- 
dren and  seven  of  their  grandchildren  make  their 
home  with  them.  Starting  in  life  .is  a  poor  boy, 
Mr.  Cox  has  gained  all  he  has  mainly  by  his  own  in- 
dustr}',  enterprise  and  the  assistance  of  his  estimable 
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wife,  who  iiilieritecl  100  acres  of  lancl  wliieli  her 
tjr.ind father  had  earned  liy  service  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  Throughout  the  county  tliese  no- 
l)le  people  are  universally  respected,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  rccfird  their  sketch  among  others  of 
prominence  and  wortii.  Not  only  are  they  one  of 
the  oldest,  but  they  are  one  of  the  most  h'ghly 
esteemed  couples  vvho  have  ever  lived  in  Des 
Moines  Conntv. 

We  are  pleased  to  present  on  another  page  the 
portraits  of  these  old  residents,  who  are  admirable 
representatives  of  the  older  residents  of  this  county, 
which  they  have  done  so  much  to  develop.  Their 
many  friends  wish  for  them  yet  more  jears  to  add 
to  their  long  and  honored  lives. 


<3= 
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-^1,  LEXANDER  AVATSON.  a  pioneer  of  Des 
V@0]  Moines  County,  residing  on  section  2, 
11''  Yellow  Spring  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Ross  County,  Ohio,  horn  Jan.  14,  1822, 
."iud  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Jane  (Karr)  Watscm, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
father's  occupation  was  that  of  a  farmer,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  when  our 
subject  was  but  a  small  child.  The  mother,  with 
the  ai<l  of  her  children,  then  operated  that  farm 
until  1834.  when  she  emigrated  to  Morgan  Count3-, 
111.  In  that  county  they  rented  farms  for  three 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Pike  County,  111.,  where 
eighty  acres  of  land  were  purchased,  and  there  Mrs. 
Watson  lived  several  yeais,  when  she  removed  to 
Montgomery  County,  III.,  where  she  died.  She 
reared  a  family  of  five  children:  Catherine  became 
the  wife  of  Jesse  Taylor,  of  Morgan  County,  both 
of  whom  arc  now  deceased;  David  K.,  now  a  n;- 
tired  farmer  of  Brown  Countj',  111.;  James  C,  died 
in  Labette  County.  Kan.,  in  187(5;  Alexander,  our 
subject;  and  Milton  L.,  residing  with  the  latter. 

Alexander  Watson  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  re- 
ceiving such  education  as  could  be  obtained  at  the 
subscription  schools  of  that  early  daj'.  At  tiie  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  left  home,  going  to  Win- 
chester, 111.,  where  he  served  a  two-years  appren- 
ticeship at   the   harness-maker's  trade,  and   at  the 


expiration  of  that  time  returned  home,  remaining 
for  about  a  j'ear.  Deciding  to  go  West  he  emi- 
grated to  Iowa,  settling  in  Louisa  County,  where, 
in  1843,  he  purchased  a  farm,  making  that  his 
home  until  1851,  when  he  came  to  Des  IMoines 
County,  settling  in  Yellow  S[)ring  Township.  Pur- 
chasing eightj'-five  acres  of  raw  land  on  section  2, 
he  immediately  began  its  improvement,  and  now 
has  a  fine  farm  of  142  acres,  with  a  comfortable 
country  resi<lence  and  other  good  improvements. 
Politically,  Mr.  Watson  is  a  Republican,  and  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  his  party. 

In  184.5  the  mairiage  of  Mr.  Watson  with  Miss 
Lavina  Ann  Lee  was  celebrated.  Mrs.  Watson  is  a 
native  of  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Robert  W. 
Lee.  This  couple  have  been  the  parents  of  eight 
children :  David  W.,  now  a  resident  of  Sheridan, 
Iowa;  William  II.,  whose  home  is  in  Cass  Count}', 
Iowa;  Armilda,  wife  of  Harvey  .Stewart,  of  Morn- 
ing Sun,  this  State;  John  M.,  of  Marion  County, 
Iowa;  J.  J.  and  Clara  reside  at  home.  Two  are 
deceased:  Martha  Jane,  who  was  the  eldest  of  the 
family,  died  at  the  age  of  six  months,  and  Stephen 
A.  when  about  a  year  old. 


^ipsJDGAR  M.  BURT,  of  the  firm  of  N.  J.  Burt 
Ife)  &  Co.,  wholesale  seedsmen  of  Burlington, 
jy — ij  Iowa,  was  born  in  Cedarville,  Cumberland 
Co.,  N.  J.,  Nov.  23,  1812,  and  is  the  sou  of  Moses 
and  Lovicy  (Wescott)  Burt.  His  parents  were 
also  natives  of  New  Jersey,  being  descended  from 
old  German  families  of  that  State.  When  fifteen 
years  of  .age  Edgar  Burt  went  to  Cincinnati.  Oliic, 
where  he  served  a  regular  apprenticeshi|)  to  the 
tailor's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  1833.  when 
he  removed  to  La  F.ayette,  Iud.,  and  engaged  in  the 
clothing  business.  Going  to  Minnesota  for  his 
health  in  1862,  he  spent  six  years  on  a  farm,  and 
after  having  recovered  his  usual  health,  came  to 
Burlington,  where,  in  company  with  his  son  Nathan 
J.,  they  established  the  wholesale  seed  business, 
which  the}'  have  carried  on  successfully  since. 

Mr.  Burt  was  united  in  marriage  at  La  F.ayette, 
Ind.,  in  September,  1834,  with  Miss  Minerva  E. 
Jackson,  daughter  of  Dr.  N.  Jackson  of  that  city. 
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Mi-s.  Burt  was  horn  at  Piqu.a,  Ohio.  Ten  children 
blessed  their  union,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  five 
sons  and  two  daughters:  Lucius  C.  married  Miss 
Emma  Shippy  and  resides  in  Poughlceepsie,  N.  Y. ; 
Amelia  is  the  wife  of  John  M.  Carr  of  Chicago,  111. ; 
Edgar  married  MissCandace  Sample  of  LaFa^-ctte, 
Ind..  and  is  a  dentist  by  profession;  Nathan  J.  mar- 
ried Miss  Florence  Sigerson,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  seed  business  with  his  fatiier  at  Burling- 
ton; William  D.  is  a  resident  of  Burlington;  Walter 
married  Miss  Margaret  McCosh,  is  a  commercial 
traveler  and  resides  in  this  city;  Jlinnie  J.  the 
youngest,  lives  with  her  parents;  Frank  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven,  and  two  of  the  children  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mr.  Burt  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  have  been  identified  with  that 
body  for  over  forty  years.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  on  the  dissolution  of  that  organization 
and  the  formation  of  tlie  Republican  part^',  he 
joined  the  latter.  His  sons  are  all  voters  and 
members  of  tlie  same  part}'.  Although  in  his  seventy- 
sixth  3'ear,  Mr.  Burt  is  an  active  business  man,  with 
mental  faculties  unimpaired  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  fair  bodily  iiealth.  Alwa^-s  temperate  in  his 
habits,  he  li.as  led  an  upright,  honorable  and  useful 
life,  and  enjoys  in  the  fullest  degree  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


-^-^^ 


|EV.  JOHN  ZIMMERMANN,  p.astor  of  the 
German  Evangelical  (Zion)  Church  since 
the  organization  of  that  society  in  1864, 
^)was  born  in  Schaffliausen  Canton,  Switzer- 
land, Aug,  20, 1826,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mag- 
dalena  (Gasser)  Zimmermann.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Mission  House  of  Basle,  Switzerland,  and  at 
the  University  of  the  same  city,  graduating  in  1853. 
Soon  after  completing  his  course,  he  emigrated  to 
America,  taking  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and 
reaching  New  Orleans  after  a  voj'age  which  lasted 
sixty-three  da)-s.  From  that  city  he  proceeded  up 
the  Mississippi  River  to  Illinois,  locating  at  Free- 
port,  where  he  entered  upon  his  work  in  America. 
Mr.  Zimmermann  was  pastor  of  the  Church  of  his 
denomination  in  that  citj'  for  three  years,  being 
then  assigned  to  the  Church  at   New  Glarus,  Green 


Co.,  Wis.,  where  served  the  succeeding  three  years, 
then  was  pastor  for  three  years  at  Peru,  III.,  two  at 
Princeton,  and  in  the  spring  of  1.S64  caine  to  Burl- 
ington, Iowa.  The  society  of  which  he  has  been 
the  only  pastor  was  organized  but  a  short  time 
previous  to  his  coming  (March  13),  and  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  building  a  church,  it  being 
completed  and  dedicated  on  the  second  .Suuda}'  in 
August,  1865.     (Sec  history  of  Church.) 

Mr.  Zimmermann  was  married  at  F"reeport,  III., 
Nov.  12,  1854,  to  Miss  Magdalena  Auer,  daughter 
of  Conrad  Auer.  .She  was  born  in  Unterhallau, 
Schaffliausen  Canton,  Switzerland,  emigrating  to 
America  in  1854.  Five  children  graced  their  union: 
John  August,  who  was  a  theological  student,  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  Germany,  was  taken  sick  there, 
and  brought  home  by  his  lather,  his  death  occur- 
ring within  a  few  d.a^'s  after  his  return,  in  the  year 
1879,  at  the  ago  of  twenty-four  years;  William 
Conrad,  a  promising  young  man,  was  accidentally 
drowned  by  the  capsizing  of  a  small  row-boat  on 
the  Mississippi  River,  Aiiril  28,  1880;  Albert  E.  is 
an  employe  of  a  railroad  compan}'  at  Dubuque, 
Iowa;  Martin  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Martin 
F.  is  a  clerk  in  the  Second  National  Bank  of 
Dubuque.  Following  quickly  after  the  loss  of  his 
two  sons,  Mr.  Zimmermann  was  called  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  whose  death  occurred 
Feb.  10,  1883. 

Mr.  Zimmermann  has  proved  a  faithful  and  pop- 
ular pastor  of  his  Church,  which  he  has  served  wiih 
Christian  ze.al  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
his  abilit}'  and  worthiness  have  been  recognized  by 
the  S3'nod  in  choosing  him  President  of  that  bod}-, 
a  position  which  ho  has  hold  since  1882 — a  term  of 
six  j'oars. 


-» .^3^ ^- 

\*/_^ERMAN  ZIMMERMAN,  residing  at  Burl- 
ll  D)  '"oton,  Iowa,  Superintendent  of  Bridges 
'^^^  and  Buildings  of  the  East  Iowa  Division  of 
(^)  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Rail- 
road, is  a  native  of  Switzerland,  born  in  Argau 
Canton,  Feb.  18,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Hausler)  Zimmerman.  In  his  native  country 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  in  180S,  bid- 
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ding  good-bye  to  his  native  l.ind,  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and,  after  landing  in  America,  came  di- 
rectly to  Burlington.  The  following  year  he  was 
engage<l  with  the  Baltimore  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road Company,  which  was  subsequently  consolidated 
with  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quinc3^  in  whose 
employ  he  has  been  continuously  since.  In  1.S7S 
Mr.  Zimmerman  was  made  Gang  Foreman,  and  four 
years  later  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Super- 
intendent of  Bridges  and  Buildings. 

In  October.  1868,  Herman  Zimmerman  and  Miss 
Louisa  Gloor  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady 
is  a  native  of  Argan  Canton,  Switzerland,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Gloor.  Four  children  have 
graced  this  union,  two  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Herman,  now  aged  nineteen;  Jennie,  aged  seven- 
teen; Charles,  who  died  when  six  years  of  age;  and 
Theresa,  now  three  }'ears  of  age.  Mr.  Zimmerman 
aud  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  com- 
menced life  without  financial  aid,  but  by  persever- 
ance and  energy  he  has  overcome  all  difliculties, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  efficient  and  trusted  em- 
ployes of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Rail- 
road, who,  by  his  honesty  and  fidelity  to  duty,  has 
won  the  respect  of  all. 


;^^\  ^'^'TI^   .SCHAEFER,  one  of  the   pioneers 
I      Wl   ^^  ^^*  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
I       1*  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  July  4,  1810, 
^  and  there  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 

Mary  Funck,  Feb.  8,  1837.  She  was  also  a  n.ative 
of  Hesse,  born  in  the  year  1816.  Soon  after  their 
marriage,  the  young  couple  emigrated  to  America, 
and  in  October,  1837,  took  up  their  residence  on 
section  3,  Flint  River  Township,  where  Mr.  Schaefer 
purchased  land,  transforming  the  virgin  soil  into  a 
finely  cultivated  farm,  aud  there  undergoing  all 
tlie  hardships  incident  to  a  pioneer  life.  At  that 
time  Indians  were  frequently'  seen  on  their  way  to 
Burlington  for  their  annuities,  and  the  deer,  which 
then  roamed  over  the  prairies,  were  so  tame  that 
they  would  often  come  close  to  the  cabin.  In  1870 
Mr.   Schaefer  sold   his   farm   and   removed   to  the 


city  of  Burlington,  where  he  has  since  lived  a  re- 
tired life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schaefer  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Frederick,  a 
carpenter  and  joiner;  Charles,  who  is  a  cooper  by 
trade;  Philip,  of  the  firm  of  AVhite  <fe  Co.,  dry- 
goods  merchants;  and  Lizzie,  wife  of  Mr.  Rinke. 
Politically,  Mr.  Schaefer  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
strongly  supports  the  present  Administration.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schaefer  are  active  workers  in  the  Luth- 
eran (Zion)  Church,  of  which  they  have  been  life- 
long members.  For  over  a  half-century  they  have 
been  residents  of  Des  Moines  County,  have  seen  the 
vast  wilderness  transformed  into  beautiful  and 
highly-cultivated  farms,  while  handsome  mansions 
took  the  place  of  the  rude  log  cabins.  In  1850  Mr. 
Schaefer  crossed  the  plains  to  California,  thinking 
that  he  might  benefit  his  fortunes  in  the  mines,  but 
failing  in  this,  he  returned  the  same  year,  by  vvay 
of  South  America  and  the  Mississippi  River,  to 
Burlington. 


/p?)EORGE  W.  EOCKHOLD,  the  oldest  pas- 
l|[  (—7  senger  conductor  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
*^^Ji  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  now  in  .active 
service,  is  a  native-born  lowan,  his  birthplace  being 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry  County,  and  the  date  Oct.  5, 
1 846.  His  parents,  Elijah  and  Rebecca  (Whip)  Rock- 
hold,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  county. 
His  father  was  born  in  Highland  Countj-,  Ohio,  and 
was  of  German  ancestry,  and  the  mother  was  born  in 
Jessamine  County,  Ky.  They  were  married  in 
Ohio,  and  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  in  1844. 
His  father  was  a  contractor  by  occupation,  and 
continued  to  reside  at  Mt.  Pleasant  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  1.5,  1870.  The  mother  sur- 
vives her  husband  and  resides  in  Decatur  Countj', 
Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  and 
at  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Universitj'.  In  January, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  late  war  as  a  private  in 
Company  K,  4th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  served  until 
the  close,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Gun 
town,  Miss.,  and  the  big  Wilson  raid,  took  part  in 
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the  capture  of  Selma,  Ala.,  and  Columbus,  Ga., 
followed  Price  through  Arkansas,  besides  ])artici- 
pating  in  numerous  skirmishes.  He  was  mustered 
out  at  Davenport,  in  1865,  and  during  the  following 
winter  engaged  with  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
R.  R.,  as  brakesman.  One  year  later  he  was  pro- 
moted to  conductor,  and  continued  with  that  road 
for  four  years.  He  then  entered  the  service  of  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad  Com- 
pany, as  conductor,  and  has  now  been  running  a 
train  on  that  line  for  fifteen  years,  being  the  oldest 
in  years  of  service  of  the  conductors  now  actively 
employed  on  that  road. 

Mr.  Rockhold  was  married  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.i 
Oct.  26,  1870,  to  Miss  Elva  Tyler,  daughter  of 
James  Tyler.  Mrs.  Rockhold  was  born  at  St.  Louis, 
and  reared  at  St.  Joseph.  Mo.  Two  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  George  T3-ler,  born  at  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  Sept.  24,  1872;  and  Mabel  Geilevieve, 
also  born  in  this  city,  Oct.  6,  1874.  Mr.  Rockhold 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  thorough  railroad 
man  with  an  experience  of  twenty-two  3'ears,  enjoy- 
ing the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  popular 
railroad  conductors  in  Iowa.  For  the  past  twentj'- 
two  years  he  has  resided  at  Burlington. 


-^^B" 


^  OHN  W.  TALBOTT.  one  of  llie  le.vling  farm- 
ers of  Yellow  Spring  Townsliip,  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  residing  on  section  27,  is  a 
(^/'  native  of  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  born  March 
9,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Aquilla  and  Emily  (Greg- 
ory) Talbott,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  father  emigrated  to  Indiana  about 
1830,  he  being  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  and  there 
in  the  forest  he  developed  a  farm,  which  was  the 
home  of  the  family  until  1842,  when  they  again 
became  pioneers  of  a  new  country,  this  time  settling 
in  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Talbott 
purchased  an  unimproved  farm  on  section  32,  Yel- 
low Spring  Township.  This  land  he  improved  and 
made  his  home  until  1855,  when  he  returned  to  In- 
diana, and  while  there  was  taken  sick  with  cholera  and 
died.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  and 
always  took  a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
political  questions.     The  widow  still  survives  him, 

^4« .^^...^_____ 


and  now  resides  with  a  daughter  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship, at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  namely:  Nanc}-, 
wife  of  E.  G.  Archer,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Yellow  Spring  Township;  J.  W.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Asa,  a  resident  farmer  of  Clarke 
County,  Iowa;  Robert,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twentj'-four  j'ears;  George,  a  farmer  of  Yellow 
Spring  Township;  Edward,  engaged  in  farming  in 
Jackson  iCounty,  Ore.;  Luther,  a  farmer  in  Wash- 
ington Township;  Mary  became  the  wife  of  John 
Ibbitson,  also  a  farmer  of  Yellow  .Spring  Township; 
Armilda,  widow  of  John  Thomas,  resides  in  Frank- 
lin Township,  and  her  mother  makes  her  home  with 
her. 

J.  W.  Talbott  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  his  whole 
life  has  been  spent  in  tilling  the  soil.  In  1854,  when 
twenty-two  3'ears  of  age,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Jane  Gaudy,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a 
daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Sarah  (Martin)  Gaudv. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  .Scotland,  but  came  to 
Canada  when  a3'oung  man,  later  took  up  his  residence 
in  New  York,  where  he  was  married,  and  in  1837 
came  to  Des  Moines  Count3',  settling  on  a  farm  in 
Franklin  Township,  where  he  passed  the  rem.iinder 
of  his  life.  H  is  death  occurred  in  1874,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1878,  she  being  sixty-five  3'ears  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  death. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Talbott:  Melville  C,  now  a  farmer  of  Cass  County, 
Iowa;  Hamilton,  a  farmer  of  Pottawattamie  County, 
Iowa;  Charles,  a  farmer  of  the  same  county;  Will- 
iam, John  E.,  Oscar  and  Bertha,  yet  residing  with 
their  parents.  In  politics  Mr.  Talbott  is  a  Demo- 
crat. Financially,  he  is  a  self-made  man,  and  through 
his  own  efforts  has  gained  a  comfortable  compe- 
tence. In  1856  Mr.  Talbott  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  partiall3'  improved  land  on  section  27,  Yellow 
Spring  'lownship  and  there  he  yet  resides,  though 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  237  acres.  He  has  made  a 
specialty  of  raising  fine  horses  of  the  Hambletonian 
stock,  keeping  a  fine  specimen  of  that  breed,  and 
aims  to  have  fine  roadsters  on  hand  for  sale  at  all 
times.  He  is  a  S3'stematic  farmer,  and  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Des  Moines  Count3-,  having  be- 
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come  a  resident  in  1812.  and  now  for  almost  half  a 
century  lins  witnessed  its  growth  and  di'velopment- 
its  progress  and  civilization,  is  tliorouglily  iden- 
tified with  its  interests,  and  is  hifjhl}'  esteemed  liy 
those  of  its  people  who  know  him. 


i" 


^,^1  UGUST  L.  SCIILAPl'.  a  member  of  the 
>@/JI!  wholesale  grocery  Injiise  of  IJiklen,  \\'inzer 
*  &  Co.,  was  liorn  in  Hesse-Darmst.adt,  Ger- 
many, July  "27,  18-37.  and  is  a  son  of  II.  L. 
bchlapp.  also  a  native  of  that  country.  He  was 
educated  in  the  g3-mnasium  of  his  native  cit}',  tak- 
ing a  classical  course,  and  then  was  emplo3"ed  in  an 
antiquarian  book-store  for  a  time  as  a  salesman,  but 
subsequently  emigrated  to  America,  coming  direct 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  which  he  reached  in  July, 
1857.  At  tliis  time  he  was  but  twenty  years  of 
age.  lie  engaged  as  a  farm-liand  in  Des  Moines 
Count}',  also  doing  some  work  of  the  same  cliar- 
acter  in  Henry  County  until  the  war  broke  out, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  Fremont  Hussars,  an  inde- 
pendent cavalry  regiment,  Imt  was  subsequently 
ti'ansferred  with  his  company  to  the  5th  Iowa 
Cavahy,  was  captured  near  Alayfield,  Ivy.,  in  18ti2. 
held  a  prisoner  for  two  weeks  and  discharged  on 
parole.  The  parole  was  not  respected  by  his  supe- 
rior ollicors,  anil,  with  others  of  his  comrades,  he 
was  forced  to  return  t(j  active  duty.  His  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant  occurred 
Oct.  20,  1.S64.  Until  18G3  Mr.  .Sehlapp's  services 
werp  employed  in  hunting  guerrillas,  but  at  that 
time  his  regiment  joined  the  main  arm^',  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  before  Murfreesboro,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Mnrfrc  sboro,  Shelby- 
ville,  Tullaiioma,  Chattanooga,  capture  of  Atlanta, 
biittle  of  Jonesboro,  Franklin,  N.ashville,  Decatur, 
tlie  raid  through  Middle  Tennessee,  Wilson's  Raid, 
the  capture  of  Selma,  Ala.,  and  of  Columbus,  Ga. 
He  was  mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the  war,  Aug. 
20,  1865. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Schlapp  located 
in  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  eng.aged  with  Starker 
<i-  Hiigemann,  wholesale  grocers,  as  shipping  clerk, 
and  one  year  later  left  them  to  engage  in  the  retail 
groceiy  business  at  Ft.  Madison.  He  carried  on 
^«  


that  business  successfully  until  1875,  when  he  sold 
out,  returned  to  Burlington,  and  with  Bikleii  and 
AVinzer  succeeded  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of 
Starker,  Hagemann  &  Co.  Mr.  Schlapp  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  firm  of  Biklen,  Winzer  <fe 
Co..  the  most  extensive  house  in  this  line  in  the 
city  since  its  incorporati(jn. 

On  the  13lh  of  Oclober,  1860,  in  Burlington, 
Iowa,  Mr.  Schlapp  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Lina  Krust.  a  native  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Three  liv- 
ing children  grace  their  union,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter — Carl  II.  L.,  Ernest  Otto  and  Anna. 

Mr.  Sclilap|)  was  a  Republican  for  many  years, 
but  is  now  known  as  a  member  of  that  class  called 
JMugwumps,  and,  having  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
the  honors  of  public  office,  has  devoted  his  atten- 
tion strictly  to  business  pursuits.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Turners'  Society,  the  Crystal  Lake  Shooting 
Club,  the  Burlington  Commercial  Club,  and  Burl- 
ington .Scbuetzcn  Verein,  and  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare 
and  development  of  the  cit}',  being  recognized  as 
one  of  the  representative  business  men. 


'^/If^^v 


EV.  J.  M.  FLODIN,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  is 
a  native  of  Swe<(en,  and  was  born  Sept.  29, 


lk>\\\  1848,  at  Wisby.  Gothland.  His  earlier  life 
^(^w.as  spent  in  his  native  country  and  there  he 
received  liis  education,  attending  school  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, Russia,  and  later  at  Stockholm,  Sweden. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  P.  Erickson  and  Ulricka  Berg- 
lund.  On  the  2d  of  July,  1881,  the  same  day  on 
which  President  Garfield  was  shot,  Mr.  Flodin 
landeil  in  America.  lie  was  ordained  for  the  min- 
istry at  Rock  Island,  111.,  in  the  winter  of  1881,  J. 
.Stardling  and  A.  B.  Argren  of  the  Council  officiat- 
ing. At  Princeton,  111.,  Rev.  Flodin  first  began 
preaching  the  gospel,  and  from  there  went  to  Willis 
Creek,  Iowa,  then  to  ]..ucas,  later  to  Creston,  and 
coming  from  the  latter  place  to  Burlington.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  ministry,  and  also  in 
cliurch-l>uilding,  houses  of  worship  being  erected 
both  at  Lucas  and  Creston,  while  he  was  pastor. 
Under  his  present  ministry  the  congregation  are 
erecting  a  beautiful  brick  cluncli  edifice  on  Etna 
s^ 
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and  Angular  slioets.  at  a  cost  of  i>ver  $4,000.  Jlr. 
Flodin  being  niainl}'  instrumental  in  securing  its 
erection.  He  is  a  very  successful  pastor  and  in 
cluircli  extension  he  excels. 

On  the  15th  of  November.  1872,  Mr.  Flodin  (v.ns 
united  in  marriage  vvttli  Margarita  Anderson,  who 
was  liorn  at  Bones,  Mora  Dalarna,  Sweden,. Tune  27, 
1849,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Anders  and  Margarita 
(Mattdatter)  Anderson.  Two  children  grace  their 
union :  Walldamer,  now  thirteen  years  of  age,  and 
Alida,  aged  eleven  years. 

^S^EORGE  W.  PATTERSON,  a  soldier  in  the 
III  J— ^  War  of  the  Rebellion,  now  residing  in  Medi- 
^^]ij)  apolis,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Vandalia,  Hamil- 
ton Co.,  Ohio,  ne.ar  tliecity  of  Cincinnati,  June  13, 
1834.  His  parents,  Ellis  and  Hannah  (Worrell) 
Patterson,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
father  of  Irish  parentage,  the  mother  of  French  de- 
scent. The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
w.as  .John  Patterson,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
1840  the  fatlier  of  George  W.  emigrated  to  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  settling  six  miles  north  of 
Burlington,  where  he  resided  for  a  j'ear,  and  then 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  city,  where  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  a  Mr.  Albright,  engaged  in  making 
brick.  The  following  year,  in  1842,  he  purchased 
a  brick-yard  of  Samuel  Pitt,  and  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  brick,  wliich  he  continued  for  a 
period  of  sixteen  years,  or  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1857.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
a  partner  of  the  Hon.  E.  D.  Rand  and  Mr.  Caster. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patter- 
son, but  four  died  in  cliildliood.  Those  living  are 
George  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Lydia  A. 
became  the  wife  of  George  True,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  the  hospital  at  St.  Louis,  from  the  effects 
of  a  wound  received  at  Vicksburg,  while  fighting 
for  his  country,  and  after  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band she  wedded  Erwin  Downer,  a  farmer  residing 
near  Kossuth,  Iowa;  Ira  D.  is  a  farmer  of  Benton 
Township,  Des  Moines  County;  and  Mary  Ellen  is 
the  wife  of  Owen  Bandy  of  Kossuth.  Ellis  Patter- 
son w.as  a  man  who  took  great  interest  in  public 
affairs,  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 


his  wife  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliurch. 

Nearl}-  the  entire  life  of  our  subject  has  been 
spent  in  Des  Moines  Count}'.  He  was  reared  in  the 
cit}-  of  Burlington,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  be- 
gan the  study  of  photography,  and  carrieil  on  that 
business  both  in  Burlington  and  in  Kossuth.  On 
the  13th  of  .lune.  1801,  Mr.  Patterson  responded  to 
his  country's  call  for  volunteers,  enlisting  in  the  1st 
Iowa  Cavalry,  and  serving  for  nearly  three  years. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove  and 
many  other  skirmishes;  fought  against  tlie  liush- 
whackers,  was  under  fire  at  the  battle  of  Little 
Rock,  anil  received  a  slight  wound  in  Arkansas,  in 
a  skirmish  at  Yellville.  At  that  place  was  stored 
a  considerable  amount  of  commissary  supplies, 
which  the  command  destroyed  b)'  burning.  Mr. 
Patterson  was  P'irst  Corporal  and  Guidon-Bearer, 
and  should  have  been  the  first  in  place  for  the  com- 
pany to  form  on,  but  having  stopped  to  assist  two 
intoxicated  comrades  from  a  cellar,  w.as  not  in  place 
when  the  assembly  S(junded,  and  for  this  breach  <jf 
discipline  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  rear  guard, 
instead  of  being  in  his  usual  position  in  the  ad- 
vance. The  head  of  the  column  at  <mce  left  the 
town,  but  before  the  rear  guard  got  away,  a  rebel 
hospital,  in  which  were  many  of  their  wounded, 
caught  fire,  and  in  assisting  to  rescue  the  unfortu- 
nate rebels,  Mr.  Patterson's  eyes  were  so  severely  in- 
jured by  fire  and  smoke  as  to  cause  a  total  loss  of 
sight.  Thus  liquor,  which  works  so  much  injury 
and  evil,  was  the  indirect  cause  of  his  great  calam- 
ity, though  Ml'.  Patterson  himself  has  alw.ays  been, 
one  of  the  most  strictlj'  temperate  of  men.  This 
affliction  of  course  rendered  him  unfit  for  further 
service,  and  he  w.as  consequently  discharged  Nov. 
2,  1803,  after  which  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  with  the 
hope  that  medical  treatment  might  there  be  ob- 
t.ained  which  would  afford  him  some  relief.  After 
remaining  at  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind  in  that  city  forayear,  he  entered  the  Iowa 
College  for  the  Blind,  at  Vinton,  the  first  of  the 
kind  established  in  the  United  States,  and  where  he 
rem.ained  for  six  years,  during  which  time,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  scientific  and  literary  studies,  he  learned 
mattress,  brush  and  broom  making. 

Returning  to  Kossuth,  Iowa,  Mr.  Patterson    fol- 
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lowed  bi'ooni-making  until  1878,  when  he  removed 
to  Mediapolis,  and  hassince  lived  n  retired  life.  He 
w.ns  niiirried  .Sept.  28,  1877,  to  Lena  .Johnson,  wlio 
was  a  native  of  Lee  County,  Iowa,  and  a  danglitor 
of  .lolin  and  Rebecca  (Miller)  Johnson,  the  father 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  people  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  the  mother  a 
native  (jf  Kentucky.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  are 
the  parents  of  three  cluldren — Winnetta,  Ralph 
Wendell  and  Alice.  IMrs.  Patterson  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  of  Medi- 
ajjolis,  she  being  the  first  President  of  the  latter 
organization,  and  its  Secretary'  for  the  past  three 
years.  She  is  a  most  companionable,  intelligent 
lady,  and  (irior  to  her  marriage  was  engaged  in 
teaching.  Mr.  Patterson  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  of  Sheppard  Post,  No.  157,  G. 
A.  R.  One  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Des  Moines 
County,  he  has  witnessed  its  development  from  a 
wild,  nnlnokcn  prairie,  to  a  state  of  great  cultiva- 
tion. Since  he  Ijecame  one  of  its  residents,  towns 
and  villages  have  sprung  up,  schools  and  colleges 
been  lnult.  railroads  cross  and  re-cross  each  other, 
and  every  advantage  has  been  secured  which  tends 
to  make  it  one  of  the  liest  counties  in  the  State.  In 
all  this  work  of  civilization  and  progress.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson has  borne  an  active  \inrU  and  we  aie  pleased 
to  place  on  the  pages  of  Des  Moines  County's  his- 
tory, the  record  of  this  worthy  citizen,  respected 
l)ioneer  and  brave  soldier. 


^^8e 


"^  EMMON  BURK,  deceased,  who  settled  in 
I  (©  ^'"^  Moines  County  in  1851.  was  born  in 
jlL^  Baltimore,  Md.,  June  30,  1805,  and  was  a 
son  of  Elisha  and  Rachel  (Fuget)  Burk,  who  were 
also  natives  of  that  city.  He  was  the  second  of  a 
family  of  two  children;  Alexis,  the  eldest,  died  in 
18G1.  When  our  subject  was  but  four  months  old, 
his  mother  was  called  to  her  final  home,  her  death 
occurring  in  October,  1805.  The  father  later  married 
Miss  Temperance  Jones,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
Baltimore,  the  marriage  taking  place  in  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  in  1809,  and  to  them  five  children 
have  been  born,  of  whom  Lewis,  Nelson  and  Ulick  are 
deceased  ;  Rachel,  the  widow  of  William  Ammerman, 


resides  in  Howard  County,  lud.;  and  Ellen  is  the 
wife  of  8.  P.  Safer,  a  farmer  of  Flint  River  Township. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  in  1819,  and  was 
buried  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  the  mother 
departed  this  life  in  1825,  her  remains  being  placed 
by  the  side  of  her  husband. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  Hamil- 
ton County,  Ohio,  where  he  leceived  a  common- 
school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  lie 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  going  to  Baltimore 
County,  Md.,  there  learning  the  trade  of  carding 
and  fulling.  Remaining  there  for  three  years,  he 
then  started  on  foot  for  Ilamdton  County,  Ohio,  a 
distance  of  four  hundred  miles.  After  working 
that  winter  in  Hamilton  County,  Mr.  Burk  once 
more  returned  to  Marj-land,  where,  ou  the  28th  of 
July,  1828,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Rachel  Green,  of  Baltimore.  At  that  time  he  had 
to  pay  §4.50  for  a  license.  Mrs.  Burk  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Abednego  and  Martha  (Burk)  Green.  The 
following  September  the  young  couple  removed  to 
Butler  Count}',  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Burk  purch.ased 
fifty  acres  of  land  and  began  farming,  which  occu- 
pation he  folhjwed  until  within  a  few  3'ears,  after 
wiiich  he  lived  a  retired  life.  Remaining  upon  the 
f.arm  in  Ohio  until  1832  he  solil  out,  and  went  to 
Union  County,  Iml.,  where  he  purchased  220  acres 
of  land,  all  of  which  had  been  cultivated,  though 
no  buildings  had  yet  been  erected.  A  house  and 
barn  were  built,  and  there  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burk  re- 
sided until  1851,  when,  selling  their  land,  they 
became  residents  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  pur- 
chasing 380  acres  in  Flint  River  Township.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  still  owned  180  acres  of  this 
land,  having  sold  or  divided  among  his  children  the 
remaining  200. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burk  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Mary  E.,  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  is  the 
wife  of  W.  F.  Johnson,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work;  Martha,  also  a  native  of 
that  county,  is  the  widow  of  D.  C.  Riley ;  Barbara 
A.,  born  in  Butler  County,  is  the  deceased  wife  of 
Samuel  Moore,  a  farmer  of  Flint  River  Township; 
Eliza  J.  became  the  wife  of  J.  Q.  Graham,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  and 
Susan  R.,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Moore,  a 
farmer  of  Union  Township.     On  the  9th  of   June, 
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1876,  Mrs.  Biirk  was  called  to  licr  final  home,  (lying 
at  tlie  ago  of  sevunty-five.  B3'  her  death  tlie  family 
lost  a  kind  wife  and  indulgent  mother,  and  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  was  a 
member,  an  active  worker. 

In  1862  Mr.  Burk  enlisted  in  the  .37th  Iowa  regi- 
ment, known  as  the  Gray  Beard  Regiment,  it  being 
composed  of  men  to  old  to  enter  the  regular  service. 
He  did  garrison  duty  for  two  years,  and  then  was 
discliarged  on  account  of  failing  eye-sight.  We  are 
l)leased  tf>  record  the  sketch  uf  this  respected  citi- 
zen, soidier  and  pioneer,  who  fiu' almost  forty  years 
has  aided  largely  in  the  progress  and  development 
which  has  made  Ues  Moines  County  second  to  none 
in  the  State.  He  died  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Riley, 
in  Flint  River  Townsliip,  .July  22,  1888.  aged 
eighty-four.  Mr.  Burk  was  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Des  Moines  County.  Commencing  life 
without  financial  aid,  he  had,  bj'  industry  and  econ- 
omy, accumulated  a  comfortable  competence. 

The  patrons  of  this  work  will  be  pleased  to  see 
the  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burk,  which  appearon 
a  preceding  page.     Kone  are  more  worthy  a  place. 


W)ILLIAM  H.  LEE,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  31,  Yellow  .Spring 
Township,  Des  Moines  County,  was  born 
in  Louisa  Count}',  Iowa,  Aug.  30.  1839,  and  is  a 
son  of  Robert  W.  Lee,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere.  He  w.-is  reared  upon  his  father's  farm 
only  half  a  mile  from  the  Des  Jloines  County  line, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
In  18G3,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  Mr.  Lee  en- 
listed in  the  volunteer  service,  becoming  a  member 
of  Company  D,  8th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  serving 
until  the  close  of  the  Rebellion.  He  participated 
in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  during  which  he  was 
under  fire  for  eighty-six  days  in  succession,  then, 
after  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  was  sent  to  Florence,  Ala., 
his  regiment  being  the  first  to  meet  Hood.  Later 
they  were  ordered  to  Nashville,  participating  in  the 
battle  of  Franklin,  and  also  a  two-days'  fight  at  the 
former  city,  and  during  the  Wilson  raid  were  en- 
gaged in  many  skirmishes.     Mr.  L.  was  hurt  by  the 


fall  of  a  horse,  and  was  discharged,  Aug.  13,  1865, 
at  Macon,  Ga.  Returning  home  he  carried  on  the 
farm  for  a  year. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1865,  Mr.  Lee  and 
Sarah  E.  Lindsey,  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
were  married,  and  b}-  their  union  one  child  was 
born,  Celia,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Lee  was 
called  to  her  final  home  in  1867,  and  Mr.  Lee  was 
again  married,  Dec.  27,  186U,  Miss  Mary  .lane 
Graves  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Bar- 
tholomew County,  Ind.,  of  which  county  her  father, 
William  Graves,  was  also  a  native.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lee  have  been  the  parent  of  seven  children — Will- 
iam G.,  Robert  H.,  Umatilla  L.,  Henrj'  W.,  James 
W..  Jennie  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years, 
and  Alexander  T.  After  his  marriage  Mi'.  Lee 
rented  a  farm  in  Louisa  Countj',  for  one  year,  and 
later  became  a  resident  of  Marion  Count}',  Iow.-j., 
where  he  purchased  eighty-five  acres  of  land,  and 
subsequently  returned  to  his  native  county,  taking 
charge  of  the  home  farm  until  his  father's  death, 
which  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1874.  Mr.  Lee's 
next  place  of  residence  was  at  Mediapolis.  where, 
in  connection  with  John  T.  Lee  and  J.  Goudie,  he 
carried  on  general  merchandising  for  three  years, 
when,  selling  out,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  34,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  engaged  in  general  farming.  He 
is  a  member  of  Sheppard  Post,  No.  157,  G.  A.  R., 
has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee,  served 
several  terms  as  AMerman  in  Mediapolis,  has  been 
Director  and  Secretaiy  of  the  School  Board  for  six 
years,  and  politically  is  a  stalwart  Republican. 


-#^« 


I  Ij^ILLIAM  H.  RANDALL,  M.  D.,  a  promi- 
\/iJ//  "'^'"''  Physici'i"  of  Des  Moines  County, 
V^^  Iowa,  resides  in  the  village  of  Augusta, 
which  has  been  his  home  since  1862.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Wilton,  Me.,  born  in  1832,  his  parents, 
Esek  and  Edith  (Pickens)  Randall,  being  also  na- 
tives of  that  place.  Until  sixteen  years  of  age,  our 
subject  had  the  privilege  of  attending  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  securing  therein  a  fair 
English  education,  and  a  limited  knowledge  of 
mathematics.     He  then  went  to  the  village  of  Up- 
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ton.  ]\[mss.,  where  he  lonnicrl  the  shoemaker':;  trade, 
nt  whieh  he  nnikeil  until  he  hnrl  acciiniiilnteil  a 
small  Slim  of  money,  "lien  he  fletermine'i  to  secnre 
a  lielter  education,  anil  thus  preiiare  himself  for 
greater  nsefniness  in  life.  For  one  and  one-half 
years  he  attended  an  Academy  in  Thelford,  Vt., 
then  engaged  in  teaching,  and  during  his  spare 
moments  read  medicine,  subsequent!}'  attending 
lectures  nt  the  !\Iedical  College  in  Castleton,  Vt.. 
friini  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  l)So7. 
Shoitly  after  his  graduation  the  young  Doctor  left 
the  East  and  located  in  Clay  County.  III.,  where  he 
actively  engaged  in  practice  until  l!S63.  The  great 
Rebellion  had  now  been  in  progress  nearly  three 
years,  and  the  patriotic  heart  of  Dr.  Randall  could 
no  longer  withstand  the  appeals  of  his  country  for 
more  men.  Returning  East,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  the  11th  Slassachusetls  Infantrj',  and  with  gun 
■and  knapsack  marched  to  the  front.  He  was  soon, 
however,  given  a  commission  as  Second  Assistant 
Surgeon  of  the  I'Jlh  Maine  Infantry,  but  was 
quickly  promoted  Surgeon  of  his  regiment,  with 
the  rank  of  Major,  serving  as  such  until  the  close 
of  the  war. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  Dr.  Randall  located 
in  Richland  Coutit}'.  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until 
1869,  when  he  came  to  Des  Moines  Count}-,  Iowa, 
locating  in  Augusta,  where  he  has  since  continued 
to  reside.  In  the  twenty  j'ears  of  his  residence  in 
Augusta,  he  has  built  up  an  excellent  practice,  and 
has  won  the  confidence  of  the  entire  community, 
both  as  a  physician  and  a  surgeon.  His  practice 
extends  into  Lee  and  Henry  Counties,  as  well  as  in 
Des  Moines,  and  comprises  many  of  the  best  people 
within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  in  each  of  the  three 
counties.  Since  his  residence  here,  prosperitj'  has 
attended  him,  and  he  is  now  the  owner,  in  addition 
to  his  village  property,  of  185  acres  of  land  near 
the  village,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation. 

In  1860  Dr.  Randall  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mi.ss  Martha  Fowler,  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them — Anna  is  now  the 
wife  of  W.  A.  Murphy,  a  farmer  residing  in  Lee 
County,  Iowa;  the  other  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years.  Politically,  Dr.  Randall  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, one  of  the  kind  who   firmly   believes  in    the 


l)rinciples  of  the  party  and  that  its  d.ays  of  useful- 
ness were  not  numberefl  when  slavery  was  de- 
stroyed and  the  Union  restoreil.  He  believes  that 
much  yet  remains  to  be  done  bj-  the  Oran<l  Ohl 
Party,  and  that  it  must  always  take  advanced  po- 
sition upon  every  great  civil  or  moral  question  that 
agitates  the  people.  In  the  temperance  cause  the 
Doctor  has  ahv.ays  been  quite  active,  and  believes 
in  the  entire  abolition  of  the  liquor  traffic.  As  a 
temiierance  man  he  has  advocated  pniliibition, 
speaking  his  sentiments  freely,  even  though  sur- 
rounded by  many  who  do  not  agree  with  him  iqion 
the  question.  Few  men  enjoy  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  C(mniiunity  in  which  they  resiiie  to  a 
greater  degree  than  Dr.  Randall.  His  good  wife  is 
a  worthy  helpmate  to  him.  and  together  they  exert 
a  good  influence  in  the  social  circle  and  wherever 
known. 


OBERT  SAFLEY,  foreman  of  the  Burling- 
f  ,  ton  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  machine- 
shops,  of  Burlington.  Iowa,  was  born  in 
^'Elfson,  Scotland,  March  4,  182G.  His  par- 
ents. Thomas  and  Henrietta  Waddel  (Fenwick) 
Safley.  emigrated  to  America  in  1836.  locating  in 
Waterford,  N.  Y.,  where  Thomas  worked  at  his 
trade,  that  of  a  blacksmith.  Of  their  children  five 
are  yet  living:  Robert,  of  our  sketch;  Henrietta, 
wife  of  S.  L.  Dowes,  of  Cedar  Rapiils;  Maj.  .John 
J.,  who  was  one  of  the  gallant  soldiers  of  the  late 
war,  is  a  resident  of  Indiana,  and  proprietor  of  the 
Lodi  Mineral  Springs;  Lieut.  Alexander,  a  lesident 
of  Boidder,  Colo.,  enlisted  in  the  2d  Colorado  regi- 
ment, serving  three  j'ears,  in  politics  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  was  commissioned  under  President  Ar- 
thur; Susan,  wife  of  F.  P.  Jagger,  a  i)rominent 
business  man  of  Burlington;  Andi'ew  was  one  of 
the  brave  soldiers  who  laid  down  his  life  in  defen.se 
of  his  flag  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Mrs. 
Safley  died  in  Waterford,  N.  Y.,  in  1851,  and  in 
1853  the  family  removed  to  Linn  County,  Iowa; 
where  Thomas  Safley  died  in  1883. 

Robert  Saflej',  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received 
an  academic  education  in  Waterford,  and  spent 
three  years  in  the  study  of  law  under  .ludge  Porter 
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but  not  likhiic  tlic  profession  abandoned  it,  turning 
his  attention  to  nieclianical  wurtc,  wliicli  lie  liad 
Ijreviotisly  commenced,  and  became  inotlcient  in 
tlie  trade.  After  leavinir  the  oflicc  of  .Indite  Pur- 
ler ho  entered  into  partnership  with  Henry  D.  Ful- 
ler, and  established  the  Colioes  foundry  ami  ma- 
chine sliops.  pio>ecuting  that  business  up  to  l>'7'2, 
and  accumuialiny  a  comfortable  fortune,  wliich  he 
sunk  ill  a  kuitling-niill  at  Waterford.  In  1«7()  Mr. 
.Safley  went  to  Cedar  R.-ipids,  renKjvinuf  his  familj' 
the  following-  year,  since  whicli  time  he  has  been 
employed  by  the  Burlington.  Cedar  Rapids  il-  Xorlh- 
ern  Railroad,  and  in  l«,s(l  lie  nas  .-issigned  as  fore- 
man at  lUuliiigton. 

iMr.  Salley,  in  l.^.")4.  wedded  Miss  Mary  Ilolroyd. 
v.'\u)  was  boil)  in  .Manchester,  Knghind.  in  1834. 
By  this  union  there  are  two  children — Robert  and 
Ella  15.  .Mr.  Shafley  is  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary aljility,  and  is  well  posted  on  the  affairs  of 
his  country. 


■iIlOMAS  SMITH  HUTCHCROFT.oneofthe 
proprietors  of  the  mill  of  Hutchcroft  &  Gel- 
j^  <lard,  of  Kossuth,  Iowa,  vva.s  born  in  York- 
shire. England,  in  183;'),  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and 
Elizabeth  (Smi'Ji)  Hutchcroft,  also  natives  of  the 
same  county.  He  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm, 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  land, 
and  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Eiland,  a  na- 
tive of  Yorkshire,  and  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Hannah  (Corps)  Eland,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Y'orkshire.  Immediately  after  their  marriage  the 
young  couple  sailed  for  America  and  landed  in 
New  York,  but  at  once  went  to  Canada,  settling  in 
London  Township,  Canada  West.  The  following 
year,  in  the  spring  of  1858,  Mr.  Hutchcroft's  par- 
ents came  to  America  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Y'ellow  Spring  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
where  a  farm  was  purchased,  and  there  they  resided 
for  many  years,  when  they  removed  to  Kossuth, 
Iowa,  and  lived  a  retired  life.  Mr.  Hutchcroft 
died  Sept.  9,  1879,  the  death  of  his  wife  having  oc- 
curred June  21,  1879.  They  were  both  devout 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 


were  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Kossuth.  The 
father  was  an  excellent  business  man,  and  during 
his  life  aceumnlated  quite  a  fortune. 

After  going  to  Canada  Thomas  Hutchcroft  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  six  months  and  then  removed 
to  Kossuth.  Iowa,  there  being  employed  as  a  f;irm 
lalnu'er.  The  next  j'ear  a  farm  was  rented,  but  as 
cash  was  paid  for  the  rent,  instead  of  produce,  he 
lost  money.  The  following  year,  in  eomp.iny  wiih 
his  lirutlier-iii-law.  Robert  Eland,  140  acres  of  land 
were  purchased,  wliich  they  cultivated  for  two  years, 
when  Mr.  Hutchcroft  purchased  the  other's  interest. 
Two  more  years  passed  in  which  he  engaged  in 
farming,  and  tlien  the  fainil}'  removed  to  Kossuth, 
and  after  a  residence  there  of  but  a  few  months 
another  farm  was  rented  for  a  year.  At  the  exiiir- 
alion  of  that  time  the  mill  i)roi)erty  in  Kossuth  was 
offered  for  sale  and  Mr.  Hutchcroft  became  the 
owner.  He  still  has  a  three-fourths  interest,  Will- 
iaiu  Geldard  owning  the  remainder,  and  is  doing  a 
fine  business,  a  sketch  of  which  a|>|)ears  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mis. 
Hutchcroft:  Anna  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  j-ears;  Henrietta  Jane  makes  her  home 
with  her  parents;  .Susan  died  of  scarlet  fever  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  William  Elsworth  died  when 
but  a  year  old;  Lillie  pjUgeiiie  and  Oscar  are  both 
residing  with  their  parents;  an  infant,  Amy  Jane, 
who  was  second  in  order  of  birth,  died  at  the  age  of 
six  weeks.  Mr.  Hutchcroft  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  has 
been  Sunda^'-school  Suiierintendent,  Class-Leader 
and  Trustee,  and  is  active  in  all  Church  work.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  Republican,  and  strongly  advocates  the 
enforcement  of  the  prohibition  laws.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  School  Director  of  Y^ellow  Spring 
Township.  Starting  life  a  poor  boy,  Mr.  Hutch- 
croft has  made  all  he  possesses  by  his  own  efforts. 
With  but  a  few  shillings  in  his  pocket  he  went  to 
Canada  and  immediately  secured  work,  and  by  en- 
ergy, economy  and  unceasing  labor,  together  with 
the  assistance  of  his  good  wife,  he  has  become  one 
of  the  well-to-do  men  of  Yellow  Spring  Township. 
Besides  the  splendid  property  before  mentioned,  he 
is  the  owner  of  a  fine  residence  and  other  valuable 
property  in  Kossuth.       Mr.  Hutchcroft  is  a  liberal 
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minded  man,  alvva^'s  ready  to  aid  in  the  advance- 
ment of  public  interests,  and  is  iiigbly  respected  by 
all  who  liave  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him.  As 
an  upright  business  man  and  good  citizen,  he  stands 
in  the  front  rank  of  the  best  citizens  of  Des  Moines 
County. 

ILLIAM  GELDARD,of  the  firm  of  Hutch- 
1/  croft  &  Geldard,  proprietors  of  the  mill  at 
I  Kossuth,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  En- 
gland, in  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Baxter)  Geldard,  whose  birthplace  was  also  York- 
shire. During  his  earlj'  life  William  remained  upon 
his  father's  farm,  and  then  for  some  j-ears  worked 
as  a  farm  laborer  in  England.  Resolving  to  make 
America  his  future  home,  in  1864  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  came  directly  to  Kossuth,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  employed  u|)Ou  the  farm  of  Mr.  Ilutchcroft, 
remaining  with  him  until  he  purchased  a  quarter 
interest  in  the  mill,  which  he  \et  owns. 

In  September,  1880,  Mr.  Geldard  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Rhodie  Gilbert,  a  native  of  Ohio. 
For  twentj'-flve  j'ears  he  has  been  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  his  wife  be- 
longs to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Besides  the  mill 
property,  Mr.  Geldard  is  the  owner  of  other  real 
estate  at  Kossuth,  and  throughout  the  community 
he  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  energetic  business 
men.  For  many  years  he  held  the  position  of  Sec- 
retary of  the  Sabbath-school  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Kossuth. 
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L.  PORTLOCK,  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
ij  ers  of  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  residing 
on  section  11,  is  a  [jioneer  of  Des  Moines 
County  of  183G,  and  is  a  native  of  Rush 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  was  born  .Tan.  4,  1825.  His 
father,  Barnett  D.  Portlock,  was  a  native  of  Bath 
County.  Va.,  and  his  mother,  Sarah  (L3-ons)  Port- 
lock,  a  native  of  Indiana,  the  father  settling  in 
Rush  County  in  1721,  where  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage. He  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  and  in  the 
year  1836  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Burling- 
ton,  where  he  was    engaged    at  his    trade    at    the 
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time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  11th 
of  February,  1842.  Mr.  Portlock  was  a  man  who 
took  an  active  interest  in  all  public  affairs;  he 
served  as  Captain  of  a  company-  in  the  border 
trouble  with  Missouri  about  1838,  and  for  many 
years  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  In- 
diana, and  was  appointeil  to  the  position  bj-  Gov. 
Lucas  in  Iowa,  when  it  was  a  Territory.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Portlock  reared  a  family  of  eight  children. 
They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and 
highly-respected  citizens.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband  Mrs.  Portlock  moved  to  Pleasant  Grove, 
and  made  her  home  with  our  subject  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  Nov.  11,  1852. 

AVhen  but  eleven  years  of  age,  our  subject  came 
with  his  pareuts  to  Des  Moines  Count}',  anil  here  he 
has  resided  continuously  since.  As  a  pioneer  he  has 
aided  largely  in  the  growth  and  development  of 
tiie  progress  and  civilization  which  have  placed  Des 
Moines  County  in  the  front  rank  in  the  State  of 
Iowa.  In  October,  1850,  the  marriage  of  D.  L. 
Portlock  and  Elizabeth  J.  Fleenor  was  celebrated. 
Mrs.  Portlock  is  a  n.itive  of  Rush  Countj%  Ind., 
and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Fleenor,  who  was  one  of 
the  first  to  represent  this  county  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. Five  children  grace  the  union  of  this 
worth}'  couple:  Verdon,  born  April  27,  1852,  is  a 
resident  of  Pleasant  Grove  Township;  Lydia,  born 
Oct.  9,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Kemrcy,  of 
Washington  Township;  Clara  Ann,  born  Jan.  26, 
1859,  is  the  wife  of  Henrj-  Beckman,  of  Danville 
Township;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  27,  1863,  is  the  wife 
of  J.  L.  Jones,  of  Yellow  Spring  Township;  El- 
zorah,  born  Nov.  22,  1866,  still  resides  with  her 
parents. 

On  becoming  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  County, 
Mr.  Portlock  entered  a  claim  in  Pleasant  Grove 
Township,  but  later  sold  that  and  became  the  owner 
of  200  acres  of  land,  which  is  still  in  his  possession. 
This  land  is  highly  cultivated,  being  one  of  the 
best  improved  farms  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township, 
upon  which  is  a  fine  residence.  Mr.  Portlock  has 
held  various  township  offices,  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  twelve  years,  was  Deputj"^  Provost 
Marshal  during  the  war,  and  held  the  position  of 
County  Su[)ervisor  for  two  terms.  He  has  alw.ays 
taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  is  a  strong  ad 
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Residence  of  B.  Hale, Sec.  28.  Washington  Township. 


Residence  of  D.  L.Portlock  .Sec.U  Pleasant  GroveTp. 
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vocate  of  the  temperance  cause,  anrl  in  his  political 
views  is  a  Democrat.  One  of  the  learling  men  of 
the  township,  he  is  universally  respected  by  the 
people  of  Des  Moines  County.  He  is  a  successful 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  is  systematic  in  his  business 
life,  and  for  the  last  few  years  has  with  his  son,  fed 
for  shipping  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  head  of 
cattle  annually-. 

A  fine   view  of  the  residence  and  farm  of  Mr. 
Portlock  is  given  on  next  preceding  page. 
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]  ARNARD  HALE,  a  representative  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  28,  Washington  Township, 
came  to  Des  Moines  Count3',  Iowa,  with  his 
parents  in  1837.  He  was  born  in  Parke 
County,  Ind.,  Oct.  12,  1826,  and  is  a  son  (yf  Gard- 
ner and  Jane  (Waters)  Hale.  The  father  was  born 
at  Providence,  R.  I.,  Aug.  30,  1795,  of  English  an- 
cestry, and  the  mother  was  a  native  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Gardner  Hale,  in  his  younger  days,  was  a  sea- 
man, but  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  married 
and  engaged  in  farming  until  his  removal  to  Iowa. 
His  deatli  occurred  Jan.  12,  1888;  his  wife  preceded 
him  to  her  final  rest  about  twenty  years. 

Our  subject  was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  twelve 
children.  His  marriage  was  celebrated  Jan.  4,  1854, 
Susan  B.  Downer  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born 
in  Wilkes-Barre.  Pa.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Lydia  (Babb)  Downer,  who  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many and  early  settlers  of  Dodgeville,  Iowa.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
Hale  and  his  wife:  James  R. ;  Angeletta;  Emulus 
M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years:  Emma  S., 
who  became  the  wife  of  Alexander  Westfall,  of  Yar- 
mouth, Iowa;  Ellen  and  Willis  B.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hale  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which 
he  has  been  a  Trustee  ever  since  its  organization. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  has  held  the  office 
of  Assessor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  two  terms.  In 
1857  ho  purchased  eighty  acres  of  prairie  land,  all 
of  which  he  has  improved.  Having  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  when  a  young  man,  he  built  a 
pleasant  residence  upon  his  farm.  For  over  a  half- 
♦    century  Mr.  Hale  has  been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines 


County,  and  as  an  honored  pioneer  and  citizen  is 
highly  respected  by  all.  A  pl.ace  in  the  biographi- 
cal record  of  his  adopted  county  is  due  him.  that 
coming  generations  may  know  to  whom  they  are 
indebted  for  the  great  blessings  whieii  they  enjoy, 
and  the  view  of  his  homestead  on  another  page  will 
be  looked  upon  with  interest  by  his  neighbors  and 
friends. 

JOTTEN,  a  prominent  citizen  and  shoemaker 
of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  near  Bremen, 
Germany,  May  28,  1821,  his  parents  being 
Claus  and  Adeline  Otten.  Throughout  his 
life  Claus  Otten  was  a  farmer,  and  in  1838,  bidding 
good-bye  to  his  friends  and  fatherland,  emigrated 
to  America,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Marietta, 
Washington  Co.,  Ohio,  that  city  so  noted  as  a 
dwelling  place  of  the  Mound  Builders.  Purchasing 
a  farm  in  that  county,  he  resided  upon  his  land 
until  his  removal  to  the  city,  after  which  he  lived  a 
retired  life.  After  many  years  of  usefulness  he 
was  summoned  to  his  final  home,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  1861  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  His  wife 
survived  him  for  a  few  years  when  she  was  called 
to  her  final  home,  having  attaine<l  a  ripe  old  age. 
He  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  always  taking  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  Church  work  and  laboring  zealously 
in  the  Master's  cause.  Upright  in  purpose,  out- 
spoken in  what  he  thought  to  be  right,  Mr.  Otten 
wasalwaj-s  ready  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  any 
enterprise  for  the  public  good.  Four  children 
graced  the  union  of  this  worthy  couple,  all  of 
whom  are  now  living — Anna,  wife  of  Peter  Wil- 
kins,  who  is  residing  in  New  Auburn;  Jacob,  a 
retired  farmer  of  Henderson,  Minn.;  our  subject, 
third  in  order  of  birth;  Druselle.  wife  of  John 
Clintworth,  residing  in  Marietta,  Ohio. 

Remaining  on  the  farm  until  attaining  his  seven- 
teenth year,  John  then  went  to  Marietta,  Ohio, 
where  he  learned  tb.e  shoemaker's  trade,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  four  years.  Having  now  attained 
his  majority,  in  1843  he  decided  to  go  West,  and 
acting  upon  this  determination  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Burlington,  being  emploj'ed  as  a  journe^-- 
man  for  a  time,  then  beginning  business  for  himself. 
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He  en)l)arked  in  the  grocery  business,  tlie  store 
boing  situated  on  Jefferson  street,  and  after  three 
_vears.  in  1860.  he  started  overland  to  Colorado,  re- 
maining there  engaged  in  mining  about  six  months, 
being  reasonably  snecessfid.  Leaving  the  mines  he 
again  returned  to  Burlington,  resuming  the  slioe- 
maker's  trade,  which  he   has  continued   since  1868. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1847.  John  Otten  was 
united  in  marri.ige  with  Elizabeth  Marlow,  a  widow, 
a  native  of  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Burnett 
Portlock.  B}' their  union  three  children  have  been 
born,  and  the  dread  destroyer,  death,  has  ever 
passed  by  their  home,  leaving  the  family  circle  un- 
broken. The  children  are  Mary,  wife  of  G.  V. 
Markham.  a  resident  of  Burlington  ;  John  C,  a  loco- 
motive engineer,  located  at  Galesburg.  111.;  and 
riattie  A,,  an  artist  of  considerable  talent,  her 
drawings  and  oil  paintings  receiving  ranch  com- 
mend.ation.  She  resides  with  her  parents,  at  202 
Vine  street. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otten  are  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  since  1857  have  been  earnest 
workers  in  their  jNI.aster's  cause.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  Washington  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,No.  1, 
it  being  the  first  lodge  organized  in  the  State,  the 
date  of  its  organization  being  April  26,  1844.  Mr. 
Otten  is  the  oldest  initiated  member  of  the  lodge 
residing  in  Burlington,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  at  Blooniington,  when  it  was  organ- 
ized. He  is  also  acharter  member  of  Eureka  Camp, 
No.  2,  which  was  the  second  camp  in  the  State,  and 
has  held  all  the  offices  in  the  subordinate  lodge 
and  in  the  camp.  Politicall}'  he  aflili.ates  with  the 
Democratic  partJ^ 


^j^\  ILTON  BARNETT,  Steward  of  the  Poor 
///  \\\  Farm  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  June  10, 
1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Grims)  Barnett,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Maryland.  The  grandparents  on  both  sides  went 
to  Belmont  County  in  1820,  and  there  Jacob  Bar- 
nett became  acquainted  with  and  wedded  Elizabeth 
Grims,  in  1823.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them: 
Eliza  became  the  wife  of   Asa  McCauU^-,  and   died 


in  1 84;) ;  Mary,  wife  of  Eli  Reed,  a  native  of  Bel- 
mont Ct)Unty,  Ohio,  vi'ho  is  now  eng.aged  in  farm- 
ing in  Cook  County,  Ore.;  Catherine  died  in  ISSO, 
in  New  London,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one; 
Caroline  wedded  John  Antrobus,  a  farmer  of  North- 
western Kansas ;  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  John  T.Cam- 
eron, a  grain-dealer  of  Arkansas  City,  Kan.,  who 
served  through  the  war;  Franklin  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Bates  County,  Mo.;  Martha  is  the  wife 
of  Robert  Hood,  a  farmer  of  Decatur  County,  Ind.; 
Am^',  widow  of  Charles  McCullock,  makes  her 
home  in  Hastings,  Neb.  This  family  came  to  Burl- 
ington, Iowa,  April  11,  1845,  locating  upon  a  farm 
near  New  London,  Iowa,  where  the  children  reached 
m.aturity.  married  and  later  left  their  home.  On 
coming  to  Des  Moines  County,  which  was  then  the 
Far  West,  Mrs.  Barnett  hoped  to  keep  her  children 
near  her,  but,  as  one  by  one  they  married,  the3'  be- 
cans.e  more  widely  separated.  After  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  the  mother  made  her  home  with  hirn 
near  Dodgeville,  in  Franklin  Township,  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  1 863.  She  was  a  consist- 
ent Christian,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  On  the  death  of  his  father 
the  care  of  the  farm  devolved  upon  him,  he  being 
then  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  but  he  managed  it 
ably  and  well.  On  the  22d  of  January,  1852,  Mr. 
Barnett  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Caroliue 
Prickett,  a  native  of  Bond  County,  111.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Jane  (Lee)  Prickett,  the 
father's  native  State  being  Georgia,  and  Illinois  the 
mother's.  Mr.  Prickett  is  yet  living  in  Creston, 
Iowa,  at  the  .idvanced  age  of  eighty-five. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnett  toolc 
up  their  residence  on  a  farm  in  New  London  Town- 
ship, Henry  Co.,  Iowa,  but  later  removed  to  Frank- 
lin Township,  Des  Moines  County,  where,  for  twenty 
years,  they  made  their  home.  In  the  spring  of  1873 
they  became  residents  of  Yellow  Spring  Township, 
and  remained  upon  that  farm  until  March,  1884, 
when,  through  the  high  recommendation  of  his 
many  warm  friends  in  that  township,  Mr.  Barnett 
was  appointed  Steward  of  the  Poor  Farm.  Prior  to 
this  time  the  farm  had  been  rented,  the  county  pa^-- 
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iiig  so  niuc-li  per  week  tu  the  Stewnril.  Imi  tliat  prov- 
iiio-  misatisf.-R-loiy,  iIil-  jn-eseut  plan  of  paying  a 
lialaiy  was  institntcd.  and  onr  snliject,  though  a 
Nlahvnrt  Ri'pnMican.  was  elected  liy  Hie  Demoeratic 
lidai-d  as  managei'.  The  fael  that  he  holds  the  posi- 
tion, liioiigh  many  are  politically  opposed  to  him, 
shows  with  what  fidelity  and  ability  he  discharges 
his  duties. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnett  have  been  born  twelve 
children,  Umv  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those 
living  are:  William  O.,  now  of  Red  Oak,  Iowa; 
.Sarah,  wife  of  D.  K.  Bridges,  a  farmer  residing 
in  Nebraska;  Irene  is  the  wife  of  Hamilton  Tal- 
bot a  resident  farmer  of  Pottawattamie  County, 
Iowa;  Allen,  assistant  on  the  Poor  Farm,  is  the  hus- 
band of  Ollie  Magel ;  Carrie,  Emma  0.  and  Lulu 
and  Estella  (twins)  all  reside  at  home. 

The  Poor  Farm,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Barnett, 
has  been  managed  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors;  all  purchases  have  been  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  and  the  institution  receives  his 
undivided  attention.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnett,  with 
two  of  their  daughters,  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  lie  has  filled  almost  all  the 
township  offices,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  Ko.  226,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,of  Mediapolis.  Iowa. 

WILBUR  ASBCRY  BARTLETT,  Traveling 
Auditor  of  the  Iowa  Division  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  was 
born  in  i\It.  Pleasant,  Henry  Co.,  Iowa,  on  the  22d 
day  of  February,  1858.  His  parents,  George  and 
Ruby  (Coffin)  Bartlett,  were  natives  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y..  and  emigrated  to  Henry  County  in 
1857,  where  they  at  present  reside.  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
was  educated  in  the  high  school  of  the  cit}',  and, 
at  the  age  of  nineteen,  became  associated  with  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  first  as 
office  bo3'  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  remained  until 
1879,  the  last  year  having  charge  of  the  office.  In 
the  fall  he  came  to  Burlington,  engaging  as  night 
clerk  in  the  freight  office,  but  the  following  August 
had  to  abandon  his  position  on  account  of  failing 
health.     After  recovering  from   his  sickness  he  was 


sent  to  Keokuk  .ts  foreman  of  the  freight  house,  ancl 
in  1882  to  Peoria,  where  he  held  the  position  of 
Assistant  Cashirr;  from  thence  to  Ft.  Aladison, 
where  he  held  the  position  of  Cashier;  and  on  the 
10th  of  July,  1884,  was  appointed  Traveling  Au- 
ditor, which  position  he  has  flUeil  with  credit  to 
himself  and  his  employers. 

In  1881,  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  the  marriage  of  Mr, 
Bartlett  and  Miss  Josie  Baldwin  was  celebrated. 
She  was  born  at  McConnell.  Va.,  Feb.  25.  1858, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Baldwin. 
By  this  union  there  are  two  children — Nita  and 
Wilbur  B.  Mr.  Bartlett  is  a  member  of  Golden 
Cross  Lodge,  No,  111,  K.  of  P.  He  was  a  repre- 
sentative for  two  years  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  St,  Bernard's  Division,  No.  10, 
of  Uniform  Rank,  2d  Regiment,  of  which  regiment 
he  is  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mr.  Bartlett  is  a  j'oung 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  abilitj',  his  success  in 
life  being  wholly  due  to  his  own  efforts. 


W^^  ICHARD  PARKES.  Among  the  early  set- 
jlW'  tiers  of  Des  Moines  County,  and  also  of  the 
J^\  State,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  not 
^P  only  witnessed  the  rapid  transformation 
which  has  taken  place  in  Iowa,  but  stood  at  the 
front  and  bore  his  share  of  the  heat  and  burden  of 
the  day.  He  saw  his  adopted  State  leave  the  ranks 
of  the  Territories  and  take  its  place  as  one  of  the 
fairest  of  the  States  which  form  the  bright  galaxy 
of  the  Union.  Richard  Parkes  was  born  in  Shrop- 
shire, England,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiv- 
ing a  liberal  education.  He  wedded  Miss  Jane 
HoUis,  also  a  native  of  Shroi)shire,  England.  In 
1821  he  bade  good-bye  to  his  native  land,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Chautau- 
qua County,  N.  Y.,  from  which  place  he  removed 
to  Trumbull,  Ohio,  and  was  among  its  pioneer  set- 
tlers. In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  again  removed, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Greene  County,  III.,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1835,  he  came  to  Des  Moines 
County,  which  was  then  a  part  of  Michigan  Terri- 
tory*. The  first  settlement  was  made  six  miles 
northwest  of  Burlington,  Mr.  Parkes  purchasing  a 
claim  of  John  Jackson  and  also  taking  up  a  home- 
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•stead.  On  the  claim  purchased  there  was  a  small 
log  cabin,  12x12  feet,  into  which  he  moved  his 
family.  Indians  at  that  time  roved  over  the  coun- 
try and  would  often  stop  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Parkes 
while  on  their  way  to  Burlington  for  supplies. 
They  were  generally  friendly,  and  never  quarrel- 
some unless  they  had  had  too  much  "Are  water." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parkes  were  the  parents  of  nine 
cliildren,  five  of  whom  are  living:  .Jane,  widow  of 
James  McKinnie;  John  S.,  William,  Henry  and 
Benjamin  F.,  all  of  whom  are  residents  of  Califor- 
nia with  the  exception  of  John  S.,  who  is  a  mer- 
chant of  Burlington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parkes  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  sin- 
cere in  their  belief  and  highly  respected  in  the  com- 
munity where  they  resided.  Politically,  Mr.  Parkes 
was  a  Whig,  a  great  admirer  of  the  principles  advo- 
cated by  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel  Webster.  He 
died  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1842.  Some  years 
after  his  death  Mrs.  Parkes  married  a  Mr.  Mott, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  California,  having  attained 
the  age  of  eighty-two,  and  still  hale  and  heart}-. 
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lEORGE  JACKSON,  one  of  the  represent- 
ative farmers  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
residing  on  section  2,  Franklin  Township,  is 
a  pioneer  of  1842.  He  was  born  in  Luzerne  Count}'. 
Pa.,  July  2;3,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Jerusha  (Inman)  Jnckson.  Our  subject  attended 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  count}'  during  the 
winters,  and  worked  upon  the  farm  in  the  summer 
months.  The  home  farm  was  situated  in  Newport 
Township.  Luzerne  County,  but  in  1836  the  father 
sold  that  land,  taking  up  his  residence  south  of 
AVilkes-Barre.  In  those  days  the  Indians  were  very 
numerous,  and  many  were  the  fights  the  settlers 
had  with  them  to  retain  possession  of  their  claims. 
This  farm  had  been  in  possession  of  the  Jackson 
family  for  over  a  century,  being  handed  down  from 
father  to  son,  and  the  grandfather  and  great-grand- 
father were  both  engaged  in  the  massacre  at  Wyom- 
ing. The  family  remained  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa., 
until  1840,  at  which  time  William  Jackson  came  to 
Des  Moines  County,  and  being  well  pleased  with  the 
country  and  its  prospects  he  purchased  440  acres  of 


land  on  section  14,  Franklin  Township.  Two  years 
later  he  brought  his  family  to  their  new  home,  and 
immediately  began  the  improvement  of  his  land, 
but  four  years  later  he  was  called  to  his  final  home, 
his  death  occurring  in   1846. 

George  Jackson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Catherine  McMichael,  a  native  of  Dauphin 
County,  Pa.,  born  March  14,  1829,  and  a  daughter 
of  Archibald  and  Mary  (McLaughlin)  McMichael. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
and  her  mother  was  born  in  New  Jersey.  In  1 840 
they  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  settling  in 
Franklin  Township,  where  Mr.  McMichael  died 
about  the  year  1874  his  wife  surviving  him  until 
1877.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  four 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  Mrs.  Jackson;  Mary,  wife 
of  James  Jackson,  a  farmer  of  P'ranklin  Township; 
A.  A.,  a  resident  of  Washington  Territory;  and 
Rebecca,  wife  of  John  Kelley,  of  Stockton,  Cal. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Jackson,  though  six  died  in  infancy.  Those 
living  are  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Rhodes,  night 
operator  in  the  telegraph  office  of  Mediapolis,  Iowa; 
Alice,  wife  of  Leander  Hamilton,  of  Kossuth,  Iowa; 
George,  Jr.,  Rebecca  and  Maggie  are  still  inmates 
of  the  parental  home.  In  185u  Mr.  Jackson  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  2,  Franklin 
Township,  but  has  since  added  twenty  more,  and 
has  now  100  acres  of  fine  land  under  cultivation. 
A  nice  frame  residence  has  been  erected,  the  main 
part  being  two  stories  in  height,  and  30x16  feet, 
and  the  "L"  is  a  story  and  a  half  in  height.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jackson  endured  all  the  trials  and  priva- 
tions incident  to  pioneer  life,  but  by  perseverance, 
energy  and  economy,  they  overcame  all  its  difficul- 
ties, and  are  now  enjoying  the  results  of  their  hon- 
est toil  and  upright  life.  They  are  both  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  are  three  of  the  daugh- 
ters, and  have  liberally  aided  in  the  erection  of  the 
churches  and  school-houses,  which  stand  as  monu- 
ments of  the  devotion  of  tlie  eai-ly  settlers.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Jackson  h.as  been  a  lifelong- 
Democrat,  and  has  held  v.arious  township  offices  of 
trust  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  neighbors;  and 
socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  though 
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his  failing  health  will  not  permit  his  constant  at- 
tendance. He  and  his  family  arc  honored  and 
respected  citizens  of  the  county,  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  them,  and  we  welcome  them  to  a  fore- 
most place  in  this  volume. 


-^*^^- 


ANIEL  MATSON,  residing  on  section  20, 
Yellow  Spring  Township,  was  born  in  Hull, 
England,  March  18,  1842,  and  his  father, 
Joseph  Matson,  was  born  in  180U,  of  a 
family  most  of  whom  were  sailors.  Joseph  served 
Ills  apprenticeship  on  board  a  Greenland  whaler, 
and  rose,  step  by  step,  through  the  various  grades 
to  the  rank  of  Captain,  and  commanded  a  vessel 
engaged  in  the  Baltic  and  Mediterranean  trades. 
Daniel  Matson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  an 
onlj'  child,  in  his  early  boyhood  accompanied  his 
father  in  his  voyages,  visiting  Archangel  and  St. 
Petersburg  in  Russia,  Keil,  Copenh.agen,  Stockholm 
and  other  foreign  ports,  besides  many  i)laces  in  Eng- 
land, among  which  were  Yarmouth,  Shields  and 
Liverpool.  In  September,  1849,  the  death  of  Mr. 
Matson's  mother  occurred,  breaking  up  the  happy 
home  of  his  childhood.  His  father  then  placed  him 
under  the  care  of  an  aunt,  sailing,  in  the  spring  of 

1850,  for  Constantinople  and  Odessa,  returning 
home  in  the  autumn   of  that  year,   and    in   April, 

1851,  embarked  as  a  passenger  at  Liverpool  on  the 
ship  "John  Tool,"  accompanied  bj-  his  son,  arriv- 
ing in  New  Orleans  about  the  middle  of  M.ny.  He 
hepj  took  passage  for  St.  Louis  on  the  steamer 
"James  Hewitt,"  but  when  near  Jlemphis,  Tenn., 
was  taken  sick  with  the  cholera.  Realizing  that  his 
end  was  near,  he  called  his  bo^'  to  his  side  and 
told  him  that  he  was  going  to  lose  his  father,  and 
that  he  would  be  left  among  strangers  in  a  strange 
land.  "Who  will  care  for  me,  father.'"  asked  the 
heart-broken  cliild.  "God  will  care  for  you  my 
boy,"  was  the  answer.  Climbing  up  into  the  berth, 
the  boy  twined  his  arms  around  the  neck  of  the 
dying  father,  and  cried  himself  to  sleep.  Hours 
afterward  they  were  found,  the  father  cold  and 
sliff  in  death,  with  the  sleei)ing  boy  upon  his  breast. 


His  remains  were  interred  on  the  Tennessee  shore, 
near  the  site  of  Ft.  Pillow,  May  31,  1851.  A 
stranger  on  the  boat  took  charge  of  Daniel.  Not 
being  permitted  to  land  at  St.  Louis  on  account  of 
the  cholera,  they  were  transferred  to  the  steamer 
"Fleetwood,"  and  continued  up  the  river  to  Burl- 
ington, Iowa,  where  they  landed  early  in  June. 
This  stranger,  John  Holland  by  name,  with  his 
charge,  to<jk  lodgings  at  the  Burlington  House.  He 
began  to  sell  off  the  clothing  and  other  effects  of 
the  father,  and  3'oung  Daniel,  on  asking  what  it 
meant,  received  for  a  reply,  "I  am  going  to  take 
you  back  to  England,  and  want  to  turn  these  things 
into  money."  Mr.  Matson's  suspicions  were  thus 
allaj-ed,  but  he  awoke  one  morning  to  find  himself 
robbed  of  everything,  even  to  his  own  clothing,  de- 
serted and  homeless.  For  two  <laj's  and  nights  he 
was  on  the  streets  of  Burlington  with  no  other 
shelter  but  the  blue  canopy  of  heaven,  and  no  food 
but  that  given  by  the  hand  of  charily.  A  friendly 
hand  came  to  his  relief,  and  after  a  temporary  resi- 
dence with  two  or  three  families,  he  was  in  January, 
1852,  providentially  directed  to  the  home  of  a  Mr. 
Rankin,  living  near  Kossuth,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa. 
These  kind  people  were  gooil,  old-fashioned  Penn- 
sylvania Presbyterians,  and  at  their  home  Daniel 
imbibed  tlu)se  princij)les  of  head  and  heart  that 
have  very  largely  governed  his  subsequent  life. 
After  a  residence  of  six  years  in  that  family,  during 
which  he  worked  upon  the  farm  in  summer  and  at- 
tended the  distiict  school  in  winter,  Daniel  Matson 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  Leaving  the  friendly  roof  with  a  jiarting 
benediction  from  those  kind  people,  he  trudgeil 
away  without  a  cent  of  money  in  his  pockets,  car- 
rying all  liis  worldly  possessions  tied  up  in  a  cotton 
handkerchief.  Engaging  work  of  a  neighlioring 
farmer,  he  there  received  $8  per  month,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  end  of  the  year  1859  we  find 
him  working  wherever  and  at  whatever  he  couM 
find  to  do,  carefully  saving  his  earnings. 

In  January,  18G0,  Daniel  started  to  school  at 
Y'ellow  Spring  College,  with  the  determination  of 
graduating  and  taking  up  a  profession,  and  the 
breaking  outof  the  war  in  1861  found  him  diligentlj^ 
pursuing  his  studies;  but  April  22.  18C1,  he  recited 
his  last  lesson,  and  the  next  day,  eleven  days  after 
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the  firing  on  Ft.  Sumter,  he  enlistefl  as  private  in 
the  Burlington  Zouaves,  Company  E,  First  Iowa 
Infantry.  He  was  witli  this  regiment  through  its 
trying  experience  during  the  campaign  in  Missouri 
in  the  summer  of  1861,  under  the  lamented  Lyon. 
Being  discharged  at  St.  Louis,  by  reason  of  the  ex- 
I)iration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  he  returned  home 
and  re-enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  K,  14tli 
Iowa  Infantry,  Oct.  17,  1861,  and  was  made  Second 
Sergeant.  He  was  with  this  regiment  in  the  ex- 
pedition against  Fts.  Henrj-  and  Donelson  under 
Gen.  Grant,  in  Fel)ruary,  1862:  took  part  in  en- 
gagements on  the  13th  and  14th  at  Donelson,  and 
participated  in  the  grand  assault  on  the  left  the  fol- 
lowing afternoon,  when  the  brigade  to  wiiich  he 
belonged,  the  4th  of  the  2d  Division,  led  by  the 
gallant  Generals  C.  F.  Smith  and  Lauman,  planted 
their  colors  on  the  works  and  won  the  key  to  the 
rebel  stronghold.  Mr.  Matson  was  with  his  regiment 
at  Shiloli,  and  was  one  of  that  b.and  of  Iowa  men, 
belonging  to  the  8th.  12tli  and  14th  regiments,  who 
held  the  "Hornet's  Nest"  all  through  that  bloody 
Sunda}',  April  6,  against  every  effort  of  the  enemy 
to  dislodge  them.  At  6  p.  ji.,  surrounded  by  ten 
times  their  number,  they  surrendered  and  became 
prisoners  of  war.  Says  a  historian,  '-The  noble 
sacrifice  of  these  men  made  the  victor}'  of  the  next 
day  to  the  Union  arms  possible."  The  sufferings 
and  privations  endured  during  an  imprisonment  of 
six  months  and  thirteen  days  is  the  oft-told  story 
of  starvation  and  inhuman  treatment  endured  by 
the  thousands  of  Union  soldiers  who  were  incar- 
cerated in  rebel  prison  pens  during  the  war.  Mr. 
Matson  was  confined  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Mobile 
and  Cahaba,  Ala.,  Macon,  Ga.,  and  in  the  Libbj' 
Prison  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and  one  out  of  every  four 
of  their  number  died.  He  was  paroled  at  Aikin's 
Landing  on  the  James  River,  Oct.  16,  1862.  His 
regiment  re-organized  again  in  December  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  was  sent  to  Rolla  in  that  State,  to 
take  part  against  Marmaduke.  but  returned  in  a 
few  days  to  St.  Louis,  embarking  for  Vicksburg  in 
February,  1863.  Arriving  at  Cairo,  111.,  they  were 
ordered  to  do  garrison  duty  at  this  point  and  at 
Columbus,  Ky.  On  the  29th  of  October,  1863, 
Mr.  Matson  was  discharged  from  the  14th  Iowa  and 
mustered  into  the  4lh  United  States  Colored  Heavy 


Artiller}',  as  First  Lieutenant,  in  Janu.ary.  1864, 
being  assigneil  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Col.  W.  H. 
Lawrence,  U.  S.  A.,  commanding  post  at  Columbus. 
Ky.  Returning  to  his  regiment,  he  was  assigne<l 
to  duty  as  Adjutant  in  Jul}',  1864,  which  duty  he 
performed  until  promote<l  to  the  rank  of  Captain. 
Oct.  7,  18G4.  During  th.at  winter  he  served  as 
Post  Adjutant  at  Columbus,  Kj'.,  and  in  the  spring 
and  early  summer  of  1865  participated  in  a  number 
of  expeditions  in  Western  Tennessee  and  Western 
Kentucky  against  small  detachments  of  rebels,  who 
invaded  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  plunder. 
This  service  was  often  arduous,  imposing  extreme 
exposure.  In  July,  186.T.  our  subject  took  com- 
mand of  Union  Cit}',  Tenn.,  with  two  companies, 
guarding  the  railroad  against  armed  bands  who 
were  on  marauding  exfieditions  through  the  country 
and  assisting  the  civil  authorities  in  restoring  order. 
In  September  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Acting  As- 
sistant Adjutant-General  of  the  District  of  Western 
Kentucky;  in  December  w.as  attached  to  the  staff 
of  Major-General  J.  S.  Brisbeu,  of  the  United 
States  Volunteers,  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  accom- 
l)anied  that  General  to  Little  Rock.  Ark.,  where  he 
spent  the  winter  of  1865-6.  He  was  recommended 
to  the  War  Department  for  a  commission  as  JIajor, 
l)ut  before  the  promotion  came  orders  were  issued 
to  muster  out,  Feb.  25,  1866,  and  he  reached  Bur- 
lington on  the  3d  of  March  following,  having  served 
almost  five  years. 

In  October,  1866,  Mr.  Matson  purchased  a  small 
farm  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  comprising  ninety 
acres,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  to  which  he  has 
given  considerable  attention,  and  has  done  hisshare 
toward  improving  the  stock  of  the  county,  having 
some  fine  horses.  He  has  now  a  large  farm  having 
added  more  land  to  the  original  purchase  as  the 
years  advanced. 

July  31,  1866,  Mr.  Matson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  H.  Chapman,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Pollock)  Chapman,  both 
natives  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  They  came 
from  that  State  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  in 
1843,  living  near  Burlington  for  several  years,  when 
they  removed  to  Lee  County  for  a  short  time,  re- 
turning to  Des  Moines  Countj*  in  1849,  settling  in 
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Huron  Township,  on  section  34,  about  three  miles 
east  of  Kossuth.  Joseph  Chapman  died  September 
3,  1861,  iiis  widow  residing  on  and  carrying  on 
the  farm  until  1869,  when  she  sold  it  and  thereafter 
lived  with  her  children  until  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred April  14.  1878,  in  Plattsmouth,  Neb.,  at  the 
residence  of  her  son,  Samuel  M.  Mr.  Chapman 
was  a  leading  citizen  of  the  county,  and  was  for 
many  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  an  important 
office  in  the  new  country.  He  filled  the  position 
with  great  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  known  as  a 
peacemaker,  and  labored  earnestly  with  would-be 
litigants,  trying  to  make  peaceable  settlement  in- 
stead of  bringing  suit,  preferring  peace  among 
neighbors  to  his  own  financial  benefit.  In  politics 
be  was  an  anti-slavery  Whig,  and  on  tlie  birth  of 
the  Republican  party  took  au  active  i)nrt  in  its 
formation  in  Des  Moines  Count}'.  He  w.as  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Kos- 
suth and  also  manifested  great  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters  in  his  locality,  giving  the  weight  of 
bis  influence  and  contriliuting  liberally  of  his  means 
for  the  advancement  of  the  schools  of  his  township. 
IMrs.  Chapman  was  in  many  respects  a  remarkable 
woman.  Devotedly  attached  to  her  family',  she 
brought  her  children  up  in  an  earnest  Christian 
spirit.  In  her  care  for  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
wants  she  labored  beyond  her  strength,  often  when 
ill,  concealing  tlie  fact  from  them  to  save  them  un- 
easiness. Her  charity  was  unbounded,  and  much  of 
her  time  was  occupied  in  ministering  to  the  poor 
and  needy.  Of  her  it  might  truly  be  said :  "  Of 
such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matson  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, all  yet  under  the  parental  roof.  They  are 
named  :  Susannah,  Eliz.abetli,  Jane  Chapman,  Joseph, 
John  Archie  and  Samuel  Barcla}-. 

In  the  spring  of  1868  Mr.  Matson  united  with  the 
Urst  Presbyterian  Church  of  Kossuth,  and  in 
November,  1881,  was  chosen  Ruling  Folder.  He 
says,  ''My  Heavenly  Father  has  verified  his  promise 
to  care  for  the  orphan  in  my  case."  Mr.  Matson  is 
a  charter  member  of  Sheppard  Post,  No.  157,  G.  A. 
R.,  and  was  Commander  in  1886.  He  is  a  sincere 
lover  of  his  soldier  comrades  and  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and   takes  an   active  part  in  the  political 


affairs  of  the  neighl)orhood.  Though  not  an  oflBce- 
seeker  he  h.as  held  several  township  offices,  and  is 
justly  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  the  portrait  of 
this  representative  citizen  of  Des  Moines  County. 
A  truly  self-made  man,  his  career  is  one  in  which 
he  and  his  family  can  take  just  pride,  and  his 
success  is  the  legitimate  reward  of  a  life  of  integrity 
and  a  reliance  upon  the  love  of  his  Heavenly  Father. 


E.    MILLSPAUGH,  a  former  resident  of 
Burlington,  was  born  April  7,  1844,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  John  W.  and 
^J  Harriet    (Armstrong)   Millspaugh.     When 

he  was  about  the  age  of  ten  years  his  parents  re- 
moved from  Ohio  to  Boonville,  Ind.,  making  that 
their  home  for  nearly  two  years,  when  thej'  emi- 
grated to  Iowa,  locating  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Henry 
Count}-.  The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent 
in  that  city,  where  he  took  a  complete  course  in 
Howe's  Academ}'  and  a  partial  cour.'e  in  the  Wes- 
leyan  University,  after  which  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  some  time  in  that  vicinity,  and  also  at  Salem, 
in  the  same  county.  At  the  age  of  twentj'-one  Mr. 
Millspaugh  came  to  Burlington,  where  he  secured 
the  position  of  Principal  of  the  South  Hill  School 
for  four  years,  when,  his  health  failing,  he  traveled 
for  the  two  succeeding  years,  and  upon  his  return 
again  engaged  in  teaching,  studying  law  in  the 
meantime.  Being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1876,  he 
then  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  L.  Poor,  but  in 
1880  removed  with  liis  family  to  Winfield,  Kan., 
there  continuing  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. In  that  State  he  was  very  successful,  but, 
during  his  short  stay,  was  soon  taken  sick,  and  died 
Sept.  26,  1880. 

On  the  18th  of  August,  1868,  Mr.  Millspaugh 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Irene  Shelby, 
daughter  of  William  H.  H.  and  Mabel  Shelby. 
Mrs.  Millspaugh  was  born  in  Boonville,  Ind.,  and 
reared  a  family  of  four  children:  Shelby  E.,  now 
eighteen  years  of  age;  Crissie  G.,  aged  sixteen; 
Hattie  M.,  aged  fourteen;  and  Gracie,  aged  eleven. 
In  politics  Mr.  Millsiiaugh  was  a  strong  Republican; 
religiously,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
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Church  in  Burlington,  and  also  was  an  active  tem- 
|)erance  worker.  llii;hly  eflucatcd,  a  man  of  un- 
usual abilil}'  and  integrity,  and  an  active  worker  in 
tlie  Sunday-school,  he  was  much  beloved  l)y  all, 
and  was  a  man  ot  exeraijlarj'  character.  He  was  a 
great  lover  of  music,  being  a  teacher  of  this  art  in 
his  3-oiinger  <lays;  was  the  leader  of  this  branch  of 
worship  in  the  Sunday-schojl,  and  some  of  the 
time  Superintendent  of  Sund.ay-sehool.  and  was  the 
first  one  to  introduce  music  in  the  public  schools  of 
Burlington.  Mr.  Millspauj^h  was  also  Superintend- 
ent of  the  INIissiou  Snnda3--Scliool,  known  at  that 
time  as  the  M(jzart  Mission,  wliich,  in  connection 
with  the  Congregational  Sunday-school,  erected  a 
tablet  to  his  memory,  which  touching  meniori.al  the 
family  most  fully  aiipreciiite. 


^^=^KORGE  OUM,  a  i)ioneer  of  Iowa,  was  born 
ilj  __  in  Athens  C<niuty,  Oliio,  ,Ian.  22,  1829,  and 
^^^ij!  in  1841)  with  his  parents.  Aaron  and  Elanor 
Orm,  came  to  Lee  Count}',  Iowa,  wliere  lie  grew  to 
manhood,  receiving  a  liberal  education  in  the  pub- 
lic scliools,  which  was  supplemented  by  a  partial 
course  at  Dcs  Moines  College,  thus  preparing  him- 
self for  teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  for 
thirteen  consecutive  winters,  working  at  brick-lay- 
ing during  the  summer,  and  wliich  he  afterward  fol- 
lowed for  a  livelihood.  In  Ft.  Madison,  Keokuk 
and  Burlington  Mr.  Orm's  work  in.ay  be  seen,  he 
having  erected  some  of  the  finest  buildings  in  those 
cities,  thoroughly  understanding  his  trade,  and  being 
an  excellent  mechanic.  He  was  book-keeper  and 
clerk  in  Webster  Br(js.'  book  and  music  store  in  Ft. 
Madison  from  IHGlto  1  8G4,  subsequent  to  his  re- 
moval to  Burlington. 

In  1853  Mr.  Orm  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Sarah  Jane  Morgan,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Julia  A.  (Percell)  Morgan,  who  settle(i  in  what 
is  now  Lee  County,  in  1839,  crossing  the  Mississippi 
River  at  Ft.  Madison  in  an  old  flatboat.  The 
country  was  one  vast  wilderness,  bands  of  Indians 
roamed  over  the  prairies,  deer  and  all  kinds  of  wild 
game  were  plentiful,  though  money  was  hard  to  get, 
and  when  a  letter  was  received  from  the  East  with 
twenty-five    cents  charges  due,   it    was  sometimes 

<■  


weeks  before  the  money  could  be  raised  to  pay  the 
same.  There  was  not  much  lumber  and  Mr.  Mor- 
gan built  a  small  log  house,  in  which  they  lived  f<jr 
months  without  a  floor.  The  nearest  mill  was  thirty 
miles  awaj'.  and  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  grist  on 
horseback,  sometimes  being  gone  for  two  or  three 
days,  and  on  one  occasion,  the  corn  had  to  be  grated' 
with  which  to  make  mush  or  johnny-cake  for  the 
family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orm  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Laura  J.,  wife  of  James  C.  Smith,  a  mer- 
chant of  Burlington;  Georgia  A.,  wife  of  J.  C. 
Calkins,  the  citj'  editor  of  the  Burlington  Hairlcer/e; 
and  Audubon,  a  salesman  of  the  Guest  music-store 
of  Burlington,  and  a  graduate  of  E^lliott's  Business 
College.  Politicall}'  Mr.  Orm  is  a  Republican,  and 
in  1876,  was  selected  .as  Alderman  of  the  Fourth 
Ward  of  Burlington.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  Orchard  City  Loilge,  ^•o.  27. 

Commencing  at  the  lowest  rojnd  of  the  ladiler 
of  life  Mr.  Orm,  by  industry  and  economy,  has 
worked  his  way  up  and  secured  a  comfortable  com- 
petence, also  owning  a  Due  home  in  the  city  of 
Burlington.  Mr.  Orm  and  wife  are  both  members 
of  the  First  Methodist  Episct)pal  Church  of  this 
city.  He  has  a  relic  of  Old  Zion  Church,  which 
was  Ijuilt  in  1838,  being  a  bible-stand  made  from 
the  oak  timbers  of  the  building,  which  was  placed 
there  over  fifty  years  ago,  and  was  secured  by  him 
when  the  building  was  taken  down  to  make  room 
for  the  new  Opera  House  in  Burlington. 


'-^^>^^^e^y^k<-^ 


<SpS  8.  BURRUS,  Treasurer  of  Des  Moines  Conn- 
ie ty,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Franklin  Township, 
jw — ^  May  31,  1840,  and  there  grow  to  manhood, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  sup- 
plemented l)y  a  course  iu  the  University  at  Burling- 
ton, a  school  under  the  charge  of  the  Baptist 
denomination.  For  several  years  after  leaving 
school,  he  engaged  iu  farming  during  thfe  summer, 
teaching  school  for  eighteen  terms  continuously  in 
the  winter.  While  still  residing  upon  the  farm, 
Mr.  Burrus  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Franklin 
Mills  PostofHce,  and  filled  that  position  for  eight 
years.     In    1875   he  was  elected  Superintendent  of 
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Scliools  for  one  tonii.  and  two  j'cars  later  was  ap- 
poiiitL'd  Deputy  Treasurer  under  A.  C.  Hutchinson, 
now  Postmnster  of  Burlington.  In  1885  he  received 
the  nomination  of  the  Democratic  party  as  County 
Treasurer,  and  was  elected.  In  1887  he  was  re- 
elected to  tlie  otflce  and  is  now  filling  his  second 
term. 

On  the  nth  of  April,  1871.  Mr.  Burrus  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Joanna  Wierman,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Wierman,  who  was  a  native  of 
Adams  County,  Pa.  By  this  union  there  are  four 
children:  Charles  R.,  Thornton  W.,  Rollle  and 
Annie.  In  politics  our  subject  identifies  himself 
with  the  Democratic  party,  of  which  he  is  an  ardent 
upholder.  He  is  an  honorable,  useful  citizen,  and 
is  truly  a  representative  man  of  the  county,  enjoy- 
ing the  respect  and  good-will  of  the  entire  com- 
munit3\  As  an  officer  he  is  plensant  and  courteous, 
evincing  a  desire  to  please  all  who  may  have  busi- 
ness with  the  office. 


*^ 


■if  OlIN  F.  MYERS,  one  of  the  lea<ling  farmers 
of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  residing  on 
section  26,  Benton  Township,  was  born  in 
Bucks  County,  Pa..  June  24,  1834,  of  Ger- 
man parentage.  When  a  lad  of  ten  years,  he  came 
to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and  in  1851  he 
wedded  Dorothea  Beck,  a  native  of  Wurteniberg, 
Germany.  By  their  marriage,  eight  children  were 
born:  Sophia,  who  wedded  Philip  Broom  of  Burl- 
ington Township;  Christ  Henr^'  still  resuling  at 
home;  Saiah  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  John 
H.  died  in  infancy;  John  F.,  Louisa,  Margaret  and 
Luella  are  still  inmates  of  the  paternal  home.  In 
October,  18G5,  the  mother  of  these  children  was 
called  to  her  final  home,  and  on  the  17th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1878,  Mr.  Myers  was  again  united  in  marriage 

Miss  Amelia  Deam,  a  native  of  Clarke  County, 
Ohio,  becoming  his  wife.  Mrs.  Mj'ers  is  a  daughter 
of  Frederick  Deam,  also  a  native  of  Clarke  County, 
who  came  to  Des  Moines  County  in  1853,  settling 
in  Burlington  Township,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1872,  in  the  sevent^'-firsl  year  of  his  age. 

Our  subject  commenced  this  life  without  financial 
aid,  but  by  his  business  ability,  energy  and  cnter- 


prise,  he  has  steadily  gained  of  the  world's  goods 
until  he  now  h.ns  a  comfortable  competence.  His 
first  money  was  earned  by  spliling  rails  and  chop- 
ping wood  at  fifty  cents  per  cord,  but  he  now  owns 
240  aci-es  of  fine  laud,  .nil  of  wlilch  was  secured 
through  his  own  industry.  In  his  jiolitical  views 
Mr.  Myers  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
both  mend)ers  of  the  Methodist  Eiiiscopal  Chui-cli. 

W.  CHITTENDEN,  of  Chittenden  &  East- 
man, manufacturers  and  jobbers  of  furni- 
ture, unilertakers'  goods  and  caliiuet  hard- 

_  ware  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  March  28,  1853.  and  is  a  son  of 
Abram  B.  Chittenden,  a  pioneer  of  Iowa  of  1840. 
Mr.  Chittenden's  father  was  born  in  Guilford, 
Conn.,  removed  to  Iowa  Sept.  14,  1840,  and  for 
many  j-ears  was  a  prominent  wholesale  grocer  of 
Keokuk,  but  is  now  living  a  retired  life. 

Henry  W.  (Jhittenden  w.as  educated  in  the  high 
school  of  Keokuk,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1872. 
He  then  devoted  a  year  and  a  half  to  the  study  of 
law,  but  gave  it  up  before  being  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  order  to  enter  upon  mercantile  pursuits,  lu 
1874  he  came  to  Burlington  and  spent  one  year  in 
a  wholesale  notion  house,  when  he  bought  into  the 
business  in  which  he  is  now  engaged,  it  then  being 
known  as  the  firm  of  Todd,  Pollock  &  Graugei-. 
Later  it  became  Pollock,  Granger  &  Chittenden, 
and  subsequently  Mr.  Chittenden  became  sole  pro- 
prietor, conducting  the  business  alone  until  the 
formation  of  the  existing  partnership  with  E.  P. 
Eastman.  The  house  of  Chittenden  &  Eastman  is 
the  most  extensive  wholesale  and  manufacturing 
furniture  establishment  in  the  State,  and  a  history 
of  the  same  appears  elsewhere  in  this  wi.irk. 

Mr.  Chittenden  was  united  in  marriage  at  Biu- 
liugton,  Oct.  26,  1881,  with  Miss  Catherine  M.  Sher- 
fey,  daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Mary  A.  (Rand)  Sherfey. 
Mrs.  Chittenden  was  born  in  Burlington,  and  is  a 
granddaughter  of  the  Hon.  E.  D.  Rand,  a  promi- 
nent pioneer  of  that  city.  In  politics  Mr.  Chitten- 
den is  a  Republican,  but  not  an  active  partisan,  and 
never  a  candidate  for  public  office,  for  his  impoi  tant 
business  interests  monopolize  his  attention.    He  and 
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his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Cliiireh. 
IMr.  Chittenden  is  an  enterprising  and  snccessfiil 
business  man.  and  has  been  greatly  instrumental  in 
building  up  a  large  trade,  which  the  house  of  which 
he  is  the  senior  partner  now  controls.  He  has  been 
.active  in  support  of  the  Burlington  Boat  Club,  .an 
org.anization  tiiat  ranks  among  the  leading  institu- 
tions of  the  city,  and  is  public-spirited  and  liberal 
in  support  of  all  worth}'  public  ontei-prises. 


ILLIAM   G.  CLARKE,  one  of  the  well-to- 


'4\  )*,1LL1A.M  a.  CLAKlvE.  one  I 
\/jJ//  do  farmers  of  Yellow  Spri 
^n»      ^as   born   IJec.   4.    1839.  in 


ing  Township, 
the  township 
which  j'et  furnishes  him  a  home.  He  is  the  young- 
est son  of  Benjamin  W.  and  Catherine  (Edwards) 
Clarke,  and  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm.  On 
the  12th  of  November,  18G3.  he  was  married  to 
Laura  B.  Coccayne,  who  is  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Cf)cc.ayne.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  yet 
reside  with  their  parents,  namely:  Nellie,  Mary, 
.lennie  and  Jesse.  Mr.  Clarke  has  been  one  of  the 
School  Directors  in  his  District,  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising farmers  of  the  township  and  has  a  well  cul- 
tivated farm  of  257  acres.  In  (lolitics  Mr.  Clarke 
is  a  Democrat.  He  has  been  School  Director  of  his 
township  for  the  past  twelve  j'ears. 


HILOR  R.  KELLEY,  passenger  conductor 
of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  North- 
ern Railroad,  was  born  in  Schenevus,  Ot- 
sego County,  N.  Y.,  July  1 1,  1853,  and  is 
a  son  of  Lysander  and  Emily  (Benedict)  Kelley, 
both  n.atives  of  New  York.  When  eight  years  of 
age  our  subject  emigrated  with  the  family  to  La 
Porte,  Ind.,  but  after  remaining  there  for  only  a 
.short  time  the}'  removed  to  Pekin,  111.,  where  Philor 
was  educated  in  the  city  schools,  later  attending 
the  Peoria  High  School.  When  fifteen  j-ears  of  age 
he  began  work  in  the  machine  shops  of  the  Peoria, 
Pekin  <fe  Jacksonville  Railroad,  serving  a  term  of 
two  J'ears,  and  then  went  to  Belle  Plaiue.  Iowa, 
where  he  w.as  eniploj-ed  with  C.  Lamb  &  Son,  lum- 


ber  merchants  of  that  citv,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  Mr. 
Kelley  entered  the  service  of  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western Railroad  as  a  brakesman,  and  was  given  his 
first  train  in  1873.  He  ran  as  conductor  for  three 
years,  and  after  leaving  the  North-Western  spent  a 
few  months  on  the  Union  P.acific  Railroad  and  in 
the  Black  Hills  country.  In  1876  Mr.  Kelley  be- 
gan work  on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  as  brakeman.  a  few  months  later  was  pro- 
moted to  freight  conductor,  and  in  1884  became 
passenger  conductor,  having  served  in  that  capacity 
for  the  past  four  j-ears.  When  he  began  running 
on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern,  he 
made  his  home  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  continued  to 
reside  in  th.at  city  until  1887,  when  he  moved  to 
Burlington,  his  present  place  of  residence. 

Mr.  Kelley  was  married  at  Independence,  Bu- 
chanan County.  Iowa,  in  April,  1881,  ilissCoraP. 
]\Iarinus  becoming  his  wife.  She  is  a  native  of  that 
city,  and  a  daughter  of  T.  J.  Marinus.  They  have 
one  child,  an  infant  daughter,  Gladys.  Mr.  Kelley 
is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Railroad  Conductors, 
and  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 


.^  HRISTOPHl 
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HRISTOPHER  MYERS,  deceased,  a  pioneer 
[oines  Count}',  Iowa,  was  born  in 
March  6,  1808,  where  he  was  reared 
upon  a  farm.  He  was  married  in  1832  in  Germany, 
and  in  1833  the  young  couple  emigrated  to  America, 
locating  first  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  where  they  re- 
mained about  a  year  and  then  became  residents  of 
AVestmoreland  County,  making  that  their  home 
until  1844,  when  thej'  emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating 
in  Benton  Township,  Des  Moines  County.  Mr. 
Myers  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  22, 
and  resided  upon  that  farm  for  the  succeeding  two 
years.  Selling  out  he  moved  to  another  farm  in 
Fi'anklin  Township,  and  for  the  next  five  j'ears 
rented  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  In  1851 
he  purchased  six  acres  of  land  in  Burlington  Town- 
ship, and  continued  its  cultivation  until  1867,  at 
which  time  he  became  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  26,  Benton  Township,  and  made 
that  his  home  until   his  death,  which  occurred   on 
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the  otli  of  January,  1879.  Two  ^ears  latei-,  on  the 
2(5th  of  March,  1881,  his  wife  w.as  called  to  her 
final  rest.  Five  children  were  horn  to  this  worthy 
coui)le:  John  F.,  a  farmer  of  Benton  Township; 
Sarah  wedded  Louis  Flint  of  Burlington,  Iowa; 
Louisa  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Ort,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Burlington  Township;  Margaret,  widow 
of  Christoi)lier  Wiley,  now  resides  in  Burlington 
Township;  and  Mary,  the  youngest  child,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Schuler,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Benton  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  were  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  and  earnest  workers  in  their 
Master's  vineyard.  Mr.  Mj'ers  was  a  conservative 
man,  an  able  thinker,  and  in  politics  was  a  Demo- 
crat. Being  one  of  the  honored  and  respected 
pioneers  of  Des  Moines  Count}',  his  death  was  sin- 
cerely mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


,^pt,  YRUS  BARKER  is  foreman  of  the  boiler 
l|(^^  shop  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
^^(f  Railroad,  at  West  Burlington,  and  we  take 
pleasure  in  recording  his  sketch  in  this  work.  He 
was  born  in  Clarkson,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  26,  IS2!),  and  is 
a  son  of  Leonard  and  Lydia  (Streigbt)  Barker, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
To  them  were  born  four  sons:  Our  subject  is  the 
eldest:  William  is  a  miller  in  Erie  County,  Ohio; 
Daniel  is  a  locomotive  engineer;  Trueman,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  2d  Michigan  Infantry,  was  wounded  in 
the  Battle  of  the  AVilderness,  and  died  in  Baltimore 
from  the  efTects  of  it.  Leonard  Barker,  the  father 
of  these  children,  died  about  the  year  1854  in  Pl}-- 
mouth,  Mich.,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  by  sev- 
eral years  to  her  final  rest,  her  death  occnrrlng  in 
1848.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  among  the  highly-respected  citizens  of 
the  community  in  which  they  resided. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  his  native 
town,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  went  to  Plymouth, 
Mich.,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade 
which  he  followed  for  three  years.  In  1  840  he  left 
the  parental  roof  and  began  life  for  himself.  Going 
to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  he  there  learned  the  trade 
of  boiler-making,  and.  having  remained  in  that 
city  about  three  years,  went  to  Detroit,   where    he 
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was  engaged  in  the  Hrennen  Boiler  Works.  He 
remained  in  that  employment  until  1852  and  then 
went  to  work  for  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  in 
the  boiler  department,  with  which  he  remained 
nntil  1858,  and  then  removed  to  Galesburg,  III., 
engaging  in  the  same  line  of  work  with  the  Chicago, 
Burlmgton  &  Quincy  Railroad,  with  which  he  has 
now  been  engaged  for  thirty  years.  In  1866  Mr. 
Barker  was  sent  to  Burlington,  whore  he  had  charge 
of  the  boiler  shop.  That  city  continued  to  be  his 
home  until  1 883,  when  the  shop  in  West  Burlington 
being  completed,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  It. 
Under  his  directions  the  boilers  for  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  engines  are  built  and  repaired, 
and  upon  him  rests  the  responsibility  of  the  care- 
ful construction  of  that  most  important  part  of  a 
locomotive.  Mr.  Barker  is  a  first-class  mech.anic, 
thoroughly  understanding  every  detail  of  his  busi- 
ness. For  almost  a  half-century  his  life-work  has 
been  devoted  to  the  building  of  boilers,  thirty 
years  of  which  have  been  passed  in  the  employ  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quinc}-,  and  no  better 
recommendation  of  his  efficient  skill  and  excellent 
workmanship  could  be  given. 

In  1847  Mr.  Barker  was  united  in  marriage  with 
IMiss  Louise  Geroar,  a  native  of  Canada  and  a 
daughter  of  Dominic  Geroar.  Five  children  bless 
their  union:  Lydia,  wife  of  William  O'llar,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Leonard,  an  engineer;  Will- 
iam, an  engineer  in  Salt  Lake  C it}',  Utah;  Theo- 
dore, a  clerk  in  the  freight  depot,  and  Belle,  wife 
of  T.  F.  Doran,  a  machinist  of  West  Burlington. 
Mr.  Barker  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  although 
reared  by  a  Democratic  father,  he  always  strongly 
opposed  slavery  and  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Repub- 
licans. 


lENJAMIN    WALLINGP'ORD    CLARKE, 

deceased,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  Clarke  County,  Oct.  18,  1812,  and  a 
son  of  Absalom  Clarke,  who  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky. When  a  lad  six  years  of  age  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Greene  County,  111.,  locating  near  Car- 
rollton,  where  Benjamin  was  reared  upon  a  farm. 
It  being  a  new  country  the  school  system   was  not 
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very  i)erft'et,  nnrl  he  received  but  limiteil  eiluca- 
tiiiiial  ailvniitai;e>i.  Al  the  ny;o  uf  twentj'-one  IMr. 
CIriike  was  united  iu  marriage  with  Catherine  Ed- 
wards, a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  daughter  of  Isham 
Edwards,  also  a  Virginian  l)_v  birlh.  After  their 
marriage  the  5'oung  ci)Ui)le  liegan  their  (h)mestic 
life  ni)()n  a  farm,  wliere  tiiey  resided  for  a  year  or 
two.  and  tlien  in  1  .s34  emigrated  to  the  West,  tak- 
ing u\>  tluir  residence  in  Des  Jloines  County.  Iowa. 
Mr.  Clarke  staked  out  a  elaitn,  and  iu  the  spring  of 
1  S.'i.')  moved  his  family  to  his  faiin  on  section  36, 
Yellow  Spring  Townsliip.  wiiere  he  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Feb.  27,  1888.  Thus,  one 
more  of  the  old  [lioncers.  who  had  been  a  resident 
of  Des  Moines  County  for  over  a  half-century, 
passed  away.  Mr.  Clarke  had  witnessed  almost  the 
entire  growth  of  the  county,  h.ad  seen  towns  and 
villages  spring  up  wliere  once  were  Indian  wigwams, 
the  wild,  uncultivated  land  was  transformeil  into 
beautiful  farms,  and  all  the  improvements  common 
to  this  nineteenth  centniy  made.  Mr.  Clarke  was 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  though  not  an  active  |)arti- 
san.  In  the  early  days  of  the  county  he  held  the 
olHce  of  County  Commissioner  for  two  full  terms. 
Ilis  vvife  still  survives  liirn  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Clarke  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren :  John,  who  died  in  childhood;  Franklin,  now 
residing  at  Pasadena,  C'al. ;  Margaret,  wife  of  C.  Mes- 
senger, of  Mediapolis;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife 
F.  Smith,  and  died  leaving  four  chililren  ;  and  Will- 
iam G.,  a  farmer  of  Yellow  Spring  Township,  being 
on  the  old  homestead. 
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Tr!RANK  LAWLOR,  civil  engineer,  hascharge 
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J^ffii  of  the  lines  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
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/15)  Quincy    Railroad    in    Iowa.     He    was    em- 

ployed on  construction  on  the  Bethany  Branch  in 
Missouri,  and  in -the  company's  general  office  at 
Chicago  from  1  880  to  1888,  since  which  time  he  has 
held  his  present  position,  with  the  engineering  care 
of  8.')7  miles  of  road.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick, 
Canada,  Jan.  30,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  James  J.  and 


Maiy  A.  (Ford)  Lavvlor,  who  were  also  natives  of 
New  Brunswick,  of  Irish  descent,  and  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Chnrch.  Frank  was  educated 
in  the  Catholic  schools  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
learned  civil  engineering  in  the  Dei)artment  of 
Public  Works  of  Canaila.  In  1880.  he  came  to 
Burlington,  I(jvva,  engaging  with  the  Chicago,  Burl- 
ington &  Quincy  Railroad  as  engineer  of  con- 
struction on  the  Bethany  Branch  in  Missouri,  from 
there  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  employed  in 
the  Company's  engineers  office  till  1883.  when  he 
was  given  his  present  position,  with  headquarters  at 
Burlington.  Mr.  Lawlor  has  proved  an  elH.cient 
and  con)pelent  engineer,  and  is  highlj'  respected  by 
all  with  whom  he  has  business  or  social  relations. 
He  took  out  citizeushii)  papers  in  1887,  though  he 
has  not  yet  affiliated  with  anj*  political  part^'.  and  is 
consistent  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
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HILIP  M.  CRAPO  is  a  well-known  cap- 
italist of  Burlington,  Iowa.  He  traces  his 
:!^  ancestry  back  a  period  of  over  two  hundred 
years.  Pierre  or  Peter  Crapo,  the  founder 
of  the  Crapo  family  in  America,  was  cast,  with  his 
brother,  upon  the  New  England  cf)ast,  while  yet  a  lad, 
in  1675,  b\'  the  wreck  of  a  French  vessel  of  which 
his  brother  w;is  commandant.  The  two  brothers 
were  in  a  strange  land  without  friends  and  without 
a  home.  The  elder  brother  returned  to  France,  his 
native  land,  leaving  Peter  with  the  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, of  Massachusetts,  intending  to  send  for  him, 
but  was  never  heard  of  afterward.  Peter  Crapo 
remained  with  the  Colonists,  and  when  he  arrived 
at  manhood  was  united  in  marriage  with  a  grand- 
daughter of  Peregrine  White.  His  wife's  grand- 
father enjoying  the  distinction  of  having  been  the 
first  white  child  born  in  the  Plj'mouth  Colony. 

From  this  couple  Philip  M.  Crapo  traces  direct 
descent.  He  was  born  at  Freetown,  near  New  Bed- 
ford, Mass.,  June  30,  1844.  Childhood  and  youth 
were  passed  in  that  city,  where  he  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fits of  its  excellent  school  sj'stem.  While  attending 
the  high  school,  he  was  permitted  to  take  a  special 
course,  in   preparation   for  a  collegiate  education,  ' 
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Spondinjj  seveml  months  in  the  law  office  of  Stone  & 
Cia])o,  he  socureil  !in  acquaintance  with  the  routine 
of  office  work,  and  there  lie  studied  rudimentary 
worivs  on  hiw.  Instead  of  entering  college,  Mr. 
Crapo  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  3d  Mnssn- 
chnsetts  Infantry,  serving  in  the  Eastern  Depart- 
ment, with  headquarters  at  New  Berne.  N.  C. 

Alter  returning  from  the  field.  Mr.  Crapo  went 
to  .Michigan,  where  he  eng.igcd  as  civil  engineer  in 
the  constnicliun  of  a  part  of  the  line  of  railroail 
now  known  as  the  Flint  ife  Pcie  Marquette,  lie 
afterward  entered  the  Stall-  ullices  at  Oetmit.  aid- 
ing princi[)ally  in  preparing  the  .Milit:iry  History  of 
.Micliigan.  ^VIlill'  ;it  Detroit.  Mr.  Ciapo  was  an 
active  iiieinlicr  of  tlie  Young  Men's  Soi-ietv.  an 
organization  nf  wt'.-dtli  and  influence  in  that  city; 
was  Director  of  tlic  Detroit  (iymntislic  Association; 
charter  ineinl>er  nf  the  Prismatic  Club,  a  scientific 
and  literaiy  organiz.ition  of  considerable  celebrity, 
which  still  exists;  ami  also  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
U.,  Iieing  one  of  the  early  Coriimaudeis  of  Post  No. 
1,  of  Michigan,  lie  attending  the  tii'st  National  Con- 
vention of  the  order  as  a  representative  of  the 
State.  He  also  took  part  in  the  services  of  laying 
the  corner-stone  of  tlie  Soldiers'  .Moiiuinent  at  De- 
troit, the  Hist  one  erected  in  the  State. 

During  the  month  of  April,  IHGy,  Mr.  Crapo 
came  to  Iowa,  and  took  charge  of  tlie  business  of 
the  Connecticut  JIutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
in  Southern  Iowa,  reporting  to  Hodges  Bros.,  of  De- 
troit. Later,  by  contract  directly  with  the  home 
office,  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Minnesota  were  placed 
under  his  charge  as  general  .agent.  Subsequently, 
the  State  of  Minnesota  was  withdrawn,  and  the  St.ate 
of  Nebraska  .added  to  liis  territory.  In  1H82,  Mr. 
Crapo  was  appointed  as  financial  correspondent  of 
the  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Compan}', 
for  the  purpose  of  loaning  the  funds  in  Iowa  .and 
Nebraska.  After  this  branch  of  the  business  was 
organized,  Mr.  Crapo  withdrew  from  life  insurance, 
resigning  as  General  Agent,  and  has  since  devoted 
himself  entirely  to  the  management  of  the  invest- 
ments of  the  company.  The  loans  which  he  makes 
are  confined  almost  exclusivel}'  to  farm  lands,  and 
although  he  has  built  up  a  business,  the  magnitude 
of  which  has  perhaps  not  been  surpassed  in  this  de- 
partment in  the  West,  it  h.as  been  done  to  the  entire 


satisfaction  of  the  interests  represented.  Mr.  Crnpo's 
work  has  been  .associated  with  the  same  companj-  for 
twenty  years. 

Politically,  .Mr.  Crapo  is  a  Republican,  and  al- 
though thoroughly  believing  in  the  honorable  char- 
acter of  conscientious  service,  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  for  office,  and  yet  he  has  always  been  an 
earnest  worker  for  the  advancement  of  the  party 
principles.  He  was  Chairman  of  County  Central 
Committee,  and  in  thatcapacit}',  in  the  fall  of  iSiSo, 
conducted  as  vigorous  a  campaign  as  vv.as  ever 
known  in  the  county,  lie  is  now  Chairman  of  the 
Congressional  Committee  for  the  1st  District  of 
Iowa.  His  management  in  the  camiiaign  of  1  8><G, 
by  which  the  district  was  won  back  to  the  Repub- 
lican ranks,  was  in  eveiy  way  satisfactory.  In  18iS.'), 
Mr.  Crapo  was  iioiniu;ited  for  State  ISen.ator  by 
acclamation  and  reluctaiitl}"  consenteil  to  stand  for 
the  office,  but  could  not  overcome  the  large  Demo- 
cratic m.ajoiitj-  in  the  count3-,  altlioiigh  running 
ahead  of  his  [laity  vote. 

Outside  of  his  business,  Mr.  Crapo  has  given 
much  time  and  contributed  liberally  to  the  advance- 
ment of  public  interests.  During  several  months  of 
his  early  residence  in  Burlingtc>n.  he  was  a  contrio- 
utor  toand  loeal  editor  of  the  Hawkeye.  .and  strongly 
advocated  a  wagon  bridge  in  connection  with  the 
railroad  bridge,  not  then  completed,  across  the 
Mississippi.  But  other  counsel  prevailed.  He  has 
given  much  time  and  thought  to  securing  additional 
railroad  competition  for  Burlington.  By  a  vigor- 
ous effort,  he  at  one  time  expected  to  bring  the 
Iowa  Central  Railroad  into  the  city,  that  thej-  might 
cross  the  river  there  instead  of  at  Keithsburg,  but 
a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  directors  to  lease  or  sell 
the  Burlington  &  Northwestern  Railroad  prevented 
the  consummation  of  the  plan.  By  the  building  of 
a  wagon  and  railro.ad  bridge  combined  by  the  Bur- 
lington and  Illinois  Bridge  Compau}',  which  Mr. 
Crapo  has  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  organizing, 
he  now  confidently  expects  to  secure  to  Burlington 
the  full  benefit  of  the  contiguous  country  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  and  also  to  bring  needed 
relief  in  the  wixy  of  railroad  competition.  Mr. 
Craiio  took  an  active  part  in  endeavoring  to  secure 
a  Inanch  of  the  National  Soldiers'  Home  at  Burling- 
ton, and,  failing  in  that,  started  a  movement  in  be- 
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half  of  the  disabled  sohliers  of  Iowa,  from  which 
resulted  the  State  Soldiers'  Home,  at  Marshalltown. 
To  his  systematic  efforts,  and  a  large  expenditure 
of  time  and  money  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Crapo,  the 
existence  of  this  institution  is  chiefly  due.  The  ac- 
ceptance, by  the  city,  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
was  accomplished  when  it  seenied  as  though  the 
scheme  must  fail,  owing  to  a  debt  of  about  a  $1,000  ; 
but  Mr.  Crapo  started  a  subscription  list  bi'  a  lib- 
eral sum,  and  then  raised  the  balance  b}'  personal 
solicitation,  thus  enabling  Burlington  to  accept  the 
gift  free  from  debt.  Mr.  Crapo  at  present  fills  the 
following  offices:  President  of  the  Burlington  & 
Illinois  Bridge  Company,  President  of  the  Burling- 
ton Bo.ird  of  Trade,  President  of  the  Commercial 
Club,  and  President  of  the  Burlington  &  Hender- 
son County  Ferry  Company.  He  is  also  Trustee  of 
the  city  for  the  Ferry  Franchise,  Trustee  of  the 
Public  Librar}',  and  Trustee  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

In  the  fall  of  1888.  .in  encampment  of  State 
Militia  was  held  at  Burlington.  The  camp  was 
called  Camp  Crapo,  in  his  honor.  The  distinction 
has  also  been  conferred  upon  Mr.  Crapo,  of  giving 
his  name  to  the  camp  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  organ- 
ized at  Burlington. 

Mr.  Crapo  has  been  very  strenuous  in  his  advo- 
cacy of  a  better  system  of  public  improvements  for 
the  City  of  Burlington.  In  this  interest  he  has 
called  public  meetings  of  the  citizens,  at  which  ad- 
vanced sentiments  on  this  subject  have  been  advo- 
cated, and  their  adoption  strongly  urged  upon  the 
citj'  authorities.  The  result  is  that  the  improvement 
of  some  of  the  most  important  thoroughfares  have 
been  ordered,  and  the  outlook  for  the  rapid  advance- 
ment of  the  material  interests  of  the  city  is  rendered 
much  more  encouraging. 

Mr.  Crapo  has  been  conspicuous  for  his  persistent 
advocacy  of  the  better  improvement  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  maintaining  strenuously  that  the 
lower  rates  of  water  transportation  upon  the  river 
exerted  a  modifying  influence  upon  every  pound  of 
freight  which  reached  the  banks  of  the  great  river, 
whether  destined  East  or  South.  His  efforts  in  be- 
half of  improved  waterwa3's  have  been  recognized 
and  acknowledged  by  his  appointment  upon  the 
committee  to  prepare  memorials  to    Congi-ess,  by 


not  less  than  five  of  the  great  conventions  called  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  imijrovement  of  west- 
ern waterways. 

Mr.  Crapo  has  given  considerable  attention  to  the 
transportation  question,  and  has  gre.at  faith  that 
the  operation  of  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Law, 
recently  enacted  by  Congress,  will  tend  to  build  up 
important  cities  on  the  Mississippi  River,  to  which 
he  believes  will  be  restored  much  of  its  former  im- 
portance as  a  chaimel  of  commerce.  In  conformitj' 
with  this  view  he  now  advocates  an  extensive  and 
comprehensive  S3'steni  of  public  improvements,  to 
prepare  Burlington  for  a  period  of  unequaled  growth 
and  prosperity,  which  he  believes  to  be  at  hand,  if 
her  citizens  are  true  to  her  interests  and  equal  to 
the  emergency.  Mr.  Crapo  advocates  the  expend- 
iture of  large  sums  of  money  for  the  paving  of  the 
streets  by  better  metho(ts  than  have  been  heretofore 
employed,  and  an  intelligent  extension  of  the  sewer- 
age sj'stem  of  the  city.  He  has  called  public 
meetings  to  consider  these  subjects,  and  already 
considerable  enthnsiam  has  been  awakened,  which 
it  is  believed  will  result  in  great  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity. Under  his  leadership  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  Commercial  Club  are  proving  powerful  factors 
in  arousing  the  community  to  a  realization  of  the 
fact  that  Burlington  may  become  a  great  city,  if 
her  citizens  are  willing  to  exert  themselves  sufB- 
cenily  to  bring  the  desired  result. 

An  excellent  steel  portrait  of  Mr.  Crapo,  bj'  that 
prince  of  engravers,  Samuel  Sartain,  accompanies 
this  sketch. 

^.^'UGUST  H.  KUHLEMEIER,  United  States 
@IlM  Revenue  Collector  for  the  4th  District  of 
Iowa,  was  born  in  the  principality  of 
Lippe-Detmold,  Germany.  Dec.  10,  1846, 
and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Sophia  (Kloepping) 
Kuhlemeier.  He  emigrated  to  America  with  his 
parents  in  1853,  they  settling  in  Freeport,  111.,  yet 
making  that  their  home.  August  H.  received  his 
primary  education  in  the  city  schools  of  Freeport, 
and  later  attended  private  school.  He  began  his 
business  career  as  a  clerk  for  a  dry-goods  house  in 
Freeport.  continuing  in  that  vocation  for  six  years, 
and  then  traveled   as  aijent  for  the  German  Insur- 
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ance  Company  of  Fieeport  for  foui-  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  was  made  g:eneral  agent 
for  the  company  for  the  territory  embracerl  within 
Iowa,  Nebraslca  and  Dakota.  Mr.  Kuiilemeier 
proved  himself  a  most  competent  manager,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  an  extensive  and  permanent 
business  for  the  company.  On  beijig  appointed  to 
the  western  .agency,  he  removed  to  Burlington  in 
1870,  making  that  his  home  continuously  since. 
Until  the  l.)th  uf  June,  1885,  Mr.  Kuiilemeier  con- 
tinued liis  connection  with  the  German  Insurance 
Company,  when  he  was  appointed  to  his  present 
olfice  by  President  Cleveland.  He  has  been  a 
Democrat  since  the  Liberal  movement  in  1872, 
when  so  many  Republicans  left  the  old  partj\  Mr. 
Kuhlemeier  has  served  in  various  ofHcial  positions 
prior  to  being  appointed  Revenue  Collector;  once 
lie  represented  the  district  in  the  Iowa  Legislature, 
and  has  served  several  times  in  the  Burlington  City 
Council.  Before  his  appointment  as  Collector,  he 
was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee, 
and  has  alwa^'s  taken  an  active  interest  in  political 
matters. 

At  Charles  City,  Iowa.  June  13.  1872,  Mr. 
Kuhlemeier  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lena 
Cramer,  daughter  of  R.  H.  Cramer,  Esq.  She  was 
born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to 
America  with  her  parents  in  childhood.  Three 
sons  were  born  of  their  union:  Frederick  J.,  born  in 
1873;  August  R.,  born  in  1876  ;  and  Henry  F.,  born 
in  1883.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Kuhlemeier  were  reared  in 
the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  attend  its  ser- 
vices. He  is  a  member  of  Harmonia  Lodge,  No. 
209,  I.  O.  O.  F.  of  Burlington ;  also  a  member  of 
Ph<Enix  Lodge,  No.  142,  A.  0.  U.  W. 


at-<5tf-^ 


jK^x  ATHAN  HUSTON.  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
I  )/  ^^'^  present  the  name  of  Mr.  Huston  to  the 
\^£L,  readers  of  this  volume  as  a  representative 
citizen  and  farmer  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
residing  on  section  26.  Franklin  Township.  He  was 
born  in  Monroe  County-,  Pa.,  April  8,  1825,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Shaffer)  Huston. 
Nathan  and  his  father  were  both  born  in  the  same 
house,  which  was  erected  in   1780  by  our  subject's 


grandfather,  John  Huston,  after  his  return  from  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  mother  was  also  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  ami  to  them  were  born  thirteen 
chililren,  and  of  that  number  seven  are  yet  living: 
Samuel,  a  farmer  residing  in  Iowa  City,  Cal. ;  Re- 
vina.  widow  of  John  Walters,  resides  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Robert,  a  resident  of  Monroe  County,  Pa. ; 
Joseph,  whose  home  is  in  Kossuth  County,  Iowa; 
Tacy  A.,  wife  of  Chauncey  Walters;  Franklin  and 
Nathan.  Those  deceased  are  Jacob,  Elizabeth, 
Rachel,  Mary,  Elmer  and  Jennet.  The  ])arents  of 
these  children  both  died  in  their  native  county  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  Mr.  Huston  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens. 
Nathan  Huston  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  remained  un- 
der the  parentid  roof  until  he  went  toStroudsburgh, 
graduating  from  the  academy  in  the  class  of  1843. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  the  study  of  law. 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  upon  his  twenty-first  birth- 
d.ay,  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his 
cliosen  profession.  In  1847  he  came  to  Des  Moines 
Countj'  on  a  visit,  and  contemplated  going  South  to 
find  a  location,  but  when  he  reached  Burlington  he 
was  offered  a  position  in  one  of  the  schools  of  the 
township  and  accepted  it.  The  following  3'ear  he 
was  united  in  marriage  in  Des  Moines  County  with 
Miss  Susan  Bobb,  a  native  of  Luzerne  County,  Pa. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Huston  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  on  section  26,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  The  young  couple  began  their  domestic 
life  in  the  true  pioneer  st3'le,  living  in  a  small  frame 
house  and  having  but  ,an  ox  team.  After  a  short 
married  life  Mrs.  Huston  was  called  to  her  final  rest, 
her  death  occurring  Feb.  13,  1863.  She  was  a  sin- 
cere member  of  the  Presbj'terian  Church.  She  had 
one  child,  Hamilton,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twentj'- 
onc.  On  the  22d  of  December,  18G5,  Mr.  Huston 
w.as  again  united  in  marriage.  Miss  Lucretia  Downer, 
a  native  of  Des  Moines  County,  becoming  his  wife. 
Five  children  were  born  of  this  union :  Milo  B., 
now  attending  the  Wesleyan  University  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa;  Burton  E.,  Nathan  W.,  R;dph  E. 
and  Mary  Belle. 

On  beginning  life  in  this  count}'  Mr.  Huston  had 
but  $25  in  money,  but  he  soon  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land,  and    from  time  to  time  has  .added  to 
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his  possessions  until  lie  now  owns  over  500  acres, 
400  of  wiiicli  me  iiniler  eullivation.  The  many 
iinprovenionts  whicli  have  l)een  ninrle  are  all  tlie 
result  of  his  careful  management,  anil  show  what 
can  1)0  accomi)lisheil  by  industry  and  economy. 
The  farm  is  well  stocked  with  a  fine  grade  of  Jer- 
sey cattle.  Coltswold  sheep  ami  Poland-China  hogs. 
Everything aiouud  and  in  the  beautiful  home  tends 
t(j  enrich  and  elevate  the  j'oung  and  Mr.  Huston 
hns  always  taken  si)ecial  pride  in  the  education  of 
his  children,  lie  is  .In  ardent  advocate  of  the 
|)rinciples  of  the  Republican  party,  and  his  wife  is 
a  uu'iiiber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Huston  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Des  Moines 
Comity,  has  aided  largely  in  its  growth  and  the  de- 
veloinncnt  of  its  resources,  and  has  alwa3's  taken  an 
active  interest  in  its  public  enterprises.  As  a  man 
and  citizen  he  stands  high  in  the  community  where 
for  fort}'  years  he  has  made  his  home. 


m^^ 


ylLLIAM  T.  FLEENER,  a  pnmiinent  pio- 
neer, who  came  to  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  in  October.  1.S36,  now  resides  on  sec- 
tion 3,  Pleasant  Grove  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Rush  County,  Ind.,  Oct.  II,  1823,  and  when  thir- 
teen years  old  emigrated  to  this  county  with  his 
parents,  settling  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township.  His 
father,  Isaac  Fleener,  w.as  born  in  Washington 
County.  Va.,  in  1790.  In  that  State,  his  marriage 
with  Lydia  Fleener  was  celebrated.  She  was  a  na- 
tive of  Washington  County,  Va.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Gasper  Fleener,  of  Maryland.  After  making  their 
home  for  some  time  in  their  native  State,  they 
removed  to  Rush  County.  Ind.,  where  they  were 
among  the  early  pioneers,  but  later  became  residents 
of  Ues  Moines  County,  Iowa.  The  children  born 
of  their  union  were  Joel,  born  March  27,  1810,  now 
residing  in  Ple.asant  Grove  Township;  Thompson, 
born  Nov.  2G,  1811,  makes  his  home  in  Pleasanton. 
Kansas;  Mary  Ann,  born  March  1,  1812,  died  in 
childhood;  Hiram,  born  July  26.  1818,  is  a  resident 
of  Pleasant  Grove  Townshii),  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa; 
John  H.,  born  June  24.  1820.  died  in  childhood; 
William  P.,  our  subject,  is  pext  in  order  of  birth; 
Robert  C,  born  Oct.  8,  1826,  died  April   14,  1.S88; 
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Elizabeth  Jane,  wife  of  D.  L.  Portlock,  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  was  born 
June  22,  1827.  Isaac  Fleener.  the  father  of  these 
children,  died  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township.  Jul}- 
20.  1841. 

Our  subject  remained  upon  the  farm  where  his 
e.iilier  years  were  passed  until  the  10th  of  October, 
1850,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sarah  McCune.  <langhter  of  William  and  Martha 
McCune,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia, 
though  the\'  removed  from  there  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
later  became  residents  of  Ohio,  next  made  their 
home  in  Fayette  County.  Ind.,  after  which  the}' 
became  residents  of  Rush  County,  and  then  ol  Mar- 
ion County,  and,  lastl}",  settled  permanently  in  Des 
jMoines  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  M<;Cune  was  born  Dec. 
7,  1780,  and  died  in  August,  18G2.  His  wife  was 
born  March  21).  1788.  and  her  death  occurred  Dec. 
27.  1860.  Seven  children  graced  the  union  of  this 
worth}' couple :  Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  15,  1803.  is 
the  wife  of  Franklin  Booe,  a  resident  of  Marshall 
County,  Kan.;  John,  born  Dec.  23,  1813,  died  in 
1847:  Andrew,  born  March  27,  1817,  makes  his 
home  in  Jackson  County.  Kan.;  James,  now  de- 
ceased, was  born  Sept.  15,1 820 ;  Martha,  born  March 
4,  1824.  is  also  deceased;  AVilliam.  born  April.  15, 
I  827,  is  living  in  Putnam  County,  Mo. ;  Sarah,  born 
July  1,  1830,  is  the  wife  of  William  P.  Fleener. 

'I'lie  domestic  life  of  our  subject  and  his  young 
wife  was  begun  upon  the  old  homestead  where  they 
still  continue  to  reside.  Mr.  Fleener  has  held  vari- 
ous positions  of  honor  and  trust  in  his  townshi|), 
having  been  both  Trustee  and  School  Director  for 
many  terms.  His  farm  consists  of  250  acres  of 
well  timbered  and  well  watered  land,  and  every- 
thing about  his  place  shows  that  he  is  a  thrifty  and 
enterprising  farmer.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  they  are 
earnest  workers.  In  1866,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleener 
adopted  a  son,  Charles  Lewis,  whose  parents  were 
Alfred  and  Martha  Caloway.  AVhen  but  eleven 
months  of  age,  his  mother  died,  and  ever  since  he 
has  been  reared  as  the  son  of  JMr.  and  Mrs.  Fleener. 
Mr.  Calow.ay  is  still  living,  and  resides  in  W.ashing- 
U>n  Territory.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Charles 
are  as  follows:  Fillmore;  William  Henry ;  Sarah  E., 
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wifctif  M.ai>linll  IJiuikins;  IJcnjnniin.  now  a  lesideiit 
iif  Yniirumtli.  Iijwa;  Mary  Ellfii,  wile  of  Saiifonl 
Slmrp.  a  resilient  of  Mi(l<lletown.  I)es  Moiiics  Co., 
Iowa;  and  diaries  i>ewis.  born  in  Uiirlinjilon,  Iowa, 
May  15,  lH6o,  now  the  adopted  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
AVilliam  Fleener. 


A.  TOMLINSON.  dece.-ised,  was  a  native  of 
.Marion  Count3',  Ind.,  born  April  24,  1843, 
^  and  was  a  son  of  W.  II.  'I'omlinson.  When 
(^^7/  the  war  broke  out  he  was  but  eighteen  j-ears 
of  age.  but  on  the  first  call  of  the  President  for 
lroo|)s  to  restore  the  Union,  lie  enlisted  in  the  10th 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  for  four  years  did  his  duty  as 
n  faithful  soldier  of  the  Union  Army.  With  his  regi- 
ment he  was  in  a  number  of  engagements  and  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cliiekamauga.  He  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  March  to  Sea,  and  was  dis- 
charged at  the  close  of  the  war.  While  in  the  ser- 
vice he  received  a  serious  sunstroke,  from  the  effects 
of  which  he  never  fully  recovered. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  home, 
remained  a  short  time  and  then  entered  a  commer- 
cial school  at  Chicago,  but  did  not  there  complete  the 
course,  but  came  to  Burlington,  where  he  finished  his 
education  in  the  business  college  of  that  city.  He 
here  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Dora  Andress, 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  S.  and  Elizabeth  W.  (Mitchell) 
Andress,  and  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  1858, 
their  marriage  was  duly  celebrated.  In  1872.  the 
young  couple  went  to  Wilson  County.  Kan.,  set- 
tling near  Fredonia.  where  a  farm  was  purch.ased. 
In  connection  with  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  he 
also  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  After  eleven 
year's  residence  in  Wilson  County.  ]\Ir.  Tomlinson 
died,  his  death  occurring  March  9,  1883,  at  the  age 
of  thiit3--nine  years.  He  was  a  tender  father  and 
loving  husband,  his  death  being  indeed  a  terrible 
loss  to  the  family.  A  strong  advocate  of  the  cause 
of  temperance,  b^'  his  eloquence  and  logic  he  won 
many  adherents,  his  efforts  being  unce.asing  and  his 
zeal  untiring  in  the  great  work.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
an  active  worker  in  all  Sunday-school  and  Church 
work.     Few  men  had  the  love  and  respect  of  all 


who  knew  him  in  a  greater  degree.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tomlinson  four  children  were  born:  Frank, 
who  died  in  iiifaiify;  Guy  and  Grace  at  home;  and 
Homer,  who  also  ilied  in  infancy. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Tomlinson 
returned  to  her  native  city  of  Burlington,  where  she 
has  since  resided.  She  is  a  woman  of  superior  edu- 
cation and  mental  ability,  and  for  two  years  has 
been  book  reviewer  for  the  Burlington  Ilaivkeye. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  is  also  active  in  all  Church  and  Sunday-school 
work.  Her  son  Guy  is  now  eleven  years  old.  At 
the  age  of  four  years  he  could  read  intelligently  and 
at  six  years  helped  to  assume  the  burdens  of  the  fam- 
ily support,  and  in  less  than  one  year  earned  about 
8100.  In  temperance  work  he  is  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father,  and  by  his  personal  efforts 
has  secured  nearly  fiftj'  names  to  the  temperance 
pledge. 

AVID  BOLICK,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 4.  Flint  River  Township,  came  to  Iowa 
in  1836.  Great  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  county  since  then,  the  work  of  civili- 
zation and  progress  has  been  carried  on,  the  wild, 
uncultivated  prairies  have  been  transformed  into 
beautiful  farms,  cities  and  villages  have  sprung  up, 
churches  and  schools  have  been  built,  railroads 
cross  and  re-cross  the  country,  large  manufactories 
have  been  established,  until  Des  Moines  County 
ranks  among  tlie  first  in  the  great  State  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Bolick  is  a  native  of  Putnam  County,  Ind., 
born  April  2,  1830.  His  parents,  David  and  Rachel 
(Simmons)  Bolick,  were  natives  of  Lincoln  County, 
N.  C,  the  former  born  in  1788,  the  latter  in  1794. 
The  family  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County  in 
1836,  where  David  Bolick,  Sr.,  purchased  a  claim 
upon  part  of  which  land  our  subject  now  resides. 
The  work  of  cultivation  was  commenced,  crops 
were  [)lanted,  and  trees  set  out  until  the  farm  be- 
came one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  In  1854  the 
family  was  called  upon  to  mourn  tlie  loss  of  a  wife 
and  mother,  who  that  year  was  called  to  her  last 
rest.  The  father  survived  her  many  years,  his 
death  occurring  in  1 870.  Mr.  Bolick  was  a  man 
who  gave  largel3'  of  his  time  and  money  for  the  up- 
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building  and  advancement  of  the  coinnninit}'  in 
which  lie  resided.  Though  reserved,  he  was  iip- 
rigiit.  straigiitrorward  and  of  kindly-  disposition,  re- 
ceiving the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bolick  were  menibeis  of  the  English  Luth- 
eran Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  Petei-,  who 
died  in  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  came  to  Iowa  in 
1 830,  namely:  Agaline,  widow  of  John  Jones,  re- 
sides in  Flint  River  Township;  Amos  died  in  May, 
1880,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  belonging  to 
the  homestead ;  ]\Iahala,  wife  of  A.  C.  Crouch,  a 
farmer  of  Whiteside  County,  111.;  Macilla,  widow 
of  Daniel  Cain,  resides  in  Monroe  County,  Iowa; 
Catherine  became  the  wife  of  Elijah  Judd,  and  both 
are  now  deceased ;  Caleb  A.,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  on  part  of  the  old  home  place;  David; 
Rachel,  wife  of  Henry  Judd,  a  farmer  of  Lucas 
County,  Iowa;  Lydia,  who  wedded  George  Lore,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Franklin  Countj',  Neb. 

Almost  the  entire  life  of  our  subject  has  been 
spent  in  Des  Moines  County,  he  having  become  a 
resident  when  six  years  of  age.  Here  he  received 
his  education,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  there 
remained  until  the  death  of  his  mother.  In  18G5, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Banning, 
a  native  of  Henry  Count}',  and  after  that  event,  the 
father  lived  with  his  son  until  his  death.  In  April, 
1867,  the  young  wife  was  called  to  her  final  home, 
and  Mr.  Bolick  formed  a  second  union  with  Miss 
Mary  Depperman,  who  was  born  in  Pru.^sia  in  1848, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  F.  and  Mary  Depperman, 
who  were  also  natives  of  that  country,  and  who 
came  to  America  about  the  year  1852,  and  ^et  re- 
side in  Franklin  Township,  this  county. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bolick:  Charles  A.  and  Ambrose  S.,  both  died  in 
infancy;  David  was  born  Ma}'  16,  1873;  Nellie, 
born  Miiy  22,  1877;  and  Morris  E.,  born  May  30, 
1880.  Mr.  Bolick  is  the  owner  of  125  acres  of  land 
in  Flint  River  Township,  which  is  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead  settled  by  the  father  in  1836.  But  one 
old  apple  tree  now  marks  the  spot  where  stood  the 
log  cabin  into  which  the  family  moved,  and  where 
so  many  happy  hours  were  passed.  A  handsome 
two-story  frame  building  was  erected  in  its  place  in 
1  861 .      The  uncultivated  land  of  a  half-ccnlury  ago. 


from  which  the  brush  was  cleared  with  an  ax  and 
grub-hoe,  is  now  a  finely-improved  farm.  In  1880 
a  large  barn  was  erected,  and  all  buildings  neces- 
sary on  a  well  cultivated  farm  may  here  be  found, 
together  with  a  good  grade  of  stock. 

Mr.  Bolick  is  a  member  of  the  English  Lutheran 
Church  of  Burlington,  and  his  wife  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  Danville.  In  his  political  views,  he  is 
liberal,  voting  not  for  party,  but  for  the  person 
whom  he  thinks  will  best  work  for  the  interests  of 
the  people.  The  temperance  cause  finds  in  him  a 
ready  supporter,  and  in  social,  religious  and  educa- 
tional advancement,  he  stands  in  the  front  rank. 


-^^<^ttt>^- 


UGCSTUS  C.  HUTCHINSON,  Postmaster 
of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  at  Haddam, 
I  a    Conn.,  Nov.  1,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr. 
^  Ira  and  Lucinthia  (Cone)  Hutchinson.    He 

received  an  academic  education  in  his  native  State, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1856,  came  to  Iowa  and  located 
at  Keokuk,  where  he  was  employed  for  twoj'ears  in 
the  City  Engineer's  office  as  clerk.  In  1859  he 
went  South  and  was  in  the  service  of  the  Nashville 
&  Northwestern  Railroad  Company  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war.  He  stuck  to  his  post  until 
things  got  so  hot  that  he  concluded  to  return  to  the 
North,  leaving  Nashville  on  the  last  train  north- 
ward, Aug.  1,1861.  Returning  to  Iowa,  he  located 
at  Burlington,  in  August,  1861,  and  was  married  the 
following  November  in  that  city  to  Mary  E.  Cock, 
a  daughter  of  Oliver  Cock.  Mrs.  Hutchinson  was 
born  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  Soon  after  coming  to  Burl- 
ington, Mr.  Hutchinson  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  dry 
goods  business,  and  in  1868  formed  a  partnership 
with  Messrs.  French  in  the  same  business.  Four 
years  later  the  firm  became  Hutchinson  &  Schramm, 
Mr.  Hutchinson  continuing  in  the  business  until 
1875,  when  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Des  Moines 
County,  and  again  re-elected  in  1877.  He  was  out 
of  office  one  term,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  same 
position  in  1881  and  1883. 

In  April,  1880,  he  bought  an  interest  in  the  Burl- 
ington Gazette  (daily  and  weekl}-),  and  continued 
part  proprietor  and  general  manager  until  1887. 
Mr.  Hutchinson  is  an  earnest  Democrat  inhispolit- 
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icnl  sentiments,  and  has  done  good  service  in  the 
cause  of  liis  party.  He  has  always  taken  a  warm 
interest  in  educational  matters,  and  served  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  School  Board  from  1871  to  187.5  inclu- 
sive. He  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Burlington, 
Feb.  17,  1887,  and  is  now  serving  in  that  capacity. 
The  Burlington  office  is  among  the  must  important 
in  that  State.  (Sec  history  of  the  same  elsewhere 
in  this  work.) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson  have  three  children,  a 
son  and  two  daughters:  Oliver  C,  the  son,  married 
Miss  Ottie  De  Laguna,  of  Oakland,  Cal.,and  resides 
at  vSt.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  he  is  employed  .as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Manufacturers'  Bureau.  The  daugh- 
ters, Kate  E.  and  Mary  L.,  reside  with  their  parents. 


T      sivi 


yO.  BROWN,  a  prominent  farmer  resitling 
on  section  '20,  Washington  Township,  was 
born  in  Dcs  Moines  Countj",  Iowa,  on  the 
4th  of  September,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  Brown,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  His  primary  education  was  received  at 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  State,  but  supple- 
mented by  a  course  at  the  College  of  Denmark, 
Iowa.  Throughout  his  life  he  h.is  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming,  and  is  now  engaged  quite  ex- 
tensively in  buying  and  shipping  cattle  and  hogs. 
The  first  land  purchased  by  Mr.  Brown  in  this 
county  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  now  highly  cul- 
tivated and  improved,  upon  which  is  a  comfortable 
residence  and  all  the  outbuildings  and  machinery 
necessary  to  a  well-regulated  farm.  On  the  •28th  of 
December,  1871,  he  was  united  in  marri.age  with 
Amanda  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  England,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents,  David  and  Jane 
Thomas,  when  only  one  year  of  age.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  England,  and  her  mother  of  Amer- 
ica, though  of  Welsh  descent,  and  they  are  now  resi- 
dents of  Louisa  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are 
the  parents  of  an  interesting  faniilj'  of  four  chil- 
dren— Laura,  Charley,  Frank  and  Benton,  all  at 
home. 

Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  figures  exten- 
sively in  "helping  the  btiys  along."     His  wife  is  a 


member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  both  are  highly  respected  citizens  in  the  county 
where  most  of  their  lives  have  been  passed. 


^^55iEORGE  IBBOTSON,  an  old  settler  and  le.ad- 
'll  <^  '"=■  f"'™6'"'  residing  on  section  30,  Yellow 
^^4,  Spring  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
is  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  born  in  1806, 
and  a  son  of  John  and  Martha  (Lofthouse)  Ibbot- 
son,  who  were  also  natives  of  Yorkshire.  Through- 
out his  life,  John  Ihbotson  was  engaged  in  farming, 
and  he  and  his  wife  both  died  in  their  native  land. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  1838, 
when,  bidding  good-bj'e  to  his  home  and  friends, 
he  sailed  for  America,  locating  first  in  AVayne 
County,  Ind,  where  he  engaged  .as  a  farm  hand,  and 
later  rented  a  farm  there  for  three  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  Mr.  Ibbotson  emigrated  to 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  settling  in  Fr.anklin 
Township  in  the  fall  of  1841,  where  he  rented  a 
farm  for  one  year,  and  then  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  30  of  Yellow  Spring  Township. 
The  farm  then  purchased  still  continues  to  be  his 
home,  though  other  lands  were  added,  until  he  has 
now  400  broad  acres  in  Yellow  Spring  Township 
under  cultivation.  In  Washington  Township  he  is 
also  the  owner  of  eighty  acres,  and  all  his  land  is 
improved. 

In  1844  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ibbotson  and 
Martha  Ann  Riggs,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  was  cele- 
br.ated.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them,  namely  : 
Martha,  residing  with  her  parents;  John,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Yellow  Spring  Township; 
Stephen,  residing  in  Los  Angeles  County,  Cal. ; 
George  who  makes  his  home  in  Louisa  County, 
Iowa;  Elizabeth,  still  living  at  home;  Robert,  a 
farmer  of  Washington  Township,  Des  Moines 
County  ;  and  Isaac  and  A.  Lincoln,  both  of  whom 
died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Ibbotson  and  wife  are  b(jth  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  one  who  does  not  believe  that 
the  party   has  outlived    its   usefulness,  and  in  his 
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tcjwn^liip  lie  lias  held  various  offices.  Finanei- 
allv  a  self-made  man.  liis  success  in  life  is  due  to  his 
own  labor,  cnei'g}'  and  business  abilit}-,  wliicli  have 
enabled  him  to  secure  an  ample  competency  for  old 
.age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ibbotjon  have  reared  a  f.aniily 
of  respected  men  and  women,  who  do  honor  to  their 
name,  and  to  assist  their  sons  tho3'  gave  them  each 
100  acres  of  land.  In  their  declining  years  this 
wortliy  couple  can  look  back  over  a  well-spent  life, 
forty-four  }ears  of  which  have  been  passed  to- 
gether, and  the  respect  which  is  their  due,  both  as 
pioneers  and  honored  citizens,  is  cheerfully  given 
by  all  who  know  them. 

-^ -#"#" "-^ 


\J]  OUN  T.  LICE,  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  residing  on 
section  26,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  was 
(j^j/i  born  near  Columbus,  Ind.,  Nov.  8, 1835,  and 
is  a  son  of  Robert  W.  and  Martha  T.  (Branham) 
Lee,  a  sketch  of  whose  history  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  In  the  spring  of  183G,  the  parents 
emigrated  to  Louisa  County.  Iowa,  where  a  farm 
was  purchased,  subsequently  removing  to  Yellow 
Spring  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  and  upon 
that  land  Robert  Lee  resided  until  his  death,  and  it 
is  still  in  possession  of  his  heirs.  Our  subject,  John 
T.  Lee,  was  reared,  and  remained  upon  the  old 
homestead  until  twent^'-four  years  of  age,  when  he 
rented  land  and  began  business  for  himself  on  a 
farm  of  forty  acres  in  Louisa  County.  M.aking  that 
his  home  for  five  years,  Mr.  Lee  then  removed  to 
Ues  Moines  Count}',  where  he  purchased  100  acres 
of  land  on  section  "26,  Yellow  Spring  Township, 
where  he  now  lives,  and  at  present  is  the  owner  of 
of  168  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  together  with 
some  property  in  the  town  of  Mediapolls.  In  1864 
the  marriage  of  John  T.  Lee  and  Eliza  J.  Simpson, 
was  celebrated.  She  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  daughter  of  J.  G.  Simpson,  of' Morning  Sun, 
Iowa.  By  this  union  eight  children  have  been  born  : 
William  S.,  a  farmer  of  Yellow  .Spring  Township; 
Ida  E.,  George  W.,  Mattie  T.,  Charles  E.,  John  P., 
Louis  A.  and  Aseuath  are  still  residing  with  their 
parents. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Lee,  in  company  with   his  brother, 


William  II.,  established  a  general  merchandise  store 
in  Modiapolis,  which  he  continued  to  conduct  for 
three  years,  living  on  the  farm  in  the  corporation 
limits.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
strongly  advocates  the  principles  of  that  party.  An 
enter|)risiug  and  progressive  farmer,  he  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
ship. Mrs.  Lee  and  her  eldest  daughter  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church. 


ellARLES  W.  RAND,  junior  partner  of  the 
firm  of  Wyman  &  Rand,  wholesale  and  re- 
tail dealers  in  carpets,  furniture,  vv.all  paper, 
etc.,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  Feb.  12,  1855, 
and  was  the  son  of  Hon.  E.  D.  and  Carrie  A.  (Sher- 
fey)  Rand.  His  parents  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Burlington,  taking  up  their  residence  there 
in  1839,  and  his  father  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent business  men  of  Iowa.  (See  sketch  elsewhere 
in  this  work.) 

Charles  W.  Rand  received  his  primary  education 
in  the  city  schools,  took  a  regular  course  in  the 
High  School,  and  subsequently  a  two  years'  course 
in  Burlington  College.  His  business  training  was  re- 
ceived in  the  well-known  wholesale  mercantile  house 
of  Marshall  Field  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  where  he  spent 
five  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  re- 
turned to  Burlington  and  became  a  partner  with 
Mr.  Wyman  in  the  carpet  and  furniture  business 
in  1879.  This  firm  does  an  annual  business  of 
$150,000,  and  is  the  largest  house  of  the  kind  in 
the  West.  The  salesrooms  floors  .aggregate  60,000 
square  feet.  The}'  also  have  a  branch  house  in 
Keokuk,  under  the  name  of  Wyman-Rand  Carpet 
Comp.au}',  where  the}'  carry  an  aver.age  stock  of 
$25,000  in  value. 

Mr.  Rand  was  instrumental  in  incorporating  the 
Northwestern  Manufacturing  Company  of  Burling- 
ton, in  May,  1886.  He  is  president  of  the  com- 
pany, which  has  a  working  capital  of  $26,000,  a 
surplus  of  $14,000,  and  employs  an  average  of  110 
hands,  with  an  annual  output  of  $100,000  worth 
of  stock.  The  buildings  and  site  are  the  individ- 
ual property  of  Messrs.  Rand  and  Leopold,  and  are 
valued  at  about  $35,000.     Mr.   Rand   is  identified 
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with  various  local  corporations,  and  although  com- 
paratively a  young  man,  is  rapidly  acquiring  ex- 
tensive and  important  business  relations.  He  is  a 
Director  in  the  National  State  Bank,  Director  of 
the  Burlington  Opera  House,  and  Trustee  in  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  was  married  in  Chi- 
cago, Sept.  4,  1886,  to  Miss  Lilian  C.  Higgins,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  Higgins.  of  this  city.  Mrs. 
Rand  was  horn  in  Mendota,  111.  In  his  political 
sentiments  Mr.  Rand  is  an  Independent  Republican, 
and  a  supporter  of  the  present  Administration. 


,,..f  NDREVV  SNYDER,  deceased,  an  honored 
((^^Jji  pioneer  of  Des  Moines  Count}',  Iowa,  of 
(4  April,  1844,  was  born  near  Steubenville, 
Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio,  Nov.  3,  1802,  and  was 
the  son  of  George  and  Rachel  (Taff)  Snyder.  His 
father  was  a  saddler  by  trade,  and  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  of  German  parentage,  moved  to  Ohio, 
and  there  carried  on  his  business  till  old  age.  Mr. 
Snyder  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was 
married  Jan.  31,  1828,  to  Miss  Sarah  Baker,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Sarah  (Bane)  Baker,  residing 
near  Woodland,  Va.  (now  West  Virginia).  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  Snyder  engaged  in  farming  in 
Marshall  County,  Va.,  until  tiie  spring  of  1844, 
when  he  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
settling  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township.  There  he  had 
a  farm  of  200  acres,  which  he  and  his  sons  im- 
proved and  placed  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  also  owned  an  eighty-acre  tract  in  Henry  Count}'. 
Mr.  Snyder  made  a  business  of  farming  and  stock- 
growing  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
Aug.  3,  1885.  His  wife,  an  estimable  Christian 
lady,  a  kind,  loving  wife  and  mother,  had  been  taken 
nearly  three  years  previous,  her  death  having  oc- 
curred Dec.  24,  1882.  Both  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  were  blessed  with  a  family 
of  four  sons  and  six  daughters:  Rachel,  the  eldest, 
born  Jan.  16,  1829,  married  Oliver  Little  July  12, 
1849,  and  died  Oct.  26,  1859,  leaving  five  children, 
four  sons  and  one  daughter;  James,  born  April  21, 
1830,  was  married  Nov.  27,  1859,  to  Mahahi  Doty, 
and  resides  in  Henry  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  born 


Jan.  26,  1832,  is  single  and  resides  with  her  brother 
James;  Mary  A.,  born  Oct.  20,  1833,  died  Dec.  21, 
1882;  Caroline,  born  Feb.  20,  1836,  marrieil  James 
Grogan  Feb.  20,  1861,  and  resides  in  Decatur 
County,  Kan.;  Sarah  E.,  born  Jan.  29, 1838, resides 
in  Washington  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Carter,  whom  she  mar- 
ried Dec.  16,  1866;  William  W.,  born  May  24, 
1840,  died  Jan.  20,  1848;  Louisa  J.,  born  April  9, 
1843,  became  the  wife  of  E.  A.  Miller,  Dec.  20, 
1865,  and  resides  in  Washington  Township,  Des 
Moines  Co.,  Iowa;  Theodore  B.,  born  Aug.  22, 
1845,  wedded  Mary  L.  Dorgan  Feb.  25,  1880,  and 
is  a  practicing  attorney  of  Burlington,  Iowa;  Wil- 
bur, born  Feb.  15, 1850,  married  Nellie  Burns,  Aug. 
31,  1870,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Pleas- 
ant Grove  Township.  All  the  children  except  the 
two  j'oungest  were  born  in  Marshall  County,  Va. 
Theodore  and  Wilbur  were  born  on  the  farm  in 
Pleasant  Grove  Township. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  a  man  of  marked  individuality, 
conservative,  economical  and  prudent  in  matters  of 
business,  but  always  strictly  just  and  fair  and  not 
illiberal.  Careful  in  forming  conclusions,  he  was 
very  determined  when  he  had  once  decided  a  point 
in  his  mind,  and  possessed  indomitable  energy  and 
courage.  He  was  an  ultra  Republican  in  politics, 
and  earnest  in  his  patriotic  sujjport  of  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  late  Civil  War.  As  a  citizen  he 
was  highly  respected,  and  held  in  warm  regard  as  a 
neighbor,  husband  and  father. 

J.   SMITH,  a  leading  farmer  residing  on 
section  5,  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  and  a 
])ioneer  of  Des  Moines  County,   Iowa,  was 
^J  born  in  Washington  County,  Va.,  in  1817. 

He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Isabel  (Gilson)  Smith,  the 
father  a  Virginian,  and  the  mother  a  native  of  North 
Carolina.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Robert  Smitii, 
who  was  a  farmer  in  Virginia,  his  native  State, 
served  in  the  AVar  of  the  Revolution.  The  mater- 
nal grandfather,  AVilliam  Gilson,  was  also  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  was  of  Irish  descent. 

Daniel  Smith  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  his  native 
State,  and  there  was  united  in  marriage  with  Isabel 
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Gilson.  In  the  spring  of  181  8,  they  emigrated  to 
Washington  Count}',  Inrt.,  where  Mr.  Smith  rente<l 
a  farm  until  1823,  at  which  time  they  removed  to 
Rush  County,  the  husband  there  entering  eighty 
acres  of  raw  timber  land  among  the  settlements  of 
the  Indians.  He  erected  a  cabin,  and  immediately 
began  the  improvement  of  the  tract,  grubbing  up 
the  trees,  and  developing  a  farm  upon  which  he 
lived  for  twelve  years,  during  which  time,  by  his 
thrift  and  enterprise,  he  was  enabled  to  double  his 
land,  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  Selling  out,  he 
next  made  his  home  in  Hancock  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  purchased  a  partially  improved  farm  of  1 60  acres, 
and  there  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Dec.  29,  1848,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  ten 
months,  and  twelve  days.  Mrs.  Smith  survived  her 
husband  until  Aug.  15,  1864.  having  reached  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-one  years  and  twenty-three 
d.ays  at  the  time  of  her  death.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Smith 
was  a  public-spirited  man,  taking  an  active  interest 
in  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  community. 
He  served  as  Probate  Judge  in  Rush  County,  Ind., 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  held  the  same  office  in 
Hancock  County.  In  his  political  views,  he  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Whig  party.  Noted  for  his  hon- 
esty and  integrity,  he  was  ever  a  leading  man  in 
the  community  where  he  resided,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  all. 

To  Mr.  and  Mr.  Smith  were  born  sixteen  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  grew  up  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, exceptone,  and  eleven  are  still  living:  Hiram, 
born  Jan.  28,  1805,  a  retired  farmer  of  Keokuk 
County,  Iowa;  William  G.,  born  Feb.  9, 1806,  died 
in  Indiana,  Feb.  16,  1868  ;  Robert  and  Jane  (twins), 
born  July  26, 1  SOS,  are  both  deceased ;  Samuel,  born 
Nov.  26,  1809,  departed  this  life  in  Rush  County, 
Ind.,  Aug.  13,  1H35;  Mary,  born  Sept.  1,  1810, 
married  Thompson  Fleenor,  and  died  in  1842; 
Louisa,  widow  of  Benjamin  Fry,  of  Hancock  County, 
Ind.;  her  twin-sister  Laveuia,  died  at  birth;  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  15,  1814,  wedded  Thora.as  McKin- 
non,  of  Henry  County,  Iowa;  our  subject  is  next 
in  order  of  birth  ;  Nancy  Ellen,  born  Sept.  24,  1819, 
became  the  wife  of  Solomon  Tiner,  of  Missouri; 
Sarah  Ann,  born  July  27,  1821,  vvidow  of  A.  J. 
Porter,  of  Dallas,  Tex. ;  Diroxia   L.,  born   Dec.  5, 


1826,  married  Samuel  Tibbits,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Pleasant  Grove  Township,  died  Feb.  22,  1888;  Lil- 
las,  born  Dec.  24,  1828,  wife  of  David  Davis,  of 
Keokuk  County,  Iowa;  Jeroial  D.,  born  Jan.  14, 
1829,  now  residing  in  Texas;  John  H.,  born  Jul}' 
16,  1832,  whose  home  is  in  Keokuk  County,   Iowa. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  our  subject  left 
the  parental  roof  and  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Pleasant  Grove  Township,  Des  Moines  County.  lu 
the  spring  of  1843,  he  purchased  120  acies  of  par- 
tially improved  land  on  section  10,  immediately  be- 
gan the  work  of  development,  and  upon  that  farm 
twelve  years  were  p.assed.  Then  purchasing  a  farm 
on  section  11  of  the  same  township,  he  made  it  his 
home  for  the  succeeding  ten  years,  when  he  removed 
to  W.ashington  Townshii).  After  residing  upon  the 
last-purchased  farm  for  three  j^ears,  he  again  re- 
moved to  Pleasant  Giove  Township,  residing  for 
twenty  years  on  section  15,  and  then  moved  to  sec- 
tion 5,  which  still  continues  to  be  his  home.  After 
having  given  his  children  farms,  Mr.  Smith  is  yet 
the  owner  of  1,518  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  were 
gained  through  his  own  efforts.  His  father  being  a 
poor  man,  he  received  no  financial  aid,  but  began 
his  financial  career  bj'  working  for  twenty-five  cents 
a  day.  At  the  time  of  his  emigration  to  Iowa,  he 
had  but  $64  in  money,  and  two  ox  teams,  with  which 
he  commenced  lireaking  prairie.  The  perseverance 
and  energy  which  have  made  his  life  a  success,  may 
well  serve  as  an  example  to  future  generations. 

On  the  18lh  of  April,  1847,  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Smith  and  Jane  Westfall,  a  native  of  New  York, 
born  June  20,  1829,  was  celebrated.  This  worthy 
couple  are  the  p.irents  of  twelve  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living:  Francis  M.,  born  March  20,  1848, 
a  resident  of  Pleasant  Grove  Township;  Frederick 
N.,  born  Aug.  2-8,  1850,  whose  home  is  in  Washing- 
ton Township;  Isabella,  born  Aug  30,  1852,  is  the 
wife  of  David  L.  Davis,  of  Keokuk  County,  Iowa; 
Asbury  D.,  born  May  17,  1854,  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Ness  County,  Kan. ;  A.  J.,  born  June  1,  1856; 
Mary  J.,  born  INIarch  26,  1858,  is  the  wife  of  Ira 
Reedfern,  a  farmer  of  Pleasant  Grove  Township; 
R.  A.,  born  April  8,  1860,  whose  home  is  in  A\'a- 
pello  County,  Iowa;  A.  E.,  born  Feb.  18,  1862,  of 
Pleasant  Grove  Township;  John  H.,  born  Oct.  30, 
1864,  residing  in  Jefferson  County,  Iowa;  Minnie, 
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born  Nov.  12,  1865,  wedded  George  Overman,  of 
Des  Moines  Count}' ;  Squire,  horn  Nov.  18,  1867, 
now  of  Pleasant  Grove  Township;  Ir.a,  liorn  Feb. 
23,  1870,  is  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Smith  has  held  various  township  offices,  was 
Trustee  for  several  terms,  and  County  Supervisor 
for  one  term.  His  occupation  has  always  been  that 
of  a  farmer,  though  he  also  engages  in  I'aising  and 
shipping  stock.  In  the  support  of  charitable,  edu- 
cational and  religious  institutions,  he  is  ver}'  liberal, 
and  in  him  the  temperance  cause  finds  an  earnest 
advocate.  To  such  men  as  Mr.  Smith,  Des  Moines 
County  owes  her  present  prosperous  condition,  and 
as  a  pioneer,  citizen  and  friend  he  receives  the  high- 
est respect  and  esteem  from  all  with  wiiom  he  comes 
in  contact.  He  can  now  look  back  over  a  well-spent 
life,  and  also  takes  pleasure  in  his  children,  who  are 
honorable  men  and  women  in  their  several  com- 
munities. 

The  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  appear  upon 
the  preceding  page. 


•^(3 


<SI  ^ILLIAM  B.  KASTER,  a  large  stock-dealer 
\^/'  '■cs'*l'"S  o"  section  33,  Benton  Township, 
\^  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  horn  Sept.  19, 
1833,  ill  Shelby  County.  Ind..  and  is  a  son  of  James 
T.  and  Cynthia  (Johnson)  Kaster.  They  were  na- 
tives of  Jhio  but  settled  in  Indiana  about  the  year 
1820,  owning  a  good  farm  in  Shelbj-  Count}'.  In 
1839  the  farm  was  sold,  the  family  coming  to  Des 
Moines  County,  where  Mr.  Kaster  bought  a  claim 
of  320  acres  on  section  33,  Benton  Township,  where 
his  s6n  W.  B.  now  resides.  To  James  and  Cynthia 
Kaster  were  born  nine  children,  only  four  of  whom 
are  living — John  W.,  of  Olathe,  Kan.;  our  subject; 
Thompson,  a  dealer  in  agricultural  implements,  of 
Shenandoah,  Iowa;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Pen- 
ney, a  farmer  in  Flint  River  Township.  As  above 
stated,  James  Kaster  became  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines  County  in  1839,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
prominent  and  leading  men,  always  ready  and  will- 
ing to  aid  in  any  enterprise  for  the  public  good. 
Although  solicited  many  times  to  do  so,  he  would 
never  accept  any  public  office.  He  was  a  partner 
of  E.   D.   Rand  in   the    pork-packing  business   for 


several  years,  his  wise  judgment  and  good  advice 
making  him  very  desirable  as  a  partner.  He  was 
also  an  extensive  land  owner.  The  death  of  Mr. 
Kaster  occurred  Oct.  8,  1868,  his  wife  having  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  home  of  the  Redeemed.  The}' 
were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Mrs.  K.aster  being  an  indefatigable  worker 
in  the  same.     She  died  in  1857. 

The  boyhood  days  of  oursubject  were  spent  upon 
the  farm  and  in  attending  school.  He  did  not 
leave  the  paternal  roof  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  and  made  a 
home  of  his  own.  Miss  Lydia  U.  Penney  becoming 
his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  Oct.  16,  1835,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jo,hn  and 
Rebecca  (Weddle)  Penney,  both  n.atives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Seven  children  were  born  to  them.  Mr. 
Penney  departed  this  life  Dec.  14,  1886,  at  the  age 
of  eighty -six  years.  He  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Penney  still  sur- 
vives him. 

Seven  children  bless  the  union  and  bring  joy  and 
gladness  to  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kaster. 
John  P.,  born  Oct.  7,  1857,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ida  Miller,  of  this  county,  and  one  child 
was  born  to  them — Nellie  M.  He  is  a  young  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  a  graduate  of  the 
Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  and  is  Surgeon 
and  Assistant  Manager  of  the  .Santa  Fe  Railroad 
Employes'  Association,  with  headquarters  at  Albu- 
querque, N.  M.  His  jurisdiction  extends  over  the 
lines  of  the  western  division  of  the  Santa  Fe  in  New 
Mexico  and  Arizona  to  the  Needles,  having  charge 
of  the  Association's  hospital  at  Albuquerque.  Cyn- 
thia K.,  the  second  child,  born  Dec.  4.  1859,  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  B.  Walker,  a  farmer  in  Benton 
Township,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children — 
Cora  and  Chester;  James  T.,  born  April  4,  1862; 
W.  B..  Jr.,  March  26.  1865;  Rennick,  M.ay  4,  1868; 
and  Thomas  J.,  July  4,  1875. 

In  1861  Mr.  Kaster  moved  to  Fairfield,  Iowa, 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  continuing  in 
the  same  for  thirteen  years,  returning  to  the  old 
home  farm  in  1873,  having  iiurchased  it  during  his 
residence  in  Fairfield.  He  has  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved farms  in  the  township,  situated  on  sections 
33  and  34,  containing  380  acres.     Upon   this   farm 
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will  be  found  Devonshire  and  Short-horned  cattle 
and  all  buildings  necessary  for  tlie  care  of  bis  stock. 
Mr.  Raster  has  held  various  township  offices  with 
credit  to  himself  and  his  constituents.  Sociallj'  he 
is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  while  politically  he 
is  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  As  an  honorable  and 
public  spirited  man  none  stands  higher  than  does 
Mr.  Raster,  and  the  respect  due  him  is  tendered 
alilie  by  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor. 

— .^^ -~ 


ylLLIAM  HUSTED  i 
ful  farnit'r  residing 
Spring  Township,  ai 


<^       j^ILLIAM  HUSTED  is  a  leading  and  success- 

on  section  13,  Yellow 
and  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  Des  Moines  County,  having  become 
one  of  its  citizens  in  the  fall  of  1842.  He  was  born 
in  Cumberland  Countj-,  N.  J..  May  3.  1831,  and  is 
a  son  of  Peter  and  Plioebe  (Westcott)  Husted,  who 
were  also  natives  of  New  Jersey,  the  father  of  Irish 
descent  and  the  mother  of  English  ancestry.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  John  Husted,  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  that  State.  Peter  Husted  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  emigrated  to  Des  Moines 
Count}-  in  1842,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1870,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  The  mother  survived  him  until  the 
winter  of  187G,  her  death  occurring  at  the  age  of 
seventj'-seven.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Husted  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  having  been 
strong!}'  opposed  to  the  institution  of  slavery  before 
the  organization  of  that  party.  He  was  a  progress- 
ive man,  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  owned  a  splendid  farm  of  200 
acres.  This  worthy  couple  reared  a  family  of  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Hannah,  wife 
of  Samuel  Saint,  of  Rice  County,  Ran.;  our  subject; 
Horatio,  a  resident  of  Clarke  County,  Iowa ;  Henry, 
a  farmer  of  Colusa  County.  Cal. ;  Franklin,  now 
residing  in  Clarke  County.  Iowa;  and  Thomas,  a 
farmer  in  Madison  County,  Iowa. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed 
upon  tlie  home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
left  home,  making  on  overland  trip  to  California  in 
1850.       Tlie  journey   had   to   be  made  with  an  ox 

<■  ■  ■     ■ 


team  across  the  plains  and  lasted  four  months,  being 
begun  April  10,  he  arriving  at  his  destination  on 
the  7th  of  August.  After  engaging  in  mining  for 
one  year  in  California,  Mr.  Husted  returned  to  this 
county  via  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  New  York  City, 
and  engaged  in  various  occupations  until  Oct.  2, 
1856,  when  he  wedded  Nancy  Harper,  a  native  of 
Logan  County,  Ohio.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage he  and  his  young  wife  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  which  Mr.  Husted 
had  purchased  near  Northfleld,  in  Yellow  Spring- 
Township,  making  that  their  home  for  several  years. 
Later,  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  22  of  Yellow 
Spring  Township  was  purchased,  but  after  residing 
there  but  a  short  time  eighty  acres  were  purchased 
on  section  13  of  the  same  t(jwnship,  and  since  185G 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  made  tliat  their 
home.  The  farm,  however,  has  been  increased,  and 
now  comprises  370  acres  wh'ch.  with  the  exception 
of  ten,  are  all  under  cultivation.  A  handsome  farm 
residence  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2,000,  and  other 
good  improvements  have  been  made,  and  all  Mr. 
Husted's  possessions  have  been  gained  by  his  indus- 
try and  economy.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican ; 
and  religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Husted  are  tlie  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren: Oscar  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
William  Shepherd,  engaged  in  farming  in  Y'ellow 
Spring  Township;  Ida  May,  wife  of  William  Pat- 
terson, of  Mediapolis;  Mary  Frances  and  Cora 
Amanda  both  reside  with  their  parents;  an  infant 
died  unnamed.  The  entire  family  are  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  community  in  which  they  live. 


^  UDWIG  ROCH,  a  farmer  and  blacksmith 
I  (@)  residing  on  section  11,  Benton  Township, 
jJ^V^  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of 
Prussia,  Germany,  born  in  1841.  His  parents,  Lud- 
wig  and  Elizabeth  (Wulfanger)  Roch,  were  also 
natives  of  Prussia.  The  father  was  a  blacksmith, 
and  before  leaving  Germany  our  subject  learned 
that  trade.  On  the  9th  of  May,  1865,  bidding 
good-bye  to  friends,  home  and  native  land,  he  sailed 
from    Hambur",   crossed    the    broad    Atlantic   and 
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landed  in  Quebec,  Canada,  after  a  voyage  of  forty- 
two  days.  Immediately  taking  tiie  train  for  Des 
Moines  County,  he  reached  Burlington  on  the  3d 
day  of  July,  and  there  made  his  home  with  his  aunt, 
Mrs.  Wendt,  of  Benton  Township,  for  two  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  March  20,  1867,  his 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Benedict  Lara  was  celebrated. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Johanna  Burgus  and  she  is  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  Burgus.  The  young  couple 
began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  of  forty  acres 
on  section  11.  Benton  Township,  which  Mr.  Koch 
had  purchased,  and  wliich  continued  to  be  their 
home.  As  the  years  have  passed  he  has  been  able 
to  add  more  laud,  until  now  120  broad  acres  yield 
him  a  bountiful  harvest. 

One  daughter,  Minnie,  graces  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Koch.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  .as  Trus- 
tee of  Benton  Township.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  take  great  interest  in  the  work  of  the  organiza- 
tion. In  connection  with  general  f.arraing  Mr.  Koch 
carries  on  hlaeksmithing,  and  is  very  skillful  in  that 
business.  He  is  one  of  the  respected  farmers  of 
Benton  Township,  and  as  such  we  are  pleased  to 
present  his  sketch. 

Mr.  Koch  has  one  brother,  residing  in  this  coun- 
try, William,  a  cabinet-maker  of  Burlington,  and 
also  three  sisters  in  this  country,  namely :  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Fred  Busse,  a  resident  of  Burlington,  Iowa; 
Mar}',  who  wedded  H.  Bothe,  of  Wapello,  Iowa; 
Dorothea  E.,  wife  of  AVilliani  Schachel.  whose  home 
is  in  Burlington,  Iowa.  Mr.  Koch  has  also  one 
brother,  August,  and  two  sisters,  Caroline  and  Min- 
nie, living  in  Germany. 


•f 


^=^EORGE  PHILIP  KRIECIIBAUM,  a  pio- 
neer of  Burlington  of  1843,  was  born  in 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  Dec.  25,  1808, 
and  emigrated  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1832, 
spending  one  year  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  then  remov- 
ing to  St.  Clair  Coimt}',  III.,  making  the  journey  by 
team  and  canal.  In  that  county  he  wedded  Miss 
Catherine  Macker.  and  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
coopering  until  1843,  when  he  removed  to  Burling- 


ton, Iowa,  and  established  himself  in  the  grocery 
business.  His  parents  also  came  to  Burlington  and 
here  spent  the  closing  years  of  their  lives. 

Six  children  have  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  P.  Kriechbaum,  five  sons  and  one  daughter: 
George,  the  eldest,  married  Miss  Fredricka  Kost- 
field,  and  is  a  hardware  merchant  of  Burlington; 
John  Philip  resides  in  Nebraska;  Louis  wedded 
Mrs.  Tillie  Gnahn,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  Burlington;  Henry,  a  baker  and 
confectioner,  of  this  city,  became  the  husband  of  Ida 
Ziock;  a  son  and  a  daughter  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Kreichbaum  contined  in  the  grocery  trade  until  1858. 
His  death  occurred  Feb.  14.  1 8G3,  his  good  wife  sur- 
viving him  seventeen  years,  her  death  occurring 
Julj'  6,  1880.  Both  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Kreichbaum 
was  a  worthy  citizen,  and  for  twenty  years  was  well 
known  as  a  prominent  business  man.  He  was  chosen 
several  times  as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
and  received  the  highest  respect  of  all  who  knew 
him. 

'jlJOHN  SCHLAMPP,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Al- 
sace, Bavaria,  German}-,  Sept.  16,  1822,  and 
there  he  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  learn  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker,  serving  a 
term  of  two  and  one-half  years,  and  in  1845  he 
emigrated  to  America,  landing  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  secured  employment  in  a  piano  manufac- 
tory for  nine  years.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1855, 
he  was  united  in  niarri.age  with  Barbara  Bossuer, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1831,  and  on  the  1st 
day  of  May,  1855,  the  young  couple  reached  Bur- 
lington, where  Mr.  Schlampp  first  engaged  in  the 
carpenter's  trade,  later  securing  employment  in  a 
cabinet-shop. 

This  worthy  couple  are  the  parents  of  six  living 
children:  John;  Annie,  wife  of  Seigel  Cartwright; 
Matilda,  wife  of  Charles  Messmer;  Charles  and  Os- 
car, twins;  and  Frank,  all  of  whom  are  residents  of 
Burlington.  Mr.  Schlampp  and  his  wife  have  a  fine 
home  on  Madison  street,  where  they  are  comfort- 
ably situated,  and  he  was  the  first  to  establish  a  fani- 
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ily  by  that  name  in  tlio  comity,  anrl  perhaps  in  the 
State.  After  coining  to  tliis  country.  Mr.  Sehlainpp, 
as  did  man}'  of  his  people,  cast  iiis  hallot  with  the 
Republicans,  but  on  account  of  the  position  the 
party  has  taken  in  this  State  on  the  prohibition 
question,  he  does  no  longer  aftiliate  with  it,  but 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 


-^ -^-^ '■^ 

^  I^ILLIAM  J.  D.  MYERS,  coal,  wood  and  ice 
\/\j//  ™'^''^'li''^"t  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
W^  Beamsville,  Lincoln  Co.,  Ontario,  Canada, 
April  G,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Garrett  and  Celia 
Myers.  His  parents  were  natives  of  the  United 
.States,  his  father  being  born  July  26,  1807,  and  his 
mother  March  10,  1809,  both  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  were  reared.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  that  conntj'  May  20,  183o,  and  in  1836  re- 
moved to  Canada.  The  earl}'  life  of  our  subject 
was  spent  in  a  lumber  region,  and  during  his  bt)}'- 
hood  he  learned  the  trade  of  saw^'er.  When  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where 
he  spent  one  year,  and  then  emigrated  farther  West, 
passing  two  years  on  the  |)lains,  where  he  was  era- 
ployed  b}'  the  Government,  driving  team  and  freight- 
ing, after  which  he  w.as  farming  in  Illinois  for  a 
j-ear  and  a  half.  He  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  as  a 
private  of  Company  G,  108tli  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
served  three  j'ears.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to 
the  IGth  Army  Corps,  participated  in  the  siege  of 
Yicksburg,  and  was  with  Sherman  in  all  his  princi- 
pal battles,  including  his  March  to  the  Sea.  From 
LaGrange,  Tcnn.,  he  was  transferred  to  Company 
H,  1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  and  from  that  time 
until  the  close  of  the  war  was  in  charge  of  a  gun. 
Among  the  engagements  in  whicli  he  participated 
were  Chickasaw  Bayou,  Miss. ;  Arkansas  Post,  Ark. ; 
Port  Gibson,  Miss.;  Champion  Hills;  siege  and  cap- 
ture of  Yicksburg;  siege  of  Atlanta;  Goldsboro;  Sa- 
vannah, Ga. ;  Cohimbia,  >S.  C. ;  Mill  Creek.  N.  C,  and 
various  other  skirmishes.  About  three  months  be- 
fore his  discharge  he  returned  to  his  original  com- 
pan}'.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Vlcks- 
Inirg,  Aug.  5,  1865.  On  his  return  from  the  South 
he  located  at  Peoria,  III.,  entering  the  service  of  the 
Toledo,  Peoria  &  Warsaw  Railroad  Company,  was 


made  foreman  of  the  car  department,  and  continued 
in  their  employ  until  1876,  when  he  engaged  in  the 
ice  busii  ess  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  In  the  fall  of 
1887  he  added  coal  and  wood  to  his  line  of  busi- 
ness, in  which  trade  he  h.as  been  quite  successful. 
(See  sketch  of  business  under  its  department  in  this 
work.) 

At  Peoria,  111.,  Feb.  1,  1866,  Mr.  Myers  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  V.  L(.)ng,  a  native 
of  Peoria  and  a  daughter  of  Christian  Long.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Warren  C,  William  W.,  Celia 
and  Jennie.  The  three  elder  children  were  born  in 
Peoria  and  the  youngest  in  Burlington.  Mr.  Myers 
is  independent  in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  l.i,  A.  O.  LT.  W.,  of  Burlington.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Walnut  Street  Baptist  Church  of  this 
city,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  same  society. 


^^^  TEPHEN  RIGGS,  deceased,  one  of  the  very 
^^^^  earliest  pioneers  of  Des  Moines  County? 
lu/  J)  Iowa,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  when 
but  a  small  child  went  with  his  parents  to 
Kentucky,  where  his  early  life  was  spent  upon  a 
farm.  In  that  State  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Riggs,  a  distant  relative,  who  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Riggs  of 
Maryland.  In  1836,  they  left  that  State  and  em- 
igrated to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  settling  in 
Franklin  Township,  where  Mr.  Riggs  purchased 
land  and  developed  a  fine  farm.  Here  they  endured 
all  the  trials  of  pioneer  life,  for  at  the  time  of  their 
settlement  the  country  was  an  unbroken  wilderness, 
deer  and  wild  game  were  to  be  seen  on  the  prairies, 
bands  of  Indians  were  often  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  the  dreaded  howl  of  wolves  was  frequently 
heard  at  night.  Mr.  Riggs  was  prominent  among 
those  who  heljKMl  to  build  up  Des  Moines  County. 
He  was  one  of  the  surveyors  of  the  city  of  Burling- 
ton, and  his  energy  and  enterprise  aided  largely  in 
all  public  interests,,  and  in  the  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  the  county  he  was  prominent  among  the 
foremost  workers.  He  resided  upon  his  farm  in 
Franklin  Tovvnshij),  until  about  the  year  1848,  when 
he   removed   to  Sullivan   Count}',   Mo.,  where  his 
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death  occurred  about  1807.  His  wife  died  about 
one  }ear  later, and  both  were  members  of  tlie  Chris- 
tian Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riggs  reared  a  family  of  fourteen 
children,  all  of  whom  were  honorable  men  and 
women.  Only  two  novv  reside  in  this  county — 
Martha  Ann,  wife  of  George  Ibbotsou;  and  Lutitia, 
wife  of  A.  Dillon,  of  New  London,  Iowa.  In  early 
life,  Mr.  Riggs  was  a  member  of  the  Whig  party; 
he  alwa^'s  opposed  slavery,  and  at  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  part}-  joined  its  nnks.  He  was 
a  resolute  and  conservative  man,  and  highl}'  re- 
spected in  the  community  where  he  resided. 


— 3i^»«-r5»li?» 
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^g^  IIRIST    BONN,  proprietor  of  the  Prospect 
|(  House,  and  dealer  in  ice  in  Burlington,  Iowa. 

^^</  The  Prospect  House  was  first  opened  bj'  Mr. 
Bonn,  in  September,  1883,  with  only  sixteen  rooms, 
situated  at  215  South  Main  street,  but  he  soon  found 
it  necessary  to  enlarge  his  facilities  in  order  to  ac- 
commodate his  rapidly  increasing  business.  The 
adjoining  building,  No.  213,  was  leased  and  fitted 
up,  and  he  now  has  a  commodious  and  attractive 
hotel,  containing  fiftj'-one  well  furnished  rooms. 
A  well  arranged  and  tasty  billiard  hall  is  one  of  the 
attractions  of  the  house.  Mr.  Bonn  is  also  exten- 
sivel}'  engaged  in  the  ice  business,  having  succeeded 
his  father  who  established  the  business  in  1858, 
and  carried  it  on  until  1881,  when  his  son  assumed 
the  management,  and  now  does  a  retail  business, 
handling  about  6,000  tons  a  season. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Burlington,  June  13, 
1856,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Thul) 
Bonn,  who  were  both  natives  of  Germanj'.  The 
father  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt  in  1828.  He 
learned  the  butcher's  trade  in  his  native  country,  and, 
in  1848,  emigrated  to  America.  After  spending 
two  years  in  the  East,  he  came  to  Burlington,  work- 
ing at  his  trade  for  awhile,  and  then  engaged  in 
farming  in  Burlington  Township.  In  1858,  he 
started  in  the  ice  business  in  a  small  wa^*,  making 
his  home  in  this  city  all  this  time.  He  was  married 
in  1850  at  Burlington — Bliss  Mary  Thul,  daughter 
of  John  P.  Thul,  becoming  his  wife.  Four  children 
were  born  of  their  union,  three  sons  and  a  daughter 


— Peter,  the  eldest,  died  aged  thirty-one  years; 
Christ,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  August,  the  young- 
est son,  resides  at  Burlington;  and  Katie  is  the  wife 
of  Samuel  E.  Hunt,  of  Burlington.  Mr.  Bonn  has 
now  retired  from  active  business. 

Christ  Bonn,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the 
city  schools,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  went 
to  Texas,  remaining  there  for  three  years.  While 
there,  his  residence  was  at  Paris,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  confectionery  business  until  1877,  at 
which  time  he  returned  to  Burlington  and  engaged 
in  the  butchering  business.  In  1881,  he  succeeded 
his  father  in  the  ice  trade,  and  two  years  later, 
opened  the  Prospect  House,  as  previously  mentioned. 
On  the  Gth  of  April,  1879,  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Bonn  and  Miss  Mary  Jacoby  was 
celebrated.  Mrs.  Bonn  is  a  native  of  this  cit}'  and 
a  daughter  of  Johnson  Jacoby.  Two  children  bless 
this  union,  a  daughter  and  son — Katie,  aged  nine 
years,  and  Edward,  aged  five. 

Politically',  yiv.  Bonn  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  an 
active,  energetic  business  man,  a  popular  landlord, 
and  under  his  management,  the  Prospect  House, 
with  its  well  furnished,  neatly  kept  rooms,  and  a 
table  supplied  with  the  best  the  market  affords,  has 
won  popular  favor  as  one  of  the  best  $1.50  houses 
in  the  State.  Mr.  Bonn  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
3.  of  the  Order  of  Druids,  and  of  Lodge  No.  84, 
Order  of  Elks,  of  Burlington. 


VwJOSEPH  W.  BLYTHE,  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
General  Attorney  for  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad  Com|)any  in  this 
State,  since  A|)ril,  187G,  was  born  in  Mercer 
County,  N.  J.,  Jan.  16,  1850,  and  is  a  sou  of  Rev. 
Joseph  Williams  and  Ellen  (Green)  Bl3'the.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  his  mother  of 
New  Jersey.  Our  subject  entered  upon  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  James  S.  Aitken,  of  Trenton, 
N.  J.,  in  1869,  and  pursued  his  studies  with  that 
gentleman  until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  arriving  in  this  city  on  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, of  that  year.  The  following  year,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  soon  after  formed  the  ex- 
isting partnership  with  Thomas  Hedge.     In  April, 
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1  876,  Mr.  RIyllie  was  appointed  Attorney  for  the 
Cliicago,  Bnilington  &  Qiiincy  Railroad  Company 
in  Town,  and  lias  maintained  that  relation  oontin- 
nally  since.     He  is  a  Repulilican  in  politics. 

On  tiie  15th  of  October,  1877,  Mr.  Blythe  was 
nnited  in  marriageat  Burlington,  with  Miss  Margaret 
E.  Gear,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  H.  Gear,  of  this 
cit}',  ex-Governor  and  |)resent  member  of  Congress 
from  the  1st  District  of  Iowa.  Mrs.  Blythe  was 
born  in  this  city,  and  one  child  graces  their  union, 
a  son,  who  was  born  Aug.  22,  1878,  in  this  city. 

■l?  UDGE  HERMANN  C.  OHRT  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Burlington,  Iowa,  since  July,  1851. 
He  was  born  June  2d,  1826,  in  Eutin,  Grand 
Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  Germany.  He  pros- 
ecuted his  classical  studies  at  the  Gymnasium  of 
Eutin,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1847, 
then  entering  the  University  of  Marburg.  He  be- 
came entangled  in  the  revolutionary  movement  in 
Germany  in  1848,  was  in  active  service  in  the  war, 
and  suffered  the  privations  of  prison  life  at  Copen- 
hagen, Denmark,  where  he  was  confined  for  twenty- 
seven  weeks.  Mr.  Ohrt  then  concluded  that  in 
America  was  the  place  to  seek  his  fortune,  and  with 
that  intent  he  emigrated,  finding  his  way  to  Burl- 
ington in  1851.  For  some  time  after  liis  airival,  he 
w.as  editor  of  the  Volksblatt,  the  first  German  paper 
started  in  Burlington,  and  afterward  he  filled  the 
same  position  with  the  Freie  Presse. 

In  1857,  Judge  Ohrt  opened  a  real-estate  and 
general  agency  office,  and  was  doing  a  lucrative 
business  when  his  popularity  and  acknowledged 
ability  and  influence  made  him  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  County  Judge.  He  was  elected  to  that 
office  in  1861,  and  was  re-elected  in  1863.  In  1860 
he  again  embarked  in  real-estate  business,  and  two 
years  later  was  admitted  to  the  bar  to  practice  in 
all  courts  of  the  State.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Turner  Society  of  Burlington  and 
President  of  the  same  for  many  years.  Judge  Ohrt 
is  a  liberal-spirited  man,  and  has  always  worked 
for  the  best  interests  of  tlie  city  and  community  in 
which  he  resides. 

In  March,  1860,  Judge  Ohrt  was  joined  in  wed- 


lock with  ]\Iiss  M.  M.  Bornholdt,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1831.  By  this  union  there  is  one  son, 
J.  J.  Ohrt,  a  wood  and  coal  dealer  of  Burlington, 
who  married  p]mily  Thompson,  of  Toronto,  Canada. 
Throe  children  bless  their  union:  Herbert,  Jacob 
B.  and  Norman. 


^SAAC  REDFEARN,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  le- 
/J  siding  on  section  7,  Pleasant  Grove  Township, 
Is  a  pioneer  of  1840.  He  was  born  In  North  Caro- 
lina, Dec.  7,  1820,  and  his  parents,  Isaac  and  Nancy 
Redfearn,  were  also  natives  of  the  same  State,  but 
emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1823,  settling  In  Bond 
Count}',  where  the  father  purchased  land  and  re- 
sided until  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Redfearn  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  fourth.  Of  the  family  but  two  others  are 
now  living — John,  a  farmer  of  Henr}'  County,  Iowa, 
and  Jemima,  wife  of  James  Long  of  Bond  County, 
111. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  our  subject  ran  away  from 
his  home  and  came  to  Iowa,  settling  In  Burlington, 
where  he  remained  until  1846,  working  as  a  farm- 
hand or  at  any  odd  jobs  which  he  could  find  to  do. 
In  M.aj',  1846,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Compan}' 
E,  3d  Illinois  Infantry,  in  the  Mexican  War,  serving 
fourteen  months  and  participating  in  the  battles  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo.  He  was  elected  Second 
Lieutenant  of  the  company'  in  July,  1846,  and  served 
as  such  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  mus- 
tered out  at  New  Orleans  In  June,  1847.  The  same 
year  he  returned  to  Burlington  and  made  his  first 
purchase  of  land,  consisting  of  140  .acres  on  section 
7,  Pleasant  Grove  Township. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1849,  Mr.  Redfearn  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Almira  Lee,  a  native  of 
Macoupin  County,  III.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Lee. 
That  fall  the  gold-fever  broke  out,  and  the  follow- 
ing spring,  equipped  with  an  ox  team,  Mr.  Redfearn 
started  on  an  overland  trip  to  California,  reaching 
Sacramento  after  traveling  for  five  months  across  the 
plains.  After  engaging  in  raining  for  four  months 
he  returned  home  by  water,  again  engaging  In  farm- 
ing on  the  land  which  is  still  his  home.     From  time 
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to  time  he  ha,s  .adiled  to  his  original  farm  of  140 
.icres  until  now  GOO  acres  of  fine  land  pay  a  good 
tribute  to  his  care  and  labor. 

Five  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Red- 
fearn  :  Oliver,  now  a  farmer  of  Washington  Town- 
ship. Des  Moines  County;  Jennie,  wife  of  Jerome 
Steele,  residing  at  Beatrice,  Neb. ;  Ira.  a  resident 
farmer  of  Pleasant  Grove  Township;  John  L.,  also 
a  farmer  of  Ple.asant  Grove  Township;  ami  James, 
still  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Redfearn  is  a  self-made 
man  financially.  Commencing  life  a  poor  boy,  earn- 
ing his  first  money  by  rlay  labor,  he  has  steadily 
worked  his  w.ay  up  until  he  has  now  a  comfortable 
competence.  He  makes  a  speciality  of  raising  fine 
thoroughbred  horses,  and  has  many  fine  animals  on 
his  farm.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat.  Airs.  Red- 
fearn is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  the  opposite  page  is  a  view  of  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Redfearn,  with  a  portion  of  his  fine  stock 
shown  in  the  foreground. 


'^  OHN  BONE,  proprietor  of  the  basket  factory 
I  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Butler 
Cotnit3',  Ohio,  Jan.  4,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of 
David  and  Christiann  (Holmes)  Bone,  the 
father,  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Ohio,  the  mother 
of  New  Jersey.  When  our  subject  was  but  six  years 
of  age,  the  parents  removed  to  Putnam  County, 
Ind.,  and  after  a  residence  there  of  three  and  a  half 
years  went  to  Parke  County,  making  that  their 
home  for  a  year  and  a  half.  While  the  family  were 
were  residents  of  the  latter  county,  John  Bone  went 
to  Indianapolis,  where  he  was  emploj'ed  as  a  brake- 
man  on  the  railroad,  afterward  becoming  an  engi- 
neer. Giving  up  his  position  after  a  time,  he  went 
to  Terrc  Haute,  Ind.,  where,  for  two  years,  he 
engaged  in  a  spoke  and  hub  factor}-.  Going  to 
Mattoon,  III.,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  for  two  years 
he  was  employed  as  an  engineer  of  an  elevator,  and 
then  going  to  Lewistown,  III.,  he  worked  in  a  spoke 
factorj'  for  eighteen  months.  Again  changing  his 
place  of  residence  he  became  foreman  of  the  Bassett 
wagon  factory  at  Knoxville,  III,  continuing  in  that 
employment  until  the  company  failed.     After  that 
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failure,  he  became  a  resident  of  Iowa,  settling  in 
Burlington,  his  present  home,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  a  switchman  for  a  year  on  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad.  His  next  occupation  was 
basket-making,  at  which  he  worked  for  three  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  lime  ho  became  fore- 
man of  the  hub  department  of  the  Bufflngton 
Wheel  Company,  continuing  in  that  employment 
for  about  eight  years.  INIr.  Bone  then  embarked  in 
basket  manufacturing  for  hin)self,  purchasing  the 
factory  property,  and  is  now  fitting  up  his  establish- 
ment, so  that  by  employing  thirteen  hands  he  can 
make  1,000  baskets  per  day. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1857,  John  Bone  and 
Marj'  Jane  Wood  were  united  in  marriage.  She  is 
a  native  of  Marion  County,  Ind.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Vincent  and  Eliza  (Smith)  Wood,  the  fatlier,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  the  mother  of  New  Jersey.  Five 
children  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bone: 
Zerdda  B.,  deceased;  Hattle,  now  wife  of  Theodore 
Niehaus,  a  mechanic  of  Burlington;  Mollie  A.  E., 
died  in  infancy;  Frank  O.  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years;  and  Lillie  Kate,  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

During  the  late  Civil  War,  Mr.  Bone  enlisted  in 
the  8tli  Missouri  Cavalry,  serving  nine  months,  and 
then  became  a  member  of  Lyon's  Battery.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  and  numer- 
ous other  engagements  and  was  always  found  at  his 
post  of  duty.  In  Indiana,  while  a  young  man,  he 
was  elected  Su|)er visor.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, though  liberal  in  his  views;  sociallj',  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  has 
a  natural  genius  in  regard  to  machiner}',  and  is  a 
splendid  mechanic.  An  honorable  and  upright 
man,  he  has  the  respect,  not  onlj'  of  his  friends  but 
with  all  with  whom  he  has  business  dealings. 
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^^!5)E0RGE  R.  SCOTT,  deceased,  was  one  of 
ifj  1^^  Burlington's  honored  citizens,  who  was  born 
^^4  in  Newton  Falls,  Trumbull  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug. 
10,  1831,  and  was  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Adeline 
(Taylor)  Scott,  the  father  a  native  of  Delaware  and 
the  mother  of  Ohio.  When  nineteen  years  of  age, 
Andrew  Scott  made  a  trip  across  the  AUeghanj' 
Mountains  to  Ohio,  settling   near  Cleveland  at  an 
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early  day.  At  the  time  of  his  location,  he  could 
have  traded  his  horse  and  saddle  for  a  large  part 
of  that  now  populous  citj'.  He  w.as  a  pioneer 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Trumbull  Count}',  Ohio,  in  1875,  his  wife 
having  preceded  him  to  her  final  home,  her  death 
occurring  in  1870. 

Our  subject  was  the  only  child  of  this  worthy 
couple.  His  education  was  received  in  his  native 
count}',  where  lie  was  one  of  the  first  students  of 
what  is  now  Hiram  College,  in  Portage  County, 
Ohio.  At  the  time  of  his  attendance.  President 
Garfield  was  also  one  of  the  pu[)ils.  Leaving 
school  about  the  year  1853,  Mr.  Scott  entered  a  dry 
goods  house  in  Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  as  a  salesman, 
and  was  there  emplo^-ed  until  the  ■24th  of  March, 
1855,  when  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  en- 
gaged with  Shepley  &  Ware,  traveling  with  a 
Yankee-notion  wagon  through  Eastern  Iowa,  and 
making  the  trip  with  a  four-horse  team.  After  four 
years  in  this  line  of  business,  he,  in  1859,  secured 
employment  with  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of 
Haj'den  &  Ruby  until  December,  1860,  when  he 
started  out  on  the  road,  being  the  first  commercial 
salesman  from  Burlington.  In  this  line  of  work, 
which  he  followed  for  six  years,  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful, but  at  the  end  of  that  time,  in  corapanj' 
with  F.  A.  Smith,  he  established  the  .Smith,  Scott  <fe 
Co.  Mississippi  Tobacco  Works  at  Burlington,  and 
traveled  in  the  interest  of  the  company  till  1870 
when  he  quit  the  road  and  followed  the  business  in 
the  city  until  1873.  In  1869.  Mr.  Scott  met  with  a 
railroad  accident,  in  which  his  right  arm  was  so 
mangled  that  he  had  to  have  it  amputated.  In 
1873,  he  sold  out  his  business  in  Burlington  and  re- 
tired from  active  life. 

On  tiie  30th  of  January,  1859,  Mr.  Scott  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Emeline  M.  Filley,  who 
was  l)orn  in  Windham,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Harlow  and  Jane  L.  (King)  Filley. 
Her  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  died  in 
October,  1839.  The  mother  is  yet  living  in  Newton 
Falls  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight.  She 
united  with  the  Christian  Church  in  1827,  and  for 
sixtj'-one  years  has  been  one  of  its  active  members. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  were  born  two  children : 
Harry  A.,  born  March  24,  1860,  is  in  the  employ  of 


the  agricultural  house  of  G.  M.  Moore  &  Co.  of 
Peoria,  111.;  Walter  H.,  born  March  9,  1866,  is  a 
com|)ositor,  and  at  present  engaged  on  the  staff  of 
the  Journal,  in  Lincoln,  Neb. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  called  from  this 
busy  life  to  his  final  home  April  14,  1883.  He  was 
liberal,  generous  and  upright,  one  of  Nature's  noble- 
men, and  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Des  Moines 
Count}'.  He  was  a  sincere  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  to  which  organization  his 
wife  also  belongs,  and  in  which  she  is  an  active 
worker. 
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^^EORGE  W.  SCHOLES,  Treasurer  of  West 
[I|  ^— -  Burlington,  and  gang  foreman  of  the  machine 
^^^j!  department  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  shops,  was  born  Oct.  17.  1848,  in  Liverpool, 
England,  and  is  a  son  of  George  C.  and  Elizabeth 
(Handler)  Scholes,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
England.  The  father  was  Chief  Engineer  in  the 
English  Navy  for  thirty  years,  but  for  the  past  five 
years  has  been  placed  on  the  retired  list  of  pensioned 
Engineers. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
in  London,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  went  to  Leeds, 
England,  where  he  began  learning  the  trade  of  a 
machinist,  and  after  remaining  there  for  six  years 
once  more  went  to  London.  He  made  that  his 
home  for  but  six  months,  and  then,  in  1868,  left  his 
native  land  and  sailed  for  America.  After  landing 
in  New  York,  he  came  directly  to  Burlington, 
where  he  was  employed  with  a  Mr.  Andrews  for 
three  months,  and  then  seciu'ed  work  in  the  railroad 
shops  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  <fe  Quincy  as  a 
journeyman.  Mr.  Scholes  continued  in  that  employ 
for  seven  years,  but  in  1875  made  a  visit  to  his  old 
home.  He  remained  in  his  native  land  for  seven 
and  a  half  years,  during  which  time  be  worked  fo 
the  English  government  in  the  Portsmouth  stock 
yards,  and  returned  to  America  in  1882.  He  again 
secured  employment  with  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
<fe  Quincy  Railroad. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1871,  he  wedded  Miss 
Annie  Butler,  who  was  born  in  Burlington  in  1856, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Catherine  (O'Brien) 
Butler,  the  father  a  native  of  Ireland,  the  mother  of 


f 


u 


DEs  moinp:s  county. 


449 


Lonrlon,  England,  though  of  Irisli  ancestry.  They 
eame  to  America  in  1848,  locating  first  in  Chicago, 
anfl  in  18.i3  reniovefl  to  Gaiesburg,  111.,  and  later 
to  Burlington.  Mr.  Butler  was  killed  by  the  cars, 
near  West  Burlington,  about  the  year  18C8;  his 
wife  is  still  living  and  is  a  resident  of  this  city. 
Three  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Scholes:  George  C,  Flora  .and  William  H.  Mrs. 
Seholes  is  a  ineinber  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  West  Burlington  and  also  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T. 
Politically,  Mr.  Scholes  is  a  Republican ;  and  so- 
cially, lie  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  AV.  In  the 
spring  of  1888.  he  was  elected  on  the  People's 
ticket  as  City  Treasurer. 

/^  APT.  W.  W.  KINNEAR.  It  may  be  truly 
(j(^^  stiid  of  the  United  States  that  no  country  is 
^^^  more  productive  of  so  large  a  number  of 
men  whose  native  abiiit}' and  untiring  zeal  have 
achieved  for  them  positions  of  tiie  higiiest  distinc- 
tion. The  best  men  of  our  Great  West  are  of  this 
character.  Iowa  possesses  no  sm.all  share  of  this 
invaluable  class,  and  with  such  rank  Capt.  W.  W. 
Kinnear.  He  was  born  in  Franklin,  Venango  Co.. 
Penn.,  July  2.  183G,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and 
Nancy  M.  (De Woody)  Kinnear,  the  father  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and 
his  mother  a  native  of  Venango  Co.,  Penn.,  but  of 
French  descent.  In  1836,  David  Kinnear  entered 
the  State  of  Iowa,  purchasing  land  seventeen  miles 
west  of  Dubuque.  He  removed  his  family  in  1845 
to  the  new  home  which  he  had  in  the  meantime  pre- 
pared for  them.  There  he  lived  for  some  years, 
though  afterward  selling,  and  purchasing  a  home  in 
Delaware  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinnear  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children  :  Sylvester,  who 
was  among  those  of  "forty -nine"  to  visit  Califor- 
nia, is  a  resident  of  Brownsville,  Cal. ;  Robert,  also 
among  the  first  to  seek  a  fortune  in  California,  is 
supposed  to  have  been  murdered  for  his  money 
while  crossing  the  Isthmus  on  his  return  ;  James,  a 
soldier  in  the  late  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  an  Iowa 
regiment,  died  from  the  effect  of  wounds;  Heniy, 
a  farmer  near  Albert  Lea,  Minn.;  Mary  J.,  wife  of 
Charles  Gaghan,  residing  near  Albert  Lea;  Libl)ie, 


widow  of  William  Elmer,  residing  at  Albert  Lea; 
Susan,  wife  of  Eugene  Davis,  of  Yankton,  Dak.; 
and  Emma,  wife  of  E.  D.  Jones,  also  of  Yankton. 
In  later  years,  Mr.  Kinnear  removed  to  Freeborn 
County,  Minn.,  where  he  died  in  1875,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  until  1884. 

Capt.  Kinnear,  our  subject,  was  re.ared  and  edu- 
cated in  Dubuque  County,  but  when  sixteen  years 
old  began  work  for  himself,  working  on  a  farm,  and 
accumulating  enough  to  buj'  some  calves,  wliich  he 
placed  upon  his  father's  farm,  afterward  selling 
them  for  ^COO,  which  seemeil  to  him  an  immense 
sum  of  money.  He  was  afterward  interested  in  a 
mail  route  between  Gnrnavillo  and  Dubuque,  but 
this  did  not  pay,  so  he  invested  his  money  in  a 
steamboat,  losing  it  all.  Still  lie  remained  ujion  the 
river,  working  his  waj'  up  until  he  became  Captain 
of  some  of  the  best  boats  between  St.  Paul  and  St. 
Louis.  In  1856,  Capt.  Kinnear  was  made  Suiierin- 
tendent  of  the  White  Collar  Line,  and  afterward  of 
the  Keokuk  <fe  Northern  Line,  with  headquarters  at 
St.  Louis.  He  came  to  Burlington  in  187'.l,  lieeom- 
ing  a  dealer  in  coal,  wood,  etc.,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  is  interested  in  the  steamboat  business. 
Capt.  Linnear  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  also  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  1857,  Capt  Kinnear  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah,  a  daughter  of  John  McLaury,  of 
McGregor,  Iowa.  She  was  born  in  New  York  in 
1 839.     By  this  union  there  is  one  daughter,  Mary  A. 

'■i~^^=^^4'  I- 


VJj-^  OBERT  W.  LEE,  deceased,  was  a  pioneer  of 
llji*^  both  Louisa  and  Des  Moines  Counties,  luud- 
^^\  ing  first  in  Burlington,  April  11,  1836,  and 
^^going  to  Louisa  County,  whence  he  removed 
to  Des  Moines  County  in  1840.  He  was  a  native 
of  Warren  County,  Ohio,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  T.  Branham,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Leew^as  reared  upon  a  farm 
and  his  whole  life  was  spent  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
In  1836  he  settled  on  Honej'  Creek,  Louisa  County, 
being  the  first  settler  in  that  vicinity,  and  his  first 
location  in  Des  Moines  County  near  Northfleld, 
where  he  had  purchased  some  raw  land  from  which 
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he  developed  a  fine  farm,  and  lived  there  until  his 
death.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lee:  Lavina  Ann.  now  the  wife  of  Alexander  Wat- 
son, of  Yellow  Spring  Townshii);  Lucinda,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  j'ears;  John  T.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Yellow  Spring  Township  near 
Mediapolis  (see  his  sketch  elsewhere) ;  M.  H.,  also 
engaged  in  farming  in  that  township;  Martha  E.. 
wife  of  William  Thompson,  an  auctioneer  and 
farmer  residing  near  Mediapolis;  Talitha,  wife  of 
O.  S.  Green,  farmer  of  Yellow  Spring  Township; 
and  Harvey,  deceased. 

The  death  of  Robert  W.  Lee  occurred  in  1874. 
He  was  for  many  j'ears  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  as  was  also  his  estimable  wife.  A  strong 
anti-slavery  man  before  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  partj',  he  in  185G,  when  it  was  formed, 
joined  its  ranks  and  fought  under  its  banner  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife  survived  him 
eleven  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1885.  The 
memory  of  this  couple,  who  for  many  long  j-ears 
were  honored  residents  of  Des  Moines  County,  is 
fondly  cherished  by  the  sons  and  daughters,  who 
do  honor  to  their  name. 


R.  JOHN  FLOURNOY  HENRY  was  born 
at  Henrj''s  Mills,  Scott  Count}',  K}'.,  Jan. 
17,  1793.  He  was  of  Huguenot  ancestry, 
the  fourth  son  of  William  Henry,  and  his 
father  was  Rev.  Robert  Henry,  pastor  of  the  Cub 
Creek  Church,  of  Charlotte  County,  Va.  William 
Henrj'  was  one  of  the  brave  Revolutionary  soldiers, 
and  fought  under  Gen.  Greene  at  the  battle  of  Guil- 
ford Court  House  in  March,  1781,  where  the  vic- 
torious career  of  Lord  Cornwallis  was  arrested,  and 
a  retrograde  movement  of  the  British  troops  com- 
menced, resulting  in  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at 
Yorktown.  In  the  autumn  of  1781  William  Henry 
moved  to  Lincoln  County,  Kj'.,  and  on  the  12th  of 
October  of  that  year,  wedded  Elizabeth  Julia,  sec- 
ond daughter  of  Matthews  Flourno}',  who  had 
been  killed  by  the  Indians  at  Cumberland  Gap. 
Mr.  Flournoy  was  of  Huguenot  ancestry  on  both 
sides. 

After  completing  his  early  education  our  subject 
entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  and  f(.pr  a  time 


during  the  War  of  1812  he  served  as  Surgeon's 
Mate.  In  October,  1813,  he  was  at  the  battle  of 
Thames,  where  his  father,  as  a  Major-General  under 
Gen.  Harrison,  commanded  a  wing  of  the  United 
States  forces.  Dr.  Henry  availed  himself  of  the 
Act  of  Congress  giving  a  pension  to  the  surviving 
soldiers  of  that  war,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
his  name  was  on  the  pension  rolls  of  the  country, 
where  he  had  it  placed  as  a  matter  of  pride  rather 
than  for  the  small  pecuniary  consideration. 

Dr.  Henry  graduated  at  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  in  New  York  City,  in  1818,  and  re- 
turned to  Mason  County,  Ky.,  where  he  practiced 
medicine  in  company  with  Dr.  Duke  for  about  three 
years,  soon  afterward  going  to  Missouri,  where  he 
spent  some  time,  but  later  returned  to  Kentucky'. 
In  1826  he  was  chosen  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  Congress 
made  b}'  the  death  of  his  brother,  and  some  time 
after  was  engaged  as  a  professor  in  the  Ohio  Medi- 
cal College  at  Cincinnati  with  the  late  Dr.  Daniel 
Drake,  between  whom  and  himself  there  existed  a 
warm  personal  friendship.  In  1834  Dr.  Henry  took 
up  his  residence  in  Bloomington,  McLean  Co.,  111., 
where  he  continued  the  practice  of  medicine  for 
eleven  years.  In  1843  he  purchased  property  in 
Burlington,  and  two  years  later  moved  with  his 
family  to  this  city,  and  having  in  earlier  years  se- 
cured a  competence,  he  soon  afterward  retired  from 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  His  death 
occurred  in  this  city  Nov.  12,  1873. 

Dr.  Henry  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Basil  Duke,  of  Mason  County, 
Ky.,  who,  with  an  infant  child,  died  a  j'ear  or  two 
after  their  marriage.  His  second  wife,  who  sur- 
vived him  three  years,  and  died  in  1876,  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Ridgel}',  of  Lexington,  Ky.  The 
surviving  children  of  the  second  marriage  are,  John 
F.,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Belle  Robert- 
son, of  Burlington,  Iowa.  The  youngest  daughter, 
Flora,  died  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1862. 

Dr.  Henry  was,  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 
an  honored  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  was  one  of  Nature's  noblemen.  Tall,  straight 
as  an  arrow,  with  a  splendid  presence,  a  physical 
vigor  which  is  rare  in  these  later  days  of  fast  hab- 
its and  rapid  living,  he  enjoj'ed  a  robust  health, 
w^iich   gave  w.ay  at  last  from  sheer  old  age.     Up- 
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right,  honorable,  temperate,  sagacious  and  a  thor- 
ough gentleman,  his  course  can  be  emulated  with 
profit.  He  was  a  fine  specimen  of  a  Kentaci<y  gen- 
tleman of  the  old  school,  of  elegant  and  dignified 
manners,  kindly  sentiments  and  genial   disposition. 
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lEV.  J.  JESPERSON,  Pastor  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Church  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was 
born  Oct.  14,  1858,  at  Dahlura,  West  Goth- 
'^'^)land.  Sweden,  and  is  a  son  of  Jasper  aud 
Lisa  Carlson.  He  is  the  youngest  of  six  children; 
the  others  are :  Johanna,  Carl,  Christina,  Charlotta 
and  Maria,  all  living.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Jesper- 
son  died  in  Sweden  in  1870.  The  father  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Rockford,  III.  His  youtli  was  spent  in  his 
native  land,  but  in  1873  he  came  with  the  family 
to  America,  they  locating  in  Rockford,  111.,  where 
Mr.  Jesperson  attended  the  city  schools  until  1877, 
also  taking  a  course  in  the  Swedish  school.  During 
that  year  he  went  to  Rock  Island  to  attend  the  Au- 
gustane  College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
1883,  and  his  next  course  was  in  the  Seminary,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1885,  and  was  ordained  on 
the  28th  of  June  at  Rockford,  III.,  and  at  once  be- 
came Pastor  of  his  present  Church,  in  which  capac- 
ity he  has  remained  ever  since.  Mr.  Jesperson  w.as 
married,  on  the  loth  of  May,  I  888,  to  Miss  Mathilda 
Sofia  Anderson,  daughter  of  Lars  and  Kajsa  Ander- 
son, of  Burlington.  She  is  one  of  five  children. 
The  others  are:  AVillie,  Selma,  Alweda  and  Emily, 
all  living.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Jesperson  died  in 
1870;  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Burlington. 
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EDWARD  J.  JACKSON,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  14,  Franklin  Towrl- 
?  ship,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  31,  1824,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Jerusha  (Inraan)  Jackson,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  Luzerne  Count}',  and 
there  their  children  were  born.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  and  the  widow  of 
Alexander  Ray,  makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 


Her  husband  was  a  dealer  in  raining  stocks,  and, 
while  on  a  trip  to  France  to  see  about  his  mining 
interests,  was  taken  sick  and  died,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren— Louis,  a  harness-maker,  and  Eugenia,  the 
wife  of  Robert  Buckingham,  of  Los  Angeles,  C'al. 
George  A.,  the  eldest  son,  is  a  farmer  in  Franklin 
Township ;  Martha,  a  resident  of  Dodgeville,  Iowa, 
is  the  widow  of  Joshua  Downer;  William,  a  farmer 
of  Franklin  Township;  Margaret,  wife  of  Jesse 
Wassom,  also  a  farmer  in  that  township;  James, 
also  engaged  in  farming  in  the  same  township; 
Lavina,  wife  of  C.  B.  Kline,  a  merchant  and  farmer 
residing  in  Dodgville,  Iowa;  Jerusha,  who  died  in 
1862;  Susan,  who  became  the  wife  of  AVilliam 
Thompson,  died,  leaving  one  child,  William  Samuel. 
The  Jackson  family'  settled  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa., 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  though  the}'  had 
previously  been  residents  of  Connecticut.  The 
Inman  family  came  from  Rhode  Island,  and  four  of 
the  brothers  of  Mrs.  Jackson  were  killed  in  the 
massacre  at  Wj'oming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  re- 
mained in  their  native  county  until  1842,  when 
the}'  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  where 
Mr.  Jackson  had  two  years  prior  pui'chased  land. 
They  made  the  trip  by  team  to  Pittsburgh,  and 
from  there  by  boat  to  Burlington,  reaching  their 
destination  in  June,  1842.  At  this  time  the  coun- 
try was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  the 
family  lived  in  true  pioneer  style.  On  section  14, 
where  Edward  now  resides,  440  acres  of  partly- 
improved  land  had  been  purchased,  and  upon  it 
stands  the  primitive  log  cabin  which  was  erected  in 
the  fall  of  1843.  Mr.  Jackson  was  permitted  to 
enjoy  his  new  home  but  a  short  time,  his  death 
occurring  in  1845,  at  the  age  of  fiftj'-three  years. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  1862,  aged  sixty-two 
years.  She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Jackson  of  the 
Presbyterian. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject  at  once 
took  charge  of  the  home  farm,  and,  with  the  aid  of 
his  brothers,  who  are  all  comfortably  situated,  each 
owning  farms  for  themselves,  soon  had  the  land  in 
a  flue  state  of  cultivation.  In  1858  the  marriage  of 
Edward  Jackson  and  Miss  Abigail  Chase,  a  native 
of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  was  celebrated.  To- 
gether they  enjoyed  nearly  thirty  jears  of  wedded 
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life,  but  in  1875  Mrs.  J.aclison  was  called  to  her 
final  home.  She  was  a  sincere  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  Mr.  Jaclvson  is  now  the  owner  of  sixty 
acres  of  tillable  land,  and  also  of  a  tract  of  timber 
land.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Jaclvson  Demo- 
crat, and  has  held  various  township  offices,  at  one 
time  being  elected  County  Supervisor. 


-3-*i 


'ifUDGE  MICHAEL  FLEMMING,  one  of 
Burlington's  early  and  respected  citizens, 
was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  Sept.  17, 
1823,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
Flemming.  They  were  natives  of  the  same  county 
and  the  parents  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  six  of  wliom  are  living — Mar^',  wife  of 
Daniel  Foley,  of  Columbus,  Ga. ;  Ellen,  wife  of 
John  O'Brien,  who  is  deceased,  is  a  resident  of  Ire- 
land; Michael,  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  residing  in 
New  Orleans;  John,  who  lives  in  St.  Louis;  Bridget. 
a  widow,  also  residing  in  New  Orleans.  John  Flem- 
ming, the  father  of  these  children,  died  in  1832. 

Michael  Flemming,  of  whom  we  write,  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  countrj-,  there  receiving  a 
common-school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  went  to  New  Brunswick,  arriving  Jan.  1, 
1840,  where  he  spent  two  j^ears,  then  went  to  Bos- 
ton. He  lauded  in  the  city  of  Boston  in  1842, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  journeyman  in  a  cooper 
shop,  and  while  in  that  city  attended  the  celebra- 
tion of  Bunker  Hill  Monument.  On  the  4th  of 
October.  1843,  he  left  Boston  for  New  Orleans  in 
search  of  his  brotlier,  who  was  working  on  the  Big 
Bl.ack  Bridge  on  the  L.  &.  C.  R.  R.,  arriving  on  the 
2yth  of  the  same  month.  Early  in  the  following 
June  he  took  steamer  for  Vicksburg,  where  his 
brother  was  employed.  From  Vicksburg  he  went 
to  Madison,  Ind.,  remaining  one  summer;  from 
there  to  Donaldsonville,  La.  (seventy-five  miles 
above  New  Orleans),  remaining  in  the  latter  place 
also  a  year,  and  then  going  to  Nevv  Orleans,  in 
which  city  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  the  chol- 
era. ,  In  May,  1849,  he  came  to  Burlington,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home. 

In   1850   the   Judge  returned   to    New    Orleans, 

4* 


where  he  wedded  Margaret  Mahar,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  after  tlie  young  couple  arrived  at  tlieir 
home  he  embarked  in  the  cooper  business,  which  he 
followed  for  many  years.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  them,  four  sons  and  five  daughters — John  J., 
Cashier  of  the  State  National  Bank  of  Burlington; 
Daniel  married  and  lives  in  New  Orleans,  La.; 
Mary  C,  who  is  emploj-ed  in  the  Burlington  post- 
office;  Elizabeth,  who  is  Mother  Superior  of  a  con- 
vent at  Kansas  Citj',  Mo.;  Johanna,  a  Sister  of 
Charity  in  Chicago;  Agnes,  also  a  Sister  of  Charity 
in  Kansas  City;  Edmund  K.,  clerk  in  the  Auditor's 
office  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincj'  Rail- 
road, with  lieadquarters  at  Chicago;  William,  clerk 
in  the  National  State  Bank  of  Burlington;  Mar- 
garet married  William  McDonald,  ami  lives  in  Con- 
cordia. Kan. 

Judge  Flemming  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
is  a  man  well  posted  in  the  affairs  of  the  county 
and  State.  He  has  been  honored  witli  the  follow- 
ing official  positions:  Justice  of  the  Peace,  being 
in  that  office  for  five  ye.ars,  and  Judge  of  the  Po 
lice  Court,  being  elected  in  1886,  and  re-elected  in 
1888.  Judge  Flemming  has  alwaj's  been  a  warm 
friend  to  education,  giving  his  children  the  best 
advantages,  and  the  family'  holds  a  liigh  position  in 
the  city. 


OHN  MOARD,  proprietor  of  the  Moard 
i  Granite  and  Marble  Works,  situated  at  303 
Division  street,  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born 
in  Sweden,  March  14,  1854,  and  that  same 
j'ear  the  parents,  Andrew  and  Martha  (Carlson) 
Moard,  emigrated  to  America,  landing  in  Boston 
and  locating  at  Moline.  There  were  four  children 
in  the  familj-.  During  his  early  life  our  subject 
attended  the  common  schools  and  was  engaged  in 
farming  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
the  family  removed  to  Webster  County,  Iowa,  the 
father  there  purchasing  land,  and  upon  this  farm 
the  parents  yet  reside.  John  Moard  went  to  Mar- 
shalltown,  Iowa,  and  there  learned  his  chosen  trade, 
that  of  a  marble-cutter,  serving  a  terra  of  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years  with  McNeall}'  &  Co.,  of 
that  citj-,  and  under  tiieir  teaching  became  a  firsl- 
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class  workman.  Coming  to  Burlington  in  1876  Mr. 
Moard  was  engaged  in  working  at  his  trade,  and 
Nov.  13,  1878,  in  company  with  P.  Stickle,  formed 
the  well  known  establishment  of  Stickle  &  Moard, 
continuing  under  that  firm  name  until  the  f.all  of 
1881,  when  he  and  his  brother  purcii.ased  the  inter- 
est of  Mr.  Stickle.  In  1 88G  John  Moard  became 
sole  proprietor,  and  being  a  first-class  marble-cutter 
and  designer,  feels  that  he  can  give  satisfaction  to 
all.  Manj-  of  the  finest  monuments  in  this  part  of 
4lie  county  serve  as  testimonials  to  his  skill.  He 
has  won  the  confidence  of  the  best  class  of  citizens, 
not  only  of  Iowa,  but  of  Illinois  and  other  States, 
by  his  fair  and  honest  dealings. 

Mr.  Moard  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Gertrude  M.  Shield,  who  was  l>orn  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  Feb.  2(5,  1860,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Mary  (Newberger)  Shield,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Virginia.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moard  were 
born  two  children — Milton  S.  and  Madeline  M.  Mr. 
Moard  is  a  member  of  Excelsior  Lodge,  No.  268, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Burlington. 


,OGERT  W.  ROBINSON,  Conductor  on  the 
Iowa  Division  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
<fe  Quincj'  Railroad  since  1880,  is  a  native 
Jj^of  Des  Moines  Counl3-,  born  near  Middle- 
town,  Iowa,  May  1.5,  1858.  His  parents,  Robertand 
Frances  (Brown)  Robinson,  were  pioneers  of  this 
county  of  1840.  The  former  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Pa.,  and  wiien  two  years  of  age,  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Ross  County.  Ohio,  and 
in  early  manhood  went  to  Missouri,  where  he 
married  Miss  Frances  Brown,  daughter  of  Judge 
Brown,  of  Kentucky,  emigrating  to  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  in  1840,  as  before  stated.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  for  several  years  between  1850 
and  1861,  when  he  removed  to  Burlington,  where 
his  death  occurred  Maj'  31,  1877.  His  wife  and 
seven  children,  survive  him.  There  are  three  sons 
and  four  daughters :  HoUie,  wife  of  Ira  B.  Day,  of 
Van  Buren  County,  Iowa;  Henry  R.  married  Miss 
Alice  Bergess,  of  Golden,  Col.,  and  is  engaged  in 
miniu"' in  Colorado;  Moses  W.  is  now   Ro.admaster 


of  the  Keokuk,  Burlington  &  Quincy  branches  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  with 
headquarters  at  Burlington,  and  married  Miss  Lil- 
lian M.  Garrison,  of  Burlington;  Clara  B.  is  the 
wife  of  Clarence  A.  Rouse,  of  Oreston,  Iowa;  Robert 
W.,  conductor  of  the  Ciiicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad,  is  a  resident  of  Burlington;  Fannie  Brown, 
wife  of  Charles  Skinner,  resides  in  Burlington ; 
Georgia  resides  with  her  mother  in  this  city. 

Robert  W.  Roliinson,  our  subject,  was  reared  on 
a  farm  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  then  came  to 
this  city  with  his  parents,  where  he  received  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  in  1878  entered  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
as  br.akesman.  Two  years  later  he  was  promoted  to 
conductor,  which  position  he  has  filled  for  the  past 
eight  years,  and  during  the  engineer's  strike  of  1888, 
he  served  as  Assistant  Trainmaster.  Politically, 
Mr.  Robinson  is  a  Democrat. 


JOHN  THOMPSON  GERRY,  Superintendent 
and  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent 
of  Ihe  Burlington  &  Northwestern  .and  the 
Burlington  &  Western  Railroad  Companies, 
was  born  at  Hillsltoro,  N.  H.,  Oct.  23,  1843,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Lucy  Ann  (Sturtevant)  Gerry. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  the  same  town,  born  Oct. 
2,  1808,  and  was  descended  from  an  old  New  Eng- 
land family  of  Puritan  origin  and  English  descent, 
while  his  mother,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  was 
of  Scotch  ancestry.  Our  subject  was  educated  at 
the  Chandler  Scientific  School  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, graduating  in  the  class  of  1805,  and  after 
completing  the  course,  was  employed  b3'  the  Burl- 
ington <fe  Missouri  River  Railroad,  in  the  Land  En- 
gineering Department,  for  about  two  years,  with 
headquarters  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  From  .June, 
1867,  until  October,  1868,  Mr.  Gerry  was  employed 
as  Locating  and  Division  Engineer  of  the  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Burlington  Railroad  ;  from  the  latter  dale 
until  June,  1870,  was  a  Resident  Engineer  in  charge 
of  construction  for  the  Burlington  &  Southwestern 
Company,  making  his  home  at  Riilo,  Neb.;  was 
employed  on  the  Oregon  <fe  California  Railroad  as 
principal  draughtsman  and  principal  office  assistant 
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at  Portland,  Ore.,  from  July,  1 870,  to  October,  1872; 
was  engaged  from  May,  1876,  to  November,  1883, 
with  the  Burlington  &  Northwestern  Company,  the 
last  four  years  acting  as  Chief  Engineer  and  Super- 
intendent; then  was  employed  as  Superintendent  of 
the  Texas  &  St.  Louis  Railroad,  in  Texas,  until  May, 
1884;  had  cliai-ge  of  the  construction  of  a  line  from 
Oregon,  111.,  to  Savanna  that  State,  continuing  from 
August,  1885,  to  February,  1887,  since  which  time 
he  has  held  his  present  position. 

On  the  21st  day  of  March,  1867,  Mr.  Gerry  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alma  K.  Colby, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Colby  of  Hillsboro,  N.  H. 
Their  onlj'  child,  Julia  L.,  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Lichtenberger,  a  resident  of  Savanna,  111.,  and  was 
born  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  on  Dec.  15,  1868.  Mr. 
Gerr^'  has  made  his  home  at  Burlington  most  of  the 
time  since  1865. 


<fj(  AMES  M.  FORNEY,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  Burlington, 
was  born  in  Cumberland  Count3',  Pa.,  Feb. 
21,  1 822.  His  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Mar- 
tin) Forney,  were  natives  of  Lebanon  County,  Pa., 
the  former  born  in  1788,  the  latter  in  1793.  They 
were  married  in  Lebanon  County,  but  soon  after 
settled  in  Cumberland  County,  where  five  children 
were  born,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  James  N. 
being  the  only  surviving  one.  John  and  Mary 
Forney  were  people  highly  respected  for  their  many 
good  qualities,  and  were  members  of  the  Presb}'- 
terian  Church.  Mr.  Forney  died  in  Cumberland 
County,  in  1823.  Soon  after  his  death  his  wife  re- 
turned to  Lebanon  County,  where  she  died  in  1872. 
James  N.  Forney  is  the  youngest  child  of  the 
family.  He  was  educated  at  the  common  schools 
of  Lebanon  County,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
was  apprenticed  to  the  cabinet-making  trade,  serving 
three  j'ears,  receiving  his  board,  and  $35  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time.  In  1844  he  married  Sarah 
Mellinger,  of  Lebanon  County,  and  two  years  later 
moved  to  Dauphin  County,  where  he  embarked  in 
the  cabinet-making  business.  Leaving  Pennsyl- 
vania to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  far  West,  he  settled 
in  Burlington,  Iowa,  May  1,  1850,  where   he  oper- 


ated  a  sawmill.  In  1857,  Mr.  Forney,  in  company 
with  Samuel  Mellinger,  engaged  in  the  tin-ware  and 
stove  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mellinger  & 
Co.,  continuing  the  same  until  1866,  when  he  re- 
tired from  the  firm.  In  1875  he  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Bufflngton  &  Forney,  proprietor  of 
the  wheel  business,  and  out  of  this  has  grown  one 
of  the  leading  establishments  of  Burlington.  In 
1882  it  became  an  incorporated  company,  under  the 
name  of  the  Buflington  Wheel  Company,  with  the  fol- 
lowing officers:  M.  C.  Bufflngton,  President,  and 
AVilliam  M.Forney,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Mr. 
Forney's  former  partner,  the  late  M.  C.  Bufflngton, 
was  the-  inventor  and  patentee  of  the  celebrated 
Bufflngton  wheel,  but  having  little  or  no  means  with 
which  to  manufacture  and  put  his  valuable  improve- 
ment on  the  market,  Mr.  Forney  with  characteristic 
enterprise  generously  furnished  the  capital  to  start 
the  business,  and  took  Mr.  Bufflngton  into  partner- 
ship with  him.  Their  trade  in  this  valuable  wheel 
now  extends  from  Illinois  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  and 
their  works  give  emplo^^ment  to  about  seventy -five 
hands  the  year  around. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forney  are  the  parents  of  eight  ('hil- 
dren,  five  living:  J.  H.,  manager  of  a  branch  wheel 
business  at  Wickliffe,  Ky. ;  Mary,  wife  of  Seth  Eg- 
gleston,  Topeka,  Kan.;  Annie;  Carrie;  and  Emma, 
wife  of  D.  J.  Sickles,  of  Kansas  City.  Politically, 
Mr.  Forney  is  a  Republican,  though  he  could  not 
be  termed  a  politician,  preferring  rather  to  give  his 
whole  attention  to  his  business.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  For- 
ney are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  none  are  more  worth}-  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  their  fellow-citizens. 


ENRY  MARTIN  BAIRD,  D.  S.,  was  born 
in  Burlington,  Feb.  18,  1859,  and  is  the  son 
of  Rev.  William  F.  and  Rebecca  (Harah) 
Baird.  When  a  young  man  of  sixteen 
years  he  was  employed  by  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  Railroad  as  fireman,  and  in  that  capacity 
he  worked  for  the  company  until  the  year  1880, 
when  he  left  the  road  and  entered  the  dental  otlicc 
of  his  brother  in  Burlington.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation at  the  State  Universit}'  at  Iowa  Cit}-,   Iowa, 
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and  there  alsu  took  a  course  in  dentislry,  graduat- 
ing in  the  dental  class  of  1880,  since  which  time  he 
has  practiced  his  professioa  with  his  brother  in  the 
city  of  Burlington.  Dr.  Baird  has  gained  a  reputa- 
tion for  good  work  and  attention  to  business  which 
many  an  older  dentist  might  well  envy,  and  is  one 
of  the  rising  young  men  of  the  city. 

On  the  30tli  of  May,  1883,  in  Bourbon  Count}', 
Ky..  Dr.  Baird  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lizzie  E.  David,  daugliter  of  Arthur  O.  David,  of 
that  State.  Tliey  have  one  child,  a  daughter.  Ruby 
H.  Mr.  Baird  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.     In  politics  the  doctor  is  a  Republican. 
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_y,i  ZARIAII    GREGG   is  a  retired   farmer   of 
(@/lI||     Danville  Township.     Among  the  men  who 
came    at   an    early    date    to    Des    Moines 
^J  County,  and  who  have  aided  largely  in  the 

development  of  the  county,  the  Greggs  occupj'  a 
prominent  position.  There  were  several  bearing 
the  name,  and  of  each  a  personal  sketcii  will  be 
given,  but  for  the  early  history  of  the  family'  we 
depend  mainly  upon  statements  made  by  our  suli- 
ject,  the  oldest  living  representative  of  the  family. 
The  first  autlientic  history  begins  with  Aaron 
Gregg,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  married  Mrs.  Her- 
ringtou  iu  that  country,  and  came  to  America  as 
early  as  1764  or  1765,  their  eldest  son,  AVilliam, 
being  born  Feb.  3, 1766,  in  America,  and  the  family 
had  resided  some  time  in  New  Jersey'  prior  to  that 
date.  The  grandfather  of  our  sul)jeet  later  removed 
to  AVilmington,  Del.,  and  prol)abl3'  died  there.  Of 
his  family  we  mention  William,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  went  to  Greene  County,  Pa.,  and  there 
wedded  Sarah  Smith,  a  native  of  Brunswick,  N.  .1. 
Two  children  were  born  in  that  State,  John  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  William,  who  first  wedded  Mrs. 
Peggy  Eckels  and  then  Mrs.  Bourne.  After  the 
birth  of  these  children,  William  Gregg,  Sr.,  re- 
moved to  Ohio  Count}',  (now)  W.  Va.,  locating 
near  Wheeling.  Other  children  were  born  in  Vir- 
ginia: Mary  wedded  Benjamin  Shepherd  of  that 
count}',  a  man  of  considerable  note,  being  in  the 
mercantile   business   for   many  3'cars  and  owner  of 


an  extensive  farm  and  vineyard;  Benj;imin  S..  to 
whom  we  refer  in  another  chapter  in  the  sketch  of 
William  Gregg,  Jr.,  his  son;  Morgan  II.  married 
Priscilla  Eckels ;  Azariah,  our  subject,  was  born  Feb. 
2,  1810;  Melissa  became  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Alli- 
son, and  in  1838  the}'  removed  from  Virginia  to 
Iowa,  settling  in  Henr}'  County,  near  Lowell,  where 
Mr.  Allison  operated  the  first' mill,  and  both  died  in 
that  village  after  a  long  residence  in  that  county ; 
John  M.  married  Emily  Boner  and  resides  in  Burl- 
ington, his  sketch  being  foun<l  elsewhere;  James 
married  Pllizabeth  Bloss  and  resides  near  Nebraska 
City,  Otoe  Co.,  Neb.,  and  is  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  the  State. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  had  five  uncles,  all  of 
whom  were  sea  captains.  Her  father  was  Ichabod 
Smith,  who  married  Mrs.  Hadley.  In  August,  1828, 
the  death  of  William  Gregg,  Sr.,  occurred,  he  hav- 
ing reached  the  age  of  sixty-two.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  till  Aug.  5,  1859,  dying  at  the  age  of 
eight3'-four  at  the  residence  of  her  son  John  M.  in 
Danville  Township. 

Our  subject  came  a  single  man  to  the  Territory 
of  Iowa,  settling  on  part  of  the  Black  Hawk  pur- 
chase Nov.  17,  1834,  and  is  to-daj'  supposed  to  be 
the  fourth  oldest  settler  of  what  is  nt>w  Des  Moines 
County.  He  had  formerly  been  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  A'irginia,  but  after  coming  to  Iowa  took  a 
claim,  purchased  others,  and  for  several  j'ears  was 
engaged  in  improving  the  same.  His  comrade, 
William  Sawtelle,  who  came  with  him  from  Vir- 
ginia, was  the  first  Assessor  of  Des  INIoines  Count}' 
when  it  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Michigan, 
comprising  also  Dubuque  County.  Azariah  Gregg 
was  at  the  same  time  elected  Tovvnshi|)  Clerk,  the 
first  in  the  new  Territory.  His  first  claim  was  pur- 
chased of  Noble  Ou-ley,  one  of  the  first  settlers  on 
the  prairie.  On  it  stood  a  log  cabin  just  inside  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  Augusta  Township,  and 
here  Messrs.  Sawtelle  and  Gregg  kept  bachelor's 
hall  until  the  marriage  of  the  former  in  1835.  In 
this  log  cabin,  in  October,  1834,  the  first  Baptist 
Society  in  the  western  part  of  the  county  was  organ- 
ized by  Rev.  John  Logan — Noble  Ousley,  Enoch 
Cyrus,  John  Hairis,  Elihu  Cliaudier  and  a  few  oth- 
ers forming  the  same. 

Francis  Reading,  with  his  faniilv,  became  a  resi- 
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dent  of  Augusta  Townsliip  in  1834,  coming  from 
Illinois,  and  previously  from  Missouri,  where  he 
was  married  to  Nancy  Reading,  whose  maternal 
grandsire  lived  to  the  extreme  age  of  one  hundred 
and  ten.  Settling  near  the  claim  of  our  subject, 
the  Readings  were  warmly  welcomed,  and  in  1836 
the  daughter  Melinda  became  the  wife  of  Azariah 
Gregg,  Rev.  J.  B.  Teas,  a  Methodist  Episcopal  min- 
ister, performing  the  ceremony.  Indians  were  plen- 
tiful in  Southeast  Iowa  at  that  date,  and  on  their 
hunting  excursions  came  through  this  part  of  the 
country.  At  one  time  Mr.  Gregg  was  wounded 
with  a  knife  by  a  drunken  Indian,  narrowly  escap- 
ing with  his  life.  The  chief,  Keokuk,  had  charge 
of  the  Sacs  and  Fox  Indians  after  the  arrest  of 
Black  Hawk,  and  with  both  chiefs  Mr.  Gregg  has 
held  conversation,  being  one  of  very  few  men  in 
the  State  who  can  say  the  same. 

The  young  wife  of  our  subject  was  duly  installed 
mistress  of  the  log  cabin  near  the  woods,  where  for 
more  than  a  half-century  its  walls  have  stood,  and 
the  ruins  yet  remain.  In  that  cabin  were  born  Sarah, 
now  wife  of  John  W.  Moore;  Nancy  C,  now  Mrs. 
Alex  Lockhart;  and  Virgil  A.,  who  WQdded  Adelia 
Mills.  The  first  crop  vvas  jdanted  in  the  spring  of 
1835  and  in  the  autumn  was  harvested,  it  being  the 
first  crop  in  that  part  of  the  county.  Mr.  Gregg 
also  planted  the  first  orchard  in  the  township,  in 
connection  with  his  brother  John,  who  brought  the 
trees  from  Ohio,  planting  them  in  1837.  Mr.  Gregg 
entered  lUO  acres  and  added  by  purchase  4G0  acies 
more,  all  in  one  body.  Later  purchases  were  made, 
making  the  sum  total  about  940  acres,  which  he 
bought  at  the  first  land  sale  held  in  Burlington.  The 
first  quarter-section  was  the  first  improved,  but  the 
old  farm  has  been  disposed  of,  as  well  as  most  of 
the  other  lands  in  this  county  that  were  owned  and 
improved  by  our  subject,  who  has  made  large  in- 
vestments in  real  estate  in  the  West. 

On  the  old  homestead  the  wife  and  mother  died 
in  1848.  She  had  other  children  besides  those 
mentioned  who  died  in  infancy.  After  her  death 
Mr.  Gregg  married  Mrs.  Mary  F.  (Bowman)  Alli- 
son, who  had  one  daughter  by  her  former  union — 
Elraira.  now  the  wife  of  Harvey  D.  Wilcox.  By 
the  second  union  three  children  were  born :  Charles, 
now   completing  a  collegiate  education;  liiva  and 


Samuel  B.  The  daughter  Eva  completed  her  edu- 
cation at  the  AVesleyan  University  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
and  Samuel  B.  is  yet  attending  the  Danville  schools. 
Virgil  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  a  member  of 
the  25th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  had  partially  completed 
a  collegiate  course  before  enlisting.  Being  wounded 
he  was  discharged  and  returned  to  Mt.  Pleasant, 
again  entered  college,  began  the  study  of  law,  and 
completed  his  collegiate  education  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich. 

In  1868  Mr.  Gregg  disposed  of  his  farm,  pur- 
chased a  residence  in  the  village  of  Danville 
Center,  and  since  1871  has  been  one  of  her  honored 
residents.  He  has  filled  every  position  of  trust  in 
Augusta  Township,  and  for  three  years  was  School 
Inspector.  In  company  with  L.  G.  Bell  he  opened 
up  and  constructed  the  first  Territorial  road  from 
Burlington  to  Keosauqua.  In  1836  Mr.  Gregg  was 
a  candidate  of  the  Whig  parly  of  this  county  for 
representative,  and  this  too  without  his  knowledge 
until  within  a  few  days  of  the  election.  Although 
his  opponent,  Maj.  Teas,  had  made  a  strong  canvass 
he  came  off  with  only  a  ver}'  narrow  majority,  leav- 
ing this  a  real  victory,  taking  into  consideration  the 
fact  of  Mr.  Gregg  having  expressed  no  desire  to 
become  a  candidate.  With  his  years  Mr.  Gregg 
has  grown  quite  wealthy,  largely  since  coming  to 
this  county,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  very 
successful  man,  and  although  liberal  in  purse  his 
bank  account  exceeds  that  of  any  resident  of  Dan- 
ville Township.  With  seventy-eight  years' experi- 
ence, fifty-four  of  which  have  been  passed  in  Iowa, 
we  welcome  the  pioneer  to  a  place  among  those  of 
his  acquaintance  and  kindred.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregg 
are  both  prominent  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  portrait  of  this  gentleman  accompanies  this 
brief  sketch  of  his  life. 

<|1  I^ILLIAM  H.  H.  SHELBY,  deceased,  was 
\/J/l  horn  at  Charlestown,  Ind.,  Feb.  22,  1818, 
\y^  where  his  early  life  was  spent.  In  later 
j'ears,  he  removed  to  Boonville,  same  Stale,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  writing  and  doing  office  work,  was 
elected  Recorder  for  Warrick  Count}'  for  one  term, 
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an(1  wrote  in  the  county  olflues  for  many  j'ears.  He 
also  clerked  for  Lis  brother-in-law  in  Booneville. 
Ind.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1840,  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Shelby  and  Miss  Mabel  Spelman,  daughter  of 
Ohel  Spelman,  occurred.  By  this  union  seven  chil- 
dren were  born — Isaac  O.,  Irene  M.,  Henry  G., 
Cora  O.,  and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  Isaac 
remained  in  Indiana  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  then 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Sterling,  111.,  and  subse- 
quently, in  1862,  went  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  soon 
after  enlisting  in  the  25th  Iowa  Infantry,  in  Capt. 
Smith's  Company,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Ilethen  received  aGovernment  clerkship,  remaining 
in  Washington  D.  C,  for  two  years,  joined  the 
Regular  Army  in  1868  as  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Company  G,34th  United  States  Infantry,  was  after- 
ward transferred  to  the  1 6th  United  States  Infantry, 
and  later  promoted  to  the  position  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant. At  one  time  he  had  charge  of  six  National 
Cemeteries,  being  Superintendent  and  Paymaster. 
He  was  stationed  at  various  places,  among  which 
were  Fort  Riley  and  Fort  Wallace,  Kansas,  and  also 
at  Fort  Concho,  Texas,  where  his  death  occurred, 
in  Aug.  9, 1883.  At  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  April  7, 1874, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Jlary  L.  Brown, and 
by  this  union  two  children  were  born — Frank  and 
Harry.  The  second  living  child  of  Mr.  Shelb}^  is 
Irene  M.,  the  wife  of  A.  E.  Millspaugh,  whose  sketch 
appears  in  this  work.  Henry  G.,  the  third  child, 
came  to  Burlington,  in  1871,  when  about  sixteen 
years  of  age,  having  previously  lived  in  Sterling, 
111.,  and  Eddyville,  Iowa,  and  is  at  present  engaged 
as  head  clerk  with  P.  M.  Crapo. 

^  LIVER  S.  GREEN,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 20,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des  Moines 
Co.,  Iowa.,  was  born  near  Yincennes,  Ind.,  in 
1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Margaret  Green, 
both  natives  of  Carroll  County,  Ky.,  and  early  set- 
tlers of  Indiana.  By  the  death  of  the  mother, 
which  occurred  when  our  subject  was  a  small  child, 
the  home  was  broken  up,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve 
Oliver  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm 
in  Jersey  County  for  three  years,  and  then  went  to 
Bates  County,  Mo.,  where  he  rented  land  and  raised 
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a  crop,  after  which  he  continued  his  travels  to  Hop- 
kins County.  Texas,  where  he  engaged  in  building 
log  houses  for  the  settlers.  Returning,  he  stopped 
for  a  few  months  in  Cedar  County,  Mo.,  and  then 
went  to  Jersey  County,  111.,  where  he  remained 
until  1861,  and  in  the  early  spring  of  that  3'ear,  en- 
tered the  State  service  on  the  call  of  the  Governor 
and  continued  in  it  until  May  25,  1861,  at  which 
time  he  became  a  member  of  the  United  States 
Volunteer  army,  on  the  first  call  for  three-years 
men,  enlisting  in  Company  F,  1 4th  Illinois  Infan- 
try, for  three  j-ears,  but  in  October  of  that  j'ear 
was  disch.arged  on  account  of  disabilitj'.  Going  to 
Indiana,  Mr.  Green  there  remained  until  the  fall  of 
1863.  when  he  emigrated  to  Appanoose  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  spent  the  winter,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1864  again  enlisted  in  the  6th  Iowa  Infantry, 
Company  D.  He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
participating  in  the  b.attles  of  Buzzard's  Roost,  Ga., 
Dalton,  Dallas,  Big  Shanty,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
ISIarietta,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  w.as  in  the  siege  of 
Atlanta,  was  under  fire  at  Lovejoy  Station  and 
Grizzleville,  was  with  Sherman  on  the  famous  March 
to  the  Sea,  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Savann.'ih,  in 
the  Carolina  camiwign,  and  the  battles  of  Columbia, 
Cheraw,  Fayetteville  and  Bentonville.  At  Kene- 
saw Mountain  Mr.  Green  was  wounded,  a  musket 
ball  passing  through  his  left  hand  and  one  entering 
his  breast,  On  the  25th  of  July,  1865,  he  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service. 

Returning  to  Iowa,  Mr.  Green  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Des  Moines  County,  where  he  engaged  at 
the  carpenter's  trade  for  a  short  time,  but  was 
forced  to  abandon  it  on  account  of  his  health,  not 
having  fully  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his 
wounds.  In  the  spring  of  1866  he  rented  a  farm  in 
Louisa  County,  but  after  remaining  there  for  a  year 
returned  to  Des  Moines  and  took  up  his  residence 
on  a  farm  of  40  acres  on  section  26,  Yellow  Spring- 
Township,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside. 
Mr.  Green,  in  connection  with  N.  R.  Newton,  es- 
tablished the  Mediapolis  Eitieiyrisc,  being  the  first 
pa|ier  i)ublished  in  that  town,  which  he  continued 
for  nine  months  and  then  sold  it  to  Mr.  Merrill,  the 
present  editor  of  the  Neiv  Era 

In  1851  Mr.  Green  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Melissa  McCann,  a  native  of   Jersey  County.   III., 
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nnd  one  child  was  born  of  this  union — Marion, 
710 w  a  resident  of  Medinpolis.  Mrs.  Green,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Churcii.  departed  this  life 
in  1855,  at  the  age  of  twentj'-eight  years.  The  hus- 
band was  again  married,  August  23,  1865,  Talitha 
Lee,  daughter  of  R.  W.  Lee,  becoming  his  wife. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church;  and  he  belongs  to  Sheppard 
Post,  No.  157.  G.  A.  R.,  and,  politically,  he  is  a 
Republican. 
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eHAMP  CONNER  MILLER,  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  at  Con- 
nersville,  Fayette  CountJ^  April  19,  1833, 
and  is  a  son  of  Arthur  and  Rebecca  (AV^herritt) 
Miller;  the  father  was  born  near  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
March  10,  1804,  of  German  descent  on  the  paternal 
side,  and  French  on  the  maternal  side,  the  mother 
being  a  De  Line.  Arthur  Miller,  in  early  life,  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter's  trade,  but  later  became  a 
minister  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  the  year  1846 
he  removed,  with  his  famil3',  to  Louisa  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  eng.aged  in  preaching  the  gos- 
pel about  two  years,  and  afterward  went  to  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  preaching  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  9,  1856,  his  wife  having  preceded 
him  to  her  final  home,  her  death  haying  occurred  in 
July,  1851,  of  cholera. 

In  1846  our  subject  came  to  Iowa  with  his  par- 
ents. His  }-outh  was  spent  in  acquiring  an  educa- 
tion, he  taking  a  regular  course  in  the  English 
branches  at  Howe's  Academy  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
after  which  he  commenced  clerking  for  Presley 
Saunders,  who  was  his  uncle  by  marriage,  in  a  gen- 
eral merchandising  store,  remaining  until  1870, 
and  making  his  home  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  Mr.  Miller 
next  engaged  with  J.  H.  Ge.ar  as  clerk  in  his  whole- 
sale grocery  house  in  Burlington,  where  he  took  up 
his  residence.  In  1880  and  1881  he  served  as 
Deputy  County  Treasurer,  after  which  he  engaged 
with  Bell,  ToUerton  &  Co.,  remaining  with  their 
successors  when  that  firm  sold  ont,  and  is  still  in 
their  employ. 

Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Catherine  Eyre,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Eyre,  of  Upper  Alton,  III.,  .and  three 


children  were  born  of  their  union,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter:  William  M.,  residing  in  Burlington,  mar- 
ried Palestine  Erp,  of  Blonmouth,  111. ;  Lewis  A. 
married  Anna  Hurst,  of  Burlington,  and  lives  in 
that  citj',  where  he  and  his  brother  are  both  engaged 
in  painting;  the  daughter,  Caddie  Sue,  is  the  wife 
of  Luke  Hughes,  a  resident  of  that  city.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  August,  1882,  and 
on  the  4th  d.ay  of  November,  1883,  Mr.  Miller  was 
again  married — Miss  Delia  D.  Biddle,  who  was  born 
near  Wauseon,  Ohio,  becoming  his  wife.  They  are 
the  parents  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Ruth,  born 
March  30,  1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church;  the  former  also  be- 
longs to  Mystic  Lodge,  No.  55,  of  Mt.  Ple.asant, 
Iowa.  A  fine  Christian  gentleman,  upright  and 
honest,  he  deserves  and  receives  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  him,  and  his  strict  .attention  and  fidelity 
to  his  business  h.as  won  him  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  his  employers. 


RANK  MILLARD,  a  prominent  lumber  mer- 
chant of  Burlington  for  over  twenty-one 
ills  years,  and  President  of  the  Cascade  Lumber 
Company,  is  a  native  of  Hampton,  Washington 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  born  Oct.  7,  1831.  His  father,  Ashley 
R.  Millard,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a 
cousin  of  President  Millard  Fillmore,  whose  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Abialha  Millard,  of  Pittsfleld, 
Mass.,  a  sister  of  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
The  maiden  name  of  Mr.  Millard's  mother  was  Miss 
Polly  Peck,  vvhose  family  was  originally  from  Con- 
necticut, where  they  were  well-connected  and  highly 
esteemed. 

The  early  life  of  Frank  Millard  was  spent  upon  a 
farm.  He  was  married  at  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  in  1862, 
to  Miss  Annie  I.  Gallett,  a  daughter  of  Bradley  S. 
Gallett.  Three  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
two  sons  and  a  daughter — Courtney,  Homer  and 
Emma.  In  1864  Mr.  Millard  emigrated  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Burlington,  where  he  eng.aged  in  the 
lumber  business  in  company  with  his  brother  George 
and  William  E.  Tomlinson,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Fr.ank  Millard  &  Co.  That  connection  continued 
until  1879.  when   Mr.  Millard  sold  his  interest   and 
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engaged  in  the  p.aiut  and  oil  trade,  vvliichi  he  carried 
on  until  18H1,  and  then  purchased  the  interest  of  Gil- 
bert, Hedge  &  Co.  in  the  Cascade  Lumber  Com- 
pany, and  was  elected  President  of  that  organiza- 
tion. Mr.  Millard's  long  experience  in  the  lumber 
trade,  his  conservative  business  habits,  and  other 
substantial  qualifications  made  Lim  a  valuable  ac- 
quisition to  the  company,  and  he  has  been  retained 
in  the  office  of  President  continuously  since.  (See 
history  of  the  Cascade  Lumber  Company  elsewhere 
in  this  work). 

Mrs.  Millard,  who  was  a  most  estimable  lady, 
died  at  her  father's  home  in  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  in  1868. 
In  1871.  at  Galesburg,  111.,  Mr.  Millard  was  again 
married — Miss  Ellen  Blennerhassit  Hewson,  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  D.  Hewson,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  be- 
coming his  wife.  At  the  summit  of  the  high  bluff 
that  faces  the  Mississippi  River,  just  opposite  the 
bridge  of  the  Chicago.  Burlington  6c  Quincy  Rail- 
road, stands  the  elegant  m-insion  of  the  Millards, 
making  a  prominent  and  attractive  feature  of  the 
landscape,  and  commanding  a  magnificent  view  of 
the  broad  river,  its  tralHo  and  distant  islands,  while 
a  large  portion  of  the  city  of  Burlington,  including 
the  Union  Depot,  lies  within  an  easy  range  of  vision. 

*  OHN  HEMMINGS.  deceased.  England  has 
I  given  largely  of  her  people  for  the  settle- 
I  ment  and  development  of  the  new  North- 
^^)j  west,  as  attested  by  manj'  sketches  of  men 
of  note  who  have  been  important  factors  in  this  and 
other  counties  of  Iowa.  John  Hemmings  was  born 
in  Northamptonshire,  England,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Catherine  (Nult)  Hemmings,  both 
natives  of  the  same  county  in  England.  John 
learned  the  miller's  trade  in  his  native  land;  his 
father,  however,  although  an  engineer  by  trade, 
became  a  farmer  during  the  last  years  of  his  busi- 
ness life,  but  now  lives  retired  upon  a  farm,  and  has 
reached  a  ripe  age.  The  death  of  his  wife  occurred 
in  1879,  at  their  home  in  Overthorpe,  and  he  re- 
mained true  to  her  memory.  They  were  parents 
of  several  children,  of  whom  we  mention :  Thomas, 
who  went  to  New  Zealand,  and  married  a  lady  in 
that  countr}',  dying  a  few  months  after  his  marriage 
4* 


and  leaving  an  immense  fortune  to  his  widow; 
William,  married  Joyce  Carrington  in  England, 
where  their  eldest  son  was  born,  and  aftei-  their 
emigration  to  America,  in  1855,  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Lee  County,  Iowa;  John,  our  subject,  came 
to  this  country  with  his  brother  William,  but  located 
near  Denmark,  in  Des  Moines  County;  Mary  A.  is 
yet  a  resident  of  England,  and  the  wife  of  Obadiah 
Duntling;  James  is  married,  and  also  resides  in 
England;  Rosanna  is  unmarried,  and  keeps  house 
for  her  brother  Caleb,  who  is  also  single. 

The  marriage  of  John  Hemmings  was  celebrated 
ill  the  city  of  Burlington  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
America,  Miss  Maiy  Wilks,  whom  he  had  long 
known  in  England,  becoming  his  wife  Nov.  17, 
1859.  In  company  with  her  widowed  mother,  who 
yet  finds  a  happy  home  with  her  daughter,  she  left 
her  native  land  and  settled  in  Des  Moines  County, 
in  1859.  Mr.  Hemmings  jiurchased  an  unimproved 
tract  of  land  in  Augusta  Township,  which  he  con- 
verted into  a  nice  farm  before  becoming  a  resident 
of  Danville  Township.  Six  years  after  their  mar- 
riage he  purchased  a  farm  in  the  latter  township, 
upon  which  his  famil}'  now  reside,  and  for  many 
years  he  enjoyed  the  highest  degree  of  prosperity, 
being  noted  as  one  of  the  most  successful  men  in 
the  neighborhood.  All  his  cares  were  lightened  bj' 
his  good  wife,  who  was  always  [ileased  with  the 
country,  and  being  the  only  child  of  fond  parents, 
she  has  shown  her  love  toward  them  by  caring  for 
her  mother,  who  has  found  a  home  with  her  ever 
since  her  marriage.  Jesse  Wilks,  her  father,  was  a 
carpenter  during  his  business  life,  in  Oxfordshire, 
England,  but  died  a  short  time  before  the  birth  of 
his  daughter  Mary.  His  wife  has  remained  a  widow 
for  more  than  a  half-centur3',  and  is  now  in  her 
eightieth  year,  but  still  hale  and  pleasant  in  dispo- 
sition. Three  other  children  graced  the  union,  all 
of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

John  Hemmings  made  many  valuable  improve- 
ments upon  his  farm  in  Danville  Township,  and 
purchased  many  other  broad  acres  prior  to  his 
death.  He  also  left  a  fine  patrimony  to  his  chil- 
dren and  widow,  who  have  a  handsome  country-seat 
near  the  village  of  Danville.  Their  marriage  had 
been  graced  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  all  liv- 
ing :  Mary  A.,  now  the  wife  of  John  Garden,  whose 
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fiitlicr.  AVilliam  Canlen,  has  an  extensive  sketch 
elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Alice  E.  wedded  John 
P.  Sharp,  a  farmer  residing  near  Danville;  Freder- 
ick N.  is  the  husband  of  Addie  Lyons;  John  Fran- 
cis, Archie,  Pearl  and  Ray  complete  the  family, 
and,  with  tlie  exception  of  those  married,  are  all  at 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hemmings  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Churcii  at  Danville,  and  when  the 
death  of  the  former  occurred  many  eyes  vvere  filled 
with  tears,  and  the  grief  of  the  neigbboriiood  was 
sincere.  In  that  sad  bereavement  one  of  the  best 
citizens  was  taken  away,  the  children  were  left 
without  a  father,  and  a  wife,  who  had  scarcely  ex- 
perienced a  heartache  during  her  long  wedded  life, 
was  left  husbandless.  The  influence  of  such  men 
has  brought  great  good  to  Danville  Township, 
whicii  has  always  been  noted  for  high  moral  and 
social  culture.  The  death  of  Mr.  Hemmings  oc- 
curred, Oct.  12,  1880,  and  his  remains  were  interred 
in  tiie  Middletown  cemeterj'.  A  life  well-spent 
left  a  record  behind  worthy  of  preservation  in  the 
history  of  his  chosen  count}',  and  his  enterprise  and 
good  deeds  are  well  %vorthy  of  emulation. 

(^VfjRIAH  LOPKR,  of  Mediapolis,  Des  Moines 
(if  1  bounty.  Iowa,  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
^^^1)  county  since  1842.  He  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, born  in  Lycoming  Count}'  in  1826. and  is 
a  son  of  William  and  Frances  (Dt>raina)  Loper,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same  State.  In  1832 
his  parents  moved  to  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  where 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  Uriah  was  apprenticed  to  the 
cabinet-maker's  trade,  serving  two  years,  from  1840 
to  1842.  His  father  having  emigrated  to  this 
county  in  1840,  he  also  concluded  to  make  it  his 
home,  and,  as  soon  as  his  two  years  of  apprentice- 
ship had  expired,  he  started  for  the  "West,  making 
his  home  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  where  his 
father  h.ad  purchased  a  farm. 

Uriah  Loper  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  in 
different  parts  of  the  county  until  1847;  and  on 
November  30,  of  that  year,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Rhodie  Todd,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
a  daughter  of  Jonah  and  Amanda  (Williams)  Todd. 


the  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother 
of  New  Jersey.  After  his  marriage  in  1849,  Mr. 
Loper  removed  to  Burlington,  and  engaged  in  the 
carpenter's  trade  until  the  spring  of  1873,  when  he 
purchased  and  lived  upon  a  farm  in  Flint  River 
Township.  Residing  upon  that  purchase  until  1881, 
he  then  removed  to  the  village  of  Mediapolis,  where 
he  yet  lives.  He  is  the  owner  of  considerable  prop- 
erty, having  forty  acres  of  land  within  the  city 
limits,  besides  a  neat  residence,  built  in  1886,  and 
also  two  other  houses. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loper  have  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children:  Ezra,  a  resident  of  Mediapolis;  Simeon, 
residing  in  Putnam  County,  Mo. ;  Mary  is  still  with 
her  parents;  George,  residing  in  Wabaunsee  County, 
Kan.;  William  is  still  living  at  home;  John,  who 
lives  in  Greeley,  Colo.;  Charles  and  Emory,  still  in- 
mates of  the  paternal  homo. 

Mr.  Loper  has  been  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  the  age  of  fif- 
teen, and  at  present  is  Steward  and  Class-Leader  of 
the  same  in  Mediapolis.  His  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  her  parents  had  be- 
longed. Politically.  Mr.  Loper  is  a  Republican,  and 
he  was  a  strong  advocate  of  Abolition  principles 
before  the  organization  of  his  party.  He  was  elec- 
ted a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  Burlington 
while  living  in  that  city,  serving  two  years,  in  1859 
and  1860,  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents.  He  is  a  man  of  strong 
convictions,  outspoken  in  what  he  believes  to  be 
right,  and  is  a  radical  prohibitionist,  believing  in 
the  strict  enforcement  of  the  tempt^rance  laws.  For 
almost  a  half -century  Mr.  Loper  has  been  a  respected 
citizen  of  Des  Moines  County,  and  it  is  with  pleas- 
ure we  present  his  sketch  in  this  record  of  her  most 
worthy  citizens. 

Willi.am  Loper,  the  father  of  Uri.ah,  came  to  this 
county  as  stated  in  1840,  settling  in  Yellow  Spring 
Township,  where  he  purch.ased  a  farm  upon  which 
he  lived  for  many  years,  finally  selling  it,  and  buy- 
ing one  in  Huron  Township,  upon  which  he  lived 
till  his  death,  whicii  occurred  in  1873,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years.  His  wife  preceded  him  to  her 
final  rest  many  years,  departing  this  life  in  Indiana 
in  1838.  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Loper.  Jonah  Todd,  w.as  a  na- 
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tive  of  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Des  Moines  Count}'  of  1837,  locating  on  a 
farm  near  Sperry,  whieii  he  subsequently  sold  and 
removed  to  Monroe  County,  Iowa,  where  he  lived 
for  about  four  years,  when  he  sold  the  property  he 
iiad  purcliased  there,  and  tiiereafter  lived  with  his 
cliildren,  dying  at  the  residence  of  his  son  Alvin,  in 
Jamestown,  Benton  Township,  Des  Moines  County, 
in  1  865,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Mr.  Todd  was  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  Presliyterian  Cliurch  in  his 
younger  days,  but  l.nterhe  became  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Cluiich,  preaciiing  for  that  denomination 
many  years,  and  in  tiiat  faith  wasoneof  tiie  |)ioneer 
ministers  in  this  county.  His  wife.  Amanda  (Will- 
iams) Todd,  departed  tliis  life  in  187(5,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  Of  their  twelve  cliildren  five 
are  now  living:  Clarissa,  wife  of  Benjamin  Slahl, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Mediapolis;  Miles,  now  a 
resident  of  La  Harpe,  111.;  Robert,  residing  in  Ne- 
braska City,  Neb.;  Eli,  who  lives  in  Burlington; 
and  Rhodie,  wife  of  Uri;ih  Lop"r.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jonah  Todd  were  both  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected throughout  the  entire  count}'. 


"jfO.SEPH  E.  GURNEY,  proprietor  of  the  Bo- 
nanza Department  Store,  wholesale  and  retail, 
cash  bargain  house.  Noa  421  Jefferson  and 
214  North  Fifth  streets.  The  popular  es- 
tablishment conducted  by  Mr.  Gurney  might  prop- 
erlj'  be  termed  a  curiosity  shop,  containing  as  it 
does  such  a  variety  of  goods.  A  prominent  feature 
of  the  Bonanza  Store,  is  the  holid.ay  department, 
embracing  everything  in  the  way  of  toys  and  articles 
suitable  for  holiday  gifts.  We  have  only  space  to 
enumerate  a  few  of  the  articles  that  strike  the  eye 
of  the  customer:  Fancy  wooden  ware,  smokers' 
articles,  leather  goods,  satchels,  br.ass  articles,  rub- 
ber goods,  valises,  traveling  bags,  pocket-books, 
Japanese  goods,  brushes,  albums,  fancy  tinware, 
china  and  glass  ware,  bric-a-brac,  lamps,  gloves, 
mittens,  wire  goods,  musical  instruments,  silver- 
plated  ware,  baskets,  cutlery,  jewelry,  underwear, 
willow  ware,  and  a  thousand  other  things,  all  so 
temptingi}'  displayed,  that  it  is  impossible  to  gaze 
without  seein?  something  to  covet.     This  business 


was  established  by  the  present  proprietor  in  1880, 
after  having  spent  several  years  on  the  road  with  a 
notion  wagon.  He  employs  ordinarily  a  force  of 
five  clerks,  which  during  the  holiday  season  is  in- 
creased from  fifteen  to  twent}'.  He  makes  a  spe- 
cialty of  holiday  goods,  and  his  annual  business 
averages  about  $20,000. 

A.  RITNER,  deceased.  Far  back  in  the  his- 
tory of  Des  Moines  County  we  find  the  name 
rj^  of  this  gentleman,  who  during  his  life  was 
(^)  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  As  his  demise  occurred  long 
since,  the  name  can  only  live  in  historj'  and  his  mem- 
ory be  perpetuated  on  historic  pages.  Possessing 
the  greatest  personal  merit,  Henry  A.  Ritner,  the 
second  son  of  Gov.  Ritner,  of  Pennsylvania,  en- 
deared himself  to  the  people  of  Des  Moines  County, 
and  a  chapter  devoted  to  personal  mention  of  him 
and  his  family  is  herewith  presented.  Mr.  Ritner 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  16, 1803, 
and  is  a  son  of  Gov.  Joseph  and  Susan  (Alter) 
Ritner,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  mothei-,  and  probablj'  the  fatiier,  was  a 
native  of  that  State,  but  the  history  is  not  authen- 
tic. The  Ritners  settled  near  Washington,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  Pa.,  at  an  early  day,  and  after  becoming 
a  ])rosperous  farmer,  beloved  and  respected  by  all, 
Joseph  Ritner  was  chosen  to  the  highest  office  pos- 
sible to  be  conferred  upon  him  by  the  people  of  the 
State.  He  was  elected  Governor  in  1839,  and  served 
a  term  as  chief  of  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
retiring  from  tlie  duties  of  his  office  with  all  the 
honor  that  merit  bestows  upon  a  faithful  servant. 

The  children  were  eight  in  number,  and  our  sub- 
ject was  the  second  son.  Given  the  educational 
advantages  of  those  days,  and  stimulated  by  the  ex- 
ample of  a  worth}'  father,  Henry  Ritner  grew  to 
manhood  and  was  married  in  his  native  county  to 
Miss  Lucetta  Alter,  of  whose  people  an  extensive 
history  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  Jacol)  Alter,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Burlington  Insurance  Company,  and  a 
resident  of  Danville  Townshi|).  She  w.as  born  Aug. 
22,  1807,  and  was  married  M.ay  10,  1827.  Her  hus- 
band owned  a  farm   near  Washington,  Pa.,  known 
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ns  the  '•  Biich  Farm,"  anrl  for  thirteen  3'ears  the 
young  couple  led  a  happy  life  in  Pennsylvania.  On 
this  farm  part  of  their  children  were  liorn — Jacob, 
.loseiih.  Henry,  Eliza,  Isaac  and  Susan.  None  are 
living  of  these  except  Susan,  who  resides  in  a  pleas- 
ant home  in  Danville  Center.  Jacob  married  Eme- 
line  Berr3man  ;  Henry  wedded  ^'ictoriaL.  Saunders; 
and  Eliza  married  Jackson  McCollum. 

In  1840  Henrj'  A.  Ritner,  with  his  familj',  emi- 
grated to  Iowa,  eml)arking  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  on  a 
steamer,  and,  after  a  long  and  tedious  journey  down 
the  Ohio  and  up  tiie  Mississipi^i,  landed  at  Burling- 
ton May  1,  1S40.  He  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
land  and  entered  other  lands  in  the  vicinity,  and 
upon  these  he  lived  for  many  years  in  happiness 
and  i)rosperity.  The  old  mansion  that  stands  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  1 1  was  erected  by 
him  in  1845,  and  to-day  is  one  of  the  oldest  land- 
marks in  that  part  of  Danville  Township.  The 
towering  elm  trees  are  monuments  to  his  memor^- 
and  were  planted  b}'  him  the  same  year  the  house 
was  erected.  In  tiiis  county  and  on  the  old  home- 
stead the  remainder  of  the  children  were  born:  Lu- 
cetta,  who  died  in  childhood;  Judson,  who  enlisted 
when  eighteen  years  of  age  in  Company  B,  25th 
Iowa  Infantry,  died  while  in  the  service  and  was 
buried  at  Greenville,  Miss.;  Peter  married  Isabella 
INI.  Leyburn;  David  wedded  Almeda  Foster;  and 
Spencer  became  the  husband  of  Mary  A.  Lindley. 
Jacob  and  Isaac  were  also  soldiers.  The  former  a 
member  of  the  25th  Iowa  Insantry,  serving  as  Cap- 
tain of  Company  B  from  its  organization,  was 
wounded  during  his  service,  but  later  recovered. 
Isaac  belonged  to  the  33d  Regiment,  Company  G, 
of  which  he  was  Second  Lieutenant.  This  brave 
boy  lost  his  life  fi'om  the  effects  of  wounds  and  dis- 
ease contracted  in  the  arm}',  and  his  remains  were 
interred  at  Little  Rouk,  Ark.  Three  of  the  brave 
sons  of  our  subject  were  given  cheerfully  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union,  and  only  one  returned 
to  gladden  the  mother's  heart,  whose  life  was  doubly 
saddened  by  the  death  of  her  devoted  husband  in 
1863.  He  was  returning  from  Burlington,  where 
he  had  gone  with  a  box  of  things  for  his  soldier 
sons,  and  while  walking  on  the  railroad  track  near 
Middletown  was  run  down  by  an  engine  and  crushed 
to  death.     His  last  act  was  one  of   love  and  affec- 


tion,and  was  characteristic  of  his  fatherly  kindness. 
For  many  years  l)0th  himself  and  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Danville,  of  which, 
for  a  long  while,  he  was  Deacon,  and  he  was  serving 
in  that  capacity  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Ritner 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Baptist  College  at 
Pella,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors and  a  Trustee.  During  this  time  the  family  re- 
sided in  Pella,  and  the  three  and  a  half  years  spent 
there  comprised  their  entire  absence  from  the  farm 
during  his  lifetime. 

Other  children — .lacob,  Henry,  Isaac,  Peter.  Eliza 
and  Susan — were  teachers,  some  of  them  for  many 
years.  Peter  is  i)rincipal  of  the  Commercial  Col- 
lege at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  The  aged  widow  and  her 
daughter  became  residents  of  Danville  Center  in 
February,  1879.  For  some  time  before  her  death 
Mrs.  Ritner  was  an  invalid,  and  had  reached  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years  when  she  was  called  home. 
Loving  hands  made  the  venerable  lady  comfortable, 
and  the  good  Christian  people  and  friends  of  her 
early  years  were  assiduous  in  their  attentions.  AVith 
a  competence  left  by  her  husband  and  in  a  home 
made  bright  by  all  the  comforts  with  which  those  in 
easy  circumstances  surround  themselves,  she  passed 
her  last  days,  and,  when  her  summons  came,  cheer- 
full}'  went  to  ji,>in  her  husband  and  children  who 
had  gone  before. 


.{^n^i<^ 


ORNELIUS  BERNARD,  deceased,  a  worthy 
pioneer  of  Iowa,  of  1837,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  born  at  Westminster,  July  5, 
1804,  and  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  only  three  are  living:  Betsy, 
wife  of  Horace  Hastings,  of  Haverhill,  Mass. ;  Frank- 
lin, of  AVilmington,  Vt. ;  and  Josiah,  of  Chicago,  111. 
The  parents,  Jonathan  and  Lucy  (Miller)  Bernard, 
were  also  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  removed  to 
Wilmington,  Windham  Co.,  Vt.,  during  the  child- 
hood of  our  subject.  They  were  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  d.aj-s  in  that  county,  the  father  dying  at  the 


c^^ 


i* 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


4G7 


age  of  sevent3--tn'o  years,  the  mother  at  seventy- 
eight. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  Wilmington,  Vt.,  re- 
ceiving only  a  district  school  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  taught  his  first  school,  an  oc- 
cupation which  he  followed  several  years.  Having 
attained  his  majority,  Mr.  Bernard  went  to  Nortli- 
ern  New  Yor!\,  locating  in  Chautauqua  County, 
where  he  spent  some  ten  years  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. He  sustained  a  loss  of  $1,500  in  early  life 
by  means  of  a  loan  to  a  supposed  friend,  and  that 
sum  representing  the  saving  of  several  years,  its 
loss  impressed  Mr.  Bernard  so  forcibly  that  he  was 
afterward  always  remarkably  prudent  and  cautious 
in  financial  matters.  Going  from  New  York  to  Ohio, 
he  there  taught  school  at  Massillon,  Akron  and 
Merniili,  and  then  removed  to  Indiana,  again  engag- 
ing in  that  profession  at  Vincennes,  LaFayette  and 
other  points.  As  was  the  custom  of  the  earlj' 
pioneers,  Mr.  Bernard  crossed  the  plains  with  teams, 
reaching  Iowa  in  1837.  After  spending  some  time 
at  the  then  little  hamlet  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  he  visited 
Ft.  Madison  and  other  points  in  the  Territory,  pur- 
chasing land  in  various  localities  and  made  his  home 
for  three  years  on  a  farm  near  Burlington,  owned 
by  Oliver  and  Royal  Cottle.  Removing  to  Warren, 
111.,  at  that  time,  and  there  remaining  for  two  3'ears, 
he  subsequently  returned  to  Burlington,  perma- 
nently establishing  himself  on  a  farm  which  has 
since  been  the  family  homestead. 

Mr.  Bernard  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Sarah  Root,  a  native  of  New  York,  their 
union  being  celebrated  at  Warren,  III.,  Nov.  27, 
1848.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  a 
daughter  who  died  in  infancy,  and  a  son,  John,  now 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bernard  Bros,  ife  Mercer, 
wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  marble  at  Burlington, 
Iowa.  The  mother  died  Sept.  29,  1856,  and  Mr. 
Bernard  was  again  married,  at  Grafton,  Vt.,  Nov. 
5,  1857,  his  wife  being  Miss  Martha  M.  White,  who 
was  born  at  Grafton,  Jan.  17,  1832,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Betsy  (Conant)  White. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Gilsum,  N.  H.,  and  her 
mother  of  Harvard,  Mass.  Mrs.  Bernard  is  one  of 
a  family  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  reached  ma- 
ture years.  Those  now  living  are:  Eliza,  ^fidow 
of  Henry  Ober,  resides  on  the  old  home  farm  near 


Grafton,  Vt. ;  Lewis  lives  in  AVindham  Count}',  Vt. ; 
Willard  and  Charles  reside  at  Grafton,  and  llonry 
at  Chester,  in  that  State.  The  parents  were  hon- 
ored members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  both  died 
on  the  old  farm  near  Grafton,  where  they  spent  so 
many  happy  years,  and  which  is  still  in  possession 
of  the  family.  The  father  died  aged  seventy-five 
years  and  ten  months,  the  mother  at  the  age  of 
seventj'-six  j'ears.  They  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  three  years  previous  to  the  father's  death, 
and  the  homestead  farm  where  the  son  Charles  now 
lives  has  been  the  property  of  the  famil}-  for  seventy 
years. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ber- 
nard, four  sons  and  three  daughters:  Jennie  is  the 
wife  of  J.  M.  Mercer,  a  practicing  attorney  of  Burl- 
ington, Iowa;  Charles  died  in  childhood;  Bessie 
resides  with  her  mother  in  Burlington;  Lewis  died 
in  infancj';  Edward  L.  is  a  member  of  Bernard 
Bros.  &  Mercer;  Martha  resides  with  her  mother; 
and  Willie,  the  youngest,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years.  Mr.  Bernard  continued  to  reside  on  his 
farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  July  15,  1887. 
He  was  of  that  peculiar  and  now  rare  nature,  that 
always  rather  shunned  than  courted  public  favor, 
i  hence  did  not  receive  that  credit  for  public  spirit 
}  and  charity  to  which  his  act's  justly  entitled  him. 
He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  German-American 
Savings  Bank,  the  North  Hill  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany. Burlington  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad  Company', 
and  other  public  enterprises.  His  neighbors  and 
intimate  acquaintances  can  testify  to  his  man}-  acts 
of  charity.  His  strongest  sympathy  was  always 
with  the  laboring  classes,  and  to  the  honest  laboring 
man  his  heart  and  hand  were  always  open  in  deeds 
of  kindness.  His  first  employment  in  Burlington 
was  on  the  old  Zion  Church  building,  then  in  pro- 
cess of  construction.  He  soon  returned  to  his  for- 
mer occupation,  however,  that  of  teaching  school, 
and  a  number  of  those  who  are  now  successful 
business  men  were  then  his  pupils.  Among  the 
number  we  may  mention  William  Garrett,  J.  M. 
Sherfey  and  Isaac  N.  Ripley.  Mr.  Bernard  was 
built  of  that  stern  true  metal  of  which  those  pat- 
riots who  secured  our  independence  were  made, 
and  none  could  talk  more  earnestly  of  •'  the  times 
that  tried  men's  souls"   than  he.     His  life  was  a 
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perfect  example  of  what  application,  econom}'  and 
strict  honest}'  can  accomplish,  and  his  death  left  a 
void  in  the  ranks  of  the  best  citizens  of  Des  Moines 
County,  among  whom  he  was  justly  numbered. 

A  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Bernard  is  given  upon  a 
preceding  page. 


f 


I  OB  A.  G.  HUTCHCROFT,  a  general  farmer 
I  residing  on  section  24,  Yellow  .Spring  Town- 
ship, Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Yoriishire,  England,  Oct.  5,  1851,  and  is  a 
son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Hutchcroft, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  place.  They 
emigrated  to  America  in  1858,  settling  in  Des 
Moines  Count}',  Iowa.  A  sketch  of  the  history  of 
Richard  .and  Elizabeth  Hutchcroft  is  given  under 
the  name  of  Thomas  Smith  Hutchcroft,  an  elder 
brother  of  our  subject,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to 
repeat  it  here. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Yellow 
Spring  Township.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  left 
his  father's  home,  renting  a  farm  for  two  years,  and 
later  purchased  ninety-five  acres  of  land  on  section 
11,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  where  he  resided  for 
one  year,  and  then  sold,  purchasing  ninetj'  acres  on 
section  24.  Upon  this  land  Mr.  Hutchcroft  still 
makes  his  home,  though  by  energy  and  economy 
he  has  added  to  his  possessions,  until  now  he  is  the 
owner  of  190  acres  of  well-improved  land.  Mr. 
Hutchcroft  has  acquired  all  his  property  by  his  own 
efforts,  and  is  not  only  one  of  the  well-to-do  but 
also  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  Yellow  Spring 
Township. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1870,  Mr.  Hutchcroft 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Andrew, 
a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Hannah  (Hutchcroft)  Andrew.  They  are 
both  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  Mr.  Hutchcroft  is  one  of  the 
stalwart  Republicans  of  the  county. 

John  Andrew,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hutchcroft,  was 
a  farmer  of  Yorksiiire.  where  his  death  occurred 
May  3,  1808,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  his  wife 
having  been  called  to  her  final  home  but  a  few  days 


previously,  her  death  occurring  on  the  14Lhof  April, 
aged  forty-five  years.  They  were  both  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England,  devoted  to  their  re- 
ligion, and  all  their  children  followed  their  example, 
having  become  honored  Christian  men  and  women. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  reared  a  familj'  of  six  chil- 
dren: Ann  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Jabez  Wilkinson, 
of  "Vorkshire,  England;  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  our 
subject;  John,  a  farmer  of  Yellow  Spring  Township; 
Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Mr.  Ward,  an  English  ship- 
carpenter;  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
j'ears;  and  Anna  Mary,  who  is  unmarried  and 
resides  in  England.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Hutchcroft  was  John  Andrew,  and  the  grand- 
mother's maiden  name  was  Hannah  Hepeth. 
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T.  HENSLEY,  a  farmer  residing  on  section 
1,  Washington  Tciwnship,  was  born  in  Yellow 
Spring  Township,  in  the  year  1859.  His 
parents,  William  and  Susan  Hensle3',who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  came  to  Des  Moines  County 
in  the  early  daj's,  and  are  still  among  its  honored 
residents.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  j'outh. 

J.  T.  Henslcy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Cubit,  of  Lou- 
isa County,  Iowa,  on  the  23d  of  December,  1880. 
She  was  born  in  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  .Sarah  Cubit.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  settling  in  Indiana,  where  he  engaged 
in  f.arming.  In  that  State  he  was  married,  and  six 
children  were  born  of  the  union,  but  the  death  of 
the  mother  occurred,  and  Mr.  Cubit  subsequently 
removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  wedded  his  second  wife. 
By  this  union  there  was  one  child  born,  Lizzie,  the 
accomplished  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Hensley's 
mother  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  in  1816,  and 
when  three  years  of  age  her  parents  moved  to  Pre- 
ble Countj',  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  she 
came  with  her  widowed  mother  to  Iowa.  She  wsis 
an  active,  consistent  member  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  on  the  23d  of  Januar}', 
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1  <S87,  passed  from  licr  labor  to  tlie  reward  prci^ared 
for  the  righteous. 

Mis.  Heiisloy  was  educated  at  the  high  school  at 
Morning  Sun,  Iowa,  and  is  a  lad)'  of  culture  and 
refinement.  The)'  have  a  very  interesting  family 
of  three  chiliiren — William  Ralph,  Anna  Lona  and 
Lura  Alberta.  Jlr.  Hensley  has  built  a  most  com- 
fortable residence,  and  his  home  is  a  model  of  neat- 
ness and  good  taste.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Chuch,  in 
which  they  are  active  workers.  The  rules  of  this 
Church  are  such  that  its  members  can  not  take  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs,  but  Mr.  Hensley  is 
recognized  by  all  who  know  him  as  a  citizen  in 
every  waj'  worthy,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  all 
measures  that  have  for  their  object  the  jjublie  good. 
He  has  a  fine  farm  of  IGO  acres,  which  is  stocked 
with  cattle  and  horses  of  a  high  grade.  He  is  one 
of  the  entei'prising  and  progressive  farmers  of  Des 
Moines  Count)',  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the 
people  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 


:V        fy  H.  BAIRU,  Uenta 
Wi     of  June,  1853,  am 


<?^  1^  H.  BAIRD,  Dental  Surgeon,  of  Burlington, 
lington,  Iowa,  on  the  27th 
anil  his  parents  are  Rev.  W. 
F.  Baird  and  Rebecca  (Ilarah)  Baird,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  Doctor  was 
educated  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  and  in  1874 
entered  the  office  of  Drs.  Smith  and  Cochrane,  who 
are  still  engaged  in  business  in  this  cit)',  and  began 
the  study  of  dentistry.  A  year  passed,  and  then  the 
firm  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Baird  continuing  with  Dr. 
Cochrane.  Readily  understanding  mechanics,  it 
was  not  long  before  he  became  proficient  in  his 
chosen  profession,  and  in  1879  he  began  business 
for  himself.  In  1883,  with  the  means  he  had  accu- 
mulated. Dr.  Baird  attended  the  Dental  Depart- 
ment of  the  Iowa  University,  and  there  received 
his  diploma.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Dental 
Society,  and  in  1887  served  as  Vice  President  of 
the  organization.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
1884,  with  Miss  Effle  Harris. 

Dr.  Baird  is  a  man  of  sound   practical  judgment 
and  logical  common  sense,  and    is  greatly  respected 

-^ 


for  his  straightforward,  honorable  dealings  with  his 
patrons  and  friends.  He  is  practically  a  self-made 
man,  and  has  worked  his  way  to  a  position  of  which 
he  may  well  be  proud. 

(^^  YLVESTER  T.  BRYAN,  photographer,  of 
^^^  Burlington,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
1(\/_J8)  vania,  born  in  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Mar)'  (Painter)  Bryan,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1839  he  came  west  with  his  parents, 
who  located  in  Henderson  County,  III.,  which  at 
that  time  was  but  little  better  than  a  wilderness. 
Settlements  were  few  and  far  between,  and  there 
were  scarcely  children  enough  in  any  community  to 
form  a  school;  therefore  his  educational  advantages 
were  very  limited.  About  100  days  would  cover 
his  school  life.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  read- 
ing and  observation  in  after  years  have  made  him  a 
well-informed  man.  In  1859  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  engaged  in  mining  about  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  then  returned  to  Illinois.  The  war  for  the 
Union  soon  being  in  progress,  his  patriotic  blf>od 
was  stirred,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  1 1  8th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, as  a  private  soldier,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  The  regiment  was  in  thirty -seven 
engagements  rising  to  the  dignity  of  a  battle,  the 
principal  ones  being  the  series  of  battles  involving 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  After  a  service  of  a  little 
more  than  three  years,  he  was  mustered  out  of  serv- 
ice, the  war  being  over,  and  the  last  rebel  force 
disbanded. 

On  receiving  his  discharge,  he  returned  home,  and 
soon  after  moved  to  M.acomb,  III.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  photograph  business  for  about  two 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Kirkwood,  111.,  where 
he  remained  until  1874,  engaged  in  the  same  busi- 
ness. His  leputation  as  a  photographer  extending, 
and  believing  Burlington  would  be  a  better  field  for 
the  display  of  his  artistic  taste,  he  resolved  to  move 
to  Burlington,  where  he  opened  a  gallery,  and  in  a 
short  time  built  up  an  excellent  trade.  Mr.  Bryan 
is  not  alone  a  picture  maker,  but  is  an  artist  of  ac- 
knowledged ability.  Mr.  Bryan  and  Josephine 
Pearson,  were  united  in  marriage  May  "2,  1857.   Five   ' 
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children  have  been  born  to  them,  four  of  whom  are 
living — Amy.  Minnie,  Willard  and  Josephine.  One 
died   in  infanc}-,  Edgar. 

A  number  of  the  portraits  in  this  volume   were 
made  from  photographs  taken  by  Mr.  Bryan. 


^^  EORGE  .S.  TRACY,  of  tlie  law  firm  of  Tracy 
[/|  &  Mercer,  206|  Jefferson  street,  Burlington, 

^^K  Iowa,  was  born  in  tliat  city,  Oct.  27,  1860, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  late  Hon.  Joshua  Tracy  and  An- 
toinette Tracy,  his  mother's  maiden  surname  being 
Stone.  (See  sketch  of  Judge  Tracy  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.)  George  S.  was  educated  at  Notre 
Dame  University,  Ind..  taking  a  literary  course,  and 
graduating  from  that  celebrated  school  in  the  class 
of  '80.  Returning  to  Iowa,  he  pursued  a  law  course 
at  the  State  University,  receiving  his  diploma  in 
1882,  and  at  once  entering  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Burlington.  The  existing  partnership 
with  John  M.  Mercer  was  formed  in  1885,  and  he 
has  been  connected  with  the  Burlington.  Chicago  & 
Northern  Railroad  for  several  years,  ami  is  the  pres- 
ent Assistant  Solicitor  for  tiiat  company.  Mr.  Tracy 
is  a  young  man  of  fine  natural  ability,  is  studious  in 
habit,  and  is  recognized  as  a  rising  man  at  the  bar. 
He  has  the  example  before  him  of  an  illustrious  sire, 
■who  won  a  proud  position  as  one  of  the  eminent 
lawyers  of  the  State,  and  his  friends  are  hopeful 
that  the  son  will  live  to  do  credit  to  the  honored 
name  lie  bears. 


ICHARD  ELLIOTT,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  section  2,  Washington 
i!i^\\\  Township,  came  to  Des  Moines  County, 
^)  Iowa,  in  1 865,  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  raw  land.  In  the  fall  of  1866  he  had  a  comfort- 
able farm  residence  erected,  and  also  barns  and 
other  out-buildings  necessary  on  a  well-regulated 
farm.  To  his  original  purchase  he  i\as  added  160 
acres  in  Louisa  Countj'.  Mr.  Elliott  was  born  in 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  4,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Stevenson)  Elliott,  both  of 
whom    were    natives   of    County  Antrim,  Ireland. 


Tlieir  marriage  was  celebrated  after  their  emigra- 
tion to  America.  Mr.  Elliott  was  a  farmer  in  the 
Buckeye  State  until  about  the  year  1855,  when  he 
removed  to  Randoli)h  County,  111.,  and  there  re- 
sided until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1862.  The 
mother  had  been  called  to  her  final  home  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1850,  while  a  resident  of  Logan  County, 
Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
ten  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  of  the  sons,  Harvey  and  Elihu  Christy, 
all  are  yet  living. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1858,  Richard  Elliott 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  A.  Wood- 
side,  of  Randolph  County,  111.  The  lady  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  J.  and  Mary  A.  (Burns)  Woodside.  the 
father  being  a  native  of  Kentucky,  of  German  an- 
cestry, and  the  mother  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
born  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  They  were  early 
settlers  in  Illinois  and  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  six  of  vvhom  lived  to  be  adults,  'ihis  wor- 
thy couple  still  reside  in  Randolph  County,  111. 

Our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  have  reared 
an  interesting  family  of  nine  children,  namely: 
William  J.,  who  married  Jennie  Crow,  of  Morning 
Sun.  Iowa,  and  is  now  living  in  Superior.  Neb.; 
•John  C;  Anna  Mary,  wife  of  William  R.  McElhin- 
ney,  of  Des  Moines  Countj%  Iowa;  Edith  Arnetta, 
who  wedded  J.  C.  Wilson,  a  resident  of  this  count}'; 
Robert  B..  David  C,  Margaret  A.,  Delia  and  Del- 
ber.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  are  members  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Deacon  and  is  at  present  an  Elder. 
The  Church  to  which  he  belongs  forbids  its  mem- 
bers taking  i)art  in  politics,  and  holds  that  the 
Scriptures  should  be  recognized  as  the  "supreme 
law  of  the  land;"  under  a  modified  oath,  however. 
Mr.  Elliott  has  held  the  office  of  School  Director. 
His  is  a  model  family%  and  he  is  recognized  as  one 
of  AVashington  Township's  best  citizens. 
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WILLIAM  R.  MOORE,  general  farmer,  resid- 
ing on  section  4,  Augusta  Township,  Des 
Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  March  12. 
1820,_in  Ohio  (now  Marshall)  County,  W.  Va.,and 
is   a    son    of    Francis   and   Annie  (Ward)   Moore, 
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whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work, 
lie  received  his  education  in  his  native  count}-, 
where  he  lived  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  wiien 
the  faniilj'  migrated  to  Iowa,  William  being  sent 
overland  with  the  horses,  coming  through  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  by  the  National  Pike,  passing 
through  the  cities  of  Columbus,  Indianapolis  and 
Springfield.  After  spending  about  ten  years  on 
the  farm  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  carpenter 
trade,  which  he  followed  continual!}-  for  about  fif- 
teen years,  having  several  men  in  his  employ,  and 
contracting  and  building  many  of  the  finest  farm 
resiliences  in  the  county. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1851,  in  Marshall  County, 
W.  Va..  Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  R.  Parriott,  who  is  also  a  native  of  that 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  Col.  John  Parriott,  who 
was  a  native  of  Berkeley  County,  Va..  and  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Marshall  County,  where  his  death 
occurred.  For  many  years  he  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  during  which  time  he  performed  many  wed- 
ding ceremonies,  and  for  several  terms  was  a  Rep- 
resentative in  the  State  Legislature,  and  also  served 
a  few  terms  as  State  Senator. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children :  John  P.  wedded  Miss  Ellen  Murray,  and 
now  resides  in  Lake  County,  Cal. ;  Anna  Belle  is  the 
wife  of  John  O.  Evans,  a  railroad  contractor,  whose 
home  is  in  Spencer,  Iowa;  Frank  died  at  the  early 
age  of  nine  years;  Watson  L.  married  Miss  Katie 
Bradley,  of  Wichita  Falls.  Tex.,  and  is  a  resident 
of  Los  Angeles,'_Cal. ;  Eugene  AV.,  a  carpenter  of  Los 
Angeles.  Cal. ;  Elbert  E.  and  Myrtie  are  still  resid- 
ing at  home. 

In  1853  Mr.  Moore  made  his  first  purch.ase  of 
land,  consisting  of  a  60-acre  tract  on  section  4.  and 
100  acres  on  section  8  of  Augusta  Township,  and  at 
once  took  possession  of  the  land,  and  immediately 
began  its  cultivation.  lie  is  now  the  owner  of  174 
acres  of  well-improved  land,  which,  with  the  im- 
provements he  has  placed  upon  it,  makes  it  a  most 
beautiful  farm  and  one  of  the  best  in  this  section. 
His  two-story  farm  residence  was  pl.anned  and 
erected  under  his  own  supervision.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  tlieir  younger  days  were  active 
workers   for  that  organization,  filling  a  number  of 


the  offices  in  the  Church.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Whig  in  politics  and  a  strong  anti-slavery  man,  and 
at  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  was 
one  of  the  first  to  embrace  its  principles,  and  is  still 
one  of  its  most  ardent  supporters.  He  has  held 
various  township  offices  of  trust,  and  for  one  year 
was  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
A  great  reader,  lie  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon 
all  public  matters,  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  and 
as  a  citizen  no  one  ranks  higher  than  William  R. 
Moore. 
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<jw)  OHN  AV.  MOORE,  a geneial  farmer  and  stock- 
I  raiser  residing  on  section  1),  Augusta  Town- 
I  ship,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
)  Marshall  County,  W.  Va.,  April  2,  1829,  and 
is  a  son  of  Francis  and  Annie  (Ward)  Moore.  The 
father  w.as  a  native  of  Ireland  and  emigrated  witii 
his  parents  to  America  in  his  youth;  the  mother 
was  born  in  Virginia.  In  1838  our  subject  came 
with  his  parents  to  Des  Moines  County.  His  early 
education  was  received  in  his  native  county,  but 
after  coming  to  Des  Moines,  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools.  His  father  helped  to  build  the  first 
school-house  in  the  neigh1)orhood.  He  also  attended 
one  term  of  school  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  after  which  he 
remained  at  home  on  his  father's  farm  until  the  22d 
of  December,  1859,  wiien  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Sarah  D.  Gregg,  a  daughter  of  Azariah 
Gregg,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  Oct. 
26,  1859,  Mr.  Moore  assumed  the  management  of 
the  home  farm  for  his  mother,  and  there  resided 
until  18G5,  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  when  he 
jjurchased  320  acres  of  land,  where  he  now  resides, 
upon  sections  3,  4  and  9  of  Augusta  Township, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  town- 
ship. 

Three  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore  :  William  F.,  who  wedded  Miss  Nellie  Palmer, 
of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  is  now  engaged  in  the  grain  busi- 
ness at  Harrington,  Kan. ;  Fannie  E.,  wife  of  Charles 
B.  Stull,  in  the  employ  of  Chittenden  &  Flastman, 
of  Burlington:  Clara  Belle,  still  at  home.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moore  have  given  tlieir  children  a  good  edu- 
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cation,  thus  fitting  thetn  for  useCiil  and  responsible 
positions  in  life.  Tliey.  as  well  as  tlieir  children, 
are  members  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Moore  has  filled  various  offices.  In  his 
political  views,  he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican part3-.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  good, 
and  has  served  his  township  several  terms  as  one  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  is  strictly  temperate  in 
all  his  habits. 


_., ^-E^. V— 

C.  RANKIN,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
)))  |)ioneer  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  having  lieen  a  resident  from  1836 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1885.  For 
almost  a  iialf-century  ho  not  only  witnessed,  but 
aided  largely  in  its  growth  and  development.  Any 
enterprise  for  the  public  good  always  found  in  him 
a  ready  supporter,  and  in  the  work  of  progress  and 
civilization  he  was  among  the  first.  Mr.  Rankin 
was  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  born  in 
1811,  and  a  son  of  Judge  David  Rankin,  also  a 
native  of  that  State.  He  was  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm,  and,  as  before  stated,  emigrated  to 
Des  Moines  Countj'  with  his  parents  in  1836,  set- 
tling on  section  28  of  Huron  Township.  In  1851 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Johnson,  who  was  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Pa.  Five  children  were  born  of  their  uiiion,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living:  D.  C,  Jr.;  H.  J.,  who  is 
a  practicing  phj'sician  of  Windom,  Iowa;  Sarah  F., 
residing  with  her  brother,  D.  C. ;  J.  W.,  a  stock- 
raiser  of  Ness  County,  Kan. ;  and  Martlia,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

In  his  early  life  Mr.  Rankin  was  a  Whig,  though 
at  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
joined  its  ranks.  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Presbyterian'  Church,  and  an  earnest  worker  in  the 
temperance  cause.  His  wife  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  her  death  occurred  in 
September,  1865.  Mr.  Rankin  held  the  office  of 
Township  Trustee  and  other  minor  positions.  He 
was  a  great  reader  and  a  well-informed  man,  and 
strong  in  his  convictions  of  right  and  wrong,  yet 
modest  and  conservative.      In  educational  matters 
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he  took  great  interest,  was  always  ready  to  take  a 
step  in  advance,  and  gave  his  children  good  educa- 
tions. He  was  also  a  man  of  good  business  ability, 
energetic,  yet  careful  in  tlie  management  of  his 
farm,  which,  at  tlie  time  of  his  death,  consisted  of 
125  acres  of  fine  land.  One  by  one  the  i)ioneers  of 
the  county  have  passed  away,  and  on  the  21st  of 
Februarj-,  1835,  ISIr.  Rankin  was  called  to  his  final 
home,  his  death  being  mourned  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

D.  C.  Rankin,  Jr.,  son  of  our  subject,  residing 
on  section  28,  Huron  Township,  Des  Moines  Co., 
Iowa,  is  a  native  of  this  countj',  and  was  reared 
upon  his  father's  farm.  His  primary  education, 
wliich  was  received  at  the  district  schools,  was  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  in  the  Academy  at  Kossuth. 
With  the  exception  of  three  years,  which  were 
passed  in  Cxreene  Count}',  Mr.  Rankin  has  always 
been  a  resident  of  Huron  Township.  His  whole 
life  has  been  spent  as  a  farmer,  and  since  his  father's 
death,  in  1885,  he  has  assumed  the  management  of 
the  homestead,  and  makes  a  specialtj'  of  raising 
horses.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  believes  in  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  pro- 
hibitory law.  He  has  held  various  township  offices, 
and  at  present  fills  the  position  of  Township  Trustee. 


(^^HOMAS  R.  RANKIN,  an  early  settler  of 
Des  Moines  County,  and  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Rankin  <fe  Dodge,  commission  mer- 
chants and  wholesale  dealers  in  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetal:)les,  was  born  in  East  Tennessee,  Dec.  1 1 , 
1827,  and  is  the  son  of  William  C.  and  Catherine 
(Gault)  Rankin.  His  father,  who  is  now  living  at 
the  age  of  ninety -three,  lives  where  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject  had  setttled,  in  company  with  three 
brothers,  in  Tennessee,  after  being  mustered  out  of 
the  service  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  mother 
was  born  in  Tennessee  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and 
died  while  Thomas  was  3'et  a  child. 

Our  suliject  went  to  North  Carolina  with  his 
father  in  1833,  remaining  there  for  four  years, 
when  they  removed  to  Indiana,  and  after  resid- 
ing in  that  State  for  another  four  j-cars  lie  came 
to   Iowa  in  the  year   1841.     They  reached  Yellow 
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Spring  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  in  Septem- 
ber of  that  year.  Thomas  was  sent  to  the  school 
at  Quincy,  III.,  and  the  family  removed  to  that  city 
in  1845.  His  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  continued  to  serve  in  tliat  ca- 
pacity until  late  in  life.  Thomas  came  to  Burlington 
in  1852,  and  engaged  in  his  present  business  of 
dealing  in  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  is  also  a 
wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  ice.  A  history  of  the 
business  ajipears  under  the  mercantile  department 
of  this  work.  In  early  life  Mr.  Rankin  was  a  Whig, 
but  joined  the  Republican  part}-  at  the  time  of  its 
organization,  and  still  votes  with  it.  He  is  a  tem- 
perance man.  and  believes  in  thc«enforcement  of 
the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the   liquor  traUic. 

In  Schuyler  County,  111.,  April  10,  1851,  Mr. 
Rankin  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
A.  Houston,  a  daughter  of  Caleb  Houston,  who  is  a 
distant  relative  of  the  late  .Senator  Sam  Houston,  of 
Texas.  Mrs.  Rankin  is  a  native  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
They  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Emma  G.,  wife 
of  J.  W.  Cornic,  a  conductor  on  the  California 
Central  Railroad,  and  resides  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Jlr.  Rankin  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  this  city.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Burlington  Council,  No.  530, 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  one  of  the  conservative,  re- 
liable business  men  of  the  thriving  city  of  Burling- 
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'^x^  W.  HANAPHY,  passenger  conductor  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Rail- 
road, running  between  Burlington  and 
Creston,  Iowa,  has  been  an  employe  of  the 
company  since  1871,  and  a  conductor  for  fifteen 
years.  Mr.  Hanaphy  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born 
in  County  Kings,  Aug.  5,  1849,  and  his  parents, 
Peter  and  Bedelia  Hanaphy,  were  also  natives  of 
the  Emerald  Isle.  They  emigrated  to  America  in 
1851,  and  are  now  residents  of  Henry  County, 
Iowa. 

Our  subject  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
parents  when  but  two  years  of  age,  the  familj'  spend- 
ing three  j'ears  in  New  Jersey,  and  in  1  854  became 
residents  of  Iowa,  locating  at  Mt.  Pleasant.     Mr. 


Hanaphy  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  city 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  engaged  in  rail- 
roading as  water-boy.  In  1871  he  was  promoted 
to  brakeraan,  running  on  the  line  between  Creston 
and  Council  Bluffs,  and  the  following  year  was 
transferred  to  the  division  between  Burlington  and 
Ottumwa,  and  on  the  •22d  of  September,  1873,  was 
promoted  to  freight  conductor,  continuing  in  that 
capacity  until  the  spring  of  1883,  when  he  was 
made  passenger  conductor,  having  since  served  in 
that  position. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1875,  Mr.  Hanaphy  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  Fagan,  daughter 
of  Lawrence  and  Mary  Fagan.  and  a  native  of 
Hartford,  Conn.  Mr.  Hanaphy  is  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  Railway'  Conductors,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  an  efficient  and  popular  officer, 
and  has  won  promotion  fiy  a  faithful  discharge  of 
duty  in  the  various  positions  he  has  filled. 
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J~  OHN  H.  RIEPE,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
I  residing  on  section  10,  Franklin  Township, 
Des  Moines  Co..  Iowa,  and  one  of  the  Na- 
'  lion's  brave  defenders,  was  born  in  Prussia, 
June  15,  1843.  He  emigrated  with  his  parents, 
Henry  and  M.ary  (Wallbrick)  Riepe,  to  America  in 
1851,  landing  in  New  York,  where  they  remained 
for  four  years,  and  then  came  to  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa.  For  about  six  months  they  resided  in  tiie 
city  of  Burlington,  and  then  the  father  purchased  a 
farm  of  fifty-four  acres  of  land  in  Benton  Town- 
ship, where  Mrs.  Riepe  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three.  She  and  her  husband  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Riepe  is  yet 
living,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  is  a  well 
preserved  man.  He  makes  his  home  in  Flint  River 
Township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riepe  were  born  three 
children:  .John  H.,  of  this  sketch;  Harmon  H.,  a 
farmer  of  Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  County; 
and  William,  a  resident  of  .St.  Louis,  Mo. 

John  H.  Riepe  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  county,  and  remained  at  home  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  enlisted 
for  three  years  in  defense  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes, 
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hecoming  a  member  of  the  30th  Iowa  Infantry, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  and 
Kingston,  Ga.  He  was  talien  sick  with  the  measles 
at  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  has  never  regained  his 
former  health.  When  partly  recovered  he  rejoined 
his  regiment  at  Woodville,  Ala.,  and  was  with  them 
on  the  march  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  was  also 
with  Sherman  on  his  famous  March  to  the  Sea. 
Again  Mr.  Riepe  was  taken  sick  and  sent  back  to 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  where  he  laj'  in  the  hospital 
for  eight  months ;  was  then  sent  to  Rolla,  S.  C,  and 
from  there  to  Washington,  where  he  took  part  in 
the  grand  review.  Later  he  was  sent  to  Louisville, 
K3\,  and  from  there  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he 
was  discharged  in  1865,  after  which  he  returned 
home,  again  giving  his  attention  to  farming. 

On  the  16  th  of  October,  1867,  the  marriage  of  John 
H.  Riepe  and  Miss  Amanda  Minnie  was  celebrated. 
Mrs.  Riepe  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Minnie.  Eight 
children  were  born  of  this  union — Norah,  Marj-, 
John.  Frederick,  Elizabeth,  Edward,  Robert  and 
Charles.  Politically,  Mr.  Riepe  is  a  Democrat, 
though  liberal  in  his  views.  He  has  held  various 
township  offices  of  trust,  and  as  a  citizen  is  highly 
respected. 


Vt/OSEPH  B.  RAMP.  Superintendent  of  the 
foundry  department  of  tiie  Murray  Iron 
Works,  located  at  West  Burlington,  was  born 
/  in  New  York  City,  Nov.  13.  1830,  and  is  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Eliza  (Horn)  Ramp,  the  former 
a  native  of  tlie  Empire  State  and  the  latter  of 
Connecticut.  To  them  were  born  six  children, 
three  of  whom  are  deceased — Henr}-,  Rachel  and 
Mary.  Those  living  are  Joseph  B. ;  John  A.,  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Cuyahoga  Falls  Iron  Works, 
of  which  Vaughn  <fe  Turner  are  the  proprietors; 
and  Julia,  wife  of  Andrew  Vogt,  proprietor  of  the 
Perr}'  Street  Hotel,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  The  mother 
of  these  children  was  called  to  her  last  rest  Oct.  3, 
1880.  The  father  was  a  raolder  by  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  for  over  a  half-century,  re- 
tiring from  active  life  in  1870,  and  now  makes  his 


home  with  his  daughter  in  Newark.  He  has  reached 
his  eighty-ninth  year. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
in  New  York  City,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  began 
learning  his  chosen  occupation,  that  of  a  molder, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  five  3'ears  and  four 
months  in  Trenton,  N.  J.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  Mr.  Ramp  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
foreman  and  remained  in  Trenton  for  some  time, 
but  later  went  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  subsequently 
to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  Globe 
Iron  Works,  of  which  Jerome  B.  Ward  was  the 
proprietor  and  manager.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  l;e  gave  up  his  situation  to  enlist  in 
his  country's  service,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
7th  New  Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry  for  three  years. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Williamsburg. 
White  House  Landing,  Harrison  L.anding,  and  while 
on  the  trip  to  the  latter  place  was  hurt  by  a  horse 
and  discharged.  He  decide<l  to  return  home,  but 
while  on  the  road  he  again  enlisted  in  the  20th  New 
York  Cavalry  at  Baltimore,  serving  two  years  in 
that  regiment,  not  reaching  home  until  after  the 
close  of  the  war  in  1865.  At  the  evacuation  of 
Richmond  he  aided  in  putting  out  the  fire,  and  then 
was  discharged  at  Sacket's  Harbor. 

Mr.  Ramp  returned  to  New  Y'ork,  but  in  the 
meantime  his  parents  had  removed  to  Newark,  N. 
J.,  at  which  city  he  made  them  a  visit,  and  while 
there  received  an  ofifer  of  a  situation  in  the  Turner 
&  Vaughn  Iron  Works,  at  Cuyahoga  Falls.  While 
engaged  at  Turner  &  Vaughn's  he  married  Miss 
Lizzie  Deeds,  the  mother  of  his  three  oldest  chil- 
dren— Herbert,  Paul  and  Effie.  From  Cuyahoga 
Falls  he  went  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  was  em- 
ploj'ed  in  the  Buckeye  Iron  AVorks.  After  being 
employed  for  awhile  in  that  city,  he  went  to  Cedar 
Rapids  for  the  purpose  of  overseeing  the  erection 
of  the  Whiting  Bros.'  shops,  40x80  feet.  This  con- 
sumed about  eight  months'  time,  and,  when  they 
were  all  completed,  he  went  to  Ft.  Madison  where 
he  entered  into  a  partnership  with  Charles  Gable- 
man,  remaining  there  for  about  eight  months,  and 
then  selling  his  interest,  he  accepted  the  position  he 
now  occupies,  March  10,  1882.  Under  his  able 
management  the  work  has  proved  a  financial  suc- 
cess, the  company  having  secured  the  right  man  for 
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tlie  place,  one   who  has  goorl  business  ability  aiifl 
thoroughly  uiiflerstands  his  work. 

The  first  wife  of  our  subject  died  in  the  j-ear  1 87y. 
On  the  10th  of  November,  1879,  Mr.  Ramp  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  Beatty,  of 
Mexico.  Mo.,  a  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Elizabeth 
Beatty,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  in  which 
State  his  wife  was  also  born.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramp 
have  one  child,  Oliver.  They  are  both  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  West  Burlington,  in 
which  he  is  a  Deacon.  Mr.  Ramp  is  also  a  member 
of  Western  Star  Lodge,  No.  21,  A.  F.  ifc  A.  M.,  of 
Youngstown,  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 


—i ^s-E^ ^ 

,,J  BRAM  RICE,  of  Danville    Township,  Des 
<(^£M    Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was    born   in   Fayette  County, 
^J  that  State,  May  1, 184G,  of  German  ances- 

try. His  parents,  William  Jacob  and  Nancy  Rice, 
are  still  living.  Abram  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  in  his  native  State,  and  received  such  an  edu- 
cation as  the  common  schools  of  the  county  af- 
forded. On  the  26th  of  October.  1871,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Eliz.ibeth  Sherrick,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Margaret  Sherrick,  who  were  also  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Rice  engaged  in  farming  for  about  a  year  in  Fay- 
ette Count}',  and  was  then  employed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  coke  near  Seottdale,  Pa.  At  the  end  of 
two  }'ears  he  removed  to  Westmoreland  Countj', 
Pa.,  again  engaging  in  farming,  and  resided  in  that 
county  for  five  years.  In  December,  1880,  he 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  resides,  owning  160  acres  of  the  best  soil  of 
Danville  Township,  upon  which  are  erected  sub- 
stantial and  comfortable  buildings. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, viz:  Mamie,  George  S.,  Jacob  S.,  Maggie  S., 
Edgar  S.  and  Nettie.  The  two  youngest  were  born 
in  Iowa,  and  the  four  eldest  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Rice  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  farm- 
ers of  the  count}'.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
but  is  not  much  of  a  politician,  and  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  political  honors.  He  is  a  public- 
spirited,  e   *,erpiising  man,  who  feels  an   active  in- 


terest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  good 
and  in  the  education  of  the  young  of  the  land. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Epis''0[)al  Church,  and  are  highly  re- 
spected in  the  community  for  their  industry,  frugal- 
ity, and  integrity  of  character. 


allARLES  WALKER,  a  prominent  and  well- 
^  to-do  farmer  of  Des  Moines  Count}',  resid- 
''  ing  on  section  2,  Flint  River  Township,  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  England,  on  the  1.5th  of  December, 
1833,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  JIar}'  (Miller) 
Walker,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  that  countr}'. 
Charles  was  one  of  a  family  of  si.K  children,  of  whom 
he  is  the  3'oungest.  The  others  are  Mary,  widow  of 
William  Arrowsmith,  who  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject;  George  A.,  deceased;  James  A.,  a 
farmer  of  Cass  Count}',  Iowa;  and  Elisha,  who  died 
in  1866.  The  father  of  these  children,  who  was 
one  of  the  wealthy  farmers  of  his  native  county, 
died  in  England  in  1843.  The  mother's  death 
occurred  in  Des  Moines  County,  this  State,  in  1854. 
The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in 
his  native  land.  In  184.5  be,  with  his  brothers, 
George  and  James,  and  two  sisters,  emigrated  to 
America,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  his  mother 
and  brother,  Elisha,  came,  coming  directly  to  Bur- 
lington, where  the  brothers  purchased  a  farm  of  320 
acres  of  Jeremiah  Lampson,  who  many  years  since 
left  this  county  and  went  to  Oregon.  At  that  time 
the  land  was  in  a  wild,  uncultivated  state,  but  prob- 
ably among  the  best  in  Flint  River  Township,  ami 
there  they  made  a  home  in  the  country  which  was 
henceforth  to  be  theirs.  The  four  brothers  con- 
tinued to  make  this  farm  their  home  until  1858, 
when  James  was  married  and  took  up  his  residence 
on  the  land  then  known  as  the  "  Pierce  Farm." 
Seven  years  later,  in  1865,  George  was  also  mar- 
ried, and  that  spring  their  crippled  brother,  Elisha, 
was  called  to  his  final  home.  The  property  was 
then  divided,  Charles  retaining,  as  his  share,  240 
acres  of  the  old  homestead,  which,  under  his  man- 
.agement,  has  become  one  of  the  finest  improved 
farms  in  Flint  River  Township. 

On   the    18th   of  April,   1867,    Mr.   Walker   was 
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united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarali  E.  Steel,  a 
native  of  Dubois  County,  In(i.,bo)n  Sept.  17,  1845, 
and  a  daugliter  of  Jael\Son  and  Martlia  (Riohey) 
Steel,  also  natives  of  that  State.  Five  children 
have  graced  their  union — EfHe  M.,  Edwin,  Eugene, 
Milford  and  Alma.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  have 
taken  great  pleasure  in  educating  their  children, 
and  in  their  home  music,  books,  and  all  that  makes 
life  enjoyable  ma}'  be  found.  Their  farm  is  one  of 
the  most  highly  cultivated  in  Flint  River  Town- 
ship Their  house  is  a  iiandsome  two-story  brick 
residence,  and  their  barns  and  out-buildings  are 
models  of  convenience.  The  beautiful  shade-trees 
that  now  spread  their  foliage  over  the  once  wild 
and  uncultivated  land  were  planted  by  Mr.  "Walker, 
and  all  the  improvements  on  the  land  were  made 
through  his  efforts.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  member  of 
the  New  Jerusalem  Church,  and  Mrs.  Walker  and 
daughters  are  Methodists,  and  are  among  the  highly 
respected  citizens  of  the  township.  Mr.  Walker  has 
held  various  township  offices,  filling  the  positions 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Fremont, 
and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
joined  its  ranks,  and  has  since  continued  to  fight 
under  its  banner.  Mr.  Walker  has  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all,  and  is  ever  ready,  with  both  time 
and  money,  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  all  public 
or  social,  religious  or  educational  interests.  We 
are  pleased  to  give  a  portrait  of  this  gentleman  on 
a  preceding  page. 


*f 


^P^EORGE  M.  BENNETT,  a  prominent  con- 
Ill  5j=n  tractor  and  builder  of  Burlington,  was  born 
^^41  in  Luzerne  Count}',  Fa.,  in  the  town  of 
Wilkes  Barre,  Julj'  26.  1840,  and  is  the  youngest  in 
a  famil}'  of  seven  children,  who  were  born  to  John 
T.  and  Hannah  (Miller)  Bennett,  who  were  natives 
of  Fennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  and 
builder  by  trade,  and  did  quite  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Dennis  &  Bennett, 
and  they  were  known  throughout  the  community 
as  experts  in  their  line  of  trade.  In  1858,  accom- 
panied  by  his  family,  INIr.  Bennett  migrated  to  the 


West,  locating  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  wiiere  he  re- 
mained for  two  j'ears.  during  which  lime  he  was 
eng.aged  in  the  erection  of  some  of  the  mostim[)ort- 
ant  buildings  of  that  place.  In  1860  he  removed 
to  Brownsville,  Minn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  thence  to  Dakota,  in  1881,  where  he  now 
resides.  His  wife  died  in  1844.  previous  to  his  re- 
moval from  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  graded  schools 
of  Wilkes  Barre,  and  one  year  at  Dana  College,  in 
the  s.ame  town,  after  which  he  learned  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter  and  builder  with  his  father.  With  the 
family  he  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  where  with 
his  father  he  was  employed  as  the  stair-builder  for 
the  Insane  Asylum.  In  that  city  Mr.  Bennett  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Esther  A.  Morrison,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  1859.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Lottie 
(Spry)  jNIorrison,  the  father  a  native  of  Irel!ind,and 
the  mother  of  Ohio.  Her  parents  came  to  Henry 
County,  Iowa,  in  1857,  Mr.  Morrison  engaging 
quite  extensively  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1858.  His  excellent  wife  survived  him, 
dying  in  1883.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bennett  four  children  were  born,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living:  lona  Hortense  died  at  the  age  of 
two  3'ears;  Gussie  C.  is  the  wife  of  D.  James  Wood- 
ing, of  Burlington;  Annie  E.  and  Nettie  M.  are 
both  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  BIr.  Bennett  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Mt.  Ple.asant  until  1861,  when  he  enlisted 
.as  a  private  in  Company  I,  14th  Iowa  Infantry, 
though  for  a  time  he  served  as  Corpt"M-al,  and  later 
served  in  the  capacity  of  Fifth  Sergeant.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
and  Columbus,  Ky.,  after  which  he  went  on  the 
Red  River  campaign,  engaging  in  the  battles  of 
Alexander,  Old  Oaks,  Markville  Plains,  Yellow 
Bayou,  Bayou  Beth,  and  several  others.  After 
three-years  service  he  was  honorably  discharged  in 
September,  1864,  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  after  which 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  Mt.  Pleasant. 

After  his  return  home  Mr.  Bennett  engaged  in 
carpentering  in  Henry  County,  and  later  moved  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  two 
years.  In  1869  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  took  up 
his  residence   in   Burlington,  once   more  resumin"' 
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his  chosen  occupixtion.  During  his  eighteen  j'ears 
residence  in  this  cit}^  some  of  its  best  buildings 
liave  been  erected  under  his  care  and  supervision, 
including  some  of  the  schools.  As  a  workman  he  is 
careful  and  competent  and  never  fails  to  please  his 
patrons.  Mr.  Bennett  takes  great  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  and  casts  his  vote  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  School 
Board  of  Independent  District,  No.  6,  for  three 
terms,  and  held  the  office  of  Building  Commissioner 
for  the  city  in  1887.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
Matthes  Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Burlington; 
the  V.  A.  S.  fraternity;  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  having  served  as  Master  Work- 
man of  3,135,  and  in  188tj  had  the  honor  to  be  sent 
as  a  delegate  by  five  orders  to  the  Convention 
which  convened  at  Cincinnati.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  are  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  who  know  them. 


^^EORGE  KRIECHBAUM,  manufacturer  of 
III  (_—,  and  dealer  in  stoves,  galvanized  iron  cor- 
^^^  nice,  iron  and  tinware,  at  320  North  Main 
and  117  Washington  streets,  Burlington,  Iowa,  es- 
tablished business  in  this  city  in  1801.  Mr.  Kriech- 
baum  was  born  in  St.  Clair  County,  III.,  March  1, 
1837,  and  is  the  sou  of  George  P.  and  Catherine 
(Macker)  Kriechbaum.  In  the  fall  of  1843  he 
came  to  BurliSgton  with  his  parents  and  has  made 
this  his  home  ever  since.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  and  he  then  served 
a  regular  apprenticeship  to  the  cabinet-maker's  trade, 
but  instead  of  following  that  occupation,  learned 
the  tinner's  trade,  and  in  18(J1  opened  a  shop  in 
that  line.  Handling  a  full  line  of  stoves  and  stove 
furniture,  also  manufacturing  tinware  and  galvan- 
ized iron  cornice,  iNIr.  Kriechbaum  has  built  up  a 
large  trade  and  has  now  been  in  business  twenty- 
seven  years. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1861,  in  Burlington, 
Iowa,  the  marriage  of  George  Kriechbaum  and 
Miss  Fredericka  Kostfeld  was  celebrated.  She  was 
born  in  Westphalia,  Prussia,  and  emigrated  from 
that  country  to  America  with  her  parents  when  five 


3'ears  of  age.  Four  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  three  sons  and  a  daughter:  George  II.,  mar- 
ried Miss  Carrie  Johnson,  and  resides  in  Chicago; 
Charles  Philip  is  an  employe  in  the  Burlington 
Postoflice ;  Arthur  and  Clara  Elizabeth  are  the 
younger  members  of  the  family,  and  all  were  born  in 
Burlington.  Mr.  Kreichbaum  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  taken  a  more  or  less  active  part  in  lo- 
cal politics.  He  has  represented  his  ward  in  the  City 
Council  eight  or  nine  3'ears,  and  in  1881  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  Des  Moines  County,  re-elected,  and  held 
the  office  for  six  years,  or  until  Januarj',  1888.  He 
is  a  member  of  Lodge,  No.  3,  Order  of  Druids, 
and  of  Phoenix  Lodge  No.  135,  A.  O.  U.  W., 
Mr.  Kreichbaum  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  this  city.  For 
nearly  a  half-century  he  has  made  Burlington  his 
home,  has  watched  its  growth  from  a  small  and  in- 
significant village  to  a  rich  and  prosperous  city,  and 
has  been  identified  with  its  growth  and  development 
since  his  arrival  at  man's  estate.  He  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  management  of  its  municipal 
affairs  for  many  years,  and  has  been  honored  by  the 
citizens  of  the  county  with  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant offices  in  their  gift,  that  of  Sheriff,  to  which  he 
was  three  times  elected.  As  he  is  a  practical  business 
man,  more  than  a  politician,  this  expression  of  good 
will  and  of  confidence  in  his  ability  and  integrity, 
is  but  a  just  tribute  to  his  worth  and  high  standing 
in  the  community,  where  nearly  his  whole  life  has 
been   spent. 

^-H§^ 


^ll  ^y    M.  PECKHAM,  a  pioneer  of   Des  Moines 


County,  Iowa,  of  1854.  now  residing  on  sec- 
\V  tion  30,  Washington  Township,  was  horn 
^June  15,  1812,  in  AVashington  City,  D.  C, 
and  is  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Elizabeth  Peckham,  the 
former  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of 
Rhode  Island.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  four  of  the 
number  lived  to  maturity.  Tiie  father  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  181 2,  and  during  one  of  the  bat- 
tles had  three  bullets  shot  through  the  hat  which  he 
was    wearing.     His    occupation    was    rope-making. 
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Tvliich  he  carried  on  in  Washington  City  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1820. 

On  the  22d  of  May.  lS4o,  our  suliject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Malvina  AVelib,  a  resident  of  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio.  She  was  liorn  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  April  28,  1826,  and  her  parents  were  Ziniry 
and  Annie  Wehh.  Several  children  have  been  born 
of  their  union:  Emma,  who  became  the  wife  of  Je- 
rome Hull;  Charles,  who  wedded  Libbie  King;  Fan- 
nie, who  died  at  the  .age  of  one  3'ear;  IMattie,  wife  of 
David  Willis  Easton ;  Adda,  who  \yedded  Wesley 
Lotspatch;  Caleb,  husband  of  llary  Lambert; 
Hugh,  Sarah;  Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  j'ears;  Kate,  wife  of  Thomas  Colvert;  Richard, 
and  Lillie,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  death  of  iNIrs. 
Peckham  occurred  Feb.  26,  1872.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  her  husband 
also  belongs,  and  was  a  most  estimable  lady.  Mr. 
Peckham  has  held  the  office  of  Deacon  in  the  church, 
and  is  one  of  its  active  workers.  In  early  life,  he 
was  a  Whig,  but  at  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can partj'  joined  its  ranks  and  has  since  been  one 
of  its  earnest  supporters.  His  first  purchase  of  land 
in  this  county  consisted  of  three  quarter-sections, 
but  he  has  since  disposed  of  part  of  it,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  300  acres.  Mr.  Peck- 
ham has  always  been  a  great  reader,  is  well  informed 
on  all  the  important  questions  of  the  day,  and  is 
highly  esteemed  in  the  community  where  he  resides. 
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ON.  JOHN  RIPLEY,  deceased,  was  a  highly 
respected  pioneer  of  Des  Moines  County  of 
1 839,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
(^)  March  14, 1792, and  wasason  of  Lewis  Riple}-. 
He  was  of  German  descent,  was  liberally  educated, 
joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  CUiurch  in  his  youth, 
and  being  earnest  in  his  religion  and  possessing  a 
good  command  of  language,  became  an  exhorter 
and  licensed  in'eaclier.  Mr.  Ripley  did  not,  how- 
ever, confine  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  minis- 
try, but  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  being  a 
practical  business  man,  his  .assistance  was  much  in 
request  by  his  neighbors  in  settling  matters  of  dis- 
pute and  in  doing  various  services  that  require 
business  tact  and  knowledge.     He  w.as  a  Democrat 
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in  politics,  and  was  chosen  three  times  to  represent 
his  district  in  the  Virginia  Legislature.  .Serving 
two  terms,  he  resigned  before  completing  the  third, 
in  order  to  einigrate  to  Iowa. 

Mr.  Ripley  was  united  in  marriage,  near  Parkers- 
burg.  Va.,  with  Miss  Rachel  Bennett.  Mrs.  Ripley 
was  born  in  Virginia  of  Welch  parentage,  Sept.  13, 
1793.  Twelve  children  have  blessed  the  union,  six 
sons  and  six  daughters,  all  but  one  of  whom  grew 
to  be  men  and  women :  Mary  Ann,  the  eldest,  was 
the  wife  of  George  Hathhorn,  and  died  in  18.3.5 
leaving  five  children;  Nancy,  who  resided  with  her 
brother-in-law,  Robert  Allen,  of  Dodgeville,  Iowa, 
died  March  4,  1888;  Eli.as  died  in  1841  ;  Elizabeth 
married  Robert  Todd  in  1854,  and  died  in  185.5; 
Lewis  resides  at  Burlington,  was  twice  married,  and 
has  children  by  both  unions — one  of  his  sons,  W.  H., 
is  a  traveling  saleman  for  John  Blaul  &  Sons,  whole- 
sale grocers  of  Burlington,  and  another  son,  David, 
is  a  farmer  of  Nebraska,  while  another  is  a  con- 
ductor in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railro.ad ;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Hon. 
Robert  Allen,  and  they  have  one  son,  Frank,  aged 
twenty-two  ye.ars;  Dorinda,  who  was  the  wife  of  A. 
M.  Root,  died  March  4,  1887,  leaving  one  son,  W.  H. 
Root,  who  served  as  Police  Clerk  C)f  Burlington  for 
several  years;  John,  who  was  the  husband  of  Me- 
linda  Smith,  died  in  Chicago,  April  19,  1887,  leav- 
ing seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters 
— one  son,  Leffingwell,  is  a  prominent  postofiSce 
official  of  Chicago,  while  another,  Frank,  is  em- 
ployed in  the  leading  abstr.act  office  of  Chicago: 
Amy  died  when  ten  j'ears  of  age;  David  W.,  who 
married  Catherine  Jackson,  was  a  farmer  of  Des 
Moines  County  until  March,  1887,  when  he  removed 
to  Hastings,  Neb. ;  Isaac  Newton  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  is  a  large  real-estate  owner  of  Burlington 
(see  sketch  elsewhere);  Edmund,  now  residing  at 
Burlington,  married  Susan  Overstreet,  of  Canton, 
Mo.,  and  two  sons  and  two  daughters  graced  their 
union. 

Mr.  Ripley  came  to  Iowa  on  horseback  in  1838 
to  choose  a  site  for  a  new  home,  deciding  on  Des 
Moines  County,  and  then  retu;ned  to  Virginia  for 
bis  family.  It  was  two  j'ears  later,  however,  before 
he  succeeded  in  getting  them  all  settled  in  their 
new  home.      Some  of  the  children  were  married  at 
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this  time,  hut  all  emigrated  to  this  State.  Mr. 
Riple3'  settled  within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  Bur- 
lington to  the  westward,  temporaril}-.  The  next 
spring  thej'  removed  to  Kaiser  Prairie,  in  Flint 
River  Township,  and  the  same  year  Mr.  Ripley 
bought  the  farm  that  became  his  permanent  home, 
and  which  was  situated  six  miles  from  Burlington, 
on  the  Dodgeville  road.  He  purchased  ninety 
acres,  greatlj'  improving  the  land  and  residing  upon 
it  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  on 
March  30,  1872.  His  wife,  a  worthy  and  highly 
respected  Christian  lady,  had  died  in  March,  18C7. 
Mr.  Ripley  was  actively  engaged  in  public  affairs 
here,  as  he  had  been  in  Virginia.  He  was  twice 
elected  County  Commissioner  when  the  county 
was  governed  by  three  men  acting  in  that  capacity. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention 
that  framed  the  Constitution  of  Iowa,  and  was 
twice  elected  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  also  useful  to  the  community  in  fill- 
ing minor  offices,  such  as  that  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  member  of  the  School  Board,  etc.  He  was 
indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  what  he  felt  to  be 
bis  duty.  Just  and  upright  in  public  as  well  as  in 
private  life,  he  was  so  generally  popular  that  in  all 
bis  public  career  he  was  never  but  once  defeated 
when  a  candidate  for  office,  and  that  time  his  part}' 
ticket  was  defeated  entirely.  Mr.  Ripley  w.as  a 
consistent  Christian,  charitable  and  kind-hearted, 
and  might  be  said  not  to  have  had  an  enemy  in  the 
world. 


IRAM  PURDY,  who  for  thirty-one  years  has 
been  a  prominent  business  man  and  highly' 
respected  citizen  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was 
born  at  White  Plains,  Westchester  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Sept.  12,  1814,  and  is  a  son  of  Bartholomew 
and  Sarah  (Haight)  Purdy.  The  Purdys  are  an 
old  New  England  family  of  English  origin,  and  went 
from  Connecticut  to  New  York  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  The  historical  "White  Plains"  was 
the  property  of  one  of  the  ancestors  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  in  Colonial  times,  and  his  father,  Bar- 
tholomew Pnrdy,  was  born  there.  On  his  mother's 
side,  the  Ilaights  were  also  of  English  desceut,  and 


were  among  the  early  English  colonists  of  America. 
The  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  this  country 
received  a  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  from  the  king, 
extendmg  from  Long  Island  Sound  to  the  Hudson 
River,  covering  an  area  of  thirty  miles  long  by 
from  ten  to  twelve  in  width. 

In  early  childhood  Mr.  Purdy  removed  with  his 
parents  to  New  York  City,  where  he  received  an 
academic  education,  and  learned  the  trade  of  manu- 
facturing sash,  blinds  and  show-cases.  When  nine- 
teen years  of  age  he  was  made  foreman  of  tlic 
largest  factory  in  that  line  in  the  country.  In  1835 
he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  manufacturing 
the  same  articles.  He  was  an  expert  in  his  business 
and  possessed  n  genius  for  invention,  which  he  ex- 
ercised to  a  good  purpose.  Twelve  patents  were 
issued  to  him,  covering  the  following-named  articles : 
one  for  gauging  liquors,  one  for  an  odorizing  pro- 
cess, one  for  an  improvement  in  the  process  of  dis- 
tilling, one  for  grain-car  doors,  one  for  a  cattle-bar 
for  stock  cars,  one  for  a  steam  boiler,  one  for  a 
smoke  consumer  and  draft  producer,  two  for  fruit 
jars,  and  one  for  an  automatic  fire  extinguisher  for 
railroad  cars,  another  for  a  cyclone  heater,  and  the 
latest  an  electric  light  reflector.  Many  of  these 
have  proved  ver}^  useful  inventions  and  have  gone 
into  general  nse.  Mr.  Purdy  was  also  the  projector 
for  the  first  horse  street  railway  s^'stem  in  New  Y'ork 
City,  the  Bowery  and  Third  avenue  street  railwaj-, 
it  being  the  first  in  the  world,  having  been  built  in 
1854,  according  to  the  plans  presented  by  him. 
He  continued  his  business  in  New  York  until  1857, 
being  quite  successful  and  accumulating  a  good 
property,  and  then  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
forming  the  existing  partnership  with  Mr.  Delahaye 
in  the  wholesale  liquor  business    in  1857. 

Mr.  Purdy  was  twice  married;  first,  in  New  York 
City,  in  December,  1836,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Conrad. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy',  and  one,  a  daughter.  Lucinda,  is 
now  the  wifeof  William  Phyfe,  of  New  York  City. 
Mrs.  Purdy  died  in  1843  in  New  York,  and  he  was 
mariied  again  in  Burlington,  in  the  fall  of  1858,  to 
Ellen  Fitzgerald,  a  daughter  of  M.  Fitzgerald,  Esq. 
She  is  a  native  of  New  York  Citj'.  Six  children 
have  graced  their  union:  Hiram  and  Ellen  died  in 
childhood  ;  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  David  N.  Prume, 
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of  Wnterlnii-y.  Conn.;  (George  A.  died  at  the  age 
twelve,  nnd  James  B.  and  Horace  I.  are  attending 
school. 

Mr.  PMnl3'  is  an  ancient  Odd  P^ellow,  and  was 
initiated  into  the  order  in  New  York,  in  1836,  and 
is  the  second  oldest  Odd  Fellow  in  Iowa.  He  is  a 
genial,  nnassnming  man.  of  .sonnd  jndgment,  ripe 
in  experience  of  the  world,  and  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem by  his  fellow-citizens. 

In  politics,  he  was  an  earnest  Whig  in  early  life, 
and  has  been  eqnally  as  earnest  a  Republican  since 
the  organization  of  that  party.  In  religious  mat- 
ters he  has  been  disposed  to  be  liberal  in  his  views, 
and  has  never  .adopted  any  creed  or  orthodox  be- 
lief. An  original  thinker,  he  has  reasoned  from 
what  he  has  found  in  n.ature,  rather  from  the  theo- 
ries of  others.  Possessing  mental  faculties  of  a 
superior  force,  and  a  mind  inclined  to  analysis  and 
logic,  he  has  never  been  able  to  content  himself 
with  the  conclusions  of  others,  but  has  sought  for 
light  in  his  own  way.  Genial,  warm-hearted,  and 
fond  of  the  discussion  of  abstruse  subjects,  he  is  an 
entertaining  companion  and  reliable  as  a  friend. 
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^ATHANIEL  BROWN,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Des  Moines  Count}',  was  born  in  Royal- 
ton,  Vt.,  Nov.  22,  1811.  and  is  a  son  of 
Myron  and  Eunice  (Aynsworth)  Brown.  Mj-ron 
Brown  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  Vermont  and  Can- 
ada, receiving  a  common-school  education,  and  in 
1835  he  came  West,  stopping  for  a  short  time  in 
Chicago,  which  then  consisted  of  a  wet  prairie  and 
a  few  cabins.  Inuring  the  following  fall  he  went  to 
Peoria,  and,  being  out  of  money,  .accepted  the  first 
work  which  preajented  itself,  coal  mining.  In  the 
spring  of  1838.  he  came  to  Burlington  and  eng.aged 
in  plastering,  which  occupation  he  followed  for 
many  years. 

The  union  of  Nathaniel  Brown  and  Miss  Agnes 
Thompson  was  celelirated  in  Burlington,  in  1843. 
She  was  a  native  of  theSunnj-  South,  born  in  South 
Carolina,  Sept.  22,  1818.  Three  children  graced 
their  union,  but  only  one  is  now  living — Sophia  E.; 
Frances  M.  and  Sarah  E.  arc  both  deceased.    They 


have  also  one  .adopted  daughter,  Ida  M..  who  is 
married  to  O.  M.  Burrus.  Mr.  Brown  is  truly  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County,  and 
has  witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth.  On  com- 
ing to  this  community,  where  tlie  now  prosperous 
city  of  Burlington  stands  there  were  but  a  few  scat- 
tered cabins,  bands  of  Indians  roamed  over  the 
jirairic.  and  the  country  aliounded  in  wild  game. 
Although  a  maTi  of  limited  means.  Mr.  Brown  h.as 
done  much  to  build  up  Ihecit}',  and  his  work  can  be 
found  in  man}'  of  the  best  buildings  that  adorn  the 
place. 

Mrs.  Brown  died  in  December,  1884.  She  was 
reared  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  a 
consistent  member  of  that  body  formanj'  j'ears,  and 
was  a  kind  wife  and  mother. 


^^E 


D.  POOL,  one  of  Des  Moines  County's  pio- 
neers,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Mediap- 
t^  \\\  olis,  was  born  in  Clarke  County.  Ohio,  Aug. 
1 3,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Nancy 
(Davison)  Pool,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia. Our  suliject  was  never  permitted  to  see  his 
father,  who  died  before  the  birth  of  R.  D.  His 
mother  subsequently  married  McC.ally  Rowan,  and 
after  his  death,  .lohn  S.  Rayburn.  The  early  life  of 
R.  D.  Pool  was  spent  upon  a  farm,  being  part  of 
the  time  eng.aged  in  milling.  On  the  21st  of  Au- 
gust, 1839,  he  married  Lydia  Sadler,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Sadler, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  that  Stale.  In  1841  the 
j'oung  couple  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  and 
rented  a  farm  in  Flint  River  Township.  At  that 
time  the  countr}'  was  in  a  very  wild  state,  the  land 
w.as  unbroken,  and  deer  and  wolves  roamed  over 
the  prairie.  The  following  year  Mr.  Pool  pur- 
chased 360  acres  of  partly  improved  land,  in  Ben- 
ton Township,  and  upon  this  farm  he  and  his  wife 
lived  in  a  log  cabin  in  true  pioneer  style  for  ten 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  commo- 
dious residence  which  now  stands  upon  the  farm  w.as 
erected.  The  old  farm  has  many  associations  which 
render  it  dear,  the  early  years  of  the  happj' wedded 
life  of  this  worthy  couple  were  there  passed,  there 
the  chililren    were  born,   and  every  improvement 
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was  placed  there  by  t!ie  hands  of  Mr.  Pool.  More 
land  was  afterward  purchased,  until  the  farm  con- 
sisted of  400  acres. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pool  have  been  the  parents  of  five 
children:  William  H.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Nancy 
E.,  wife  of  William  Foster,  of  Mediapolis;  Thomas 
S.,  who  was  educated  at  a  select  school  in  Burling- 
ton, and  also  attended  the  Commercial  College  in 
Chicago,  is  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  stationed  at  Bentonsport,  Iowa,  and  was 
ordained  in  1878;  Lydia,  wife  of  John  W.  Van 
Osdol,  who  resides  on  the  home  farm  in  Benton 
Township;  Eliza  Josejjhine  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  V. 
McCallaster,  of  Pike  Coiint3',  Ohio,  where  he  is  a 
merchant,  and  also  Treasurer  of  that  county. 

Mr.  Pool  has  been  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  1841,  and  his  wife  since  her 
fifteenth  year.  The^'  have  been  .active  workers  in 
both  Church  and  Sunday-school,  and  assisted  in 
organizing  the  first  Sunda3--school  at  Tamatown, 
Benton  Township.  He  also  helped  to  buihl  the  first 
church,  probably  doing  more  for  that  work  than  anv 
other  man.  His  mother  was  a  devoted  Christian 
woman,  and  the  early  Christian  instructions  re- 
ceived he  has  endeavored  to  follow  through  life, 
and  well  has  he  performed  his  part.  His  children 
too  have  followed  the  example  of  their  parents,  and 
are  all  earnest  Christian  men  and  women.  Mr.  Pool 
held  the  ollice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty 
years,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  Township 
Clerk.  Looking  back  over  the  years  of  toil  of  a 
well-spent  life,  he  can  rest  in  the  assurance  that  the 
money  gained  for  his  later  years  was  all  earned  by 
his  own  honest  efforts.  Happy  in  the  devotion  of 
a  most  estimable  wife,  the  love  and  affection  of  four 
children,  eleven  grandchildren,  two  great-grand- 
children, and  sincerely  respected  and  highly  hon- 
ored by  many  friends,  his  is  indeed  a  happy  lot. 
Mr.  Pool  was  a  Steward  in  his  Church  for  forty 
years,  and  in  1884  represented  the  district  as  Lay 
Delegate  to  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  In  early  times,  in  Iowa, 
he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  on  the  Whig 
ticket,  and  after  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  became  a  member  of  that  body.  Mr. 
Pool  now  resides  in  a  comfortable  residence  in 
Mediapolis.  and  is  at  present  the  General  Agent  for 


the  Farmers'  Mutn.al  Insurance  Company.  Always 
ready  to  aid  the  needy  and  afflicted,  to  aid  in  the 
advancement  of  any  public  enterprise,  liberal,  gen- 
erous and  respected  by  all,  we  are  pleased  to  give  a 
sketch  of  so  worthy  a  pioneer  in  the  history  of  Des 
Moines  County. 

Mr.  Pool  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity since  1856,  and  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
for  the  past  fifteen  years. 
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^^LFRED  B.  CLEGHORN,  Union  Ticket 
^r-J|l  Agent  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  at 
Ijl  lli  Stamford,  W^elland  Co.,  Ontario,  Canada, 
<^  Aug.  26,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  A. 
Cleghorn,  D.  D.  His  father  was  born  in  Scotland, 
and  his  mother  in  New  York.  Our  subject  removed 
to  the  latter  place  with  his  parents  in  early  child- 
hood, and  was  educated  at  Belleville,  N.  Y.  Re- 
maining in  New  York  till  of  age,  he  then  came  to 
Burlington,  arriving  in  this  city  April  1,  1872, 
where  his  first  employment  was  as  a  clerk  in  the 
freight  office  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  Co.,  and 
after  remaining  there  for  one  year  he  then  entered 
the  Union  ticket  office  as  assistant,  April  1,  1873, 
continuing  in  that  position  for  two  3'ears,  when  he 
w.as  promoted  to  Agent,  and  has  held  that  position 
continuously  since. 

On  the  2!)th  of  July.  1868,  at  Belleville,  N.  Y., 
Mr.  Cleghorn  wedded  Miss  Dora  Hall,  of  that  citj'. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them,  both  daughters: 
Gr.ace,  now  aged  seventeen,  and  May,  aged  eleven. 
Mr.  Cleghorn  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  civic 
societies,  and  has  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first 
Knight  of  Pythias  initiated  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
his  initiation  taking  place  in  the  Star  of  the  West 
Lodge,  No.  1,  K.  of  P.,  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  Flint  Hills  Lodge, No.  39,  K.  of 
P.,  of  Burlington,  and  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  that  institution.  He  is  also  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity;  belongs  to  Malta 
Lodge,  No.  318,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  to  Iowa  Chapter 
No.  7,  R.  A.  M.,  and  St.  Omer  Commanderj',  No.  15, 
K.  T.  all  of  Burlington,  Iowa.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Shokoquon  Club,  is  now  its 
President,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Burling- 
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ton  Boiiting  Association,  has  l)cen  its  President 
tlnee  times,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee.  IMr.  Clegliorn  has  made  a  popular 
ticket  agent  and  has  won  hosts  of  friends  liy  his 
courteous  manner  and  prompt  discharge  of  dulj'. 
lie  has  done  much  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
several  societies  to  wiiich  he  belongs,  and  is  an  ac- 
knowledged favorite  in  social  circles. 


THEODORE  W.  BARHYDT,  President  of  the 
Merchants  National  Bank,  of  Burlington. 
'&{'  President  of  the  Burlington  &  Western  Rail- 
road Company,  and  of  the  Burlington  &  North- 
western Railroad  Company,  senior  partner  of  the 
firm  of  T.  W.  Barhj'dt  &  Co.,  wholesale  dealers  in 
boots  and  shoes,  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  II.  A. 
Brown  &  Co..  retail  dealers  in  boots  and  shoes,  all 
of  Burlington,  is  a  native  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  but  was 
reared  in  Schenectadj^  N.  Y.  He  w.as  born  April 
10,  l»35,and  is  the  son  of  Nicholas  and  Phtclie  H. 
(Gardner)  Barhydt.  His  ancestors  were  of  the  old 
Knickerbockers,  the  sturdy  Holland  emigrants,  who 
peopled  the  valley'  of  the  Hudson  in  tlie  early  da3-s 
of  American  civilization.  They  were  among  the 
wealthy  and  influential  citizens  of  their  day,  and 
bravely  bore  their  part  in  the  wars  of  the  Colonies, 
and  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  in  active  service  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  and  served  as  Quartermaster  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  Barhydt  family  was  founded 
in  New  York  b}'  two  Holland  emigrants  of  that 
name,  Jeronimus  Hans  and  Andreas  Hans  Barhydt, 
in  the  year  1GG5,  who  settled  at  what  was  then 
known  as  Coxsackie,  on  the  Hudson  River.  Our 
subject  traces  his  descent  directly  from  the  former. 
His  father  was  born  in  1813,  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  in  Schenectad3',and 
died  in  1851. 

Theodore  received  an  .academic  education  at  the 
Ljceum  Academy  of  his  native  city,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eleanor  Christiancey,  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Maria  (Vedder)  Christiancey.  Mrs.  Barhydt 
was  born  in  Schenectad3-,  N.  Y.  Her  people  were 
also  of  Holland  descent  and  were  old  and  well- 
known  residents  of  that  region.    Shortly  after  their 


marriage,  in  March,  1855.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barhj'dt 
came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he  secured  employ- 
ment in  the  postal  service,  first  as  clerk  and  after- 
ward as  Assistant  Postmaster.  In  the  s|)ring  of  1859 
he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  which  he 
conducted  with  such  marked  success  that  in  I  8G0  he 
established  a  wholesale  house  in  the  same  line,  and 
built  up  a  large  and  prosperous  business.  Of  late 
j'cai-s  his  banking  and  other  imijorlant  business  con- 
nections have  occupied  his  time  so  fully  that  tlie 
management  of  the  boot  and  shoe  business  virtually 
devolved  upon  his  partner,  Mr.  H.  A.  l?rown.  The 
retail  business  is  conducted  under  the  lirm  name  of 
H.  A.  Brown  <fe  Co.,  and  the  wholesale  house  is  T. 
W.  Barhydt  &  Co.  Both  are  extensive  establish- 
ments of  their  kind.  In  1801  Mr.  Barhydt  began 
banking  in  a  private  way,  gradually'  increasing  his 
business  until  1  .s70,  when  he  secured  the  co-opera- 
tion of  other  capitalists  and  organized  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank,  of  Burlington,  now  one  of  the  most 
important  banking  institutions  of  the  State.  He  was 
chosen  first  President  of  the  bank,  and  has  been  re- 
elected to  the  same  position  each  succeeding  year, 
and  is  now  serving  his  nineteenth  terra.  He  be- 
came interested  in  the  building  of  Iowa  railroads, 
and  for  several  years  was  a  director  and  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  ii  Northern  and  Burlington  <k  Missouri  River 
Railroad.  He  is  now  President  of  the  Burlington  & 
Western  and  of  the  Burlington  <fe  Northwestern 
Railroad  Companies.  Of  the  former  he  has  been 
President  since  its  organization,  and  of  the  latter 
for  the  past  eight  years. 

Mr.  Barhydt  is  largely  interested  in  real  estate  in 
Burlington,  and  is  the  proprietor  of  several  fine 
business  buildings,  including  two  of  the  finest  l)locks 
in  the  city,  the  hotel  Duncan  and  the  southwest  cor- 
ner block  of  Main  and  Jefferson  streets.  By  his 
enterprise  and  energy  he  has  caused  these  substan- 
tial ini|)rovements  to  be  made,  and  is  entitled  to 
much  credit  for  the  share  he  li.as  had  in  improving 
and  developing  the  cit}'.  He  has  been  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
and  a  Director  and  Treasurer  of  the  Citj'  Water 
Company.  Mr.  Barhydt  was  one  of  several  promi- 
nent citizens  through  whose  exertions  the  Burling- 
ton  Water   Works  were  established.     In  fact,  Mr. 
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Barh3(lt  has  been  identified  with  the  principal  noble 
enterprises  of  the  fity.  and  has  always  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  every  project  calculated  to  benefit  and 
increase  its  business  advantages.  He  is  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason,  a  member  of  Des  Moines  Lodge, 
No.  1,  A.  F.  (fe  A.  M.,  of  Iowa  Chapter.  No.  1,  R. 
A.  M.,and  of  !St.  Omer  Coinmandery,  No.  15.  K.  T. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barhydt  are  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  denomination  Mr. 
Barhydt's  parents  were  consistent  members.  Mr. 
Barhydt  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  has  been  too 
closely  confined  to  business  pursuits  to  desire  or  ac- 
cept public  office.  Business  is  his  natural  element, 
and,  possessed  of  superior  executive  and  financial 
ability,  he  has  avoided  the  numerous  quicksands  of 
speculation,  in  which  so  many  mercantile  fortunes 
are  sunk,  and  has  steadily  accumulated  a  large  and 
valuable  property,  and  acquired  the  reputation  of 
an  enterprising,  upright  and  honorable  man. 

On  the  preceiling  page  is  an  excellent  portrait  of 
Mr.  Barhydt.  engraved  by  Samuel  Sartain,  who 
stands  at  the  head  of  his  profession  as  a  steel  en- 
graver. 
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^^  LFKEU    CLARKE,  one  of  the  early   pio- 
neers of  Des  Moines  County,  was  a  native 
of   Massachusetts,   where   he  was    born  in 
1^  1806.     He  was  a  descendant  of  an  old  En- 

glish family  who  came  to  America  before  the  Revo- 
lutionary days.  He  received  a  liberal  education 
when  young,  and  later  attended  Amherst  College, 
where  he  took  a  thorough  theological  course  pre- 
l)aratory  to  entering  the  minisUy  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  but  for  some  reason  did  not  carry 
out  his  original  intention,  going  when  a  j'oung  man 
to  New  York  City  and  engaging  in  mercantile 
business.  He  w.as  for  some  years  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  VYemple  &  Clarke,  wholesale  dry -goods  and 
carpets.  Meeting  with  reverses  in  business  in  that 
city  and  being  forced  to  succumb  to  the  financial 
pressure,  he  then  went  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  when  he 
again  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business. 

While  in  business  at  Louisville,  Mr.  Clarke  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Hawkins,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Dec. 
11,  1834.     In    1837  he  left  that  place  and  came  to 
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Burlington,  when  this  city  was  a  mere  hamlet;  soon 
after  his  arrival  he  entered  land  in  Danville  Town- 
ship, and  was  among  tiie  first  families  in  that  Ijcal- 
itj'.  After  a  residence  of  about  nine  j'ears  he 
moved  into  Burlington  and  engaged  in  the  milling 
.and  mercantile  business,  which  he  followed  till  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  March,  1855, 
leaving  a  widow  and  four  children.  Mrs.  Clarke  is 
still  living  (in  1  888)  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Of  the  four  children  three  still  survive:  Helen,  the 
eldest,  is  now  Mrs.  N.  Fullerton,  of  Burlington; 
William  A.  is  a  druggist  of  Stone  Fort.  111. ;  and 
Abigail,  now  Mrs.  McLun,  of  Moundsville,  W.  V.a. 
Mr.  Clarke  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  a  public- 
spirited,  enterprising  man,  who  was  widely'  and 
favorably'  known  and  res|>ected  for  his  honest,  up- 
right character. 


--#^ 


GEORGE  H.  C.  BATCHELOR,  Secretary  of 
II  <^w)  ^^^  Burlington  Wire  Mattress  Company,  of 
'^^J  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Plymouth, 
Devonshire,  England,  on  the  5th  of  May,  184C,anil 
is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Annie  (Webber)  Batchelor, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Devonshire.  In  his 
native  England  oursubject  grew  to  manhood,  receiv- 
ing but  a  common-school  education,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of 
painter,  soon  becoming  a  first-cliiss  workman.  In 
18C6  he  emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Chicago, 
111.,  following  his  trade  for  .about  a  j'ear  and  a  half, 
when  he  was  .called  home  on  account  of  the  death 
of  his  mother. 

While  in  England  our  subject  w.as  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sophia  Burgoyne,  and  in  1868  the 
young  couple  crossed  the  Atlantic,  making  their 
home  in  Chicago  for  ten  j'ears,  when  they  removed 
to  Burlington.  On  account  of  failing  health  Mr. 
Batchelor  had  to  abandon  his  business,  and  while  in 
Chicago  purchased  the  right  to  m.ake  the  machines 
of  the  wire  m.attress  in  Iowa  and  Kansas,  and  to 
have  full  control  of  the  territory.  Not  having 
monej'  sufficient  to  start  the  business  he  visited 
several  of  the  wealthy  men  of  Burlington,  but  could 
obtain  no  financial  aid,  and  finall}',  renting  a  small 
building  he  set  up   in   business  for  himself.     The 
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plan  of  operations  was  to  make  a  few  mattresses, 
strirt  out  and  sell  them,  in  the  meantime  taking  more 
orders,  and  traveling  from  town  to  town  on  foot. 
By  perseverance  and  untiring  zeal  he  worked  on, 
surmounting  all  difficulties,  overcoming  all  ob- 
stacles, and  from  the  little  stock  in  trade  has  grown 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  business  interests  in  the 
city. 

Mr.  Batchelor  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  1,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
also  a  member  of  Iowa  Chapter,  No.  1.  R.  A.  M. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  entirely  with- 
out his  solicitations  the  people  of  the  county  showed 
their  ap|)reeiation  of  his  worth  and  ch.aracter  b^^ 
nominating  him  for  County  Treasurer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Batchelor  have  no  children  of  their  own  but 
have  one  adopted  daughter,  Mamie. 


-s>- 
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OBERT  LYNN,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
iKn\  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  32,  Flint 
/4i  W  River  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa, 
^p)was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
Dec.  6,  1821,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Hester 
(Thompson)  Lj'nn,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  four  of  that  number  now  deceased — Will- 
iam, Jacob,  George  and  David.  Those  living  are 
Margaret,  widow  of  Richard  Scott,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Ohio:  John,  a  retired  farmer  of  Wabash 
Count}',  Ind.;  our  subject,  who  is  third  in  order  of 
birth;  Matthew,  a  resident  farmer  of  Wabash 
County,  Ind. ;  James,  also  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  that  county ;  Francis  A.,  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter located  at  Wabash,  Ind.;  Susan  J.,  residing 
with  Matthew ;  Richai-d,  a  farmer  of  Decatur 
County,  Kan.  The  parents  of  these  children  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  settling  near  Rising  Sun,  and 
after  residing  there  for  two  years  went  to  Warren 
County,  Ohio.  They  made  that  their  home  for  ten 
years  and  then  once  more  removed,  going  to  Preble 
County.  In  that  county  the  earl}'  life  of  our  sub- 
ject was  spent.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  on  the  8th  of  March,  1 843, 
wedded  Miss  Mary  Freel,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Thatcher)  Freel.     The  }oung  couple   re- 


moved to  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  in  1843.  Mr. 
Lynn's  parents  also  became  residents  of  the  county, 
the}'  living  in  the  town  of  Wabash,  but  later  they 
removed  to  Carroll  County,  Ind.,  where  they  re- 
sided upon  a  farm.  Some  time  after  James  Lynn 
again  returned  to  the  former  county  on  account  C'f 
the  failing  health  of  his  son  Richard,  and  while 
there  was  taken  sick,  and  died  Jan.  5,  18C6.  John 
Lynn  was  born  Oct.  24,  1797.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  May  12,  1798,  survived  him  one  year,  dying 
March  13,  18G7,  and  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her 
husband  in  the  cemetery  near  Wab.ash. 

Robert  Lynn,  our  subject,  was  a  resident  of  Wa- 
bash County,  Ind.,  for  twenty  years.  During  this 
time,  on  the  22d  of  January,  1853,  Mrs.  Lynn,  who 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  P]piscopal 
Church,  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  She  was  the 
mother  of  three  children,  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters— James,  deceased;  P^lizabeth,  deceased;  and 
Susan  J.,  wife  of  Reuben  Reece,  a  merchant  of 
Penn,  Mich.  Mr.  Lynn  was  again  married,  Aug. 
4,  1853,  Mrs.  Rebecca  McGriff  becoming  his  wife. 
.She  was  born  Dee.  8,  1821,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Sutton)  Gard.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  two  sons  and  a  daughter: 
Levi,  residing  at  home ;  Robert  R.,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Meade  County,  Kan.;  Ellen,  wife  of  Henry  J. 
Beahrens,  a  lumber  merchant  of  Buffalo,  Mo.  By 
her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Lynn  w.as  the  mother  of  five 
children:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Huff,  a  livery- 
man of  Downs,  Kan.;  Rachel,  wife  of  Willam 
Fordyce,  an  express  agent  of  Wabash  County,  Ind. : 
Patrick,  a  member  of  the  89th  Indiana  Regiment, 
under  J.  J.  Smith,  is  a  resident  of  Monroe,  Iowa; 
Perry,  a  resident  farmer  of  Warren  County,  Iowa, 
was  also  a  member  of  the  89th  Indiana  Volunteers, 
and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill 
Martin,  a  farmer  of  Washington  County,  Kan. 

After  having  resided  in  Wabash  County,  Ind., 
for  twenty  years,  Mr.  Lynn  decided  to  remove  to 
Iowa,  and  took  up  his  residence  on  section  32, 
Flint  River  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  where 
he  has  a  most  excellent  farm.  Everything  about 
the  place  denotes  thrift  and  industry,  the  barns 
and  out-buildings  are  models  of  convenience,  all 
modern  improvements  have  been  made,  and  now 
176  acres  of  fine  land  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and 
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cultivation.  Mr.  aiifl  Mrs.  L.ynn  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church  for  forty- 
three  years.  They  give  liberally  for  all  Church 
work,  and  airier!  greatly  in  builrling  the  first  church 
in  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  where  Mr.  Lynn  was  num- 
bered as  the  fourth  resident  in  that  county,  lie 
has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  as  a  citizen  stands  second  to  none.  In 
all  public  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  commu- 
nity this  worthy  couple  are  always  ready  to  do  their 
share,  williugl}'  and  cheerfully  they  aid  those  in 
need,  and  are  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 


-vv>v  ^vtajzatS^^-g 
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D.  IIARVINGrON,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  31,  Washington  Township,  came  to 
Des  Moines  Count}',  Iowa,  in  1802,  purchas- 
ing eighty  acres  of  land,  which  was  then  un- 
impioved,  where  he  has  since  m.-ide  his  home.  The 
work  of  cidtivation  was  immediately  begun,  and  he 
at  one  time  owned  forty  more  acres,  but  subse- 
quently sold  it.  He  was  born  in  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  March  2(1,  1.S25,  and  is  a  son  of  Leonard  and 
Mary  (Dixon)  Ilarvington,  the  father  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  the  mother  of  Ireland.  Leonard  Ilarv- 
ington was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  killed 
by  a  falling  limb  of  a  tree.  His  widow  came  to 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  with  our  subject,  with 
whom  she  resided  until  her  death,  which  occurred 
Nov.  1,  1869.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1851,  Mr.  Harvington 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Elizabeth  Chapman, 
of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  Jan.  15, 
1830,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Bojnton  and  .Sabina 
(Pennell)  Chapman,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  the  latter  of  New  Jersey.  They  resided 
in  New  York,  and  Mrs.  Harvington  was  their  only 
child,  but  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Chap- 
man was  again  married,  and  two  children  were  born 
of  the  union.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvington  have 
been  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Agnes,  who  is  now 
a  student,  a  young  lady  of  much  promise.  Our 
subject  had  learned  the  tailor's  trade  in  his  j'onth, 
and  followed  that  vocation  until  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county.     Politically,   he  afliliates  with 
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the  Democratic  party.  Himself  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  everyone 
who  knows  this  worthy  couple  recognizes  in  them 
the  elements  of  true  Christian  people. 


\T/  AMONTE  COWLES,  attorney  at  law,  Par- 
I  (?S,  sous  Block,  Bui  lington, Iowa,  and  son  of  Rev. 
jJ'-^  W.  F.  and  Marie  E.  (LaMonte)  Cowles,  was 
born  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  Sept.  30,  1859,  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  and  graduaterl  in  class  of  1879.  He  spent 
four  years  in  Nt;braska  and  Colora<lo  in  the  employ 
of  the  Union  Pacific  and  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  Companies  as  civil  engineer.  Re- 
turning to  Iowa  he  made  his  home  at  Burlington, 
where  he  studied  law  in  the  ofHue  of  Judge  J.  C. 
Power,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1884. 
Remaining  a  short  time  with  his  preceptor  after 
being  admitted  to  practice,  Mr.  Cowles  then  formed 
a  law  partnership  with  C.  B.  Jack,  that  connection 
continuing  till  Mr.  Jack  removed  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  a  year  and  a  half  later,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  alone  in  practice. 

Mr.  Cowles  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Burlington.  He  is  working  up  a  good  practice  and 
is  recognized  as  a  rising  member  of  the  bar.  He 
was  married,  at  Burlington,  in  1885,  to  Miss  Hattie 
Kane,  daughter  of  Alexander  Kane,  and  a  native 
of  Burlington.  They  have  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Ethel,  born  Oct.  21,  1887. 


-^<§5»^yf*if -«5cw 


ELIAS  PRICKETT,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
residing  on  section  31,  W.ashington  Town- 
ship, came  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  iu 
1865  and  purchased  the  quarter-section  of  land  upon 
which  he  yet  resides.  At  that  time  the  land  was 
only  parti}'  improved,  but  he  immediately  began 
the  work  of  cultivation,  has  erected  a  good  house 
and  barn  and  has  a  mile  and  a  half  of  hedge  fence. 
The  farm  is  one  of  the  most  pleasanti}'  situated  in 
the  township  and  ever^'thing  about  the  pl.ace  de- 
notes the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 
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Mr.  Priekett  was  boni  in  Bond  County,  111..  Dec. 
23,  1831.  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Jane  (Lee) 
Prii^kett.  the  former  a  native  of  Georgia  of  Scotcb- 
Iriisb  origin,  and  tbe  Latter  of  Oliio,  born  of  Ger- 
man jiarentage.  One  of  Mrs.  Prickett's  brotiiers, 
Joiin  Lee.  was  a  soldier  in  the  Blaok  Hawk  War. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married,  having 
nine  children  by  his  first  union  and  seven  by  the 
second.  He  and  his  wife  were  pioneers  of  Bond 
County,  III.,  where  thej'  resideil  for  some  time  and 
then  became  residents  of  Iowa,  settling  in  Henry 
County. 

When  tiie  Civil  War  broke  out,  our  subject  en- 
listed in  Comi)any  E,  1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  for 
three  years  gallantly  fought  in  defense  of  the  old 
flag  that  now  floats  so  proudly  over  our  nation.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  battle 
of  Little  Missouri,  Prairie  de  Arm,  Jenkins  Ferry, 
Clear  Creek,  and  numerous  other  skirmishes,  receiv- 
ing his  discharge  Sept.  9,  1864.  In  December  of 
the  following  year  he  w.as  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Caroline  Martin,  of  Des  Moines  County,  a 
daughter  of  James  Martin,  wjio  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  this  county,  but  originall}"  a  resident 
of  Ohio.  No  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Priekett.  This  worthy  couple  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  he  is 
a  member  of  the  New  London  Post.  G.  A.  R.  In 
his  political  views,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  one  of 
the  well-informed  and  progressive  farmers  of  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa. 

_ .^-.^ ^ 


|^,OBERT  STEWART,  deceased,  one  of  the 
jljs^  pioneers  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was 
/fc'*  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  5, 
^^1814,  and  in  his  native  State  he  resided 
until  eighteen  j'ears  of  age,  when  he  removed  to 
Columbus,  Ohio,  there  engaging  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness. While  in  that  city,  in  1838,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Celinda  Esterd.ay,  who  was  a 
native  of  Franklin  County.  Ohio,  born  on  the  28th 
of  September,  1815.  Two  years  later  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Burlington,  and 
shortly  after  his  arrival  in  that  cit}'  entered  into  a 
partnership  with   Frink    &   Walker  in    the  staging 


business,  in  which  pursuit  he  was  engaged  several 
years,  when  he  sold  out  his  interest,  and  established 
a  livery  stable,  continuing  in  that  business  until 
180(5.  at  the  same  time  running  the  stage  line  from 
Ft.  Madison  to  Clifton,  Iowa.  In  186G  he  sold  out 
his  liver}^  business  and  retired  from  active  life. 

Seven  children  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stewart,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living — Mrs.  Mary 
J.  Fear,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Chamberlain  and  Mrs.  O.  A. 
AVyman.  Those  deceased  are  Josephine  V.,  John 
R.,  Robert  A.  and  Harry  G.  Mr.  Stewart  was  one 
the  first  residents  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  At 
the  time  Mr.  Stewart  became  one  of  its  citizens,  the 
now  pros[)erous  city  of  Burlington  was  but  a  vill.age, 
the  prairies  were  wild  and  uncultivated,  the  red 
man  might  often  be  seen  and  all  kinds  of  wild  game 
abounded.  Being  of  an  energetic  nature,  he  was 
always  in  the  front  rank  of  all  public  enterpi'ises 
and  aided  largely  in  the  development  and  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  count}'. 


--♦'I'i'l'; '!■♦«- 


^^ETER   SCHMITT,    a   retired    farmer    and 
'■'  stock-raiser,  residing  at  6  10  South  Twelfth 


street,  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  the 
kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  Feb.  2i 
1809,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Barbara  (Betnah) 
Schmitt.  The  father  was  a  farmer  bj'  oeeui)ation 
and  lived  and  died  in  his  native  land.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schmitt  were  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
John,  deceased;  Stephen,  who  was  one  of  the  brave 
soldiers  in  the  war  between  France  and  Russia,  died 
in  his  native  land ;  Mar}',  wife  of  a  Mr.  Hartman, 
died  in  Germany,  and  he  with  the  children  came  to 
America,  and  while  en  route  for  Burlington,  the 
steamer  on  which  he  had  passage  was  blown  up  and 
he  was  killed  in  the  explosion;  Eva,  became  the 
wife  of  Henry  Stichewa,  and  they  both  died  in  their 
native  land,  leaving  two  children  ;  Martha,  deceased ; 
Mary  A.,  wife  of  Benedict  Emery,  was  the  only  one 
of  the  family,  besides  our  subject,  who  came  to 
America,  she  locating  in  Jackson  Count}',  Ind.,  and 
there  died. 

The  early  life  of  Peter  Schmitt  was  spent  in  his 
iiiitive  land.  According  to  their  laws,  which  re- 
quire that  each  child  shall  begin  school  at  the  age 
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of  seven  nnd  pay  two  cents  for  ever}'  day  absent, 
he  commenced  his  education  at  that  age,  continuing 
his  school  life  for  seven  years,  when  he  began  work- 
ing upon  his  father's  farm.  After  tiie  death  of  his 
mother  occurred,  the  father  divided  the  property 
among  the  children,  but  Peter  rented  his  share  to 
his  brother-in-law,  he  hiring  out  for  $40  per  year. 
He  engaged  with  one  man  for  two  years  and  with 
another  for  one  year,  and  then  returned  home,  re- 
maining until  1832,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mar}-  Staubb,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet Staubb.  After  his  marriage,  he  engaged  in 
farmingand  grain-dealing  until  183G,  when  he  bade 
good-by  to  his  old  home,  and  with  his  young  wife 
and  two  children  set  sail  for  America.  His  sister 
Mar}',  having  come  to  this  country  in  1834,  sent 
back  glowing  descriptions  of  the  New  World,  and 
hence  his  desire  to  try  his  fortune  in  our  free  coun- 
try. While  crossing  the  ocean  one  of  the  little 
ones  died  and  was  buried  in  the  Atlantic,  and  while 
upon  that  voyage  their  son  Benjamin  was  born  in 
October,  1830.  He  is  now  a  farmer  in  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  and  the  daughter.  Mar}',  is  now  the 
wife  of  Henry  Scuddy,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Henry 
County.  The  voyage  ended,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmitt 
landed  in  Baltimore,  and  from  there  proceeded  to 
Fredericktown,  Pa.,  went  by  team  across  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains  to  Wheeling,  Va.,  and  there  took 
boat  for  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  his  sister  was  re- 
siding. While  making  the  trip,  the  boat  was  frozen 
up  for  eight  or  ten  days,  but  at  length  they  reached 
their  destination.  On  the  next  day  Mr.  Schmitt 
began  working  in  a  packing-house  at  $1.50  per  d.ay, 
though  most  of  the  employes  received  but  $1.2.5. 
He  was  engaged  in  that  business  until  the  spring  of 
1837,  when  he  rented  a  farm  near  Cincinnati,  and 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for  two  and  a  half  years 
or  until  the  winter  of  1839,  when  he  sold  out  and 
came  by  team  to  Iowa.  He  crossed  the  river  to 
Burlington  and  from  there  went  to  New  London. 
With  much  difficulty  a  house  was  secured  as  a  shel- 
ter during  the  night,  and  the  next  morning  Mr. 
Schmitt  started  out  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
clapboards  to  floor  an  old  cabin,  in  which  the  fam- 
ily passed  the  winter.  The  following  spring  a  farm 
w.<is  purchased  of  a  Mr.  Pearson  and  was  cultivated 
for  one  year,  though  the  following  year  he  began 


working  by  the  month  for  $14.  In  1842,  a  farm  of 
100  acres  was  purchased  in  Union  Township,  for 
$600,  npon  which  the  family  resided  for  one  year, 
it  then  being  sold  f<3r  $1,250. 

Deciding  to  return  to  Ohio,  but  not  finding 
matters  as  satisfactory  as  he  had  anticipated,  Mr. 
Schmitt  once  more  came  to  Des  Moines  County, 
and  again  purchased  land.  110  acres  in  Union  Town- 
ship, residing  upon  this  land  for  two  years.  Wish- 
ing to  engage  in  mercantile  jjursuits,  he  went  to 
Keosauqua  and  opened  a  general  merchandise  store, 
but  after  operating  it  for  about  eighteen  months, 
sold  out  and  once  more  resumed  his  occupation  of 
farming.  He  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  upon 
which  he  resided  until  1850,  when  he  made  a  trip  to 
California,  taking  with  him  his  eldest  son,  and  while 
there  he  kept  a  provision  store  and  followed  freight- 
ing for  about  eighteen  months,  and  in  1852  was 
again  in  Burlington.  .Stnrting  for  San  P'raneisco, 
seventy-five  days  were  consumed  in  making  the 
trip,  the  vessel  not  being  able  to  navigate  on  ac- 
count of  a  calm.  Not  anticipating  such  a  long  trip, 
provisions  gave  out  and  starvation  was  threatened. 
They  were  in  a  fog  for  sixteen  days,  but  at  length 
reached  Panama,  and  crossing  the  Isthmus,  landed 
in  New  Orleans,  where  he  exchanged  his  gold  dust 
for  money.  After  arriving  in  Des  Moines  County, 
he  purchased  320  acres  of  land,  making  that  his 
home  for  twelve  years,  when  he  made  a  trip  to 
Montana,  where  he  bought  and  sold  cattle,  making 
quite  a  sura  of  money  out  of  his  investment.  In 
1865  Mr.  Schmitt  returned  and  went  to  Lewis 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  purchased  860  acres  of  land 
for  his  two  sons,  Peter.  Jr.,  having  400  acres  and 
Stephen  owning  560,  all  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation, and  these  farms  are  among  the  finest  of  the 
county.  Benedict,  his  eldest  son,  and  Andrew,  the 
youngest  son,  are  both  successful  farmers  in  Union 
Township,  Des  Moines  County,  two  miles  from 
Burlington. 

After  the  children  were  all  married  and  this 
worthy  couple  were  once  more  alone,  they  decided 
to  make  Burlington  their  home,  and  in  1867  Mr_ 
Schmitt  retiied  from  active  life  and  has  since  lived 
in  the  city.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
August,  1876.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church.      In   December,    1878,    Mr.    Schmitt    was 
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again  niairied,  Mrs.  Jane  Winflelcl,  widow  of  Sam- 
uel Winfielcl,  becoming  bis  wife.  She  is  a  native 
of  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  and  a  daughter  of  Josiah 
Wilson.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
his  wife  of  the  Presbyterian.  Mr.  Schmitt,  politi- 
cally, is  a  liberal  Democrat,  believing  in  casting  his 
ballot  for  the  best  man  for  the  office.  As  a  pioneer 
and  a  worthy  citizen,  ho  receives  the  respect  and 
admiration  due  him  from  all. 


(|       l»ILLIAM  H.  THOMPSON,    a   farmer 

\/\j//     auctioneer,  residing  on  section  26,  Ye 

V!^^     Spring   Township,    is  a  native  of  Faj 


•  ILLIAM  H.  THOMPSON,    a   farmer  and 

fellow 
Fayette 

County,  Ind.,  born  Sept.  8,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  M.  and  Mary  N.  (Garrell)  Thompson,  the 
former  a  native  of  Indiana,  the  latter  of  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.  The  family  is  of  Irish  descent,  the 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Thompson,  being  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland.  Thomas  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  his 
earlier  years,  but  later  became  a  minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  continued  to 
preach  the  Gospel  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  Decemlier,  1855,  at  the  age  of  forty -seven  years. 
His  wife,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  died  in  1884,  aged  sixtj^-four 
years.  They  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Loper,  of  Huron  Township,  Des  Moines  County ; 
our  subject;  Caroline,  residing  in  Decatur  County, 
Iowa,  is  the  widow  of  Warren  T.  Hand;  Milton,  a 
resident  of  Osceola,  Iowa;  and  Sarah,  wife  of 
Thomas  E.  Cogswell,  of  Yellow  Spring  Township. 
In  1844  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  came  to  Des 
Moines  County,  settling  near  Dodgeville,  Franklin 
Township,  where  the  father  rented  a  farm  for  two 
years;  later  he  purchased  eigiity  acres  of  land  in 
Huron  Township,  but  in  1849  removed  to  Keokuk 
County,  Iowa,  making  that  their  home  for  the  suc- 
ceeding two  years.  Their  next  place  of  residence 
was  in  Jefferson  County,  Iowa,  where  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-seven. 

Our  sul)ject  first  came  to  Des  Moines  County'  in 
1 844,  and  here  resided  for  five  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  removed  with   his  parents,  but  in 


1852  he  returned,  engaging  as  a  farm  hand  until 
Aug.  10,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
14th  Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  three  years  and 
forty-one  days  as  a  Corporal,  and  participated  in  the 
following  battles:  Ft.  Donelson,  Tupelo,  the  Red 
River  expedition,  Pleasant  Hill,  Old  Oaks  and  Chu- 
fallo  Bayou.  The  regiment  next  went  to  Vicksburg, 
where  they  participated  in  the  second  Jackson  cam- 
paign. Mr.  Thompson  took  part  in  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  (or  Pittsburgh 
Landing),  and  confined  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  later  at 
JNIontgomery,  then  at  Macon,  Ga.,  and  next  in  the 
Libby  Prison,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  where  he  was  pa- 
roled, and  when  exchanged  again  entered  active 
service.  He  was  mustered  out  in  November,  1864, 
at  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Returning  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Thompson  again  engaged  as  a  farm  hand  for  one 
year,  and  on  the  3d  of  January,  1867,  was  uuited 
in  marriage  with  Delanah  A.  Miller,  a  native  of  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  and  by  that  union  two  chil- 
dren were  born — Olive  and  Franklin,  both  of  whom 
died  in  childhood.  The  death  of  the  mother  oc- 
curred Aug.  15,  1870,  at  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
and  Mr.  Thompson  was  again  married,  June  29, 
1871,  to  Martha  E.  Lee,  a  native  of  this  count}', 
and  a  daughter  of  Robert  Vi'.  Lee,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere.  By  this  second  marriage  there 
are  also  two  children — Talitha  R.  and  Minnie  A. 
Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Thompson  has  resided  on 
section  26  of  Yellow  Spring  Township,  where  he 
owns  forty  acres  of  land.  He  held  the  office  of 
Constable  for  six  years  in  his  township;  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  politically,  is  a  Democrat. 
For  the  past  nine  years  Mr.  Thompson  has  followed 
the  occupation  of  an  auctioneer,  and  as  such  is  well 
known  throughout  Des  Moines,  Louisa  and  Henry 
Counties. 


^1^5)  VAN  EVANS,  one  of   the  pioneers  of    Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Carding- 

^1  hamshire,  Wales,  Aug.   12,  1806,  and    is  a 

son  of  AVilliam  and  Ann  Evans,  the  former  born  in 
1782,  the  latter  in  1784.  They  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, landing  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  in  1818,  remaining 
there  a  short  time  and  later  removing  to  Winchester, 


-•► 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


493 


Va.  In  1829  they  again  took  up  the  line  of  march 
westward,  settling  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  subse- 
quently going  to  Fountain  County,  Ind.  Mr.  Evans 
was  a  practical  carpenter  and  joiner,  following  the 
trade  for  many  years.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans,  namely:  Hannah,  wife  of 
Peter  McBride,  died  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.; 
Evan,  our  subject;  Jane,  wife  of  Is.aac  Patton,  also 
died  in  Fountain  Count}',  Ind.;  Morgan  died  in 
Burlington,  where  he  had  settled  in  1842;  Mary 
wedded  Mr.  McKeister.  and  died  in  Iroquois  Count}', 
111.;  Joseph,  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  Count}',  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War;  John  settled  in  the 
South,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  army, 
and  died  in  Summit,  Miss. ;  William,  wlio  was  liilled 
liy  a  falling  tree  in  Indiana,  and  David,  who  died 
when  a  year  and  a  h.alf  old.  The  pai'ents  were  mem-. 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Cluirch,  and  were  noted  for 
their  honesty  and  fair  dealing.  The  liusband  died 
in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1847,  and  his  wife 
subsequently  removed  to  Burlington,  making  her 
home  witli  iier  son  Evan,  where  she  died  in  1867. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  only 
eighteen  months,  but,  being  of  a  stutlious  nature, 
he  fitted  himself  for  his  life's  work  by  a  close  appli- 
cation to  such  books  as  he  could  obtain,  becoming 
very  proficient  in  mathematics.  He  came  witli  liis 
parents  to  America,  here  learning  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter.  From  V^irginia,  where  his  father  first 
settled,  he  went  to  near  D.iyton,  where  he  assisted 
in  building  a  large  mill.  In  1832  he  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati. Ohio,  but  the  cholera  breaking  out  he  left 
for  Mason  County.  Ky.  In  that  place  he  became 
acquainted  witli  and  married,  Jan.  8,  1833,  Susan 
David,  wlio  w.as  born  iu  Wiishington,  Madisou  Co.) 
Ky.,  Jan.  2G.  1811.  In  1838  Mr.  Ev.ins  came  to 
Burlington,  where  he  started  the  first  lumber-yard 
in  the  county,  continuing  tliis  l)usiness  until  1859, 
and  accumulating  a  comfortable  property.  In  Au- 
gust, 1839,  ills  wife  died,  and  he  there  married,  in 
April,  1841,  Rebecca  O'Neil,  a  native  of  Washing- 
ton, Ky.,  born  Sept.  3,  1813.  After  a  married  life 
of  about  six  montiis  his  second  wife  died,  and  he 
married  liis  present  wife,  Marcli  6,  1844,  wlio  was 
Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Bennett.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Iliram  C.  Bennett,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this 
work.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  are  the  parents  of  four 


children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Mildred  A., 
wife  of  Charles  Charaberland,  of  Burlington;  Ida, 
wife  of  N.  N.  Young,  of  Creston,  Iowa;  and  Jen- 
nie B.     William,  the  second  child,  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Evans  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  first  Masonic  lodge  of  Burlington,  and  is 
still  actively  interested  in  the  order.  He  hns  done 
much  for  Burlington,  erecting  one  of  the  largest 
buildings  in  the  city,  though  to  him  it  was  a  loss 
of  §20,000.  He  is  noted  for  his  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity, and  receives  the  highest  respect  from  all. 


'vi?  AMES  TAYLOR,  one  of  the  prominent  pio- 
I  neers  of  Des  Moines  County,  settling  in  Bur- 
^.^^  I  lington  in  1838,  was  born  near  Belfast,  Ire- 
(^^^  land,  in  1812,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  land.  In  1832  he  was  united  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Lutitia  Wightman,  and  the  following 
year  the  young  couple  bade  good-bye  to  their  kin- 
dred, friends  and  the  Emerald  Isle,  cn)ssed  the  blue 
Atlantic  in  a  sailing  :vessel  and  took  up  their  resi- 
dence at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  our  subject  had  a 
brother  living.  Mr.  Taylor  began  working  as  a 
stonemason,  following  that  trade  for  many  years, 
when  failing  health  caused  him  to  abandon  it.  De- 
ciding to  go  West,  became  to  Iowa  in  1  838,  settling 
in  Burlington,  which  was  then  known  as  Flint  Hills. 
Mr.  Taylor  has  always  been  a  hard-working  man, 
and  many  of  the  leading  buildings  in  Burlington 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  efficient  skill  and  labor. 

A  great  admirer  of  the  principles  advocated  by 
Henry  C'l.ay,  Mr.  T.iylor  in  early  life  affiliated  with 
the  Whig  party,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  enlisted  in  its  rankj,  and  has  since 
continued  to  fight  under  its  Ijanner. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ta}lor  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  one  son  and  two 
daughters — William  II.,  now  residing  in  Calistoga, 
Napa  Co.,  Cal. ;  Sarah  and  Mary  A.,  still  inmates 
of  the  paternal  home.  Those  deceased  are  Robert, 
Sarah  Jane,  James,  Mary  Ann  and  Rachel.  The 
death  of  Mrs.  Taylor  occurred  in  California,  while 
on  a  visit  to  her  son.     She  was  a  good  wife,  a  kind 


■<^ 


494 


DE8  MOINES  COUNTY. 


and  indulgent  mother  and  a  life-long  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chiuxii.  The  husband,  too,  is 
also  a  member  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  now  nearly'  seventy-four  3'C'ars  old,  his  life's 
work  nearly  ended,  his  life's  journey  almost  com- 
pleted, and  he  is  only  waiting  the  call  of  his  Master 
to  cross  the  river  and  meet  his  wife  and  children  in 
that  better  land.  He  has  witnessed  almost  the  en- 
tire settlement  of  the  county,  all  its  wortlij'  enter- 
prises have  found  in  him  a  ready  supporter,  and  the 
respect  due  him  is  extended  bj'  all. 


NDERSON  ORCHARD.  Prominent  among 
the  farmers  of  Washington  Township,  Des 

I    iti    Moines    Co.,   Towa,   is  the  subject  of    this 
SJ^  sketcli,  who  is  a  pioneer  of  185.3.     He  was 

formerly  a  farmer  of  Brown  County,  111.,  and  was 
born  in  Madison  Count.y.  K}'.,  in  1821.  His  par- 
ents, John  and  Annie  Orchard,  ivere  also  natives  of 
that  State  and  of  Scotch- Irish  origin.  The  father 
was  a  soldier  in  the  AV^ar  of  1812,  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  removed  to  Brown  County,  111.,  at 
an  early  day,  when  our  subject  was  but  ten  years 
old.  In  that  county  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  about  the  year  1848. 
The  mother  died  some  years  since. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marri.age  in  Brown 
County,  111.,  with  Caroline  Eraeick,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Rebecca  Emeick,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Kentucky  and  pioneers  of  Brown  County. 
In  the  year  1853  Mr.  Orchard  came  to  Des  Moines 
Count3',  Iowa,  and  purchased  100  acres  of  land  on 
section  29,  Washington  Township,  which  he  has 
greatly  improved.  He  has  subsequently  added 
forty  acres  to  his  original  purchase,  making  a  most 
valuable  farm  of  200  acres,  which  is  all  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  a  model  of  neat- 
ness. The  stock  on  this  farm  is  well  graded  and 
thoroughbred,  and  he  has  recently  bougiit  a  fine 
Clyde  horse  for  which  he  paid  $1,000.  I 

Mr.  Oichard   and  his   wife   are   members  of  the    ! 
Christian  Church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of 
Deacon.     He   attiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
has  served  as  Township  Trustee  and  also  held  other 
township  offices.     On  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orchard,  Provi- 


dence  has  certainly  smiled  ver}'  graciousl}'.  having 
given  them  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  five  sons 
and  nine  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  are 
a  credit  to  their  parents.  The  first  is  Columbia  J., 
who  became  the  wife  of  John  S.  Conklin;  Josephine, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Camilles  Burnett;  John  E. 
married  Belle  Miller,  but  after  a  short  married  life 
of  two  years  her  death  occurred,  and  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mollie  Deter;  Robert  became  the 
husband  of  Belle  Childs;  Mar}',  wife  of  Robert 
Oberman;  Joseph,  who  married  Levina  Williams: 
Lucinda,  wife  of  William  Patlock;  Augusta,  who 
wedded  Henry  Elliott;  Frank,  who  married  Belle 
Philips;  Ella,  who  married  Charles  James;  Belle, 
L^'dia,  Hugh  and  Edith,  at  home.  This  family 
record  we  predict  can  not  be  equaled  in  the  State  of 
Iowa. 

A  resident  of  Des  Moines  Countj'  for  almost  a 
half-century,  Mr.  Orchard  has  been  an  ej'e-witness 
of  the  vast  changes  that  have  been  made,  and  not 
only  that,  but  he  has  been  an  active  participant  in 
the  various  movements  resulting  in  the  change  from 
a  wilderness  to  one  of  the  most  productive,  and  the 
most  enlightened  State  in  the  Union.  All  honor  to 
him  and  to  his  amiable  wife  for  the  toils  and  sacri- 
fices necessarj"  to  bring  all  this  about. 

— ^>* o»o-(Sy^<\@..o«o.. S--— 

'■%<T/  S.  YOHE,  a  farmer  residing  on  section  10, 
@uM  Washington  Township,  is  a  pioneer  of  Des 
14^  Moines  County,  Iowa,  of  1861.  His  first 
purchase  of  hnd  in  this  county  consisted 
of  forty  acres  on  section  15,  of  the  same  township, 
which  he  greatly  improved.  He  afterward  sold  that 
tract  and  purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  10, 
which  he  has  put  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  upon  which  he  has  built  one  of  the  best  resi- 
dences in  the  township.  He  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Pa.,  June  6,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  Is;iac 
and  Elizabeth  (Stecher)  I'ohe,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  Tiie  paternal  grandfather  was  eight 
years  old  when  he  emigrated  from  Germany  to 
America,  and  several  of  his  sons  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutn)nary  War. 

Our  subject  is  the  sixth  son  and  the  seventh  child 
in  a  family  of  eleven  children.     His  opportunities 
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for  securing  an  erlucation  was  limited,  though  he 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county 
whenever  he  could  be  spared  from  the  farm.  Hav- 
ing a  great  desire  to  secure  an  education,  he  has 
been  a  constant  reader  all  his  life  and  a  close  ob- 
server of  facts  and  men.  Mr.  Yohe  learned  the 
trade  of  a  wagon-maker  and  machinist,  at  which  he 
worked  for  several  years,  having  a  number  of  men 
in  his  emploj'.  His  success  in  this  line  of  work  was 
quite  marked  in  his  native  State,  but  he  left  it  to 
be  a  pioneer  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Yohe  w.as  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Glovinia  Perry,  a  native  of 
Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  born  in  1828.  Her  parents, 
John  A.  and  .lane  (Eastep)  Perry,  vvere  also  natives 
of  that  State  and  of  Irish  and  German  origin.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Y''ohe  have  been  born  seven  children: 
J.  C.  E.,  who  married  Lizzie  .Jones;  Edna  G.,  who 
married  Henry  Selser;  Jennie,  who  became  the  wife 
of  J.  H.  Giffln;  Cecelia,  who  wedded  McCIoud 
Hayes;  Lizzie,  who  died  in  infancy;  Perry  and 
Harry,  yet  single  and  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Y^ohe  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Morning  Sun,  in  which  he  has 
held  various  oIHccs.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican 
and  has  been  Supervisor  of  the  county  for  two 
years.  Mr.  Yohe  is  a  citizen  in  every  wa}'  worthy 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 
By  his  integrity,  zeal  and  enthusiasm  as  a  true 
American,  he  has  done  a  great  deal  for  his  tovvn- 
sliip  and  county.  His  example  is  worthy  of  emula- 
tion by  any  young  man  who  has  an  ambition  to  be 
an  honored  citizen — "  not  great  but  good." 


-€^-l 


'\f?OHN  DARLING,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
best  known  citizens  of  Burlington  for  many 
years,  with  probably  more  friends  and  fewer 
(^^//  enemies  than  any  (»ther  man  in  the  place. 
He  was  a  native  of  Berwickshire,  Scotland,  born 
May  12,  1817,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  when  about  seven  years  of  age.  The  fam- 
ily settled  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  where  John  re- 
sided for  five  years,  going  thence  tu  Boston,  Mass., 
where  he  remained  five  years,  learning  the  drug 
business.    Leaving  Boston  at  the  expiration  of  that 


time,  he  went  to  Covington,  Kj-.,  where  he  clerked 
in  a  drug-store  for  two  years.  He  then  removed 
across  the  river,  clerking  in  a  store  in  Cincinnati 
for  a  year,  and  there  opened  a  drug  house  of  his 
own.  While  in  (jincinnati  he  was  very  successful 
in  accumulating  a  share  of  tliis  world's  goods,  and 
was  soon  able  to  erect  a  brick  block  and  open  a 
branch  store,  vvhich  was  equally  profitable.  In 
1842  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Cincinnati,  with 
Miss  C.  A.  Gillelt,  a  native  of  Hartford  County, 
Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Viola  (Tay- 
lor) Gillett,  also  natives  of  that  State.  Her  parents 
were  both  devoted  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  died  in  the  faith  at  Westfield,  Mass., 
to  which  place  they  had  removed  at  an  early  day. 

In  1857,  on  account  of  ill-health,  Mr.  Darling 
made  a  trip  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  was  so  well 
pleased  with  what  he  considered  the  future  pros- 
pects of  that  city,  that  in  the  fall  of  the  same  ^-ear 
he  removed  his  family  and  business  there,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  there  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred June  2.5, 1885.  On  his  arrival  in  Burlington 
he  opened  a  store  on  the  corner  of  Maple  and  South 
Eighth  streets,  which  he  stocked  with  drugs  ami 
groceries,  and  continued  in  business  at  that  point 
until  1875,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  nephew,  Will- 
iam S.  Darling,  and  J.  W.  Donahue,  and  ever  after- 
ward lived  a  retired  life. 

After  disposing  of  his  business  Mr.  Darling  took 
quite  an  extensive  tour  through  EMr(j|)e,  remaining 
abroad  six  months.  On  returning  lioine  he  took 
life  as  easily  as  circumstances  would  permit,  and 
enjo\ed  a  fair  state  of  health  until  the  s|)iiiig  of 
1881,  when  he  took  a  severe  cold,  which  settled 
upon  his  lungs,  and  developed  into  consumption, 
which  was  the  ultimate  cause  of  his  death.  Since 
early  childhood  he  had  been  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Congregational  Cliurcli,  being  one  of  its  Dea- 
cons until  the  last.  He  was  a  consistent  Christian, 
believing  with  all  his  heart  in  the  religion  so  beauti- 
fully illustrated  by  the  Savior  of  men.  The  first 
night  after  his  marriage  the  family- altar  was  erected, 
and  until  called  awa3-,  every  night  praj-er  and 
praise  were  offered  up,  and  the  loving  kindness  of 
our  Heavenly  Father  reinembered  and  acknowl- 
edged. The  last  afternoon  of  his  stay  upon  earth 
a  number  of  friends  called  to  pa }"  their  respects,  and 
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he  conversed  with  them  freely  and  cheerfully. 
Death  to  him  had  no  terrors,  for  he  knew  in  whom 
he  trusted.  The  day  preceding  his  death,  the  hour 
for  retiring  having  come,  he  had  his  household 
gathered  around  him,  and,  though  his  voice  was 
weak,  he  fervently  offered  up  his  prayer  to  the 
Giver  of  all  good.  Tlie  next  day  he  was  too  weak 
to  rise,  and  just  before  sunset  peacefully  breathed 
his  last,  having  during  the  afternoon  conversed 
with  his  friends  and  bade  them  farewell,  knowing 
that  his  last  hour  was  near.  His  pastor,  Rev.  Will- 
iam Salter,  his  relatives  and  friends  were  present, 
and  to  all  he  had  a  word  to  say,  and  at  the  last 
moment  quietly  passed  witliout  a  struggle  into  the 
higher  life. 

As  may  be  inferred,  the  work  of  the  Church  and 
the  good  of  his  fellowmen  was  that  in  which  he 
most  delighted.  The  temperance  cause,  which,  it 
maj'  well  be  said,  is  one  phase  of  Christian  work, 
was  dear  to  his  heart,  and  much  of  his  time  and 
means  were  given  to  rescuing  the  fallen  and  trj"- 
ing  to  save  others  from  falling.  Threats  of  saloon- 
keepers and  their  allies  did  not  deter  him  from 
pushing  on  in  the  work.  With  David  Leonard, 
and  others  of  that  noble  band  of  temperance  work- 
ers, he  did  not  hesitate  to  openly  express  his  views, 
and  advocate  them  as  the  opportunity  was  afforded 
him.  Mr.  Darling,  at  the  time  of  liis  death,  was  in 
good  circumstances  as  to  worldly  goods,  owning  a 
large  quantity  of  real  estate  in  different  sections  of 
liurlington,  together  with  considerable  personal 
property. 

Mrs.  Darling  is  jet  a  resident  of  Burlington,  and 
like  her  noble  husband,  her  life  has  been  devoted 
to  good  works.  A  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  Burlington,  she  has  ever  been  true  to 
her  profession,  and  for  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  her  Master  has  contributed  liberally,  and 
devoted  much  of  her  time.  The  temperance  work, 
so  zealously  prosecuted  bj'  her  husband,  finds  in 
her  a  true  friend  and  advocate,  and  although  at 
times  in  feeble  health,  and  never  verj'  robust,  she 
yet  works  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  one  much 
younger  in  years.  That  she  may  long  be  spared  to 
continue  her  good  works  is  the  earnest  prayer  of 
the  many  friends  who  know  and  love  her,  and  when 
the   time  comes   for   her    to   cross  the  dark  river. 


she  will  l)e  comforted,  not  alone  b}'  her  trust  in 
'•  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well,"  but  by  the  thought 
of  soon  rejoining  the  loved  husband  who  is  await- 
ing her  on  the  otiier  shore. 

A  portrait  of  John  Darling  appears  upon  a 
preceding  page,  and  all  will  agree  that  the  face  of  a 
better  man  is  not  shown  in  this  volume. 
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ILLIAM  AUGUTTA,  deceased,  one  of  the 
prominent  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Bedford, 
Bedfordshire,  England,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1828. 
and  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mavy  (Bonfield) 
Augutta.  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Bedford, 
where  the  father  died  at  a  very  advanced  age,  his 
death  occurring  prior  to  the  emigration  of  our  sub- 
ject to  America.  His  mother  died  after  his  coming 
to  this  country.  Our  subject  was  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  onlj'  two  of 
whom  are  living:  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Hague,  a 
resident  of  Bedford,  England ;  and  the  youngest 
sister,  now  Mrs.  B.  Stretham.  of  Sheffield,  England. 
The  familj'  were  all  members  of  the  Church  of 
England. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  his 
native  city,  where  he  received  his  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  was  apprenticed  to  the  barber's 
trade,  which  occupation  he  followed  in  his  native 
land  until  1848,  when  he  set  sail  for  America.  After 
a  long  and  tedious  voyage  of  six  weeks  Mr.  Augutta 
landed  in  New  York  Citj%  continuing  his  journey 
until  he  reached  Cincinnati,  where  for  a  short  time 
he  worked  at  his  trade.  He  again  took  up  his 
travels  toward  the  West,  reaching  Burlington  in 
October,  1848,  and  again  worked  at  his  trade.  His 
industry  and  his  upright  and  honorable  dealings  won 
for  him  the  confidence  of  all  his  patrons.  On  the 
19th  of  January,  1855,  the  marriage  of  AVilliam 
Augutta  and  Miss  Jane  Hayes  was  celebrated.  She 
was  born  in  Logan  County.  Ohio,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Sanuiel  and  Violet  (Watson)  Hayes,  tiie  father 
a  native  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  the  mother 
of  Logan  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayes  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Robert,  a  farmer  of 
Oro  Fino,  Cal. ;    Maggie,  wife  of  Henry  Rosier,  an 
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engineer  residing  at  Amboy,  111.;  und  Jane,  wife  of 
our  subject.  Mrs.  Augutta  came  with  her  father  to 
Burlington  in  1  841,  lirr  mother  having  died  when  she 
was  j'et  a  child.  After  her  marriage  Mr.  Hayes 
made  bis  liorae  with  his  daughter  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  October,  1«80,  in  Burlington. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episc(j[)al  Church. 
Although  being  slightly  lame,  Mr.  Augutta  while 
yet  a  lad  gave  evidence  of  the  pluck  and  energy 
which  made  his  after-life  successful.  He  was  one 
of  tlie  highly  respected  citizens  of  Burlington,  and 
his  townsmen  honored  him  b3'  electing  him  to  the 
office  of  City  Treasurer  in  18(36.  To  show  that  he 
served  his  trust  faithfully',  we  need  but  to  say  that 
he  was  again  and  again  reelected,  holding  the  posi- 
tion until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  29,  1872. 
His  energy,  industry  and  enterprise  were  marked 
traits  in  his  character,  and  by  these  he  was  enabled  to 
lay  up  a  comfortable  competence  for  the  loved  ones 
left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind  and  indulgent  hus- 
band. He  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  P.;  politi- 
cally, a  Democrat;  and,  religiously,  adhered  to  the 
faith  of  the  Church  of  England.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Augutta  were  the  parents  of  fourchildren :  Minnie, 
book-keeper  for  Kelley  &  Co.;  Fannie,  a  teacher  in 
the  grammar  department  of  the  public  schools; 
Wdlie,  deceased  ;  and  Joseph. 


l^-^^ENRY  W.  FEAR,  one  of  Burlington's  most 
^  highly  respected  citizens,  was  born  in  Miami, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  July  22,  1836.  When 
but  a  babe,  his  parents  moved  to  St.  Louis, 
and  in  1842  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  which  has  ever 
since  been  his  home  with  the  excei)tiou  of  a  few 
years  spent  in  the  mines  of  Colorado  and  Califor- 
nia. His  boyhood  years  were  passed  in  attend- 
ing the  common  schools  of  Burlington  and  as  a  clerk 
in  his  father's  store.  Returning  from  a  trip  to 
California  in  1863,  he  was  united  in  marriage  the 
following  year  with  Miss  Mary  Stewart,  a  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Celinda  Stewart,  who  were  among 
the  pioneers  of  Burlington.  She  is  a  native  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  born  May  18,  1841.  Two  chil- 
dren grace   their  union — Alfred  S.   and  Kimball   S 


In  politics  Mr.  Fear  has  always  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  believing  firml}'  that  the  princi- 
ples advocated  by  Jefferson  and  Jackson  are  more 
conducive  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  people  than 
those  advocated  by  any  other  part^'.  As  a  citizen 
he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 


f;  RCHIBALD  RANKIN,  one. of  the  pioneer 
WiUli  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County,  of  1836, 
now  residing  in  Kossuth,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin Count}-,  Pa.,  Aug.  1,  1819,  and  is  the 
son  of  David  and  Frances  (Campbell)  Rankin,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Franklin  Count}',  and  of 
Scotch-Irish  parentage.  They  reared  a  family  of 
nine  children:  Betsy,  now  residing  with  our  sub- 
ject, at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years; 
Martha  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Swaney,  of  Ft. 
Wayne.  Ind.,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  William, 
who  was  one  of  its  pioneers  of  1836,  died  in  Des 
Moines  County,  in  1872;  Mary,  deceased  wife  of 
Hon.  James  Bruce,  of  Mediapolis;  Campbell  died  in 
Yellow  .Spring  Township,  in  188o,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years;  F' ranees  became  the  wife  of 
James  Waddle,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  David 
H.  died  in  Kansas  in  1873;  Archibald;  and  John, 
who  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
in  1838.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rankin  were  both  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  all  their  children 
also  belonged  to  that  denomination.  Mr.  Rankin 
de|)arted  this  life  in  1853,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  his  wife  preceding  him  to  her  final  home, 
her  death  occurring  in  1834,  aged  fifty-eight  years, 
in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Our  subject  came  to  Des  Moines  County  in  the 
fall  of  1836,  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  what  is 
now  Huron  Township,  section  28,  where  the  father 
resided  until  his  death,  and  where  Archibald  lived 
until  December,  1887.  vvhen  he  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Kossuth,  and  there  has  since  made  his  home. 
On  the  30th  of  May.  1853.  Mr.  Rankin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Lj'dia  Blair,  a  native  of  Cass 
County,  111.,  born  March  24,  1822,  and  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Job)  Blair,  the  father  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  and  the  mother  of  Baltimore,  Mtl. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  were  among  the  earl^'  settlers  of 
Des  Moines  County,  locating  here  in   1835. 

Mr.  and  INIrs.  Rankin  have  been  parents  of  five 
children:  John  Calvin,  who  died  at  the  ne'e  of  two 
and  a  half  years;  Elizabeth  J.,  wife  of  William  B. 
Reed,  of  Abingdon,  111.;  Frances  M.  is  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  lives  at  home;  Lj'dia  Ann  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  and  Martha  Cwho  is  also  a  te.ieher.  ]\Ir.  Ran- 
kin and  his  wife  and  famil}'  are  all  memliers  of  the 
Presbj'terian  Church,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of 
Deacon.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  a 
strong  advocate  of  jtrohiljition  principles.  The 
fact  that  he  has  held  the  office  of  Trustee  of  Huron 
Township  for  seventeen  years,  will  show  in  what 
confidence  and  respect  he  is  held  by  the  citizens  of 
the  county.  He  is  the  owner  of  105  acres  of  land 
in  Huron  Township,  and  also  a  house  and  lot  in  the 
village  of  Kossuth.  Few  men  are  j-et  alive  who  for 
a  half-centur^'  have  been  residents  of  Des  Moines 
County,  yet  as  such  a  one,  and  as  akindl3-  neighbor 
and  upright  citizen,  Mr.  Rankin  receives  the  respect 
of  all,  and  we  are  pleased  to  [jrcsent  this  sketch 
among  those  of  other  prominent  citizens  of  the 
county. 

^^  TTO  F.  TAPPERT.  agent  for  the  Consolid.a- 
I  I  ^^'^  Tank  Line  Companj-,  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
^^^  was  born  in  the  city  of  Berlin,  Prussia,  Oct. 
26,  1850.  and  is  a  son  of  Hermann  and  Dorothea 
(Bock)  Tappert.  He  was  educated  in  his  native 
city,  and  in  18(56  emigrated  with  his  parents  to 
America,  the  family  locating  at  Springfield,  111., 
where  they  remained  until  1871,  and  then  removed 
to  Fairfield,  Iowa,  where  the  parents  still  reside,  and 
where  Mr.  Taj^pert,  Sr.,  who  is  a  machinist,  works 
at  his  trade.  The  famil}'  have  a  record  of  great 
longevity,  several  of  their  ancestors  having  lived  to 
be  above  ninet}'  years  of  age,  one  living  to  be  one 
hundred  years  old. 

In  1 868  Otto  Tappert  went  to  the  Far  West,  spend- 
ing four  years  traveling  in  Colorado,  Arizona  and 
New  Mexico,  and  on  his  return  to  Iowa,  in  1872, 
he  engaged  as  traveling  salesman  for  a  Keokuk 
queensware  house.  After  spending  five  j'ears  in 
that  line,  he  went  to  Fairfield,  Iowa,  and  engaged 
in    the  cigar  and    tobacco   business.     Three  years 


later  he  returned  to  the  road  in  the  employ  of  a 
Des  Moines  queensware  house.  In  1881  he  began 
to  travel  in  the  interest  of  the  Consolidated  Tank 
Line  Company',  and  in  January,  1883,  was  appointed 
their  agent  at  Burlington,  which  position  he  has 
now  held  nearly  six  years.  Mr.  Tappert  has  proved 
himself  an  efficient  and  faithful  manager  of  this  im- 
portant business  interest.  He  thoroughly  under- 
stands his  duty,  and  as  he  never  hesitates  to  attend 
personally  to  all  branches  of  the  work  that  need  his 
care,  he  knows  when  mattei-s  are  progressing  favor- 
ably or  otherwise,  and  is  sure  to  see  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  company  are  protected  and  advanced. 
Under  his  judicious  management  the  business  has 
grown  to  important  proportions. 
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HRISTOPHER  B.  PAR.SONS,  for  over  forty 
years  a  prominent  merchant  of  Burlington, 
and  a  resident  of  this  city  since  1843.  was 
born  in  Parsonfield,  York  Co..  Me.,  on  Jan.  16, 
1825.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Bullock) 
Parsons,  were  also  natives  of  Maine,  of  English 
origin,  and  the  Parsons  family'  dates  its  settlement 
in  America  prior  to  the  Revolution.  Parsonfield, 
Me.,  which  celebrated  its  centennial  several  j-ears 
since,  was  founded  b^'  Thomas  Parsons,  an  En- 
glish emigrant,  one  of  the  ancestors  of  our  subject. 
Christopher  B.  Parsons  received  his  academic 
education  in  his  native  State,  and  when  eighteen 
years  of  age  went  to  Georgeville,  Province  of  Que- 
bec, Canada,  where  he  spent  several  months  with 
an  uncle  and  took  his  first  lessons  in  mercantile 
business.  In  June,  1843,  he  first  came  to  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  merchant's 
clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Copp  &  Parsons.  In 
1847,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  Mr.  Parsons 
was  admitted  to  i)artnership  in  the  business,  the 
firm  name  being  Parsons,  Copp  &  Parsons,  but 
Mr.  Copp  retiring  some  years  later,  the  name  was 
again  changed,  becoming  T.  L.  &  C.  B.  Parsons. 
This  connection  continued  several  years,  and  was 
succeeded  by  certain  changes  in  partnership,  when 
in  1865  Mr.  Parsons  purchased  his  partner's  inter- 
est and  continued  the  business  alone.  The  well- 
known  dry-goods  and   carpets   establishment  of  C. 
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B.  Parsons  was  one  of  tlie  leading  mercantile  bouses 
of  Burlington  till  August,  188G,  wiien  a  fire  oc- 
curred, and  Ills  stock  was  seriously'  damaged  by  fire 
and  water.  He  proceeded  to  close  out  tlie  busi- 
ness at  once,  and  has  since  retired  from  mercantile 
life. 

At  Burlington,  Iowa,  April  10,  1851,  Mr.  Parsons 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Maria  Adams,  daughter 
of  R.  Is.  Adams,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Massachusetts, 
and  a  pioneer  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Parsons  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  was  a  sister  of  the  late  A.  G. 
Adams,  Mayor  of  Burlington,  and  came  to  this  cit^^ 
when  but  six  years  of  age.  .Seven  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  five  of  whom  are  living,  viz: 
Charles  A.,  the  eldest,  married  Miss  Minnie  Dun- 
can, a  sister  of  Mayor  G.  A.  Duncan,  and  resides 
at  Burlington;  Walter  C.  married  Miss  Lillie  Con- 
rad, whose  death  occurred  Feb.  I,  1888,  and  the 
husband  now  resides  in  Burlington  ;  the  twoj-ounger 
brothers,  George  W.  and  Harry  F.,  are  partners  in 
a  stock  ranch  in  Western  Kansas,  and  are  making 
a  specialty  of  fine-blooded  horses  aod  cattle;  the 
onlj'  daughter,  Nellie  M.,  resides  with  her  father; 
two  children  died  in  infanc}-.  Mrs.  Parsons,  an 
estimable  ladj',  highly  respected  and  esteemed  for 
her  many  excellencies  of  character,  died  Sept.  5, 
1881.  Mr.  Parsons  and  his  daughter  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Parsons  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican, but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public 
office.  His  only  service  in  that  direction  has  con- 
sisted of  twelve  years  of  gratuitous  service  in  the 
Board  of  Education,  nine  years  of  which  he  served 
as  President.  His  warm  interest  in  the  cause  of 
education  led  to  his  taking  an  active  part  in  ad- 
vancing and  improving  the  school  system  until  it 
reached  the  high  standard  of  perfection  it  now  en- 
joys. Mr.  Parsons  has  been  identified  with  the 
mercantile  interests  of  Burlington  for  man}'  years; 
thus  he  has  necessaril}'  formed  extended  business 
and  social  relations,  and  it  is  no  flatter}-  to  say  of 
him  what  is  so  widely  known  to  be  a  fact,  that  he 
has  occupied  a  foremost  place  in  business  circles  in 
tliiscity,  and  that,  while  enterprisingand  progressive 
in  his  business  methods,  he  was  so  conservative  as 
to  command  the  utmost  confidence  as  to  his  stabil- 
it}'.     His  success   in   life  was   won  by   patient  and 


unremitting  attention  to  details,  and  by  the  applica- 
tion of  correct  business  principles.  In  his  retire- 
ment from  the  scenes  of  l)usiness  activity,  where  he 
was  so  long  a  prominent  figure,  Mr.  Parsons  carries 
with  him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens and  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 


/p^EOR( 


^^^EORGE  W.  BENHAM,  foreman  of  the  m.a- 
linery  and  tool  department  of  the  Chicago 
rlington  &  Quincy  shops,  located  at  West 
Burlington,  was  born  in  Warren  Count}-,  N.  Y., 
Ma}-  8,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  George  J.  and  Sarah 
(McCormick)  Benhara,  the  former  a  native  of  Lan- 
cashire, England,  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  After 
emigrating  to  America,  George  Benham  took  up 
his  residence  in  Troy,  N.  i .,  and  there  wedded 
Sarah  McCormick.  They  latpr  went  to  Warren 
County,  where  they  w-ere  pioneer  settlers,  the  coun- 
try then  being  uncultivated  and  wild  game  abound- 
ing. Mr.  Benham  secured  some  timber  land  and 
developed  a  farm,  also  having  from  thirty  to  forty 
men  in  his  employ,  engaged  in  peeling  hemlock 
bark  for  tanning  purposes,  it  being  used  in  Potlers- 
viUe.  In  this  business  he  was  quite  successful.  In 
Warren  County  he  was  also  the  owner  of  two  fine 
farms.  There  his  children  were  born,  the  family 
residing  there  until  1857,  when  one  of  the  farms 
was  sold,  and  they  removed  to  Springfield,  Mass. 
Business  being  dull,  Mr.  Benham  soon  left  that  city, 
removing  his  family  to  Ware,  Mass.  A  cotton  fac- 
tory being  in  operation,  the  two  eldest  daughters 
secured  employment,  and  the  father,  with  his  son 
George,  went  to  Pompey  Village,  Pa.,  where  he  left 
George  with  a  friend  from  AVarren  County,  N.  Y., 
he  going  into  the  pineries  for  the  purpose  of  invest- 
ing his  money  in  sawmills.  This  investment  proved 
a  failure,  thereby  causing  him  the  loss  of  consider- 
able money.  He  at  length  sold  what  interest  he  had 
and  returned  home,  after  which  he  went  to  Charles- 
ton, Pa.,  where  he  purchased  five  lime  kilns.  This 
investment  proved  to  be  very  successful,  but  in 
1856  he  was  obliged  to  sell  and  return  home  on  ac- 
count of  the  sickness  of  his  family.  Remaining  in 
Ware  until  1859,  he  then  purchased  five  acres  of 
land  near  the  village,  and  put  in  operation  a  wood 
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j-arfl,  in  wliicli  Imsiiipss  he  continued  for  twenty 
years.  In  If^T'.l  Mr.  IJenluani  removed  to  Nortli 
Dana.  Mass..  and  onee  more  enga<red  in  farming, 
making  tiiat  his  liome  until  liis  death.  In  18rt6  he 
made  a  visit  to  our  subject  in  Burlington,  remain- 
ing about  a  year,  and  then  returned  liome.  His 
death  occurred  in  1888,  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
His  wife  is  yet  living,  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
children  in  Massachusetts,  of  whom  there  are  three: 
Carrie,  residing  in  Westfield,  is  the  widow  of  E.  B. 
Ainsworth.  who  was  a  mendjer  of  the  34th  Massa- 
chusetts Infantry  and  served  three  3'ears;  Nettie  is 
the  wife  of  a  wealthy  farmer  in  Connecticut;  and 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Calvin  Clark,  a  leather  dealer 
of  Hartford,  Conn. 

George  W.  Bcnliam,  onr  subject,  was  first  em- 
ployed in  the  woolen-mills  in  Ware.  Mass.,  and  from 
there,  in  1861,  he  went  to  WestfieM,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  a  piano  factory  in  veneering  the  instru- 
ments. After  remaining  in  that  emplo3'ment  for 
alxjnt  eighteen  months  he  was  employed  by  the 
.Johnson  Organ  Compan3^  as  an  apprentice,  engaging 
in  making  pipe  organs,  and  served  until  1863,  when 
lie  enlisted  in  the  8th  Massachusetts  Infantry,  his 
regiment  being  sent  to  Baltimore  to  do  garrison 
duty.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service 
he  was  mustered  out  at  lieadville,  Mass.  Mr.  Ben- 
ham  returned  to  Ware,  but  later  went  to  Whitins- 
ville,  where  he  worked  as  a  machinist  for  one  year 
and  then  went  to  Worcester,  engaging  for  a  short 
time  in  Pond's  Tool  Works.  Later  he  went  to 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  ma- 
chinist in  the  contractors'  shop  of  Williams  &  AVil- 
son. 

In  that  city  the  marriage  of  George  Benham  and 
Jliss  Elizabeth  Hogue  was  celebrated.  She  is  a 
native  of  Canada,  of  French  ancestry,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  .John  and  Emma  Hogue.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Benham  have  been  born  three  children  :  Emma,  who 
w.as  born  in  Lawrence,  Mass. ;  George  A.,  who  was 
born  in  AVinooski  Falls,  Vt. ;  and  Delia,  who  was 
born  in  Burlington,  Iowa.  Shortly  after  their  mar- 
riage the  young  people  removed  to  Winooski  Falls, 
Vt..  where  Mr.  Benham  was  engaged  at  his  trade 
until  December,  1869.  His  wife  and  children  were 
on  a  visit  to  Mr.  Hogue,  and  while  there  Mr.  Ben- 
ham came  to  Burlington.     Securing  a  situation  in 
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the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  shops,  in  April, 
1870,  he  sent  for  his  family.  He  continued  in  that 
employment  until  1881,  when  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  was  consolidated  with  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  road,  and  he  was  appointed 
to  the  responsible  position  which  he  now  holds.  At 
first  he  had  but  twenty-two  men  under  his  control, 
but  now  has  one  hundred,  and  each  year  his  duties 
and  responsibilities  increase.  In  1884  Mr.  Benham 
was  elected  Captain  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Fire  Department,  and  in  1888  the  inembers 
of  the  department  presented  him  with  an  elegant 
silver  and  gold  trumpet  as  a  mark  of  their  esteem. 
He  has  held  various  township  offices  of  trust,  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Knights  of  P3'thias  and 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

AVID  BROWN,  a  pioneer  of  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  now  residing  on  section  33, 
AVashington  Township,  first  came  to  this 
county  Oct.  15,  1841.  He  traded  a  team 
of  horses  for  two  lots  situated  on  Division  and  Sixth 
streets  in  Burlington,  which  he  afterward  sold  to 
John  W.  Patterson,  and  then  came  to  Pleasant 
Grove  Township,  where  he  purchased  the  G.alaher 
estate.  This  he  improved,  but  subsequently  re- 
moved to  section  22,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
quite  recenth',  when  he  bought  the  farm  upon 
which  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Belrriont  County,  Ohio, 
July  4,  1816,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Barbara 
(Parker)  Brown.  The  father  was  born  in  England, 
and  the  mother  in  New  Jersey,  though  reared  in 
Pennsylvania.  She  had  previously  been  married 
to  a  Mr.  Coats,  by  whom  she  had  four  children. 
The  father  of  David  was  also  twice  married,  and  in 
all  had  fourteen  children.  He  died  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1844,  the  marriage  of 
David  Brown  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Jane  Gallaher  was 
celelirated.  She  is  a  daughter  of  George  Gallaher, 
who  was  a  native  of  Tennes.see,  though  later  a  resi- 
dent of  Coles  County,  III.  Ten  children  grace  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  RVe  sons  and 
five   daughters,  all    of   whom   are   living:   Miranda, 
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now  llie  wife  of  .loliii  D.  Miller;  Liiciiula,  who 
wedded  Marion  Miller;  Williiim  O..  who  became 
the  husband  of  a  Miss  Thomas;  George,  who  mar- 
ried a  lady  by  the  name  of  Chandler;  David  H., 
who  wedded  a  Miss  Walker;  John  J.,  who  wedded 
Miss  Martin;  James  L,,  husband  of  Miss  Tolbert; 
Eugina:  Finetta,  wife  of  Benjamin  Calaway;  and 
Ella  Jane.  Mr.  Brown  was  for  some  time  a  Trustee 
of  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  and  carrried  the 
returns  of  the  election  to  Burlington  when  they 
voted  to  make  the  Territory'  a  State.  He  lias  wit- 
nessed the  entire  growth  of  Des  Moines  County, 
and  is  one  of  its  most  respected  citizens,  honored 
and  trusted  b}'  all  who  know  him. 


^  S.  CONKLIN,  a  farmer  residing  on  section 
32,  Washington  Township,  came  to  Des 
Moines  County  with  his  parents  in  1854, 
^  when  eleven  3'ears  of  age.  He  was  born  in 
Hamilton  County.  Ind.,Nov.  17,1843.  and  is  a  son 
of  James  and  Frances  (Cleitniens)  Conklin,  the 
former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of 
Kentuck3'.  Their  ancestors  were  from  the  Eastern 
States.  The  father  went  to  Miami  Ccninty,  Ohio 
at  an  early  date,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
awhile,  and  then  removed  to  Hamilton  Count}', 
where  he  followed  the  same  occupation  until  his 
emigration  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  Not  long 
since  he  removed  to  Gray  County,  Kan.,  where  his 
death  occurred  Jan.  15,  1887.  He  was  four  times 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity  except  one,  the  only 
daughter.  By  his  second  union  two  children  were 
born,  by  the  third  four  children  were  born,  and  by 
the  fourth  union  there  were  three  ehildiKn. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  I8G4,  Mr.  Conklin  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Columbia  J.  Orchard,  of 
Des  Moines  County,  and  a  daughter  of  Anderson 
and  Caroline  Orchard,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume.  She  was  born  in  Brown 
County,  111.,  March  9,  1844,  and  three  children 
grace  their  union:  Edwin  Burr;  Elta  Byron,  who 
married  Eva  M.  Miller;  and  Mabel  Estella  Maud 
Ethel  Grace. 

In  1862   Mr.  Conklin   went  to  Idaho  Territor}', 


where  he  engaged  in  mining  for  four  years,  but  in 
the  meantime  came  home  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Orchard.  His  first  purchase  of  land 
consisted  of  eighty  acres  on  section  32,  Washington 
Township,  but  he  has  since  added  100  acres  more, 
and  now  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township, 
being  highly  cultivated  and  highly  improved.  He 
has  also  a  half-section  of  lanil  in  Las  Animas 
County,  Col.  Politically,  Mr.  Conklin  is  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  partjs  in  which 
he  is  an  active  worker.  Both  himself  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has 
been  Sunday-school  Superintendent  for  eighteen 
j'ears,  and  is  also  one  of  the  Deacons.  While  on 
his  claim  in  Colorado,  he  taught  school  in  his  -'half 
dugout"  for  two  months.  He  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  progressive  farmers  of  AVashington 
Township,  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  this  volume, 
which  contains  the  biographical  sketches  of  so  many 
of  the  honored  citizens  of  Des  Moines  Count}'. 

JAUL  DORN,  proprietor  of  the  New  Mc- 
)  Cutchen  Home,  Burlington,  Iowa,  is  a  na- 
tive  of  Bavaria,   Germany,  born    May   7, 

l\  1825.  His  father,  John  Dorn,  emigrated 
to  America  in  1837,  locating  in  Benton  Township, 
Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa.  Paul  remained  with  his 
father  on  the  farm  until  twelve  years  of  age,  but 
not  liking  farm  life,  he  came  to  Burlington,  where 
he  was  emploj-ed  in  the  hotels.  In  1842  he  tried 
his  luck  upon  the  river,  running  between  St.  Louis 
and  New  Orleans.  Those  were  the  days  when  there 
was  life  upon  the  river,  and  Paul  followed  that  busi- 
ness until  1848. 

In  1850  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Elizabeth 
A.  Best,  a  native  of  New  Jerse}'.  He  soon  after 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  but  subsequently 
came  to  Burlington,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business,  except  two  years,  1860  and  1861, 
when  he  was  with  Capt.  Hillhouse,  on  the  river. 
For  the  past  twenty  j'ears  he  has  been  continu- 
ally engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  The  New  Mc- 
Cutchen  House,  of  which  he  is  proprietor,  is  a  three- 
story  brick  structure  on  the  corner  of  Front  and 
Columbia  streets.     It  was  erected  by   Mr.  Dorn  in 
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1874.  It  coiitniiis  thirty-one  extra  sleeping  ap.ai't- 
ments.  ;inii  llie  house  tlironglioiit  is  i<ept  in  fiist- 
elass  order.  The  rooms  are  neat  and  clean,  the  food 
excellent,  and  Mr.  Dorn  a  model  proprietor.  Po- 
litically, he  is  one  of  the  old  Jackson  Democrats. 


^-^^^^4-«=;<f-^ 


'jfj  OHN  MOORE,  a  farmer  residing  on  section 
I  5,  Union  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa, 
I  was  born  in  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  8, 
)  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  JMary 
(Neely)  Moore,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. In  1842,  when  ten  years  of  age,  he  came 
to  Des  Moines  County  with  his  parents,  settling  in 
Flint  River  Township,  where  the  death  of  the 
mother  occurred  in  1870,  and  of  the  father  in  1872. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  devoted  Christian  people,  and  were  highly 
respected  in  the  community  where  thej'  resided. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  tiie  county,  and  his  occupation  has  always 
been  that  of  farming.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
he  left  the  parental  roof,  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself,  and  on  the  17th  of  October,  ISCl,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  .Susan  Burk,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lemnion  Burk,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work.  He  then  took  charge 
of  his  father's  farm,  making  that  his  home  until 
about  the  year  1873,  when  ho  sold  his  interest,  pur- 
chasing eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  5,  Union 
Township.  At  that  time  there  were  no  improve- 
ments on  the  land  except  a  fence  surrounding  it, 
but  the  work  of  cultivation  was  immediatel}' begun 
and  the  land  developed  into  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  highly  improved  farms  in  the  township. 
A  comfortable  two-story  residence  was  built,  the 
main  part  being  24x30  feet,  and  the  L,  16x20  feet. 
The  dimensions  of  the  barn  are  ;^6x40. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  iMoore  have  spared  neither  labor 
nor  money  in  making  a  comfortable  and  beautiful 
home  for  themselves  and  their  children,  now  four 
in  number,  only  one  having  been  taken  from  them. 
Mabel,  the  eldest  child,  was  educated  in  this  county. 
In  1886,  in  company  with  two  of  her  cousins,  she 
started  for  Colorado,  where  she  improved  a  claim 
of  160  acres,  residing  there  until    January',    1888, 


when,  with  a  colony  of  fourteen,  she  went  to  New 
Mexico  and  aided  in  the  founding  of  a  town  known 
as  Gladstone,  in  which  the  inhabitants  resolved  that 
no  one  should  purchase  a  lot  for  the  |nirpose  of 
erecting  a  building  thereon  in  which  to  sell  liquor 
of  any  kind.  The  other  children  of  the  family  are 
Maud  E.,  Walter  C.  and  Trixie,  all  at  home.  Mr. 
and  jMrs.  JMoore  have  given  their  children  a  good 
education  and  are  among  the  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  the  community  in  which  they  reside.  He 
has  held  various  township  offices;  in  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
the  county. 


■  ^^r^*$-' ''*f^"^»§^- 
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[.  RAAB  ife  BRO.  are  leading  clothiers, 
ipq.  tailors  and  furnishers  of  Burlington,  Iowa- 
/4i  \\\  Their  place  of  business  is  situated  at  Nos. 
'^^'217  and  219  Jefferson  street,  the  bouse  oc- 
cupying the  full  three  stories,  forty  feet  front  by 
eighty  feet  deep,  and  there  they  employ  between 
twenty  and  thirty  bands  and  clerks.  The  first  and 
second  floors  are  used  as  salesrooms,  and  are  heavily 
stocked  with  the  best  goods  of  every  description  in 
their  line,  while  the  third  story  is  used  for  manu- 
facturing purposes.  This  is  the  leading  house  of 
its  kind  in  the  State,  both  astoqualitj'  of  work  and 
goods,  and  the  amount  of  business  done.  The  busi- 
ness was  established  by  the  senior  partner,  R.  M. 
Raab.  in  September,  1862,  with  a  silent  partner. 
In  1867  his  brother,  Emanuel,  joined  him  in  the 
business,  which  the}'  continued  until  1883.  when, 
in  consequence  of  Emanuel's  departure,  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Herschler  was  admitted  to  a  share  in  the  busi- 
ness, though  without  any  change  of  firm  name. 
Mr.  Herschler  had  been  book-keeper  and  office  man 
for  the  firm  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Emanuel 
Raab  went  that  year  (1883)  to  Richmond,  Va.. 
where  he  engaged  in  the  tobacco  business  with  a 
brother-in-law,  L.  L.  Strause,  though  still  retaining 
his  interest  in  the  clothing  house  at  Burlington, 
whUe  R.  M.  Raab  also  took  an  equal  interest  in  the 
tobacco  business  with  his  brother.  The  company 
manufacture  and  deal  in  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina bright  leaf  tobacco,  and  do  an  annual  business 
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of  about  $250,000.  In  1883  the  Raab  brotliors  as- 
sisted in  organizing  tlie  Illinois  Live  Stock  &  Land 
Co..  located  at  Greeley,  Col.,  of  which  R.  I\L  Raab 
is  Vice  President.  This  business  represents  a  cash 
|iaid  up  cajiital  of  $150,000. 

R.  iM.  Rabb  was  liorn  in  Hanover,  Pa.,  Aug.  15, 
1S40,  of  Hebrew  parentage  He  is  the  son  of  Moses 
and  Rachel  (Strau.se)  Raab.  and  when  eight  j'ears 
of  .age  removed  vvith  his  parents  to  Baltimore,  Md., 
where  he  received  a  common-school  education. 
When  thirteen  years  of  .age  he  engaged  as  a  clerk 
in  a  clothing  manufacturing  establishment,  and 
learned  the  rudiments  of  business.  Three  years 
later  he  quit  his  employers  to  join  an  uncle  at  Sa- 
lem, V^a..  where  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  Raab  was 
a  member  of  a  local  artillery  compan3'  which  of- 
fered its  services  to  Gov.  Letcher,  of  Virginia,  and 
was  acce|)tcd,  but  not  liking  the  idea  of  serving  in 
the  Confederate  army,  he  took  his  departure  for 
his  home  in  Baltimore  on  the  last  train  North  pre- 
vious to  the  cutting  off  of  communication  between 
the  two  sections.  He  spent  a  few  months  at  his 
Baltimore  home,  where  he  joined  a  battalion  known 
as  the  Baltimore  City  Guards.  In  the  summer 
of  l.Slil  he  came  to  Burlington,  where  he  was 
employed  as  merchant's  clerk  until  September,  18G2, 
at  which  time  he  bought  out  S.  II.  (ireencbaum's 
tailoring  establishment.  The  investment  proved 
a  remarkably  fortunate  one,  as  he  purchased  just  on 
the  eve  of  the  inflated  war  prices,  and  his  stock 
doubled  in  value  in  a  few  months.  Ashe  had  gone 
in  debt  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  purch.ase 
money,  he  w.as  enabled  to  meet  his  obligations  and 
still  have  a  good  share  of  property  left.  From 
that  time  Mr.  Raab's  success  w.as  assured.  He  pos- 
sessed superior  business  cap.acity,  industrious  and 
frugal  habits,  and  that  essential  element  of  success 
— a  genius  for  details,  and  untiring  application. 
Commencing  business  with  a  limited  cash  capital, 
he  has  now,  as  the  records  show,  acquired  a  large 
property  and  is  prominentlj'  interested  in  three  dif- 
ferent enterprises,  where  the  annual  business  is 
reckoned  by  hundreds  of  thousands  e.ach.  Mr. 
Raab  is  a  Democr.at  in  politics,  but  has  had  no  time 
or  inclination  for  office-seeking,  his  undivided  at- 
tention having  been  devoted   to  his  business,  and 


he  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial   and 
enterprising  citizens  of  Burlington. 

January  29,  1873,  Mr.  R.aab  was  married  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  Julia,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Jlary  Simpson.  Mrs.  Raab  is  a  native  of  Philadel- 
phia. A  portrait  of  Mr.  Raab  accompanies  this 
sket'-h. 

AMES  H.  REYNOLDS,  photographer,  sit- 
uated at  211^  Jefferson  street,  Burlington, 
Iowa,  established  his  gallery  in  that  city  in 
1 872,  and  has  now  been  in  business  there 
for  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  He  does  all  styles  of 
work  known  to  the  trade,  from  a  tintype  to  a  life- 
size  cr.aj'on  portrait,  and  his  cabinet-size  photo- 
grai)hs  are  particularly  well  executed,  and  all  of  his 
work  gives  the  best  of  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Reynolds  was  born  in  Warren  County,  N. 
Y.,  June  8,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  David  and  Belle 
(Gallup)  Reynolds.  Deciding  to  come  West,  he 
left  bis  native  State  in  1 8C3, and  located  at  Oshkosh, 
Wis.,  where  he  began  learning  photography,  but 
abaniloneil  that  peaceful  pursuit  for  the  tented  field, 
during  the  great  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  enlisted 
in  the  fall  of  1863  as  a  private  of  Company  H,  8th 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  known  as  the  P^agle  Regiment, 
from  there  carrying  the  historic  eagle,  "Old  Abe," 
through  the  war.  Mr.  Reynolds  participated  in  the 
Red  River  campaign  under  Gen.  Banks,  and  then 
returned  to  Vicksburg.  While  lying  in  the  swamps 
of  Louisiana  he  contracted  disease,  and  was  dis- 
ch.arged  in  the  fall  of  1864  for  physical  disabilit}\ 
After  being  mustered  out  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  perfected  himself  in  the  art  of  pho- 
tography, continuing  in  business  in  that  city  for  six 
years.  In  1872  he  came  to  Burlington  and  opened 
a  gallerj',  in  which  he  has  been  very  successful. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1873,  at  Burlington, 
Iowa,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  May  AVheeler,  daughter  of  C.  A.  Wheeler. 
Mrs.  Reynolds  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  at  Mt.  Ver- 
non, and  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Three  children  were  born  of  their  union,  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son  :  Pearl,  aged  thirteen ;  Blanche,  .aged 
eight;  and  James  H.,  now  six  years  of  age,  all  born 
at   Burlington.      Mr.  '  Reynolds    is  a    Royal    Arch 
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Mason,  a  niomljer  of  Malta  Lodge,  No.  319,  A.  F. 
ife  A.  M.,  of  Bui-lington,  and  of  Metropolitan  Chap- 
ter of  New  York  City.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Flint  Hills  Lodge,  No.  39,  Knights  of  Pythias,  of 
Burlington. 

■t>     :@:     <:■ 

^^  EORGE  RANDALL  is  a  grocer  of  Biirling- 
jll  (=,  ton,  Iowa,  situated  at  No.  1103  North  Oak 
^^Jk  street.  He  is  a  Des  Moines  County  pioneer, 
of  1847,  and  was  born  in  Frederick  Count}',  Va., 
June  28,  1818.  His  parents  were  Nicholas  and 
Catherine  (Snodfigall)  Randall,  the  former  a  native 
of  Virginia,  of  Scotch  and  Welsh  parentage,  the 
latter  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  of  Dutch  ancestr3\ 
Nicholas  Randall  was  a  cooper  bj'  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  in  connection  with  his  farming.  He 
was  born  Oct.  14,  1787,  and  died  July  8,  1834, 
when  forty-seven  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived 
hiin  for  many  years,  and  died  in  Ohio.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children :  P^liza,  who  wedded 
George  Albert,  both  dying  in  Pratt  County,  111.; 
Sarah  A.  became  the  wife  of  Solomon  Jones,  and 
both  died  in  Chillicothe, Ohio;  Margaret  S.  wedded 
James  Bothel,  and  afterward  David  Baldwin  be- 
came her  husband ;  our  subject  is  fourth  in  order 
of  birth;  Peter  died  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio;  and 
Emily,  deceased  wife  of  James  Howard.  The  par- 
ents were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

George  Randall  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and 
educated  at  the  subscription  schools.  At  the  age 
of  twenty,  June  13,  1839,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lucy  P.  Pereell,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  daughter  of  Hansford  .and  Rebecca  Perceli,  also 
natives  of  that  State.  In  183G  Mr.  Randall  emi- 
grated from  his  native  State  to  Fairfield,  Ohio, 
remaining  there  until  1838,  wiien  he  removed  to 
Ross  County,  and  subsequentl}'  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  cooper's  trade  until 
1847.  Again  deciding  to  move  farther  west,  he 
settled  in  Burlington,  working  at  his  trade  almost 
continually  until  1872.  In  the  spring  of  1859, 
with  a  four-horse  team,  he  started  overland  for 
Pike's  Peak,  but  upon  reaching  Ft.  Kearney,  Neb., 
he  met  parties  returning  from  the  mines  who  gave 
such  discouraging   accounts    that    he   returned    to 


Burlington.  In  the  spring  of  18(;0  he  again  made 
up  his  mind  to  make  the  trip  to  Pike's  Peak,  so 
starting  with  an  ox-team,  he  followed  the  old  Santa 
Fe  trail,  reaching  his  destination  after  four  weeks  of 
travel.  lie  worked  in  the  mines  at  Gold  Run  until 
fall,  and  then  again  returned  to  Burlington,  which 
he  has  since  m.ade  his  home,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  months  spent  in  Peoria,  111. 

Eight  children  lilessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Randall:  John  W.,  who  died  in  1848,  when  nine 
years  of  age;  James  M.,  a  resident  of  Ottuniwa. 
Iowa;  Isabella,  wife  of  Thomas  Johnson,  a  resident 
of  Nebraska;  George  W.,  residing  in  New  London, 
Iowa;  Charles,  who  died  in  infancy;  Margaret, 
who  died  in  childhood;  Allen,  a  farmer  near  Corn- 
ing, Iowa;  and  Ellen,  deceased.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  Oct.  8,  1852,  and  Mr.  Randall 
was  again  married  Aug.  10,  1854,  to  Miss  Isabel 
Turk,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  a  daughter  of 
AVilliam  Turk.  By  this  union  there  was  one  son, 
William,  who  died  at  the  .age  of  eight.  The  second 
wife  died  Feb.  19,  1862,  and  i\Ir.  Randall  was  a 
third  time  married,  Oct.  5,  1870.  i\Irs.  Ellen  Burris, 
widow  of  Coles  Burris,  becoming  his  wife.  She 
was  a  native  of  Indiana,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Ballard. 
Her  death  occurred  Dec.  21,  1881. 

Mr.  Randall  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  for  fifty-eight  years  has  been  one 
of  its  earnest  workers.  He  has  held  the  offices  of 
Steward  and  Class-Leader  for  manj'  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Sunday- 
school  work.  As  a  friend  and  citizen  he  is  highly 
respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Randall  owns 
a  comfortable  and  elegant  city  residence.  He  has 
been  a  life-long  Democrat. 


W  EVJ  M.  MILLER,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
I  ^  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  14,  Franklin 
iJ'-^VN  Township,  and  a  citizen  of  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  since  1855,  was  born  in  Warren 
County,  N.  J.,  April  1,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Rachel  (M.ackie)  Miller,  the  father  of  German 
ancestry,  and  the  mother  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  her  people  were  early  settlers.  This  worthy 
couple  were  the  parents  of  eight  children  :   AVilliam, 
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now  deeensed  ;  Hanicj-.  a  farmer  near  Pontiac,  Mich. ; 
John,  now  retired,  and  living  at  Harmony,  N.  J. ; 
Kosetla,  deceased  ;  Catherine,  residing  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Warren  Connt3',  N.  J.:  Levi  M..  tiie 
siihject  of  this  sketch;  Amzi  B.,  who  is  a  resident 
of  New  Jersey:  Henry,  engaged  in  farming  on 
the  old  New  .lersey  lioinestead.  The  father  of 
these  chililren  departed  this  life  in  1844  at  the  age 
of  fifty-three  years.  His  whole  life  was  spent  upon 
a  farm,  and  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
i-eceivinga  land  warrant  in  return  for  his  services. 
His  wife  died  in  1881  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  The  childhood  days  of  Levi  Miller  were 
passed  in  his  native  county,  and  his  education  was 
received  in  its  common  schools.  His  marriage  was 
celehrated  in  Luzerne  County.  Pa.,  in  1852,  Miss 
Priscilla  Espy  becoming  his  wife.  She  is  a  native 
of  that  county  and  her  parents  both  died  there. 
Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jlil- 
ler:  Edw.ard,  born  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.;  Susan 
E.,  wife  of  A.  C.  Mann,  General  Superintendent  of 
the  tclegrapli  department  at  Davenport,  Iowa;  Ida, 
wife  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Kaster,  surgeon  of  the  Santa  Fe 
Eailroad  at  Albuquerque.  New  Mexico;  Otis,  a 
farmer  of  Aurora  Count3\  Dak.;  Wallace,  wlio 
is  engaged  in  farming  and  mining  at  Independ- 
ence. Cal.;  Horace  G.;  Clyde,  a  telegraph  opera- 
tor at  Davenport,  Iowa;  Mary  L.,  also  a  telegraph 
operator  at  the  same  place,  and  Paul,  still  residing 
with  his  parents;  Clarence  died  at  the  nge  of  eight 
months. 

While  Des  Moines  County  was  j'et  in  its  infancy, 
Mr.  Miller  became  one  of  its  residents,  purchasing 
200  acres  of  partially  improved  land  on  section  14 
Franklin  Townsliip.  in  ISS.").  which  he  immediately 
began  to  cultivate,  and  now  has  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  community.  A  nice  farm  residence 
has  been  eVected,  his  stock  is  of  tlie  best  grades, 
and  his  out-buildings  are  models  of  convenience. 
Mr.  Miller  has  held  various  township  oflaces  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  taking  great  interest 
in  ail  political  and  public  affairs,  and  he  has  been 
sent  by  his  part}'  as  a  delegate  to  the  Stale  conven- 
tion. A  fine  musician,  he  has  engaged  as  a  vocal 
teacher,  has  taught  all  over  this  county,  and  from 
him    manv   have   learned    the   rudiments  of   vocal 


music.  He  vvas  the  le.nder  of  Miller's  Glee  Club, 
and  his  bright  songs  proved  vei'y  effective  during 
tiie  camiiaigns.  For  many  years  Mr.  Miller  iias 
I)een  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in 
everj'  relation  of  life,  public  or  private,  lias  borne 
the  repute  of  an  upright  man  and  a  good  citizen. 


J^OHN  G.  MILLER,  President  and  General 
Manager  of  the  Burlington  Insurance  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  Muscatine.  Iowa.  Nov. 
14.  1850.  His  residence  there  continue<l 
until  Sept.  I,  1868,  on  which  date  he  removed  to 
Burlington  and  entered  the  service  of  the  company 
of  which  he  is  now  tiie  principal  oflScer.  Beginning 
as  solicitor,  and  personally  unknown  to  any  of  the 
stockholders,  his  energy  and  success  in  securing 
business  resulted  soon  aftervvard  in  his  iiromotion 
to  the  position  of  special  agent,  and  later  on  he 
was  appointed  the  general  agent.  In  this  cap.icity 
his  integrity  and  peculiar  fitness  for  the  work  were 
recognized  and  so  well  appreciated  by  the  company 
that  in  July,  1874,  they  i.-lected  iiim  Secretary'  and 
Director.  In  his  .administration  of  these  important 
offices  Mr.  Miller's  executive  abilitj',  conservative 
and  careful  business  methods,  gained  the  confidence 
of  the  stockholders,  and  the  business  of  the  company 
prospered  so  .satisf.actorily  that  in  January,  1882, 
the  company  created  the  office  of  General  Manager 
and  consolidated  it  and  the  secretar^'ship.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1884,  Hon.  Wolcott  Seymour,  then  President 
of  the  Burlington,  died,  and  Mr.  Miller  w.as  unani- 
mous!}' elected  his  successor  and  installed  as  Presi- 
dent and  General  Manager.  He  thus  rose  solely 
upon  his  individual  merits  from  the  liumblest  to 
the  most  responsible  position  in  the  gift  of  the  com- 
pany, having  filled  every  position  in  the  service 
and  become  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  business  in  each  department.  During 
his  administration  the  cash  capital  of  the  company 
has  been  increased  from  time  to  time  from  *2.').000 
to  §200. 000.  His  promotions,  from  first  to  last, 
were  entirely  unsolicited  on  his  part,  and  resulted 
only  from  the  recognition  by  the  Board  of  Direct- 
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ors  of  bis  ability  and  conservative  cbaracter.  Jan. 
1.  1885,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Miss  Lessie  E. 
Boner,  daughter  of  Wesle}-  R.  Boner,  an  old  and 
wealthy  resident  of  Burlington. 


/i^\  ARK  SYLVESTER  FOOTE,  a  brother  of 
the  Hon.  John  G.  Foote.  one  of  Burling- 
ton's most  prominent  citizens,  was  born  in 
Middlebury,  Vt.,  Aug.  21,  1823.  When 
twelve  years  of  age  he  went  to  Potsdam,  St.  Law- 
rence Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  received  his  education 
in  the  Potsdam  Academy,  of  which  his  brother-in- 
law.  Prof.  D.  S.  Sheldon,  was  Principal.  Li  the 
fall  of  1840  he  went  west  to  St.  Louis,  from  thence 
to  the  .South,  spending  the  winter  in  Mobile,  Ala., 
and  returned  to  St.  Louis  in  the  spring,  there 
remaining  until  February,  1845.  He  was  in  the 
emploj'  of  J.  &  W.  Yandeventer  until  that  time, 
when  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he  lias 
since  continued  to  reside. 

On  the  lOlh  of  September,  1851,  while  in  St. 
Louis.  Mr.  Foote  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 
Stelle  Mauro,  daughter  of  W.  II.  Mauro,  Esq.,  an 
old  settler  of  Burlington.  Eight  children  have 
been  born  unto  them,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living 
— Clara  G.,  Mark  M.,  Helen  S.,  Eliza  \V.,  Moses  S. 
and  Henry  Gear.  Mary  A.  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years,  and  Susan  W.  died  vvlien  five  years  old. 

After  coming  to  Burlington  Mr.  Foote,  in  1846, 
entered  into  partnership  with  Charles  Hendrie,  they 
becoming  proprietors  of  a  foundry  and  machine- 
shop,  located  where  the  Union  Depot  now  stands. 
Two  years  later,  in  compan}'  with  E.  D.  Rand, 
Charles  Hendrie  and  Moses  Foote,  he  built  the  first 
planing-raill  in  Iowa,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Derby  Roller  Mill,  and  in  1852,  selling  out  his 
interest  in  the  foundr}-,  bought  out  Hendrie  and 
Rand's  interest  in  the  planing-mill,  and  opened  a 
lumber  business,  dealing  entirely  in  Chicago  lum- 
ber. During  the  panic  of  1857  he  was  forced  to 
close  out.  and  entered  into  the  wholes.ale  grocery 
business  with  his  brother-in-law,  John  H.  Gear, 
which  he  continued  until  1870.  Selling  out  to  his 
partner,  in  corapanj-  with  others.  Mr.  P'oote  bought 
the  old   Hendrie  foundry-,  but   .as  the  building  of 


railroads  had  caused  machine-shops  to  be  built  all 
over  that  State,  thereliy  depriving  the  foundry  of 
its  former  patronage,  be  was  forced  to  close  out 
that  business  after  two  j-ears.  In  1873  he  em- 
barked in  the  wholesale  paper  and  stationery  busi- 
ness, but  not  being  successful  closed  it  out  in  1 87(5, 
at  which  time  he  resolved  never  again  to  engage  in 
■wholesaling  in  Burlington.  Tiie  year  1877  was 
spent  in  aidirg'Jmlge  Mason  and  others  in  organiz- 
ing the  Burlington  Water  Company',  he  being  em- 
ployed by  the  Holly  Company  to  superintend  their 
interest  during  tlie  construction  of  the  works,  which 
were  completed  and  deliveredto  the  Water  Com- 
pany in  June,  1878.  He  originated  the  building  of 
the  Steam  .Supplj'Companj' in  1880,  and  constructed 
and  managed  the  works  for  three  years,  after  which, 
in  1883,  he  aided  in  building  the  Rolling  and  Ripe 
Mills  of  the  Hosteen  Steam  Heater  Company,  at 
Kewanee,  111.  In  1884  he  started  the  Burlington 
Rolling  Mill  project,  planned  and  arranged  the 
entire  works,  but  when  it  was  about  completed  in 
January,  1885,  he  vvith<lrew  from  the  company  on 
account  of  the  incompatibility  of  the  Directors.  The 
construction  of  this  mill  has  been  complimented  by 
almost  every  pr.actical  iron  man  who  has  examined 
the  works.  Since  leaving  the  Rolling  Mills  he  has 
been  employed  in  constructing  various  buildings, 
and  in  putting  in  steam  apparatus  for  warming 
purposes. 

The  great  effort  of  Mr.  Foote's  life  has  been  to 
build  up  manufactures.  He  has  sunk  a  fortune  in 
his  efforts  to  make  the  many  enterprises  with  which 
he  has  been  identified  successful.  His  money  was 
made  and  spent  in  Burlington,  and  the  amount  of 
money  he  has  paid  for  over  forty  years  as  National, 
State,  county,  school  and  cit3'  taxes,  would  enable 
him  to  live  a  comfortable,  if  not  a  luxurious  life,  if 
he  now  possessed  it.  There  are  few  enterprises  in 
Burlington  that  have  not  had  his  aid  and  support. 
He  helped  to  build  the  first  foundry  and  the  first 
planing-mill  in  Iowa;  was  a  stockholder  in  the 
Burlington  &  Mt.  Pleasant  Plank  Road,  in  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  in  the  Bur- 
lington, Cedar  Itapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  in 
the  Burlington  &  Carthage  Railroad,  the  Des  Moines 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  in  the  Gas  Works 
Company,  and   was  a  stockholder  and   Director  in 
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the  First  National  Bank,  of  Burlington,  and  in  the 
Burlington  Iron  Works;  also  Superintendent  of  the 
construction  of  the  Ha\vke_ve  Woolen  Mill,  of  the 
Burlington  Water- Works,  tiie  Steam  Supply  Works 
and  the  Rolling  ]Mill.  The  shrinkage  in  value  of 
real  estate,  and  his  inability  to  hold  in  for  a  favor- 
able time  to  sell,  compelled  him  to  sacrifice  what 
would  have  been  a  paying  investment  in  a  more 
growing  city. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Foote  was  a  Henry  Clay  Whig. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  ye.ars,  when  but  a  student, 
he  s|)ent  the  summer  in  the  cause  of  Harrison  and 
Tyler  In  the  stronghold  of  .Senator  .Silas  Wright,  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.  The  year  18,56  found 
him  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  part^-,  of  which 
he  has  remained  a  member  to  this  da}'. 
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ENRY  BENNE,  a  leading  farmer  of  Benton 
Township,  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  resid- 
ing on  section  21 ,  was  born  in  Minden.  Prus- 
'^^  sia,  in  l.S.Sl.  His  parents,  Herman  Henry  and 
Christine  (Burker)  Benne,  were  also  natives  of  the 
same  place,  and  his  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. His  death  occurred  in  1844  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  3'ears,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  1848. 
They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
reared  a  family  of  five  children:  Mary,  wife  of 
Peter  Duncan,  a  butcher,  residing  in  Germany; 
Anna,  wife  of  Herman  Niekanp;  Rieke3\  deceased 
wife  of  Kasper  Riepe,  of  the  Burlington  police 
force;  Hannah,  wife  of  Christ  Gc\-er,  of  Burlington  ; 
and  Henry,  of  this  sketch. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  ui)on  a 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty -one  he  left  his  home, 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic,  and  first  settled  near 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm- 
hand and  on  a  canal-boat  for  four  j'ears.  In  1856 
he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  on  section  22,  Benton 
Township,  where  he  cut  timber  for  a  few  months, 
and  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
21,  where  he  j'et  resides.  He  immediately  began 
to  cut  down  the  timber  and  clear  off  the  land,  and 
his  farm,  now  comprising  200  acres,  eightj'  of  which 
are  under  cidtivation.  is   one   of   the   finest  in  the 


township.  Many  improvements  have  been  made, 
among  which  is  the  barn,  erected  at  the  cost  of  $700, 
and  a  comfortable  farm  residence  worth  $1,000. 

In  1853  Mr.  Benne  and  Miss  Mary  Riepe  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Min- 
den, Prussia.  The}'  have  been  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  three  of  vvhom  died  in  childhood — Nancy, 
Louisa  and  Almira.  Henry  was  drowned,  May  16, 
1880,  at  Cottonwood  Ford,  when  twentj'-one  3-ears 
of  age;  Edward  is  a  carpenter  in  Burlington;  Eliza, 
wife  of  William  Flaar,  of  Henr}'  Count}',  Iowa; 
Lydia,  wife  of  Mr.  Beard,  of  Burlington,  Iowa; 
and  Tilda,  who  wedded  Joel  Moritt,  of  Monmouth, 
111. 

Mr.  Benne  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  He  served  for  ten 
months  in  the  Civil  War.  being  a  member  of  the 
4th  Iowa  Infantry.  For  eight  j'ears  Mr.  Benne 
held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee,  and  in  1885 
was  elected  to  the  Board  of  County  Supervisors, 
which  position  he  yet  fills.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  takes  an  an  active  part  in  local  poli- 
tics. He  came  to  this  country  a  poor  boj',  landing 
in  New  York  without  money  and  without  friends, 
but  by  his  energj'  and  ability  he  has  gained  a  com- 
fortable competence  for  himself.  A  .S3'btemalic, 
practical  and  energetic  farmer,  he  can  not  but  be 
successful,  and,  as  a  citizen,  he  is  well  known  and 
universall3'  respected  b3'  all  the  people  of  Benton 
Township. 


JEREMIAH  R.  BAILEY,  a  farmer  residing 
on  section  32,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Center 
,^j_j^  County,  Pa.,  June  5,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
Ephraim  and  Mar3'  H.  (Rankin")  Baile3',  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  Center  County.  Our 
subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  educated  at  the 
common  schools,  and  emigrated  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents  in  1855.  they  locating  on  section  32,  Yel- 
low Spring  Township,  Des  Moines  County,  and  ad- 
joining where  our  subject  now  lives.  Ephraim  and 
Marv  H.  Bailey  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  all 
of  whom  are  now  living.  Jeremiah  R.  is  the  eldest; 
Sarah,  the  next,  is  the  wife  of  Martin  L.  Heizer,  of 
Mediapolis;  Mar3'  J.  is  the  wife  of  James  McJIul- 
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len,  of  Burlington,  Iowa;  John  Js.,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  K,  2d  Iowa  Cavahy,  of  which  he 
was  Sergeant,  is  now  a  resident  of  California;  Rachel 
E.  is  the  wife  of  David  R.  Bruce,  living  near  Graf- 
ton, Nel). ;  and  Ephraim  E.  D.  lives  with  his  father 
in  Kossuth,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa.  Jeremiah  lived 
with  his  father  until  Nov.  12,  1861,  when,  respond- 
ing to  his  country's  call  for  volunteers,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  2d  Iowa  Cavalry,  serving  for 
three  years,  and  participating  in  the  battles  of 
Corinth.  luka,  Hollj'  Springs,  Tupelo,  and  numer- 
ous otiier  skirmishes,  in  one  of  which  he  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  arm.  Returning  home  in  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  Mr.  Bailey  worked  as  a  farm-hand  for  a 
year,  and  then  rented  land  in  various  localities 
until  1>S70.  On  the  20th  of  November,  1866,  he 
wedded  Sarah  Ilinson,  a  native  of  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Joab  and  Eve  (Philips) 
Hinson,  wiiose  birthplace  was  also  in  the  Buckeje 
State.  Her  parents  were  among  the  earliest  pio- 
neers of  Des  Moines  County',  having  settled  in  Ben- 
ton Township  in  1839.  The  motlier  died  Jan.  5, 
1883.  aged  sevent3--nine  j-ears,  but  tlie  father  is 
still  living  at  Kingston,  Iowa. 

In  1871  Mr.  Baiiej'  made  his  first  purchase  of 
land,  which  consisted  of  a  farm  of  fortj'  acres  on 
section  32  of  Yellow  Spring  Township.  Upon  this 
land  the  family  yet  resides,  though  he  now  owns 
eight3'  acres.  Mr.  Bailey  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  Sheppard  Post,  No.  159,  G.  A.  R. 

Ephraim  Bailey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  now 
lives  a  retired  life  in  the  village  of  Kossuth.  His 
wife  died  in  1856,  and  he  was  again  married, 
Abbie  R.  Rankin,  a  cousin  by  his  former  marriage, 
becoming  his  wife. 


EVI  MOFFET,  deceased,  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Des  Moines  Count}',  was  born  in 
Oppenheim,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May 
10,  1800,  and  was  the  sou  of  John  and  Abigail 
Moffet.  He  removed  to  Orangcville,  Mercer  Co., 
Ohio,  in  hisyoutii,  where  he  was  engaged  in  milling, 
and  there  was  united  in  marriage,  Jan.  29,  1824, 
with  Mi>s  Elizabeth  Keck,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 


Katliarena  Keek.  In  1833,  Mr.  Moffet  made  a  tour 
of  the  West  in  search  of  a  location  for  a  new  home. 
He  crossed  tiie  Mississippi  at  the  old  ferry  opi)osite 
Cascade,  now  the  northern  part  of  Burlington,  made 
his  way  to  .Skunk  River,  where  he  selected  a  site  for 
a  mill  and  village,  and  I'eturned  to  the  East  to  pre- 
pare for  the  contemi)lated  change  of  base.  Organ- 
izing a  colony  of  eleven  families  and  taking  with 
him,  as  a  part  of  his  outfit,  a  set  of  mill-stones  and 
machinery,  in  the  spring  of  1835  he  and  the  col- 
ony set  out  on  their  journey  for  the  West.  Their 
effects  and  families  were  loaded  into  flatl)oats,  which 
were  floated  down  a  tributary  to  the  Ohio  River 
and  thence  to  the  Mississippi.  At  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
they  met  with  a  misfortune  that  caused  serious 
trouble.  Their  fleet  was  wrecked  by  colliding  with 
a  steamer,  and  their  household  effects  were  tlirown 
into  the  river,  though  all  were  saved,  however,  their 
onl}'  loss  being  that  of  their  boats  and  the  damage 
to  their  goods.  The  remainder  of  the  journey  was 
made  by  steamer.  On  arriving  at  their  destination, 
Mr.  Moffet  founded  the  village  of  Augusta,  at  the 
site  formerly  selected,  and  at  once  set  to  work  to 
build  a  gristmill,  which  was  accomplished  the  fol- 
lowing j-ear,  and  which  was  the  first  mill  erected  in 
Iowa,  and  here  settlers  came  from  miles  around, 
often  having  to  camp  out  while  waiting  for  their 
turn  to  have  their  grist  ground.  The  mill  was  often 
full  from  floor  to  ceiling  with  ungronnd  grain,  its 
capacity'  not  being  equal  to  the  demand.  Mr.  Moffet 
was  a  man  of  great  enterprise  and  force  of  character, 
and  he  determined  to  help  supply  some  of  the  de- 
mands of  the  surrounding  country,  which  was  rapidly 
becoming  settled.  He  established  a  general  store, 
built  a  carding-mill,  established  a  ferr}'  across  the 
river  at  Augusta,  and  subsequently  gave  the  right  of 
way  for  a  bridge  at  that  point.  He  also  built  a  dis- 
tillery, which  made  a  demand  for  the  surplus  corn 
of  the  surrounding  country ;  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  eastern  capital,  built  a  passenger  steamer  called 
the  "  Maid  of  Iow.a,"  which  was  the  only  steamer 
built  at  Augusta.  She  made  regular  trips  for  several 
years,  between  St.  Louis  and  Keokuk.  Mr.  Moffet 
also  ovvned  large  tracts  of  land  adjacent  to  Augusta. 
The  third  year  after  his  settlement  at  Augusta, 
our  subject  met  with  his  first  great  trouble — his 
wife  was  taken  from  him  by  death,  March  20,  1838, 
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after  a  brief  illness,  leaving  seven  small  children. 
After  an  interval  of  a  half-century,  the  family  his- 
tory acconnts  for  these  ehilflren  as  follows :  .Joseph, 
the  elder,  married  Miss  Caroline  Roll,  a  daughter  of 
his  step-mother,  accompanied  his  father  and  two 
brothers  to  California  in  1849,  and  subsequentlj' 
returned  to  Augusta,  where  he  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  milling  business,  and  died  in  1879;  Julia 
married  A.  L.  Graves  and  resides  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa; 
Kaj'ues,  the  second  son.  wedded  Miss  Caroline  Hos- 
tetter  and  lives  at  Bear  Mountain,  Ark.,  wiiere  he 
is  interested  in  mining;  John  became  the  husband 
of  Miss  Dacj'  Martin,  of  Ilealdsburg,  Cal.,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death  in  1884;  Lucinda  is  the  wife 
of  H.  T.  Fau'banks.  of  Petaluma,  Cal. ;  Elizabeth 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve  j'ears;  and  Esther  died  in 
infanc}'. 

The  history  of  Mr.  Mofifet's  second  marriage, 
which  occurred  June  17.  1840,  is  somewhat  roman- 
tic. In  1836,  while  he  was  preparing  to  build  his 
mill,  a  Mr.  John  L.  Iloff,  from  St.  Louis,  stopped  at 
Augusta,  while  prospecting  for  a  location,  and  be- 
ing a  millwright  and  cabinet-maker  bj'  trade,  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Moflfet  to  prepare  i)lans  for  the 
new  mill  and  aid  in  its  construction,  during  which 
he  was  an  inmate  of  our  subject's  home.  Mr.  Itoflf 
was  so  well  pleased  with  August;!  and  his  new  ac- 
quaintances that  he  brought  his  family,  consisting 
of  his  wife  and  two  children,  to  that  place  in  June, 
1838.  It  happened  that  Mrs.  Moffet  died  a  few 
weeks  later  and  Mr.  Roff  made  her  burial  casket. 
The  August  following,  he  was  taken  sick  and  died, 
leaving  a  widow  and  two  children  among  compara- 
tive strangers.  Two  years  passed  awaj-.  and  in 
1840,  Mr.  Moffet  and  Mrs.  Roff  united  their  fort- 
unes  and  were  married.  The  lady,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Antoinette  Chauvin,  was  the  daughter  of 
Jacques  Chauvin,  who  w.as  the  son  of  Capt.  Jacques 
Chauvin,  who  commanded  the  French  post  at  Kas- 
kaskia  on  the  Illinois  River,  now  Utica,  of  La  Salle 
Countj-,  in  1774.  Mr.  Chauvin  was  born  at  St. 
Louis  in  1782,  when  that  place  was  but  a  small 
French  village, 

Mrs.  Moffet  was  united  in  marriage  with  her  first 
husband,  Oct.  11,  1833,  when  she  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  three  children  graced  the  union: 
Caroline  is  the  widow  of  Joseph  Moffet,  and  resides 


at  Augusta,  Iowa;  Rofena  was  the  wife  of  Israel 
Sunderland,  now  living  in  Chicago;  Isabel  died  in 
infancy.  In  1849,  Mr.  Moffet  had  an  attack  of 
what  was  called  the  gold  fever,  and,  accompanied 
by  his  three  sons,  Joseph,  John  and  Raynes,  crossed 
the  plains  to  California,  but  after  a  year  spent  in 
the  gold  regions,  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Iowa, 
and  pursued  his  former  vocation.  Mr.  Moffet  was 
peculiarly  qualified  for  the  life  of  a  pioneer;  cool, 
courageous,  and  possessed  of  indomitable  energy, 
generous  and  warm  hearted,  his  hospitality  was  un- 
bounded, and  the  rich  or  poor,  white  man  or  Indian, 
was  alw.ajs  sure  to  find  the  latch-string  outside  and 
a  warm  welcome  within.  He  was  the  leading  spirit 
of  his  region,  was  universally  esteemed  and  re- 
spected; his  habits  were  simple  and  temperate,  and 
although  he  and  his  sons  operated  a  distiller}'  for 
years,  not  one  of  them  was  addicted  to  the  habit 
of  drinking — in  fact,  they  never  used  either  liquor 
or  tobacco. 

When  but  little  past  the  prime  of  life,  Mr.  Moffet 
was  called  to  his  final  home,  his  death  occurring 
March  31,  18.57,  aged  fifty-seven,  and  sincere  grief 
was  felt  by  a  large  circle  of  relations  and  friends. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  political  sentiment,  as  were 
all  his  sons  except  John,  but  was  never  ambitious  of 
official  honors,  always  having  too  many  business 
projects  on  his  hand  to  give  time   to  public  affairs. 

By  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Moffet's  family  con- 
sisted of  six  children,  one  son  and  five  daughters: 
Emil}-,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy;  Augustus  died 
in  childhood;  Euphemia,  wife  of  Charles  Hibler,  of 
Sulphur  Springs.  Ark. ;  Josephine  died  in  infancy; 
Zora  is  the  vvife  of  George  Finck,  of  Burlington,  Iowa ; 
and  Lillie  resides  in  Augusta,  where  all  the  children 
were  born.  Mrs.  Moffet,  who  was  a  lady  of  rare  grace 
and  refinement,  mourned  her  husband  many  years. 
She  was  born  at  St.  Louis,  Oct.  22,  1815,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Augusta,  Jan.  28,  1888.  She  had 
seen  much  of  pioneer  life,  and  in  early  times  had 
entertained  as  her  guests  the  great  chief  Black 
Hawk  and  other  noted  cekbritiesof  those  days.  In 
character  and  disposition,  Mrs.  Moffet  was  courage- 
ous, yet  gentle,  cheerful  and  amiable,  ever  ready  to 
minister  to  those  in  trouble  and  encourage  to  good 
by  her  loving  words  and  pure  example.  In  her 
religious  views,  she  was  a  devout  Catholic,  living 
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up  to  the  requirements  of  her  Church  from  early 
childhood,  and  her  life  was  a  continuous  exaini)le 
of  goodness  and  virtue  to  her  family,  her  friends 
and  the  world. 

In  February,  1857,  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Mof- 
fet,  tiie  old  mill  was  swept  away  in  a  great  freshet, 
and  proved  a  total  loss.  Joseph  rebuilt  the  mill  on 
an  improved  plan,  carrying  on  the  business  up  to 
the  spring  of  1877,  when  he  sold  the  mill  to  Will- 
iam Fisher,  the  present  owner,  and  he  with  his  two 
young  sons,  Charles  and  Ramo,  went  to  Joplin,  Mo., 
where  he  was  largely  interested  in  the  lead  mines, 
and  where  he  remained  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1879.  During  another  freshet  in  August,  1879, 
one  of  the  original  siones  of  the  old  mill,  the  first 
in  the  State,  was  discovered  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 
A  comparison  of  that  rude  old  granite  with  the 
three  run  of  French  buhrs,  strikingly  illustrates  the 
difference  between  the  pioneer  days  and  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Fisher  had  it  placed  under  some  willow 
trees  that  grew  at  the  side  of  the  mill,  where  it  no 
doubt  is  an  object  of  interest  to  those  surviving 
pioneers  who  ate  mush  made  from  meal  ground 
by  it. 


^^_^ORATIO  W.  CARTWRIGHT  is  a  farmer 
ji  residing  on  section  5,  Union  Township. 
!4W^  Among  the  early  pioneers  of  Des  Jiloines 
(^;  County  none  deserve  more  especial  mention 
than  Mr.  Cartwright.  He  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Ohio,  March  20,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  F.  and  Jane  (Walkei-)  Cartwright,  the 
father  a  native  of  Delaware  and  the  mother  of  Fa^^- 
ette  County,  Ohio.  The  grandfather,  Jacob  Cart- 
wriglit,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersej',  but  later  be- 
came a  resident  of  Delaware.  Having  gone  to 
Fayette  County,  William  Cartwright  there  became 
acquainted  with  Miss  Jane  Walker,  the  acquaintance 
ripened  into  love,  and  in  1833  their  marriage  was 
celebrated.  In  that  county  our  subject  and  his 
brother  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy,  were  born. 
In  1837  the  family  removed  to  Vigo  County,  Ind., 
where  they  remained  until  August,  1839,  and  then 
emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  where  Mr. 
Cartwright  purchased  a  tract  of  land  that  h.id  been 
entered   liy    Mr.    Hendiicks,  father  of  Thomas  A. 


Hendricks,  late  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
Improvements  were  immediate!}'  begun  and  there 
Mr.  Cartwright  lived  until  he  was  called  to  liis  long 
rest  in  1858.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
his  day  and  in  all  social,  educational  and  religious 
matters,  he  took  great  interest.  For  a  number  of 
3' ears  he  was  Steward  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al 
Church,  to  which  his  wife,  who  died  iu  1853,  also 
belonged,  haviug  been  a  member  from  early  life. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cartwright  were  born  twelve 
children,  and  of  that  number  nine  are  j'et  living: 
Mar}'  .and  Benjamin  both  died  in  infancy;  Susan 
and  Eliza  make  their  homo  with  their  sister  Lydia, 
who  is  the  wife  of  James  Hankins;  Sarah  weded  O. 
H.  Brjson,  a  farmer  of  Henry  Count}-,  Iowa ;  Will- 
iam and  Stephen  are  twins,  the  former  now  a  farmer 
of  Henry  County,  Iowa,  the  latter  of  Union  Town- 
ship, Des  Moines  County;  Rachel  is  the  wife  of 
James  Short,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Canaan 
Township,  Henrj'  Co.,  Iowa. 

Almost  the  entire  life  of  our  subject  has  been 
spent  in  Des  Moines  County  and  here  his  education 
was  received  in  the  common  schools.  After  the 
death  of  his  parents  the  care  of  the  family  de- 
volved upon  him,  and  well  has  he  pe:  formed  his 
arduous  duties.  Under  his  management  the  land 
was  rapidly  improved,  consequently  increasing  in 
value,  and  about  the  year  1867  the  estate  was  di- 
vided, he  being  the  administrator.  In  1854  Mr. 
Cartwright  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lettie 
Keller,  who  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Peirpont)  Kel- 
ler, natives  of  Mar3-land,  who  emigrated  to  this 
county  in  1854.  Both  have  since  departed  this  life, 
the  father  dying  in  Missouri,  the  mother  in  Chicago. 

Four  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Caitwright:  Lizzie  J.,  wife  of  L.  M.  Slmbert,  a 
farmer  of  Henry  County,  Iowa;  Mary,  wife  of  J. 
B.  Gearhart,  alsoa  farmer  of  Henry  County;  Frank 
W.  and  Charlie  H.,  yet  at  home.  Mr.  Cartwright  is 
now  the  owner  of  32-2  acres  of  land,  202  of  which 
is  the  home  farm,  upon  which  he  has  resided  since 
1859.  He  has  made  nearly  all  of  the  fine  improve- 
ments, and  in  point  of  cultivation  it  ranks  among 
the  first  of  the  count}'.  Mr.  Cartwright  is  never 
so  busy  but  th.at  he  can  attend  to  his  religious  du- 
ties.    He  contributes  liberally  to  the  ui)building  of 
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scboul-houses  and  churches,  he  being  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  in  which  he  has 
been  Steward  and  Trustee  for  many  j-ears.  Mr. 
Cartwriglit  has  filled  many  offices  of  trust,  and  in 
politics  is  a  stalwart  Republican.  An  honorable 
citizen,  upright  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen, 
he  leceives  the  respect  ancl  cunfiilence  of  all,  and 
we  take  pleasure  in  pl.acing  upon  the  pages  of  this 
work  the  name  of  so  prominent  a  personage.  In 
1874  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Carpenter  as  one 
of  three  commissioners  to  lease  the  convict  labor 
of  the  State,  and  feeling  the  importance  of  the  po- 
sition, the  three  men  visited  all  the  penitentiaries 
of  the  Eastern  States,  and  during  his  four  years  of 
service  he  paid  the  highest  compliments  to  Warden 
McClaughery,  of  Joliet,  111. 

JOHN  R.  .JONES,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des  Moines  Co., 
Iowa,  residing  on  section  30,  was  born  in 
Anglesea,  North  Wales.  May  15,  1825.  Ills 
parents  were  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Owens)  .lones, 
natives  of  the  same  place,  where  the  father  was  a 
farmer.  In  1845  his  father  left  his  native  land  for 
America,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  six  chil- 
dren. Landing  in  New  York  he  came  direct  to 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  where  his  brother  John 
had  settled,  having  come  to  America  fifteen  j-ears 
previous  to  this  time,  and  h.as  l)een  a  resident  of 
Yellow  Spring  Township  for  several  years.  Robert 
Jones  purchased  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  that  of 
his  brother,  comprising  320  acres  of  prairie  and 
forty  acres  of  timber.  On  that  land  he  erected  a 
stone  house,  the  walls  of  which  are  yet  standing, 
and  there  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  Sept.  19,  1875.  aged  seventy-five  j-ears, 
having  been  born  in  the  j'ear  1800.  His  wife  died 
Feb.  27,  1878,  being  also  seventy-five  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  Robert  Jones  was  a  man 
of  high  moral  character  and  strict  integrity.  In  his 
native  countrj'  he  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  his  wife  belonging  to  the  Baptist,  but  on 
coming  to  Iowa  both  joined  the  Congregational 
Church,  continuing  their  connection  with  it  as  long 
as  thej-   lived.     They   were   the   parents  of  seven 


children,  six  of  whom  were  l)orn  in  Wales:  John 
R.  was  the  eldest;  Robert,  who  was  a  first-class 
engineer  on  the  largest  steamboat  of  the  Lower  Jlis- 
sissippi,  died  in  New  Orleans;  William  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  hotel  at  Flora,  111.;  Thomas,  who  was 
learning  the  trade  of  blacksmithing  at  St.  Louis, 
died  there  when  a  young  man;  David,  who  was 
formerly  a  farmer  in  Y'ellow  Spring  Township,  is 
now  a  resident  of  Washington  Territory;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Rev.  T.  W.  Evans,  died  at  her  home  in 
Louisa  Couutj';  Isaac  is  a  farmer  in  Kansas. 

John  R.  Jones  was  twenty  years  of  age  when  he 
emigrated  from  Wales,  in  which  country  he  had 
received  his  education.  He  worked  for  his  father 
for  two  years,  helping  hiin  to  develop  the  farm, 
which  was  then  a  naked  prairie.  After  the  raw  land 
was  broken,  the  rail  fences  made,  the  stone  house 
erected,  and  his  father  comfortably  settled,  he  be- 
gan to  improve  for  himself  an  80-acre  tractof  land 
of  his  father's  original  purchase,  which  the  latter 
had  deeded  to  him.  While  his  land  was  undergo- 
ing this  work  of  cultivation  Mr.  Jones  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents,  but  deciding  that  it  was  "not 
good  for  man  to  be  alone,"  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, Jan.  18,  1849,  with  Gwen  Owens,  a  native  of 
Merionethshire,  North  Wales,  born  June  7,  1822. 
Her  parents  were  Robert  and  Grace  (Roberts) 
Owens.  Mrs.  Jones  had  been  married  in  her  native 
countrj'  to  Jones  R.  Hughes,  with  whom  she  had 
come  to  America  in  1842.  He  died  in  Ple.asant 
Grove  Township,  this  county,  where  they  had  set- 
tled. One  child  graced  this  union,  Hannah  S.,  born 
Nov.  6,  1846,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Z. 
Lloyd,  of  Cass  Count3-,  Iowa,  and  the  mother  of 
seven  children. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  made 
their  home  with  his  parents. until  the  next  summer, 
when  he  erected  a  hewed-log  cabin,  which  was  the 
best  in  the  neighborhood  in  that  day,  and  is  yet 
standing  on  the  farm.  In  that  the  3'oung  couple 
began  housekeeping,  residing  there  for  thirty-tsvo 
years,  but  in  18'sl  a  commodious  frame  residence 
was  erected,  in  which  the  family-  still  reside.  Eleven 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones, 
four  of  whom  died  in  youth.  A  son,  William,  died 
unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty -eight,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  who  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Archer,  of 
— ^ i» 
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Yellow  Spring  Township,  died  at  the  age  of  twentj'- 
five,  leaving  a  daughter.  The  surviving  children 
are:  Robert,  born  April  26,  1850,  married  Miriam 
Crawford,  and  lives  near  Winficld,  Iowa;  Sarah 
E..born  Aug.  7,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  L. 
Jones,  a  farmer  of  Osage  County,  Kan. ;  Elizabeth, 
born  May  14.  1855,  wedded  Cassius  E.  Yohe,  who 
is  a  farmer  in  Wasiiington  Townsiiip,  Des  Moines 
County;  John  L.,  born  March  19,  1862,  is  the  hus- 
band of  Sarah  E.  Portlock,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  parents;  David  0.,  born  Feb.  20,  1865,  is 
unmarried,  and  is  in  a  wholesale  grocery  house 
at  Burlington. 

When  Mr.  Jones  first  became  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines  County  the  section  in  which  he  now  resides 
was  all  an  open  prairie,  very  little  of  the  land  in  his 
locality  being  yet  entered.  It  was  later  taken  up 
by  warrants  issued  to  soldiers  of  the  Mexian  War. 
For  several  miles  north  of  his  place  to  Virginia 
Grove  in  Louisa  County  there  was  not  a  fence; 
prairie  fires  frequently  raged,  and  wolves  and  deer 
were  often  seen  roaming  over  the  prairie.  At  the 
present  time,  through  the  care  and  cultivation  of 
its  pioneers,  this  section  has  become  one  of  the  best 
of  Des  Moines  County.  Mr.  Jones  is  known  as  one 
of  the  thorough-going  farmers  of  Yellow  Spring 
Tovvnship,  and  his  farms  and  buildings  give  evi- 
dence of  his  industry,  thrift  and  energy.  As  a  man, 
a  neighbor,  a  citizen,  he  stands  in  the  front  rank  of 
the  best  citizens  of  the  county. 

A  view  of  his  fine  residence  is  given  on  another 
page,  and  the  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  ac- 
companj'  this  sketch. 
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IIARLES  W.  MESSENGER,  train  dispatcher 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  at  Bur- 
'^^y  lington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Henry  Count}', 
July  14,  185G,  and  is  the  son  of  Alanson  and  Paul- 
ine (Campbell)  Messenger,  who  were  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  this  county  and  still  reside  at  Danville. 
Charles  received  his  education  at  the  district  schools, 
which  he  .attended  until  the  age  of  fourteen.  Hav- 
ing an  uncle  in  the  railroad  business,  an  agent  at 
Danville,  Mr.  Messenger  entered  the  office,  learned 
telegraphy,    and    was    afterward    a|)pointed    agent, 


holding  that  position  at  various  points  between 
Burlington  and  Creston  until  1  878,  when  he  secured 
the  position  of  train  dispatcher  at  Ottumwa.  In  the 
fall  of  1884  lie  came  to  this  city,  where  he  h.as  since 
filled  his  present  position.  Air.  Messenger  is  a  self- 
made  man,  his  success  in  life  being  due  to  his  own 
efforts. 

In  Danville.  Iowa,  the  union  of  Charles  W.  Mes- 
senger and  Miss  Flora  Robinson  was  celebrated. 
She  was  born  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  in  May,  1856,  and 
is  a  stepdaughter  of  Wolcott  Seymour,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  this  county,  now  deceased. 
By  this  union  three  children  were  born,  all  daugh- 
ters— Zora,  Marie  and  Pauline.  Mr.  Messenger  is  a 
Hawke3-e  by  birth,  a  young  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary .ability,  and  one  who  is  highly  respected. 


^#^ 

IRAM  MESSENGER,  a  prominent  farmer 
residing  on  section  31,  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
ship, was  born  on  the  7th  of  February,  1832, 
in  Chenango  County.  N.  Y.,  and  i?  a  son  of 
William  and  Julia  (Brown)  Messenger,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  same  county.  In  the  fall  of 
1837  they  left  New  York  and  started  for  the  West, 
coming  directly  to  Yellow  Spring  Township,  where 
the  father  purchased  100  acres  of  raw  land,  from 
which  he  developed  a  finely'  cultivated  farm.  He 
also  purch.ased  property  in  the  village  of  Yellow 
Spring,  and  there  operated  a  sawmill  for  a  number 
of  years.  This  county  was  his  home  until  1860, 
when  he  removed  to  Colorado,  locating  ten  miles 
west  of  Denver.  After  residing  there  for  several 
years  he  removed  to  Black  Hawk,  Col.,  where  his 
death  occurred  during  the  fall  of  1887,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-five.  The  death  of  the 
mother  occurred  at  the  .age  of  seventy-two,  June 
16,  1885,  in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  she  was  mak- 
ing her  home  with  her  daughter.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1847,  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  our  sul)ject 
came  to  Des  Moines  County  with  his  parents,' and 
for  many  years  was  eniplo>'cd  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  farm.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  twenty- 
five  3'ears  of  age,  and  on  the  25th  of  March,  1857, 
his  marriage  with  .buic  Harper  was  celelirated.    She 
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was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  iitate,  and  a  (laughter 
of  David  and  Hannah  (Wallace)  Harper.  Immedi- 
ately after  their  marriage  the  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  on  a  farm  of  100  acres,  which 
Mr.  Messenger  had  purchased  on  section  35  of  Yel- 
low Spring  Township,  and  after  residing  there  for 
six  years  removed  with  his  family  to  Kossuth. 
Later,  Mr.  Messenger  went  to  Colorado,  traveling 
overland,  and  remained  six  months,  engaged  in 
freighting  and  l)uying  cattle..  After  returning  home 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  31  of 
Yellow  Spring  Township,  and  this  farm  has  ever 
since  been  his  home.  He  has  added  more  land  un- 
til he  has  now  a  farm  of  159^^  acres  in  extent. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Messenger  occurred  June  17, 
1885.  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  She  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Six 
children  blessed  the  union  of  Hiram  Messenger  and 
Jane  Harper :  Albert,  now  a  farmer  of  Yellow  Spring 
Township;  James  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years;  Alice,  residing  at  iiome;  Charlie,  now  living 
in  Telkiride.  Col.;  Edward,  who  died  in  infancy; 
and  Anna  Jane,  living  with  her  father.  Mr.  Mes- 
senger is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
is  an  Elder  of  that  organization  at  Kossuth.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Republican. 


C 'GEORGE  FINCK,  commercial  traveler  for  the 
— ,  wliolesale  jewelry  house  of  Stein  &  Ellbo- 
^  gen,  of  Chicago,  111.,  was  born  in  tiie  town 
of  Eppingen,  Baden-Baden,  Germany,  Nov.  '29, 
1834.  On  the  death  of  his  fatlier  tlie  mother  emi- 
grated to  America  with  her  children  in  1850,  locat- 
ing at  New  York,  where  he  was  educated  in  the 
city  schools,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1858  began 
learning  the  jeweler's  trade  with  the  firm  of  Falk- 
man  &  Pollock,  manufacturers  of  gold  chains,  with 
whom  he  remained  nearly  a  year,  but  thinking  he 
was  learning  too  little,  lie  secured  a  situation  with 
tlio  firm  of  Lion  &  Durckee,  manufacturers  of  fine 
Etruscan  jewelry.  Mr.  Finck's  connection  with 
tiiat  house  continued  until  tlie  breaking  out  of  the 
late  war,  when  the  factory  was  forced  to  close,  on 
account  of  their  trade  being  largely  in  the  Southern 


States.  He  next  spent  six  months  in  tlie  employ 
of  Bessinger  &  Philips,  jewelers,  after  which  ho  was 
employed  b\'  the  Union  Telegraph  Company,  re- 
maining with  them  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Deter- 
mining to  gratif3-  his  desire  for  travel,  Mr.  Finck 
started  on  a  whaler  on  a  trip  around  the  world  in 
the  fall  of  1862.  He  went  by  way  of  Cape  Horn 
across  the  Pacific,  stopping  at  Juan  Fernandez,  or 
Robinson  Crusoe's  Island,  to  the  Sea  of  Okhotsk. 
After  spending  several  months  he  went  to  Japan  on 
an  English  vessel.  From  there  he  went  to  the 
Chinese  seas,  where  he  spent  a  year  visiting  Hong 
Kong  and  many  other  cities.  He  came  home  in  the 
"Warhawk."  by  way  of  Cape  of  Good  Hoiie,  stop- 
ping at  Bancock  and  .St.  Helena.  He  reached  Bos- 
ton in  the  fall  of  1864.  and  went  from  there  back 
to  New  York.  Mr.  Finck  can  relate  many  interest- 
ing adventures  which  took  place  during  his  trip. 
The  next  six  months  were  passed  with  a  brother  in 
the  woods  of  Canada,  then  returning  again  to  New 
York,  Mr.  Finck  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business 
with  Chatillier  cfe  Spruce,  manufacturers  of  Etruscan 
jeweir}'.  Continuing  with  that  house  until  1868, 
he  then  went  to  California,  where  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy' of  R.  B.  Gray  &  Co.,  jewelers  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. After  remaining  with  them  one  year  he 
engaged  with  F.  D.  Ring  for  two  years,  when  he 
became  proprietor  of  that  business,  watch-making 
and  jewelry,  which  he  carried  on  succcssfullj'  until 
the  great  panic  of  1876,  caused  by  the  Ralston 
Bank  failure,  made  business  so  dull  that  he  sold 
out.  In  March,  1883,  Mr.  Finck  went  to  South- 
western Missouri  and  engaged  in  lead  and  zinc 
mining,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  until  1884, 
when  he  sold  out  and  accepted  a  position  with 
Swartzchild,  Glickauf  &  Newhouse,  wholesale  jcvv- 
elers,  as  traveling  salesman.  He  continued  with  the 
last-named  firm  until  Jul^',  1886,  when  he  began 
with  his  present  employers,  Messrs.  Stein  &  Ellbo- 
gen. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  1872,  in  Petaluma.  Cal., 
Mr.  Finck  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Zora 
Moffet,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Antoinette  (Chauvin) 
Moffet.  Mrs.  Finck  was  born  at  Augusta.  Des 
Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  where  her  parents,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  were  the  very  first 
settlers.      Four  children   were   horn  of  this  union, 
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two  sons  !\nd  two  daugliteis — Zora  Ernestine,  George 
Julius.  Lillie  Antoinette  nnd  IMoffet  Earl ;  all,  except 
the  second  flaiighter,  were  born  in  San  Francisco, 
but  her  birthplace  was  Augusta,  Iowa,  at  her  moth- 
er's old  home.  Mr.  Finck  is  an  enterprising,  prac- 
tical l)usiness  m.in,  who  has  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  has  made  his  way  from  childhood  unaided. 
Since  1884  he  has  resided  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where  he  has  a  tasty  and  commodious  residence  of 
his  own  in  one  of  the  most  pleasant  parts  of  the 
city. 


IIARLES  WEIS,   a  resident  of  Burlington, 
,,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born   March 

^^  20,  1849.  He  attended  school  until  fifteen 
}"ears  of  age.  in  Germany,  and  then  learned  the 
butcher's  trade  with  his  father,  in  Stuttgart,  his  na- 
tive city.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  1868, 
■when,  having  decided  to  come  to  America,  be 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  after  reaching  this  countrj' 
began  working  at  his  trade  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Spueghold.  After  remaining  with 
him  for  about  seven  3ears  Mr.  Weis  came  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  in  1876,  working  for  Mr.  Muzen- 
mej'er  until  1886,  when  he  began  business  for 
himself,  and  has  since  been  very  successful.  He  is 
one  of  the  enterprising  business  men  of  Burlington, 
is  honest  and  fair  in  all  his  business  dealings,  therebj' 
winning  the  confidence  of  all,  and  for  the  short 
time  which  he  has  resided  in  the  city  has  made 
many  warm  friends. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Weis  and  Miss  Rose  Welsh 
was  celebrated  in  this  city.  The  lady  is  a  native 
of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  they  have  a  famil}'  of 
three  children  :  Charles,  born  Jan.  21,1 878 ;  Annie, 
July  6,   1881;  and   Florence,  Oct.    15,   1883. 

^!  OIIX  S.  TAYLOR,  of  Brooks,  Smith  &  Tay- 
lor, wholesale  grocers,  and  sole  proiirietor 
of  the  hat  and  cap  business  of  Taylor  Bros., 
_  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  at  Rock  Island, 
111.,  Nov.  29,  1856.  He  is  a  son  of  Allen  Taylor, 
and  came  to  Iowa  with  his  [larents  in  1857,  spent 
five  j'ears  at  Fairfield  and  then  located  at  Burling- 


ton. He  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  and 
graduated  from  the  Burlington  High  School  in  the 
class  of  '7.3.  He  then  cng.aged  as  clerk  in  the  hat 
and  cap  store  of  R.  M.  Washburn,  and  continued  in 
that  capacity  until  1879,  when  he  bought  into  the 
business  of  which  he  has  since  become  sole  proprie- 
tor. This  house  has  become  one  of  the  most  po|)u- 
lar  trading  places  in  the  city,  and  does  an  annual 
business  of  $20,000. 

Mr.  Tajlor  is  a  member  of  Friendship  Lodge  No. 
11,  K.  of  P.,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  Mr. 
Taylor's  father,  Allen  Taylor,  was  a  resident  of  Bur- 
lington for  twenty-six  years,  and  was  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen.     His   death  occurred  Jan.  2,  1888. 
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|i|f^,EV.  ISAAC  LEONARD,  a  pioneer  of  Des 
im^  Moines  County,  Iowa,  of  1842,  is  the 
/4\  yd  youngest  brother  of  David  Leonard,  in 
^^  whose  sketch  the  history  of  the  family  is 
given.  He  came  with  his  parents,  Abner  and 
Elizabeth  (Letterman)  Leonard,  who  were  both 
natives  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  the  former  born 
Dec.  13,  1787,  and  the  latter  Oct.  27,  1788.  Abner 
lived  with  his  parents  on  a  farm  until  his  marriage 
in  1808,  after  which,  as  be  had  no  previous  chance 
for  securing  an  education,  he  entered  upon  a  liberal 
course  of  study  and  graduated  at  Washington 
College,  AVashington,  Pa.  After  completing  his 
literary  education,  he  entered  the  rainistrj'  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  1829  removed  to 
Franklin  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Truro.  Thirteen  years 
later,  in  1842,  he  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where,  in  comi)any  with  his  sons,  David  and  Isaac, 
he  engaged  in  the  nursery  business  on  a  farm  on 
section  25,  Flint  River  Township,  known  as  the 
Lone  Tree  Farm.  A  part  of  this  property'  is  yet 
owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  On  this  place 
Mr.  Leonard  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Oct.  30,  1856.  He  was  a  man  of  unquestioned  in- 
tegrity, and  of  great  energy  and  perseverance,  as 
is  attested  by  the  fact  of  his  acquiring  an  education 
under  great  difficulties,  and  after  arriving  at  years 
of  manhood.  It  was  a  very  rare  thing  in  his  day 
to  find  a  person  opitosed  to  the  use  of  intoxicating 
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liquors,  but  he  was  au  ardent  temperance  man,  and 
also  a  fdo  to  tobacco.  He  instilled  into  the  minds 
of  his  children  the  same  ideas,  and  the^'  have  fol- 
lowed his  teachings  throughout  life. 

Mr.  Leonard  was  united  in  marriage,  Oct.  27, 
1808,  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  with  Elizabeth 
Letterman.  She  survived  her  husband  eight  years, 
dying  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  Oct.  18,  1864. 
She  possessed  a  remarkably  vigorous  constitution, 
was  of  an  equable  temperament,  was  a  loving  wife 
and  devoted  mother,  and  her  death  was  sincerely 
mourned  b^'  all  who  knew  her  Five  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
all  grew  to  manhood:  Hiram,  born  Dec.  7,  1809, 
received  his  education  at  Washington  College,  Pa., 
and  came  to  Iowa  the  year  following  the  one  in 
which  the  family  came.  He  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  died  in  Iowa  City,  Oct.  12,  1887. 
His  wife,  who  was  formerly  Elizabeth  Patterson, 
died  in  January,  1884.  Their  eldest  son,  Nathan 
R.,  was  for  twcnt^'-eight  years  connected  with  the 
State  University  at  Iowa  City,  as  Professor  of 
Mathematics  and  Astronom}';  he  is  now  editor  of 
the  Ft.  AVaj'ne  Daily  and  Weekly  Gazette.  The 
ne.xt  son  of  the  family  was  Aaron  L.,  who  was  born 
July  3,  1812,  was  a  graduate  of  Washington  College, 
Pa.,  and  was  the  first  of  the  family'  to  come  to  Iowa. 
He  was  licensed  to  |)reach  in  Pennsylvania,  after 
graduating  in  theology  at  the  Western  Theological 
Seminary  in  Allegheny,  Pa.  He  came  to  Iowa 
seeking  a  field  of  labor,  and  was  Pastor  of  Round 
Prairie  Presbyterian  Church,  at  what  is  now  Kossuth, 
Des  Moines  County,  for  .about  ten  years.  From 
there  he  went  to  Quincy,  111.,  where  he  had  charge 
of  the  Mission  Institute,  a  school  for  training  min- 
isters for  missionaries,  and  there  remained  a  few 
years.  Having  connected  himself  with  the  Con- 
gregational Society,  he  entered  upon  evangelical 
work,  but  was  soon  called  to  take  charge  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Danville,  in  this  county, 
in  1856.  A  few  years  later  he  removed  to  a  place 
adjoining  the  old  homestead  in  Flint  River  Town- 
ship, where  he  resided  until  1866,  when  he  removed 
to  loua,  N.  J.,  where  he  is  now  living,  and  yet  oc- 
casionally i)reaches.  His  wife  was  Caroline  R. 
Chamberlain,  and  is  still  living.  The  next  son  of 
Abner  .'in<l    Elizabeth   Leonanl  was   Levi,  who   was 
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born  Oct.  3,  1813,  and  died  Sept.  28,  1818.  After 
him  came  David,  whose  history  ap[)ears  on  another 
page  of  this  volume. 

The^'oungest  of  the  family  w.as  Isa.ac,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  Sept.  1,  1819,  was  reared  upon  the  farm,  and 
received  his  literary  education  at  the  common 
schools  of  the  county,  and  at  Marietta  College, 
Ohio.  He  intended  to  take  a  full  course  at  the 
latter  institution,  but  ill-health  i)revented  his  gradu- 
ation. On  coming  to  Iowa  he  engaged  in  the  nur- 
sery business  for  six  years,  and  also  in  connection 
with  that  carried  on  farming.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  at  Burlington, 
but  in  the  spring  of  18.)2  decided  to  change  his 
church  relations,  and  united  with  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  of  Burlington,  in  which  he  was  granted  a 
license  to  preach  at  the  folhjwing  monthU'  meeting. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  j'ear  he  was  ordained  by 
that  society-,  and  in  1854  became  pastor  of  Pisgah 
Baptist  Church,  remaining  there  eight  years,  during 
which  time  he  added  many  to  the  society,  and  was 
instrumental  in  having  a  brick  house  of  worship 
erected.  Resigning  his  position  there,  he  under- 
took the  piistorate  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Fair- 
field, Iowa,  and  wjis  making  preparations  to  build  a 
church  edifice  there  when  ill-health  compelled  his 
resignation.  In  1866  Mr.  Leonard  removed  to 
lona,  N.  J.,  in  the  hope  of  regaining  his  lost 
strength,  and  while  in  that  city  organized  a  church, 
and  built  a  house  of  worship  at  NewHeld,  N.  J., 
where  he  was  pastor  for  twelve  years.  In  May, 
1885,  he  received  a  call  from  the  Pisgah  Church,  of 
which  he  had  forjuerly  been  pastor,  and  returned  to 
Des  Moines  County.  During  his  short  residence 
here  he  was  instrumental  in  the  building  of  a  new 
church  in  the  village  of  Sperry,  but  ill-health  of 
himself  and  wife  again  comiielled  him  to  resign  his 
charge,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  foi  iner  home, 
lona,  N.  J.  Earnest  and  unce.Tsing  in  his  efforts, 
his  labors  were  very  successful,  and  in  the  j'ears  of 
his  ministry  he  added  many  to  the  church  of  which 
he  was  pastor. 

On  the  rjtii  of  December,  1844,  JMr.  Le<jnard 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  with  Charlotte  Cliamberlin,  a  native  of  In- 
diana, born  Oct.  4,  1821,  and  a  daughter  of  Aaron 
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ami  Hannah  Cliamborlin,  the  former  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  anil  the  latter  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Cliamlierlin  enme  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1835, 
when  the  now  populous  citj'  contained  but  one 
frame  bouse.  He  lived  with  our  subject  and  his 
wife  for  about  sixteen  years,  and  died  at  their  home 
in  Flint  River  Township,  at  tlie  extreme  age  of 
neari}^  ninety-four  years.  A  man  of  reniark.able 
energj'  and  kindly  spirit,  he  was  very  companion- 
al)le  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life.  For 
over  sixty-five  years  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  belonged  to  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  of  Burlington,  in  which  he  was  always  an 
earnest  worker  until  his  de.ath.  His  wife.  Hannah 
Ilundle.  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the 
BajUist  Church  for  many  years,  and  was  a  lady 
beloved  for  her  excellencies  of  charactei'.  They 
had  a  family  of  ten  children,  but  all  are  now  de- 
ceased with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Leonard  and  her 
sister  Caroline,  wlio  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Aaron 
Leonard. 

No  cliildrou  have  lieen  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Isaac  Leonni'd,  but  they  have  an  adopted  son, 
flames  L.,  who  is  now  in  liis  thirty-lliird  j'ear,  and 
is  the  husband  of  Blanche  Hughes.  They  are  the 
])arcnts  of  three  children,  and  their  home  is  in  lona, 
N.  J.  

'BRAHAM    H.    PILLING,    magnetic    and 
homeopathic  physician  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
'  i    is   a  native  of    Yorkshire,  England,  born 
^P  Dee.  1,  1821.     His  parents  were  Elias  and 

I^lizabcth  (Haight)  Pilling,  whf)  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  18"27,  locating  in  Missouri,  and  subsequently 
removing  to  Galena.  III.,  where  the  father  was  en- 
gaged in  the  smelting  business,  accumulating  a  large 
property,  but  losing  a  greater  pai-t  of  it  in  the  panic 
of  1837.  From  Galena  he  removed  to  Willow 
Springs,  La  Fayette  Co.,  Wis.,  during  the  year  of 
1850.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pilling  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  .loseph, 
of  Willow  Springs,  Wis.;  Abraham  H.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  .John,  deceased;  (ieorge.  of  Neligh. 
Neb.,  is  a  partner  in  the  hardware  firm  of  Estes  & 
Pilling;    Isaac,  deceased ;    Elias,   deceased;    Nancy, 


wife  of  .Joseph  Monaham.  now  deceased;  Robert, 
who  died  from  exposure  in  the  late  war;  Frances 
.T.,  wife  of  Joseph  Warren, deceased;  Mar}',  wife  ot 
Thomas  Sheldon,  of  La  Faj-ette  County,  Wis. ;  and 
Henry,  a  practicing  pln'sician  of  Arizona.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pilling  were  people  highly  respected  in  the 
community  where  they  resided.  Blrs.  Pilling  was 
called  to  her  final  home  in  1  871.  her  husband  sur- 
viving her  until  1874.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  the  earlj'  his- 
tory of  the  Northwest  their  house  was  the  home  of 
the  pioneer  [jreachers. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  countr}^  receiving  a  liberal  education. 
In  1840,  leaving  his  native  land,  he  crossed  the 
ocean  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Willow  Springs, 
Wis.  Previous  to  coming  to  America  he  had 
chosen  the  practice  of  medicine  as  his  profession. 
He  entered  the  regular  school  but  became  convinced 
that  the  honicf)pathic  system  was  the  better,  and 
consequently  began  to  stud\'  the  same  under  Ur. 
Otis,  of  Darling,  Wis.,  and  in  the  meantime  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Chicago.  He  subsequently  attended  the 
JNIagnetic  Homeojjathic  Institute  under  Prof.  W.  R. 
Wells,  at  Mt.  Morris,  N.  Y.,  graduating  from  that 
school  in  186C. 

Dr.  Pilling  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Julia  Ray,  in  1848.  at  Willow  Springs,  Wis.  She 
was  born  in  that  cit}',  Dec.  15,  1830,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Lucy  (Wentwortli)  Ray,  the  latter 
being  a  relative  of  John  Wentworth,  of  Chicago, 
better  known  as  Long  John  Wentworth.  Mr.  Ray 
was  one  of  a  company  of  six  white  men  who  first 
crossed  the  Mississippi  River  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  re- 
maining some  weeks,  having  nothing  to  subsist 
upon  except  parched  corn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  were 
married  in  Galena,  111.,  and  to  them  were  born 
eleven  children:  Jackson  A.  J.,  a  resident  of  North 
San  Juan,  C'al. ;  Julia  E.,  the  honored  wife  of  Dr. 
Pilling;  William,  who  died  in  infancj';  Samuel  E.,a 
resident  of  California;  George  B.,  who  laid  down 
his  life  for  his  country  during  the  late  Rebellion; 
Thomas  B.,  who  died  in  Burlington,  April  29,  1827; 
AVilliam  W.,  residing  in  Chicago;  Lucy,  wife  of 
Arthur  Camberland,  of  Willow  Springs,  Wis. ;  Henry 
H.,  a  banker  at  Oakdale,  Neb.;    Hiram   W.,  a  den- 
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list  ivsiding  at  St.  Joe,  Mich. ;  Jennie,  wife  of  Lewis 
King,  of  Mineral  Point.  Wis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray 
settled  at  AVillow  Springs  at  an  early  day.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Mrs.  Ray  being  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  Sunday- 
school  and  ever3'thing  of  a  religious  nature. 

The  wife  of  Dr.  Pilling  graduated  in  medicine  at 
the  same  school  of  which  her  husband  is  a  graduate. 
In  1871  they  came  to  Burlington,  and  here  they 
both  practiced,  doing  a  large  and  lucrative  business 
among  the  better  classes  of  the  city.  They  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Burlington,  and  none  stand  higlier  in  the  profession, 
or  socially,  than  the  Doctor  and  his  estimable  lady. 
Four  children  blessed  the  union  of  this  worthy 
couple:  John  and  Bessie,  deceased;  Eva  L.,  wife 
of  J.  \V.  Wright,  of  Cim.arron,  Kan.;  and  William 
E.,  attorney  at  law  at  Oakdale,  IS'eb.,  are  living. 


•i- 


#-#► 


-5— 


^^DOLPH    II.    RICIITER   is  a   druggist    of 
I^A-J|l     Burlington.  Iowa.    Frederick  O.,  his  father, 
If  li)    was  a  native  of  Colberg,   German3-.   born 
<^  Aug.   1,  1799,  and   during  his    life  was  a 

minister,  being  engaged  principally  iu  evangelistic 
work.  For  a  time  he  wa.s  the  pastor  and  teacher  in 
a  military'  school,  and  forty  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  this  way.  In  1826  he  wedded  Johanna 
Zaabel.  and  they  reared  a  family  of  eight  children: 
Otto  F.,  now  residing  in  Graudenz,  Prussia,  is  Judge 
of  the  court  of  that  place,  having  held  the  olfice  for 
eighteen  years ;  Maria,  widow  of  Adelbert  Ballcr- 
tedt.  resides  in  Dantzic.  German j' ;  Johanna,  wife  of 
Paul  Hermann,  of  Berlin,  and  our  subject. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  Adolph  Rieht<^r  went 
to  the  Tourhimsthal  g}'mnasium  at  Berlin,  remain- 
ing there  for  five  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
he  went  as  a  sailor  to  England.  Returning  from 
his  trip  he  entered  the  academy  at  Dantzic,  Ger- 
many, and  after  a  course  of  a  year  and  a  half  he 
received  his  diploma  of  graduation  from  that  noted 
school.  After  completing  his  school  life  Mr.  Rich- 
ter  engaged  both  as  clerk  .ind  book-keeper  in 
several  of  the  business  houses  in  that  citj",  and  in 
1807  he  went  to  Stettin,  Germany,  where  he  was 


employed  as  a  shipping  clerk  in  a  large  oil  refining 
establishment.  After  remaining  in  that  employ  till 
the  fall  of  1869,  he  again  went  to  Berlin,  and  en- 
gaged as  a  book-keeper  in  a  wholesale  wine  house 
until  April,  1870.  Thinking  that  better  opportu- 
nities for  labor  could  be  secured  in  the  New  World, 
he  then  bade  his  kindred  and  friends  good-by,  and 
after  being  on  the  waters  for  a  month,  landed  in 
New  York  in  May  of  that  3'ear.  Six  days  later  we 
find  him  in  his  adopted  citj',  Burlington.  After  being 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  two  months,  he  then 
engaged  on  the  first  German  Democratic  paper,  the 
Iowa  Journal,  having  charge  of  most  of  the  edi- 
torial work.  A  short  time  after  the  firm  becoming 
insolvent,  he  was  again  out  of  employment,  and  a 
position  being  offered  him  as  a  runner  for  a  board- 
ing-house, he  accepted  the  same,  but  shortly  after- 
ward entered  the  Iowa  Tribune  office  as  assistant 
editor  and  clerk.  Mr.  Richter  was  engaged  in  that 
labor  until  June,  1871,  though  during  the  previous 
March  he  opened  a  drug-store  on  Oak  street,  which 
he  still  continues,  and  is  doing  a  fine  business. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1870.  Mr.  Richter 
formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Lydia  Bauer,  a 
native  of  German^'.  By  this  marriage  eleven  chil- 
dren were  born,  of  whom  seven  are  living — Maria, 
Johanna.  Frederick,  Adolph,  George,  Thusnelda 
and  Rudolph.  Mr.  Richter  and  his  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  societj^  known  as  the  Latter-Day 
Saints.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  though  very 
liberal  in  his  views. 

— ^ -^^ ^ 
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^  AMES  McCONNELL,  for  many  years  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  Burlington,  and  one  of  her 
reliable  business  men,  was  born  in  Harford 
(^/'  County,  Md.,  of  Quaker  parents,  Oct.  14, 
1801.  Ilis  ancestry  was  Scotch-Irish  on  his  father's 
side,  and  Welsh  and  English  on  his  mother's  side. 
His  father,  when  a  bo}%  served  .is  a  musician  in  the 
Colonial  army  during  the  Revolutionar}-  War,  and 
was  present  at  the  evacuation  of  Philadeljihia  bj- 
the  British.  While  still  a  j'oung  man,  he  became 
convinced  of  the  belief  held  by  the  Friends  or  Quak- 
ers, and  deemed  it  his  duty  to  take  up  his  cross, 
which  he  did  by  consigning  his  musical  instruments 
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to  a  c'diiveiiiont  liedge.  ami  until  the  dny  of  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  he  lived  an  active, 
consistent  memlier  of  the  Society,  and  was  for 
many  j-ears  a  minister. 

Our  subject,  like  his  father,  was  a  fanner  <Uiring 
the  first  half  of  his  life,  and  was  noted  for  his  pro- 
gressive ideas  and  his  success  in  business.  In  the 
j-ear  lt>3'2  he  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
and  Sarah  Cooper,  also  Quakers,  of  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  who  with  their  family  had  been  among  the 
■worth}'  pioneers  of  that  section  a  few  years  before. 
Prom[)te(l  by  a  desire  to  escajje  the  blighting  in- 
fluences of  slavery.  Mr.  Cooper  had  left  his  home  in 
Harford  County,  and  joined  the  great  caravan  of 
western  emigrants  who  stand  out  boldly  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  time. 

As  usual  in  those  days,  Mr.  McConnell  and  his 
bride  made  the  wedding  journey  of  over  300  miles 
in  the  family  carriage,  without  a  dream  of  palace 
cars  or  other  luxuries  of  modern  travel.  The  cus- 
tomary' housekeeping  outfit  of  the  bride  was  traus- 
])0rteil  by  the  Wagoner  of  the  Alleghanies,  and 
arrived  in  Baltimore  within  a  month.  IMr.  and  Jlrs. 
McConnell  continued  to  reside  upon  the  ancestral 
acres  until  18.53,  blessed  with  the  prosperity  which 
awaits  the  industrious  and  thrifty.  During  this 
time  there  were  born  unto  them  seven  children,  two 
of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  remaining  five  accom- 
]janying  their  parents  to  Salem,  Ohio,  where  Mr. 
McConnell  embaiked  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
remained  in  Salem  until  186'2,  when  he  removed  to 
Newark.  Ohio,  and  eng.aged  in  the  leather  trade, 
having  buried  his  wife  in  June  of  that  year.  Mrs. 
McConnell,  the  mother  of  S.  R.  and  I.  C.  McCon- 
nell, of  Burlington,  was  a  woman  of  great  sweetness 
of  disposition,  coupled  with  the  firm  devotion  to 
duty  rarely  met  with.  She  remained  a  consistent 
Quaker  until  her  death,  and  was  universally  be- 
loved. 

Mr.  McConnell  remained  in  New.ark,  Ohio,  until 
1 864.  then  was  married  a  second  time,  to  Mrs.  Cowles, 
who  survives  him.  lie  then  removed  to  Burling- 
ton, where  he  continued  in  the  leather  business,  and 
was  joined  the  next  year  by  his  son,  I.  C.  McCon- 
nell, who  had  for  several  years  been  engaged  in  the 
office  of  the  Cleveland  Leader.  In  1871,  bis  son, 
S.  It.  SlcConnell,  who  had   for  several  years  been 


connected  with  the  dr3'-goods  house  of  J.  T.  W.ay 
&  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  also  came  to  Burlington  and 
joined  him,  the  firm  taking  the  name  of  James  Mc- 
Connell &  Co. 

The  children  of  Mr.  McConnell  who  lived  to  ma- 
turity were:  Sarah  Cooper,  wife  of  Dr.  E.  II.  Price, 
of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Frances  Louisa,  wife  of 
Jlr.  Eastman,  present  Cashier  of  the  City  Bank  of 
Salem.  Ohio;  James  AVel)Ster,  Captain  of  Company 
I,  11.5th  Ohio  Infantry,  died  in  his  twenty-third 
3'ear  at  Burbank  Barracks,  Cincinnati,  while  in  com- 
mand of  his  company;  Samuel  R.,  born  in  Harford 
County,  Md.,  Jan.  13,  1842,  married  Eliza,  daugh- 
ter of  John  S.  and  Lucinda  M.  Hester,  of  Havana, 
Huron  Co..  Ohio,  Jan.  16,  1873;  Isaiah  Cooper, 
born  in  Harford  County,  Md.,  in  1847,  married 
Willie  J.,  daughter  of  William  and  Josephine  Hor- 
ner, in  October,  1877. 

Mr.  McConnell  was  a  man  of  great  physical  and 
mental  vigor,  possessing  much  f<jrce  of  character. 
While  he  entertained  progressive  ideas  upon  all  sub- 
jects, he  was  conservative  in  his  acts  and  highly 
tolerant  of  those  opposed  to  him.  In  early  life, 
while  surrounded  by  a  slave-holding  communitj', 
he  faithful!}' sustained  the  dignity  of  free  labor,  and 
commanded  the  respectand  confidence  of  those  who 
knew  him,  even  while  they  were  identified  with  the 
system  which  he  did  not  pretend  to  approve.  The 
colonization  movement,  which  in  those  days  was  by 
many  considered  a  practicable  scheme  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  for  awhile  claimed  his  attention  and 
serious  consideration.  Gradual  emancipation,  as 
had  been  successfully  .accomplished  by  some  of  the 
Northern  States,  was  during  his  earlier  life,  and  up 
to  the  beginning  of  the  agitation  which  resulted  in 
the  pass.age  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  the  plan  he 
most  favored.  Meantime  the  rapid  increase  in  the 
number  of  slaves,  and  the  strength  of  the  system, 
were  preijaring  his  mind  along  with  a  host  of  others, 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Republican  idea,  and  the 
formation  of  a  new  party.  A  Whig  in  his  politi- 
cal afliliations.  although  acting  for  a  time  with  the 
Democratic  part}'  in  the  State  of  Maryland  on  some 
State  issues,  and  considering  favoralily  at  one  time 
doctrines  of  free  trade,  his  sj'mpatbies  naturally 
prompted  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican  partj'  in  his  district,  after 
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liis  removal  to  Ohio,  find  to  vote  for  tlie  first  Re- 
publican National  ticket  with  John  C.  Fremont  at 
the  head.  He  remained  an  earnest  Republican  un- 
til liis  death  in  1878.  For  many  years  during  his 
life  in  Maryland  he  served  as  Magistrate  of  his  dis- 
trict, at  that  time  an  office  of  considerable  honor  and 
influence,  anil  much  greater  jurisdiction  than  the 
term  implies  in  the  West.  His  otticial  acts  were 
ahva3's  in  conformity  with  his  moral  convictions, 
and  while  strict  in  hisilealings  with  the  law-brcaUer, 
he  was  lenient  to  the  oppressed.  On  one  occasion 
n  fugitive  slave  was  brought  befoie  him  for  a  hear- 
ing. Her  manacled  limbs,  bruised  and  bleeding, 
appealed  instantly  to  his  humanity,  and  with  char- 
acteristic promptness  he  ordered  the  lilacksmith  to 
remove  the  shackles.  Then  he  heard  the  evidence, 
and  as  it  was  not  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
fessed mast(!r,  gave  her  the  benefit  of  a  doubt,  and 
sent  her  forth  rejoicing.  No  fear  of  the  opinions  of 
others,  or  question  of  policj',  were  ever  considered 
by  Mr.  McConnell  in  the  discharge  of  his  dut_v. 
The  cause  of  the  persecuted  and  oppressed  always 
found  a  friend  in  him,  and  his  indomitable  will, 
combined  with  his  convictions  of  right,  seldom 
failed  to  gain  his  cause.  Industry  and  thrift  were 
part  of  his  ancestral  inheritance,  and  secured  him 
the  means  of  enjoying  an  inilependence.  and  minis- 
tering to  the  wants  of  others.  In  his  famil}',  his 
discipline  was  strict,  ofttinies  severe,  but  always 
prompted  b3'  his  desire  for  the  welfare  and  ultimate 
happiness  of  those  he  so  deeply  loved.  No  effort 
seemed  too  great,  no  sacrifice  too  deep  for  him  to 
attempt,  if  he  believed  it  for  the  welfare  of  his  fam- 
ily. Naturally  adapted  to  govern,  his  innate  sense 
of  justice  never  allowed  hiin  to  trespass  upon  the 
rights  of  others.  He  never  betrayed  a  trust  how- 
ever trifling,  and  in  business  circles  his  word  was 
considered  as  good  as  a  bond.  Patriotism  was  in 
him  a  leading  sentiment.  When  hiseldestson  came 
home  from  a  residence  in  the  South,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion,  where  he  had  been  Cap- 
lain  of  a  militia  company,  one  of  those  home  guards 
fostered  b}'  the  South,  that  helped  so  largely  to 
form  the  rebel  army,  and  where  he  had  been  offered 
a  Colonel's  commission  in  the  arm3'  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, to  enlist  under  the  stars  and  stripes,  and  hav- 
ing served  a  campaign  in   which   he   was  promoted 


to  a  captaincy  for  gallantry  on  the  field  of  battle, 
was  compelled  by  failing  health,  the  result  of  ex- 
l)()sure,  to  resign,  finding  the  enforced  idleness  un- 
endurable, declared  he  would  rather  die  in  the 
service  in  his  country  than  live  to  know  that  he 
had  not  d(jne  his  utmost,  Mr.  McConnell  came  to 
his  aid  vvithmone}'  and  influence,  and  after  repeated 
struggles  against  apathy  in  the  community,  and 
fraud  and  inefhciency  in  fellow  oHicers,  Capt.  Mc- 
Connell took  his  last  company  of  recruits  into  camp, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  1 15th  Ohio  Infantry,  and 
assigned  to  guard  dut}'  in  Cincinnati,  where  his 
liright  3oung  life  ended  in  a  few  months,  one  of  the 
great  arm}'  of  martyrs  for  his  countrj^'s  cause.  In 
ever}'  waj-  that  his  country  called  Mr.  McConnell 
was  ready  to  respond,  and  never  hesitated  in  her 
hour  of  nee<l.  As  husband,  father,  friend  and  citi- 
zen, he  was  ever  true.  "A  good  man  leaveth  an 
inheritance  to  his  children's  children." 


ON.  P.  HENRY  SMYTH, an  eminent  lawyer 
Jj  and  earl}'  settler  of  Builington,  luwa.  was 
born  in  Washington  Count}',  Va.,  March  10, 
1829,  and  is  the  sou  of  James  Crawford  and 
Ann  Ryburn  (Orr)  Smyth.  The  family  was  founded 
in  Virginia  during  the  Revolutionary  War  by  Rob- 
ert Allan  Smyth,  who  was  Secretary  to  Lord  Corn- 
wall is  and  of  Scotch-  Irish  ancestry.  On  the  mother's 
side  the  Oris  and  Ryburns  are  well-known  old  Vir- 
ginia families. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Smyth  removed 
to  Henry  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  following  year  he 
went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  that  city.  He  was  married 
at  Cleveland,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Rlary  A.  Crocker, 
daughter  of  J.  Davis  and  Deborah  (Doane)  Crocker. 
Mrs.  Smyth  was  born  at  Cleveland,  of  which  place 
her  ancestors  were  the  earliest  pioneers.  The 
Doanes  settled  at  what  is  now  Cleveland  in  1801, 
when  there  were  but  two  houses  on  its  present  site. 
The  family  have  since  expanded  in  numbers  and 
connection  until  the  Doanes  and  their  relatives  are 
numerous  and  liberally  represented  among  the 
wealthy  and  influential  citizens  of  Cleveland. 
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In  18.')7  Mr.  Smyth  lemoved  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where  he  soon  succeeded  in  est;iblishing  a  large  and 
lucrative  practice.  His  superior  legal  attainments 
and  prompt  attention  to  the  business  of  his  clients 
won  him  prominence  at  the  bar,  and  it  is  no  flattery 
to  say  of  him  that  he  has  long  stood  at  the  head  of 
his  profession  in  Des  Moines  County,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  the  State. 
While  a  consistent  Democrat  in  his  political  opin- 
ions, he  is  not  strongly  partisan.  He  was  appointed 
District  Judge  of  the  First  .Tudicial  District  of 
Iowa  in  April.  1874.  bj-  the  Re|)ul)]ican  Governor, 
C.  C.  Carpenter,  to  fill  a  vacancy,  but  resigned  the 
position  in  September  of  the  same  year. 

Judge  Smyth  has  onl3'  two  children  living,  a  son 
and  daughter.  The  son,  James  D.,  is  a  graduate 
of  Trinit}'  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  of  the  class 
of  '74.  Immediatelj'  after  his  graduation  he  re- 
turned to  Burlington,  and  entered  upon  the  study 
of  law  with  his  father.  Two  years  later  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  returned  to  Trinity  Col- 
lege as  Tutor  of  Greek;  after  serving  two  years 
in  that  capacity,  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Greek,  which  position  he  filled  with  ability 
and  fidelity  for  two  \-ears.  Returning  to  Burling- 
ton, he  formed  the  existing  law  partnership  with  his 
father  in  ISiSO,  since  which  time  he  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  practice  of  his  profession.  The 
only  surviving  daughter,  Dora  A.,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  L.  D^-er,  of  Crookston.  Minn.  Judge  Smyth 
and  family  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
of  Burlington. 


JOHN  L.  MILLER,  a  prominent  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  7.  Pleasant  Grove  Town- 
ship, Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  Jan. 
^^  '  26,  1826,  in  Macon  County,  111.  He  was 
but  ten  j^ears  of  age  when  he  left  home,  and  with 
his  brothers  came  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
settling  in  Pleasant  Grove  Township,  in  April, 
1X36.  At  that  early  age  he  and  his  brothers  began 
breaking  prairie  and  developing  a  farm  on  section 
7.  In  June  of  the  same  year  his  parents  sold  their 
farm  in  Illinois  and  came  to  Iowa.  Our  subject 
remained    under   the    parental    roof    until    he    was 


twenty-seven  3-ears  of  age.  but  on  the  lOlli  day  fif 
Maj'.  18.53,  he  was  united  in  marriage  witli  Miss 
Anna  Lee,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Eliza  Lee, 
of  Henry  County,  Iowa.  She  was  born  Aug.  8, 
1830,  in  Bond  County,  111.,  and  became  a  resident 
of  Henry  County,  Iowa,  in  1835,  having  emigrated 
to  that  county  with  her  parents  when  but  five  years 
of  age.  Mrs.  Miller's  father,  Frederick  Lee.  was 
also  a  native  of  Bond  County-,  111.,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  January.  1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
and  departed  this  life  in  Henry  County,  Jan.  19, 
1879. 

The  domestic  life  of  our  subject  and  his  young 
wife  was  begun  upon  the  farm,  where  he  had  re- 
sided since  coming  to  Des  Moines  County,  and 
which  still  continues  to  be  their  home.  Through- 
out his  life  Mr.  Miller  has  been  on  a  farm,  and 
thoroughly  understands  the  business  in  all  its  de- 
tails. He  generally  advocates  and  supports  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  part}-,  but  in  the  elec- 
tion of  1  880  he  voted  for  James  A.  Garfield,  think- 
ing that  he  would  better  fill  the  office  of  President 
than  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  parly.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  are  worthy  meral)ers  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  To  this  worthy  couple  were 
born  two  children:  Mary  Jane,  now  the  wife  of 
Theodore  Craig,  is  in  the  thirty-fourth  jear  of  her 
age;  Iven  L..  born  Oct.  19,  1864,  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  attained  his  majorit}',  when  he 
went  to  Missouri,  and  there  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Donna  F.  Hall,  of  AVatson,  Atchison  County. 
He  then  returned  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Henry  County.  As  before  stated.  John  L.  Miller 
is  a  thorough  farmer,  and  has  gained  by  his  own 
labors  a  fair  competence.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
two  well-cultivated  farms,  one  comprising  1 18  acres 
and  the  other  being  117  acres  in  extent. 

William  Miller,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  In  early  life  he  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  and  in  1815  became  a  resident  of 
Macon  County,  111.  Making  that  his  home  for 
twelve  j-ears.  he  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Pleas- 
ant Grove  Township,  Des  Moines  Co..  Iowa,  on  the 
farm  which  his  sons  had  prepared  for  him.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Nancy  Hanks,  who  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky.     INIr.    Miller  engaged    in   the 
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f)Ccnpfition  of  farming,  anfl  his  rleatli  occurred  in 
Polk  County.  Iowa,  when  seventy-two  j-ears  of  age. 
Mrs.  Miller  rieparterl  this  life  in  March,  1873.  Thej- 
were  both  niLMnbers  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


\f;  ACOH  PILGER,  decenserl,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born 
in  Babanhausen.  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany, 
I  May  10,  1817,  and  was  a  son  of  Ernst  and 
I^hilippina  Pilger.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive country,  receiving  a  liberal  education,  and  in 
1838  came  with  his  parents  to  America,  locating  in 
Seneca  Count3%  Ohio,  and  subsequently',  in  1847, 
removing  to  Burlington.  Aug.  8,  1839,  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  the  marriage  of  Jacob  Pilgerand  Caroline 
Bertsch,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  was  celebrated. 
In  .Tanuar}-.  1840,  the  j'oung  couple  left  Ohio  for 
Burlington,  crossing  the  river  on  the  4th  of  that 
month,  but  not  being  satisfied  with  the  class  of 
])eople  and  surroundings,  went  to  Louisville.  Ky. 
Remaining  in  that  State  until  April,  Mr.  Pilger 
again  came  to  Burlington,  remaining  a  couple  of 
months,  then  returned  to  Kentuck}',  and  after  a 
residence  there  of  three  years  went  b.ack  to  Burling- 
ton, where  he  soon  after  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  keeping  a  general  stock  of  goods. 
In  1859,  on  account  of  ill-health,  he  was  obliged  to 
close  out  his  business  and  embarked  in  a  vineyard, 
|)urchasing  eighty  acres  on  what  is  now  known  as 
.Sunnyside.  For  the  last  few  years  he  lived  a  retired 
life. 

Mr.  Pilger  was  a  man  of  general  information, 
being  quite  a  student,  and  was  well  posted  on  the 
affairs  of  the  country.  Politically,  he  was  in  early 
life  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  on  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  became  a  mem- 
ber of  it,  though  not  what  is  called  a  politician, 
having  never  .ispired  to  public  office. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pilger  arc  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  Ernst,  who  died  in  Germany,  in  1885, 
was  a  brilliant  business  man,  having  accumulated  a 
large  property,  and  had  he  lived  would  have  been 
one  of  Burlington's  wealthy  citizens;  William,  one 
of  the   firm  of    Pilger  Bros.,  wholesale  grocers  of 


Burlington;  Jacob,  also  of  that  firm,  is  an  enterpris- 
ing business  man;  Theodore  L.,  a  merchant  of 
Loop  City,  Xeb. ;  Lewis,  a  resident  of  Burlington, 
Iowa;  Philippina,  wife  of  Adolph  Bosch,  of  Bur- 
lington; Henrietta,  wife  of  Frank  Cooper,  a  hard- 
ware merchant  of  that  city;  Emma,  wife  of  Charles 
Cooper,  an  engineer  resiiling  at  Argentine,  Kan. 
Mr.  Pilger  died  of  par.ilysis,  at  his  home  at  Sunny- 
side,  March  30.  1888,  leaving  a  widow  and  seven 
children  to  mourn  their  loss. 


\fj'         B.  POWEl 
I    (?a,  a  native  o 
jlLM.  born  Jan. 


B.  POWER,  M.  D.,  of  Mediapolis.  Iowa,  is 
of  Mt.  Vernon,  Knox  Co..  Ohio, 
14.  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev. 
John  H.  and  Mary  Neil  (Beard)  Power,  the  former 
a  native  of  Montgomery  Countj'.  Ky.,  born  March 
15.  1798,  and  the  latter  of  Leesburg,  Loudoun  Co., 
Va.,  born  April  28,  1806.  The  Powers  were  among 
the  earl}-  settlers  of  Kentuckj-,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject  being  a  companion  of  Daniel  Boone.  When 
quite  j'oung  John  H.  Power  united  with  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  by  that  bod}'  w.as  licensed  as  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel.  While  j'et  a  young  man  he 
moved  to  Northern  Ohio,  and  united  with  the 
Northern  Ohio  Conference,  with  which  he  remained 
until  1848,  when  he  was  appointed  agent  of  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern,  and  removed  to  Cincin- 
nati. In  the  latter  place  he  resided  until  1856, 
when  he  removed  to  Iowa,  united  with  the  Iowa 
Conference,  and  was  appointed  Presiding  Elder  of 
the  Burlington  district.  With  the  Iowa  Conference 
he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Burlington,  Jan.  26,  1873.  His  wife  survived  him 
nearly  three  j'eai-s,  dj'ing  Jan.  1 ,  1 876.  They  reared  a 
famlyof  ten  chililren:  George  N.  is  Presiding  Elder 
of  the  Keokuk  district  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  Sarah  E.  died  July  3,  1849,  aged  nineteen 
years;  Ann  H.  is  the  wife  of  Weslej'  Dennett,  now 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  San  Francisco  (Cal.)  dis- 
trict of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Mar}'  L. 
wedded  E.  L.  Morrison,  and  died  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  in  1881 ;  Martha  J.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Ross, 
a  Methodist  Episcopal  minister  in  California;  Lewis 
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B.  is  our  subject;  Jolin  C.  resides  in  Burlington, 
and  is  an  ex-Judge  of  llie  Circuit  Court;  Lydia  E. 
is  tlie  wife  of  R.  S.  Mclntire.  of  Topeica,  Kan.;  Ed- 
ward R.  and  Cornelia  A.  died  in  iufancj'. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  s|)ent  in  his 
Noithern  Ohio  home,  and  in  Cincinnati.  At  Wood- 
ward College,  in  the  latter  place,  ins  literary  educa- 
tion was  principallj-  received.  Coming  with  his 
jjarents  to  Burlington  in  1850,  he  soon  afterward 
went  to  ])odgpville,  read  medicine  in  the  ofMce  of 
F.  G.  Pollock,  M.  D.,  and  in  company  with  his  pre- 
ceptor engaged  in  practice  until  .September,  1S60, 
when  lie  entered  the  INIedical  College  of  Ohio,  at 
Cincinnati,  graduating  from  there  in  March,  18C1. 
For  some  years,  and  especiall}^  during  his  attend- 
ance at  the  Medical  College,  threats  of  Civil  War 
were  made,  and  preparations  looking  toward  that 
end  were  made  Ijy  some  of  the  Southern  States. 
Resolutions  of  secession  were  |)assed  by  represent- 
atives of  seven  of  the  Southern  States,  before  he 
received  his  diploma,  and  he  anxiously  awaited  the 
final  outcome,  determining  if  war  should  come 
to  offer  his  services  to  the  General  Government. 
The  war  did  come,  and  the  ink  was  scarcely  dry 
upon  the  paper  on  which  President  Lincoln  issued 
his  call  for  volunteers,  before  Dr.  Power  offered  his 
services,  and  was  appointed  Acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon in  the  United  .States  Army.  He  was  soon 
afterward  .appointed  Surgeon  of  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, and  was  on  duty  at  the  battle  of  .Shiloh. 
From  exposure  during  that  engagement  he  w.as 
taken  sick,  and  was  oft'  duty  until  October,  1862, 
when  he  was  assigned  to  the  United  States  Marine 
Hospital,  at  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
during  the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  of  1863  was 
placed  in  charge  of  Hospital  No.  2,  at  Camp  Den- 
nison,  near  Cincinnati,  where  he  remained  during 
the  summer  of  1863.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
was  .assigned  to  duty  with  the  !)th  Arm}'  Corps,  in 
Kentucky  and  Tennesee.  participating  in  the  various 
campaigns  in  those  States,  and  also  having  charge 
of  the  general  hospital  at  Camp  Nelson,  near  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  remaining  there  until  July,  1804,  when 
he  was  transferred  to  the  staff  of  Gen.  E.  H.  Mur- 
ra}'.  as  medical  director  of  the  district  of  Central 
Kentucky-.  With  Gen.  Murray  he  remained  until 
early  in  1865,  when  he  was  .again  transferred,  to  the 


staff  of  Gen.  IMcArthur,  as  medical  director  of  the 
district  of  Western  Kentucky',  remaining  in  th.at 
connection  until  January.  1 800,  when  he  took 
charge  of  the  Military  Prison  Hospital  at  Louis- 
ville, remaining  there  until  mustered  out  April  24, 
1866.  For  five  long  years  he  was  in  Government 
service,  during  which  time  he  became  familiar  with 
almost  every  disease  and  ever}'  form  of  surgery. 
The  experience  thus  gained  w.as  greater  than  could 
have  been  obtained  in  many  more  years  of  general 
practice. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  Dr.  Power  returned 
to  Iowa,  and  located  at  Muscatine,  engaging  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  Not  being  satisfied  with 
the  place,  at  the  expiration  of  a  j'ear's  time  he 
moved  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  here  resumed 
practice,  but  on  account  of  failing  health,  the  result 
of  exposure  while  in  service,  he  had  to  abandon  it 
for  some  two  years.  After  measurably  recovering 
his  health  he  removed  to  Mediapolis.  and  again 
eng.aged  in  practice.  In  his  chosen  profession  he 
has  been  successful,  being  a  physician  of  experi- 
ence and  skill,  one  who  ever  endeavors  to  keep 
abreast  with  the  times. 

Dr.  Power  was  united  in  marri.age,  .at  Burlington, 
Iowa,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Rice,  the  ceremony  tak- 
ing place  March  28,  1800.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Levara  Rice,  the  former  a  native  of 
Washington  Countj'.  Pa.,  and  the  latter  of  Morgan- 
town,  Va.  David  Rice  came  with  his  family  to 
Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1836,  and  was  therefore  truly 
a  pioneer.  For  many  3-ears  he  w.as  eng.aged  in 
merchandising,  in  which  he  was  reasonably  success- 
ful. He  built  the  first  two-story  residence  ever 
erected  in  Burlington.  It  stood  on  the  site  of 
Dr.ake's  hardware  store,  on  Main,  between  Valley 
and  Market  streets.  In  the  early  d.ays  of  Burling- 
ton he  w.as  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  and  did  much 
to  advance  its  interests.  A  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  Burlington,  he  was  quite 
active  in  the  work,  assisting  in  the  erection  of  the 
first  church  building.  For  man}' years  he  was  one 
of  its  Ruling  Elders.  At  different  times  he  was  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  and  held  other  local 
offices.  In  every  work  in  which  he  engiiged  he  was 
conscientious,  and  whatever  he  undertook  he  did 
with  all   his   might.      Father  Rice    died    March    14, 
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187G,at  the  age  of  sevent3'-funr  jears.  His  widow 
is  j-et  living,  ami  resides  in  Waverlj',  Iowa,  with 
one  of  her  sons. 

To  Dr.  and  Jlrs.  Power  five  children  have  been 
l)orn :  David  L.  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
j'cars;  AlmaiM.  resides  at  home;  George  R.  died  at 
the  nge  of  two  years, and  Cora  L.  when  five;  Nellie 
INI.  is  at  home.  Since  1875  Dr.  Power  has  been 
local  surgeon  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  Railroad  Company,  a  position  which  he 
is  well  qualified  to  fill,  his  long  ex])enence  in  the 
armj-  fitting  him  for  any  service.  As  a  citizen  he 
is  well  esteemed,  and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill 
various  local  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged with  conscientious  fidelit}-.  At  present  he 
is  health  officer  of  town  and  township.  Religioush', 
the  Doctor  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  body  liis  wife  is  also  a  mem- 
ber, and  in  the  cause  of  their  Master  both  take 
special  delight. 

Social!3-,  the  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  of  Sheppard  Post  No.  157,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  which  latter  body  he  is  the  present  Com- 
mander. The  patriotic  ardor  of  his  3"outh  has  never 
been  allowed  to  grow  cold,  and  believing  the  G.  A. 
R.  a  means  to  foster  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  he  takes 
great  interest  in  the  success  of  the  order. 


lOHN  W.  STORK.S  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Des  Moines  Count}-,  Iowa,  and 
proprietor  of  the  Commercial  House,  at 
(^^  Mediapolis,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Ross  Count}',  Ohio,  born  at  Clarksburg,  and 
is  a  son  of  David  and  Margaret  (Keys)  Storks. 
The  former  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  born  July 
19,  1801,  and  was  a  son  of  Philip  and  Susan  (Wol- 
cot)  Storks.  David  was  when  quite  young  appren- 
ticed to  the  trade  of  carriage-making,  and  followed 
that  occujiation  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Eliza  Davis, 
who  was  born  Oct.  18,  180-1.  Their  union  took 
place  July  3,  1824,  and  the  following  three  children 
were  horn  to  them,  namely:  Hester,  born  Nov.  20, 
1826,  who  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Brown,  of  Pick- 
away County,  Ohio,  and  died  Feb.    19,  1888,  when 


sixty-two  years  of  age;  Susan,  born  Dec.  19,  1830, 
is  the  wife  of  Abraham  Brown,  and  lives  in  Louisa 
County;  William  D.,  born  Aug.  30,  1835,  who  is 
also  a  resident  of  Louisa  County.  Eliza  Storks 
died  May  12,  183G.  and  on  .Sept.  24,  1837,  Mr. 
Storks  was  again  married,  his  second  wife  being 
Mrs.  Margaret  W.  Long,  widow  of  Hampton  Long, 
whose  maiden  name  had  been  Keys,  and  who  was 
born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  23.  1817.  By  her 
first  marriage  she  had  one  child,  Elizabeth,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Nelson  Baker,  and  resides  in  London, 
Ohio.  David  and  Margaret  W.  Storks  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  our  subject, 
John  W.,  is  the  eldest  living,  born  July  20,  1840; 
Elmira,  born  July  l(j,  1838,  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen months;  IMary  A.,  born  June  29,  1843,  died 
when  five  years  old;  Levi,  born  March  27,  184(1,  is 
a  farmer  in  Yellow  Spring  Township,  this  county; 
Samuel  K..  born  Feb.  24,  1849,  is  a  farmer  in 
Louisa  County,  Iowa:  James  P.,  born  Jan.  21,  1854, 
lives  at  Great  Bend,  Kan.;  and  Alice,  born  Sept.  5, 
1858,  is  the  wife  of  James  Bailey,  of  Mediapolis, 
Iowa. 

David  Storks  was  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Ross  County,  Ohio,  removing  there  from  Maryland 
in  1832,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  Eliza  and  two 
daughters.  Their  son  William  was  born  in  Ross 
County.  He  remained  in  that  county  eleven  years, 
working  at  his  trade.  It  was  there  his  first  wife 
died  and  there  he  was  married  the  second  time,  and 
there  the  three  eldest  children  by  his  second  marriage 
were  born.  In  1845  he  returned  to  his  old  home  at 
Salisbury,  .Somerset  Co.,  Md.,  where  for  four  years 
he  and  his  brother-in-law,  Isaac  Nichols,  carried  on 
a  carri.age  manufactory,  he  acting  as  salesman.  In 
1849  he  returned  to  Ohio,  locating  at  Circleville,  in 
Pickaway  County,  where  he  carried  on  the  carriage 
business  for  a  short  tiuie.  His  next  removal  was  to 
]Mt.  Sterling,  Madison  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  carried 
on  a  carriage  and  wagon  making  shop  from  1  850  to 
1856,  removing  in  the  latter  year  to  Burlington, 
Iowa.  In  that  city  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  for 
two  years,  his  family  living  on  a  rented  farm  in 
Benton  Township,  seven  miles  from  Burlington, 
which  he  left  to  the  care  of  his  boys.  Giving  up 
his  trade  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  removed  to 
Louisa   County,   Iowa,   renting  a  farm  there   until 
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186G.  in  which  year  lie  bought  a  farm  of  300  acres, 
oil  which  he  lived  until  liis  death,  Dec.  13,  1871. 
Mr.  Storks  was  a  sincere  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  wliich  be  joined 
when  a  young  man.  and  in  which  for  many  years 
he  was  a  Class-Leader.  He  was  always  a  lover  of 
liberty,  and  was  .in  original  Abolitionist,  and  in  po- 
litical belief  a  member  of  the  Whig  partj',and  took 
much  interest  in  public  affairs,  although  he  never 
sought  office.  He  was  an  extensive  reader,  a  friend 
and  advocate  of  education,  a  respected  citizen  and 
a  good  business  man,  whose  position  in  life  was 
gained  by  his  own  efforts,  he  being  at  one  time  the 
owner  of  a  large  properly.  His  cliildren  have  fol- 
lowed in  his  footsteps,  and  do  honor  to  himself  and 
his  wife,  who  survives  him  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  daughter  Alice  and  her  husband,  James 
Bailey,  on, a  farm  adjoining  Mediapolis. 

The  early  life  of  Ji^hn  W.  Storks  was  mainly 
passed  upon  the  farm,  his  education  being  received 
in  the  common  schools  of  Maryland,  Ohio  and  Iowa. 
He  was  five  years  old  when  his  father  returned  to 
Maryland,  and  nine  when  the  family  came  back  to 
Ohio.  He  was  sixteen  years  of  .age  when  the  re- 
moval to  Iowa  took  place,  and  during  the  twoj'ears 
the  faniil}'  lived  in  Benton  Township  he  worked  on 
the  farm  in  the  summer  months,  and  attended 
school  in  the  winter.  After  the  removal  to  Louisa 
County  he  continued  to  work  on  the  farm  until 
Aug.  9,  1862,  when  he  responded  to  the  call  for 
more  volunteers  to  put  down  the  great  Rebellion, 
and  enlisted  in  Company  C,  30th  Iowa  Infantrj'. 
He  served  with  the  regiment  a  period  of  ten  months, 
during  which  time  he  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Chickasaw  Baj-ou,  but  was  discharged  in  June, 
18G3,  b^'  leason  of  physical  disability.  Returning 
home  he  staid  until  May,  1864,  wht-n.  his  health 
being  partially  restored,  he  enlisted  in  the  45th 
Iowa  Infantry,  remaining  with  the  regiment  until 
October  of  that  year,  when  they  were  discharged 
by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  enlist- 
ment. 

On  his  final  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Storks  re- 
sided on  his  share  of  his  father's  farm  until  the 
spring  of  1876,  when  he  bought  200  acres  in  Yellow 
"Spring  Township,  on  nhich  he  made  his  home  for 
ten  years,  and    by  good    management   and   careful 


cultivation  made  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
township.  During  most  of  the  time  he,  was  on  this 
farm  he  was  also  engaged  considerably  in  the  buy- 
ing and  shipping  of  stock.  Selling  his  farm  in  the 
spring  of  1886,  he  purchased  the  hotel  projjerty  in 
Mediapolis,  where  heenjoj's  a  good  trade,  his  house 
being  well  kept  and  deservedly  popular  with  the 
traveling  public.  In  connection  with  his  hotel  he 
keeps  a  livery  and  feed  stable  for  the  acccommoda- 
tion  of  his  patrons,  a  branch  of  the  business  for 
which  his  experience  as  a  dealer  in  stock  peculiarly 
fits  him. 

On  Dec.  27,  1866,  Mr.  Storks  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jane  Swank,  daughter  of  William 
and  Christiana  (Edelman)  Swank,  who  was  born  in 
Harrison  County,  lad.,  Dec.  9,  1839.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Storks  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  E.  Ella, 
born  on  the  home  farm  in  Louisa  County,  Feb.  11, 
1869,  a  young  lady  of  decided  musical  talent. 

Mrs.  Storks  and  her  daughter  .are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Storks  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Garner  Lodge  No.  379,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of 
Sheppard  Post  No.  157,  G.  A.  R.,  both  of  Mediap- 
olis. A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Storks  was 
honored  by  the  citizens  of  the  township  in  which  he 
lived  b3'  being  elected  to  the  offices  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  Township  Clerk  and  Trustee.  As  a 
friend,  a  genial  host,  and  a  good  citizen,  the  kindly 
proprietor  of  the  Commercial  House  is  deservedly 
popular  in  the  community,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
give  this  sketch  of  him  and  his  family  a  place  in 
the  biographical  annals  of  the  best  citizens  of  Des 
Moines  County'. 


(t7  ERMAN  PIETZSCH,  a  gardener  and  farmer 
lf)l)  •'^s'fl'"g  on  section  14,  Flint  River  Town- 
'^\^  ship,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
^3)  Saxony,  Germany,  March  3,  1 838,  and  is  a 
son  of  Alexander  and  Bertha  (Bonitz)  Pietzsch,  both 
of  whom  were  also  natives  of  Saxonj'.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  who  died  in  infancy,  all  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1851.  Those  now  living  besides  Herman 
are:  Moritz,  a  grocer  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Hermine, 
wife  of  August  Weidertz,  a  blacksmith  of  Burling- 
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ton  ;  Fenlinaiifl,  a  dry-goods  merchant  of  Burlington  ; 
Rosa,  widow  of  John  Matliis,  resides  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.;  Ernest,  a  dairyman,  also  of  Nashville;  and 
Annie,  wife  of  Henry  Potthoff,  a  plasterer  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa.  The  family  bade  good-by  to  their 
native  land  in  1 85 1 ,  set  sail  for  the  New  AVorld,  and 
after  a  long  and  tedious  voyage  of  fifty-one  days, 
landed  in  New  Orleans.  They  proceeded  up  the 
Mississippi  River  by  steamboat  to  St.  Louis,  and  in 
March,  18.52,  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  in  Des 
Moines  County  the  father  rented  a  farm  on  the 
Ft.  Madison  road.  Before  coming  to  America,  his 
occupation  had  been  that  of  a  raerciiant,  and,  in 
order  that  his  farm  life  might  be  successful,  he  over- 
taxed his  strength,  was  taken  sick  and  died  before 
the  harvest  of  1852  was  reaped.  Mr.  Pietzsch  was 
an  upright  and  industrious  man.  He  was  educated 
in  Germany  in  .iccordance  with  the  laws  of  that 
land,  and,  had  his  life  been  spared,  would  have 
proved  to  be  as  valuable  a  citizen  of  America  as 
he  was  of  his  native  country.  Mrs.  Pietzsch,  mother 
of  our  subject,  is  yet  living  at  the  age  of  seventy, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Herman.  Both 
the  husband  and  wife  were  members  of  the  First 
Evangelical  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  his 
native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  came  with 
the  family  to  America.  He  remained  upon  the  home 
farm  until  1864,  when  he  purch.ased  eighty-four 
acres  of  land  on  sections  14  and  23,  Flint  River 
Township.  In  November,  1868,  the  marriage  of 
Herman  Pietzsch  and  Miss  El'zabeth  Dewein  was 
celebrated  in  Burlington,  Des  Moines  County.  Mrs. 
Pietzsch  was  born  Dec.  24.  1848,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Mayes)  Deweiu,  natives 
of  Hessen.  Germany.  They  were  married  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  came  by  team  to  Burlington  in 
1 840,  being  among  the  pioneers  of  Des  Moines 
County.  Mr.  Dewein  died  about  the  year  1872, 
and  his  wife  has  since  made  her  home  with  her  son- 
in-law,  John  Blaul,  of  Burlington. 

Immediately  after  their 'marriage,  our  subject 
and  his  J'oung  wife  began  their  domestic  life  upon 
the  farm  in  Flint  River  Township.  The  little  frame 
building  into  which  they  first  moved  was  replaced 
in  1876  by  a  handsome  two-stor}'  brick  residence, 
28x30   feet,  and   in    1887,  a  fine  barn,   30x42   feet 


with  18-foot  posts,  was  built.  The  farm  is  one  of 
the  liest  in  the  township  and  the  garden  contains 
all  kinds  of  small  fruit. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Pietzsch  have  been  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Laura,  born  April  1,  1871;  Louis,  born  Jan.  14, 
1873;  Rosa,  born  May  5,  1875;  Catherine,  born 
May  y,  1879;  P:mma  B.,  born  May  15,  1881  ;  John 
R.,  born  Sept.  19.  1883;  Martha,  born  Nov.  23, 
1885;  Louise,  born  Nov.  7,  1887.  Albert  and  Robert 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pietzsch  have  given 
their  children  good  educations,  and  both  are  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  Pietzsch 
stands  in  the  front  rank  as  a  citizen,  and  is  alwttys 
ready  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  any  public  en- 
terprise. 


LARK  MARBLE,  attorney  at  law,  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  and  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  the  Insane  for  Des 
Moines  County,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  couut3' 
since  1855.  He  was  born  in  Worthington,  Hamp- 
shire Co.,  Mass.,  July  4,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Asa 
and  .Silence  (Clark)  Marble,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  two  grandfathers 
were  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  Our  sub- 
ject was  educated  at  Northampton  High  School  and 
Willistou  Seminary,  of  Easthampton,  and  in  1853 
removed  to  Princeton,  Ky.,  where  he  spent  two 
j-ears  in  the  mercantile  business  and  studying  law 
with  his  brother,  Hon.  Sumner  Marble.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  1855,  locating  in  Burlington,  where  he 
continued  his  law  studies  with  T.  D.  Crocker,  now 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1859,  smce  which  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
years,  he  has  been  in  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. In  politics  Mr.  Marble  is  a  Repulilican, 
and  has  l)een  called  to  fill  various  official  positions, 
having  served  as  Deputy  Recorder  and  Treasurer 
of  Des  Moines  County,  was  Justice  four  years, 
Notary  nine  years,  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Insanity. 

Mr.  Marble  was  thrice  married,  first  on  Jan.  1, 
1849,  to  Miss  Catherine  T.  Pomeroy,  who  died 
Jlarch  4,  1857,  and  five  children  were  born  of  their 
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marriage,  none  of  whom  are  living.  He  was  again 
united  in  marriage,  the  seconrl  time  in  July,  1857, 
to  Miss  Mattie  C.  Gilbert,  by  whom  he  hart  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Lillie  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  S.  Greer,  of  Wa^-ne  Count}',  Iowa; 
Fannie  is  the  wife  of  William  Owens,  of  Burlington  ; 
Fred  is  a  mechanical  engineer.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  April  26,  1873,  when  Mr.  Mar- 
ble was  again  married,  April  .30,  1877,  to  Mrs. 
Lucy  A.  Searle,  widow  of  William  R.  .Searlc,  of 
Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Marble  was  accidentally  killed 
Oct.  28,  1887,  leaving  three  children  by  her  former 
marriage :  William  I.  Searle,  of  Westfield ;  Elbert 
H.,  and  Fred  C.  Searle,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  Mr. 
Marble  is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Des 
Moines  County  bar,  has  been  faithful  and  com- 
petent in  the  discharge  of  ofBcial  duty,  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow-citizens. 


^55)EORGE  B.  LITTLE,  a  physician  of  Bur- 
ll  (=^  liiigton,  Iowa,  was  liorn  in  Henry  County, 
'^^  III.,  April  15,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Caleb 
J.  T.  and  Eliza  Ann  (Brooks)  Little.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  born  in  1811, 
while  his  mother  was  born  in  1813,  in  Massachusetts. 
Having  heard  ver^-  favorable  accounts  of  the  broad 
prairies  of  Illinois,  Caleb  Little  resolved  there  to 
make  his  future  home.  In  1837,  after  many  da3's' 
travel,  he  located  in  Henry  County  at  a  place  called 
Wetherfield,  where  he  built  the  first  shop  and  was 
the  first  blacksmith.  The  following  year  he  returned 
to  his  old  home  for  bis  family,  then  consisting  of 
his  wife  and  one  son,  and  commenced  life  in  earnest. 
When  he  first  went  to  Ilenrj'  County  he  had  but 
twenty-five  cents  in  mone}'  and  his  tools,  but  with 
clinracteristic  energy  he  set  to  work,  and  after  a 
few  years  had  accumulated  enough  to  establisii  a 
general  merchandise  store,  in  which  he  was  quite 
successful.  When  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  was  built  through  Heiuy  County  the  town 
of  Wetherfield  was  left  a  mile  to  the  south,  and 
Kewanee  sprang  into  existence.  Mr.  Little  soon 
removed  to  the  latter  place,  and  again  embarked  in 
a  general  merchau.lise   store,  .as  a   member  ot    the 
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firm  of  Little,  Perkins  &  Co.  Possessing  more 
than  ordinary  business  ability,  honest  and  upright 
in  all  his  dealings,  his  enterprises  were  alwii^'s  suc- 
cessful, and  he  accumulated  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Caleb  Little  and  his 
estimable  wife:  Charles,  who  represented  his  dis- 
trict in  the  Legislature,  and  is  a  successful  physician 
of  Manhattan,  Kan.,  was  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the 
19th  Illinois  Infantry-,  and  participated  in  the 
march  to  the  sea,  and  in  the  grand  review  at  AVash- 
iugton ;  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Perkins,  a 
successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Fremont  Coun- 
ty, Iowa;  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Todd,  of 
Chicago;  Harriet,  deceased  wife  of  Rev.  John  Grif- 
fin, whose  home  is  in  Texas;  William  C.  is  an 
attorney  at  law  and  real-estate  agent,  of  Wichita, 
Kan.,  where  he  has  accumulated  a  large  property; 
Eliza  A.,  wife  of  Frank  Reid,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Henry  County,  111.;  George  B.,  of  this  sketch;  and 
John  J  ,  a  dental  surgeon  of  Burlington. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Little  was  a  Jackson  Democrat, 
but  afterward  afflliiated  with  tiie  Whigs,  and  later 
was  one  of  the  stanch  Al)olitionists.  He  was  always 
a  friend  to  education,  and  is  liberal  in  his  support 
of  educational  institutions.  He  and  his  vvife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  Kewanee, 
111. 

George  B.  Little,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education  in  the  schools  of  Ke- 
wanee, and  afterward  took  a  partial  course  at 
the  State  Agricultural  College,  at  Manhattan,  Kan. 
In  1870  he  commenced  reading  medicine  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  Todd,  at  Kewanee,  and  subsequently 
attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago, 
from  which  noted  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  '73.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
immediatel}'  came  to  Burlington,  where  he  has  since 
been  constantly  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  has  been  eminently  successful,  and  has 
gained  a  reputation  which  many  an  older  piiy- 
sician  might  well  envy.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Des 
Moines  County  Medical  Society,  in  which  he  has 
filled  several  [jrorainent  positions,  and  as  a  citizen, 
he  is  iield  in  high  esteem  for  his  sterling  worth  and 
upright  character. 

In  1874,  at  Kewanee,  111.,  Di'.  Little  w.as   united    V 
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ill  marriage  with  Miss  Estlier  M.  Palmer,  a  daugh- 
ter of  G.  N.  Palmer.  Slie  was  born  in  Henry 
County,  111.,  in  1854,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
four  children — Palmer  J.,  Lulu  B.,  Etta  Floy  and 
George  B.,  Jr.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  Burlington. 
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JOHN  SHARP,  deceased.  The  pleasant  mem- 
ories which  cluster  around  the  names  of  those 
who  during  their  lifetimes  were  accorded  a 
proud  place  among  men,  are  to  be  perpetuated 
only  in  history.  To  preserve  the  identity  of  the 
gentleman  above  named,  and  to  give  him  and  his 
family  a  place  in  the  historj'  of  the  count}' in  which 
they  have  lived  long  and  worthil}',  is  both  the  duty 
and  pleasure  of  the  historian.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Washington  Count}',  Pa.,  and  was  a  son  of 
John  and  Jane  (McCarroll)  Sharp.  Jolin  Sharp,  Sr.> 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  America, 
settling  in  Washington  County,  Pa.  His  marriage 
to  Jane  McCarroll,  a  lady  born  in  Ireland,  was 
celebrated  in  Pennsylvania,  and  therein  1812,  John. 
Jr..  their  eldest  son.  was  born.  After  him  came 
William,  now  a  resident  of  Jasper  County,  lowai 
who  wedded  Elizabeth  Garrett;  Joseph,  deceased, 
wedded  Mary  J.  Martin ;  Officer  wedded  Sarah  A. 
Long,  and  resides  in  Grant  County,  Ore. ;  Alex 
11.  wedded  Elizabeth  Hemphill,  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
Sharp;  Mary  became  the  wife  of  William  Martin; 
and  Samuel  died  unmarried. 

John  Sharp.  Jr.,  was  united  in  marri.age  in  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1837,  with  Miss  Sarah  Hemphill,  now 
his  widow,  and  for  several  years  after  their  marriage 
they  remained  on  a  farm  in  that  State.  Mrs.  Sharp 
is  a  daugiiter  of  Thomas  and  Delilah  (Tarney) 
Hemphill.  Thomas  Hemphill  was  born  in  1772,  in 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  prior  to  the  removal  of 
his  parents  to  America,  and  his  wife,  a  native  of 
Monongahela  City,  Pa.,  was  born  in  1781,  thus 
being  one  of  the  earl}'  birtlis  in  the  history  of  that 
part  of  that  State.  The  marriage  of  that  couple  was 
celebrated  in  the  city  of  her  birth,  and  both  died 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  parents 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
Nancy  married  Roticrt  C.  Stewart,  of  Butler  County, 


Ohio;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Martin,  of  War- 
ren County,  Iowa;  James  T.  wedded  Saria  Mur- 
dock.  a  resident  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  of 
which  he  is  Sheriff.  Mrs.  Sliarp  is  the  eldest  of 
these  children  and  was  born  in   1811. 

The  Sharp  family  moved  to  Brown  County,  111., 
in  1844,  and  after  two  years'  residence  near  Mt- 
Sterling,  pushed  farther  west,  and  a  location  was 
made  upon  the  land,  now  a  beautiful  farm,  in  Dan- 
ville Township,  purchased  of  H.  A.  Rilner,  a  pioneer, 
in  the  springtime  of  1846.  William  Sharp,  with 
his  family,  bad  preceded  his  brother  John,  and  had 
erected  a  small  house  upon  an  adjoining  tract,  in 
which  both  families  lived  until  the  latter  erected  a 
house,  the  same  in  which  his  widow  now  resides, 
though  it  hiis  been  entirely  remodeled,  but  the  same 
frame  and  foundation  remain.  The  giant  elm  tree 
that  rears  its  branches  so  proudly  above  their  cham- 
ber window  was  planted  by  Mr.  Sharp  the  same 
spring  they  came,  .and  is  truly  a  monument  to  his 
memory.  Beneath  its  spreading  branches  and  its 
grateful  shade  their  children  have  played,  have 
grown  to  be  men  and  women,  and  yet  the  old 
tree  remains  as  a  guardian  angel  to  remind  them  of 
him  who,  in  the  early  days  of  Des  Moines  County, 
began  the  work  of  developing  for  them  a  home  in 
the  new  Noi'thwest. 

Their  two  eldest  children,  James  O.  and  Carrie 
N.,  the  latter  the  wife  of  George  Hill,  a  photogra- 
pher of  Burlington,  were  born  in  Pennsylvania; 
Margaret  J.,  wife  of  George  Smith,  of  Decatur 
County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Illinois;  Sarah  M., 
Mary  A.  and  John  P.  were  born  in  Iowa  upon  the 
old  homestead.  The  son,  John  P.,  is  the  husband 
of  Alice  Hemmings,  whose  father,  John  Hemmings, 
was  one  of  the  most  worthy  farmers  of  Danville 
Township,  and  of  him  a  biography  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 

Jx)hn  Sharp  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  his  chil- 
dren were  carefully  educated,  his  eldest  daughter, 
prior  to  her  marri.age,  having  taught  school  in  this 
county  for  a  number  of  terms.  As  the  years  flew 
by  Mr.  Sharp  and  his  good  wife  saw  their  posses- 
sions increased,  and  their  toil  was  rendered  lighter 
by  the  joys  of  a  happy  wedded  life.  Both  were 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
their  children  were  reared  in  that  faith.     The  death 
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of  tliat  honored  gentleman  occurrefl  Jan.  7,  1882, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  Linns  Point 
Cemetery,  near  Middletown.  We  are  pleased  to 
give  this  biography  of  the  family  who  have  been 
so  favorably  known  for  many  years  in  the  county, 
and  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  note  that  his  widow, 
now  in  her  seventy-fifth  year,  is  in  good  health  and 
eas3'  circumstiinces.  Her  daughters,  Sarah  and 
Mary,  and  the  eldest  son,  James,  constitute  the  fam- 
ily, and  the  good  mother  still  presides  as  hostess  of 
a  hospitable  mansion. 

A    portrait  of   this  honored  pioneer  is  herewith 
presented  to  the  readers  of  this  Album. 

_ .^.^ ^ 


WILLIAM  STEYII,  City  Engineer  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  was  born  in  a  small  village 
near  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Sept.  17,  1845, 
and  his  early  life  was  spent  upon  a  farm.  When 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  engaged  with  an  engineering 
corps,  and,  being  a  close  observer,  he  made  rapid 
IM'ogress  in  the  profession  of  civil  engineering.  In 
1 867  he  came  to  America,  going  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
where  he  had  friends  living,  but  not  finding  any 
employment,  was  advised  to  go  West,  so  after  about 
three  months'  stay  in  that  city,  he  came  to  Burling- 
ton. The  following  spring  he  obtained  employment 
on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  with 
a  party  of  survej'ors,  remaining  with  them  until 
1870,  and  then  was  emploj-ed  for  a  short  time  on 
the  Burlington  &  Northwestern  Railroad.  During 
•the  year  1871  and  a  portion  of  1872,  Mr.  Steyh 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  State  at  the  Iowa  Hospi- 
tal for  the  Insane  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  being  engaged  in 
surveying  and  laying  off  the  grounds.  The  follow- 
ing recommendation  will  show  in  what  appreciation 
his  labors  were  held. 

"To  whom  it  may  concern:  Mr.  William  Steyh,  C. 
E.,  has  had  charge  of  the  extensive  hydraulic  works 
for  supplying  this  institution  with  water,  consisting 
of  the  construction  of  a  iie.avy  stone  masonry  dam, 
settling  pond,  filter  and  reservoir  with  connecting 
pipes,  and  has  shown  himself  a  most  competent  en- 
gineer. Under  his  guidance  the  work  has  pro- 
gressed in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  He  has 
shown   good  judgment  in  planning   work   for   tlie 


large  force  of  laborers,  stone-cutters  and  masons 
under  him,  for  the  economical  prosecution  of  the 
work.  He  has  also  done  topographical  surveying 
for  laying  out  the  hospital  grounds  for  ornamental 
planting  and  lawns,  and  I  feel  that  I  can  confiden- 
tially recommend  him  to  any  one  needing  the  serv- 
ice of  a  skillful  city  engineer. 

'•  Mark  Ramsey,  Supt." 

In  1872  Mr.  Steyh  returned  to  Burlington,  and 
the  nest  year  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the 
street  car  lines  of  the  citj'.  In  1878  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  con- 
structing the  double  track,  and  in  1879  assisted  in 
tiie  construction  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad  in  Nebraska,  between  Plattsmouth  and  Red 
Cloud.  He  was  the  assistant  in  laying  off  the  great 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  shops  at  West  Burling- 
ton, and  in  the  latter  part  of  1881  he  was  engaged 
in  constructing  the  Burlington  &  Northwestern  be- 
tween Winfleld  and  Brighton.  Since  1882  he  has 
occupied  his  present  position  as  City  Engineer,  with 
the  exception  of  one  }'ear,  1884. 

Mr.  Steyh  was  united  in  marriage  in  Burlington, 
in  1873,  with  Miss  Christina  Pleiff,  a  native  of  Des 
Moines  County.  By  this  union  there  are  four  chil- 
dren— Lizzie,  Tillie,  Willie  and  Maggie.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Steyh  is  independent. 


■it:  AMES  WARREN  MERRILL,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  New  Era,  Mediapolis,  is  a 
native  of  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  born.luly 
J  31,  1833.  His  father,  Joshua  Merrill,  was  the 
son  of  William  Merrill,  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  Puritan  families  of 
that  region.  In  the  War  of  the  Revolution  AVilliam 
Merrill  did  his  dut^-  as  a  brave  patriot,  while  in 
the  second  war  with  Great  Britain  Joshua  Merrill  just 
as  faithfully  served.  The  latter  wedded  Rhoda 
Crosson,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children,  seven 
of  whom  arc  now  living:  William,  late  a  resident 
of  Pennville,  Ind.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war, 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  81st  Ohio  Infantry  till 
the  close  of  the  war:  Stephen  M.  is  the  well-kni>\vn 
Bishop  Merrill  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
whose  reputation  is   world-wide ;  James  W.  is   the 
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subject  of  our  sketch;  Eliza  is  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Mnrren.  of  Page  County,  Iowa;  Cornelia,  wife  of 
Thomas  Davis,  of  Yellow  Spring  Township;  Helen 
F.,  wife  of  Joshua  Sliockley,  of  ^'ermilion  Countj-, 
111.;  Melissa,  wife  of  G.  F.  Thomas,  of  Mediapolis. 
The  Crossous  were  of  Irish  descent,  the  famil3',  how- 
ever, emigrating  to  this  country  at  an  early  day. 
Like  the  Merrills  they  were  intensely  patriotic,  the 
grandfather  Crosson  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the 
French  and  Indian  AVars,  and  also  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War. 

Joshua  Merrill  followed  the  occupation  of  a  shoe- 
maker, but  was  a  man  of  strong  mind  and  superior 
intellect,  and  had  he  been  diflfereutly  situated 
■would  doubtless  have  become  a  distinguished  man. 
He  w.as  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  ¥.p\s- 
copal  Church,  and  politically,  was  a  Whig,  but  of 
strong  anti-slavery  tendencies,  liecoming  a  member 
of  the  first  anti-slaverj'  society  organized  in  his 
region.  Joshua  Merrill  died  in  1851,  his  wife  pre- 
ceding him  to  tlie  unknown  world  one  year. 

When  our  subject  was  an  infant  the  family 
moved  to  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Green- 
field, where  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to 
Washington,  Fa^-ette  Co.,  Ohio,  to  learn  the  print- 
ers' traile.  After  serving  two  years  in  the  office  of 
the  Fayette  New  Era,  he  started  out  as  a  journej^- 
man  printer,  and  for  tiie  next  ten  years  wandered 
over  the  countr}-  here  and  there  through  the  States 
of  Oliio  and  Indiana,  working  in  various  otlices.  In 
this  way  he  secureil  a  knowledge  of  the  ••  art  pie- 
servative  of  all  arts,"  such  ;ts  could  not  be  secured 
in  any  one  office,  and  his  views  of  men  and  meas- 
ures were  broadened.  In  1.S57  Mr.  Merrill  wont  to 
Keithsburg,  111.,  and  worked  in  the  office  of  the 
Observer,  the  first  paper  published  in  that  place. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  offered  his 
services  as  a  soldier,  but  was  rejected  on  account 
of  physical  disability,  but  later  was  accepted,  and 
became  a  member  of  Company  G,  45th  Iowa  In- 
fantry. On  the  17th  day  of  September,  1863,  Mr. 
Merrill  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jessie  R. 
Telfer,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  a  daughter  of 
Alexander  Telfer.  Seven  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  five  of  whom  are  living — Anna  Ma}-, 
Stephen   C,  Thomas  A.,  Oak  E.  and   Vida  Helen. 


The  deceased  are  Minerva  A.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years,  and  Francis,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrill  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Ei)iscopal  Church,  and  socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

As  a  citizen,  Mr.  Merrill  is  ever  ready  to  do  his 
part  in  building  up  the  place  in  which  he  resides. 
Like  his  father,  he  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions, 
and  that  which  he  considers  right  he  will  advocate, 
however  much  he  may  be  opposed,  or  whether  the 
opposition  may  be  ridicule  of  his  views,  or  what 
might  be  thouijlit  to  bealoo:ical  refutation  of  them. 
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lY?  AMES  IIANNUM,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
j  residing  on  section  1,  Franklin  Township, 
Ues  Moines  C(j.,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Crawford 
County,  Pa.,  .Sept.  5,  180C.  At  the  close  of 
the  War  of  l.sr2  his  father,  Jacob  Hannuni,  who 
had  i-eceived  a  land  warrant  for  services  during  that 
war,  removed  with  his  family  to  Washington  Countv, 
Pa.  The  land  warrant  which  the  father  had  I'e- 
ceived  turned  out  to  he  a  forgery,  and  the  rightful 
owner  took  possession  of  the  land.  The  Hannum 
family  remained  in  that  county  for  a  short  time, 
but  later  removed  to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 
where  the  death  of  the  father  occurred. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  James  Hannum 
made  his  home  both  in  Pennsylvania  and  Oliio  until 
1828,  when  he  was  unite'd  in  marriage  with  Jane 
Baird,  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  (Anderson)  Baird, 
who  were  natives  of  Ireland.  After  their  marriage 
the  j'oung  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a 
rented  farm  in  that  county,  Mv.  Hannum  working 
on  shares.  After  making  that  their  home  for 
awhile,  they  removed  to  Jefferson  County,  Ind., 
from  there  to  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  where  they 
remained  a  short  time,  and  later  became  resiilents 
of  Pittsburgh,  and  in  1851  decided  to  come  to  Iowa, 
reaching  Burlington  in  April  of  that  year.  A  farm 
of  204  acres  was  purchased  on  section  1,  Franklin 
Township,  and  Mr.  Hannum  Immediately  began  the 
improvement  of  his  land,  and  here  he  has  eversince 
resided.  On  the  3d  of  May.  1887,  his  wife  was 
called   to  her  long  rest.      She    was   seventy-seven 
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years  of  age,  and  with  her  husband,  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Haiinum  has  been  elected  to  various  townsliip 
offices,  and  filled  each  position  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
From  the  earliest  times  he  was  an  Abolitionist,  and 
upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican  part}' 
joined  its  ranks,  and  has  ever  stood  firm  in  sup- 
port of  its  principles.  Mr.  Hannum  is  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  county,  has  aided  in  its 
advancement  and  progi-ess,  has  been  liberal  in  his 
support  of  its  institutions,  and  is  everywhere  re- 
spected and  esteemed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hannum  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children:  John  enlisted  in  the  6th  Iowa  Infantry, 
served  three  years,  then  re-enlisted,  was  killed  in 
the  charge  on  Little  Kennesaw  Mountain  in  Georgia, 
and  now  sleejjs  in  an  unknown  grave  in  the  sunny 
South ;  Alexander,  who  served  in  the  Colorado 
State  Militia,  died  in  Burlington,  in  1882;  Samuel 
is  a  resident  farmer  of  Kansas;  William  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Washington  Countj',  Iowa;  James 
died  in  California;  Joseph  was  a  member  of  the 
14tli  Iowa  Infantry  (see  his  sketch);  Finley  was  a 
farmer  of  Concordia,  Kan.,  and  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life,  and  Hugh  and  Thomas  are  deceased. 


i^H^HOMAS   HEDGE,   Sr.,  a   pioneer    of    Bur- 
''''^^=^    lington,  Iowa,  of  1836,  and  for  many  years 


one  of  the  most  prominent  and  respected 
business  men  of  that  city,  was  born  at  Yarmouth, 
Mass.,  Feb.  14,  1815,  and  was  descended  from 
English  ancestr}'.  The  first  of  his  famil}'  to  come 
to  America  was  Capt.  William  Hedge,  master  of 
!in  English  vessel,  which  he  sailed  from  London  to 
Boston  in  1638,  and  effected  a  settlement  at  Yar- 
mouth. His  lineal  descend.ant,  James  Hedge,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  also  a  sea 
captain,  and  during  the  later  3'ears  of  his  life  a 
farmer  of  Yarmouth.  His  death  occurred  in  1854. 
Thomas  Hedge  was  brought  up  on  his  father's  farm, 
receiving  his  education  in  tiie  public  and  private 
schools  of  Yarmouth.  When  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  went  to  Boston,  where  he  was  emploj'cd  as 
clerk  for  two  3ears  in  a  commission  house.      He 


then  entered  the  counting-room  of  Burgess  <fe 
Sons,  a  house  extensively  engaged  in  the  West 
Indian  trade,  and  was  at  first  employed  as  book- 
keeper; and  later  was  sent  to  Cuba,  in  the  interest 
of  the  house.  At  the  expiration  of  eight  months, 
having  completed  the  business  on  which  he  had 
been  sent,  he  returned  to  Boston,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1836  undertook  to  establish  himself  in  business 
in  the  then  far  West,  and  in  companj'  with  two 
other  young  men  came  to  Burlington,  then  but  a 
frontier  hamlet  situated  on  territory  from  which  the 
native  Indians  had  but  recently  been  transferred. 
He  spent  three  j'ears  in  mercantile  business  at  that 
place,  when,  not  finding  the  conditions  of  the  fron- 
tier civilization  favorable  for  money  making,  he 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Boston.  Upon  his  return 
to  that  city  he  re-entered  the  service  of  his  old 
emplo}'ers,  Messrs.  Burgess  &  Sons,  and  was  once 
more  assigned  to  duty  in  Cuba.  After  an  absence 
of  four  J'ears  in  that  country,  he  returned  to  Massa- 
chusetts, to  consummate  an  important  event  in  his 
life,  and  was  married  at  his  native  town  (Yarmouth) 
to  Miss  Eliza  B.  Eldridge  in  September,  1843.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Hedge  returned  to  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  bringing  with  him  a  stock  of  merchandise, 
with  which  he  opened  a  general  store.  He  con- 
tinued in  that  business  from  1843  to  1858,  when  he 
sold  out  and  engaged  in  banking,  as  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Lauman,  Hedge  &  Co.  From  1861  to 
March,  1862,  be  was  carrying  on  a  general  produce 
trade.  He  then  became  satisfied  that  the  lumber 
business  was  likely  to  prove  more  profitable,  and 
became  associated  with  the  Gilbert  Brothers,  in 
that  line.  In  1865  the  firm  of  Gilbert,  Hedge  & 
Co.  was  formed,  of  which  he  was  an  .active  and  in- 
fluential member,  and  with  which  he  was  .associated 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  firm  pur- 
chased large  tracts  of  pine  lands  in  Wisconsin  which 
proved  very  valuable,  and  their  business  in  Iowa 
grew  to  important  proportions,  so  that  at  the  close 
of  his  life  Mr.  Hedge  left  a  large  and  valuable 
estate.  His  death  occurred  Jan.  8,  1885.  Mr. 
Hedge  was  a  Whig  in  early  life  and  later  a  Re- 
publican, but  he  was  never  an  active  partisan.  Still 
he  took  an  .active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  serveil 
in  various  public  cap.acities,  in  a  manner  that  was 
beneficial  to  the  pulilic  and  creditable   to   himself. 
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In  18C1,  when  the  system  of  connty  government 
was  changed  from  the  Commissioner  to  the  Super- 
visor plan,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  first 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  Des  Moines  County,  was 
re-elected,  and  served  during  the  years  1862-63. 
In  1870,  wlien  the  numljer  of  Supervisors  was  re- 
duced from  tliirteen  to  three,  he  was  chosen  a 
member  under  the  new  system,  and  was  re-elected 
for  the  years  1871-72.  For  two  years  he  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  In- 
sane Asylum,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  first 
Board  of  Directors  of  tlie  First  National  Bnnk  of 
Burlington.  He  took  an  .active  interest  in  all  public 
enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  the  city  or  county, 
and  was  liberal  in  support  of  schools  and  churches. 
In  1854  he  united  with  the  Congregational  Church 
of  this  city,  to  the  support  of  which  he  was  a  liberal 
contributor. 

In  all  the  relations  of  life,  both  public  and 
private,  he  was  known  as  a  genial,  kindly.  Christian 
gentleman,  whose  integrity  was  above  question,  and 
wlio  commanded  and  enjoyed  the  highest  respect 
and  friendly  regard  of  all  who.  knew  him.  Mrs. 
Hedge,  a  lady  possessing  man}'  excellencies  of 
character,  died  in  May,  1869,  leaving  two  children, 
.1  son  and  daughter.  The  son,  Thomas  Hedge,  Jr., 
is  a  practicing  attorney  of  Burlington,  and  a  member 
of  the  law  firm  of  Hedge  da  BIythe  (see  sketch  else- 
where in  this  work).  The  daughter,  Anna  B.,  is 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Charles  P.  Squires,  a  wholesale 
druggist  of  Burlington. 


'if)  ACOB  ALTER,  a  farmer  residing  on  section 
10,  and  one  of  the  best  known  residents  of 
Danville  Township,  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  March  1,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Maria  (Rinehart)  Alter,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  of  Cum- 
berland, the  latter  of  Lebanon  County.  They  were 
married  in  that  county  and  removed  to  Washington 
Count}',  Pa.,  where  Henry  purchased  land,  develop- 
ing a  fine  farm  from  the  virgin  forest.  They  lo- 
cated in  that  county  about  1807,  and  all  the  children 
were  born,  reared,  and  with  the  exception  of  two, 
were  married  there:   Lucetta,  the  widow  of   Ilcnrv 


A.  liitner;  David  wedded  Hester  Wellz,  and  botli 
died  in  Fairfield,  Iowa;  Eliza  wedded  James  Rob- 
erts, botli  deceased  ;  Margaret  and  Sarah  were  twins, 
Daniel  Hewett  raarr^'ing  tlie  first,  John  Hewett  be- 
coming Sarah's  husband,  and  all  have  passed  away. 
Henr}'  R.  w.as  thrice  married ;  Margaret  Wiricli  was 
his  first,  Miss  H.azen  his  second,  and  Mrs.  Nancy 
(Dean)  McRarj'  the  third  wife;  Henry  was  acci- 
dentallj'  killed  by  a  horse,  and  his  wife  and  two 
children,  Eva  .and  Minnie,  were  killed  in  the  terri- 
ble railroad  wreck  at  Chatsworth,  111.,  in  August, 
1887.  another  daughter,  Emma,  being  badly  in- 
jured at  the  same  time;  our  subject  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Solomon,  the  next,  graduated  at  the 
Washington  (Pa.)  College,  wedded  Martha,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Gordon,  later  went  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  was  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  United 
States  .it  the  time  of  his  death;  Maria  wedded  John 
Wolfe,  and  after  his  death  was  again  married  ;  Isaac 
married  Catherine  Brundige,  resides  in  Lake  County, 
Cal.,  and  is  the  owner  of  "Paradise  Valley;"  Jere- 
miah became  the  husband  of  Elizabeth  Romeg. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Washington 
Count}',  Pa.,  and  her  husband  removed  to  Tusc.ara- 
w.as  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  again  married,  and 
died  in  that  county  in  1852,  .aged  about  sixty-five 
years. 

Our  subject  w.as  reared  upon  the  Pennsylvania 
farm,  receiving  only  a  meager  country  school  edu- 
cation. He,  however,  studied  hard,  and  prior  to 
his  marriage  taught  school  one  term  in  his  own 
school  district.  Miss  Jane  S.  Knox  became  his 
wife  Feb.  7,  1838,  and  the  follo\ving  April  the 
young  couple  removed  to  Preston  County,  W.  Va., 
where  Mr.  Alter  purch.ased  a  farm,  and  for  several 
terms  taught  school  during  the  winter.  Eight  years 
later  they  removed  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
bringing  three  children  who  were  born  in  West 
Virginia — Elizabeth  Catherine,  Henry  an<l  Mar- 
garet. The  two  latter  died  soon  after  the  arrival 
in  Iowa.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  John  R.  Ritner, 
a  farmer  of  Taylor  County,  Iowa. 

Purchasing  his  homestead  in  1846,  Mr.  Alter 
brought  his  family  in  1847,  and  since  th.at  date  has 
been  identified  with  the  development  of  Danville 
Township.  His  lands  are  well  improved,  and  every 
tree,  every  fence,  the  numerous  out-buildings  and 
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the  substantial  farinhoiiso.  liave  been  placed  upon 
them  since  his  location.  His  first  house  was  Irame, 
and  a  part  of  it  3'et  stands,  having  been  included 
in  the  building  more  recently'  erected.  Enterprise 
and  thrift  have  been  prominent  characteristics  of 
Mr.  Alter  since  becoming  a  resident  of  tlie  county, 
in  which  he  is  an  important  factor.  On  the  home- 
stead the  following  children  were  born:  John  K., 
husband  of  Mary  Dooliltle,  is  a  farmer  of  Danville 
Township;  Isaac  W.,  husl)an(l  of  Hannah  Young, 
resides  in  Plainview,  Pierce  Co.,  Neb.,  and  is  a 
dealer  in  agricultural  im|)lements:  Jacob  Benton, 
telegrai)h  operator  of  Weaver  Station,  Lee  County, 
is  the  husband  of  Hattie  Moffatt;  P^dwin  M.,  hus- 
band of  Ella  Swift,  resides  in  T.aylor  County. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Alter  occurred  Feb.  18,  1855, 
and  Mr.  Alter  married  Mrs.  Fllizabeth  Delaplain, 
who  was  the  widow  of  Aaron  Delaplain,  he  d3-ing 
in  Madison  County,  Iowa,  in  l!S4'J.  She  was  the 
mother  of  one  daughter  at  the  time  of  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Alter,  N.aomi  R.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Thom.as  Shirley,  a  carpenter  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  After 
the  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Mrs.  Delaplain  other 
chililren  came  to  grace  their  home:  Frank  K.  wed- 
ded Viola  Bramhall  and  both  died  in  Florida; 
:Mary  J..  Cora  B.  and  Nettie  M.  reside  with  their 
parents.  Coia  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Lee  Count3',  she  and  Nettie  having  taken 
courses  at  Howe's  Academ}'  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  and 
Mary  is  now  completing  her  musical  education  at 
Burlington. 

Mr.  Alter  was  one  of  the  early  Township  Trus- 
tees, and  was  many  times  his  own  successor.  He 
was  for  six  years  Assessor,  and  in  ISGl  was  elected 
Township  Treasurer,  which  position  he  has  filled 
continuously  since,  in  a  manner  creditable  to  his 
well-known  business  qualifications.  He  disposed  of 
an  annual  average  of  ^.'3,000  worth  of  township  land 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  without  the 
loss  of  a  dollar.  One  of  the  first  to  organize  the 
Burlington  Insurance  Company,  Mr.  Alter  is  also 
one  of  the  original  stockholders,  charter  members 
and  early  Directors  of  that  company.  In  1885  he 
wxs  elected  Secretary  j'^"  '^'w,  and  the  next  year 
was  elected  to  that  otlice.  still  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacity. Having  grown  wealthy  with  his  years,  Mr. 
Alter  lives  practically  a  retired  life,  although   nian- 
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aging  his  nice  farm  besides  his  other  business.  We 
gladly  give  this  sketch  a  deserved  place  among  the 
pioneers  and  representative  business  men  of  Des 
Moines  County,  of  whom  Mr.  Alter  is  one  of  .the 
oldest  and  best  known. 

"iTi  OHN  STORER.  We  take  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting the  name  of  Mr.  Storer,  a  prominent 
and  representative  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
l(^/  tion  32,  Flint  River  Township,  who  was  born 
Jan.  27,  1828,  in  Allegheny.  Pa.  His  parents,  Rich- 
ard and  Alary  A.  (Sn3'der)  Storer,  were  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  descended  from  the 
Scotch,  and  the  mother  of  German  origin,  and  to 
them  were  born  nine  children,  of  whom  eight  are 
yet  living:  Hannah  E.,  wife  of  Wilson  Wall,  they 
being  residents  of  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  living 
but  a  mile  from  the  old  home;  Charlotte  A.,  wife 
of  George  Snyder,  a  resident  of  New  London,  Henry 
Co.,  Iowa;  Martha  J.,  widow  of  Jacob  Snyder,  re- 
sides in  Keosauqua,  Iowa;  our  subject  is  fourth  in 
order  of  birth;  William,  who  served  three  j'ears  in 
a  Pennsylvania  regiment,  lives  in  Elizabethtown, 
Pn.;  Margaret  L.  married  Samuel  McKibben,  and 
they  reside  in  Muscatine,  Iowa;  Nicholas,  a  me- 
chanic, is  Superintendent  in  the  Butflngton  Wheel 
Companj-,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  served  three 
3ears  in  the  1st  Iowa  Cavalry;  Mar3'  C,  widow  of 
F.  F.  Peny,  is  living  in  Keosauqua,  Iowa;  Richard, 
the  eighth  child,  was  a  member  of  the  25th  lowaln- 
fautr3',  and  died  from  exposure  while  in  the  service 
during  the  late  war.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  1841,  at  the  age  of  tliirt3--six,  in  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.  She  was  a  kind  and  indulgent  wife 
and  mother,  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Mr.  Storer  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  was 
again  married,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wheatl3',  and  by 
this  union  two  children  were  born:  Nancy  and 
Frazer,  the  latter,  like  many  others,  giving  his  life 
on  the  altar  of  his  country,  being  a  member  of  the 
25th  Iowa  Infantry.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Storer  died  in 
1841),  and  Miss  Mary  Gardiner,  a  native  of  Penn- 
S3lvania.  became  his  third  wife.  Eight  children 
graced  this  last  union:  Oliver,  Milton,  James; 
Emma,  wife  of  Thomas  Lamme,  a  residentof  Win- 
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field,  lowii;  Frank,  who  was  killed  by  a  horse;  and 
three  children  who  died  in  infancy.  Richard  Storer, 
Sr.,  came  with  his  fainil}'  to  Iowa  In  18.51,  purchas- 
ing a  farm  in  Flint  River  Township,  Des  Moines 
County,  making  that  his  home  until  1863.  He  then 
sold  that  land,  purchasing  in  Union  Township,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Previous  to  his 
coming  to  Iowa,  he  served  as  a  Deacon  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  his  native  State,  and  after  coming  to 
this  county,  (lerformed  the  same  office  iu  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  at  Burlington,  until  his  death.  The 
church  lost  one  of  its  most  active  workers  in  his 
death,  he  being  very  liberal  in  its  support.  His 
third  wife  died  about  the  year  1881,  and  she  too 
was  a  member  of  that  church. 

Remaining  at  home  until  the  age  of  seventeen, 
John  Storer  tlien  began  the  battle  of  life  for  him- 
self, and  wishing  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  for  four  years,  receiving 
for  each  of  the  first  two  years  S!35,  and  $40  for  the 
succeeding  two  years.  During  that  time  he  became 
a  master  workman,  and  receiving  a  recommenda- 
tion, started  out  as  a  journeyman,  working  in  Penn- 
sjivania,  where  he  received  about  $2  per  day. 
Thinking  that  the  new  West  would  prove  a  better 
field  for  his  labor,  in  1851  he  located  in  Burlington, 
and  many  of  the  beautiful  residences  stand  as  testi- 
monials of  his  skill  and  ability.  In  1852  sixty 
acres  of  his  present  farm  were  purchased  in  partner- 
ship witii  his  brother-in-law,  it  then  being  wild  and 
uncultivated  land.  John  Storer  settled  on  his  farm 
in  1854,  in  the  meantime  continuing  working  at  his 
trade  until  1862,  when  he  became  a  farmer,  having 
previously  rented  the  land  upon  which  he  resided 
until  that  time.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
purchased  his  brother's  stock  and  implements,  and 
the  care  and  cultivation  bestowed  upon  it  have  pro- 
duced one  of  the  most  beautiful  farms  in  Flint 
River  Townsiiip.  All  buildings  necessary  for  a 
well-regulated  farm  have  been  erected,  and  now  100 
broad  acres  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultivation. 
Mr.  .Storer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth C.  Delashmutt,  who  was  born  in  Tyler  County, 
Va.,  Feb.  18,  1834,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Elias  N. 
and  .Susanna  (Oorrell )  Delashmutt,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Viiginia,  the  father  being  of  French,  and  the 


mother  of  German  descent.  The^'  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children.  Mrs.  Storer  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  Burlington,  Feb.  18,  1835.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Storer  has  been  blessed  with  two  chil- 
dren: Clara  J.,  born  Dec.  22,  1854,  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  Walker,  one  of  Des  Moines  Count3''s 
sons,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child,  James  O., 
born  in  July.  1874;  Mr.  AValker's  occupation  is 
that  of  a  farmer.  Amelia,  born  Sept.  15,  1856, 
wedded  John  Barnes,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Clarence, 
born  in  1881,  and  Chester,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  are  residents  of  Montgomery'. 
Iowa. 

For  over  a  quarter-century  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Storer 
have  been  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
they  are  active  workers,  and  their  daughters  too 
have  followed  the  teachings  of  their  parents,  and 
united  with  that  body.  Mr.  Storer  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  though  liberal  in  his  views,  and  among 
the  names  of  Des  Moines  County's  respected  citi- 
zens, those  of  Mr.  and  and  Mrs.  Storer  deserve  an 
honored  place. 


,,J  DAM  METZ.  Master  Mechanic  for  the  Bur- 
/uli    lington  &  Northwestern  and  Burlington  & 
11  ll    Western    Railroads,    was    born    in    Rhine, 
f  Bavaria,  Germany,  May  21,  1841,  and  is  a 

son  of  Adam  and  Eve  (StoU)  Metz.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  sixteen  years  old,  receiving 
a  common-school  education,  and  was  then  appren- 
ticed to  the  trade  of  machinist  for  three  years,  paying 
§40  for  the  privilege,  boarding  and  clothing  himself. 
After  serving  his  time,  as  was  the  custom,  he  trav- 
eled through  Germany,  Switzerland  and  France. 
From  1864  to  1865  Mr.  Metz  took  a  course  in  the 
Polytechnic  School,  which  fitted  him  for  the  highest 
class  of  work  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his 
trade.  In  1865  he  emigrated  to  America,  landing 
in  New  Yoi'k  in  May,  and  after  remaining  there 
some  time  he  came  to  Burlington,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Chicago,  Burlingtou  A:  Quincy  Rail- 
road shops  until  1880.  From  that  date  until  1882 
he  was  foreman  at  J.  R.  Burnham's  Linseed  Oil 
Mills,  where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  E.  Hern- 
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len.  the  firm  lieinjr  known  as  Metz  &  Ileinlen. 
Mr.  Mi'tz  sold  out  in  1  883,  and  was  again  employed 
on  the  Chieng'o,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  and  one  year 
later  was  made  Master  Mechanic  of  the  Burlington 
&  Northwestern  and  Burlington  ife  Western  Rail- 
roads. 

j\Ir.  iletz  was  married.  Maicli  10.  1870,  to  Miss 
Anna  Kwartz,  a  n.ative  of  Prussia,  born  in  1849. 
She  came  with  her  parents  to  Burlington  in  1851. 
By  this  union  there  are  five  children  living — Emma, 
Lena,  Hermann.  Freddie  and  AValter.  Mr.  Metz  is 
a  member  of  Burlington  L<jdge  No.  20,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Sharpshooters, 
being  one  of  the  charter  members.  Politically,  he 
is  a.  Democrat.  Mr.  Metz  is  a  first-class  mechanic, 
as  his  position  will  testify.  He  ranks  high  among 
his  friends  and  acquaintances  as  a  man  of  honor, 
and  is  in  ever}'  way  worthy  of  respect. 

ylLLIAM  AV.  NASSAU,  M.  D..  an  eminent 
physician  and  prominent  business  man  of 
Burlington,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Penns^l- 
vania,  born  in  Montgomery  County,  in  April,  1832. 
His  parents  were  Charles  and  Hannah  ^  Ham  ill) 
Nassau,  the  father  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  mother  of  Norristown,  Pa.  His  paternal  ances- 
tors were  of  German  origin,  and  the  family  was 
founded  in  America  before  the  Revolutionary  War, 
settling  in  Pennsylvania.  On  the  maternal  side 
the  family  are  descended  from  the  Scotch-Irish. 
Our  subject  was  educated  at  La  Fayette  College,  of 
Easton,  Pa.,  graduating  in  the  class  of  '50,  after 
which  he  entered  npon  a  medical  course  at  the 
University  at  Philadelphia,  receiving  his  diploma 
in  the  spring  of  1855.  The  following  fall  Dr. 
Nassau  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  established 
himself  in  practice;  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
spent  in  the  military  service  during  the  late  war, 
he  was  in  constant  practice  in  Burlington  until 
1882,  when  failing  health  compelled  his  retirement. 
Dr.  Nassau  entered  the  service  in  the  late  war  in 
June,  1861,  as  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  2d  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  was  promoted  in  April,  1S62,  to 
Brigade  Surgeon  by  President  Lincoln  for  meri- 
torious conduct  on  the  field  of  battle  at  Ft.  Donel- 
son  and   Shiloh.     He  was  connected  with   the  17th 


Army  Corps,  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  and  was 
for  some  time  on  the  frontier  and  in  New  Mexico. 
In  Januar}'.  1863,  he  resigned  his  position  in  the 
service  and  returned  to  Burlington,  where  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

In  December,  18G5,  Dr.  Nassau  was  united  in 
marri.age  with  Miss  Ellen  Bodemann,  daughter  of 
Charles  William  and  Ellen  (Ellis)  Bodemann.  Mrs. 
Nassau  was  born  at  Burlington,  where  her  parents 
were  early  settlers  and  highly  respected  citizens. 
The  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  two  children — Eleanor 
B.  and  IMabel  Louise. 

In  politics  Dr.  Nassau  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  member  of  Des  Moines  Lodge 
No.  L  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
No.  1,  of  Burlington.  He  is  President  of  Des  Moines 
County  Medical  Society,  with  which  he  has  been 
identified  since  its  organization.  His  practice  has 
been  extensive  and  lucr.ative,  and  covers  a  period 
of  upward  of  thirty  years,  all  passed  at  Burlington, 
except  the  two  years  spent  on  duty  as  army  sur- 
geon. In  public  affairs  he  has  alw.ays  taken  an 
active  interest,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  pro- 
moting many  important  local  enterprises  and  public 
improvements.  He  is  connected  with  the  water 
works  and  Street  Railway  Company,  is  a  stock- 
holder of  the  Merchants'  National  and  the  German- 
American  Savings  Bank  of  Burlington,  and  is  the 
Vice  President  of  the  latter.  He  built  and  owns 
the  post-offlce  building,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
movers  in  the  matter  in  building  the  present  ele- 
gant opera  house,  of  which  he  is  the  largest  stock- 
holder. The  Doctor  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
city  of  Burlington's  most  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  citizens,  whose  professional  and  business 
record  has  won  him  the  c()nfidence  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  regardless  of  part}'  or  creed. 


ON.  JOHN  GRAHAM  FOOTE  is  num- 
bered among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Burling- 
ton of  1J^43.  He  was  born  in  Middlebury, 
Vt.,  on  the  21st  day  of  April,  1814.  His 
parents  were  Justus  and  Harriet  S.  (Graham)  Foot, 
of  Connecticut,  the  former  born  June  24,  1782,  the 
latter  March  9,  1789.  They  were  married  at  Middle- 
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bury,  Vt.,  April  lo,  1810.  When  a  youn<r  man 
Justus  Foot  learned  the  trade  of  saddler,  which  he 
followed  for  man}'  years  in  Middlehury,  where  he 
res^iiled  until  his  death,  which  occuried  June  10. 
]82'J.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Foot 
came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  died  at  her  son's 
home,  April  20,  186.5.  She  was  a  raemljer  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  a  sincere  Christian,  loved 
and  respected  by  all. 

John  G.  Foote,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  Academy  and  College 
at  Middlebury,  Vt.  In  1835  he  left  his  native 
State,  going  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  employed 
as  clerk,  remaining  there  until  1843,  when  he  came 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  embarked  in  the  hard- 
ware business,  near  where  C.  P.  Squire's  drug  house 
now  stands,  successfullj'  prosecuting  the  same  for 
tliirty-three  years. 

Mr.  Foote  has  been  twice  married ;  first  on  Aug. 
20,  1845,  to  Miss  Eliza  J.,  daughter  of  William  B. 
Ewing,  of  Indiana.  Mrs.  Foote  died  Aug.  5,  1853, 
leaving  a  daughter,  Hariiet  M.,  who,  on  Dec.  23, 
18G9,  became  the  wife  of  Frank  R.  bunhara,  of 
Burlington.  On  June  27,  1855,  Mr.  Foote  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Stevens 
Merrill,  of  Plymouth,  N.  H.  They  are  the  parents 
of  one  son,  novv  living,  Graham  Merrill,  connected 
with  the  Haxton  Steam  Heater  Com  pan}',  of  which 
he  is  a  member.  The  company  is  located  at  Ke- 
wanee.  III.,  and  is  doing  a  large  business.  He  was 
married,  Nov.  9,  1881,  to  Miss  Anna  W.  Joy,  of 
Jluscatine,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foote  are  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Congregational  Church  at  Bur- 
lington, and  are  counted  among  the  worthiest  and 
most  respected  peoi>le  of  the  city  of  their  adoi'tion. 

Mr.  Foote  has  been  an  active  tvorker  in  all  inter- 
ests of  benefit  to  Burlington,  and  has  been  con- 
nected with  many  of  its  leading  enterprises.  He 
was  connected  with  its  first  railroad,  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River,  and  was  Treasurer  of  that  com- 
pany for  a  lime.  He  was  also  a  Director  of  the 
Peoria  &  Oquawka  and  the  Carthage  &  Burlington 
Railroads.  He  was  a  Director  of  the  first  telegraph 
line  to  Burlington,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers, 
and  afterward  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank.  In  earl}'  life  Mr.  Foote  was  a 
Whig,  and  at  the  breaking  up  of  that  part}'  joined 


the  Republicans,  with  whom  he  has  since  afiiliated. 
In  18C1  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  parly 
for  the  State  Senate  and  elected,  serving  from  18G2 
to  18(!5,  inclusive,  making  a  most  crticient  member. 
He  was  appointed'  and  served  as  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  construction  of  the  new  and  beau- 
tiful State  Capitol  of  Iowa. 

John  G.  Foote  has  been  a  successful  business 
man,  his  success  being  due  to  patient  toil,  persever- 
ance, prudence'  and  good  nianageinent,  added  to 
quickness  of  perception  and  promptness  in  action. 
In  the  life  of  such  a  man  there  is  a  lesson  to  be 
learned,  an<l  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present 
this  brief  sketch  of  his  life,  together  with  the  ex- 
cellent portrait  of  Mr.  Foote  f  nind  u|)on  the  oppo- 
site page. 

JB.  MARTELLE,  dental  surgeon,  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  was  born  in  New  York  City  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  B.  and  Mary  A.  (Dorion)  Martelle,  the 
former  a  native  of  Quebec,  born  in  1817,  the  latter 
born  in  Montreal  in  1820.  They  emigrated  to  New 
York  City  in  1836,  and  there  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood,  receiving  a  liberal  education.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  commenced  to  study  dentistry  with 
his  uncle.  Henry  Dorion,  and  was  in  his  employ  un- 
til 1858,  the  uncle  being  under  the  instruction  of 
Dr.  Howe,  one  of  the  most  noted  dentists  of  New 
York.  Henry  Dorion  first  located  in  Brooklyn, 
there  forming  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Woods,  but 
later  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  with  Dr.  Parraaly.  In  1856  he  went  to 
Chicago,  and  there  established  the  first  dental  depot 
in  the  city,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Post,  there  being 
then  but  four  other  dentists  in  that  place  at  the 
time. 

Dr.  Martelle  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  his  uncle,  but  returned  to  New  York  in 
1858,  forming  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Peck.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  the 
71st  New  York  Militia,  and  the  regiment  of  which 
he  was  a  member  was  the  third  l(j  report  for  duty 
at  W^ashington.  He  participated  in  the  famous 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  the  time  of  service  having 
expired  two  days  previous,  there  was  a  vote  taken 


T 


54S 


-•►HI- 


DES MOINES  COUNTY. 


liy  the  regiment  whether  or  not  to  re-enlist,  and 
every  man  again  vohinteerect.  At  one  time  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  but  succeedefl  in  escaping.  After 
leaving  the  army  jMr.  Martelle  again  assumed  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  New  York  until  1869, 
when  he  again  located  in  Ciiicago,  and  two  years 
later  came  to  Burlington,  where  he  lias  since  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of   his  profession. 

Dr.  Martelle  was  united  in  marriage,  in  New  York 
City,  witli  Miss  Mary  Bowers  in  1869.  and  three 
children  grace  their  union.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  The  Doctor  is  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  of  fine  address,  and  has  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  his  profession.  His  practice  is  very 
large  and  constantly  increasing. 
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|i^;,^ERMAN  WEINRICH,  secretary  and  man- 
ager of  the  Burlington  Pickle  AVorks,  was 
\\^  born  in  Prussia,  German}',  .June  12,  1845, 
(fe;  was  educated  in  his  native  country,  and  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1865,  locating  at  Burlington, 
where  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  He 
carried  on  that  business  for  four  years,  when  he 
sold  out  and  traveled  for  the  Hawkeye  Woolen 
Mill,  and  was  subsequentl}'  engaged  in  various  other 
undertakings  until  1876,  when  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  pickles,  being  the  first  to  undertake 
that  business  in  a  commercial  way.  Until  1880 
Mr.  "Weinrich  conducted  the  business  alone,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  F.  A.  Smith,  and  the 
following  year  was  instrumental  in  incorporating 
the  Burlington  Pickle  AVorks,  of  which  he  is  secre- 
tary and  manager. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Weinrich  and  Miss  Emma 
Oberman  was  celebrated  March  22,  1871.  She  was 
born  in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  of  which  city  her  father. 
Rev.  K.  F.  Oberman,  is  the  German  Lutheran  min- 
ister. Four  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  of 
their  union — Carl  R.,  Herman  P.,  Oscar  L.,  Hattie 
M.,  August  and  Irma.  Mr.  Weinrich  is  a  member 
of  the  Turner  Society.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
politics  until  of  late  j-ears,  when  he  joined  the  large 
number  of  his  countr3men  who  are  opposed  to  the 


S3'stem  of  sumptuary  laws  instituted  by  the  Repub- 
lican majority  in  Iowa.  He  is  now  styled,  by  his 
old  party  cora[)anions,  a  mugwump,  and  is  disi)osed 
to  glory  in  the  name. 


l^S^l  ^^^  ^^'  WEBSTER  for  twenty-two  years 
'//  iV  has  been  foreman  of  the  plauing-mill  de- 
partment of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  shops,  which  are  now 
located  at  West  Burlington.  By  his  efficient  labor 
and  steady  habits  he  has  won  the  utmost  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  employers,  whose  interests  he  is 
ever  ready  to  advance.  He  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  May  14,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  D wight  and 
Eunice  (Woodruff)  Webster.  There  were  but  two 
children  in  the  family,  and  his  brother  George  died 
in  infancy.  When  only  four  3'ears  of  age.  Milo 
came  to  Burlington  with  his  parents,  where  his 
father  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  this  city  in  1867,  the 
mother  having  preceded  him  to  her  last  rest,  her 
death  occurring  about  the  year  1852.  In  the  cit}' 
of  Burlington  our  subject  was  reared  and  educated, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  learning  the  car- 
penter's trade  with  his  father,  but  when  the  news 
flashed  across  the  country  that  Ft.  Sumter  had  been 
fired  upon,  he  left  his  bench  to  enlist  in  the  Engineers' 
Regiment  of  the  West.  During  his  service,  which 
lasted  three  years  and  three  months,  he  was  engaged 
in  building  breastworks  at  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  and 
other  places. 

After  his  term  of  service  had  expired,  Mr.  Web- 
ster returned  to  Burlington  and  resumed  his  trade, 
wdiicli  he  followed  until  1865,  when  he  secured  em- 
ployment with  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy. 
After  eight  months  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
planing-mill  department,  which  position  he  has  held 
for  twenty-two  years.  On  the  25th  of  December, 
1865,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Emily  L. 
Bartruft',  who  was  born  in  this  cit}'  in  1845,  her  par- 
ents yet  being  residents  of  it.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union — Klla  L.  and  Stella  L.  Mr. 
Webster  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  politi- 
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cnlly,  is  an  ardent  siijiporter  f>f  the  Repultlican 
l)ai-ty.  For  forty-two  years  he  lias  been  a  resident 
of  Burlington,  and  his  uprit>ht  and  indiistriuus  life 
has  won  him  the  respect  of  its  citizens. 

\1/0HN  Q.  GRAHAM,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Des  Moines  Country,  Iowa,  residing 
on  section  27,  Flint  River  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Washington  County,  Tenn.,  born 
Sept.  13,  11^34,  and  a  son  of  James  and  Catherine 
(Stormer)  Graham;  Tennessee  was  the  birth- 
pl.aec  of  both  the  parents.  Our  subject  was  one  of 
a  family  of  ten  children:  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Alfred 
B.  Chandler,  a  farmer  of  New  London,  Henry 
Co.,  Iowa;  our  subject;  James  A.,  a  farmer  and 
carpenter  of  Flint  River  Township,  Des  Moines 
County ;  Samuel  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years;  Catherine  died  in  infancj';  Sarah  and 
Wesley  also  died  in  infancy ;  Madison  J.  resides  in 
Missouri ;  Lee  E. ;  Leelha  C,  wifeof  George  Becker, 
a  farmer  of  Sarpy  County,  Neb.  The  father  of 
these  children  came  to  Des  Moines  Count}'  in  1837, 
and  located  in  Flint  River  Township,  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Robert  Lynn.  He  pureh.ised  a  claim, 
then  entered,  and  afterward  sold  the  land  in  1848, 
buying  another  farm  on  section  28,  residing  there 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  about  the  year  1879, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  death  of  bis 
wife  occurred  in  February,  1855,  and  both  now 
rest  side  by  side  in  Greenwood  Cemetery.  They 
were  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Graham's  early  life  w.as  spent  as  a 
blacksmith.  He  was  a  man  noted  for  his  many 
good  tr.aits  of  character,  and  was  highly  esteemed 
throughout  the  communit_y. 

With  the  exception  of  about  ten  years,  John 
Graham's  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  Des  Moines 
County.  Here  he  vvas  educated,  reared,  and  on  the 
16th  of  March,  1859,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  E.  J.  Burk,  daughter  of  Lemmon  and  Rachel 
(Green)  Burk,  whose  sketch  apiiears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Graham  began  farming,  which  occupation  he  has 
followed  throughout  his  life.  The  young  couple 
resided  on  section  28,  Flint  River   Township,  until 


1866,  when  a  farm  of  105  acres  was  purchased  in 
Henr^- County,  and  there  they  resiiled  until  1877, 
when  the  land  vvas  sold  and  they  returned  to  Des 
Moines  County.  Mr.  Graham's  land  is  now  130 
acres  in  extent,  seventy  of  which  formerly  belonged 
to  the  old  homestead.  Everything  about  the  place 
denotes  thrift  and  industry,  showing  that  he  clearly 
understands  his  business.  Mr.  Graham  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Rei>ublican  party,  has  held  the 
office  of  County  Clerk,  and  is  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  temperance  movement. 

Eight  children  have  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Graham — Frank  A.,  born  in  1861;  Birdie, 
James  L.  B.,  Alexis  G.,  John,  Samuel  M.,  Grace  G. 
and  Rachel. 


y.ILLIAM  E.  BROWN.  Among  the  early 
pioneers  and  respected  citizens  of  Des 
WW  Moines  County,  Iowa,  none  deserves  more 
especial  mention  than  does  he  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  Coming  to  this  county  Nov.  18,  1834,  and 
settling  in  Burlington,  he  has  ever  been  a  most 
faithful  citizen,  the  interests  of  the  community  have 
always  been  his  interests,  and  its  enterprises  have 
found  in  him  a  ready  supporter.  An  earnest  and 
efficient  helper  in  the  progress  of  civilization  and  in 
all  that  adds  to  the  prosperity  of  his  adopted  State, 
he  deserves  and  wins  the  respect  of  all. 

William  Brown  is  a  native  of  Fairfield  County, 
Conn.,  born  Jan.  4,  1807.  and  a  son  of  Jeddiah  and 
Rebecca  (Dikeraan)  Brown,  both  of  whom  were  also 
natives  of  that  State.  Going  to  New  York  City 
when  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  vvas  em- 
ployed in  a  whole.'ale  stoneware  store  for  four  years, 
when  he  came  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  settling 
in  Burlington  Nov.  18,  1834,  where  he  worked  at 
the  blacksmith  trade  for  a  time,  and  was  afterward 
emploj'ed  in  a  foundry  for  seventeen  years.  He 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  September,  1828,  with 
Rhoda  Bouton,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  by 
their  marriage  ten  children  were  born,  five  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity:  William  W.,  a  minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episco[)al  Church,  is  a  member  of  the 
Missouri  Conference;  Kmilj',  widow  of  Daniel  How- 
ard, is  a  resident  of  Burlington ;  Gould  J.  is  a  printer 
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in  Albion,  Neb.;  Anna  E.,  vvidow  of  Melville  Marl- 
den,  is  also  a  resident  of  Burlington;  Clara,  who 
died  Jan.  18,  18G8,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  March  3.  1864,  at  the 
age  of  fiftj--two.  She  was  an  active  and  consist- 
ent Christian,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcop.al 
Church,  being  a  pioneer  in  that  faith  in  this  commun- 
ity. She  carefully  trained  her  ehililren  to  a  belief  in 
the  true  God,  and  all  are  Christian  men  and  women. 

Mr.  Brown  was  again  united  in  marriage,  April  8, 
18GG,  with  Elizabeth  W.  Andress,  widow  of  D.  S. 
Andress.  She  was  born  in  Switzerland  County,  Ind., 
Oct.  24,  1825,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  aud  Mar^' 
M.  Mitchell,  the  former  being  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Her  father  died  in 
1860,  but  her  mother  is  yet  living  with  our  subject, 
and  is  a  well-preserved  lady  for  her  age.  She  reared 
a  family  of  ten  children,  four  of  her  sons  being  sol- 
diers in  the  late  war,  following  the  teachings  of  pa- 
triotism shown  by  their  grandfather,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  for  independence.  Mrs.  Brown 
was  first  married  April  3,  1845,  to  D.  S.  Andress,  a 
native  of  Indiana,  a  son  of  Jonathan  R.  Andress, 
who  was  a  Methodist  Episcopal  minister.  They 
came  to  Burlington  the  same  year,  the  husband 
working  as  a  contractor  and  bricklayer  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1858,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-seven  years.  He  vvas  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  Class- 
Leader  of  the  same.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andress  were 
the  parents  of  three  children :  Dora,  widow  of  James 
A.  Tomlinson,  who  died  in  Kansas;  Bishop  J.  J.,  a 
f.-vrmer  residing  near  Coronado,  Kan.;  Dillon  is  a 
stock-raiser  and  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
mastef  at  Madaline  P.  O.,  Kan. 

Mr.  Brown  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  when  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  was  al- 
ways an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  his  Master 
until  age  prevented  him  from  performing  active 
service,  though  his  interest  is  still  unflagging.  He 
has  held  various  offices  in  the  church,  among  which 
are  those  of  Trustee,  Steward  and  Class-Leader.  He 
was  also  Superintendent  of  the  first  Sund.ay-school 
ever  organized  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  it  being 
held  in  a  log  cabin  in  1837.  Mrs.  Brown  is  also  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 


having  united  with  that  body  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  and  her  earnest  Christian  life  is  an  example 
which  anj'  would  do  well  to  follow.  Mr.  Brown  is 
the  owner  of  two  houses  in  Burlington,  while  three 
houses  and  lots  on  Boundary  street  are  the  property 
of  Mrs.  Brown.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Jackson, 
it  being  the  only  Democratic  vote  ever  cast  by  him. 
A  man  of  strong  anti-slavery  principles,  after  the 
organization  of  the  part^'  he  voted  with  the  Repub- 
licans. He  is  also  of  strong  temperance  habits  and 
believes  in  the  enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  laws. 
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ON.  ROBERT  ALLEN,  of  section  23, 
111  Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa. 
^  We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the 
readers  of  this  volume  the  name  of  Mr. 
Allen,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county,  who  has 
aided  largely  in  its  progress  and  civilization,  has 
given  liberally  for  the  advancement  of  its  public 
enterprises  and  institutions,  and  has  been  a  witness 
of  its  rapid  growth  and  development.  He  was  born 
in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  Jan.  23,  1817,  though 
reared  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  and  iu  that  county 
was  educated.  To  his  parents,  Hugh  and  Catherine 
(Davidson)  Allen,  were  born  nine  children,  aud 
with  one  exception  all  are  living.  The  mother  died 
in  1838,  and  the  father  in  1853,  in  Warren  County. 
Ohio,  to  which  place  he  had  emigrated  from  Ire- 
land. The  sons,  three  in  number,  were  all  carpen- 
ters by  trade. 

Our  subject  remained  in  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
until  1839,  working  on  the  farm  in  summer  and 
attending  school  in  the  winter.  He  made  a  trip  to 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  in  that  year,  in  company 
with  John  and  David  Thompson,  and  purchased 
270  acres  of  land,  110  being  in  Franklin  and  160 
in  Flint  River  Tovvnship.  They  returned  to  Ohio 
that  year,  remaining  until  April,  1842,  when  the 
three  joung  men  returned,  together  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thompson,  and  began  improving  the  land. 
Mr.  Allen  sold  his  interest  in  the  110-acre  tract  .and 
returned  to  Ohio  in  Noveuiber,  1843,  but  in  Au- 
gust, 1844,  once  more  came  to  this  county,  having 
previously  made  a  trade  for  the  160  acres  of  land 
which  are  still  in  his  possession,  and  comprise   one 
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of  tlie  best  farms  in  the  township,  though  when  he 
hecame  the  owner  there  were  no  improvements 
whatever.  The  land  was  in  a  raw  state,  and  there 
were  no  trees  except  a  thicket  of  scrub  crab  trees, 
which  have  long  since  been  cut  down,  the  land  be- 
ing used  for  corn,  wheat  and  other  products. 

After  getting  the  land  under  cultivation  Mr. 
Allen  began  to  look  about  for  some  one  with  whom 
to  share  the  pleasures  and  trials  of  life,  and  on  the 
28th  of  June,  1846,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy 
Wassom,  a  native  of  Tennessee.  Her  father  had 
migrated  to  Illinois,  and  from  there  to  Iowa  in  1844. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen : 
Mary,  wife  of  E.  F.Jackson,  a  farmer  residing  near 
Lincoln,  Neb. ;  Martha,  wife  of  LueuUis  Cousins, 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Montana,  and  John, 
who  became  the  husband  of  Nancy  Moore,  and  is 
a  farmer  of  Franklin  Township.  On  the  7thof  Jan- 
uarj',  18f)0,  the  mother  of  these  children,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  was  called  to  lier 
final  rest,  and  on  the  23d  of  January,  1801,  Mr. 
Allen  was  united  in  marriage  with  Catherine  Hip- 
ley,  a  native  of  Dps  Moines  County.  One  child 
was  born  of  this  union,  Frank,  who  now  has  charge 
of  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Allen  is  now  the  owner  of  IGO  acres  of  prai- 
rie and  twenty  acres  of  timber  land,  constituting 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  count}'.  The  little 
cabin  to  which  he  brought  his  young  bride  has  long 
since  given  w.iy  to  a  fine  two-story  brick  building, 
and  all  the  improvements  which  go  to  make  up  a 
model  farm  may  be  found  on  his  land.  Like  other 
pioneers  lie  was  forced  to  endure  many  trials  .and 
hardships,  and  in  those  early  days,  not  having  a 
table,  his  first  meal  was  taken  from  the  stove  hearth, 
which  he  used  in  place  of  that  article,  though  he 
soon  built  a  table,  which  he  yet  keeps  as  a  relic  of 
the  early  days  of  this  now  populous  and  prosperous 
county.  Mr.  Allen  has  alw.ays  taken  a  warm  inter- 
est in  public  affairs.  In  186G  he  was  elected  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  Benjamin  Darwin  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  the  f.ill  of  1867  was  re- 
elected for  a  full  term.  During  his  term  of  service 
he  was  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  House  and  had 
much  influence  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  show- 
ing decided  abilitj-  for  legislative  duties.  Firm  in 
his  convictions  of  duty,  he  was  an  eainest  supporter 
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of  the  laws  of  the  State  and  everj'thing  which  he 
believed  to  be  right.  During  his  earlier  years  Mr. 
Allen  was  a  Douglas  Democrat,  but  during  the 
dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  loyal  to  the 
cause  of  the  Union,  and  many  times  his  voice  has 
been  heard  appealing  to  the  people  to  stand  by  the 
old  flag.  Since  those  days  he  has  been  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  it  was  by 
that  party  he  was  sent  to  the  Legislature.  In  the 
year  1852  Mr.  Allen  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  having  filled  that  position  for  more  than  half 
of  the  time  since;  his  decisions  have  always  been 
guided  by  the  law  and  evidence  in  the  case  and 
have  never  been  reversed.  Mr.  Allen  has  been 
instrumental  in  the  advancement  of  many  public 
enter[)rises,  and  has  also  given  mucth  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  management  of  his  farm,  and  is 
thoroughly  familiar  with  farm  life  in  all  its  details. 
He  is  in  sympathy  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  but  is  not  a  member.  His  wife 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
both  are  highly  respected  and  honored  citizens, 
whose  neighbors  and  friends  speak  of  them  in  no 
stinted  terms  of  praise. 

Mr.  Allen's  parents,  who  were  of  the  old  Scotch- 
Irish  Covenanter  stock,  emigrated  to  this  countrj' 
when  he  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and  went 
direct  to  Warren  Count}',  Ohio,  where  they  lived  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1853, 
at  the  age  of  sevent3'-two,  and  the  mother  In  1838, 
at  the  age  of  fortj'-five.  Mr.  Allen  never  married 
again.  Hugh  Allen  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  in  Warren  County  for  five  years,  when 
he  rented  a  farm  for  eight  years  more,  then  bought 
a  place  of  his  own,  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death. 
By  becoming  surety  for  a  brother  in  Ireland,  and 
buying  the  release  of  another  brother  from  the 
English  arm}',  Mr.  Allen  had  lost  most  of  his  means 
before  emigrating,  but  he  determined  to  tr}'  to  bet- 
ter his  fortunes  in  the  New  World.  At  the  time  of 
his  emigration,  in  1818,  the  English  Government  was 
making  great  efforts  to  colonize  Canada,  and  pas- 
sage to  that  country  being  cheap,  he  sailed  for  a 
Canadian  port.  Arriving  there  he  was  offered  a 
land  bounty  for  himself  and  each  member  of  his 
family,  amounting  in  all  to  about  500  acres.  Im- 
bued with  a  love  of  liberty  he   refused  the  offer, 
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although  almost  destitute  of  ready  nionoj-,  and  sell- 
ing oflf  at  auction  all  the  bedding  and  clothing  he 
could  spare,  took  passage  for  Cincinnati,  near  which 
city  he  had  a  brother-in-law  living,  preferring  to 
begin  life  anew  under  the  flag  of  fieedom.  On 
getting  to  his  destination  not  only  was  his  money 
all  gone  but  he  was  84  in  debt,  with  not  a  cent  in  his 
pocket.  Reborrowed  the  money  to  p.\v  this  trifling 
debt,  and  began  his  new  life  with  energy.  The  re- 
sult of  his  labors  was  satisfactor}',  and  the  courage 
of  the  poor  emigrant  was  rewarded,  as  iu  his  later 
years  he  was  possessed  of  a  comfortable  competence. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  perseverance,  of 
unassailable  integrity,  of  positive  convictions,  of 
great  generositj',  and  a  remarkably  kind  disposi- 
tion, always  willing  to  asssist  a  neighbor  in  need. 
He  was  in  his  native  land  a  Covenanter,  and  after 
coming  to  this  countrj'  joined  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  was  an  Elder.  The  lesson  of 
Mr.  Alien's  life  is  full  of  encouragement  to  young 
men  who  have  their  w.ay  to  make  in  the  world,  and 
shows  what  can  be  accomplished  by  energy,  indus- 
tr_v,  and-an  upright  life. 
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APT.  J.  ALLISON  SMITH,  for  ten  years 
Principal  of  the  High  School,  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  was  born  near  Wheeling,  Ohio  Co., 
W.  Va.,  Sept.  5,  1815,  and  is  a  son  of  William  C. 
Smith,  who  was  also  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  born 
in  1797.  John  Allison  Smith,  the  paternal  grand- 
father, emigrated  to  the  West  from  New  England 
prior  to  the  War  of  1812.  and  in  that  war  served 
under  Gen.  Jackson,  of  whom  he  was  afterward  a 
great  admirer.  William  Smith  also  served  in  the 
whisky  war  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  He  wedded  Miss 
Mary  Neely.  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  America  in  childhood.  Five 
children  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple:  J.Alli- 
son, the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Dorcas,  wife  of  John 
Hosick;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Wright;  Susan, 
wife  of  Thomas  Todd  ;  and  William  T.,  unmarried  ; 
the  last  four  are  residents  of  Leavenworth,  Kan. 
They  were  all  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  faith  and 
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are  members  of  that  church.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  are  now  deceased,  the  former  departed  this 
life  in  1843,  the  latter  in  1851. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
his  primar}'  education  being  received  in  the  West 
Alexandria  Academy,  supplemented  by  a  course  in 
the  Washington  College  in  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1840.  He  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  in  1 840.  taking  an  active  inter- 
est in  that  campaign,  and  in  the  same  year  he  went  to 
Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  in  charge  of 
the  Canfield  Academy.  In  1843  he  went  to  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  there  also  having  charge  of  the  Wheel- 
ing Academy  for  four  years,  and  later  became 
Principal  of  the  Florence  (Pa.)  Acadeni}'.  While 
in  the  latter  place  he  obtained  a  position  as  a  teacher 
in  a  private  family  at  Milliken's  Bend,  La.,  at  a  salary 
of  82,000  per  year,  but  through  the  perseverance 
and  influence  of  his  adviser,  the  Eev.  W.  D.  Smith, 
who  was  strongly  anti-slavery  in  his  views,  and  diil 
not  want  him  to  go  into  a  slave  State,  he  abandoned 
the  offer  and  was  elected  as  Principal  of  the  Leba- 
non Academy,  .at  Lebanon,  Warren  Co.,  Ohio.  After 
continuing  in  that  position  for  four  years,  he  went 
to  Springfield,  Ohio,  where  he  was  instrumental 
in  building  the  Springfield  Female  Seminary  at 
a  cost  of  $40,000.  and  was  the  largest  stockholder, 
having  charge  of  the  school  for  nearl3'  four  years, 
when,  in  1857,  he  went  to  Edgar  County,  111.,  where 
he  was  Principal  of  the  Edgar  Count}'  Academy 
for  five  years.  He  then  removed  to  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  emplo3'ed  as  Princip.al  of  the 
High  School  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion. 
Having  many  friends  in  the  South,  it  was  thought 
by  some  people  of  Mt.  Pleasant  that  his  sj'mpathies 
might  be  with  the  people  of  that  section.  He  was 
therefore  called  upon  by  some  Republicans  to  as- 
certain his  views  in  regard  to  the  impending  strug- 
gle. Feeling  somewhat  injured  by  the  way  he  w.is 
approached,  Mr.  Smith  mounted  a  stand,  and  in  a 
speech  made  to  a  large  crowd,  which  soon  gathered 
round,  he  gave  them  to  understand  that  his  sympa- 
thies were  wholly  with  the  Union.  It  was  now  va- 
cation time  and  he  made  a  trip  to  the  East.  On  his 
return  to  Mt.  Ple.asant  he  w.as  greatly  surprised  to 
find  a  company  which  had  been  enlisted  gathered 
at  the  depot  to  meet  him,  with   a  band   of  music. 
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Ills  astonishment  was  even  greater  on  being  in- 
formed that  he  lia<l  been  electefl  Captain.  Placed 
in  a  position  from  whicli  lie  hardly  knew  how  to 
extricate  himself,  and  having  a  famil}'  depending 
upon  him  for  support,  Mr.  Smith  asked  the  boys  for 
a  couple  of  days  in  which  to  consider  their  proposal, 
and,  if  he  decided  to  go,  to  make  arrangements  for 
his  family.  Some  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
city  came  forward  and  assured  him  that  his  wife  and 
children  should  not  want,  and  so  he  accepted  the 
command,  becoming  Captain  of  Comiiany  15,  25th 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant. After  remaining  in  camp  at  that  city  for  a 
short  time,  the  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  St. 
Louis,  expecting  there  to  remain  in  camp  for  at 
least  two  months.  The  company  had  been  well 
drilled  at  Mt.  Pk'asant  by  Col.  Stone  and  Lieut. 
Brydolph,  and  on  their  arrival  at  St.  Louis  were 
anxious  to  make  a  display  of  their  military  profi- 
ciency, so  calling  on  (ien.  Curtis  they  performed  a 
numlier  of  iheir  best  evolutions  before  him  at  his 
headquarters.  To  rcpa^-  their  efforts  the  General 
at  once  gave  orders  for  them  to  report  to  Gen. 
Gorman  at  Helena,  so  they  had  no  camp  life  at  St. 
Louis.  Six  companies  left  by  boat  for  Helena  that 
same  day,  and  the  other  four  were  to  follow  on  the 
morrow.  Below  Island  No.  10  the  boat  ran  aground 
(it  being  thought  that  it  was  done  intentionally  by 
the  officers  of  the  boat,  who  were  evidentl3'  in  sym- 
path}'  with  the  Confederates),  and  all  efforts  of  the 
boat's  crew  to  get  it  off  were  ineffectual.  It  seemed 
as  if  they  were  destined  to  stay  there  indetinitely. 
On  the  third  day  after  their  detention  a  small  boat 
was  seen  coming  down  the  river,  upon  which  Capt. 
Smith  took  passage  for  Memphis  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  relief.  He  arrived  in  that  city  about  10 
o'clock  at  night,  and  there  met  an  unexpected  diffi- 
culty. The  city  was  then  under  military  law,  of 
which  fact  the  Captain  was  unaware,  and  when  he  had 
proceeded  up  the  street  for  a  short  distance,  he  was 
met  by  a  policeman  who  ordered  him  to  stop,  and 
on  manifesting  an  unwillingness  to  do  so,  he  was 
placed  under  arrest.  Just  at  that  moment  an  otlicer 
was  passing  with  a  relief  corps  to  change  the  guard. 
Feeling  that  he  belonged  to  the  great  army  of  the 
AVest  and  that  he  owed  obedience  to  that  power  in 
preference  to   the  civil  authority,  Capt.   Smith  at 


once  requested  the  officer  to  take  him  to  Gen.  Sher- 
man, with  whom  he  had  important  business,  never 
once  stopping  to  reflect  whether  he  had  the  right  to 
do  so  nor  did  he  know.  All  he  wished  was  to  see 
the  General,  and  it  proved  very  beneficial  to  him. 
Arriving  at  Sherman's  headquarters  at  12  o'clock 
at  night,  they  found  him  busy  with  his  subordinates. 
In  a  few  moments,  being  at  liberty,  the  General 
pleasantly  asked  Capt.  Smith  his  business,  and,  on 
receiving  a  brief  rei>Iy,  gave  him  an  order  for  the 
steamboat  "  Queen  of  the  West,"  and  also  for  ample 
supplies.  Then,  turning  his  piercing  eyes  on  him, 
he  smilingly  said,  with  a  look  which  Mr.  Smith  will 
never  forget,  "  Captain,  I  would  like  to  know  what 
you  did  before  jou  came  into  the  army."  Mr. 
Smith  replied  that  he  taught  school.  "I  thought 
so,"  said  the  General.  "No  other  man  would  have 
been  so  foolish  as  to  run  the  lisk  j'ou  did  to  get 
here."  Capt.  Smith  soon  returned  and  released  the 
boys  from  their  perilous  situatiou. 

While  stiitioned  at  Young's  Point,  near  Vicks- 
burg,  together  with  about  300  or  400  sick  soldiers, 
June  7,  18C3,  an  alarm  was  given  that  tiie  rebels 
were  coming.  There  were  few  available  men,  and 
probably  not  fifty  guns  capable  of  execution. 
Death  or  capture  seemed  inevitable.  There  were 
some  long  ditches  dug  for  the  purpose  of  draining 
the  land.  Into  one  of  these  the  men  dropped  for 
the  i)urpose  of  using  it  as  a  rifle  pit.  The  rebels 
seeing  them,  changed  their  course,  when  the  other 
pit  was  a[)propriated,  but  was  occupied  but  a  few 
moments  when  the  men  were  ordered  to  fall  behind 
the  levee.  There  was  a  narrow  strip  with  two  deep 
sloughs,  one  on  either  side,  which  led  to  the  levee, 
and  not  more  than  fifty  men  could  cross  it  abreast. 
At  this  point,  behind  the  bank  of  the  levee,  which 
was  about  ten  feet  high,  the  Union  troops  took  po- 
sition, hoping  to  kill  a  number  of  rebels  before  they 
should  all  be  killed.  Capt.  Smith  took  his  position 
on  top  of  the  levee,  but  behind  a  tree,  not  being 
extremely  anxious  to  be  a  mark  for  a  rebel  bullet. 
While  there  he  saw  the  enemy  halt,  and  the  officers 
collect  in  front,  evidently  for  consultation.  After 
a  moment's  i)ause  the  enem}'  turned  and  marched 
away,  greatlj'  to  the  relief  of  the  little  band  of 
sick  soldiers.  The  Captain  took  an  active  part  in 
the  campaign   in  and   around    Vicksburg,  but  not 
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being  accustomed  to  roughing  it,  his  health  failed 
him  and  he  was  (jbiiged  to  resign  his  commission. 

In  1865  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Burlington,  where  he 
was  Principal  of  the  Iligli  School  for  ten  years. 
The  marriage  of  Capt.  Smitli  and  Miss  Mary  Bunce, 
who  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1817, 
was  celebrated  in  Washington,  "Washington  Co., 
Pa.,  in  1842.  By  this  union  there  are  six  children, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Frank  W.,  a  jew- 
eler of  Creston,  Iowa;  Lillie,  a  graduate  of  the 
Springfield  Seminary  of  Springfield,  Ohio;  Clara,  a 
graduate  of  the  High  School  at  Burlington;  Ella, 
wife  of  J.  W.  Patterson;  William  C,  a  resident  of 
Ft.  Madison;  and  Albert  A.,  local  editor  of  the 
Burlington  Gazette.  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


^OHN  SUNDERLAND,  deceased,  was  born 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  17,  1800,  and  was 
a  son  of  .John  and  Sarah  (Van  Nice)  Sunder- 
land, both  of  whom  were  from  New  Jersey. 
Mr.  Sunderland  was  liorn  when  Cincinnati  was  but 
a  small  village,  and  he  distinctly  remembers  when 
the  first  brick  house  was  built  in  the  citj'.  When 
))Ut  a  small  child  our  subject  removed  with  his 
jiarents  to  Butler  County,  near  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
when  that  novv  beautiful  city  was  but  a  small  vil- 
lage. His  boj'hood  days  were  spent  in  attending 
the  common  schools  and  helping  his  father  on  the 
farm,  which  was  situated  a  few  miles  out  of  the 
city  limits.  In  1819  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Page,  and  the  following  3'ear  the 
young  couple  removed  to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  where 
Mr.  Sunderland  established  a  general  merchandising 
store  at  Rockville,  the  county  seat  of  that  county. 
In  connection  with  his  mercantile  business  he  car- 
ried on  pork  packing,  shipping  his  pork  and  jjrod- 
uce  on  a  flatboat  down  the  river  to  New  Orleans. 
He  continued  in  this  business  until  1845.  Previous 
to  this,  in  1843,  Mrs.  Sunderland  was  called  to  her 
final  home.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  a  loving 
mother,  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Ten  children  were  born  of   their  union,   all    of 
whom  grew  to  man  and   womanhood,   and   of  that 


number  five  are  yet  living:  W.  P.,  who  was  a 
physician,  died  in  New  Orleans;  P^liza  A.,  born 
April  4,  1822.  became  the  wife  of  Judge  Maxwell, 
and  j'ct  resides  in  Rockville,  Ind.;  Sarah,  born 
Jan.  22,  1824,  wedded  Rev.  John  Tanse^',  and  is  a 
resident  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Rebecca,  born  May 
29.  182G,  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Q,  Roach,  a  banker 
of  California,  Mo.;  Mar}',  deceased  wife  of  Dr. 
William  Reeder,  was  born  Jul}-  4,  1828;  John  C, 
born  Jan.  31,  1831,  is  now  deceased;  Susan,  born 
April  3,  1833,  is  the  deceased  wife  of  L.  A.  Foote, 
a  resident  of  Crawfordsville.  Ind. ;  Harriet,  now 
Mrs.  David  Ashpaugh,  of  Oregon,  was  born  April 
20,  183G;  Ellen  P.,  born  Oct.  24,  1834,  is  the  wife 
of  Edward  Howe,  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Sacra- 
mento, Cal.;  Margaret  E.  died  of  j'ellow  fever 
in  the  year  1853,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Sunderland 
was  again  married,  April  14,  1845.  to  Mrs.  Nancy- 
Andrews,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  JNIary  (Wallace) 
Sigerson,  the -father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
mother  of  Kentucky.  By  this  second  union  several 
children  have  been  born:  Emma  L.,  born  April  12, 
1 848,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  D.  Cameron,  a  farmer 
of  Union  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa;  Philo- 
mela, born  April  25,  1851,  is  the  widow  of  Dr. 
Thomas  B.  Downes,  and  resides  in  Wichita,  Kan. ; 
Clara  N.,  born  Ma}-  28, 1853,  resides  at  Burlington, 
and  is  the  widow  of  Oscar  Rhea,  who  was  formerly 
a  druggist  of  that  place ;  James  C,  born  at  Rock- 
ville, Ind.,  Oct.  14,  1859,  is  an  architect  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

In  1853  Mr.  Sunderland,  with  his  family,  made  an 
overland  trip  from  Rockville,  Ind.,  to  the  Willa- 
mette Valley,  Ore.,  and  after  remaining  in  the  valley 
for  about  ten  months,  returned  to  his  former  home, 
making  the  trip  by  water.  In  1858  the  family 
made  a  trip  to  Austin,  Tex.,  returning  the  follow- 
ing 3-ear,  and,  in  1860  they  removed  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  where  Mr.  Sunderland  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  July  25,  1879.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Burlington, 
and  his  death  caused  a  great  loss  to  the  community. 
He  was  a  careful  and  conservative  man  in  all  his 
business  dealings,  was  charitable  and  kind  to  his 
fellow  creatures,  was  ready  to  aid  in  all  educational 
and   church   work,  and    was   an    attendant   of   the 
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Presbyterian  Cliuicli.  Thiuiigliout  his  life  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Jack- 
son. Mrs.  Sunderland  is  also  a  meinber  of  the 
Presbyterian  Cluircli,  and  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U..  of 
Burlington. 


r'RANK  G.  JONES,  Superintendent,  Secre- 
g\  tary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Union  Street  Rail- 
way Company,  and  one  of  its  largest  west- 
ern stocliholders,  was  born  in  Genesee  Count}-,  N. 
Y.,  May  8,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Lewis  and 
Lucy  E.  Jones,  who  were  forraerlj'  of  Connecticut. 
The  family  removed  to  Michigan  in  1870,  where, 
after  finishing  liis  education,  Frank  G.  learned  teleg- 
raphy. He  came  to  Iowa  in  1876.  where  he  was 
employed  as  book-keeper  for  the  Des  Moines.  Os- 
ceola &  Southern  Railroad  Company,  and  later  was 
appointed  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent, 
continuing  vvith  that  corporation  for  five  years.  He 
spent  some  time  at  Princeton,  Mo.,  coming  to  Bur- 
lington in  1885,  being  engaged  in  various  occupa- 
tions until  lie  purcliased  an  interest  in  the  Union 
Street  Railway,  having  since  1885  served  as  Super- 
intendent, Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  in  Clarke  County,  Iowa, 
June  10,  1880,  to  Miss  Nina  B.  Kohler,  a  native  of 
Liberty,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of  George  F.  Kohler. 
Two  children  were  born  of  this  union,  a  son  and 
daugliter — Frank  Heiir}'  and  Lulu  Belle.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones  are  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
is  a  member  of  Princeton  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Princeton,  Mo.,  and  of  Lodge  No.  84,  Order  of 
Elks,  of  Burlington,  Iowa. 


"rfjOIIN  M.  SIIERFEY,  President  of  the  Rand 
Lumber  Company,  and  a  pioneer  of  Burling- 
ton of  1837,  was  born  near  Boonsboro,  Fred- 
erick Co..  Md.,  Dec.  2,  1831,  and  is  a  son 
of  Solomon  and  Catherine  (McNeil)  Sherfey.  He 
came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  with  his  parents  in 
1837,  but  the  family  soon  removed  to  a  farm  on 
Flint  Creek,  where  the  father  had  a  sawmill,  which 


was  situated  about  three  miles  north  of  the  city  of 
Burlington.  Mr.  Sherfey  was  reared  on  u  farm, 
working  in  the  mill  as  his  services  were  required. 
When  twenty -one  years  of  age  he  engaged  with  E. 
D.  Rand,  as  salesman  in  the  lumber  business,  and 
was  subsequently  admitted  to  p.artneiship  in  the 
firm  of  E.  D.  Rand  &  Co.,  and  in  1879  helped  to 
organize  the  Rand  Lumber  Company',  which  was  an 
outgrowth  of  the  former  business.  This  is  an  in- 
corporated company,  having  branch  j-ards  at  Bed- 
ford, Villisca,  Corning,  Afton  and  Mediapolis,  Iowa, 
and  handling  about  15,000,000  feet  of  lumber 
annually,  besides  large  quantities  of  shingles,  lath, 
etc.  Mr.  Slierfej-  has  lieen  connected  with  this 
business  continuously  since  1852,  and  has  risen  from 
the  position  of  an  liumble  employe  to  that  of  Presi- 
dent of  tiie  company.  He  has  been  connected  witii 
the  lumber  business  since  he  was  large  enough  to 
handle  a  board  in  his  father's  mill  to  the  present 
time,  covering  a  period  of  upward  of  forty-five 
years.  By  close  application  to  business  and  un- 
swerving integrity,  he  has  won  a  foremost  place 
among  the  leading  business  men  of  Burlington.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Burlington  Bridge  Company, 
the  Commercial  Club,  the  Crystal  Lake  Club,  and 
other  organizations  for  the  business  and  social  ad- 
vancement of  the  city.  He  has  always  taken  a  warm 
interest  in  educational  matters  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  for  nine  years.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican  but  has  never  been  an 
active  partisan. 

Mr.  Sherfey  was  united  in  m.arri.Tge,  Oct.  31, 1858, 
with  Miss  Mary  A.  Rand,  eldest  daugliter  of  Hon.  E. 
D.  Rand.  Mrs.  Sherfey  was  born  .at  Burlington,  Sept. 
23,  1840.  Seven  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
five  of  whom  are  living:  Sarah  M.,  wife  of  Thomas 
Wilkinson,  of  Burlington;  Mary  L.,  wife  of  John 
H.  Kendall,  of  Watertovvn,  Mass.;  Catherine  M., 
wife  of  Henry  W.  Chittenden,  of  Burlington,  Iowa; 
Eva  died  in  infancy;  Herbert  R.,  a  bright,  intelli- 
gent young  man  of  eighteen  3'ears,  was  drowned  in 
Spirit  Lake,  Aug.  30,  1886,  while  rescuing  a  child 
from  the  same  fate.  He  succeeded  in  saving  the 
child's  life,  but  lost  his  own.  The  younger  children 
are  Raymond  M.  and  Ruth  C. 

A  representative  of  the  mercantile  interests  of 
Burlington,  as  well  as  an  honored  pioneer,  he  has   ^ 
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labored  long  and  faithfully  to  advance  the  interests 
of  his  adopted  city  and  county.  It  is  therefore 
with  pleasure  that  his  portrait,  on  page  556,  is  pre- 
sented to  the  readers  of  the  Album. 


/JT^  NELSON  JONES,  M.  D.,  of  Burlington, 
[/[  ,_-,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  May 
^^^5)  18,  1852.  There  he  grew  to  manhood,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  jNIcGill  University,  gradu- 
ating in  the  literary  and  medical  departments  in  the 
spring  of  1874.  Soon  after  graduating  he  went  to 
London,  England,  where  he  spent  one  year  in  St. 
Thomas'  Hospital.  He  also  visited  the  principal 
hospitals  of  France.  In  the  fall  of  1875  he  located 
in  Burlington,  a  perfect  stranger,  but  by  close  at- 
tention to  business,  be  has  succeeded  in  working  up 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Association,  also 
of  the  County  Medical  Society.  Although  diligently 
attentive  to  his  calling,  he  does  not  lose  sight  of 
his  obligations  as  a  citizen,  and  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  political  and  public  affairs,  being  strongly 
attached  to  the  institutions  and  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare of  his  adopted  country. 

In  political  affiliations  and  sentiment.  Dr.  Jones 
is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  main- 
taining all  his  views  with  sobriety  and  toleration 
which  become  the  citizen  of  a  free  republic.  With 
an  untarnished  reputation  for  integrity,  he  may 
justlj'  be  regarded  as  a  citizen  worlhj'  to  fill  any 
position  to  which  he  may  be  called.  He  holds  the 
office  as  surgeon,  at  Burlington,  for  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  and  also  for  the  Bur- 
lington, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad.  As  a 
physician  he  is  acknowledged,  both  by  his  profes- 
sional brethren  and  the  public  generally,  as  one  of 
the  best  in  the  city. 


ON.   ALFRED  S.   FEAR,  deceased,  one  of 

the  pioneers  of   Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 

was  born  in  Miami,  Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  in 

{^)      1809,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving 

a    very   liberal  education   for   the   times.       He  was 

united  in  marriage,  in  the  year  18o2,  with  Miss  Mary 


E.  Wile,  who  was  born  in  Miami.  Hamilton  Co., 
Ohio,  in  1815.  In  1840  the  family  left  Ohio,  going 
to  St.  Louis,  where  Mr.  Fear  was  employed  as  a 
clerk,  but  the  following  year  he  came  to  Burlington, 
leaving  his  family  in  St.  Louis,  and  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business,  returning  for  his  family  and 
bringing  them  to  their  new  home  during  the  follow- 
ing year.  He  continued  in  tlie  mercantile  business 
until  1853,  at  which  time,  his  health  failing,  he  had 
to  abandon  it. 

A  stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  he  was  nominated 
and  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  during  the  time 
when  its  sessions  were  held  in  Iowa  City.  Mr.  Fear 
was  always  of  verj'  studious  habits  and  was  a  finished 
scholar,  but  few  in  Des  Moines  County  being  better 
jjosted  in  its  history  and  affairs  than  was  he.  Ten 
children  graced  the  union  of  this  worthy  couple, 
though  all  have  passed  away  with  the  exception  of 
two  sons,  John  and  Henry  W.,  residents  of  Burling- 
ton. Those  deceased  are:  Elizabeth,  Mary  Cath- 
erine, Alfred  S.,  Jr.,  Albert.  James  Franklin,  Alfred 
N.,  Mary  E.  and  DeCourcey  L.  Mr.  Fear  dep.arted 
this  life  in  Burlington,  April  5,  1857,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  for  five  years,  her  death  occurring  in 
1 8G2.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abilit3', 
and  at  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best 
citizens. 


1"^^  ICHARD  PURCELL,  residing  on  section  8, 
1!;*^  Yellow  Spring  Township,  is  one  of  the  pio- 
/fc '\\  neers  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  having 
\^  crossed  the  river  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1846.  Thus,  for  over  forty  years,  he  has  watched 
the  growth  and  development  and  has  aided  largely 
in  the  advancement  and  progress  which  have  placed 
Des  Moines  County  among  the  first  of  the  State. 
The  prairies  upon  which  were  the  waving  grass  and 
the  beautiful  wild  flowers  have  been  transformed 
into  cultivated  farms,  whose  broad  acres  pay  tribute 
to  tlie  labor  and  care  of  the  owners;  towns  and 
villages  have  sprung  up  and  churches  and  school- 
houses  have  Ijcen  ei'ected.  This  respected  pioneer 
was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Va.,  Feb.  22,  1823, 
and  is  a  son  of  Hansford  and  Rebecca  (Wood)  Pur- 
cell,  who  were  also  natives  of  Virginia.  When  our 
subject  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years,  his  parents  emi- 
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grated  to  Chillicotlie,  Ohio,  tlie  f.itber  renting  a 
farm  near  tliat  cit}',  engaging  l)oth  in  farming  and 
teaming,  generally  hauling  freight  across  the  mount- 
ains. Upon  that  farm  the  familj'  made  their  home 
until  18-16,  when  they  emigrated  to  Iowa,  landing 
at  Burlington,  and  near  that  city  Mr.  Purcell  pur- 
chased land,  engaging  in  farming  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  ltto8,  at  the  age  of  sixl3-two 
years.  His  wife  survived  him  for  ten  years,  and 
then  she,  too,  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  3'ears.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Purcell  was 
a  man  who  took  an  active  part  in  politics  and  cast 
his  vote  for  the  Democratic  party.  While  he  lived 
in  Virginia  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  .Slieriflf 
of  Frederick  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Purcell  reared 
a  family  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  vet  liv- 
ing: Richard  is  the  eldest  of  the  survivors;  Ann, 
wife  of  James  Boyle,  of  Dayton,  Ohio;  Melvina 
wedded  to  Peter  Fuss,  of  AVarsaw,  III.;  Benjamin, 
a  teamster  living  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa;  and  Will- 
iam, a  farmer,  living  near  Council  Bluflfs. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  jjassed 
upon  a  farm,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
subs<;ription  schools  common  to  a  new  countrj'. 
In  1844  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Rebecca 
Kerr,  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Nancy  (Hutchinson)  Kerr,  whose 
birthplace  was  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  Both 
of  her  parents,  .who  were  members  of  the  Presbj'- 
terian  Church,  died  in  Ohio,  the  father  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years,  the  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  After  their  marriage  the  young  couple  re. 
mained  in  Ohio  for  two  years  and  then  emigrated 
to  Des  Moines  Count}*,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Purcell 
purchased  a  farm  near  the  city  of  Burlington,  con- 
sisting of  IGO  acres  of  partially  improved  land,  upon 
which  he  made  his  home  until  1855,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Yellow  Spring  Township.  Purchasing 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  8,  he  still  makes  th.at 
farm  his  home,  though  he  has  disposed  of  eight}' 
acres  of  his  land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Purcell  have  been  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  Louisa,  who  died  in  childhood; 
John,  who  now  resides  in  Graham  County,  Kan.; 
James,  a  farmer  of  Yellow  Spring  Township;  Aman- 
da, wife  of   Robert  .Scott,  grocer,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 


Iowa;  Ida,  deceased  wife  of  Bolen  P.ayue,  of  Yel- 
low Spring  Township;  Lillie  is  the  wife  of  Oscar 
Davis,  of  Huron  Township;  Louie  A.. residing  with 
her  parents;  Albert  R.  and  Mary  B.  both  died  in 
childhood.  Mr.  Purcell  began  life  a  poor  boy,  and 
has  made  all  he  has  by  his  own  efforts,  and  now  has 
a  competency  for  old  age.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. Mrs.  Purcell  is  a  men)ber  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 
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^  fe  S.  BERRY,  a  resident  of  Burlington.  Iowa, 
m/y/l  ^'"^^  born  in  Pittsfield,  Merrimac  Co.,  N. 
)y^  H.,  April  15,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Nancy  (Shaw)  Berry,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Great  Falls,  that  State.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  and  proprietor  of  a  sawmill,  which  latter 
business  he  began  in  1808,  remaining  in  the  same 
occupation  for  sixty  years,  his  death  occurring  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six. 

AV.  .S.  Berry  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years  commenced  working  in  a  sawmill. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  was  employed  as  a 
salesman  in  a  store  at  Manchester,  N.  H.,  remaining 
there  for  thirteen  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1857 
came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  bringing  with  him  a 
portable  engine  and  boiler.  In  connection  with  Dr. 
Moses  Hale,  they  built  a  sawmill  near  the  site  of 
the  Burlington  Lumber  Company's  old  office,  and 
Mr.  Berry  operated  this  mill  until  it  was  consumed 
by  fire,  causing  a  loss  of  about  $5,000,  but  with 
characteristic  energy,  they  rebuilt,  and  within  three 
months  had  it  in  full  operation.  E.  D.  Rand  and 
William  Carson  jjurchased  an  interest  in  the  business, 
but  after  years  of  service  the  old  mill  was  torn  down, 
and  the  present  mill  of  the  Burlington  Lumber  Com- 
pany was  erected.  In  1876  Mr  Berry  sold  his  in- 
terest, and  the  next  year  built  and  put  in  operatit)n. 
in  company  with  H.  H.  Oilman,  a  sawmill,  situated 
at  the  cascade  below  Burlington.  A.  Kaiser  became 
a  member  of  the  firm  in  1878.  the  business  continuing 
under  their  former  name  until  1880,  when,  in  April 
of  that  year,  it  was  incorporated  as  the  Cascade 
Lumber  Company,  which  organization  succeeded  to 
the  business,  and  under  the  management  of  these 
able  gentlemen  has  been  very  successful. 
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In  Manchester,  N.  H.,  in  Febinaiy.  1852,  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  I5err}'  and  IMiss  Clara  Marden  was 
celebrated.  She  was  born  in  Gilinanton,  N.  H., 
and  her  ancestors  were  of  an  old  family  of  that 
State.  Four  children  graced  this  union,  two  of 
whom  are  living.  William  II.  died  in  infancy; 
Clara  Bell,  wife  of  Robcit  G.  Saunderson,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  city  schools;  Jennie,  who  wedded 
John  Volkmeir,  of  Burlington;  and  William,  wiio 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Berry  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Burlington  School  Board  for  six  years;  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Chureli;  he  helped 
to  build  the  High  School.  Politically,  he  is  an  earnest 
Republican:  socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to 
the  Mechanics'  Lodge  No.  13,  Manchester,  N.  H. 
For  over  thirty  years  Mr.  Berrj'  has  been  a  resident 
of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  The  city  in  which  he 
now  lives,  at  the  time  of  his  location,  was  but  a  vil- 
lage, and  in  its  development  he  has  taken  an  active 
part.  Always  read}'  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of 
public  enterprises,  and  a  friend  to  education,  Mr. 
Berry  has  given  substantial  proofs  of  his  interest  in 
the  progressand  development  of  the  county,  and  to 
such  pioneers  its  present  prosiierous  state  is  due. 
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|Tn^,  EV.  WILLIAM  F.  COWLES,  a  pioneer  min- 
l)*^  ister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
(1^  W,  Iowa,  of  1851, was  born  in  Cortland  Count}', 
\^N.  Y.,  May  11,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  Rus- 
sell and  Dorcas  (Gardner)  Cowles.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  Puritan  Cowles,  of  New  England,  and 
on  his  father's  side  is  descended  from  French  Hu- 
guenot ancestrj',  and  on  the  mother's  side  from  an 
old  English  family. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town,  supplemented  by  a  course  at 
Cortland  Academy,  though  he  has  been  largely 
self-educated  since  arriving  at  man's  estate.  Rev. 
Cowles  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  at  the  age  of  eighteen  j'ears,  and  at 
twentj'-two  began  to  preach  the  Gospel.  He  was 
licensed  the  following  year,  was  regularly  promoted 


to  Deacon  and  Elder,  and  elected  Presiding  Elder, 
served  seven  years  on  circuits,  twenty-four  on  sta- 
tions, thirteen  as  Presiding  Polder,  and  two  j'ears  as 
agent  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University.  Three 
times  he  has  been  elected  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence, twice  leading  the  delegation.  He  traveleil 
his  first  circuit  in  Ohio,  labored  eight  j'ears  in 
IMicliigan,  one  in  Missouri  and  thirty-six  in  Iowa, 
beginning  in  September,  1851.  As  Presiding  Elder, 
Rev.  Cowles  served  in  the  Oskaloosa,  Muscatine^ 
Mt.  Pleasant  and  Burlington  districts,  a  full  term 
in  each  except  that  of  Muscatine.  He  first  came 
to  Burlington  in  1853,  and  here  he  organized  the 
South  Burlington  Mission  Church,  sul)sequently 
known  as  the  Ebenezer  Church,  later  as  Division 
Street  Church,  and  now  the  First  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  The  structure  used  as  a  house  of 
worship  by  this  society  was  built  under  his  super- 
vision in  1854-55.  Rev.  Cowles  is  now  a  super- 
numerary and  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Methodist 
Episcopal  Conference. 

In  jjolitics  Mr.  Cowles  is  a  Republican,  and  helped 
to  organize  that  party  in  Iowa.  He  was  appointed 
Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  under  Mr.  Lincoln, 
serving  in  that  capacity  four  years,  during  which 
time  he  also  discharged  his  duties  as  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Mr.  Cowles  h.as  been  thrice  married,  first  at 
Lyons,  Mich.,  Sept.  18,  184G,  to  Miss  Alexina 
Blanchard,  daughter  of  Dr.  Blanchard,  by  whom  he 
had  five  children  :  EUoura  married  A.  G.  McColm,  of 
Muscatine.  Iowa;  Eliza  resides  with  her  father; 
William  B.  married  Jennie  Chambers,  and  is  in  the 
nurserj'  business  at  Omaha.  Two  children  died  in 
infancy,  and  the  mother  died  June  16,  1855.  Mr. 
Cowles  was  again  married,  Feb.  24,  1857,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  M.  La  Monte,  daughter  of  Thomas  La 
Monte,  and  a  native  of  Charlotteville,  N.  Y.  Four 
children  were  born  of  their  union ;  two  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  two  sons  are  yet  living.  La  Monte 
married  Miss  Hattie  Kane,  and  is  a  practicing  attor- 
ney of  Burlington.  Iowa;  they  have  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Ethel.  The  younger  son,  Gardner,  mar- 
ried Miss  Flora  M.  Call,  resides  in  Algona,  Iowa, 
and  thej'  have  two  childi'en,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  Aug.  3,  1873, 
and   Mr.  Cowles  was   married   to  his  present  wife,     \  f 
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Jlrs.  Martlia  Barnes,  Aug.  9,  187G.  She  was  the 
widow  oi  George  C.  Barnes,  anil  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacol)  Lovett,  Esq.  Her  l)irthi)lace  was  in  Holmes 
County,  Ohio,  and  she  had  two  children  by  her 
former  marriage;  (jne  died  in  childhood,  the  surviv- 
ing son  is  Dr.  C.  E.  Barnes,  of  Burlington. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cowies  is  now  in  his  seventieth 
year,  fort3'-six  of  which  have  been  spent  in  active 
ministerial  worli.  He  is  still  erect  of  carriage,  with 
mental  faculties  well  preserved,  and  could,  if  further 
service  should  be  required  of  him  again,  actively 
labor.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  dignifled  and  pleasing 
address,  possessing  a  mind  of  superior  culture  and 
force,  and  has,  b^'  his  ability,  energy,  and  the  con- 
scientious discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  devolving 
upon  him,  won  the  highest  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  called  to  lal)or. 


\>yi!   and  .a: 


.^^EORGE  HOERR.  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  has 
many  years  been  a  resident  of  this  cit}', 
among  its  oldest  business  men.  He  was 
born  in  Erankish  Crurabach,  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, Sept.  17,  1816,  and  while  a  lad  learned  the 
trade  of  a  baker  from  his  father,  who  alwa3's  fol- 
lowed that  occupation.  When  si.xteen  j'ears  of  age 
he  left  home,  working  as  a  journeyman.  In  1837 
he  left  his  native  land  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
new  country,  and  after  ninety  long  and  dreary 
days  in  a  sailing-vessel  he  reached  America,  locat- 
ing at  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  soon  found  work 
at  his  trade.  He  remained  in  that  city  until  1840, 
and  then  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  worked  as  a 
journej'man,  but  later  embarked  in  business  for 
iiimself. 

In  St.  Louis,  in  1845,  l\Ir.  Hoerr  wedded  Cath- 
erine Birck,  who  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany.  April  21,  1821.  In  1854  Imj  went  to 
California  with  his  brother  Philip,  but  soon  re- 
turned, and  in  1855  they  removed  to  Burlington, 
which  has  since  been  their  home.  Soon  after  tak- 
ing up  his  residence  in  this  city,  Mr.  Hoerr  em- 
barked in  business  on  Jefiferson  street,  and  in  1858, 
in  company  with  his  brother  Philip,  purchased  the 
place  where  the  business  is  now  carried  on.  Three 
years  later  he  sold  bis  interest  to  his  brother,  and 


engaged  in  a  separate  store  in  the  Palmer  property, 
remaining  there  for  eight  years,  and  then  purchased 
the  buililing  in  which  he  is  now  located. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoerr  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  two  daughters,  tlie  first  three 
having  been  born  in  St.  Louis.  They  are:  George, 
William  and  Caroline;  the  last  three — Fred.  Rika 
and  Charles — -were  born  in  Burlington.  Mr.  and  Mrs- 
H.  came  to  this  country  in  limited  circumstances, 
but  they  have,  l)_v  hard  work  and  fair  dealing,  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  [iropert}'.  They  were  both 
reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith,  though  the}'  are  not 
members  t)f  an}'  church.  Politically,  Mr.  Hoerr  is 
a  Democrat,  having  supported  that  party  since  he 
has  been  an  American  citizen. 


ON.  AVOLCOTT  SEYMOUR,  deceased,  the 
first  son  of  .Jeremiah  Seymour  and  Emily 
Demming,  his  wife,  was  born  Ang.  17,  1813. 
in  Hartford  County,  Conn.  His  ancestors 
were  from  England,  being  among  the  first  settlers 
in  Connecticut.  About  1675  three  brothers  came 
to  this  countr}',  and  from  these  all  the  Seymours 
have  descended,  among  whom  we  may  mention  the 
Hon.  Horatio  Seymour,  at  one  time  Governor  of 
New  York,  and  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Sej'mour;  the  lat- 
ter was  educated  at  West  Point,  held  the  ofHce  of 
Colonel  in  the  Mexican  War.  was  elected  Governor 
of  Connecticut,  also  Congressman  from  the  Hartford 
District,  and  was  appointed  Minister  to  Russia. 
In  1838  Mr.  Seymour  left  the  scenes  of  his  j'outh. 
gave  up  the  comforts  of  a  pleasant  home,  and  mi- 
grated to  Iowa,  landing  in  Burlington  Jul}^  5,  the 
day  after  it  became  a  Territory.  After  exploring 
six  mcmths  he  concluded  to  make  Danville  his  fu- 
ture home.  Beginning  life  in  moderate  circum- 
stances. Mr.  Seymour  entered  320  acres  of  wild 
land,  which  he  immediatel}'  l)egan  improving,  but 
when  the  land  came  into  m.arket  in  1 839,  it  could 
hardly  be  called  a  home.  In  the  course  of  time,  it, 
with  many  other  farms,  became  an  oasis  in  the  wil- 
derness, and  at  the  present  writing  is  a  fine  farm 
with  improvements  second  to  none  in  the  country. 
Mr.  Seymour  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  twenty-nine  years,  and  for  eight  years  the  otlice 
of    Secretary    of    the  .School    Boaid.     Originally  a 


i' 


1 


.•)02 


DES  MOINKS  COUNTY. 


Hr 


Whig,  lir  nf'terwaril  joined  the  ranks  of  tlic  Repub- 
lican party,  and  was  a  supporter  of  tlic  principles 
and  doctrines  which  the  party  recognized  in  tlieir 
platform.  In  1852  Mr.  Sej'mour  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature  as  a  Representative  from  Dos  Moines 
County;  being  elected  by  tiie  ^V^hig.«,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  small  minority',  the  Democracy  holding  the 
balance  of  powei-.  In  1877  our  subject  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  Republican  party  as  her  choice,  and 
Hon.  Wolcott  Seymour  became,  for  the  second  time, 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  his 
former  experience,  added  to  his  well-known  decis- 
ion, made  him  a  valued  member  of  the  Seventeenth 
General  Assembly  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  united  in  marriage.  Feb.  3,  1  842, 
with  Miss  Amelia  llarkins,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
that  being  her  native  State.  Two  sons  graced 
the  union:  Henry  C,  husband  of  Isabella  Cling- 
man,  who  is  a  resident  of  Danville  Township,  and 
John  H.,  who  resides  u[)ou  and  is  part  owner  of  the 
old  homestead.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Amelia  Sey- 
mour occurred  in  1865,  and  the  second  marriage 
of  Wolcott  Seymour  was  celebrated  Jan.  2,  1873, 
Mrs.  Mary  (Hull)  Robinson  becoming  his  wife. 
She  was  born  in  England,  and  in  Burlington  wed. 
ded  her  first  husband,  Henry  Robinson,  who  was 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  died  from  disease  con- 
tracted while  in  the  service.  One  <laughter  com- 
pleted their  family.  Flora  S.,  now  the  wile  of 
Chailos  Messenger,  train  dispatcher  for  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  of  Burlington. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  elected  President  of  the  Bur- 
lington Insurance  Company,  and  served  seventeen 
years,  or  until  his  death,  Oct.  10,  1884.  With 
other  large  business  interests  at  hand,  aside  from 
the  duties  pertaining  to  that  office,  he  found  time 
to  attend  to  all  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and 
under  his  direction  the  Burlington  Insurance  Com- 
pany grew  and  prospered  until  it  stands  second  to- 
day to  none  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  As  a  citizen, 
Mr.  Seymour  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising;  as  a 
man  of  business,  one  of  the  most  sagacious ;  as  a 
father,  none  was  kinder,  and  he  was  a  husband  of 
whom  any  woman  might  feel  proud.  The  various 
public  trusts  held  by  him  betoken  his  honesty  of 
character,  and  when  the  death  of  Wolcott  Seymour 
was  announced,  a  deep  sorrow  came  upon  the  com- 


munity in  which  he  resided.  We  desire  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  memory  of  this  gentleman,  who  was  twice 
elected  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  and  to  so 
many  positions  of  trust  in  his  township  and  county. 
His  death  occurred  upon  the  Seymour  homestead  at 
Danville  Center  in  his  seventy-first  year.  He  was 
the  first  Clerk  of  Danville  Township,  and  from  his 
first  to  his  last  official  act,  integritj'  and  honest^'  of 
purpose  were   manife.st. 


Sj  OHN  D.  BRIDGES,  carpenter  and  builder,  of 
Mediapolis,  Iowa.  Throughout  his  entire 
life,  with  the  exception  of  three  years  in 
J  Kansas,  Mr.  Bridges'  home  has  been  in  Des 
Moines  Count}'.  He  was  born  F'eb.  14,  1845,  in 
Yellow  Spring  Township,  and  has  witnessed  the 
transformation  which  has  changed  the  raw,  unculti- 
vated land  into  beautiful  homes  and  farms;  villages 
have  sprung  up.  graded  schools  and  colleges  have 
taken  the  pl.ace  of  the  old  log  school-house,  and 
now  Des  Moines  County  ranks  among  the  first  in 
the  State. 

Mr.  Bridges'  parents  were  David  and  Clarissa 
(Haight)  Bridges,  the  father  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
the  mother  of  New  York.  David  emigrated  in 
1841  to  this  county,  settling  in  Yellow  Spring 
Township,  where  he  purchased  a  claim  of  forty 
acres,  residing  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  15,  1870,  in  his  fifty-seventh  year.  He  w.as 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  P]piscopal  Church,  a 
Class-Leader  for  m.any  j'ears,  and  a  devoted  worker 
for  the  cause. 

On  his  mother's  side  Mr.  Bridges  traces  his  an- 
cestry back  to  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  His  mother  was  Clarissa  Bridges,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Haight.  Simon  and  Susanna 
Haight  came  from  Northumberland  County,  En- 
gland, in  1620.  settling  near  the  site  of  Boston. 
The  family  remained  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony 
for  probably  about  a  century,  when  they  emigrated 
to  the  Province  of  New  York.  An  old  record,  now 
in  possession  of  the  familj',  written  bj-  Aaron  Haight 
in  1748,  traces  their  genealogy  from   Simon  down. 


■^•■ 


-•► 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


.)63 


the  writer  being  of  the  sixth  generation.  He  says: 
"  My  mother's  family  were  some  of  the  first  settlers 
of  New  England,  and  were  pc'oi)le  of  consequence, 
and  of  an  original  English  stock  of  Puritans  of  old 
Plymouth."  Aaron's  son  Cornelius,  grandfather 
of  Mr.  Bridges,  was  born  in  1782  in  New  York 
State,  and  died  in  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  His  wife 
was  Abigail  Atvvood,  also  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  She  died  on  tlie  same  farm  as  her  hus- 
band, adjoining  Mediapolis.  This  couple  had  a 
family  of  sixteen  children,  one  of  whom  was  killed 
in  boyhood  by  the  kick  of  a  horse.  The  others  all 
lived  to  maturity,  and  three  of  them  are  now  sur- 
viving. The  entire  family'  were  remarkable  for 
their  great  statue  and  weight,  the  men  being  all  con- 
siderably over  six  feet  tall  and  heavy  in  propor- 
tion, and  the  lightest  of  the  women  weighing  over 
200  pounds.  Mr.  Bridges'  mother  was  born  in 
1812  and  died  April  21,  1888,  in  her  seventy -sev- 
enth year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridges  were  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Abigail,  wife  of  Silas  Bridges, 
is  now  deceased;  James  A.,  a  resident  of  Kossuth, 
Iowa,  and  John  D. 

Spending  his  boyhood  days  upon  a  farm,  and  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
townshii).  John  D.  Bridges  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  April  (J,  1863,  responded  to  his  country's  call 
for  volunteers,  and  enlisting  with  the  many  brave 
boys  of  the  7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  became  a  member 
of  Company  C.  Serving  over  three  years,  most  of 
his  time  was  spent  in  protecting  the  frontier,  par- 
ticipating in  all  the  scouting  expeditions  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  he  was  wounded  in  the  knee  joint  by  a  gun 
shot  at  Brownville,  Neb. 

Being  mustered  out  in  May,  1806,  Mr.  Bridges 
returned  to  his  home  and  then  learned  the  wagon 
and  carriage  making  trade  at  Kossuth.  On  the  2d 
of  March,  18G7,  he  was  marrieil  to  Marcie  J.  Vin- 
cent, a  native  of  Washington  County,  Ohio,  and 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Eddy)  Vincent, 
the  father  being  a  native  of  New  York  and  the 
mother  of  Itiiode  Island.  Mrs.  Bridges  was  left 
fatherless  at  a  verj'  early  age,  and  her  mother  died 
in  1855  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  j'ears.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridges — 


AVesley  D.,  Frederick  G.,  Minnie  J.,  Joim   Morris 
and  Sadie  A.,  all  of  whom  are  at  home. 

In  186i)  Mr.  Bridges  removed  to  Crawford  Coun- 
ty, Kan.,  residing  there  three  years  engaged  at  car- 
pentering, and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned  to 
Mediapolis,  where  he  has  since  lived,  engaged  in  tiie 
same  occupation.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Shep- 
pard  Post  No.  157,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  the  Progress 
Lodge  No.  226,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  has 
been  Master.  He  was  honored  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens by  being  elected  a  member  of  the  Town  Coun- 
cil, and  served  three  years. 
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ILLIAM  TURNER,  of    Burlington.  Iowa, 
''    does  a  general  retail  business  in  flour,  feed 


and  provisions,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
city  since  March,  1869.  He  is  a  native  of  Wiltshire 
County,  England,  born  Dec.  12,  1813,  and  is  the  old- 
est son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Wilkins)  Turner,  who 
were  natives  of  the  same  place.  Mr.  Turner  was 
reared  as  a  gardener,  and  was  married,  Feb.  1,  1836, 
to  Miss  Ann  Willett,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Cook)  Willett,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Wiltshire,  England.  On  the  9th  of  June,  1856, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  witii  their  family  left  their 
native  home  and  went  to  Liverpool,  and  on  the  17th 
daj'  of  the  same  month  took  passage  on  the  sailing 
ship  "  Nelson,"  commanded  by  Capt.  Chiever,  bound 
for  Canada,  and  after  a  long  and  tedious  journe}'  of 
seven  weeks  and  three  days  they  landed  at  Castle 
Garden,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  proceeded  to  Canada, 
and  located  at  Bradford,  in  Simcoe  County,  Ontario, 
where  they  remained  for  about  thirteen  years. 
While  at  Bradford  Mr.  Turner  was  engaged  in  buy- 
ing grain,  and  Mrs.  Turner  kept  a  general  grocery 
store.  In  1869  they  left  that  country  and  removed 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  they  have  since  resided. 
Twelve  children  have  been  l)orn  to  this  worthy 
couple,  only  six  of  whom  are  now  living:  Sarah, 
now  Mrs.  Frederick  Cook,  of  Burlington;  James 
serveil  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
late  Civil  War;  he  enlisted  as  a  private,  and  re- 
turned as  Captain  of  his  company.  He  was  a  brave 
soldier  and  participated  in  a  number  of  battles,  re- 
ceived a  wound   in  his  shoulder,  and  now  draws  a 
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pension.  He  resides  at  Unionville.  Mo.  Elizabeth 
A.,  who  is  now  a  widow;  George,  who  keej)*  a  dairy 
at  Builington ;  Lillie,  now  Mrs.  Kerozen,  wlio  resides 
in  Cliicago,  and  Martlia,  now  Mrs.  C.  T.  Griggs, 
lives  at  Hustonville,  K}'.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  'I'nrner 
have  botli  been  lifo-long  members  of  the  Methodist 
Clinrcii,  and  their  fathers  were  botli  local  preachers 
in  that  denomination,  and  l\lr.  William  Tnrner  has 
acted  in  the  same  capacity'  for  nearly  half  a  cent- 
nry. 

Mr.  Tnrni'r  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a 
warm  supporter  of  his  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tur- 
ner celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  February, 
1886.  They  are  both  hale  and  hearty,  and  highly 
respected  members  of  the  community  in  which  they 
live. 


\jp>^ILS  ANDERSON.  County  Recorder  of  Des 
I  )))  Moines  County.  Iowa,  was  born  in  Christian- 
ItiiS^  stad,  Sweden,  Nov.  10,  1848.  His  parents 
died  when  he  was  only  a  lad,  leaving  him  but  a 
small  amount  of  money,  which  he  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  educating  himself.  He  attended  tiie  com- 
mon schools  and  then  took  a  partial  course  in 
"  Kristianstads  Klementar  Laroverk."  He  soon  after 
was  apprenticed  to  the  shoemaker's  trade,  serving 
five  j'ears  and  receiving  his  board  in  return  for 
services  rendered. 

In  1870  he  emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Bur- 
lington, where  he  embarked  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business,  but  subsequently  was  employed  by  Mr.  A. 
Kaiser  as  a  clerk  in  a  clothing  house.  He  entered 
the  office  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quinc}' 
Land  Department  as  clerk  in  1878,  and  remained  in 
said  office  until  Jan.  1,  1887.  Mr.  Anderson  was 
the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party  for  County 
Recorder  in  188G.  He  was  elected,  and  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  Jan.  1,  1887,  and 
has  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  a  courteous, 
careful  and  competent  official. 

Mr.  Anderson  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  Mathilda  Tornquist.  died  after  a  married 
life  of  two  years.  His  second  union  was  with  Au- 
gusta Tornquist,  a  sister  of  his  former  wife,  in  1883. 
By  this  union  there  are  two  children — Carl  Plato 
4* 


and  Lillie  Mathilda.  Our  subject  is  a  young  man  of 
clever  attainments,  is  broad  ar.d  liberal  in  his  views, 
pulilic  spirited  and  progressive,  and  we  predict  for 
him  a  successful  career  in  life.  He  has  a  fine  phy- 
sique and  a  rugged  constitution,  qualities  eminently 
fitted  to  do  bnttle  for  life. 


tr^Hf 


^jp^RANKLIN  B.  JAGGAR,  President  of  the 
,^j  Burlington  Linseed  Oil  Company,  and  a 
pioneer  of  Des  Moines  County  of  1 838,  was 
born  at  Ithaca,  Tompkins  Co..  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1,  1825, 
and  is  a  son  of  Luther  S.  and  Lufanny  (Crandall) 
J.aggar.  His  father  was  born  on  Long  Island,  of 
German  parentage,  and  his  mother  was  born  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  her  ancestry  being  of  Scotch 
origin.  When  our  subject  was  twelve  years  of  age 
he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Quincy,  111.,  where 
they  spent  two  years  and  then  came  to  Iowa,  locating 
in  Danville  Township.  Des  Moines  County,  where 
his  father  engaged  in  farming.  His  parents  reared 
a  family  of  four  sons  and  a  daughter:  Erasmus  D. 
died  Aug.  11,  1884;  Henry  B.  is  a  druggist  of 
Hudson,  Wis.;  Edwin  L.,  a  minister  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  is  chaplain  of  the  penitentiary  in 
Hartford,  Conn.;  the  sister,  Adeline  Eliza,  was  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Charles  Burnham,  and  died  in  Dan- 
ville, Iowa,  Jan.  5,  1848. 

Fr.anklin  B.  Jaggar,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
engaged  in  farming  until  1856.  when  he  came  to 
Burlington,  here  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of 
linseed  oil  with  John  J.  Burnham,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Burnham  &  Jaggar.  They  were  the  first 
to  establish  that  line  of  business  in  this  citj',  start- 
ing in  a  small  way,  increasing  the  facilities  for  oil 
manufacture  as  the  growth  of  flaxseed  increased  in 
the  West,  till  they  built  up  an  extensive  business. 
That  connection  continued  from  1856  until  1878, 
when  Mr.  Burnham  died  and  Mr.  Jaggar  sold  his 
interest  to  J.  R.  Burnham.  In  1880  Mr.  Jaggar 
formed  a  partnership  with  Marcus  Simpson,  in  the 
same  line,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jaggar  &  .Simp- 
son. The  business  was  carried  on  under  that  name 
until  1886,  when  the  present  Burlington  Linseed  Oil 
Company  was  incorporated. 

Mr.  Jaggar  was  united  in  marri.age  at  Delaware, 
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OImo,  Oct.  7.  1851,  with  Miss  Emily  B.  Bunih.am. 
of  Delaware,  Ohio,  who  was  horn  in  Ipswich,  N.  II.. 
and  was  a  daughter  of  John  A.  Burnhani ;  she 
died  Aug.  31,  1885.  In  July,  1887,  at  Cottage 
City,  Mass..  Mr.  Jnggar  again  formed  <a  matrimonial 
alliance,  with  Mrs.  iSusan  E.  Barnes,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  and  vvas  the  widow  of  J.  W. 
Barnes  and  daughter  of  Mr.  Lafely.  Mr.  Jaggar 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Clnircli,  of 
Burlington,  of  which  he  has  lieen  a  Deacon  for  man}' 
years.  Mis.  Jaggar  is  a  member  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  Burlington.  In  early  life  Mr. 
Jaggar  was  a  Whig,  and  since  the  formation  of  the 
Ilepulilican  [larty  he  h.as  been  an  active  supporter  of 
its  principles.  Me  has  never  sought  political  distinc- 
tion in  any  vva3%  pieferring  to  devote  his  time  to 
business  pursuits. 

A    portrait    of    Mr.    Jaggar   will    be  seen  on   a 
preceding  page. 

-^ •^^' ^^ 


^  l»,II.LIAM  C.  BROWN,  .Superintendent  of 
\/jJi  the  Iowa  lines  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
™nS  &,  Quincy  Railroad  Company,  having  been 
in  their  employ  since  1875,  was  born  in  Norwaj', 
Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  29,  1853,  and  his  father, 
the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Brown,  a  minister  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  was 
of  Scotch  descent,  and  married  Miss  F'rances  Lyon, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  at  Little 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  was  also  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Rev. 
Brown  came  to  Iowa  in  1842  as  a  missionary  of  the 
American  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society,  settled 
in  Jackson  County,  and  removed  from  there  to  How- 
ard County,  where  he  now  resides.  Mrs.  Brown,  an 
estimable  lad},  died  June  19,   1887. 

Our  subject  was  born  while  his  parents  were  on 
a  visit  to  his  mother's  old  home  in  New  York,  and 
was  brought  to  Iowa  while  an  infant,  thus  his  whole 
life  has  been  passed  in  this  .State.  Here  he  was 
reared  and  attended  the  public  schools  until  fifteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  began  railroading  on  the  old 
Racine  &  Mississippi  Rtad,  now  the  southwestern 
division  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul. 
Learning  telegraphy,  Jlr.  Brown  spent  one  j'ear 
with  that  company,  and  then  entered  the  tiain  dis- 


])atcher's  office  of  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road, at  Minneapolis,  Minn.  In  1872  he  went  to 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  as  train  dispatcher  <jf  the  Illinois 
Central,  remaining  with  that  conipanj'  one  year; 
was  next  employed  with  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  in  the  same  capacity  and  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, and  in  1875  came  to  Burlington  as  train  <lis- 
patclier  under  Thomas  J.  Potter,  who  was  then 
Superintendent  of  the  Iowa  Division  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Qnincy  Railroad,  when,  after 
five  years'  service  in  this  city,  he  was  transferred  to 
Illinois  as  chief  train  dcspatcher  on  the  St.  Louis  Di- 
vision, where  he  served  as  Chief  Dispatcher,  Train- 
master and  Division  Superintendent  from  Jan.  1, 
1880,  to  Jan.  1.  1887,  when  he  was  appointed  Su- 
perintendent of  tiie  Iowa  lines  of  theChicag(j,  Bur- 
lington &  Qnincy  Railroad,  with  headquarters  at 
Burlington,  wliicli  position  he  now  holds. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1874,  Mr.  Brown  was  united 
in  marriage,  at  Lime  Springs,  with  Miss  Ella  Ilewett, 
daughter  of  C.  C.  Hewett.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born 
in  McHenry  County,  III.,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  of  Burlington.  They  have 
two  children,  daughters:  Georgia,  aged  thirteen,  and 
Bertha,  aged  six. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  typical,  successful,  Western  rail- 
road man.  He  began  at  the  bottom  and  h.as  won 
honorable  promotion  to  the  responsible  position  he 
now  holds  by  h.ard  work  and  close  application  to 
business,  making  the  company's  interests  his  inter- 
ests, and  never  fearing  to  do  too  much  for  the 
amount  of  salary  received.  To  be  sure  he  possessed 
the  essential,  natural  talent  for  the  business,  sound 
judgment  and  untiling  energy,  coupled  with  supe- 
rior executive  ability,  cool  courage,  and  the  other 
essential  qualities  that  distinguish  a  leader  of  men. 
The  great  strike  of  February,  1888,  put  his  metal 
to  the  test,  and  it  gave  out  the  true  ring  of  a  com- 
petent, fearless  manager,  when  on  that  eventful 
27th  of  February,  when  nearly  all  engineers  of  the 
great  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  sj'stem  de- 
serted their  posts,  Mr.  Brown  took  possession  of 
engine  No.  149,  and  with  Trainmaster  J.  W.  Work- 
ing as  fireman,  ran  the  train  successfully  to  G.ales- 
burg,  returning  with  train  No.  7.  From  that  time 
to  the  present  he  has  been  actively  striving  to  [ler- 
fect  the  operating  force  on  the  lines  under  his  con- 
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trol,  sparing  no  effort  to  advance  the  interest  of 
the  eompau}',  and  to  protect  the  traveling  public 
from  injiir3',  and  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
patrons  of  the  road  from  damage  and  interruption. 


^/AMES  W.  BROOKS,  Assistant  Cashier  of  the 
National  State  Bank,  is  a  native  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  born  Dec.  1  iS,  1853,  and  is  a  son 
of  Francis  William  and  Harriet  C.  (Beach) 
Brooks.  He  received  his  preparator3-  education  in 
the  Burlington  citj'  schools,  and  then  took  a  course 
at  the  Lawrenceville  Academy,  of  New  Jersey, 
graduating  in  the  class  of  '73.  Two  years  later  he 
made  a  tour  of  Europe,  visiting  England,  France, 
Switzerland.  German}',  Norway,  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark, and  returned  to  the  United  States  in  the  au- 
tumn of  187C,  in  time  to  visit  the  centennial  at 
Philadelphia.  Accepting  a  position  in  the  Union 
National  Bank,  of  Chicago,  as  Assistant  Note  Teller, 
one  j'ear  later,  Mr.  Brooks  returned  to  Burlington, 
entered  the  National  State  Bank  as  correspondent, 
and  has  been  connected  with  the  hank  ever  since. 
In  1887  he  succeeded  Mr.  Fleming  as  Assistant  Cash- 
ier, and  was  also  elected  a  Director  the  following 
Januarj-. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1879,  Mr.  Brooks 
was  married,  at  Burlington,  to  Miss  Lily  Louise 
Roads,  a  native  of  this  cit}\  and  a  daughter  of  A. 
R.  Roads.  Four  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters — Francis  AVilliam, 
Miller  Roads,  Marj-  Roads  and  Harriet  Louise.  Mr. 
Brooks  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  not  an  active 
partisan.  He  is  an  efficient  officer  of  one  of  the 
leading  financial  institutions  of  the  State,  of  which 
his  father  was  one  of  the  incorporators,  the  first 
cashier,  as  well  as  one  of  the  largest  stockholders. 

B.  COLLINS,  foreman  of  the  round-house 
'@/lIII  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  at 
Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  Oct.  3,  1844.  His  parents,  George 
aid  Ann  (Athens)  Collins,  were  also  natives  of  th.at 
city,  the  former  Itorn  in   1798,  the  latter  in  1817. 


George  Collins  emigrated  with  his  famil}'  to  Bur- 
lington in  1849,  there  engaging  in  the  manufacture 
of  brick,  many  of  the  prominent  buildings  of  the 
city  being  composed  of  brick  from  his  yard.  Mr. 
and  Mi's.  Collins  were  the  parents  of  a  large  familj' 
of  children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Orlando, 
now  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  employed  in  the 
Quartermastei-'s  department  during  the  great  Re- 
bellion ;  J.  W.,  of  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  enlisted  in  the 
11th  United  States  Service;  Georgie,  wife  of  T. 
H.  Notestine,  of  Chillicotlie,  Mo.;  Ursulla,  wife  of 
Solomon  AVeiss.  also  of  Chillicothe,  Mo. ;  James  W., 
residing  at  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.;  and  A.  B.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  death  of  George  Collins  oc- 
curred in  March,  1862.  In  earl}'  life  he  was  a  Whig, 
but  at  its  organization  joineil  the  Republican  party, 
and  until  his  death  always  cast  his  vote  with  that 
body.  An  honorable,  upright  man,  he  w.-is  highly' 
esteemed  throughout  the  community.  His  wife  still 
resides  in  this  city. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Burlington 
with  his  parents  when  luit  five  j'ears  of  age,  and 
received  a  good  common-school  education.  About 
the  time  his  school  life  closed  threats  of  secession 
were  being  made,  and  shortly  after  Ft.  Sumter  was 
fired  upon.  Mr.  Collins  who  at  this  time  was  but  sev- 
enteen years  of  age,  nevertheless  offered  his  services 
to  his  countrj',  became  a  member  of  the  7th  Iowa 
Infantry,  Company  I,  and  being  mustered  into 
service,  proceeded  with  his  regiment  to  Belmont, 
Mo.,  there  participating  in  the  first  battle  fought 
by  Gen.  Grant  in  the  Rebellion.  He  participated 
in  the  capture  of  Fts.  Henr\'  and  Donelson,  and 
then  went  to  Pittsburg  Lauding,  where  he  was  dis- 
ciiarged  on  account  of  poor  health,  caused  by 
exposure.  As  soon  as  he  was  able,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Quartermaster's  department  at  Little 
Rock,  and  while  serving  in  that  capacity  was  taken 
prisoner  April  26,  18G3,  at  Mark's  Mills,  Ark., 
paroled  Dec.  17,  1803,  at  Hempstead  Camp,  Gross, 
Tex.,  and  sent  to  New  Orleans  by  way  of  Houston 
and  the  Gulf. 

Returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Collins  then  en- 
gaged in  freighting  on  the  plains,  the  terminus  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quinc}'  Railroad  being 
at  Ottumwa.  He  afterward  went  to  Chillicothe, 
Mo.,    where    he  embarked    in  the  manufacture  of 
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1)1  Ifk,  and  in  18Gi)  began  working  for  the  Chicago, 
lUirlington  &  Qninc}',  filling  various  positions.  He 
fan  an  engine  from  1873  to  1  884,  for  three  years 
was  traveling  engineer,  and  then  was  appointed  fore- 
man of  the  round-house  at  Burlington,  and  now  lias 
1 10  men  under  his  immediate  charge.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Washington  Lodge  No.  1.  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  also 
a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  Friendsiiip  Lodge  No. 
1  1.  and  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  B.  of  L.  E., 
but  toolv  a  witlidrawal  card  Aug.  7,  IHS.'i. 

In  August,  1873,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Collins  and 
Miss  Jennie  AVelbouru  was  celebrated.  Slie  is  a 
native  of  lialtinK^re,  Md.,  though  reared  in  Burling- 
ton. One  ciiihl  h.is  blessed  tiiis  union — Roderick. 
Mr.  Collins'  success  in  life  is  mainly  due  to  his  own 
efforts,  his  untiring  zeal  and  continued  labors  hav- 
ing won  for  him  a  prominent  position. 
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li^  ON.  J.  WILSON  WILLIAMS,  one  of  the 
.F  )j]  most  prominent  and  best  known  residents 
/A\^  of  Huron  Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa, 
i^)  is  a  settler  of  1850,  living  ever  since  that 
time  on  land  which  he  had  entered  in  1839,  he  and 
his  family  owning  now  1,700  acres  there.  He  was 
born  in  181 G  in  the  town  of  Charlotte,  Vt.,  ten 
miles  south  of  Burlington  on  Lake  Chaniplain. 
His  grandfather.  William  Williams,  was  one  of  the 
earl}'  settlers  of  that  State,  whence  he  had  removed 
from  Lanesboro,  Mass.  He  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
United  States  army  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain, -and  was  stationed  on  the  Canada  line.  His 
maternal  grandfather  w.as  a  Major  General  during 
the  same  war,  and  died  just  before  the  battle  of 
Plattsburg,  at  which  he  was  to  have  commanded. 
At  the  age  of  six  years  our  subject  was  left  an  or- 
phan, and  was  taken  to  rear  by  a  widowed  grand- 
mother on  his  mother's  side,  named  Barnes,  who 
brought  him  up  on  a  farm,  earlj'  training  him  to 
habits  of  industry  and  inculcating  a  love  of  read- 
ing, which  in  after  years  he  never  lost,  and  which 
served  to  make  him  the  well-informed  man  he  sub- 
sequently became,  and  which  has  contributed  much 
toward  his  success  in  life.  His  district  school  edu- 
cation was  supplemented  by  most  of  three  winters 


and  one  summer  spent  in  the  Hinosburg  (Vt.) 
Academy,  and  more  than  a  year  in  the  Washington 
County  Grammar  School,  at  Montpelier,  Vt. 

Determining  to  adopt  civil  engineering  and  sur- 
veying as  a  jirofession,  he  put  himself  under  tuition 
and  had  the  advantage  of  the  teaching  of  John 
Johnson,  State  Surveyor  General,  and  his  son,  both 
in  the  field  and  in  the  office  at  Burlington,  Vt.  He 
devoted  himself  with  ardor  to  his  chosen  profession, 
and  has  been  eminently  successful  therein,  his  work 
being  characterized  by  great  accuracy  and  thorough- 
ness. So  highl}'  thought  of  is  his  work  in  Iowa  that 
a  certificate  from  him  is  accepted  without  question 
in  any  court  in  the  State. 

In  1836  young  Williams  determined  to  come 
West,  and  landed  in  Chicago  in  November  of  that 
j'ear.  The  vvestern  metropolis  was  then  but  a  small 
village,  and  he  heard  the  prairie  wolves  howling 
around  the  cabin  in  which  he  slei)t.  He  was  soon 
after  in  Milwaukee,  when  intelligence  was  received 
of  the  location  of  the  Wisconsin  capital  at  the  Four 
Lakes  at  Madison,  and  in  common  with  many 
others  he  bought  land  in  that  vicinity,  then  an  un- 
inhabited region,  the  nearest  white  settler  being  at 
Ft.  Atkinson,  on  the  Rock  River.  The  most  of  the 
winter  of  1836-37  he  spent  traveling  on  foot  and 
alone  through  Wisconsin  and  Illinois,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1837  he  was  engaged  .as  Duputy  County 
8urve3'or  in  Morgan  County.  111.,  near  J.acksonville. 
The  commission  he  retained  but  a  short  time  when 
he  accepted  the  position  of  Count}-  Surveyor  in 
Hancock  County,  III.,  which  he  held  for  twelve 
years,  holding  at  the  same  time  commissions  as 
United  States  Deputy  Surveyor  from  Gen.  William 
Milburn.  Silas  Reed  and  Joseph  C.  Brown,  of  the 
Surveyor  General's  f>fHce  at  St.  Louis.  During  this 
time  he  executed  some  difficult  surveys  on  the  bot- 
tom lands  and  islands  of  the  Mississippi  River,  re- 
ceiving therefor,  in  recognition  of  his  valuiible 
services,  double  the  usual  compens.ation.  He  after- 
ward held  commissions  from  George  B.Sargent  and 
Gen.  Warner  Lewis,  of  the  Dubuque  (Iowa)  office, 
and  from  John  Loughborough,  of  the  St.  Louis 
office,  and  in  1854  a  joint  commission  from  the 
two  latter  to  survey  islands  in  the  Mississippi  River 
and  complete  the  survey  of  sixty  miles  of  the 
boundary,  as  run  by  Sullivan  in  1817,  west  of  the 
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Des  IMoines  River,  and  connect  the  public  surveys 
tlieiewitli,  on  each  side  of  that  line.  His  services 
were  so  satisfactory  that  Surveyor  General  Lough- 
borough in  his  report  of  the  survey  used  the  fol- 
lowing language  in  regard  to  Mr.  AVilliiims: 

"  I  selected  for  the  Oeld  work  John  W.  Williams, 
Esq., who  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  known  to 
this  office  as  a  most  competent  and  faithful  deputj', 
and  who  is  also  known  as  such  by  the  Dubuque 
office.  Mr.  Williams  has  performed  his  work  to  the 
satisfaction  of  this  office  on  the  Missouri  side  of 
the  line,  and  I  have  but  little  doubt  that  the  work 
on  the  lotta  side  will  be  equally  acceptable  to  Sur- 
vej'or  General  Lewis." 

At  this  time  Mr.  Williams  was  living  on  the  land 
in  Huron  Township  where  he  stdl  resides,  and  which 
he  had  taken  up  in  1839,  and  in  1852  he  was  elected 
to  the  Fourth  Iowa  General  Assembly,  in  which  he 
so  distinguislied  himself  as  a  wise  and  prudent  leg- 
islator that  he  was  repeatedly  called  upon  by  his 
constituents,  and  served  them  five  terms  in  the 
House  and  two  sessions  in  the  Senate,  making  four- 
teen years'  service  in  all.  His  terms  of  office  were 
not  consecutive,  but  he  was  called  upon  whenever 
the  people  felt  the  need  of  his  vigilant  and  watch- 
ful care  over  their  interests  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly. Probably  no  man  in  the  State  of  Iowa  has 
ever  made  a  better  record  as  a  legislator  than  has 
Mr.  Williams,  and  none  ever  more  thoroughly 
served  those  who  elected  him.  In  his  first  term  in 
the  House,  in  1852,  his  colleague  was  James  W. 
Grimes,  afterward  Governor  and  United  States 
Senator. 

December  1,  1847,  Mr.  Williams  was  married,  in 
Burlington,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Julia  A.,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Jerusha  (Kellogg)  Robison,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  had  re- 
moved to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived 
until  1807,  when  they  came  furthur  West,  locat- 
ing in  Oxford,  Ohio.  In  1823  they  removed  to 
Sangamon  County,  111.,  and  in  1829  to  Hancock 
County,  in  the  same  State,  settling  on  the  rapids, 
nearly  opposite  the  town  of  Nashville,  where  the 
wife  died.  Mr.  Robison  was  subsequently  married 
to  Mrs.  Catherine  Wells,  a  native  of  New  York  .State. 
He  died  at  West  Point.  loiva,  and  ins  second  wife 
in  Burlington,  Iowa.     Mrs.  Williams  was  born  near 


Oxford,  Ohio,  in  1822.  Her  childiiood  was  passed 
in  Sangamon  Count3',  III.,  she  being  but  seven 
years  old  when  her  parents  removed  to  Hancock 
County.  There  she  lived  until  two  or  three  years 
prior  to  her  marriage,  at  which  latter  time  she  was 
engaged  in  teaching.  She  liad  completed  her  edu- 
cation at  Knox  College,  Galesburg,  111. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  had  six  children,  as 
follows:  Herrick,  the  eldest,  married  Mary  Pugh, 
and  lives  on  a  part  of  his  father's  tract  in  Huron 
Township;  Leila  Minerva  died  in  infancy:  Wilson 
B.  is  married  to  Amelia  Schindler,  and  lives  on  a 
farm  adjoining  his  father's;  Julia  E.  is  the  wife 
of  David  Waddle,  also  living  on  a  part  of  the 
Huron  tract;  iMinna  M.  died  unmarried  at  the  age 
of  "twenty-five,  and  an  infant  died  unnamed. 

Mr.  Williams  was  in  early  life  a  Whig,  but  joined 
the  movement  to  organize  the  Republican  party, 
with  which  he  has  ever  since  acted  in  i)olitics.  He 
has  always  been  a  strict  temperance  man.  and  a  total 
abstainer  from  tobacco  as  well,  and  boasts  that  he 
never  knew  one  intoxicating  drink  from  another, 
and  is  equally  ignorant  of  any  game  of  cards  or 
other  gambling  device.  In  private  life  he  is  unpre- 
tentious and  unassuming,  and  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  county  none  stands  higher  in  the 
estimation  of  his  neighbors  than  Mr.  Williams,  his 
aliility,  integrity  and  entire  trustworthiness  being 
universally  recognized. 


J'll'AMES  BROWN,  contractor  .and  builder,  of 
||    Burlington,  Iowa,  is  a  native   of    Scotland, 
l{    born  April    IG.   1841,  at  Cold  Stream,  and 
fj    a  son  of  George  and  Marion  (Smith)  Brown. 

They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely : 
Grace,  Marion,  George,  Agnes,  Peter.  Margaret, 
James,  Jessie,  Jane  and  Catherine.  James  Brown 
attended  the  schools  of  his  native  land  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  began  working  in  an 
ironstone  mine,  afterward  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  three  years  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  becoming  a 
first-class  workman.  Going  to  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
he  there  workeil  at  his  trade  for  twelve  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time,  deciding  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica, he  set  sail  in  1872,  leaving  Scotland  on  the  16th 
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of  Ai)nl,  and  being  on  the  water  for  twenty -two 
(lays.  After  landing  in  tliis  country  Mr.  Brown  at 
once  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  for  a  j'car  he 
woriied  at  his  trade  as  a  day  laborer  for  Martin 
Gillis,  afterward  serving  as  his  foreman  for  three 
j'ears.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  com- 
menced contracting  for  himself,  and  has  continued 
in  that  occupation  ever  since.  Among  the  manj- 
works  that  liave  been  under  his  supervision  may  be 
mentioned  the  remodeling  of  John  H.  Gear's  whole- 
sale grocery  building,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Valley  streets;  the  Presbyteiian  Church,  on  .Jeffer- 
son street,  and  the  parsonage,  on  Augusta  street; 
J.  S.  Schram's  residence,  and  the  Murry  Iron 
Works.  lie  also  superintended  the  construction 
of  the  county  court-house  at  Tarkio,  which  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $24,000;  the  college  at  College 
Springs.  Pago  Co.,  Iowa,  at  a  cost  of  $1.').000; 
the  residence  of  William  Lindsley,  on  Angular 
street;  made  additioi  s  to  two  of  the  public  schools 
in  B\irlington,  and  remodeled  Mr.  Foraker's  resi- 
dence. As  a  contractor  and  builder  Mr.  Brown 
has  few  equals,  and  the  above-mentioned  buildings 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  skill  and  labor. 

On  the  1st  of  Jul}',  1864,  Mr.  Brown  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Scott,  and  three  chil- 
dren graced  their  union — James,  Elizabeth  S.  and 
Agnes  L.  The  wife  and  mother  was  called  to 
her  final  home  Nov.  27,  1883,  and  Mr.  Brown  was 
again  married,  July  2,  1885,  Mary  E.  Turner, 
daughter  of  William  and  Emma  Turner,  becoming 
his  wife.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  politics  is  a  Republican,  and  has  the 
respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
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\f)AMES  WILSON,  chief  clerk  of  the  local 
freight  department  of  the  Chicago.  Bur- 
^_^  I  lington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  at  Burlington, 
(^^^  since  1882,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Elgin, 
Northern  Scotland,  Nov.  10,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Jessie  (Stuart)  AVilson.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
his  first  eraploj'ment  was  as  a  merchant's  clerk  at 
Glasgow.  In  1872  Mr.  AVilson  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, making  his  home  in   Burlington,  Iowa,  and   in 
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March,  1873,  entered  the  service  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  <k  Quincy  Railroad  Company,  as  porter 
at  the  storeroom.  One  year  later  he  was  given  a 
place  as  clerk  in  the  freight  office,  and  in  1 882  was 
promoted  to  chief  clerk,  a  position  he  has  continued 
to  hold  until  this  date. 

In  Burlington,  Iowa,  Nov.  1,  1872,  Mr.  Wilson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliz.abeth  Douglas, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Rankin)  Doug- 
las. Mrs.  Wilson  and  her  parents  are  natives  of 
Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1 872.  Four  children  were  born  to  this  union,  one  son 
and  three  daughters — Mary  Rankin,  Jeanie,  AVilliam 
Douglas  and  Ethel  Swan,  all  born  at  Burlington, 
Iowa.  In  their  religious  views  Mr.  Wilson  and  his 
wife  are  United  Presbyterians,  while  politically',  he 
is  a  Democrat.  The  saying  that  corporations  have 
no  souls  may  be  true,  but  no  one  questions  their 
sagacity  in  selecting  the  right  sort  of  men  for  posi- 
tions to  be  filled.  Mr.  Wilson's  promotion  from 
the  humble  position  of  porter  to  that  of  chief  clerk 
of  a  department  of  so  much  importance  as  that  of 
the  local  freight  department  of  Burlington,  is  a 
compliment  to  his  abilit}-,  and  an  evidence  that  he 
has  proved  faithful  and  competent  in  discharge  of 
duty  assigned  him. 


#: 


HARLES  AVILLNER,  attorney  .at  law,  of- 
fice  southwest  corner  of  Washington  and 
^^^  Third  streets,  Burlington,  Iowa,  w.as  born 
in  Milwaukee,  AA^is.,  Sept.  3,  1800.  of  German  par- 
entage. His  parents,  Barnhardt  and  Pauline  (Blahd) 
AA'^illner,  emigrated  from  Germany  to  America  in 
earh'  life.  His  father  was  born  at  Schweising,  in 
1823,  came  to  America  in  1842,  was  married  in  this 
countr}-,  and  settled  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  afterspend- 
ing  one  year  at  Cleveland,  01ii(.).  He  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Milwaukee  until  1861, 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where  he  pursued  the  same  business.  His  death 
occurred  in  this  city,  in  June,  1880.  His  wife  sur- 
vives him  and  is  still  a  resident  of  Burlington. 

Charles  Willuor  was  educated  in  the  Burlington 
city  schools,  passing  through  the  various  grades, 
and  closing  with  the  High  School  course.     He  then 
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entered  the  State  University,  with  the  intention 
of  tnlving  an  academic  and  law  course,  but  his 
means  being  limited,  and  his  training  in  the  High 
School  having  been  prett}-  thorough,  he  was  ad- 
vised by  the  Faculty  to  dispense  with  the  aca- 
demic course  and  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the 
law,  which  he  did,  and  having  passed  a  very  credit- 
able examination,  was  granted  a  dii^loma  at  the 
early  age  of  seventeen  years,  in  1877.  Mr.  Willner 
at  once  entered  a  law  office  in  Burlington,  where 
he  pursued  his  studies  and  began  to  practice.  A 
few  months  later  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
Mr.  W.  Pilling,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pilling  & 
"VVillnei-,  and  was  regularly  launched  on  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  while  in  his  eighteenth  3'ear 
— being  the  youngest  man  in  the  profession  in  the 
State.  Of  course  he  labored  under  great  difficulties 
on  account  of  his  youthfulness  and  inexperience, 
but  through  the  kindness  of  friends,  who  trusted 
him  with  their  business  and  thus  tested  his  abilit}', 
he  soon  made  headway  aud  secured  a  fair  share  of 
the  local  practice.  His  connection  with  Mr.  Pilling 
continued  but  two  years,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  alone.  Mr.  Willner  has  now  been  in  constant 
practice  for  ten  j'ears,  has  built  up  a  fine  business, 
and  no  longer  has  reason  to  dread  the  world's  prej- 
udice against  3'outh  and  inexperience.  He  looks 
back  with  amusement  to  the  days  of  his  precocious 
youth,  when  he  was  known  as  the  youngest  lawyer 
in  the  State. 
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ONRAD  LUTZ,  commercial  printer,  en- 
graver and  book-binder,  established  busi- 
S^!/  ness  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1879,  and 
occupies  the  three  floors  of  No.  1 17  Jefferson  street: 
he  operates  five  steam  presses  in  his  business,  two 
cylinders  and  three  jobbers,  also  does  art  printing 
by  the  new  photo  process,  and  employs  from  ten  to 
twelve  men. 

Conrad  Lutz  was  born  in  AVurtemberg,  German}', 
Jan.  4,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  John  C.  and  Lena 
Lutz.  The  famil}'  emigrated  from  Germany  to 
America  in  1853,  and  came  direct  to  Burlington, 
where  Conrad  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  city,  and   served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to 


the  printing  trade.  He  possesses  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  details  of  all  departments  of  his  estab- 
lishment, and  has  now  been  in  business  nine  years, 
during  which  time  he  has  won  a  reputation  for 
good  work  and  fair  dealing,  and  has  built  up  a  fine 
business. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1873,  in  Burlington,  Iowa, 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Lutz  and  Miss  Flora  E.  Tur- 
ner, daughter  of  James  Turner  of  this  city,  was 
celebrated.  Four  children  blessed  their  union,  three 
sons  and  a  daughter:  James  Maurice,  who  died 
Nov.  22,  1886,  aged  nine  years;  Albeit,  Robert 
Conrad  and  Lena  Katherine.  all  born  in  Burlington. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lutz  are  members  of  the  First  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  socially,  a  member  of  Phoenix  Lodge  No. 
142,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  of  Flint  Hills  Lodge  No. 
39,  K.  of  P. 


A.  BROWN,  of  the  firm  of  H.  A.  Brown  & 
Co.,  retail  dealers  in  boots  and  shoes,  is  a 
native  of  New  Yoik,  born  at  Dunkirk,  on 
fj^j  the  27th  of  March,  1841.  His  parents  were 
Barnabas  and  Mary  (Foster)  Brown,  and  for  many 
3'ears  were  residents  of  Alban}'.  His  father  was 
born  at  North  East,  Pa.,  and  his  mother  at  Fredo- 
nia.  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  of  New  England  par- 
entage, her  people  having  emigrated  to  that  State 
from  Vermont. 

Our  subject  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1857, 
and  was  employed  as  clerk  in  the  hardware  business 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  when  he 
joined  J.  R.  Nelson  in  the  sutler's  department, 
accompanying  the  7th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  contin- 
uing with  that  regiment  until  November,  1863. 
when  he  was  commissioned  sutler  of  a  colored  Ala- 
bama regiment,  which  position  he  held  until  he  was 
captured  during  Gen.  Forrest's  raid  from  Athens, 
Ala.,  to  N.ashville,  Tenn.  He  was  held  prisoner  at 
Corinth,  also  at  Cahaba,  Ala.,  and  paroled  after 
three  months,  at  Memphis,  Tenn.  His  business 
interests  demanded  his  return  to  the  armj',  and  he 
was  soon  in  the  field  again.  He  pursued  his  busi- 
ness as  sutler  successfully  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
aud  returned  to  Burlington   in   the    fall    of    1865. 
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The  following  year  Mr.  Brown  bought  an  interest 
in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  with  T.  W.  Bar- 
hydt,  whicli  has  been  carried  on  continually  since, 
and  with  marked  success,  tlie  firm  having  a  whole- 
sale house  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  W.  Barhydt 
&  Co.,  and  a  retail  house  known  by  the  name  of  H. 
A.  Brown  »fe  Co. 

On  the  1 1th  of  June,  18CC,  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna 
C.  Barhydt,  sister  of  T.  W.  Barh}'dt,  and  daughter 
of  Nicholas  and  Pho-be  H.  (Gardner)  Barhydt. 
Mrs.  Brown  was  born  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  her 
family  being  of  Holland  descent,  and  her  ancestors 
were  of  the  old  Knickerbocker  stock,  the  original 
settlers  of  New  York.  Hve  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  three  of  whom  are  living — Ella  B., 
Mary  A.  and  T.  Wells  Bariiydt,  all  born  in  Burling- 
ton. Mrs.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Burlington.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  thorough 
business  man,  prompt,  energetic  and  clear-hearleil. 
The  important  business  interests  that  he  has  helped 
to  build  up,  and  conducts  so  successfully,  testify- 
in  no  uncertain  manner  to  his  capacity  and  integ- 
rity, and  among  the  leading  business  men  of  Bur- 
lington he  stands  .as  high  as  any. 


ON.  CHARLES  HENRY  PHELPS,  Judge 
of  the  First  Judicial  District  of  Iowa,  is  a 
native  of  Jliddlebury,  Addison  Co.,  Vt, 
)}  and  was  born  March  '27.  1825.  His  father, 
Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps,  a  distinguished  statesman 
and  eminent  lawyer,  was  born  at  Litchfield,  Conn., 
in  1793,  and  was  descended  from  English  ancestors. 
The  first  of  the  Phelps  family  to  settle  in  America 
were  three  brothers,  who  emigrated  from  England 
about  ten  years  later  than  the  advent  of  the  Ply- 
mouth colony,  and  they  effected  a  settlement  at 
three  different  points  in  Connecticut.  The  direct 
ancestor  of  our  subject  located  at  Litchfield,  the 
birlhpl.ace  of  Samuel  S.,  and  the  home  of  numerous 
descendants  of  the  emigrant  ancestor.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  the  custom  of  this  branch  of  the  Phelps 
family  to  name  the  eldest  sons  alternately  Edward 
anil  John,  the  present  United  States  Minister  to 
England,  son  of  Samuel  S.  and  brother  of  Judge  C. 


H.  Phelps,  being  the  only  one  to  whom  both  of 
those  historic  names  were  ever  given.  Samuel  .S. 
Phelps  moved  from  Litchfield,  Conn.,  to  Middle- 
bur}'.  Vt.,  in  early  life,  where  he  established  a  law 
practice,  and  being  a  man  of  superior  ability,  soon 
became  prominent  in  public  affairs.  He  was  chosen 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont,  in  1831, 
and  served  until  1839,  at  which  date  ho  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  where  he  was  a  col- 
league of  Webster,  Calhoun  and  Clay.  He  was 
elected  his  own  successor  and  served  two  terms,  or 
until  1851.  Three  j'ears  later  he  was  appointed  to 
the  same  position  by  the  Governor,  to  fill  a  vacant-}' 
caused  bj'  the  death  of  Hon.  William  Uphani. 
AVhile  in  receipt  of  a  good  income  from  law  prac- 
tice and  official  salary,  Mr.  Phelps  never  accumu- 
lated wealth,  for  he  had  a  large  family  and  spent 
lavishly  for  their  education  and  comfort,  the  results 
justifying  his  course,  as  his  children  were  all  thor- 
oughly educated,  and  his  sons  have  won  prominence 
as  statesmen  and  jurists.  Edward  J.,  of  Vermont, 
the  present  minister  to  England,  is  one  of  the  most 
talented  and  distinguished  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates;  James  S.  is  in  the  Government  employ  at 
Washington;  Egbert  is  a  prominent  lawj'er  of  Jol- 
iet,  111.;  D.  W.  and  Frank  are  deceased,  the  latter 
being  well  known  to  the  citizens  of  Burlington  as  a 
journalist  of  bright  talent  and  rare  literary  ability. 
The  sister,  Hattic,  is  the  wife  of  lilias  Lyman,  of 
Burlington,  Vt. 

Charles  H.  Phelps  graduated  at  Middlebur^'  Col- 
lege, Vt..  in  the  class  of  '45,  and  soon  afterward 
proceeded  to  Fredericksburg  and  taught  one  j'ear, 
and  the  next  year  entered  the  law  office,  at  Middle- 
bury,  of  Hon.  Horatio  Sej'mour,  who  was  a  relative 
of  his  father,  and  an  ex-United  States  Senator 
from  Vermont.  Having  familiarized  himself  with 
the  fundamental  principles  of  law,  Mr.  Phelps  com- 
menced the  study  of  telegraphj',  and  was  appointed 
telegraph  operator  at  Vergennes,  then  the  only  city 
in  Vermont.  During  his  term  of  service  as  tele- 
graph operator  he  was  pursuing  his  law  studies,  and 
in  1849  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Very  shortly 
after  that  im|)ortant  event  in  his  life,  he  anticipated 
Mr.  Greeley's  advice  and  went  West,  landing  in 
Burlington  in  May,  1850,  where  he  formed  a  law 
partnership  with   Hon.    J.  C.  Hall,  and    afterward 
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with  lion.  Heniy  W.  Starr,  an  eminent  lawyer  of 
that  city.  Subsequently  Judge  Phelps  became  as- 
sociated with  Gen.  S  L.  Glasgow,  with  whom  he 
pursued  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  1878, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Circuit  Judgeship  of 
the  First  Judicial  District  of  Iowa,  to  fill  a  vacancy. 
In  the  fall  of  the  following  year  he  was  elected  to 
the  same  position,  and  was  re-elected  each  suc- 
ceeding time  until  1886,  when  he  was  elected  Dis- 
trict Judge.  The  first  official  position  that  he  was 
called  upon  to  fill  was  that  of  City  Solicitor,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  the  early  days  of  his  resi- 
dence at  Burlington,  in  1851  and  1852,  and  again 
held  that  position  in  1858  and  1864.  In  early  life 
Judge  Phelps  was  a  Republican,  and  continued  to 
act  with  that  party  until  1882,  since  which  time  he 
has  affiliated  with  the  Democracy. 

On  the  22(1  of  November,  1853,  Judge  Phelps 
was  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Eunice  A.  Webb, 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Sally  Webb,  of  La  Faj-ette, 
Ind.  Five  children  were  born  of  their  union,  three 
of  whom  are  living :  Francis,  the  eldest,  died  in 
childhood;  Fid  ward  S.,  born  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
April  21,  1858,  was  educated  at  the  city  schools 
and  the  Burlington  University,  was  appointed  Dep- 
uty Collector  of  United  States  Internal  Revenue  in 
1874,  which  position  he  still  holds,  is  also  eng.iged 
in  the  insurance  business,  and  was  married,  May 
29,  1883,  to  Miss  Jessie  Garrett,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Garrett,  Esq.,  of  Burlington;  Minnie  Webb 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  j-ears;  Charles  E.,  born 
Jan.  14,  1863,  was  educated  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
and  is  the  present  assistant  purchasing  agent  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  at  Omaha,  Neb.; 
Eunice  A.,  the  only  surviving  daughter,  resides 
with  her  father  at  Burlington.  Mrs.  Phelps,  who 
was  an  estimable  Christian  lady,  died  March  27, 
1883. 


I EV.  CHARLES DEWITT  TRUMBULL,  pas- 
tor of  the  Reform  Church  at  Morning  Sun, 
Iowa,  is  a  native  of  East  Craftsburg.  Orleans 
^)Co.,  Vt.,  l)orn  Aprd  4,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Laura  (Dunbar)  Trumbull,  both  of  whom 
are  of   the  same  State,  the  former  born  Sc[)t,   15, 


1800,  the  latter,  March  17,  1811.  The  family  re- 
moved from  Craftsburg,  Vt.,  to  Georgeville,  Can- 
ada, in  1 841 ,  and  from  there  to  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
in  1851.  John  Trumbull  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  was  one  of  the  first  to  espouse  the  cause_ 
of  the  slaves,  being  early  known  as  an  Abolitionist, 
by  which  name  he  was  never  ashamed  to  be  called. 
For  j-ears  his  house  was  a  sUition  on  the  famous 
'•underground  railroad,"  and  many  a  jioor  negro,  es- 
caping from  bondage,  found  there  a  place  of  rest, 
and  was  assisted  in  making  his  way  to  a  fi'ee  coun- 
try. The  family  consisted  of  five  children :  Charles 
D.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Augustus  G.,  senior 
partner  of  the  firm  of  Trumbull,  Reynolds  &  Allen, 
dealers  in  agricultural  implements,  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  Helen  M.,  wife  of  James  F.  True,  of  Newman, 
Jeffei'son  Co.,  Kan. ;  and  James  S.,  who  died  Aug. 
18,  1880.  at  the  age  of  thirty-sis.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trumbull  were  both  members  of  the  Reform  Pres- 
b3^terian  Church,  and  gave  liberally  to  its  support. 
The  former  died  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  in  the 
month  of  August,  1874,  and  the  latter  in  August, 
1876. 

While  yet  residing  in  Canada  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  attended  common  schools,  and  on  his  removal 
toNorthwood,  Logan  Co.,  Ohio,  he  entered  Geneva 
College,  where  he  remained  until  his  senior  j'ear.  It 
was  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  children  good 
educations  that  John  Trumbull  removed  his  family 
to  Northwood,  the  college  there  being  well  con- 
ducted and  under  the  control  of  the  Covenanter 
Church.  Leaving  Geneva  College,  Charles  Trum- 
bull entered  Jefferson  College,  at  Cannonsburg,  Pa., 
from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  1858.  For  the 
two  years  following  he  was  a  teacher  and  Assistant 
Principal  in  Geneva  College.  Having  an  earnest 
desire  to  enter  the  ministry,  he  began  the  study  of 
theologj'  while  yet  a  teacher,  reciting  privately  to  his 
pastor.  Rev.  William  Milroy.  In  November,  1860, 
he  entered  the  theological  seminary  of  the  Reform 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  Allegheny,  Pa.,  and  finished 
his  study  of  the  ministrj'  in  March,  1863,  being 
licensed  to  preach  bj'  the  Lakes  Presbytery  on  the 
21st  of  April  following.  Rev.  Trumbull  began  his 
pastoral  work  at  the  Reform  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Linn  Grove.  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  and  was  or- 
dained by  the  Iowa  Presbyteiy  Jan.  29, 1864.     For 
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eleven  j-eai's  lie  ministered  to  that  congregation 
and  April  1,  1S74,  vesigned,  accepting  a  call  from 
the  church  at  Morning  .Sun,  being  installed  April 
14,  1874,  as  its  pastor,  and  has  since  been  in  charge 
of  this  work.  At  the  lime  when  he  entered  upon 
his  duties  the  membership  amounted  to  only  about 
fifty,  but  since  there  has  been  added  to  the  church 
203  members,  130  of  whom  have  either  died  or 
moved  away,  leaving  the  present  membership  119. 

While  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  theological 
school  in  Allegheny,  Mr.  Trumbull  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Miss  Mary  SprouU,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Sproull,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  then  Professor  of 
Theologj'.  The  acquaintance  ripened  into  love,  and 
they  were  united  in  marriage  June  8.  1864.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children,  two  sons 
and  four  daughters — Thomas  S. ,  Laura  A.,  Lena 
W.,  Mary  H.,  John  C.  and  Lois  A. 

In  addition  to  his  ministerial  labors,  Mr.  Trum- 
bull has  been  an  occasional  contributor  to  the  vari- 
ous publications  of  the  church,  several  of  his  ser- 
mons being  found  in  the  church  magazines.  He  has 
also  contributed  a  number  of  articles  of  historic 
value,  and  as  Chairman  of  several  boards  and  com- 
mittees, he  has  rendered  efficient  service.  In  1878 
he  was  unanimously  elected  Moderator  of  the  S3'nod, 
the  highest  position  of  the  Reform  Presbyterian 
Church.  Few  men  enjoy  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  the  people,  both  as  a  minister  and  as  a  citizen, 
more  than  Rev.  C.  D.  Trumbull.  For  a  quarter  of 
a  century  he  has  been  pastor  of  the  Reform  Pres- 
bj'terian  Church  at  Morning  Sun  and  its  sister 
church  at  Linn  Grove,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
that  in  that  time  he  has  made  many  warm  friends 
both  in  and  out  of  the  church,  and  many  he  has 
brought  into  the  Kingdom. 

fiHORNTON  L.  DELASHMUTT,a  prominent 
and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Union  Township, 
Des  Moines  County,  residing  on  section  5, 
was  born  in  Tyler  County,  W.  Va.,  March  1,  1825, 
and  is  a  son  of  E.  N.  and  Susan  Delashniutt,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  E.  N. 
Delashmutt,  accompanied  by  his  famil}',  migrated 
to  this  county  in  1835,  and  has  always  been  one  of 


its  prominent  and  leading  citizens,  though  for  the 
past  twenty  years  he  has  been  blind,  the  affliction 
being  caused  from  exposure  while  serving  in  the 
Graybeard  Regiment  of  Iowa.  Our  subject  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county,  and 
his  whole  life  has  been  spent  upon  a  farm.  Being 
the  oldest  son  the  management  of  the  farm  devolved 
upon  him.  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  practical  and 
well-to-do  farmers  of  the  county.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two  and  a  half  years  spent  in  California,  he 
has  never  been  a  resident  of  any  count}'  but  Ues 
Moines  since  1 835. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1855,  when  thirty  years 
of  age,  Mr.  Delashmutt  left  the  parental  roof  to 
make  a  home  for  himself.  On  that  day  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Isabella  Delapp,  a  native 
of  Illinois,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  the  remaining  child, 
Albert,  is  now  engaged  in  farming  on  section  35, 
Canaan  Township.  Henry  Co.,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Delash- 
mntt.  who  w.as  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
died  April  8. 1858,  and  he  was  again  united  in  mar- 
riage, with  Caroline  E.  Baker,  a  native  of  Iowa.  By 
this  union  one  child  was  born,  Elsworth,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  on  section  35,  Canaan  Town- 
ship, Henry  Co.,  Iowa.  On  the  27th  of  January, 
18G2.  the  second  wife  was  called  to  her  final  home, 
and  Fell.  19, 1863,  Mr.  Delashmutt  was  again  united 
in  marriage.  Miss  Ellen  J.  Shaw  becoming  his  wife, 
bhe  was  liorn  in  Miami,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
William  Shaw,  who  died  in  that  city,  Two  chil- 
dren grace  this  union — llattie  B.  and  Fannie.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Delashmutt  have  given  their  children  a 
good  education,  and  their  daughter  Hattie  has 
great  musical  talent,  and  is  a  very  successful  music 
teacher.  Mrs.  Delashmutt  is  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
bj-terian  Church,  and  Mr.  Delashmutt,  though  not 
a  member  of  any  Church,  contributes  liberally  to 
their  support,  and  also  to  the  other  institutions  and 
enterprises  which  are  of  public  benefit.  Mr.  De- 
lashmutt's  first  purchase  of  land  consisted  of  140 
acres,  but  from  lime  to  time  he  has  added  to  that 
until  he  now  has  332  acres,  besides  having  given 
320  acres  to  his  sons  in  Henry  County.  He  has 
made  all  he  has  by  his  own  efforts,  perseverance 
and  indubtrj',  his  ou\y  start  in  life  being  forty  acres 
given  him   by  his  father.     Practicallj-,  he  is  a  self- 


■^^ 


578 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


made  mnn,  and  one  who  has  performed  his  part  in 
liie  up-buililing  of  the  county.  Upon  l\is  farm  may 
be  found  a  fine  grade  of  Short-horned  cattle.  Po- 
land-China hogs  and  Morgan  and  Hanibletonian 
horses.  Mr.  Dclashniutt  has  filled  almost  all  of  the 
township  offices,  and  is  one  of  the  honored  and  re- 
spected citizens  of  the  county.  I'olitically,  he  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  and  strongly  advocates  the 
principles  of  that  party. 

A   portrait  of  this  honored  pioneer  will  be  found 
upon  page  57G. 


"T" 


■^  AMES  A.  ANDERSON,  a  prominent  fruit 
grower  residing  on  section  30,  Burlington 
Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
(^)j  Carrollton,  Ky.,  Nov.  1,  1834,  and  is  ason  of 
Selh  and  Emilj'  (Goddard)  Anderson,  the  father  a 
native  of  Kentuckj-,  the  mother  of  Maryland.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children :  John  F.,  a 
farmer  near  Salem.  Ore. ;  l\Iatilda  A.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years,  and  our  subject.  The  two 
former  were  born  in  Des  Moines  County.  Seth  An- 
derson, with  his  wife  and  son  James,  came  to  this 
county  in  the  spring  of  18.36,  in  company  with  the 
family  of  William  Garrett.  They  resided  near  the 
Cascade  for  one  year,  Mr.  Anderson  afterward  en- 
tering 160  acres  on  section  30,  where  our  subject 
now  resides.  Seth  Anderson  only  lived  about  two 
years  after  coming  to  Des  Moines  County,  his  death 
occurring  in  1838.  He  was  a  public-spirited  man, 
always  doing  his  share  in  public  enterprises.  His 
widow  subsequently  married  Comfort  Peck,  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Martin  Ryarson,  a  far- 
mer of  Union  Tovvnshi]),  and  mother  of  two  children 
— Paul  and  Edna;  Hubert  C.  wedded  Ellen  Kyle, 
a  native  of  Mercer  County,  111.,  and  two  sons  were 
born  to  them ;  Ray  Clarence  is  a  farmer  in  Bur- 
lington Township.  Mrs.  Peck  is  yet  living,  .and 
resides  in  Burlington  Township.  She  has  been  a  life- 
long member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  an  active  worker  for  her  Master. 

At  about  the  age  of  twenty-three  our  subject 
began  the  biittle  of  life  for  himself,  and  well  has 
this  battle  been   fought.     Always  industrious,    he 


soon  gave  his  attention  to  fruit-growing,  and  is  now 
extensively  engaged  in  raising  fruit  and  garden 
products.  About  the  year  1843  he  and  his  mother 
made  a  trip  to  Mississippi,  visitingthere  until  184.5, 
when  they  returned  to  this  county,  and  in  1846-47 
they  traveled  through  Arkansas.  In  the  fall  of 
1 849  the  house  that  afterward  became  the  home  of 
Mr.  Anderson  was  erected.  The  timber  composing 
the  house  is  oak  and  hickory,  and  the  roof  is 
made  of  shaved  jiine  shingles.  But  little  does  the 
present  generation  know  of  the  privations  and  toils 
which  made  up  the  life  of  the  pioneer  settler.  In- 
dians were  numerous  in  this  part  of  the  cf)untry  at 
that  time.  Where  once  was  unbroken  timber,  now, 
as  far  as  the  ej'e  can  see,  stretch  broad,  cultiv.ated 
farms,  the  trees  being  felled  in  the  daytime,  and  the 
brush  burned  at  night.  The  flowery  path  of  knowl- 
edge was  untrodden  in  those  days,  the  little  education 
received  being  obtained  under  great  disadvantages. 
Mr.  Anderson  attended  the  log  school-house,  with 
its  slab  seats,  puncheon  floors  and  huge  fireplace. 
The  boys  in  those  dajs  were  compelled  to  rise  be- 
fore daylight,  saw  logs  until  school  time,  then  run 
to  school,  back  again  at  night,  sawing  logs  until 
dark,  when  the  chores  li.ad  to  be  done,  and  then  after 
supper  shell  corn  until  10  or  11  o'clock. 

Mr.  Anderson,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1861, 
w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Vertz, 
who  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  Pa.,  April  26, 
1839,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Mary 
(Wheeling)  Vertz,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  Four  children  have  been  born  to 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson :  Virginia,  born 
Aug.  16,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  Albert  P.  Harvey,  a 
resident  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Alice  M. ;  Frank  B.,  born  in  1863,  married 
Miss  Rickey  iliddleman,  a  native  of  Germany; 
Horace  C,  born  Feb.  19,  1865,  wedded  Miss  Nellie 
Vance,  a  native  of  Des  Moines  County,  and  resides 
in  Scranton,  Pa.;  Lilian  E.,  born  March  7,  1870,  is 
still  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  both  members  of  the 
INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  al- 
w.ays  been  an  active  woikcr.  His  life  is  worthy  of 
commendation,  and  one  that  the  young  men  of  to- 
day would  do  well  to  follow.  With  scarcely  any 
early  advantages,  he  has  yet  gained   an  honorable 
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place  in  the  business  world,  and  his  rank  in  tiie 
social  world  is  as  high.  In  his  temperance  princi- 
ples he  is  firm,  having  never  used  tobacco  in  any 
way,  and  as  much  can  be  said  of  his  use  of  liquors. 
Tills  is  a  record  any  one  might  be  proud  to  possess, 
and  such  a  legacj'  given  to  the  children  is  more 
priceless  than  gold.  Mr.  Anderson  attributes  his 
good  health  to  his  temperate  habits;  during  his 
whole  life  his  doctor  bills  only  amount  to  ^5.  Po- 
litically, in  early  life  he  was  a  Whig,  but  since  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  has  been  an 
earnest  advocate  of  its  princi[)les.  Mr.  Anderson 
has  witnessed  the  many  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  Des  Moines  County,  and  as  a  pioneer,  a  gen- 
tleman, and  a  respected  citizen,  we  are  pleased  to 
place  the  record  of  his  life  on  the  pages  of  one  of 
Iowa's  best  counties. 


-♦••F- 


■^^  NDREW  COREY,  baker  and  confectioner, 
#£j|  No.  711  North  Sixth  street,  Burlington, 
i&  Iowa,  was  born  in  Sweden,  May  11,  1838, 
and  came  with  his  father.  Swan  Corej-,  to 
America  in  about  1846,  and  to  Burlington  in  1852. 
The  father  later  removed  to  Jefferson  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm,  and  there  died  in  1884. 
Andrew  Corey,  our  subject,  came  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  in  1852,  and  here  was  apprenticed  to  the 
trade  of  a  baker,  with  Treat  &  Rankin.  In  18G3 
he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  foreman  in  Wood- 
man's bakery,  one  of  the  largest  institutions  of  the 
city  before  the  fire.  He  was  a  witness  of  that 
awful  fire  which  raged  over  the  city,  destroying 
both  property  and  life,  leaving  many  homeless  and 
friendless.  Woodman's  factory  being  destroyed, 
Mr.  Corey  was  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  so 
began  business  for  himself  on  the  West  Side,  which 
he  prosecuted  until  1877,  then  being  obliged  to 
leave  on  account  of  poor  health.  Going  to  Denver, 
Col.,  but  not  finding  any  satisfactory  employment, 
he  returned  to  Burlington,  and  has  since  made  his 
home  in  this  city. 

In  1867,  in  Chicago,  Mr.  Corey  was  joined  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Susan  Burne,  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  b^'  this  union  there  are  two  children — Bertha 


J.  and  Harr^'  B.  Mr.  Corey  is  a  standi  Repub- 
lican, anil  is  a  man  highly  respected  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  resides.  He  has  one  brother  who  is 
now  a  resident  of  Jefferson  County',  Iowa,  who 
fought  in  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes  with  credit 
to  himself  and  the  cause  he  advocated. 

^^EORGE  BOSCH,  residing  at  No.  612  South 
ill  g— ^  Main  street,  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
^^^1  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  Germanj',  Jan. 
5,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Catherine  (Joos) 
Bosch,  who  had  two  other  children:  John  G.,  a 
brewer,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  Margaret,  who  j'et 
resides  in  her  native  land.  The  two  brotiiers  were 
the  only  members  of  the  family  who  came  to 
America,  the  parents  both  dying  at  their  old  home, 
where  they  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
According  to  the  custom  of  the  church,  the  children 
were  all  baptized  in  infancy,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
were  oaught  the  faith  and  belief  of  the  church,  and 
at  fourteen  were  taken  into  full  fellowship,  being 
allowed  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  after  the 
confirmation.  As  required  by  the  laws  of  Germany, 
our  subject  went  to  school  from  the  age  of  seven 
to  fourteen,  and  after  completing  this  course  was 
apprenticed  to  the  cabinet-maker's  trade,  serving  a 
term  of  two  years.  Being  a  natural  mechanic,  he 
soon  learned  the  trade,  and  his  work  being  trans- 
mitted to  the  Board  of  Examiners  and  standing  the 
test,  he  was  allowed  to  go  as  a  journeyman.  Pro- 
ceeding to  Stuttgart,  Mr.  Bosch  had  charge  of  some 
verj'  fine  work,  and  there  mastered  drawing  and 
mathematics.  In  1843  he  was  drafted  into  the 
army,  serving  five  and  a  half  years,  three  of  which 
were  in  active  duty  in  the  cavalry. 

Having  saved  enough  money  while  in  the  service 
to  pay  his  passage  to  America,  Mr.  Bosch  set  sail 
for  New  York,  arriving  at  his  destination  in  Octo- 
ber. 1848,  in  time  to  witness  the  election  of  that 
j'ear.  He  then  proceeded  directly  to  Chicago, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  spring  of 
1850,  when,  with  a  cousin,  he  went  to  Naperville, 
there  taking  charge  of  a  brewery  until  the  following 
spring.  Going  to  Burlington,  Mr.  Bosch  began  the 
breweiy   trade   with  his  cousin,  and   in  connection 
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rectifyiiiij  ^iiies.  also  making  vinegar  from  high 
winos.  The  builfling  which  they  occupied  is  where 
the  broom  factor^'  is  now  sitnateri,  and  there  they 
carried  on  the  business  until  1853,  when  a  new 
Iniilding  was  erected.  Their  business  increased 
as  the  city  grew,  but  in  1871  a  fire  occurred,  which 
caused  them  to  lose  about  $10,000  worth  of  stock, 
and  on  account  of  the  great  fire  in  Ciiicago,  which 
occurred  five  d.a3's  later,  they  were  able  to  collect 
but  a  small  part  of  the  insurance,  thereby  sustain- 
ing a  loss  of  $30,000.  Again  rebuilding,  the  busi- 
ness was  continued  until  1881,  the  establishment 
then  being  sold  to  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad,  the  brother  renting  of  the  comijany  and 
our  subject  acting  as  corresponding  secretary  and 
book-keeper. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1852,  George  Bosch 
and  Caroline  Merlz  were  united  in  marriage.  She 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America  with 
her  parents  and  four  brothers,  the  former  h.aving 
since  departed  this  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bosch  have 
been  the  parents  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom 
died  in  infancy:  Ottilie,  residing  at  home;  Ame- 
lia is  the  wife  of  Adolf  Naumann,  head  book- 
keeper in  the  Bank  of  Minnesota,  and  a  resident 
of  St.  Paul;  Arthur  is  a  book-keejier  in  a  wholesale 
house  in  St.  Louis;  Leander,  first  assistant  cashier  in 
the  Bank  of  Minnesota,  at  St.  Paul,  and  Gertrude, 
residing  at  home,  is  an  artist  of  considerable  abil- 
ity. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bosch  have  taken  special  pride 
in  the  education  of  their  children,  thereb}'  fitting 
them  for  the  responsible  positions  they  now  hold. 
The  family  are  nearly  all  fine  musicians,  Leander 
being  able  to  play  on  six  different  instruments.  Mr. 
Bosch  has  filled  various  city  olHces.  and  in  1858 
w.as  elected  Alderman  from  the  Fourth  Ward. 

f|^_^  ENRY  H.  HAIOHT,  deceased,  one  of  the 
I'    )ll  leading  citizens  and  pioneers  of  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  of  1837,  was  born  in  Athens 
(!^)     County,  Ohio,  in   1827,  and  was  a  son  of 
James  and  Lydia  (Howard)  Ilaight,   who  were  na- 
tives of  New  York.    The  Haight  family  was  founded 
in  this  country  by  Simon  and  Susanna  Maigjit,  who 


were  natives  of  Northumberland  County,  England, 
and  came  to  America  with  the  early  Pilgrims  of 
Massachusetts,  settling  ten  miles  from  the  present 
site  of  Boston.  Moses  Haight  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1660,  and  from  him  the  direct  line  can  be 
traced.  His  son  Aaron  was  born  in  Connecticut 
in  1700,  and  his  son,  also  named  Aaron,  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  born  in  1740.  Aaron  Haight, 
Jr.,  was  the  father  of  Cornelius,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1782,  and  his  son  James  was  the  father  of  our 
subject.  James  Haight  went  to  Athens  County,  Ohio, 
in  1816,  and  there  married  Mrs.  Lydia  (Howard) 
Fulton,  who  was  born  in  1802.  Mr.  FLaight  was  bf)rn 
in  1801.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Henry  H.,  our  subject;  Daniel,  a  merchant  of  Cres- 
cent City,  Cal. ;  Minerva,  wife  of  Harry  Burbank, 
a  stock-dealer  of  Pine  Citj',  W.  T. ;  Philip  and 
Eliza  died  in  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haight 
were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Jn  the  year  1837,  James  Haight  with  his  family 
emigrated  from  Ohio  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1850,  in  compau}'  with  our 
subject,  with  ox-teams,  made  an  overland  trip  to 
California.  They  remained  in  that  State  until  the 
fall  of  1851,  when  they  returned  home,  and  in  the 
spring  of  the  following  year  James  Haight  removed 
his  family  to  Del  Norte  County,  Cal.,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring 
in  1879. 

Our  subject  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county 
in  1837,  when  but  a  lad  of  ten  years,  and  here  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  received  such  educational 
advantages  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  new  country, 
and  when  twenty  years  of  age  was  united  in  mar- 
riage. By  that  union  seven  children  were  born, 
three  of  whom  were  sons,  namely :  George,  who 
now  resides  in  Furnas  County,  Neb.;  James  and 
John,  now  residents  of  Oakville,  Louisa  Co.,  Iowa. 
The  mother  of  these  children  dejiarted  this  life  in 
April,  1867,  and  Mr.  Haight  was  again  married, 
Sept.  4,  1872,  Miss  Margaret  Gibson  becoming  his 
wife.  .She  is  a  native  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizalieth  (Marlin)  Gibson, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  wIkj  came  to  Des  Moines 
County  in  1850.  Mrs.  (iibsou  died  in  1875,  at  the 
age  of  sixt3'-three  3'ears,  but  Mr.  Gibson  is  still  liv- 
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ing,  and  resides  in  Kingston,  Iowa.  Three  ciiildren 
grace  this  union — Martha,  Henry  and  Jessie. 

Mr.  Ilaight  was  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Des 
Moines  Count3-.  By  his  own  energy  and  industry'  he 
made  his  life  a  success  and  obtained  a  comfortable 
competency.  After  having  given  homes  to  all  his 
children  he  was  3'et  tiie  owner  of  1,300  acres  of 
land,  which  was  well  improved.  A  public-spirited 
man,  he  was  alwajs  ready  to -aid  in  the  advance- 
ment of  any  social,  educational  or  religious  move- 
ment. For  twenty-two  years  Mrs.  Haight  was  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Des  Moines  County, 
in  wliich  profession  she  was  very  successful,  and  manj' 
of  the  leading  men  of  the  county  were  instructed 
by  her.  Mr.  Haight  was  a  kind  father,  a  noble- 
hearted  man  and  an  honorable  citizen,  and  his  death 
was  greatly  felt  throughout  the  community.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  many  3'ears,  be- 
ing one  of  its  active  workers,  and  his  death  occnned 
Sept.  9,  1S87.  Mrs.  Haight,  who  is  a  most  estim- 
able lady,  is  still  living  upon  the  farm  on  section  1, 
Benton  Township. 

Henry  H.,  the  only  son  of  Henry  and  Margaret 
Haight,  born  Feb.  12,  187.5,  now  resides  with  his 
mother  on  the  old  homestead,  which  was  bequeathed 
to  liim  b)'  his  father.  He  will  doubtless  honor  the 
name  of  his  noble  father. 

■-^ ^^% 


tion  27,  Danville  Township,  Des  Moines 
Co.,  Jowa,  was  born  in  Lenawee  Countj-, 
^pMich.,  Nov.  22,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Mary  A.  (Whiteneck)  Tomes.  James  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  but  grew  to  manhood  in 
Seneca  County-,  N.  Y.,  where  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Whiteneck  was  celebrated.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
the  young  couple  removed  to  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.,  probably  settling  there  about  1827,  and 
making  a  location  in  the  forest.  James  Tomes  was 
a  great  lover  of  the  chase,  a  sportsman  whose  rifle 
brought  down  great  quantities  of  game,  with  which 
that  new  country  abounded ;  in  fact  that  was  the 
inducement  that  led  to  their  emigration.  Exposure, 
however,  brought  on  illness  which  terminated  fa- 
tally, and  James  Tomes  was  buried  wiien  our  sub- 


ject was  a  lad  three  jears  of  ago.  He  w.ts  the 
father  of  five  children,  of  whom  Reuben  was  the 
youngest;  Ann  died  unmarried;  David,  Richard, 
Rachel  and  Reuben.  After  the  death  of  the  father 
the  mother  returned  to  New  York,  and  the  children 
were  cared  for  by  relatives  of  the  family,  thus 
becoming  separated  until  ail  trace  of  them  is  lost. 
Rachel  married  Edwin  Fostei.  carpenter,  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  but  the^^  removed  tc  Girard.  Branch  Co., 
Mich.,  where  she  died,  leaving  three  children — Will- 
iam, Ro^f.  and  Reuben.  Mrs.  Tomes  was  again 
married,  her  second  husband  being  Henry  Guelick, 
of  Lodi,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.  Thej'  became  parents 
of  one  son,  Henry,  who  was  perhaps  fifteen  years 
of  age  when  his  mother  died,  and  he  went  to  Ore- 
gon with  relatives,  though  all  trace  of  him  is  now 
lost. 

Reuben  Tomes,  our  subject,  was  twelve  years  of 
age  when  his  uncle,  also  of  that  name,  and  with 
whom  he  was  reared,  removed  from  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  the  new  State  of  Iowa,  settling  in  this 
county  in  184G,  upon  a  piece  of  rented  land,  mak- 
ing, however,  a  purchase  of  the  tract  now  owned 
113- our  subject  in  1848,  upon  which  both  himself 
and  wife  lived  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
They  had  no  children  of  their  own,  and  their  love 
and  care  were  given  to  Reuben  from  his  fifth  year  as 
long  as  the}'  lived.  Work  in  the  new  country  was 
plentiful,  and  the  farm  upon  which  Mr.  Tomes  now 
lives  was  a  barren  tract  of  prairie  land,  which  his 
plow  turned  over  acre  by  acre.  Reuben,  Jr.,  broke 
most  of  the  soil  with  two  yoke  of  cattle,  but  .as  the 
months  and  j'ears  went  b_v  ail  was  put  in  the  finest 
condition,  and  the  uncle  and  aunt  lived  to  see  the 
town  of  Danville  with  its  stores  and  churches,  and 
its  railroads  carrying  freight  almost  i)ast  their  doors. 
Their  first  house  still  stands,  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  the  chestnut  trees  in  front  of  the  farm- 
house were  grown  from  seed  which  was  planted  b^' 
Reuben  and  his  wife.  Both  re.iched  a  ripe  age,  he 
eighty,  she  eightj'-four  years.  Their  deaths  oc- 
curred within  ten  days  of  each  other,  in  March, 
188L 

When  twenty-one  years  of  age  Reuben  Tomes 
began  life  for  himself  as  a  miller,  having  a  situation 
in  a  sawmill,  and  two  jears  later  he  went  to  Ne- 
braska, securing  a  similar  position  in  Childs  &  Mc- 
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Cassle's  mills  ne.ar  Bellevne,  later  renting  another 
mill,  anil  while  this  was  uperated  fine  wages  were 
earned.  In  November  of  that  year  he  returned  home 
and  tried  farming  for  one  year,  making,  as  he  says, 
'•  m3-  boaid.  which  Shoemaker  lost,"  but  the  wet  sea- 
son mined  their  crop  and  they  harvested  no  corn.  In 
1850  Sir.  Tomes  returned  to  JNlichigan  on  a  visit  to 
his  sister  Rachel,  and  while  there  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  with  his  brother-in-law.  In  1862, 
returning  to  Iowa,  he  woiked  the  homestead  on 
shares  one  season,  then  rented  a  sawmill  in  Pleasant 
Grove  Township,  operating  it  for  two  3'ears,  after- 
ward becoming  the  i)roi)rietor,  in  jjartnership  with 
Marion  Carter,  remaining  in  that  occupation  until 
after  his  marriage.  Having  changed  partners  in 
the  mill,  the  firm  was  then  known  ns  Tomes  &  Snel- 
son,  and  two  years  later  Mr.  Tomes  purchased  the 
other  interest,  and  owned  the  proi)erty  until   1875. 

Reuben  Tomes  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Frances  Chase,  July  1,  1867,  and  their  domestic 
life  was  begun  and  continued  for  a  number  of 
years  at  the  old  mill  site  in  Pleasant  Grove  Town- 
ship. Mer  parents,  Kimball  and  Emily  (Guy)  Chase, 
caine  from  Catt.iraugus  Count}',  N.  Y.,  to  Iowa  in 
183G,  settling  in  Des  Moines  County,  on  land  now 
within  the  city  limits  of  Burlington.  Mr.  Chase 
was  a  farmer  and  saw-yer,  and  remained  a  resident 
of  Des  Moines  County  for  a  long  time,  then,  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  he  reinoved  to  Henry  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  died  at  the  residence  of  his  daugh- 
ter. Hannah  Chamberlain,  Oct.  3,  1887.  Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Chase  were  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Abigail,  deceased  wife  of  Edward  .Jackson,  a  far- 
mer residing  at  Sperry,  Iowa;  Laura,  wife  of  J.  E. 
McAllister,  of  Rice  County,  Kan. ;  Hannah,  wife 
of  M.  D.  Chamberlain;  and  Mrs.  Tomes.  James, 
the  ehlest  son,  died  from  disease  in  the  army.  He 
belonged  to  Company  B,  25th  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
died  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  St.  Louis.  Charles  and 
his  j'oungest  sister,  Kate,  died  in  childhood.  There 
are  none  left  to  inherit  the  Chase  name,  but  the 
family  were  not  only  early  settlers,  but  weie  well 
known  to  most  of  the  pioneers. 

In  1870  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tomes  came  to  the  home- 
stead and  took  charge  of  the  farm,  the  aged  uncle 
and  aunt  making  their  home  with  them  during  their 
remaining  years.     Two  children,   Guy   and    Mary, 


were  born  to  Reuben  and  Frances  Tomes,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  this  county,  as  was  also  their 
mother,  and  both  are  j-et  at  home.  ]\Ir.  Tomes  has 
been  an  official  of  Pleasant  Grove  .and  Danville 
Townships  for  a  number  of  terms.  In  the  former 
he  was  twice  Township  Clerk,  Treasurer  of  the 
School  Board  two  years,  was  twice  Assessor  of  Dan- 
ville Township,  and  Secretary  of  the  School  Board 
several  years,  being  the  present  incumbent.  He  was 
the  heir  of  his  deceased  uncle,  Reuben  Tomes,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  overlooking 
the  village  of  Danville.  Mrs.  Tomes  was  a  teacher 
for  several  years  prior  to  her  marriage,  havnig 
taught  several  terms  in  Washington  and  Yellow- 
Spring  Townships. 


-^#=^^^-»-^ 


'HOMAS  HEDGE,  attorney-at-law,  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  was  born  in  that  city,  June 
24,  1844.  His  father,  Thom.is  Hedge,  Sr., 
was  a  pioneer  of  Des  Moines  County  of  1836.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Burr  Iilldridge. 
Both  were  natives  of  Yarmouth,  Mass.,  were  of  old 
New  England  families  and  of  Jlnglish  origin.  The 
first  member  of  the  Hedge  family  who  emigrated 
to  America  was  Capt.  William  Hedge,  who  came  in 
1638,  and  settled  in  Yarmouth,  Mass.  The  mater- 
nal side  of  the  house  also  dates  hack  the  history  of 
its  establishment  in  America  to  the  days  of  the 
Puritans. 

Thomas  Hedge,  Jr.,  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  then  took 
a  preparatory  course  at  Philips  Academy,  Andover, 
Mass.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1861.  The 
following  year  he  entered  Yale  College  as  a  student, 
but  w.as  interrupted  in  his  course  of  study  by  the 
late  war,  and  enlisted  in  the  106th  New  York  In- 
fantry. He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Second  Lieu- 
tenant and  served  one  3'ear.  Returning  once  more 
to  school,  he  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1  867,  and  afterward  became  a  student  of  the  Colum- 
bia Lavv  School  of  New  York  City,  completing  the 
course  in  1869.  He  returned  at  once  to  Burling- 
ton and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  as  a 
clerk  in  the  office  of  P.  Henry  Smyth,  of  that  city. 
For  the  past  ten  years  Mr.  Hedge  has  been  in  part- 
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nersliip  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Blytlie,  tlie  present  solicitor 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad, 
unilcr  the  firm  name  of  Herlge  &  Bl3rthe. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1873,  Mr.  Hedge  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary  Frances  Cook,  daugh- 
ter of  Hon.  Lyman  Cook,  of  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Four  children  were  born  of  their  union,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters :  Thomas,  born  Sept.  27,  1 874 ; 
Lyman  Cook,  Jan.  16,  1877;  Anna  Louise,  Dec.  6, 
1882,  and  Honr}'  Lorrain,  June  15,  1885.  Mr. 
Hedge  is  an  earnest  Republican  in  his  political  senti- 
ments, is  a  most  excellent  law^'er,  and  has  the  respect 
of  all  who  know  him. 

C.  HARPER,  grain  and  coal  dealer,  of 
y_  Mediapolis,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Ohio,  March  2,  1832,  and  is  a  son 
of  William  and  Sarah  II.  (Campbell)  Har- 
per, the  former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of 
Kentucky.  William  Harper  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  July  12,  1803,  and  was  a  son  of  William 
and  Nancy  (Ferris)  Harper,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Berkeley  County,  Va.,  the  father  being 
of  Irish  descent,  the  mother  of  Scotch.  AVilliam, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  county,  and  was  there  married  to  Sarah  II. 
Campbell,  in  1825.  Making  that  their  home  for 
twenty  years,  they  then  removed  to  Des  Moines 
County  in  October,  1845,  when  our  subject  was  a 
lad  of  but  thirteen  years.  Settling  in  Yellow 
Spring  Township,  Sir.  Harper  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  partly  improved  land,  upon  which  he  lived 
until  his  death,  being  called  to  his  final  rest  Ma}' 
12,  1851,  when  fort^'-eight  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Harper,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  May 
5,  1806,  and  is  still  residing  at  Mediapolis  with  her 
daughter.  Mis.  Heizer.  This  worthy  couple  had  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  four  of  whom  reside  in 
this  county:  Our  subject;  Nancy,  wife  of  William 
Husted,  a  resident  of  Yellow  Spring  Township; 
Louisa,  the  widow  of  Henry  Heizer,  living  in  Me- 
diapolis; and  Harriet,  wife  of  John  R.  Hutchcroft, 
a  resident  farmer  of  Yellow  Spring  Township. 

For  over  forty-two  years  II.  C.  Harper  has  been 
a  resident  of  Yellow  S|>ring   Township.     He  was 


reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation at  the  district  school,  and  after  the  death  of 
his  father  took  charge  of  the  farm,  the  whole  care 
of  his  mother  and  the  younger  children  devolving 
upon  him.  On  the  23d  of  January,  1861,  Mr. 
Harper  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  J.  Stahl, 
a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Fairfield 
County,  and  a  daughter  of  B.  F.  Stahl,  now  re- 
siding in  Mediapolis,  of  whom  a  history  is  given 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Shortly  after  their  mar- 
riage the  j'oung  couple  began  their  domestic  life  on 
a  farm  on  section  13  of  Yellow  Spring  Township. 
This  farm  had  previously  been  purchased,  in  1854, 
by  Mr.  Harper,  it  being  120  acres  in  extent,  and 
there  this  worthy  couple  passed  a  quarter  of  a 
century  of  happy  married  life.  The  farm  was 
rented  in  1886,  the  family  removing  to  Mediapolis, 
where  Mr.  Harper  engaged  in  the  coal  and  grain 
business,  also  keeping  a  full  line  of  agricultural 
implements  in  their  season. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harper  have  been  the  parents  of 
three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter :  William 
E.  is  now  engaged  in  the  harness  business  at  Medi- 
polis;  Benjamin  F.  resides  at  home  and  is  his 
father's  assistant;  Mary  L.,  the  only  daughter,  died 
when  but  fifteen  months  old.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Politically', 
Mr.  Hai'per  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican 
part}',  and  has  held  various  township  offices.  He 
and  his  family  are  highly  respected  in  the  community 
where  they  reside,  and  are  numbered  among  Des 
Moines  County's  best  citizens. 


JOSEPH  HANNUM,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  1,  Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines 
Co.,  Iowa,  is  descended  from  good  old 
Revolutionary  stock.  He  was  born  in 
Guernse}'  County,  Ohio,  July  2,  1842,  and  began 
his  school  life  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  having  gone  to 
that  city  with  his  father,  James  Ilannum,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  At 
the  age  of  nine  our  subject  became  a  resident  of 
Des  Moines  County,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  and  where  he  "  engaged  in  farming  until 
Oct.     10,    1861,    when     he     enlisted    in    the     14th 
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lowri  Iiif.-intrv  fi)r  tlireo  j'ears.  He  took  part  in 
all  the  eni;ngcnieiits  of  the  gallant  14th  luvva  from 
the  time  it  was  mustered  into  service  until  its  dis- 
charge Nov.  lo.  1864,  and  particii)ated  in  the 
battles  of  Ft.  Donelson.  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Pleasant 
Hills  and  many  oiliers.  Altlioiigh  but  a  3'outh,  he 
was  ready  and  willing  to  accept  the  trust  of  de- 
fending the  nation  from  its  foes  with  otiiers  of  the 
brave  boys  in  blue.  From  the  history  of  his  an- 
cestors, who  served  in  both  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  the  War  of  1812,  he  learned  the  lessons  of 
patriotism,  and  during  his  service  fought  nobly  in 
defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes  which  now  float  so 
proudly  over  our  united  nation. 

Returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Hannum  again  en- 
gaged in  his  life  occupation  of  farming,  and  on  the 
6th  of  May,  1878,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  C.  Robins,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  March  7,  1858,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Jane  (Holcorab)  Robins,  Her 
father  departed  this  life  in  1863,  and  her  mother  is 
a  resident  of  Winfield,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ilannum  have  been  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Harvey,  born  Sept.  1,  1881;  Jennie,  born  May  19, 
1883;  Finley,  born  March  7,  1885;  and  .Sarah, 
born  Aug.  11,  1886.  Mr.  Hannum  is  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  .Shepherd  Post  No.  157,  of  Medi- 
apolis,  and  in  politics  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Republican  partj'.  He  has  always  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  102 
acres  of  fine  land. 


"i|?  J.  HUNT,  M.  D.  Among  the  many  excel- 
lent physicians  of  Burlington,  none  stands 
higher  than  the  suliject  of  our  sketch,  who 
was  born  in  Ireland,  Sept.  1,  1847,  and  edu- 
cated in  Limerick,  in  the  academy  of  that  city. 
His  medical  education  was  had  at  the  Ro\'al  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Dublin,  graduating 
at  the  age  of  twenty -one.  Soon  after  receiving  his 
degree  he  was  employed  by  the  National  line  of 
steamers  plying  between  Liverpool  and  New  York. 
In  1867  he  came  to  America,  when  he  received  the 
appointment  of  Surgeon  in  the  5th  United  States 
Cavalry,  passing  a  strict  examination  before   the 


Medical  Board.  The  Doctor  was  stationed  at  Jack- 
sonboro,  Tex.,  remaining  in  the  service  until  May, 
1870,  when  he  located  in  Burlington,  where  he  has, 
by  strict  attention  to  business,  worked  up  a  practice 
he  can  well  be  proud  of. 

Dr.  Hunt  was  joined  in  wedlock,  Oct.  23,  1885, 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Pratt.  By  this  union  there  is  one 
child,  John  Devere.  Dr.  Hunt  is  a  man  of  fine  ad- 
dress, well  posted  in  his  profession  and  affairs  of 
the  country,  a  deep  thinker  and  close  observer.  He 
is  a  man  who  vvill  command  resi)ect  wherever  lie 
sroes. 


^ 
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R.  D.  McMillan  Marshall,  one  of  the 

prominent  practicing  physicians  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,was  born  in  Fairfield  County, 
S.  C,  Dec.  19,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of 
Alexander  and  Mary  (McMillan)  Marshall,  also 
natives  of  the  same  county.  Alexander  Marshall 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  received  a 
land  warrant  for  his  services.  He  w.as  the  father 
of  seven  children,  six  sons  and  a  daughter :  Robert, 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Henderson  County,  111.; 
Jane,  wife  of  Isaiah  J.  Brook,  of  Blue  Mound,  Kan. ; 
the  subject  of  our  sketch;  John,  a  farmer  of  Hen- 
derson County,  111.;  James,  also  a  farmer  residing 
in  the  same  county;  Hugh,  a  practicing  phj'sician 
of  Monmouth,  111.,  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical 
College,  Chicago;  and  William,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Biggsville,  111.  Alexander  Marshall  and  family 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Henderson  Count}', 
locating  there  in  1 837.  The  country  was  one  vast 
wilderness  and  their  nearest  neighbor  was  ten  miles 
away.  Here  he  made  his  claim  and  developed  a 
farm,  upon  which  he  and  his  good  wife  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Marshall  died  in 
April,  1864,  and  i\Irs.  Marshall  in  August,  1873. 
They  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  Old  School  Pres- 
byterians, but  after  coming  to  Illinois  they  joined 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  They  were  peo- 
ple highly  respected  for  their  honest  and  upright 
lives. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  Henderson  County, 
111.,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  entered  the  office 
of  Dr.  AVilliam  McMillan,  .an  uncle  at  Biggsville, 
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vpinaining  with  him  fcr  four  yenrs.  and  in  tiie  mean- 
time nttctuling  lectures  at  tlie  St.  Louis  Medical 
College.  He  com|)ieted  his  medical  studies,  receiv- 
ing his  degree  from  Rush  Medical  College,  of  Chi- 
cago, March  20,  1S56.  The  same  year  Dr.  Marshall 
settled  at  Warren,  Henderson  Co.,  III.,  remaining 
tiiere  until  1H74.  Th^it  year  lie  went  .South,  being 
the  year  <jf  the  cholera  epidemic.  On  returning  to 
the  North  he  settled  in  Builingtcjn,  Iowa,  where  he 
is  still  in  (iractice.  He  lias  been  practicing  for 
thirty-nine  years.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of 
the  Des  Moines  Medical  Association,  and  although 
on  the  shad}'  side  of  life  takes  an  active  interest  in 
his  profession. 

In  1852  Dr.  Marshall  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  Trimble,  a  (laughter  of  Alexander 
Trimble,  of  Henderson  Countj-,  III.  Mrs.  Marshall 
departed  this  life  in  1880.  She  was  a  sincere  Chris- 
tian, and  a  member  of  the  Old  School  Presb3'tcrian 
Church.  Politically,  Dr.  Marshall  is  an  out-spoken 
Democrat. 

On  the  preceding  page  will  be  found  an  excellent 
portrait  of  the  Doctor,  which  will  be  appreciated 
by  hundreds  of  the  good  people  of  Des  Moines 
County. 

j|/_^  ENRY  C.  BOWMAN,  a  farmer  and  dairy- 
•^^j]  man  residing  on  section  35,  Flint  River 
Township,  was  born  in  Lebanon  Count3\ 
Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Fannie  (Carman)  Bowman,  both  of  whom  were  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  died  in  Leb- 
anon County  in  Jul}',  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
the  county,  and  served  as  its  Sheriff  for  many  years. 
The  mother  is  still  a  resident  of  her  native  county, 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Lebanon  County,  and  then  fol- 
lowed the  shoemaking  trade  until  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com  pan  j-  A,  93d 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  in  October,  1861,  for  three 
years.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Williamsport,  Va. ;  Fair  Oaks,  seven  days'  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  Harrison  Lauding,  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  Antietam  and    Fredericksburg,   and    was 


with  Joe  Hooker  in  his  campaign,  and  then  returned 
to  the  old  camp  at  Fredericksburg.  Tliey  partici- 
j)ated  in  the  battle  of  Salem  Heights,  ^'a.,  May  3, 
1803;  Gettysburg,  Spottsylvania,  siege  of  Peters- 
burg. Charleston,  Winchester,  Flint  Hill,  Fisher's 
Hill  and  Cedar  River.  In  several  battles  Mr.  Bow- 
man was  scarred  by  rebel  bullets,  and  on  the  25lli 
of  March,  18G5,  received  a  shell  wound  in  the  right 
thigh.  The  term  of  .service  having  ex|)ired  the  regi- 
ment re-enlisted  at  Harper's  Ferry  in  February, 
1804,  serving  until  llie  close  of  the  war.  For  four 
yeais  and  eleven  months  Mr.  Bowman  fought 
bravely  and  faithfully  in  defense  of  the  stars  and 
stripes,  and  was  then  ilischarged  in  July,  18C5. 

Returning  to  Lebanon  Ccninty.  Pa.,  during  that 
fall  Mr.  Bowman  went  into  the  oil  regions  and  fol- 
lowed teaming  until  the  spring  of  18C0,  when,  hav- 
ing decided  to  come  West,  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Des  Moines  County,  renting  a  farm  for  a  year. 
Selling  his  crops  he  went  to  Kansas  Citj',  where  he 
remained  for  one  3'ear  engaged  in  freighting  from 
tliat  cit}'  to  Ft.  Scott.  The  following  year  he  came 
once  more  to  Burlington,  anil  in  1809  he  returned 
to  Kansas  City  in  order  to  sell  a  lot  of  liorses  whicli 
he  had  purchased.  Disposing  of  his  stock  he  again 
I'eturned  in  the  fall,  and  began  working  for  his 
uncle,  Charles  M.  Garnian,  buying  horses  which  he 
drove  to  Kansas  to  sell. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1872.  Mr.  Bowman 
w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  Sperber, 
who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  County,  May  1,  1850, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Issinger) 
Sperber,  both  of  >»'hom  were  natives  of  Germany. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sperber  were  among  the  very  earliest 
pioneers  of  Des  Moines  County,  becoming  residents 
when  there  was  but  one  little  log  cabin  on  tlie  site 
where  the  now  populous  city  of  Burlington  stands. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sperber  continued  to  make  Des 
Moines  County  their  home  until  1886,  when  the 
death  of  Mr.  Sperber  occurred,  at  the  age  of  sixt}'- 
eight  years.  Mrs.  Sperber  is  yet  a  resident  of  Union 
Township.  Three  child I'en  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bowman — AV^illiam,  Harry  and  Mollie. 
Shortly  aft^r  his  marriage  Mr.  Bowman  went  to 
work  for  Iowa  Smith,  and  in  1873  purchased  the 
Hupp  dairy,  which  was  situated  where  the  railroad 
shops  now  stand.   In  1877  he  removed  to  the  Pearce 
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farm,  and  in  the  year  1881  purchased  a  tract  of 
eighty-four  acres  of  land  on  section  35,  Flint  River 
Township,  where  he  still  continues  to  reside.  On 
this  land  he  started  the  H.  C.  Bowman  dairy.  He 
has  forty-four  head  of  fine  grade  Holsteln  cows, 
probably  the  largest  stock  in  Des  Moines  County, 
and  there  also  m.ay  be  found  an  excellent  grade  of 
llambletonian  horses.  Mr.  Bowman  is  a  lover  of 
fine  stock,  and  his  farm  is  one  of  tiie  best  in  the 
county.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F. 
and  G.  A.  R.,  while  politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 
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H.  STEWART,  Justice  and  Notary  Public, 
of  Danville,  Iowa.  Few  men  are  living  in 
Des  Moines  County  who  were  residents  in 
1840,  and  we  present  with  pleasure  the  sketches  of 
those  pioneers  who  from  the  earlj'  daj's  in  Iowa  have 
conducted  the  business  and  built  up  a  count}'  second 
to  none  in  the  State. 

In  Hamilton  Countj',  Ohio,  our  subject  was  born 
Dec.  3,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  James  A.  and  Eliza 
(Bradle}')  Stewart.  The  paternal  ancestry  were  of 
Scotch  origin,  but  James  was  born  in  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Delaware. 
In  1840,  the  family  removed  to  Lowell,  Henry  Co., 
Iowa,  and  ten  j^ears  later  made  a  permanent  location 
at  Danville,  Des  Moines  County.  Previous  to  this 
the  death  of  Mrs.  .James  Stewart  occurred,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1 842.  Mr.  Stewart  later  married  Lucinda 
Coles,  and  in  1886  they  removed  to  Minden,  Neb. 
He  is  now  in  his  seventy-seventh  year,  and  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  this  neighborhood.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  only  child  living  whose  birth  graced  the 
first  union.  A  sister,  Eliza,  born  in  Ohio,  came 
with  the  family,  but  died  in  childhood.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  born  after  the  second  marriage,  and  all 
being  well  known  we  speak  individually  of  each. 
Oscar  E.,  who  married  Anna  Ogden,  of  Ottumwa, 
is  Division  Superintendent  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad,  and  resides  in  Burlington; 
Mary  wedded  A.  White,  of  Axtell.Neb. ;  Harvey,  a 
volunteer  in  Company  D,  1st  Iowa,  died  in  the 
service;  Solomon,  a  banker  of  Axtell,  Neb.,  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Mary  Goldsmith, 
the  second,  Dora  Carpenter;  John  M.,  of  Lincoln, 


Neb.,  who  wedded  Alice  AVaruer,  of  Liberty  ville, 
was  formerly  a  banker  of  lioth  Axtell  and  Minden, 
but  is  now  Assistant  Attorney  General:  Rebecca  is 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Gilman.  a  capitalist  and  real- 
estate  dealer  of  Minden,  Neb. ;  Laura  is  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Cheney,  of  California,  who  was  formerly  em- 
ploj'ed  in  the  United  States  Mint,  at  Carson  City ; 
Nellie  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Bird,  a  miller  of  Minden; 
Sybil  wedded  Milton  Wickersham,  a  tinner,  i-esiding 
at  Cheyenne  Wells,  Col.;  and  Emma,  who  com- 
pleted her  education  at  Fairfield,  has  been  engaged 
in  te.-iching  several  years  at  Minden. 

W.  H.  Stewart,  our  subject,  was  married,  Oct.  16, 
18G9,  to  Miss  Sybil  Higley,  who  was  born  in  Port- 
age County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  E.  C.  and  Anna 
(Messenger)  Higley,  who  were  among  the  first  settlors 
of  the  countj',  locating  herein  1839.  Mr.  Higley 
is  still  living  in  this  township,  and  has  reached  the 
ripe  age  of  sevent}- -seven  years.  Two  children 
came  with  the  parents  to  Iowa  in  1839,  one  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  the  other,  Harriet,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Judson  Scoville,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Lucas  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Higley  and  his  brother- 
in-law  both  purch.ased  large  tracts  of  land  at  an 
early  date,  the  former  still  residing  upon  the  same, 
and  the  latter  we  speak  of  elsewhere. 

We  now  mention  the  children  of  the  Higley 
family  as  completing  still  further  the  sketch  of  our 
subject.  Henry  wedded  Marj'  Minson,  and  re- 
sides upon  a  farm  adjoining  his  father's  homestead  ; 
Emil}'  is  her  father's  housekeeper;  Maiy  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Higley' 
occurred  March  14,  1886.  She  lacked  only  three 
days  of  attaining  her  sevent3'-flfth  birthday,  and 
had  lived  to  see  this  country  transformed  into  a 
miniature  paradise.  The  Higley  cabin  was  among 
the  first  built  on  this  great  prairie,  and  both  Mrs. 
Higley  and  her  mother  were  among  the  first  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church  in  this  town- 
ship, of  which  the  only  surviving  member  is  Mrs. 
Sej'inour,  of  New  London. 

W.  H.  Stewart  enlisted  in  Company  D,  1st 
Iowa  Cavalry,  in  1863,  and  served  three  years  in 
the  Western  army.  After  his  return  he  established  a 
nurserj',  the  first  in  Danville  Township,  which  he 
conducted  for  sixteen  j'ears.  After  this  business 
was  relinquished  Mr.  Stewart  was    placed  in  charge 
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of  the  "  Material  Department  of  the  Santa  Fe  Rail- 
roail,"  as  one  of  the  foremen,  and  his  attention  to 
details  has  brought  iiiin  into  favor  with  other  lines 
of  railroad,  one  of  which  large  corporations  has 
offered  him  a  similar  position,  which  he  will  prob- 
ably accejit.  Mr.  Stewart  has  been  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  five  consecutive  terms,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Notary  Public  in  187G. 

The  three  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  were 
all  born  in  Danville  Township;  Edward  isa  dealer 
in  hardware  and  real  estate  in  Oberlin,  Kan. ;  his 
wife  was  Miss  Blanch  Rodcliaver.  Alice  N.  is  the 
wife  of  William  B.  Hunt,  a  son  of  one  of  the  earli- 
est settlers,  and  resides  upon  the  Weslej'  Hunt 
h(jniestead ;  Clara  B.  is  the  only  one  at  home. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Stewart  served  as  Town- 
ship Clerk,  and  has  been  one  of  the  energetic  and 
highly  useful  citizens  of  this  county  from  his  early 
manhood.  He  is  a  local  politician  of  note,  and  has 
for  3'ears  been  a  member  of  the  County  Republican 
Central  Committee.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
JMasonic  fraternit3'.  and  has  a  membership  in  Dan- 
ville Lodge  No.  48,  of  which  he  is  Secretary.  Mr. 
Stewart  is  also  u  member  of  Burlington  Chapter 
No.  1.  R.  A.  M. 


OSCAR  E.  STEWART,  Superintendent  of  the 
East  Iowa  Division  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad  since  April,  1883, 
and  an  employe  of  that  corporation  since  1868,  is 
a  native  of  Henr^'  Count}',  Iowa,  born  near  Lowell, 
Oct.  11,  1844,  and  his  parents,  James  A.  and  Lu- 
cinda  (Cowles)  Stewart,  were  pioneers  of  that 
county  of  1840.  His  father  was  born  in  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  of  Scotch  descent.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  for- 
merly from  Pennsylvania,  and  his  mother,  who  was 
born  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  was  of  an  old  New 
York  family.  Mr.  Stewart,  Sr.,  emigrated  to  Iowa 
in  1840,  settling  near  the  village  of  Lowell,  Henry 
County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
many  3'ears,  and  both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
still  living,  and  residents  of  Minden,  Kearney  Co., 
Neb. 

Our  subject  was   reared  on   a  farm  until  sixteen. 


and  when  seventeen  enlisted  in  the  late  war,  Nov. 
26,  1861.  as  a  private  of  Company  E,  loth  Iowa 
Infantry.  He  spent  the  winter  of  1861-62  at  Keo- 
kuk, but  left  there  in  March,  and  in  Aprd  was  sta- 
tioned a  few  days  at  Benton  Barracks,  Mo.,  and 
then  proceeded  to  the  front  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  battle  of  Shiloh,  seige  of  Corinth,  battles  of 
Corinth,  Oct.  4  and  5,  1862,  the  Vicksbnrg  cam- 
paign, the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  received  a  gunshot 
wound  in  the  left  hand,  while  in  action  before  the 
latter  city,  July  21,  1864.  Having  served  the  term 
of  his  enlistment,  he  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  at 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  Jan.  1,  1864,  and  continued  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  tiie  date  of  his 
discharge  being  Aug.  26,  1865. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Stew.art  spent 
two  years  at  home,  and  in  1867  learned  telegraph}-, 
after  which  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Burling- 
ton &  Missouri  River  Railroa<l  Company'.  In  the 
year  1868  he  was  appointed  station  agent  at  Ba- 
tavia,  Iowa,  was  subsequently,  at  various  times, 
made  ticket  agent  at  Ottumwa,  Council  Blufifs  and 
Nebriiska  Citj',  was  train  dispatcher  at  Red  Oak, 
Chariton  and  Ottumwa,  and  was  chief  operator  at 
other  points.  In  1»73  Mr.  Stewart  left  the  road 
and  went  to  California,  where  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  for  about 
one  year.  He  then  returned  to  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  in  Nebraska,  and  was  appointed 
ticket  agent  at  Lincoln,  Neb. ;  later  he  returned  to 
the  old  line  and  was  stationed  at  Creston,  Iowa,  as 
operator;  from  there  he  came  to  Burlington  as 
train  dispatcher;  subsequent!}'  was  employed  as 
chief  train  dispatcher  at  Ottumwa,  and  was  made 
traitimaster  of  the  Middle  Division  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  (Juincy.  His  next  move  was 
to  Chicago,  where  he  served  as  superintendent  of 
telegraphy  over  the  whole  line,  and  in  April,  1883, 
he  returned  to  Burlington  to  accept  his  present 
position,  which  he  has  held  continuously  since. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1875,  Mr.  Stewart  was 
married,  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Annie  Ogden, 
who  was  born  near  Eddyville,  Wapello  Co.,  Iowa. 
Two  children  grace  their  union:  Ruth,  now  aged 
eleven,  and  Edith,  aged  six.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
C.  L.  Matthes  Post  No.  5,  of  Burlington.     As  his 
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record  shows,  he  has  been  activel}'  emplo^'ed  in 
luihoad  work  for  twenty  years,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  two  3'ears.  has  Ijeen  with  tlie  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Compan}-,  or  with  tlie  orig- 
inal companies  since  incorporated  into  that  great 
system.  His  experience  has  been  varied,  and  lie 
has  served  in  man}-  different  capacities.  That  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him  liave  been  discharged 
with  ability  and  and  fidelity  is  well  attested  by  his 
long  continuance  in  the  seivice  of  a  company  whose 
policj'  has  always  been  to  retain  faitliful  and  com- 
petent men  in  their  einplo}'  as  long  as  possible. 
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It^ON.  WILLIAM  HARPER,  of  Mediapolis, 
J^  )jj  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  is  numliered  among 
'i\  y^  1^1, g  pioneers  of  1 842.  He  is  a  native  of 
Ross  County',  Ohio,  born  Nov.  3,  1819. 
His  father,  Joab  Harper,  was  a  native  of  Pendle- 
ton Count}',  Va.,  now  West  Virginia,  while  his 
mother,  L3'dia  (Jones)  IIari)er,  was  a  native  of 
Augusta  County,  Va.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Adam  Harper,  was  also  a  native  of  Pendleton 
Count3%  but  of  German  descent.  By  occupation 
he  was  a  farmer,  as  was  his  son  Joab.  The  latter 
was  a  very  conservative  man,  yet  strong  in  his  con- 
victions of  riglit.  A  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  he  was  a  strong  believer  in  the  doctrinal 
teaciiings  of  that  body,  and  continued  firm  in  the 
faith  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  17,  1882, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-seven.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  eternal  world  several  years,  dying 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  They  reared  a  family 
of  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living:  Will- 
iam, the  subject  of  this  sketch;  John,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Yellow  Spring  Township,  Des  Moines 
Co.,  Iowa;  Robert  J.,  of  Manhattan.  Kan.,  is  now 
Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Riley  County,  and  was  for- 
merly Judge  of  the  Probate  Court;  Joab,  a  furni- 
ture dealer  at  Great  Bend,  Kan. ;  Anna,  wife  of 
Edward  Heizer,  of  Yellow  Spring  'J'ownship;  Adam, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

William  Harper,  of  whom  we  now  write,  like  the 
great  majority'  of  able  men  in  the  countr\\  w.as 
reared  upon  a  farm  and  was  ear!}'  made  acquainted 
with  a   life  of  toil.     In   the   district  schools  of  his 


native  State  lie  received  the  rudiments  of  an  En- 
glish education,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  made 
teaching  his  occupation  in  tlie  winter  time,  working 
upon  a  farm  in  tlie  summer.  For  three  3'ears  he 
continued  thus  alternately  to  employ  his  time,  and 
then  resolved  to  go  West.  The  fame  of  Iowa, 
"the  beautiful  land,"  so  named  b}'  the  Indians  that 
had  for  3'ears  iniiabited  this  favored  region,  had 
spread  abroad,  and  he  resolved  to  there  abide  and 
make  for  himself  a  home.  In  October,  1842,  he 
first  crossed  the  •'  Fatlier  of  Waters,"  making  his 
wa3'  to  North  Prairie,  in  wiiat  is  now  Yellow  Spring 
Township,  where  he  determined  to  locate.  The 
winter  following  his  arrival  he  taught  a  term  of 
school  in  a  log  cabin  church,  and  in  Februaiy,  1843, 
made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  being  ninety-five 
acres  on  section  17,  Yellow  Spring  Township.  On 
the  land  was  a  small  caliin,  which  had  been  erected 
but  a  short  time,  while  five  acres  of  the  ground  iiad 
been  broken.  Soon  after  making  his  purchase  he 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  on  the  7th  day  of  August, 
1844,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet 
Heizer,  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Polly  Heizer,  who  were  natives  of 
Virginia,  but  of  German  descent.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  the  3'oung  couple  started  with  a  team  to 
their  prairie  home,  arriving  here  Oct.  3,  1844. 
Moving  into  the  cabin,  they  lived  in  frontier  style 
for  four  years,  when  Mr.  Harper  erected  the  com- 
modious dwelling-honse  which  yet  stands  upon  the 
place,  and  in  which  the  family  lived  until  1877, 
when  the3'  moved  to  the  village  of  Mediapolis.  To 
his  original  purchase  Mr.  Harper  added  other  lands, 
until  he  had  a  fine  farm  of  210  acres,  which  he  still 
owns.  In  1877  he  built  a  handsome  residence  in 
INIediapolis,  which  he  now  occupies.  One  child 
blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harper,  Lurissa 
Jane,  who  was  educated  at  the  State  University,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Hon.  William  E.  Fuller,  of  West 
Union,  Iowa,  an  attorney-at-law,  who  is  now  serv- 
ing his  second  term  as  Member  of  Congress,  repre- 
senting the  Fourth  Congressional  District.  Mr. 
Fuller  is  a  man  of  fine  aliilit}',  and  is  fast  making  a 
record  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  State. 

Like  his  father  before  him,  AVilliam  Harper  is  a 
man  of  strong  convictions.  When  once  his  mind 
is  made  up  it  will  require  overwhelming  proof  that 
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lie  is  wrong  before  he  can  1)6  cliangefi,  hut  on  no 
question  of  public  interest  rices  he  liastil^'  come  to 
a  conclusion,  but  believes  in  investigating  thoroughly 
every  subject.  In  earh'  life,  and  until  lie  reached 
middle  age.  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  by  that 
party  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Third  General  Assembly  of  the 
State,  in  which  position  lie  served  in  a  creditable 
manner  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
In  educational  matters  lie  alw<a3's  took  great  interest, 
his  experience  as  a  teaclier  giving  him  an  insight  as 
to  the  needs  of  the  school  sj'stem.  Knowing  his 
interest  in  such  matters,  his  party  placed  him  in 
nomination  for  the  olHce  of  Count}'  Superintendent 
of  public  schools,  to  which  position  he  was  elected 
and  re-elected,  serving  in  all  six  years.  While  act- 
ing with  the  Democratic  party,  he  was  alwa^-s 
strongly  opposed  to  slavery,  and  when,  as  he  thought, 
the  question  could  no  longer  be  evaded,  he  severed 
his  connection  witii  the  Democratic  party  and  be- 
came just  as  ardent  an  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  jiarty.  As  a  Republican,  Mr.  Har- 
jier  was  elected  in  1870  a  member  of  the  Thirteenth 
General  Assembly  and  served  one  terra,  since  which 
time  he  has  held  no  political  office,  though  still  re- 
taining his  interest  in  political  affairs.  It  is  due 
him,  hovvever,  to  state  that  he  was  never  an  aspirant 
for  political  f.avors,  and  that  his  preference  has  al- 
ways been  to  live  in  private.  His  service  in  official 
stations  lias  always  been  through  the  earnest  solici- 
tations of  friends. 

The  religious  faith  of  Mr.  Harper's  father  was 
inherited,  and  in  his  advocacy  of  the  cai'dinal  points 
of  Presbj'terianism  he  is  energetic  and  well  grounded 
in  "the  hope  set  before  him."  Becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  at  an  early  age,  he  has  at  all  times 
been  an  ardent  worker  in  the  cause  of  his  Master, 
the  church  and  the  Sabbath-school  being  to  him  an 
ark  of  refuge.  For  thirt3--tlirec  years  he  has  served 
.as  a  Ruling  Elder,  and  in  that  office  has  shown  liire 
gifts  of  one  who  "  ruletli  well,"  and  who  has  a  love 
both  for  the  cause  and  those  who  advocate  it.  Twice 
has  he  been  sent  by  the  Presbytery  of  Iowa  as  a 
delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United 
States,  the  first  time  in  1856  at  New  York  City,  and 
again  in  1876,  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Tiiis  is  an  honor 
of  which   he  ma}'  well  be  proud,  especiallj-  as  he 


was  chosen  among  many  who  would  have  been 
pleased  to  attend,  and  who  were  well  qualified  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  delegate.  Mr.  Harper  be- 
came a  member  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Church 
organized  in  his  localit}',  the  old  Round  Prairie 
Church,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  some 
j'ears.  transferring  his  meinbership  to  the  Yellow 
Spring  Preslij'terian  Church  at  the  time  when  a 
large  number  of  the  two  bodies  united  in  a  new  or- 
ganization, on  account  of  the  slavery  question. 
When  the  church  at  Mediapolis  was  organized,  he 
entered  into  relationship  with  it,  assisted  in  its  or- 
ganization, and  became  one  of  the  first  Ruling  El- 
ders, in  which  position  he  h.is  continued  to  act  to 
the  present  time.  In  all  work  the  aid  and  encour- 
agement of  a  good  wife  is  very  beneficial,  but 
especially  is  this  so  in  the  work  performed  for  our 
Master,  and  in  this  way  has  Mrs.  Harper  been  truly 
a  helpmeet.  She,  too,  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church;  her  zeal  is  untiring,  her  labor  un- 
ceasing, and  the  reward  of  a  true  Christian  life  will 
surely  be  hers.  An  earnest  Christian  lad}',  she  wins 
the  love  and  respect  of  all. 

In  the  building  of  the  old  Jefferson  Academy, 
subsequently  known  as  the  "  Yellow  Spring  Col- 
legiate Institute,"  and  later  .as  "  Yellow  Spring 
College,"  Mr.  Harper  was  quite  active,  and  was  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  during  the  en- 
tire existence  of  the  institution.  As  long  as  the 
college  existed  he  was  one  of  its  stanchest  friends. 
But  it  has  not  alone  been  in  church  and  educational 
matters  that  Mr.  Harper  has  been  active,  but  in  all 
questions  of  reform,  and  in  every  legitimate  public 
enterprise.  None  has  ever  been  more  willing  to  do 
his  part  in  anything  tending  to  the  public  good,  and 
in  the  discharge  of  the  public  duties  he  h.as  often 
had  to  sacrifice  his  own  convenience  and  work  at  a 
personal  loss.  Few  men  in  Des  Moines  County  .are 
better  known,  and  none  more  universally  respected. 
Age  does  not  dim  his  faculties,  or  quench  his  de- 
sire to  be  of  some  service  to  the  world,  .and  to  do 
good  to  his  fellowinen. 

.Since  his  removal  to  Mediapolis  Mr.  Harper  has 
been  eng.aged  in  the  real-estate  and  loan  business. 
Since  1850  he  has  been  a  Notary  Public,  receiving 
his  first  commission  from  Gov.  Hempstead.  As 
administrator  and  executor  he  has  administered  on 
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more  estates  than  any  man  in  Dcs  Moines  County, 
and  no  cliarge  of  misappropriation  of  funds  has 
ever  been  laid  at  his  door.  Honest  and  upright  in 
his  dealings,  considerate  of  the  feelings  of  others, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  he  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellowraen  in  an  eminent  degree.  The 
life  of  such  a  man  is  a  perpetual  lesson  to  the  rising 
generation. 

^^  ORNELIUS  L.  POOR,  attorney -at-law,  Par- 
(if  sons  Block,  No.  307  Jefferson  street,  Burling- 

^^^'  ton,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Venango  County,  Pa., 
May  13,  1S45,  and  is  a  son  of  Alonzo  and  Eliza- 
beth (Henderson)  Poor.  His  father  was  born  in 
the  same  county,  Jan.  1,  1818,  of  an  old  New  En- 
gland fatnil}',  descended  from  John  Poor,  of  New- 
buryport,  Mass.,  whose  ancestors  were  of  English 
origin,  and  first  settled  at  Newburyport  in  1640. 
The  old  homestead  of  the  family,  240  years  old,  is 
still  intact  at  that  place.  The  family'  of  Mr.  Poor's 
mother  were  Pennsylvaniansof  .Scot(di-Irish  descent, 
and  date  their  settlement  in  that  State  b.ack  to  early 
Colonial  days.  Her  death  occurred  at  the  home- 
stead in  Venango  County,  Pa.,  April  3.  1883.  Her 
husband  survives  her,  and  resides  at  the  old  home. 
Cornelius  L.  was  educated  at  the  State  Normal 
School,  of  Edinboro,  Pa.,  and  soon  after  leaving 
school  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  oflice 
of  Taylor  &  Maeke}-,  a  prominent  law  firm  of  Frank- 
lin, Pa.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1874,  and  established  himself  in 
business  at  Franklin,  Pa.,  and  was  admitted  to  part- 
nership with  one  of  his  preceptors,  Hon.  C.  W. 
Mackey.  In  1 875  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
and  established  an  ofHce  for  the  firm  in  this  city. 
The  senior  member  of  the  firm  faded  to  remove  to 
Burlington  as  he  had  contemplated,  and  in  1876  the 
firm  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Poor  then  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Mr.  E.  A.  Millsi)augh,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Poor  &  Millspaugh.  This  connection  con- 
tinued from  1877  to  August,  1880,  when  it  was  dis- 
solved by  mutual  consent.  He  next  formed  a 
partnership  with  Charles  Baldwin,  under  the  name 
of  Poor  &  Baldwin,  which  continued  until  Mr. 
Baldwin  removed  to  Salt  Lake  Citj-  in  August, 
1887,  since  which  time  Mr.  Poor  has  been  alone  in 
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business.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has 
been  identified  with  that  party  since  becoming  a 
voter.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Erie  County. 
Pa.,  March  20,  1867,  to  Miss  Sarah  M.,  daughter 
of  William  and  Margaret  Goodbau.  Mrs.  Poor  was 
born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.  Four  children  were  born 
of  their  union,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Fred 
L.,  born  Jan.  8,  1868,  at  Franklin,  Pa.;  Cora  E. ; 
born  Feb.  15,  1870,  also  at  Franklin,  Pa. ;  Elizabeth, 
born  Jan.  5,  1876,  at  Burlington,  Iowa;  and  Ben 
Perley,  born  March  31,  1881,  at  Burlington. 

Mr.  Poor  has  built  up  an  extensive  practice,  and 
has  won  a  leading  place  among  the  members  of  the 
Des  Moines  County  liar.  Industrious  as  a  student 
of  current  court  decisions,  and  the  best  authorities 
in  the  profession,  careful  and  methodical  in  the 
preparation  of  cases,  his  clients  have  learned  to 
have  the  utmost  confidence  that  their  best  interests 
will  be  guarded  with  care  and  their  cases  ably  con- 
ducted. He  was  four  times  elected  City  Solicitor 
of  the  city  of  Burlington,  and  served  in  that  capac- 
ity from  1878  to  1882,  daring  which  time  some  of 
the  most  important  litigations  in  which  the  city  was 
ever  concerned  were  conducted  to  a  successful  ter- 
mination. In  addition  to  his  law  practice  Mr. 
Poor  is  identified  with  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  city,  and  is  Vice  President  of  the  Buffington 
Wheel  Company.  As  a  citizen  and  neighbor  he  is 
highly  esteemed,  and  possesses  the  respect  and  kindly 
regard  of  those  with  whom  he  has  business  or  social 
relations. 


W  OHN  M.  MERCER,  of  the  law  firm  of  Tracy 
I  &  Mercer,  Burljngton,  Iowa,  w.as  born  at 
^^  I  Kewanee,  Henry  Co.,  III.,  Aug.  28,  1858,  and 
^^  is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah  C.  (Miller) 
Mercer,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  County  Down, 
Ireland,  of  Scotch  origin,  and  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  They  emigrated  to  America 
when  quite  young,  and  are  both  living,  being  resi- 
dents of  Burlington.  Mr.  Mercer  is  foreman  in  the 
engine  painting  department  of  the  Chicago.  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Raili'oad  Compau}',  and  has  held 
that  position  for  the  past  eighteen  years. 

John   M.   Mercer  came   to   Burlington   with   his 
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parents  in  1859,  was  educated  in  the  city  schools, 
and  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  Newman  & 
Blake,  a  prominent  law  firm  of  Burlington.  Later 
he  entered  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  at  Iowa 
City,  graduating  from  the  law  department  in  the 
class  of '80,  and  then  accepted  a  position  as  private 
secretary  to  Judge  Joshua  Tracy,  practicing  his 
profession  as  oppoitunity  afforded.  In  1882  he 
formed  a  law  i^artnership  with  S.  K.  Tracy,  their 
business  being  largely  railroad  litigation  for  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Companj", 
and  continued  in  that  connection  until  1884,  when 
tlie  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  the  existing  one 
formed  with  George  S.  Tracy,  son  of  Judge  Joshua 
Tracy. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Burling- 
ton, Feb.  23,  1881,  with  Miss  Jennie  M.  Bernard, 
daughter  of  Cornelius  Bernard,  an  early  settler  of 
that  city.  By  their  union  four  children  have  been 
born — Herbert  M.,  Harry  B.,  Paul  R.  and  Jane  A. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Mercer  is  a  Democrat, 
and  has  been  in  public  office  several  3'ears,  having 
served  as  C'leik  of  Burlington  Township,  was  elected 
Cit3'  Clerk  in  1882,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
term,  has  held  the  office  continuous!}'  since,  being 
its  present  incumbent.  He  is  also  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  as  Surveyor  of  Customs  for  the 
port  of  Burlington.  Mr.  Mercer  is  a  talented  young 
lawj-er,  who  possesses  a  good  knowledge  of  his  pro- 
fession, combined  with  fine  executive  ability',  and 
makes  an  efficient  and  popular  public  officer. 
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ERNARD  BROS.  &  MERCER,  successors  to 
'\  Donahue,  McCosh  <fe  Co.,  wholesale  and  re- 
tail dealers  in  Italian  and  American  marlile, 
lirae,  cement,  etc.  This  is  the  most  impor- 
tant establishment  of  this  line  in  tiie  county,  the 
company  doing  an  annual  business  of  !§25,000. 
Their  office  and  works  are  situated  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  Market  and  Fourth  streets,  and  their  busi- 
ness was  established  in  1855,  by  Donahue  &  Mc- 
Cosh. In  1866,  S.  W.  Mercer,  who  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  the  company  since  1857,  bought  an  in- 
terest in  the  business,  and  the  firm    became   Dona- 


hue,  McCosli  &  Co.,  and  the  present  firm  was  formed 
in  February,  1888.  Mr.  Mercer  of  this  firm,  has 
had  more  than  thirty  years'  experience  in  this  busi- 
ness, and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  its  details. 
He  has  general  supervision  of  the  mechanical  de- 
partment of  the  establishment,  which  is  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  all  work  undertaken  b}'  this  house 
will  be  executed  in  the  best  style  known  to  the  craft. 
Mr.  John  Bernard  has  charge  of  the  books  and 
financial  management  of  the  business,  while  Edward 
L.  Bernard,  the  junior  of  the  Bernard  brothers,  is 
at  present  engaged  in  the  mechanical  department. 

WILLIAM  M.  EGE,  Secretary  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  of  Burlington,  was  born  in  Rock  Isl- 
and County,  111.,  Dec.  16,  1855.  and  is  a 
son  of  Andrew  S.  and  Mary  A.  (Marshall)  f]ge,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  pioneers 
of  Rock  Island  County,  111.  The  parents  yet  re- 
side in  that  county,  and  both  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  at  Cordova.  Andrew  S.  Ege  held 
the  office  of  Deacon  for  a  number  of  j'ears,  and 
almost  his  entire  life  was  devoted  to  his  Master's 
service,  and  he  early  taught  his  children  how  neces- 
sary to  one's  peace  and  hapjjinessis  the  Bible.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ege  were  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Emma,  deceased  wife  of  Isaac  Bates;  George,  John 
M. ;  Adeline,  wife  of  Andrew  D.  Ege,  a  resident  of 
Rock  Island,  111. ;  Charles,  a  Baptist  minister  of 
Washington,  111. ;  Mary  and  our  subject. 

AVilliam  M.  Ege  was  educated  in  Rock  Island 
County,  and  after  completing  his  course  taught 
school  for  two  terms,  and  in  1877  he  entered  the 
University  of  Chicago,  working  his  w.ay  through 
that  school,  and  graduating  in  the  class  of  '81.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the  Burling- 
ton Collegiate  Institute  until  October,  1882,  when 
he  was  elected  by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  as- 
sociation as  Secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Bur- 
lington, which  jKisition  he  h.as  filled  continuously 
since.  His  labor  in  this  cause  has  been  incessant, 
his  zeal  untiring,  his  courage  unfailing,  until  he  has 
placed  the  association  in  the  position  to  be  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  permanent  organizations  of  the 
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city.  He  devotes  his  entire  time  to  the  worlc,  and 
is  a  young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  al)ility  and 
Christian  fortitude,  none  standing  liigher  in  the 
esteem  of  all  than  does  he. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1883,  Mr.  Ege  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Loie  A.  Davis,  who  was  born 
Nov.  8,  1856,  in  Sheboygan  County,  Wis.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Charles  A.  Davis,  who  was 
President  of  the  Burlington  Fuel  Company.  Her 
mother  is  yet  a  resident  of  Burlington.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ege  are  parents  of  one  child,  a  son,  Raymond, 
born  Aug.  22,  1884.  They  are  both  members  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  of  Burlington. 

OHN  WAITE,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  re- 
siding on  section  14,  Flint  River  Township, 
Des  Moines  Co..  Iowa,  was  born  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  24,  1810,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Abigail  (Cranston)  AVaite,  also  natives 
of  that  State.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them, 
but  only  three  are  now  living:  Our  subject,  Samuel, 
and  Mary,  widow  of  Thorne  Smith,  and  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Portland,  Mich.  The  father  of  these  chil- 
dren died  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio. 

John  Waite  received  his  education  in  his  native 
county,  and  there  followed  various  occupations 
until  eighteen  j'ears  of  age,  when  he  learned  the 
cooper's  trade,  which  vocation  he  followed  for  about 
thirty  ^-ears.  About  the  year  1830  he  removed  to 
Ravenna,  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  there  carrying  on  the 
cooper's  business,  and  remaining  until  1867.  In 
the  meantime,  in  that  city,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Martha  A.  Clark,  who  was  born  in 
Tallmadge,  Portage  Ctiunty,  Feb.  1,  1819,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Alia  Amelia  (Sperry) 
Clark,  the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  latter  of  Connecticut.  Her  parents  emigrated 
to  Ohio  about  the  year  1796,  at  a  time  when  the 
Stale  was  very  thiuly  settled,  following  a  trail  which 
was  marked  by  the  blazing  of  trees. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waite  have  been  the  parents  of 
three  children,  born  in  Portage  County,  Ohio :  Ame- 
lia, vvho  died  when  three  years  old;  John  L.,  now 
manager  and  chief  editor  of  the  Burlington  Hawk- 


eye;  Mary  Ella  became  the  wife  of  John  M.  Eads, 
and  after  his  death  wedded  Randall  M.  Hartzell,  a 
farmer  of  Chautauqua  County,  Kan.  On  their  ar- 
rival in  Des  Moines  County,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waite 
took  up'  their  residence  in  Burlington,  where  he 
embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  which  he  carried 
on  for  a  year,  then  formed  a  partnership  with  John 
P.  Leebrick,  and  later,  in  connection  with  a  Mr. 
Lockwood,  engaged  as  a  commission  merchant.  In 
1870  he  removed  to  the  farm  on  section  14,  Flint 
River  Township,  consisting  of  eight}'  acres  of  tine 
land,  with  many  good  improvements,  and  here  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waite  have, 
for  almost  a  half-century,  been  active  and  devoted 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Waite  has  held  various  minor  offices  of  his  town- 
ship, in  which  he  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens.  He 
takes  his  stand  strongly^  in  favor  of  the  temperance 
movement,  and  the  enforcement  of  prohibition 
laws,  and  is  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 
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^f/ASONA.  OSTRANDER,  Auditor  of  the  Bur- 
lington ife  Northwestern  and  the  Burlington 
&  Western  Railway  Companies,  vv'tli  head- 
quarters at  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  at 
Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  16,  1829,  and  is  a 
son  of  Shelemiah  R.  and  Mary  (Andrus)  Ostrander. 
The  father  was  born  in  the  same  county,  Jan.  1, 
1803,  of  Holland  descent,  the  family  being  among 
the  early  settlers  of  New  York,  while  his  mother, 
who  was  born  in  Saratoga,  Jan.  1,  180G,  was  of 
Puritan  ancestry.  Our  subject  received  his  educa- 
tion in  his  native  city  and  at  Poultney,  Vt.,  graduat- 
ing from  the  Poultney  Institute  in  the  class  of 
'46.  He  was  employed  .as  civil  engineer  on  the 
Saratoga  &  Washington  Railroad  for  about  two 
years,  and  from  there  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  was 
employed  in  the  engineering  department  of  the  Lit- 
tle Miami  Railroad.  During  the  late  war  Mr. 
Ostrander  was  engaged  in  the  United  States  Mili- 
tary Railw.ay  service,  located  at  Columbus,  Ky., 
and  Nashville,  Tenn.,  remaining  at  the  latter  city 
until  1866,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  United 
States  service.  The  succeeding  two  j'ears  he  was 
employed  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,    as    General   Ticket 
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Agent  on  the  Clevelaiu),  SancUisky  <fe  Cincinnati 
Railroad;  in  1869  and  1870,  he  was  employed  as 
Auditor  and  General  Ticket  Agent  for  the  Burling- 
ton, Cedar  Rapids  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  now 
known  as  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  North- 
ern Railroad;  the  nextyear  he  secured  the  position 
of  Auditor  and  General  Freight  and  Ticket  Agent 
on  the  Burlington  &  Southwestern  Railroad,  re- 
maining in  that  employ  until  1882,  when  he  accepted 
the  position  which  he  now  holds. 

On  the  2Glh  of  April,  1853,  Mr.  Ostrander  and 
Miss  Julia  A.  Berry,  daughter  of  James  Berry,  were 
united  in  marriage  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  her  native 
city.  Socially,  Mr.  Ostrander  is  a  niemher  of  Clarke 
Lodge  No.  101,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Springfield, 
Ohio,  and  also  of  Chajiter  No.  98,  R.  A.  M.  Since 
1869  he  and  his  estimable  wife  have  made  their 
home  at  Burlington,  where  the^'  have  a  large  circle 
of  warm  friends.  Mr.  Ostrander  has  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  the  com  pan}'  with  which  he  is  engaged, 
and  is  one  of  its  elHcient  officers. 


OS.  YOUNG,  a  general  contractor,  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Pettelange, 
France,  where  he  was  born  Sept.  21,  183.5. 
His  parents,  John  and  Magdalene  Young,  were  both 
natives  of  that  eountr}',  and  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  Soon 
after  the  birth  of  our  subject  the  family  moved  to 
Belgium,  where  they  resided  until  1845,  when  they 
left  that  country  and  emigrated  to  America,  to  try 
their  fortunes  in  the  New  AVorld.  After  a  tedious 
and  uneventfuljourney  of  fort^-two  days'  duration, 
they  landed  at  New  York  Cit_v.  Soon  after  their 
arrival  they  settled  in  Western  New  York,  where 
they  resided  for  about  four  years,  and  while  there 
Mrs.  Young  died,  and  Mr.  Young  again  married,  a 
Mrs.  Heffner  becoming  his  wife.  In  1849  the 
farailj'  removed  to  Watertown,  Wis.,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  farming. 

Our  subject  received  most  of  his  education  in 
New  York  Cit^',  and  enjoyed  many  good  .advant- 
ages during,  the  comparatively  short  time  he  at- 
tended school.  He  remained  at  home  on  the  farm 
with  his  father's  family-  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
1^""   ' 


of  age,  when,  having  an  aversion  to  faim  life,  and 
actuated  by  a  spirit  of  independence  and  a  desire 
to  seek  his  own  fortune,  he  left  the  parental  roof. 
In  1853  he  went  on  foot  to  Milwaukee,  and  then 
took  passage  on  a  steamboat  to  Chicago,  thence  by 
rail  to  Michigan  City,  and  so  on  to  Reynolds 
Station,  Ind..  where  he  obtained  emplo3'ment  and 
was  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  Toledo, 
Wabash  &  Peoria  Railroad  until  the  following 
April,  when,  owing  to  lack  of  funds,  the  work  was 
suspended.  He  then  went  to  Warsaw,  111.,  going 
by  way  of  Chicago  and  Rock  Island,  taking  passage 
from  the  latter  place  on  the  steamer  '"Lady  Franklin." 
While  there  he  worked  on  the  Warsaw,  Rock  Island 
(fe  Rockford  Railroad  for  three  months,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  the  contractor  with  whom  he  was 
emi)lo.ved  failed,  and  all  the  compensation  Mr. 
Young  received  was  an  old  watch,  the  first  one  he 
ever  owned,  and  doubtless  the  most  dearly  bought, 
which  may  account  for  his  carrying  it  several  years. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  summer  and  suc- 
ceeding winter  he  did  odd  jobs  and  such  honorable 
work  as  he  could  find  to  do,  and  the  following 
summer,  work  having  been  resumed  on  the  Warsaw, 
Rock  Island  &  Rockford  Railroad,  he  obtained  em- 
ployment from  his  brother,  who  had  a  contract  for 
grading  near  Dall.as,  111.,  and  remained  there  until 
lack  of  money  again  caused  the  work  to  stop. 
The  next  j'ear  (1856)  work  was  again  resumed, 
and  he  worked  with  his  brother  near  Lomax.  111. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  went  to  Wisconsin  to 
visit  his  father's  family,  and  remained  nearly  all 
winter,  when  he  joined  a  surveying  [larty  under  a 
Mr.  Van  Manein,  helping  to  locate  the  Chicago 
&  Northwestern  Railroad  from  Milton  to  Minne- 
sota Junction. 

Illinois  next  became  the  scene  of  his  labors, 
as  he  went  to  Joliet,  and  there  became  overseer  for 
Kent  <fe  Parshall.  contractors  for  the  St.  Louis  Rail- 
road, and  remained  there  during  the  summer.  At 
this  time  his  first  business  venture  was  made, 
when  he  took  a  small  contract  from  the  railroad 
company  and  made  §200  in  eight  days.  This  was  so 
much  better  than  working  for  a  salary  of  $60  per 
month  that  he  then  decided  to  become  a  (•ontract<jr, 
whenever  an  opportunity  occurred.  T'he  winter 
was  again  spent  in  Wisconsin   with  his  parents,  and 
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the  following  spring,  1858,  he  went  to  Minnesota, 
vviiere  he  became  foreman  on  railroad  construction, 
making  his  home  during  the  winter  at  St.  Paul.  In 
the  spring  of  1859  he  engaged  with  a  contractor 
to  take  his  teams  and  outfit  back  to  Reynolds 
iStation,  Ind..  and  complete  the  work  begun  there 
six  years  previously.  He  finished  his  contract  in  the 
fall,  and  then  went  to  Albany  on  the  Ohio  Rivei', 
and  took  passage  on  a  steamboat  for  Vicksburg,  in- 
tending to  spend  the  winter  in  the  Sunny  South. 
He  got  a  situation  as  foreman,  taking  charge  of  the 
construction  of  a  levee  during  the  winter  of  1859- 
60,  and  during  the  following  summer  he  spent 
most  of  his  time  at  his  old  home  in  Wisconsin.  In 
the  winter  of  1800-61  3Ir.  Young  had  a  contract 
to  get  out  ties  for  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  was  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  when  the  news  came  of 
the  fall  of  Ft.  Sumter.  He  finished  his  contract 
there,  and  was  for  some  time  after  engaged  on  rail- 
road work  near  Paducah,  K3-.  Being  strouglj'  in 
sympathy  with  the  Union  cause,  and  having  the 
courage  of  his  convictions,  he  soon  found  that  if  he 
lemained  in  the  South  he  must  do  so  at  the  risk  of 
losing  his  life,  so  he  again  returned  to  his  home  in 
Wisconsin.  In  1862  he  was  employed  as  overseer 
on  the  railroad  at  Kaukauna,  near  Green  Bay,  Wis., 
and  in  the  fall  he  went  to  Downer's  Grove,  111., 
where  he  had  a  contract.  The  next  summer  was 
spent  at  Escanaba  on  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railroad,  and  in  the  fall  he  returned  to  Downer's 
Grove  to  finish  that  contract,  and  then  went  to 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  took  a  contract  near  the  city, 
ou  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul. 

Near  Milwaukee,  W^is.,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
1864,  he  was  united  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Kate 
Slenger,  a  German  by  birth,  and  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Maria  J.  Slenger,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  when  Mrs.  I'oung  was  but  four  years 
of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  have  had  nine  chil- 
dren born  unto  them,  t»vo  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Those  living  are:  Viola  E.,  George  J.,  Josephine 
E.,  Mary  C,  William  H.,  Arthur  Le  Roy  and  Earl 
H. 

About  a  year  after  their  marriage,  they  located 
for  a  time  at  Chillicothe,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Young 
had  a  contract  on  the  Eurlingtou  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad.       In  1  860   they   removed  to  Burlington, 


where  they  have  since  resided.  During  his  resi- 
dence here  Mr.  Young's  business  has  been  that  of  a 
general  contractor,  and  his  operations  have  not  been 
confined  to  this  locality  but  have  extended  into 
different  States. 

In  1873  he  built  the  first  street-car  line  in  Bur- 
lington, the  South  Hill  street  railroad,  and  many  of 
the  city's  other  improvements  have  been  superin- 
tended by  him.  Mr.  Young  is  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  the  coinmunit}',  who  has  made  the  most  of 
his  opportunities.  He  began  life  as  a  poor  boy,  but 
by  honesty,  industry  and  perseverance,  he  has  been 
successful,  not  only  in  acquiring  a  handsome  com- 
petence, but  in  making  for  himself  an  honored  name 
among  the  enterprising  and  successful  business  men 
of  Burlington.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  good,  and  is  a 
liberal  supporter  of  any  deserving  public  enterprise. 
He  not  only  gives  his  children  good  educational 
advantages,  but  encourages  them  in  the  study  of 
music  and  other  useful  accomplishments. 

He  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  but  not  an  aspirant  for  political  preferment 
himself.  He  is  President  of  the  Crystal  Lake  Club, 
and  has  held  that  position  since  its  formation,  and 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  organizing  that 
institution,  which  has  for  its  object  recreation, 
hunting,  fishing,  and  social  intercourse  among  its 
members.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational   Church,  of  Burlington. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Young  is  given  in  connection 
with  this  brief  sketch. 

/,..:  UGUSTINE  M.  ANTROBUS,  attorney-at- 
(.(^/lJI.    Law,  Parsons   Block.  Jefferson  street.  Bur- 
f/l   14)    lington,  Iowa,  has  been  a  resident  of    Des 
^  Moines  County  since  1845, and  was  born  in 

Decatur  County,  Ind.,  May  10.  1839.  His  parents, 
Thomas  Hamilton  and  Hilizabeth  (Donnell)  Antro- 
bus.  were  natives  of  Bourbon  County,  Ky.  The 
father  was  born  in  181  l,and  was  of  English  descent, 
though  the  family  had  been  residents  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  several  generations  prior  to  removing  to 
Kentucky.  The  mother  was  descended  from  tiie 
Scotch,  and  came  of  an  old  Kentucky  family.     Au- 
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ffiistine  came  with  his  parents  to  Des  Moines  County, 
Iowa,  in  1845,  when  but  six  ^-ears  of  age.  He  was 
educated  at  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University,  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  taking  the  University  course,  and  graduat- 
ing in  the  class  of  '65.  The  next  year  he  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Henry  Ambler,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  18ti7,  and 
establisiie<l  practice  at  Burlington  the  same  year, 
which  he  has  continued  to  date,  covering  a  period 
of  more  than  twenty  years.  During  this  time  he 
has  built  up  an  extensive  practice,  and  by  his  abil- 
ity and  strict  attention  to  business,  has  established 
a  reputation  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
local  bar.  The  existing  partnership  with  William 
C.  McArthur,  under  the  firm  name  of  Antrobus  & 
McArtliur,  was  formed  in  1885. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1873,  at  Burlington, 
Iowa.  Air.  Antrobus  and  Jliss  Arpin  C.  Ross  were 
united  in  marriage;  the  lady  is  a  native  of  West- 
moreland County',  Pa.  Three  cliildren  were  born 
of  their  union:  Margaret,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years;  Ernst  and  Edgar,  twins;  the  first-named 
died  in  infancy  ;   the  latter  is  now  eight  years  of  age. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Antrobus  is  a  Repub- 
lican, but  has  never  sought  or  desired  public  office. 
He  has  also  taken  a  warm  interest  in  educational 
matters,  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
for  nine  years,  and  is  now  serving  as  President  of 
that  body.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Antrobus  attend  tiie  Pres- 
byterian Church. 


(^^  AMU  EL  K.  TRACY,  a  resident  of  the 
^^^  city  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  general  solicitor 
IJl^J)  of  the  B.,  C.  &  N.  R.  R.,  is  the  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Antoinette  (Stone)  Kinney,  though 
on  his  adoption  by  Hon.  Joshua  Tracy  he  took  his 
name.  He  was  born  in  Washington  County.  Iowa, 
Aug.  28,  1845,  and  came  to  Des  Moines  County 
when  five  years  of  age.  His  education  was  received 
at  Burlington  University,  and  after  completing  his 
course  in  that  school,  he  studied  law  at  the  Iowa 
State  University,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1872.  He  was  City  Solicitor  for  three  years  in  Bur- 
lington, and  in  1876  formed  a  law  partnership  with 


Judge  Tracy,  of  this  city.  In  1882  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  position,  which  he  fills  faith- 
fully and  well.  In  politics,  Mr.  Tracy  attiliates  with 
the  Democratic  part}-. 


f^-^ 


iU\\  ORTIMER   GILBERT   HAIGHT,   propri- 
etor of  the  Central  Hotel,  Burlington,  Iowa, 
and    formerly    the    well-known    Passenger 
Agent  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy? 
and   Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern    Rail- 
roads, was  born  in  Newport,  AYashington  Co.,  Ohio, 
on    the    12th  of    January,  1846.     His  father,  Gil- 
bert K.  Haight,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  born 
Sept.  2,  1810.    His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mercy  Mabee,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State,  born 
April  15.  1811.      They  were  married  in  their  native 
State  and  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  1845,  locating  at  New- 
port, Washington  County.      The}'  were  the  parents 
of  two  daughters  and  four  sons:  Sarah  II.,  now  re- 
siding at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  is  the  widow  of  An- 
drew Gibloney;  she  was  a  graduate  of  the  Female 
Seminary,   Steubenville,  Ohio,   under   Dr.    Charles 
Beatty.     Louisa,  wife  of  Bazil  Furgeson,  a  retired 
farmer  of  Newport,  Ohio:  James  B.,  proprietor  of 
the  St.  James  Hotel,  Marietta,  Ohio;  Charles  C,  a 
farmer  in  Linn  County,  Mo.,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
r2th  West  Virginia  Infantry;  George  W.,  now  en- 
gaged in   mercantile   business   at    Newport,   Ohio; 
Mortimer   Gilbert,  the  subject  of   this  sketch,  was 
next  in  order  of  birth.     Gilbert  K.  Haight  in  early 
life   was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  following  that 
business  for  several  years.    While  on  an  expedition 
down  the  river  with  wagon-stuff,  the  raft  on  which 
he  was  riding  was  driven  ashore  at  the  head  of  Rac- 
coon Island  and  was  totally  wrecked.     The  island 
being  but  a  short  distance  from  the  main  shore,  Mr. 
Haight,   with    others,   endeavored    to    reach   it   by 
swimming,  but  was  drowned   in   the  attempt.     His 
wife  survived  him  some  years,  dying  Nov.  6,  1869. 
She   was  a   Christian    woman,   loving  and  tender- 
hearted, and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  many  years. 

When  his  father  died,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  a  mere  lad,  and,  the  family  being  left  in  limited 
circumstances,  he   was  compelled   to  seek   his  own 
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fortune.  On  the  22(i  of  April,  1860,  when  but  fif- 
teen years  of  nge,  he  left  Newport  without  one  cent 
of  money  and  went  to  AVheeling,  now  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  had  the  promise  of  a  situation  as 
cabin  boy  on  the  steamer  '■  Sallj'  List."  At  tlie 
breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  in  the  Government 
employ,  and  followed  Grant's  army  up  every  river 
from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans.  He  was  on  the 
boat  which  carried  the  soldiers  to  Fts.  Henry  and 
Donelson,  and  was  with  the  fleet  of  103  ves- 
sels at  Pittsburg  Landing.  He  was  then  with  the 
fleet  engaged  in  operations  against  Vicksburg.  re- 
maining in  the  vicinity  of  that  city  until  its  sur- 
render to  Grant,  being  at  times  in  dangerous  posi- 
tions. After  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  the  boat 
on  which  he  was  engaged  was  sent  down  the  river, 
cnrrj'ing  supplies  up  the  Red  and  Arkansas  Rivers. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Haight  followed  the 
river  until  1868.  Li  the  spring  of  that  year  he 
went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  engaged  by  the 
Northern  Line  Packet  Company,  running  between 
St.  Louis  and  St.  Paul.  During  that  year  a  great 
rivalry  existed  between  the  Northern  Packet  and 
White  Collar  Line  Company,  and  there  was  a  regu- 
lar scramble  for  business.  Mr.  Haight  was  quite 
active  in  the  service  of  his  companj',  which  fact  was 
noticed  Ijy  the  General  Superintendent,  who,  believ- 
ing him  to  be  a  valuable  man  for  the  place,  sent 
him  to  Burlington  to  take  charge  of  the  passenger 
department  of  his  companJ^  He  remained  in  the 
employ  of  the  Northern  Packet  Company  for  two 
seasons,  when  he  engaged  as  a  salesman  in  a  mercan- 
tile establishment  in  Burlington,  where  lie  remained 
six  years.  He  then  secured  the  appointment  as  Pas- 
senger Agent  of  the  Diamond  Jo  line,  and  continued 
with  that  company  for  one  season.  About  that  time 
the  competition  between  the  railroad  and  river  was 
very  great,  and  Mr.  Haight  exerted  all  his  power 
to  obtain  business  for  the  company.  The  railroad 
men  noticing  the  ability  shown  by  him  tendered 
him  tlie  position  of  City  Passenger  Agent  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy,  and  B.,  C.  R.  &  N. 
Railroad  Companies,  which  position  he  accepted,  and 
continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  for  eleven  years. 
In  that  time  he  became  one  of  the  best  known  Pas- 
senger Agents  in  the  United  States.  Most  persons 
who  ever  passed  tiirough  Burlington  will  remember 
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Mr.  Haight.  The  kind  attention  shown  by  him  to 
the  traveling  public  has  been  appreciated  to  the  full- 
est extent.  No  man  in  a  like  position  ever  received 
as  manj-  presents  for  faithful  service  as  Mort  Haight. 
From  the  Burlington  Ilav-keye,  under  date  Aug.  3, 
1 886,  the  following  extract  is  taken : 

''Mort  Haight  came  out  yesterday  in  a  new  uni- 
form of  glossy,  spotless  blue,  with  gold-braided 
sleeves  bearing  the  initials  C,  B.  &  Q.  and  B.,  C. 
R.  &  N.,  a  new  cap  with  a  gold  band,  and  a  fifteen- 
cent  shine  on  his  boots. 

"Upon  his  noble  Democratic  bosom  he  wore  an 
array  of  badges  and  pins  and  jewels  and  decorations 
and  other  adornments  that  more  than  outrivaled  the 
display  of  the  Grand  Duke  Alexis.  And  they  were 
all  honestly  won  and  worn,  too. 

"At  the  top  of  the  heap  stood  his  old  reliable 
'City  Passenger  Agent'  pin  with  the  little  lantern 
hanging  from  it,  presented  him  3'ears  ago  by  the 
railroad  people  for  his  unfailing  courtesy  to  travel- 
ers, his  special  kindnesses  being  shown,  if  at  all,  to  the 
aged,  infirm  and  unprotected.  Then  came  the  big 
triangular  gold  K.  of  P.  badge,  presented  by  Su- 
preme Chancellor  A^an  Valkenburg  on  account  of 
kindnesses  shown  the  excursionists  to  the  New  Or- 
leans meeting  of  the  Suiireme  Lodge  in  1884;  the 
gold  pin  of  the  order  of  Knights  of  Maccabees,  a 
memento  only  granted  to  charter  members;  a  simi- 
lar emblem  of  the  order  of  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
also  from  the  Red  Cross  Lodge  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. ; 
the  Cleveland  badge,  presented  him  by  the  Henr3' 
Countj-  Democrats  at  the  Chicago  National  Con- 
vention, when  Cleveland  was  nomin.ated;  the  sou- 
venir mailed  him  from  Toronto  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  excursionists  who  went  through  here  on  their 
way  to  the  session  of  the  Supreme  Lodge  at  that 
place ;  the  badge  of  the  National  Veteran  Associa- 
tion, gained  while  in  Chicago  at  the  convention  of 
1884;  the  badge  of  the  Reception  Committee  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hiberians, given  him  during  their 
convention  here,  June  1.5  ;  the  badge  of  the  Women's 
Relief  Corps,  of  Ohio,  presented  him  by  Commander 
Mrs.  Battles,  while  on  the  way  with  her  department 
to  the  G.  A.  R.  Encampment  at  San  Francisco,  and 
half  a  dozen  more  similar  mementos,  picked  up  here 
and  there  during  years  of  contact  with  the  traveling 
public.    Mort  is  a  standing  member  of  all  reception 
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committees,  and  bis  constant  attention  to  all  excur- 
sion parties,  secret  and  civic  organizations,  and  the 
people  generally  who  travel,  honorably  entitles  him 
to  wear  the  numerous  decorations  he  has  received. 
Tiie  custom  of  presenting  him  with  such  emblems 
of  honor  was  inaugurated  long  ago,  and  it  seems 
likely  to  continue  as  long  as  he  does." 

Mr.  Haight  was  united  iu  marriage  at  Ft.  Madi- 
son, Iowa,  fSept.  29,  1870,  with  Josephine,  youngest 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Rachel  Elsroad,  the 
former  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md.,and  the  latter  of 
North  Carolina.  They  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Ft.  Madison.  Iowa,  in  which  city  Mrs. 
Haight  was  born  June  11,  1852.  Slie  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Socially,  Mr.  Haight 
is  a  member  of  the  Flint  Hills  Lodge  No.  39,  K.  of 
P.;  Red  Cross  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat.  For  the 
jjast  year  he  has  been  the  genial  landlord  of  the 
Central  Hotel. 
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A^\\  IIARLES  M.  GARMAN,  residing  on  section 
(l(  ^^  1,  Union  Township,  is  among  tlie  prominent 

^^^  citizens  and  representative  farmers  of  Ues 
Moines  County,  Iowa.  Me  was  born  in  Lebanon 
Countj-,  Pa.,  Aug.  21,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Henrj' 
and  Catherine  (Killinger)  Garman,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, of  German  ancestrj-,  and  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  four  of  whom  are  deceased :  John, 
who  died  in  1852;  Matilda  died  in  Des  Jloines 
County,  in  January,  1888;  Henry,  Jr.,  who  went 
South  about  the  year  1849,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
dead,  as  he  has  not  since  been  heard  of;  Cyrus 
died  in  infancy.  The  children  living  are:  Frances, 
widow  of  Joseph  Bowman,  who  resides  in  Lebanon 
County,  Pa.;  William,  a  farmer  yet  upon  part  of 
the  old  homestead,  in  Union  Township;  D.  K.,  of 
Burlington,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  book;  Catherine  is  the  widow  of  David 
Earnest,  who  was  a  member  of  the  25th  Iowa  In- 
fantry, and  now  sleeps  in  one  of  the  unknown 
graves  in  the  Sunny  South,  having  died  on  a  hos- 
pital boat  near  Memphis;  Luca,  wife  of  Rev.  Mor- 
gan Edwards,  a  Baptist  minister  residing  in  Bur- 
lington, and  our  subject.  In  184G  Ilenr^'  Garman 
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emigrated  from  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  to  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  110  acres  of 
land  on  section  1,  Union  Township.  He  lived  but 
a  short  time  after  coming  to  this  county;  overtax- 
ing his  strength  one  d.ay  in  the  harvest  field,  he  was 
taken  sick  and  died  shortly  afterward.  The  mother 
de|)arted  this  life  in  I  856.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  for  many  years,  though  the 
mother,  prior  to  her  death,  joined  the  Baptist  So- 
ciety. Thej'  were  both  highly  respected  and  hon- 
ored citizens  in  this  and  in  their  native  county. 

When  fifteen  3'ears  of  age  our  subject  came  to 
Des  Moines  County,  which  since  his  boj'hood  has 
been  his  home.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and 
his  whole  life  has  been  spent  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
In  1855  he  began  life  for  himself,  renting  153  acres 
of  land,  upon  which  he  began  a  stock  farm.  He  pur- 
chased a  number  of  calves,  and  from  that  time  on 
he  has  engaged  in  stock  dealing,  some  years  selling 
stock  to  the  amount  of  §50,000.  This  business 
proved  very  successful,  and  Mr.  Garman  was  soon 
able  to  purchase  land,  becoming  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  tillable  and  thirty  of  timber  land, 
for  which  he  gave  8100  per  acre.  Besides  his  cattle 
he  also  handles  a  fine  line  of  Harabletonian  horses, 
he  being  the  first  to  introduce  that  stock  into  the 
county.  He  now  has  twenty  head  of  that  breed, 
and  is  one  of  the  inost  successful  stock  dealers  and 
breeders  in  the  community.  Though  giving  much 
of  his  attention  to  his  stock,  he  yet  has  time  for  the 
cultivation  of  his  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in 
this  section. 

Mr.  Garman  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 
J.  David,  who  was  born  in  Burlington,  Jan.  9, 
1842,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Barton  T.  and  Mary  A. 
F.  (Rosser)  David,  natives  of  Maysville,  K3'.,  who 
came  to  Des  Moines  County  in  1835,  in  its  pioneer 
days.  The  father  is  yet  living,  being  a  resident  of 
Burlington,  but  the  mother,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  departed  this  life  in  1855.  at 
the  age  of  thirty-six.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garman  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Katie,  who  was  born  Sept.  4, 
1876,  and  they  are  both  members  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  of  Burlington. 

Among  the  honored  citizens  and  early  pioneers 
of  Des  Moines  County,  who  have  aided  largely  in 
its  progress  and  advancement,  we  are  pleased  to 
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mention  the  name  of  Charles  M.  Gniman.  It  is  the 
early  [lioneers  who  have  given  the  connty  the  fore- 
most place  it  occupies  in  the  State,  anrl  much 
credit  is  fine  to  these  noble  men.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  is  the  only  Re]niblican  Super- 
visor who  was  ever  elected  from  Jackson  Town- 
ship. B3'  his  election  it  gave  a  majority  of  that 
party  on  the  board,  which  served  during  the  dark 
(la3'S  of  the  Rebellion,  and  Mr.  Garman  held  his 
position  for  six  3-ears,  from  1860  to  186(5,  during 
which  time  he  was  r.ominated  for  Representative. 
Positively  declining  to  accept  the  nomination,  S. 
A.  Flanders  was  nominated  and  elected.  Mr.  Gar- 
man  has  ahv.ays  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  pub- 
lic matters,  and  for  several  years  was  Secretary  of 
the  Agricnltural  Society,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
Directors.  Besides  that  societj',  he  is  Secretary  of 
the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Conipanj',  of  Des 
Moines  Count}',  having  held  the  position  since 
1875,  when  the  company  was  organized,  and  is  also 
General  Agent.  Mr.  Garman  has  ever  been  a 
prominent  man  in  this  county,  as  his  family  was  in 
Pennsylvania.  The}'  were  there  representative  citi- 
zens, and  one  of  his  uncles,  John  Killinger,  and 
also  his  son,  John  W.,  represented  their  Congres- 
sional districts  for  many  years  in  the  State  Assem- 
bly, and  John  W.  was  also  a  Member  of  Congress. 
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^OHN  B.  PETTIT,  member  of  the  firm  of 
Pettit  &  .Son,  proprietors  of  the  City  Steam 
Laundry,  and  manufacturers  of  w.ashing-ma- 
chines  and  boxes  for  commercial  business, 
was  born  at  Malta,  Morgan  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  27, 
1832.  His  parents  were  William  and  Laura  (Ben- 
jamin) Pettit,  the  father  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  the  mother  of  Vermont. 

Our  sul)ject  was  reared  in  the  Buckej-e  State, 
where  he  learned  the  trades  of  carpenter  and  mill- 
wright. In  1850  became  to  Iowa  and  settled  in 
Tan  Buren  County,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Burlington  and  con- 
tinued in  the  same  business.  In  the  spring  of  1883 
he  established  his  box  factor}-,  at  the  corner  of 
South  Fifth  and  IMarket  streets,  and  soon  added  to  the 


manufacture  of  boxes  that  of  washing-machines,  in 
company  with  his  sons.  In  1884  they  started  their 
steam  laundry  and  carpet  renovating  works,  and 
have  carried  on  the  business  continuously  since. 
The  excellence  of  their  laundry ing  has  won  them 
the  reputation  of  doing  the  best  work  in  this  line 
in  the  city.  The  son  of  our  subject,  A.  F.,  is  his 
only  partner,  and  a  young  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary business  ability. 

Mr.  Pettit  WIS  married  in  Obit),  in  l\Iay,  1851,  to 
Miss  Deborah,  daughter  of  Henry  .Steele,  of  Zanes- 
ville,  where  Mrs.  P.  was  horn.  This  marriage  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  two  sons  and 
five  daughters:  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Z.  B.  F(jley,  of 
Denver,  Col.;  Jennie,  Mrs.  Wright  Clark,  lives  in 
Burlington;  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Winfield  Smith; 
Alfred  married  Miss  Anna  Gross;  Carrie  is  the 
wife  of  George  Brown;  John  R.  married  Miss 
Martha  Reedy.  With  the  exception  of  the  eldest 
daughter  all  the  children  are  residents  of  Burlington. 
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<jf)OHN  WRIGHT,  a  pioneer  of  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  and  a  resident  of  Burlington, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Sept.  6,  1811, 
and  at  an  early  age  went  with  his  parents. 
John  and  Charlotte  Wright,  to  Cattaraugus  County, 
N.  Y.  His  father  was  born  in  I  762  and  his  mother 
in  1767.  Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  Catta- 
raugus County,  there  receiving  a  liberal  education, 
and  in  1836  he  made  a  trip  to  Des  Moines  County, 
then  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  i)ur- 
ehased  a  claim  of  320  acres,  situated  two  miles 
west  of  Dodgeville,  which  he  developed  into  a  fine 
farm. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  183y,  he  formed  a  matri- 
monial alliance  with  Miss  Mary  Jane  Bridges,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Green)  Bridges, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  hatter 
of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Bridges  was  married  in  Dear- 
born County,  Ind. ;  they  were  the  parents  often  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  five  daughters — Solomon,  Julia, 
Elizabeth,  Napoleon,  Mai'y  Jane,  Lawson,  Nancy, 
Norval,  Louisa  and  Columbus.  Lawson,  Norval 
and  Mary  Jane  are  living.  In  1834  Mr.  Bridges 
moved    from   Dearborn  County,   Ind.,   to   Indian- 
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.i|)olis,  where  he  remained  five  years,  then  to  C'ules 
County,  III.,  making  that  his  liome  for  one  3'ear, 
next  locating  in  Des  Moines  County,  settling  upon 
a  farm  in  Washington  Township.  The  fleath  of 
Mrs.  BriiJges  occurred  in  186.3,  Mr.  Bridges  depart- 
ing this  life  in  18.S2,at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
six  years  and  six  montlis.  Religiouslj",  the}'  were 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  were  highly 
respected  for  their  honesty  and  integrity. 

The  following  children  graced  the  union  of  John 
Wright  and  .Jane  Bridges:  Eli  G.,  an  altorncj'-at- 
law  at  Sioux  Falls;  Sarah  E.,  deceased;  Milton,  a 
farmer  of  Sioux  Falls;  Jeanette,  wife  of  David 
Mingus,  of  Saratoga,  Cal. ;  Cassandria,  wife  of 
Edward  Burr,  of  Sioux  Falls;  John,  a  farmer  of 
Des  Moines  Countj';  Harriet  T.,  wife  of  Edward 
Curry,  of  Chicago;  Ida,  matron  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Institution  at  Sioux  Falls;  Laura,  wife  of 
James  Simpson,  Principal  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institute,  of  Sioux  Falls.  Mr.  Wright  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  Des  Moines  County  until  1870,  when 
he  came  to  Burlington,  residing  in  this  (tity  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  June  13,  1876. 

Politically,  he  was  an  old  Jackson  Democrat,  but 
though  he  would  not  accept  any  office,  always  was 
well  informed  on  public  affairs.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in 
all  its  work.  Upright  and  honest  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, his  word  was  as  good  .as  his  bond,  and  as  a 
citizen  and  a  pioneer  who  aided  largely  in  the 
development  of  one  of  the  first  counties  in  the 
State,  we  welcome  this  worthy  gentleman  to  a  fore- 
most place  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  Wright,  who  is 
still  a  resident  of  Burlington,  is  a  fine  Christian 
lady,  and  has  many  warm  friends  who  appreciate 
her  noble  character. 


GEN.  SAMUEL  L.  GLA.SGOW,  a  prominent 
member  of  the  bar  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and 
a  resident  of  the  State  since  1856,  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  near  Winchester, 
Adams  County,  Sept.  17,  1838.  He  received  an 
academic  education,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1856, 
spent  two  j'ears  at  Oskaloosa,  and  then  removed  to 
Corydon,  Wayne  Count}',  where  he   was  admitted 


to  the  bar  in  1860.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  war,  he  enlisted,  in  July,  1861,  as  a  private  of 
Company  I,  4th  Iowa  Infantry^  and  soon  afterward 
was  elected  First  Lieutenant  of  his  companj',  which 
position  he  held  one  year,  when  he  resigned,  and, 
returning  to  Wayne  County,  organized  Company 
D,  23d  Iowa  Infantry,  of  which  he  was  chosen 
Captain.  Before  the  regiment  had  left  the  State  he 
was  appointed  Major,  and  soon  afterward  pro- 
moted Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Colonel,  and  was 
breveted  Brigadier  General,  to  date  from  Decem- 
ber, 1863.  He  continued  in  active  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865.  On  his  return  from  the  war  Gen. 
Glasgow  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  at  Corydon, 
Iowa. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  that  party  since  its 
organization.  In  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1868 
he  was  Elector-at-Large  for  Grant,  and  the  follow- 
ing April  was  appointed  Consul  at  Havre.  France. 
He  was  transferred  from  there  to  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, in  January,  1874,  and  served  until  the  spring 
of  1877,  when  he  returned  to  Iowa,  and  located  at 
Burlington,  where  he  has  since  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
chosen  to  represent  Des  Moines  County  in  the 
Iowa  Assembl}'.  in  1879,  and  served  two  j'ears. 
Since  his  residence  in  Burlington  Gen.  Glasgow  has 
attained  high  rank  at  the  bar,  and  acquired  the 
confidence  of  its  citizens,  who  respect  him  for  his 
upright  and  straightforward  character. 

TEPHEN  HOLSTEIN,  a  worthy  citizen  of 
Burlington,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Hesse-Cas- 
sel,  German}',  born  April  3,  1820.  On  ac- 
count of  his  Revolutionary  principles,  Mr. 
Holstein  decided  to  leave  his  native  land,  and  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two,  in  1852,  he  landed  in  New 
York,  making  that  his  home  until  1856.  During  his 
four  years'  residence  in  that  city,  he  followed  his 
trade  of .  book-binding,  and  during  that  year  he 
went  to  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  and  embarked  in 
business  for  himself.  He  built  up  a  lucrative  trade, 
and  resided  in  that  county  until  1865,  when  he  de- 
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ciflcfl  to  remove  to  Biirlins^ton.  Taking  up  his 
residence  in  this  city,  Mr.  Hol.strin  carried  on  his 
business  of  book-bindin":  until  1S70.  wlien  lie  ac- 
cepted a  position  in  the  book-binding  establisiiinent 
of  Acres,  Blackniar  &  Co.,  which  jiosition  he  hehl 
until  188C.  when  he  again  began  doing  business  for 
himself,  continuing  the  same  until  the  present  time. 
In  1849  the  union  of  Stephen  Holstein  and  Miss 
AFartha  Eli.  daughterof  Conrad  Kli.  was  celebrated. 
Six  children  graced  their  union,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  three  eldest  bo3-s  died  in  infancy, 
Otto  F.  alone  surviving.  The  daughters,  Amelia 
E.  and  Charlotta,  aie  at  home. 
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\¥  UDGE  THOMAS  W.  NEWMAN,  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  and  early  settler  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  now  senior  partner  of  the  law  firm  of 
l^^J//  Newman  &  Blake,  is  a  native  of  Maryland, 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Jan.  23,  18-29.  His  fam- 
ily dates  its  origin  in  America  li.ack  to  the  earlj' 
Colonial  days  of  the  Re|)ublic.  His  jiaternal  grand- 
father was  liorn  in  Somerset  County,  Md..  about 
176.0,  and  his  father,  Isa.ac  Newman,  was  liorn  in 
the  same  county  in  1799,  and  died  in  1840.  His 
mother's  maiden  iiame  was  H.arriet  Batson.  She 
survived  her  husl)and,  and  in  184.5  removed  with 
her  children  to  Baltimore,  where  she  died  a  year 
later,  leaving  the  younger  children  to  the  care  of 
Thomas,  then  but  seventeen  3'ears  of  age. 

Our  suliject  was  educated  at  Washington  Acad- 
emy, at  Princess  Anne,  Md.  He  entered  upon  the 
study  of  law  at  Baltimore  in  1848,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1850.  and  came  at  once  to  Burlington, 
low;i,  where  he  eng.aged  in  the  practice  of  his  ])ro- 
fession.  He  was  elected  Count\'  .ludge  for  Des 
Moines  Countj'  in  1855,  and  served  until  1857,  in- 
clusive. In  1855-56  he  was  Director  of  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company.  Soon 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  was 
commissioned  by  President  Lincoln,  Aug.  5,  1861, 
as  Captain  of  the  11th  United  States  Infantry,  and 
served  on  detached  duty  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  and 
at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  as  mustering  and  disbursing 
officer.  While  in  the  latter  place  he  was  military 
commander  of  the  post  during  the  winter  of  1862- 


6.3,  and  was  forced  to  resign  in  the  spring  of  1863 
on  account  of  failing  health.  On  becoming  con- 
v.aleseent.  Judge  Newman  resumed  his  law  jiractice 
at  Burlington,  which  was  interrupted  in  the  fall  of 
1874  by  his  appointment  by  Gov.  Carpenter  to 
the  Judgeship  of  the  First  Judicial  District  (^f  Iowa, 
to  fill  a  vacancy.  At  the  election  in  the  succeeding 
Oct(jber,  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term,  ending  Jan.  1,  1875,  and  also 
for  the  succeeding  long  term  of  four  j-ears,  from 
the  last-mentioned  date.  In  1870,  at  its  organi- 
zation. Judge  Newman  was  elected  a  mem  her  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Merchants'  National 
Bank,  at  Burlington,  which  position  he  has  held 
continuously  ever  since,  and  for  many  j'ears  has 
been  its  atlorne3'. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  Burlington  Uni- 
versity, in  1852.  Judge  Newman  has  been  actively 
identified  with  that  institution  in  various  official 
capacities.  He  has  served  as  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
menil>er  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trustees  continuously.  In 
1850  he  united  with  the  Baptist  Church,  and  h.as 
ever  since  maintained  his  connection  with  that 
society,  and  for  three  years  served  .as  President  of 
the  Iowa  Baptist  State  Convention.  He  became  a 
Mason  in  1851  ;  was  a  member  of  the  first  Masonic 
Lodge  of  Iowa,  Des  Moines  Lodge  No.  1 ,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  still  retains  his  membership.  He  is  now  a 
Knight  Templar,  a  member  of  Iowa  Chapter  No.  ], 
R.  A.  M.,  and  of  St.  Omer  Commandery  No.  15, 
K.  T.,  all  of  Burlington.  Judge  Newman  has  served 
in  various  special,  semi-official  capacities  in  carry- 
ing out  State  and  Government  projects. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1852,  the  njarriage  of 
Judge  Newman  and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Warren,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Rev.  John  and  Emma  Warren,  was  cele- 
brated. Mrs.  Newman  was  born  near  Trenton 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Seven  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
five  of  whom  are  living.  There  were  two  sons  and 
five  daughters:  Hattie  E.  resides  with  her  parents; 
Sadie  M.  is  the  wife  of  T.  C.  Roney,  Professor  of 
English  Literature,  of  Shepherdson  College,  of 
Granville,  Ohio;  Warren  died  in  infancy;  Nellie,  a 
3'oung  girl  who  was  held  in  high  esteem  for  her 
many  fine  qualities,  died  in   the   spring  of  1873,  at 
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tlie  ao^e  of  fifteen  years;  Thomas  G.,  now  a  practic- 
ing attorney  in  tlie  office  of  his  fatiier.  was  born 
at  Bnrlington.  Iowa,. Jan.  14,  1861 ;  he  was  graduated 
in  the  literary  course  of  the  State  University  of 
Iowa,  in  the  class  of  '83,  and  in  the  law  depart- 
ment the  year  following.  The  younger  children, 
Josephine  and  L.  Mahel,  reside  with  their  parents. 
Mrs.  Newm.-in's  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
denomination,  whose  family  was  of  English  descent, 
and  dates  its  origin  in  America  prior  to  the  days 
of  the  Revolution. 

Judge  Newman  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  been  an  active  supporter  of  that  part^'  ever 
since  its  organization.  He  has  taken  a  partic- 
ularh'  active  part  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
for  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and,  while 
not  a  regular  member  of  the  Prohibition  party,  is 
active  in  temperance  work,  and  a  supporter  of  the 
laws  of  the  State  on  that  subject  as  they  stand. 
He  has  now  been  a  resident  of  Burlington  for 
tliirty-eight  yenrs.  and  is  one  of  the  ohlest  and  most 
prominent  lawyers  of  the  Stale.  Educational  and 
religious  matters  have  ahvaj's  excited  the  warmest 
interests  in  his  mind,  and  have  received  from  him  a 
hearty'  and  liberal  support.  In  fact,  all  worthy 
public  improvements  and  enterprises  have  received 
proper  consideration  and  encouragement  at  his 
hands.  As  a  business  man.  he  possesses  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  lived 
so  long,  and  where  his  integrity  and  honor  need  no 
indorsement.  Genial  and  warm-hearted,  and  an 
entertaining  conversationalist,  the  Judge  is  a  social 
favorite  in  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  AVe  take 
pleasure  in  presc^nting  his  portrait  in  connection 
with  this  sketch. 
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HARLES  WINZER,  of  the  wholesale  gro- 
Beklin,  Winzer  &  Co.,  of  Bur- 
was  born  in  Westplialia,  a 
Province  of  Prussia,  Germany,  on  the  loth  of 
June,  184.'),  and  is  a  son  of  Julius  and  Paulina 
(Cordemann)  Winzer.  He  was  educated  at  Rheda, 
Germany,  and  trained  to  mercantile  pursuits,  spend- 
ing some  time  in  Belgium  in  the  grocer^'  trade.  He 
came  from  there  to  the  United   States,  locating  at 


Burlington.  Iowa,  in  tlie  fall  of  1865,  where  he  at 
once  engaged  in  tlie  grocery  trade,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1870,  at  tliat  time  joining  Henry  Weis 
in  the  general  commission  business.  The  latter 
eonnecti(jn  continued  until  1873,  when  Mr.  Winzer 
became  a  partner  in  the  wholesale  grocer3'  business 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Starker,  Hagemanu  k 
Co.,  and  two  j-ears  later,  in  Februar3-,  1875,  he 
aided  in  tlie  organization  of  the  firm  of  Biklen, 
Winzer  &  Co.,  who  are  successors  to  the  former 
firm.  This  is  now  one  of  the  leading  wholesale 
giucerj-  houses  in  the  State. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Winzer  and  Miss  Augusta 
Knust  was  celebrated  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  A|)ril  13, 
18G9.  Siie  was  burn  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Carl  Knust.  Esq.  Plve  children  were 
bt)rn  to  them:  Pauline,  Emma,  Ella,  Alma  and  El- 
sie, all  born  at  Burlington.  Mr.  Winzer  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  but  not  an  active  partisan.  He  was 
the  first  of  his  family'  to  emigrate  from  the  old 
country  to  America,  and  is  thus  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  being  the  founder  of  a  family  in  the  New 
World.  An  active,  enterprising  business  man,  he  is 
liberal  in  his  views  on  matters  of  public  policy, 
prompt  and  relialile  in  the  fulfillment  of  all  his 
promises,  and  has  won  a  foremost  place  in  the  busi- 
ness circles  of  the  cilj',  wherein  he  h.as  made  his 
home  for  nearly  quarter  of  a  century. 

e HARLES  C.  AVOLFE,  a  native  of  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  now  residing  on  sec- 
tion 35,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  was  born 
in  Franklin  Township,  Aug.  9,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  Wolfe,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  county,  having  become  a  resident  in  1846,  and 
who  was  a  native  of  Germany,  born  near  Frankfort 
in  1812,  and  a  son  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth 
(Schwartz)  Wolfe.  In  his  native  country  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1846,  when  he  emigrated  to 
America.  Coming  to  Iowa  the  same  year,  he  made 
his  first  location  in  Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines 
County,  where  he  purchased  fort}'  acres  of  timber 
and  some  prairie  laud,  on  which  he  made  his  home 
for  three  years,  when  he  .sold  his  prairie  land  and 
bought  the  farm  in  Yellow  Spring  Township  where 
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his  son  Cliailes  C.  now  lives,  and  there  he  resided 
until  his  death,  wliich  occurred  Nov.  18,  1865.  To 
this  place  he  h.ad  added  by  subsequent  purchase, 
owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  a  tine  farm  of  21.i 
acres.  His  widow  still  lives  there  with  her  son,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Wolfe  was  a  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  for  many  years  before 
his  death  had  been  an  invalid.  In  1838,  in  his  na- 
tive place,  .John  Wolfe  w.as  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Kenner,  and  five  children  were  born  of  their 
union:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Peter  .Schwartz,  a  stone- 
mason, of  Burlington,  Iowa;  Catherine,  wife  of 
John  Bossniayer,  a  retired  tailor,  of  Burlington; 
Philip,  also  a  resident  of  that  city;  Charles  C,  our 
subject;  and  John,  residing  near  Yarmouth,  Iowa. 
The  bo3'hood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  upon 
the  farm,  and  his  early  education,  which  was  received 
at  the  district  school,  w.as  supplemented  b}'  a  course 
at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  College,  at  Bur- 
lington. In  1872  Mr.  Wolfe  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Matilda  Funk,  a  native  of  this  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  Funk,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many. By  this  marriage  there  are  six  children — 
Maria,  George,  Frank  W.,  Ida  P.,  Arthur  Charles 
and  an  infant.  For  ten  years  Mr.  Wolfe  has  been 
a  School  Trustee,  and  iu  politics  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  farm  and  fifteen 
acres  of  timber  land,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  rais- 
ing Short-horn  cattle  and  draft  horses.  He  is  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  Yellow  Spring  Township, 
everything  about  his  home  denotes  thrift  and  indus- 
try, and  he  is  recognized  by  his  fellow-citizens  as  a 
progressive  and  rising  young  man. 
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AJ.  ALBERT  A.  PERKINS,  of  the  firm 
of  Perkins  &  Peterson,  wholesale  and  re- 
Ij  tail  dealers  in  china,  glassware  and  pottery 
from  all  countries,  No.  401  Jefferson  street, 
Burlington,  Iowa.  This  business  was  established 
by  the  present  proprietor  in  August,  1865,  in  the 
retail  line,  in  company  with  his  brother,  J.  L.  Per- 
kins, under  the  firm  name  of  J.  L.  &  A.  A.  Perkins. 
They  began  jobbing  and  wholesaling  in  the  winter 
of  1867-68.  The  p.artnership  was  terminated  in 
1871,  by  the  death  of  the  brother,  at  which   time 


Maj.  Perkins  purchased  his  brother's  interest  of  the 
heirs,  continuing  the  business  aU)ne  until  the  spring 
of  1888.  The  M.ajor  built  up  a  fine  trade  there, which 
is  being  increased  by  the  present  firm,  their  store 
being  one  of  the  most  elegant  in  the  State,  the 
stock  of  the  best  and  most  complete  in  its  quality 
and  assortment  to  l)e  found  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

M.ij.  Perkins  w.as  born  in  Rushville,  Schuyler 
Co.,  111.,  Jan.  22,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Moses 
and  Sarah  V.  (Bergen)  Perkins.  His  father,  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire,  was  born  May  9,  1800,  and 
was  a  descendant  of  an  old  Puritan  family.  He 
immigrated  to  Virginia  in  early  life,  from  thence 
going  to  Illinois,  settling  near  Beardstown,  but 
subsequently  removed  to  Rushville,  where  he  be- 
came intimately  acquainted  with  Abraham  Lincoln, 
of  whom  he  was  a  great  admirer.  He  came  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  in  1845,  anil  engaged  in  hotel-keep- 
ing. His  death  occurred  March  4,  1879.  The 
Major's  mother  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  where  her 
family  had  lived  for  man}'  generations.  Her  an- 
cestors were  from  Holland,  and  were  among  the 
original  settlers  of  New  Amsterdam,  now  New 
York,  and  at  one  time  owned  a  large  portion  of 
Manhattan  Island.  Some  of  the  family  settled  in 
Illinois  while  it  was  yet  a  Territory,  since  which 
time  they  have  become  a  numerous  and  influential 
family  of  that  region.  One  member  was  a  dis- 
tinguished Presbyterian  divine  of  that  State. 

Albert  A.  Perkins  was  educated  at  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  Burlington,  and  when  but  a  lad 
began  clerking  in  a  mercantile  store.  He  was  era- 
ployed  for  a  time  with  Maj.  William  H.  Mauro,  then 
by  P.  Perkins,  and  later  by  J.  S.  Kimball  &  Co. 
Leaving  the  latter  he  entered  the  army  Aug.  28, 
1862,  and  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Company'  D,  25th  Iowa  Infantry.  He  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  in  February,  1863, 
and  to  that  of  Captain  May  9  of  the  same  year.  He 
was  in  active  service  with  his  company  and  regi- 
ment until  January,  1864,  when  he  was  detached  by 
Gen.  P.  J.  Osterhaus,  comm.andingthe  1st  Division. 
15th  Array  Corps,  as  Provost  Marshal  General  of 
the  division.  He  was  soon  called  by  the  General 
to  accept  the  position  of  Assistant  Inspector  Gen- 
eral of  the  division,  and  in  November,  1864,  was  de- 
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taclierl  as  Acting  Inspt-ctor  General  of  the  lotli 
Army  Corps,  occupyir.ir  that  position  during  the 
celelirated  marcli  to  the  sea.  He  was  with  Gen. 
Sherman  in  all  his  campaigns  up  to  January,  1865. 
when  he  was  detached  as  aid-de-camp  and  chief  of 
staff,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  on  the  staff  of  Maj. 
Gen.  Osterhaus.  He  accompanied  the  General 
through  the  campaign  of  Mobile,  having  had  the 
jionor  of  carrying  the  dispatches,  under  the  flag  of 
truce,  to  Meriden,  Miss.,  demanding  the  surrender 
of  Gen.  Dick  T.aylor's  army.  He  remaii.ed  on  the 
st!iff  of  Gen.  Osterhaus  until  .Tune  13,  I8G0,  when 
he  was  ordered  to  report  to  his  regiment,  and  was 
mustered  out. 

He  returned  to  Burlington  the  latter  part  of  .Tune, 
and  in  August  following  formed  a  ijartnershli)  with 
his  l)rother  in  the  china  and  crocker3'  business,  as 
before  mentioned.  The  Major  was  twice  compli- 
mented b3'  Gov.  Gear,  during  his  first  and  second 
administration,  by  being  appointed  Military  Secre- 
tary on  his  staff. 

Maj.  Perkins  was  married  at  Chicago,  Sept.  30, 
1869,  to  MissKittie  W.  Skinkle,  a  native  of  Musca- 
tine, Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  Lambert  V.  Skinkle, 
of  Chicago.  One  child  was  born  of  their  union,  a 
son,  Albert  Belknap,  born  at  Burlington,  .lul}'  11, 
1871.  The  M.ajor  is  an  active,  enterprising  busi- 
ness man,  and  has  always  taken  a  warm  interest  in 
matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  city  that 
has  so  long  been  his  home.  He  is  Vice  President 
of  the  Burlington  Board  of  Trade,  and  a  Trustee 
of  the  Public  Library.  Maj.  Perkins  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  the 
first  Department  Commander  of  Iowa  under  the 
new  organization,  and  held  that  position  from  Au- 
gust, 1876,  until  Januar}',  1879. 

ENEDICT  C.  PENNINGTON,  a  resident 
of  West  Burlington,  and  foreman  of  the 
freight-car  department  of  the  East  Iowa 
Division  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quin- 
cy  shops,  was  born  Nov.  2,  1843,  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Mus- 
ser)  Pennington,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Sussex  County,  Del.  To  them  were  born  eight  chil- 


dren: James,  a  farmer  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa. ; 
William,  editor  of  the  Mornimj  Call,  residing  near 
the  Susquehanna  River,  at  Port  Deposit;  our  sub- 
ject; Sarah,  wife  of  William  Wilkius,  a  resident  of 
Wellington,  Del.;  Thomas  F.,  a  sewing-machine 
agent,  of  Dover,  Del.;  .lolin,  a  blacksmith  of  Ches- 
ter County,  Pa. ;  Delia,  wife  of  Martin  Veadnkoph, 
a  resident  of  Wellington,  Del. ;  and  Benjamin  S., 
a  painter  engaged  in  the  carshops  of  West  Burling- 
ton. John  Pennington  was  a  shoemaker  bj'  trade. 
Honest,  upright  and  industrious,  lie  was  highly  re- 
spected b3'  all.  He  was  always  ready  to  aid  in 
any  educational  or  religions  interests,  and  especially 
in  the  latter  cause  his  labors  were  unceasing.  In 
18G2  he  was  obliged  to  leave  home,  and  while  011 
his  return  journej'  was  taken  sick  within  two  miles 
of  his  own  home,  and  died  at  the  house  of  a  friend, 
where  he  had  stopped.  His  wife  still  survives  him, 
making  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Veadn- 
koph, of  Wellington,  Del.,  and  is  also  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoital  Church. 

The  earl^'  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  Lan- 
caster Count}',  Pa.,  where  he  was  educated,  and 
worked  upon  a  farm,  also  aiding  his  father  in  the 
manufacture  of  shoes  for  the  trade  in  Wellington, 
Del.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  Mr.  Penning- 
ton learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  three  j-ears,  and  then  went  to 
Dover,  Del.,  where  he  was  in  an  undertaker's  estab- 
lishment, and  then  went  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  freight 
depot  on  Market  street,  in  that  cit}',  and  after  its 
completion  was  engaged  in  building  bridges  for 
the  Philadelphia  &  Baltimore  Railroad.  Later,  go- 
ing to  Cecil  County,  Md.,  Mr.  Pennington  leased  a 
farm,  which  he  operated  for  one  year,  after  which 
he  worked  at  his  trade  in  Farmingtou,  Md.,and  the 
following  spring  started  a  wagon-shop  in  Rising 
Sun,  Md.  Failing  health  caused  him  to  abandon 
this,  and  so,  in  I8G0.  he  decided  to  go  West. 
Reaching  Galesburg,  111.,  he  there  engaged  in  the 
carpenter  trade,  and  in  October,  1865,  secured 
work  in  the  freight-car  department  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  shops,  where  he  was  placed 
in  the  charge  of  building  freight  cars.  He  was  sub- 
sequently sent  by  the  company'  to  Buda,  111.,  h.av- 
ing  charge  of  the   flat-car  works  in  that  city,  and 


r 


-f 


<«- 


GIO 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


alsu  from  Kewanee  to  Menrlota.  In  January,  1875, 
]\Ir.  Pennington  was  appointed  to  the  responsible 
])Osition  of  foreman  of  tlie  freiglit-car  building, 
which  position  be  has  held  continuously  since.  He 
is  a  first-class  mechanic,  and  has  been  in  the  em- 
ploy of  tlie  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  for 
nearlj'  quarter  of  a  century,  which  fact  is  a  splen- 
di<i  testimonial  of  his  skill  and  labor,  as  the  com- 
pany hires  none  but  efficient  workmen. 

In  the  month  of  September.  1)SG9,  Mr.  Pennington 
was  united  in  marriage  vvitli  Miss  Caroline  Albrose, 
who  was  born  in  Menry  County,  111.,  in  1844,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  .Stephen  Albrose.  One  child  has 
graced  this  union — John  S.,  a  machinist.  Mr.  Pen- 
nington is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  County  since  1875, 
has  held  the  office  of  School  Director,  and  is  one  of 
the  honored  and   respected  citizens  of  the  county. 
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^l  OHN  L.  SCHOLL.  President  of  the  Burling- 
ton Saddlery  Company,  was  born  in  South- 
ern Prussia,  March  5,  1844.  and  is  a  son  of 
Peter  and  Marj'  (Gemmer)  Scholi.  He  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education,  served  a  regular  appren- 
ticeship to  the  harness  and  saddlery  trade  in  his 
native  Province,  and  eraigrateil  to  America  in 
18tl5.  He  came  directlj-  to  Iowa,  making  his  home 
at  Des  Moines  for  a  short  time,  but  settled  in  Bur- 
lington the  same  year  of  his  arrival  in  the  .State. 

Like  many  of  his  countrymen  who  have  attained 
a  good  position,  sociallj-  .and  financially,  upon  Amer- 
ican soil.  Mr.  Scholi  came  to  this  country  poor  in 
purse,  and  at  first  employed  himself  at  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do  to  make  an  honest  living.  He  soon 
.secured  a  job  as  a  journeyman  harness-maker,  and 
was  thus  occupied  until  1873,  when  he  opened  up 
a  shop  for  himself.  This  he  carried  on  successfully 
for  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  was  instrumental  in 
incorporating  the  Burlington  Saddlery  Company, 
and  is  now  Superintendent  of  the  wholesale  depart- 
ment, in  adrlition  to  his  oflice  as  President.  A  his- 
tory of  this  compan\',  which  maintains  an  important 
))osition  among  the  industries  of  Burlington,  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  tliis  work. 

The  subject  of   this  sketch  was   married  in  Bur- 
..^ 


lington,  Sept.  2'J.  18G9,  to  Mi-^s  Johanna  Helena, 
daughter  of  Frederick  Lindstadt,  of  this  city.  Mrs. 
Scholi  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  and 
emigrated  to  America  in  1864.  Tlie  seven  children 
of  this  union,  one  son  and  six  daughters,  are  named 
as  follows:  Augusta,  Frederick,  Dorothea,  Anna, 
Laura,  Amelia  and  Helena,  all  born  in  Burlington. 
Mr.  Scholi  and  his  family  are  connected  with  the 
German  Lutheran  (Zion)  Church.  In  politics  Mr. 
S.  is  independent.  "When  a  member  of  the  family 
who  has  lived  for  many  generations  in  a  foreign 
country  breaks  awa3'  Ironi  the  ties  of  kindred  and 
old  associations  to  emigrate  to  the  New  World, 
and  found  a  family,  it  is  an  event  in  its  history 
worthy  of  being  made  a  matter  of  record.  Mr. 
Scholi  stands  in  that  relation  to  his  kindred,  and 
years  hence  his  descendants,  after  many  genera- 
tions shall  have  passed  away,  will  point  to  this 
record  as  the  true  history  of  the  founding  of  their 
family  in  the  New  World. 

Mr.  Scholi  is  a  thorough  master  of  his  business, 
and  has  by  industry,  frugality,  and  patient  applica- 
tion to  duty,  won  success.  He  stands  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  most  important  industries  of  the  city, 
the  outgrowth  of  the  modest  business  he  started  in 
1873. 


ylLLIAM  S.  UOBBS.  a  blacksmith,  of  Kos- 
suth, Iowa,  was  born  in  Chemung  County, 
N.  Y.,  Jan.  9,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Eliza  (Lanphier)  Hobbs,  the  father  a  native  of 
England,  the  mother  of  New  York.  The  earlj'  life 
of  oursubject  was  spent  upon  a  farm,  but  when  only 
eighteen  j-ears  of  age  he  responded  to  his  country's 
call  for  volunteers  to  put  down  the  Rebellion,  and 
enlisted  in  the  20th  Illinois  Infantry,  serving  for 
three  years.  He  participated  in  the  following  bat- 
tles: Oxford,  Port  Gibson,  Raymond.  Jackson 
(Miss.),  Champion  Hills,  Bl.ack  River,  Vicksburg, 
.Sherman's  March,  Big  Shanty,  Kennesaw  Mountain 
and  Atlanta,  where,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1864,  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  confined  in  Macon,  Ga.,  and 
afterward  at  Anderson  ville.  He  was  held  as  a  pris- 
oner until  the  close  of  the  war,  eight  months  in  all. 
After  being  mustered  out  of  service,  Mr.  Hobbs 
returned  to  his  home  near  Joliet,  111.,  where  he  had 
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previously  removofl  with  his  pfirents  in  1848.  He 
engaged  as  a  railroari  engineer,  but  being  injured 
in  an  accident,  gave  uj)  that  business,  and  in  1806 
came  to  Louisa  County.  Iowa,  wiierehe  learned  tlie 
trade  of  blacksmith  with  his  brother  at  Toolsboro. 
AVhile  a  resident  of  the  latter  place,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Nancy  Jane  Gilmore,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Ransom  and  Huldah 
(Downer)  Gilmore.  The  marriage  was  celebrated 
in  1866,  and  shortly  after  the  young  couple  re- 
moved to  New  Boston,  III.,  where  lie  engaged  .as 
a  journeyman,  residing  there  until  the  following 
spring,  when  he  again  came  to  Iowa,  this  time  locat- 
ing in  Northfield.  Mr.  Hobbs  made  that  his  home 
seven  years,  engaging  in  the  blacksmitliing  trade, 
and  in  1877  removed  to  Nebraska.  A  short  time 
sufficed  to  convince  him  that  he  preferred  the  former 
State  as  a  home,  and  consequently  he  returned  to 
Toolsboro,  where  he  was  emploj'ed  for  a  year  and 
a  half,  later  took  up  his  residence  in  Mediapolis, 
remaining  there  until  188.i,  and  then  removed  to 
Kossuth,  where  he  has  lived  continuously  since. 
He  has  a  blacksmith-shop,  where  he  does  all  kinds 
of  general  repairing,  and  being  a  flrst-elass  me- 
chanic, his  work  gives  perfect  satisfaction. 

Three  children  have  been  bf)rn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hobbs — William  Curtis,  Hallie  Raymond  and  Nel- 
lie Viola.  Religiously,  Mr.  Hobbs  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife; 
sociall3%  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  politicall}-, 
he  is  a  Republican.  The  death  of  Mr.  Hobbs' father 
occurred  in  1851,  when  he  was  tift3'  years  old. 
His  mother  still  resides  in  Mediapolis,  Iowa. 


^ ^.^ ^ 

ILO  W.  PHILLIPS,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  is 
a  native  of  Jennings  County,  Ind.,  born 
Dec.  11,  1834.  His  parents,  Brannock  and 
Eliza  (Wells)  Phillips,  went  to  Indiana 
from  Mt.  Sterling.  Ky.,  being  originally  from  Dor- 
chester, Md.,  though  of  English  and  German  de- 
scent. His  father  was  a  mercliant,  and  trained  his 
son  in  the  same  profession.  In  185G  Mr.  M.  W. 
Phillips  came  to  Iowa  and  worked  on  a  salarj'  as 
salesman  for  two  3'ears,  and  in  18.59  started  a  gen- 
eral store  at  Moravia.  Iowa.     On  the  4th  of  Jan- 


nary,  1860,  he  wedded  Miss  El'zabeth  J.  Combs,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Michael  Combs,  of  Albia,  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Philips  was  born  near  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  She 
died  Oct.  4,  1874.  leaving  three  sons- — Grant  V., 
Cyrus  C.  and  Paul  H.  Mr.  Phillips  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  as  a  private,  in  Company  G,  4Gth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, in  May,  1864.  and  served  until  March,  186.5. 

AVhile  in  the  service  Mr.  Phillips  continued  his 
l)usiness  at  Moravia,  leaving  it  in  the  care  of  his 
family  and  emjiloyes.  On  his  return  from  the  South 
he  resumed  charge  of  his  store,  continuing  the  busi- 
ness until  1866.  when  he  sold  out  and  engaged  in 
his  present  business  at  Burlington,  which  is  that  of 
a  wholesale  dealer  in  hats,  caps,  furs,  gloves,  etc., 
the  only  wholesale  house  in  this  line  in  the  cit}'. 
They  occup}'  tlie  handsome  brick  structure  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Third  and  Jefferson  streets. 
The  three  sons  of  Mr.  Phillips,  now  aged  respect- 
ively twentj^-four,  twent3'-two  and  sixteen  3ears, 
are  employed  with  their  father  in  his  business  at 
Burlington. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  Bur- 
lington Lodge  No.  1,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.;  isalso  a  mem- 
ber of  Flint  Hills  Lodge  No.  29,  K.  of  P. ;  of  Phosnix 
Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. ;  and  of  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America.  Mr.  Phillips  is  an  active  but  con- 
servative business  man,  of  broad  views,  self-reliant 
and  earnest  in  wh.atever  he  undertakes,  enterprising 
and  reliable  in  all  matters  of  business,  and  is  justly 
classed  among  the  leading  citizens  of  Burliugton. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

The  business  carried  on  by  M.  W.  Phillips  &  Co. 
is  deserving  of  more  extended  notice.  They  are 
the  only  wholesale  dealers  in  hats,  caps,  furs,  gloves, 
etc.,  in  Burlington.  The  large  brick  structure  oc- 
cupied by  them  is  four  stories  high,  with  a  b.ase- 
raent,  and  is  fortj'-five  feet  fronton  Jefferson  street, 
and  eighty  feet  deep  on  Third.  The  entire  build- 
ing, except  a  portion  of  the  ground  floor,  is  occu- 
pied by  this  house.  The  business  was  established 
by  M.  W.  Phillips  in  1,S6G.  and  in  1867  S.  S.  Haw- 
kins bought  into  it,  .ind  maintained  his  connection 
for  a  term  of  ten  years.  In  1871  they  opened  a 
retail  store  in  addition  to  the  wholesale  business, 
and  in  1877  Mr.  Phillips  bought  out  his  partner, 
and  for  one  jear  Ojierated  liolh  stores  alone.  The 
existing  partnership  with  J.  B.  Clayton  was  formed 
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in  1878  in  the  wliolesale  trade,  under  the  firm  name 
of  M.  W.  Philli|)s  &  Co.  This  is  the  largest  store 
of  its  kind  in  the  .State.  They  do  an  annual  busi- 
ness of  $150,000,  and  their  trade  extends  through 
Iowa  and  into  Nebrask.T,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Illinois 
and  Dakota.  They  employ  six  traveling  salesmen, 
and  from  six  to  eight  local  emploj'es.  In  1887 
Mr.  Phillips  admitted  A.  B.  Hawkins  as  a  partner  in 
the  retail  store,  under  the  firm  name  of  Phillips  & 
Hawkins.  They  do  an  annual  trade  of  130,000, 
and  have  one  of  the  best  stocked  establishments  in 
tiie  line  of  hats,  caps,  furs  and  furnishing  goods  in 
tlie  city,  and  also  in  the  State,  and  are  known  as  a 
tiioroughly  reliable  house.  Mr.  Phillips  has,  during 
his  more  than  twenty  years'  business  in  Burlington, 
acquired  and  sustained  the  reputation  of  an  honest, 
trustwurtli3'  business  man. 
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<iY;OSEPH  E.  GURNEY,  proprietor  of  the  Bo- 
nanza Department  Store,  Nos.  421  Jefferson 
and  21 4  North  Fifth  streets,  Burlington,  Iowa, 
^&)j  was  born  in  Herefordshire,  England,  April 
12,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Edward  and  Fannie 
(Williams)  Gurney.  The  death  of  his  father  oc- 
curred when  he  was  yet  a  child,  and  with  his  mother 
and  stepfather.  Mr.  Arrowsmith,  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica soon  afterward.  The  family  located  at  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  where  our  subject,  who  had  completed 
his  education  in  his  native  country,  was  apprenticed 
to  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  pursued  that  vocation 
for  eleven  j-ears,  when,  having  accumulated  a  few 
hundred  dollars,  he  purchased  a  team  and  notion 
wagon,  and  began  business  on  the  road  as  a  ped- 
dler, starting  in  the  fall  of  1876  in  the  retail  line. 
Mr.  Gurney  was  so  successful  that  in  1878  he  was 
able  to  sell  by  wholesale,  and  two  years  later,  in 
1880,  he  opened  the  now  popular  Bonanza  Depart- 
ment Store  on  Jefferson  and  Fifth  streets,  a  descrip- 
tion of  which  business  occurs  in  another  part  of 
this  work.  Mr.  Gurney' seems  peculiarly  fitted  for 
this  line  of  business,  and  while  a  bo}'  in  his  native 
land  had  some  experience  in  mercantile  life.  Ener- 
getic, enterprising  and  methodical,  he  has  prospered 
in  his  undertakings,  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade, 


and  probably  h.as  the  largest  business  of  any  local 
house  in  tlie  line  of  holiday  goods,  and  his  annual 
income  exceeds  $20,000. 

In  February.  1881,  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Gurney  and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Nichols 
was  celebrated.  Mrs.  Gurney  was  born  in  Upper 
Canada,  and  is  a  daughter  of  W.  I.  Nichols.  One 
child  was  born  of  their  union,  a  son,  Edward  Jo- 
seph, born  in  Burlington.  Socially,  Mr.  Gurney  is 
a  member  of  Burlington  Council  No.  531,  of  the 
Order  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 


^^?5)0TTL0B  JACOB  HOHL,  a  prominent  citi- 
l|[  (— -,  zen  of  Burlington,  whose  home  is  on  West 
^^^J,  avenue,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
July  15,  1831.  and  in  his  youth  attended  school 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  learned  garden- 
ing and  grape-raising  with  his  father,  who  was  a 
wine  and  vegetable  gardener.  He  remained  at 
home  until  coming  to  America  in  the  spring  of 
1854,  and  he  was  the  first  one  of  the  family  to  set- 
tle in  tliis  country.  Upon  his  arrival  Mr.  Hohl  went 
to  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  engaging  for  two  years  as  a 
farm  hand  with  William  Sifert,  and  then  came  to 
Burlington  in  the  month  of  April.  1856.  After 
working  in  the  city  for  about  a  year,  he  found 
employment  with  Gov.  Grimes,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued for  six  years,  and  in  the  meantime  was  united 
in  marriage,  he  and  his  wife  still  making  his  home 
at  the  Governor's  for  four  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  Mr.  Hohl  was  again  employed  in 
Burlington  for  about  a  year,  and  then  purchased  liis 
present  home  farm  of  sixteen  acres,  and  has  it 
nearly  all  stocked  with  a  fine  variety  of  fruits,  vines 
and  berries,  such  as  apples,  pears,  grapes,  and  a 
large  variety  of  smaller  fruits,  together  with  a 
marketgarden.  Through  his  industry  and  economy' 
he  lias  been  very  successful,  accumulating  a  com- 
fortable competency,  and  also  owns  twenty  acres  of 
land  on  the  Mt.  Pleasant  road  near  West  Burlington. 
Mr.  Hohl  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Dora 
D.  Wehmenn,  daughter  of  Ernest  Wehmenn,  one 
of  tlie  pioneer  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County.  They 
are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  three  sons  and 
four  daughters :  The  eldest,  Emma  D.,  was  united  in 
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marriage  with  Philip  Paule  April  12,  1888;  John, 
who  wedilecl  Mary  Schniker,  Nov.  25,  1886;  the 
otiier  children  are  Jane,  Tilly,  Eddie,  Willie  and 
Clara,  and  all  were  born  in  Burlington.  Mr.  Hohl 
and  family  are  members  of  the  German  Evangeliual 
Zion  Church,  of  which  J.  Zimmerman  is  the  pastor. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hohl  is  independent,  voting  for  the 
man  and  not  the  party.  He  is  a  worthy  example  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  by  strict  integrity,  and  an 
unshaken  purpose  to  vvin  for  himself  a  home.  He 
has  a  fine  home,  a  commodious  brick  residence,  and 
enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


!!t?5i- 


iJl^'RANCLS  W.  BROOKS.  It  will  not  be  ex- 
lU^fe]  pected  that  a  brief  sketch  can  do  justice  to 
i/15)  ~  the  character  of  a  man  vvho  was  many  years 
prominently  before  the  community;  but  the  record 
of  a  successful  life  is  an  addition  to  the  accumulat- 
ing historj'  of  this  progressive  age,  and  is  worth}' of 
perpetuation  for  an  example  to  generations  coming 
forward.  The  biographer  has  it  in  his  power  to 
rear  a  monumentum  (xre  perennius  above  the  tombs 
of  the  departed,  and  much  that  cannot  be  con- 
veyed to  posterity  by  the  memorial  marble  is  thus 
extended  through  the  years  to  come. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  in  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  March  6,  1820,  and  at  ten 
years  of  age  he  went  to  live  in  Canada  with  his 
uncle,  J.  C.  Pcasley,  and  with  him  he  came  to  Bur- 
lington in  1842,  and  his  first  business  undertaking 
was  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  F.  J.  C.  Peasley  & 
Co.,  in  the  commission  line.  When  the  discovery 
of  gold  in  California  was  made,  Mr.  Brooks  foresaw 
the  possibility  of  realizing  wealth  in  that  distant 
land,  and  proposed  to  go  there.  On  the  2d  of 
April,  1849,  he  left  Burlington  in  company  with 
La  Fayette  Brooks,  J.  S.  McClnre,  S.  Fonts,  J.  S. 
Mathews,  Jeremiah  Frick  and  William  Moore,  with 
four  teams  having  four  yoke  of  oxen  each.  On  the 
5th  of  May  he  crossed  the  Missouri  River,  and  on 
the  1 1th  of  Jui\e  crossed  tlie  Platte  River,  where 
the  company   came  near   having  serious    dilflculty 


with  other  trains,  which  was  only  prevented  by 
making  vigorous  demonstrations  and  preparations 
indicative  of  their  intentions  to  carry  their  point 
at  the  expense  of  their  lives.  On  the  15th  of 
August  he  arrived  at  the  gold  diggings,  and  it  was 
in  California  that  Mr.  Brooks  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  fortune,  for  by  his  business  abilities  he  was  able 
to  take  charge  of  commercial  enterprises  that 
realized  a  profitable  return;  but  the  mines  of  Cali- 
fornia yielded  nothing  as  valuable  to  him  as  the 
acquaintance  there  made  of  the  lady  who  was  after- 
ward his  wife.  On  his  return,  in  1852,  Mr.  Brooks 
went  into  the  banking  business,  under  the  name  of 
F.  J.  C.  Peasley  <fe  Co.,  and  after  two  years  the  firm 
of  Coolbaugh  &  Brooks  was  established,  they,  in 
1858,  organizing  the  Burlington  Branch  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Iowa,  of  which  Mr.  Brooks  was  first  Cashier 
and  afterward  President.  This  institution  carried 
on  a  successful  and  highly  remunerative  business 
until  it  was  merged  in  1865  into  the  National  State 
Bank  of  Iowa,  of  which  Mr.  Brooks  was  President 
until  the  time  of  his  death. 

Thus  far  we  have  devoted  ourselves  entirely  to 
Mr.  Brooks  as  a  business  man,  and  have  not  al- 
luded to  the  social  relations  that  made  his  busy  life 
happy  and  comforting.  On  the  27th  of  .June,  1851, 
he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Harriet  C.  Beach,  and  dur- 
ing their  years  of  married  felicity  they  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Caroline,  widow 
of  Bernard  Dassel,  residing  at  Burlington;  James 
W. ,  who  married  Miss  Lily  Roads,  is  the  present 
Assistant  Cashier  of  the  National  State  Bank,  of  Bur- 
lington ;  Clara, wife  of  John  T.  McChesne}',  Piesident 
of  the  Aberdeen  National  Bank,  of  Aberdeen,  Dak. ; 
Annis  Copp,  wife  of  S.  S.  Hawkins,  of  Burlington; 
Charles  E.,  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Orl(jnville,  Minn., 
married  Flora  Carjjenter;  Francis  William,  vvho  mar- 
ried Jessie  Hayden,  is  in  the  real-estate  and  loan 
business  at  Aberdeen,  Dak.,  and  a  partner  in  the 
Brown  County  Bank;  Harry  wedded  Miss  Kitlie 
Cheeseman,  of  New  England,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
wholesale  grocery  house  of  Brooks,  Smith,  Taylor  & 
Co.,  of  Burlington;  Fred  died  May  28,  1887;  JLary 
Peasley,  the  youngest,  is  a  student,  and  resides 
with  her  mother  at  Burlington.  Mrs.  Brooks  was 
married,  in  April,  1883,  to  .lames  Lasell,  and  they 
have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Ruth. 
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Tlie  last  employment  of  Mr.  Brooks'  life  was  the 
building  and  arranging  of  the  beautiful  home  where 
tile  family  now  reside,  and  wliile  oigaged  in  super- 
intending the  improvements  upon  this  place  he  was 
stricken  down  by  apoplexy,  and  the  fertile  brain 
and  active  hands  that  had  carved  out  a  fortune  but 
little  less  than  a  millionaire  were  silenced  and  stif- 
fened in  death  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1869.  It 
w.as  onl}'  a  little  less  than  eighteen  3'ears  from  the 
time  that  Rev.  Dr.  Salter  confirmed  the  holy  vows 
of  matrimony  upon  this  couple  that  pale  death  dis- 
solved the  union,  and  he  stood  aljove  the  coffin  of 
Francis  W.  Brooks  to  say  the  fitting  words  that 
would  consign  his  Ixxly  to  the  grave.  A  large  pro- 
cession of  friends  and  mourners  followed  his  re- 
mains to  the  cemetery,  inclnding  his  brothers  of 
the  mystic  tie  in  Des  Moines  Lodge  No.  1,  and 
Iowa  Royal  Arch  Chapter. 

The  character  of  Mr.  Brooks,  by  which  we  me.an 
the  natural  qualities  of  his  mind  and  heart,  is  diffi- 
cult to  describe.  Upon  all  hands  it  is  agreed  that 
he  was  a  careful  man  in  business,  and  in  the  most 
perilous  times  of  our  financial  troubles  it  was  com- 
monly said  that  "Mr.  Brooks  is  safe,"  by  all  who 
dealt  with  iiim  when  he  was  President  of  the  Bur- 
lington Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa.  All 
heavy  business  men  considered  him  prudent,  and 
his  successors  claim  that  all  of  the  wealth  (more 
than  half  a  million)  tiiat  he  left  was  a  product  of  a 
close,  far  seen,  and  an  entirely  legitimate  banking 
business.  To  all  of  this  we  must  agree,  Init  an 
impartial  observer  cannot  help  seeing  in  him  the 
evidence  of  a  Napoleonic  boldness  and  a  firmness 
that  compels  success.  It  is  known  that  in  close 
times  Mr.  Brooks  carried  men  through  on  his  judg- 
ment of  their  ability  and  resources,  and  men  are  on 
the  street  to-day  who  bless  the  memory  of  Frank 
Brooks,  as  he  was  popularl3'  known,  for  holding 
them  up  when  tlie  flood  was  coming  over  them.  He 
was  not  an  expressive,  demonstrative  man,  and 
never  made  a  displaj-  of  his  sympathy  or  generosity, 
but  there  are  many  who  have  seen  the  stealthy  ap- 
proach of  ruin  in  their  business  that  will  never  for- 
get his  helping  hand.  Business  was  his  life,  his  all; 
it  made  him  and  it  unmade  him,  for  intense  appli- 
cation [irobably  laid  the  foundation  of  his  final  and 
fatal  illness,  and  while  the  honors  of  life  and  all  its 


comforts  were  gathering  around  him,  in  one  fell 
hour  the  destroyer  came  and  took  him  in  the  prime 
of  life  to  the  unknown  world. 
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A.  ■\VRIG1IT,  M.D.,  deceased.  It  is  fitting 
in  this  volume  that  memories  of  the  dead  as 
well  as  experiences  of  the  living  be  presented 
to  the  world,  and  in  the  sketch  of  IJr.  Wright, 
who,  during  his  life,  was  one  of  the  best  known  and 
popular  medical  men  of  Southeastern  Iowa,  the  his- 
torian feels  that  a-  contribution  to  history  of  the  per- 
sonal sketch  of  a  highly  deserving  man  is  given, 
which  adds  largely  to  the  encyclo|)edia  of  the  best 
known  people  of  Danville  Township. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Indiana,  near  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  in  October,  1842,  and  is  a  sou  of  Cypron 
Wright,  vvho  in  1856  removed  to  Louisa  County, 
Iowa.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Wright  died  in  Indiana, 
and  his  three  children  accompanied  him  to  Iowa: 
the  Doctor;  Caroline,  wife  of  W.  S.  Hogue;  Thomas 
who  married  Amelia  Wolf,  and  resides  near  Villisca, 
Iowa. 

Dr.  Wright  secured  a  classical  education  after 
coming  to  Iowa,  and  taught  school  for  several  terms. 
His  genial  manners  and  correct  habits  made  him  a 
favorite  with  the  general  public  wherever  he  went, 
and  his  education  eminently  qualified  him  for  a 
proud  position  in  life.  Choosing  medicine  as  a 
profession,  he  began  its  study  under  the  able  tutel- 
age of  Dr.  J.  R.  Miller,  of  Elvaston,  III.,  and  later 
took  two  courses  of  lectures  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
graduating  from  that  college  in  1867.  Dr.  Wright 
soon  after  located  at  Danville,  where  a  nice  practice 
was  secured.  During  this  time  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Alice  M.  Smith  was  formed,  and  she  became 
his  wife  June  9,1874.  In  1878  Dr.  Wright  matric- 
ulated at  the  Medical  University  of  Louisiana,  from 
which  noted  college  he  was  graduated  with  honor  in 
1879.  He  returned  to  Danville  and  again  resumed 
his  practice,  which  was  continuous  until  failing 
health  forced  him  to  suspend  business,  and  his  death, 
from  that  dread  disease,  consumption,  occurred  Dec. 
19,  1882. 

Quoting  from  remarks  made  b}'  one  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  who  knew  the  Doctor  intimate!}'  in  both 
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public  and  private  life,  we  place  them  on  record  as 
a  eiilog3",  butli  modest  and  truthful:  •' As  a  man, 
he  was  genial  and  courteous;  in  business  and  judg- 
ment, firm  and  unbiased;  as  free  from  fault  and  as 
pure  in  principle  as  one  in  a  thousand."  Could 
anything  more  be  said  in  praise  of  his  virtues?  His 
death  was  not  unexpected,  but  his  life  ebbed  away 
as  sinks  the  sun  behind  the  western  horizon.  His 
skill  had  restored  hope  and  health  to  man}',  but 
science  was  unequal  to  the  restoration  of  his  own 
health,  although  no  means  were  left  untried.  Travel, 
the  most  careful  nursing,  and  the  best  art  in  medi- 
cine, availed  nothing.  The  remains  of  Dr.  Wright 
w^ere  interred  in  the  Aspen  Grove  Cemetery  at  Bur- 
lington, and  the  members  of  tiie  Des  Moines  Count}' 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  charter 
members,  attended  the  funeral  in  a  body.  Dr.  Wright 
was  also  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Danville  Lodge  No. 
48,  and  to  Burlington  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. 

One  son,  R.a}-  P^dward,  born  Jan.  1,  1880,  graced 
his  marriage.  Mrs.  Alice  Wright  was  appointed  Post- 
mistress of  Danville,  Iowa,  in  October,  1885,  suc- 
ceeding A.  M.  Messenger.  Her  education  well 
qualifies  her  for  the  position,  and  she  is  the  first 
Democratic  occupant  of  the  office  at  Danville.  Her 
parents,  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Ellison  Smith,  are  among  the 
oldest  and  most  highl}'  respected  citizens  of  Dan- 
ville, and  have  spent  many  years  in  this  count}'. 
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^^EN.  AUGUSTUS  C.  DODGE  is  numbered 
III  £— ,  among  the  honored  pioneers  of  Des  Moines 
^^M  County,  and  during  his  life  was  among  the 
most  noted  rnen.  He  sprang  from  good  old  Revolu- 
tionary stock,  and  the  patriotism  of  his  ancestors 
found  an  abiding-place  in  his  heart.  Henry  Dodge 
and  Christiana,  (laughter  of  James  McDonald,  were 
married  in  1800,  a  few  miles  west  of  St.  Louis.  Of 
their  thirteen  children  nine  grew  to  maturity,  Au- 
gustus C.  being  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He 
was  born  Jan.  2,  1812,  at  St.  Genevieve,  Mo.,  then 
in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  the  oldest  settlement 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River,  about  sixty 
miles  below  St.  Louis.  In  that  new  and  sparsely 
settled  country  his  boyhood  days  were  passed.     His 


father  was  a  man  of  note,  even  at  that  time,  and 
during  the  struggle  with  Great  Britain,  from  1812 
to  1815,  was  in  command  of  a  battalion  of  militia, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  keep  the  Indians  at  bay.  For 
his  services  he  was  appointed  Brigadier  General  of 
the  militia  of  Missouri  Territory.  On  the  return  of 
peace,  he  engaged  in  mining  and  smelting,  and  in 
the  manufacture  of  salt.  The  eilucational  facilities 
of  that  region  were  very  scant,  and  the  only  school 
Augustus  attended  for  a  few  months  was  kept  in  a 
log  school-house,  in  which  the  light  came  through 
greased  paper;  pencils  were  made  from  a  bullet 
beaten  into  shape  and  hammered  to  a  point;  pens 
were  made  witli  a  Barlow  knife,  and  ink  from  the 
boiling  of  butternut  bark  or  gunpowder.  Mean- 
while the  boy  gained  strength  and  self-reliance  for 
the  struggle  of  life  in  which  he  was  to  engage. 

In  1827  the  family  removed  to  the  Fever  River 
lead  mines.  Upon  arriving  at  Galena,  on  July  4, 
they  found  the  town  in  a  state  of  alarm  from  fear  of 
an.  attack  from  the  Winnebago  Indians.  Henry 
Dodge  was  at  once  waited  upon  by  citizens  and 
asked  to  take  command  of  forces  for  the  defense  of 
the  mining  district.  Young  Augustus  wished  to 
join  them,  and  when  told  that  he  was  too  young, 
appealed  to  his  father,  who,  giving  him  a  small  shot 
gun,  remarked,  "Shoot  well,  my  boy." 

Upon  the  restoration  of  peace,  Henry  Dodge 
located  at  a  point  about  forty-five  miles  northeast 
of  Galena,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  Dodge's 
Grove.  AVhen  the  Black  Hawk  War  broke  out,  in 
1832,  he  was  Colonel  of  the  militia  of  Wisconsin 
Territory,  and  on  the  25th  of  April  was  directed 
by  Gen.  Atkinson  to  raise  as  many  mounted  men  in 
the  mining  regions  as  could  be  obtained  for  service 
against  the  hostile  Indians.  In  one  company  then 
raised  Augustus  was  elected  Lieutenant  of  volun- 
teers, for  home  protection,  and  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wisconsin  he  conducted  himself  bravely.  On  the 
march,  or  camping  out,  he  was  always  cheerful  and 
obliging  to  the  men. 

During  these  years  the  family  divided  their  time 
between  their  residence  near  Dodgeville  and  St. 
Genevieve,  and  Augustus  made  frequent  trips  be- 
tween the  two  places.  In  February,  1 837,  he  visited 
the  National  Capitol,  where,  as  the  son  of  a  friend 
of  the  President,  and  one  who  had  made  a  national     ^ ' 
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reputation  in  the  Black  Hawk  AVar.  and  through  the 
attentions  of  his  uncle,  Senator  Linn,  he  enjo3ed 
unusual  facilities  for  seeing  pulilic  men  and  ob- 
serving: public  affairs.  Returning  home,  on  the  19th 
of  March.  1837,  he  was  nnited  in  marriage,  near 
St.  Genevieve,  with  Miss  Clara  A.  Hertich,  daughter 
of  Prof.  Joseph  Hertich.  Tlieir  union  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly iiappy  one,  and  to  them  were  born  eight 
children — William  J.,  Marceline  M.,  Augustus  V., 
Christiana,  Clara  A.,  Henry  J.,  Charles  J.  and 
William  W. 

In  1838  Mr.  Dodge  was  appointed  by  President 
Van  Buren,  Register  of  the  United  States  Land  Office 
at  Burlington,  and  removed  to  this  citj',  wliich  was 
his  home  the  rest  of  liis  life.  He  made  an  exceedingly 
popular  officer,  often  going  out  of  the  way  to  help 
some  unfortunate  settler  in  securing  the  title  to  his 
land.  The  services  then  rendered  were  remembered 
by  the  settlers  in  after  years. 

On  the  14th  day  of  January,  1839,  Mr.  Dodge 
was  appointed,  by  Gov.  Lucas,  Brigadier  General  of 
the  2d  Brigade  of  the  1st  Division  of  the  Militia  of 
Iowa  Territory.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  Missouri 
laid  claim  to  a  portion  of  Iowa  Territory  on  its 
southern  border,  which  was  the  occasion  of  great 
excitement.  December  11  Gen.  Dodge's  brigade 
was  called  out.  On  reaching  Van  Buren  County, 
Gen.  Dodge  was  sent  with  two  others  to  the  en- 
campment of  the  Missouri  militia,  and  a  friendly 
conference  following,  an  amicable  settlement  was 
arranged,  and  the  troops  disbanded. 

In  the  summer  of  1840,  without  thought  or  efifort 
on  his  part.  Gen.  Dodge  was  nominated  Delegate  to 
Congress.  He  m.ade  a  canvass  of  the  Territory,  in 
company  with  his  Whig  competitor,  Alfred  Rich, 
and  was  elected  by  a  majoritj'  of  585,  receiving 
many  Whig  votes.  On  the  2d  of  September  he 
took  his  seat  in  Congress,  and  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber following,  he  welcomed  his  f.ather  to  a  seat  by 
his  side,  as  a  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, the  first  and  oidy  instance  of  a  father  and 
son  sitting  together  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Government.  He  served 
as  Delegate  until  the  admission  of  Iowa  into  the 
Union,  Dec.  28,  1846,  a  period  of  six  years  of 
laborious  service.  In  the  limits  of  this  sketch  a 
record   of   this  service   cannot  be  given,  and   the 


reader's  attention  is  called  to  the  life  of  Gen.  Dodge, 
by  Dr.  William  Salter,  published  in  1887. 

The  First  General  Asserabl}-  of  the  State  of  Iowa 
was  not  able  to  agree  upon  the  election  of  United 
States  Senators,  but  the  Second  Assembly,  Dec.  2. 
1848,  elected  Gen.  Dodge  and  George  W.  Jones. 
Mr.  Dodge  drew  for  the  short  term,  ending  March 
4,  1 849,  and  was  at  once  re-elected  for  the  term 
ending  March  4,  1855.  As  seven  years  before  the 
son  had  welcomed  the  father  to  a  seat  by  his  side 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  so  now  the  father, 
who  had  entered  the  Senate  on  the  23d  of  the 
previous  June,  as  one  of  the  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  greeted  the  arrival  of  his  son  in 
the  Senate  Chamber.  This  was  an  unprecedented 
occurrence.  It  was  also  noteworthy  that  Augustus 
C.  Doilge  was  the  first  person  born  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River  to  become  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States.  He  w.as  congratulated  by  Mrs.  Fremont, 
wife  of  Gen.  Fremont,  who  said  :  "General,  I  am  sure 
that  you  will  be  the  best  behaved  man  in  the  Senate, 
on  the  ground  that  a  dutiful  son  will  be  exceedingly 
decorous  in  the  immediate  presence  of  his  father." 

The  time  in  which  Gen.  Dodge  served  in  the 
United  States  Senate  was  an  exciting  one  in  the 
historj-  of  the  country.  He  favored  the  Compro- 
mise Bill  of  1850,  but  voted  against  Jefferson 
Davis'  proposition  to  make  void  the  prohibition  of 
slavery  that  had  existed  under  the  Mexican  law, 
and  extend  the  Missouri  Compromise  Line  of  1820, 
so  as  to  authorize  slaverj-  north  of  it,  and  he  voted 
for  the  admission  of  California  under  her  constitu- 
tion prohibiting  slavery.  Mr.  Dodge  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
favored  the  passage  of  the  Homestead  Bill.  In  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  struggle  of  1854,  he  followed  the 
lead  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  One  of  the  best 
speeches  delivered  in  the  Senate  in  favor  of  the 
organization  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  under  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  Bill,  and  sneeringly  spoken  of  as 
"Squatter  Sovereigntj',"  was  by  him.  In  answer  to 
Senator  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  who  said,  "There  are 
certain  meni.al  employments  wliich  belong  exclu- 
sively to  the  negro,"  he  replied:  "Sir,  I  tell  the 
Senator  from  Mississip[)i,  I  speak  it  upon  the  floor 
of  the  American  Senate,  in  the  presence  of  my 
father,  who  will  attest  its  truth,  that   I    performed 
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and  do  perform,  when  at  home,  all  of  these  menial 
services  to  which  the  Senator  referred  in  terms  so 
grating  to  my  feelings.  As  a  gencr.nl  thing  1  saw 
my  own  wood,  do  all  my  own  marketing.  I  have 
driven  teams,  horses,  mules  and  oxen,  and  consid- 
ered myself  as  respectable  then  as  I  now  do,  or  as 
any  .Senator  upon  the  floor." 

On  the  8th  of  February,  18.55,  Mr.  Dodge  re- 
signed his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  on  the  following 
da}'  President  Pierce  nominated  him  to  be  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  Spain.  He  was 
confirmed,  and  served  with  great  credit  to  himself 
and  the  General  Government  until  the  summer  of 
1859,  when  he  returned  home  and  made  the  race 
for  Governor  of  Iowa  on  the  Den)ocratic  ticket,  but 
could  not  overcome  the  strong  Republican  major- 
ity. The  following  extract  is  from  Salter's  Life  of 
the  General : 

"Withdrawn  the  rest  of  his  life,  for  the  most 
part,  from  official  station,  Mr.  Dodge  retained  to  the 
end  his  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  his  unswerv- 
ing devotion  to  the  Democratic  partj-,  of  which  he 
remained  a  recognized  leader.  On  several  occa- 
sions his  name  was  presented  as  a  suitable  candidate 
for  the  highest  offices  in  the  Nation,  but  he  him- 
self never  aided  or  abetted  any  movement  to  that 
end.  In  1872  he  advocated  union  witii  the  Lib- 
eral Republicans,  and  the  election  of  Horace  Gree- 
ley for  President.  In  1874  he  was  elected  Mayor 
of  Burlington  by  a  spontaneous  movement  of  citi- 
zens, irrespective  of  party.  In  1875  he  served, 
by  appointment  of  Gov.  Carpenter,  on  a  commis- 
sion to  investigate  alleged  abuses  in  a  reform 
school  at  Eldora,  and  aided  in  introducing  a  more 
humane  discipline  into  that  institution.  An  judent 
friend  of  j'outli,  he  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  schools, 
and  gave  help  and  cheer  to  many  in  their  struggles 
for  an  education.  He  sustained  the  cause  of  tem- 
,jerance  in  vigorous  addresses,  discountenanced  the 
drink  haliit  by  consistent  example,  and  looked  to 
tlie  invigoration  of  man's  moral  sense  for  the  sup- 
pression of  intemperance;  not  to  prohibitorj- legisla- 
tion. At  meetings  of  pioneers  and  old  settlers  he 
was  an  honored  guest,  and  never  wearied  in  com- 
memorating their  exploits  and  labors.  He  presided 
over  the  semi-center.nial  celebration  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Fowa,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1883,  at  Burling- 
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ton,  and  gave  surpassing  dignity  and  zest  to  that 
occasion.  It  was  a  sight  that  can  never  be  looked 
upon  again  to  see  that  illustrious  pioneer  of  Iowa, 
at  the  age  of  more  than  threescore  and  ten,  pour 
forth  from  his  capacious,  accurate  and  ready  mem- 
orj',  treasures  of  information  concerning  the  begin- 
nings of  the  commonwealth.  He  seemed  as  if 
inspired  with  a  religious  zeal  to  snatch  from  ol)liv- 
ion  the  memory  of  our  founders  for  the  instruction 
of  after  tinies.  A  few  months  later  came  the  fatal 
sickness  and  the  final  hour.  He  died  on  the  20th 
of  November,  1883,  in  the  bosom  of  his  family, 
sharing  the  consolation  of  religion,  his  last  words, 
'•Bless  the  Lord." 

AVe  know  that  ever}'  reader  of  this  work  will  be 
pleased  to  see  the  portrait  of  this  eminent  man 
shown  upon  a  preceding  page,  and  will  treasure  the 
volume  from  that  fact.  No  other  man  did  greater 
honor  to  Des  Moines  County  than  Gen.  Augustus 
C.  Dodge. 


AMKS  HILLEARY,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  28,  Union  Township.  Des  Moines 
Co..  Iowa,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  1833. 
He  was  born  Aug.  20,  1814,  on  Apple  Pie 
Ridge,  Va.,  and  is  a  son  of  Francis  and  Charlotta 
(Arnold)  Hillearj'.  The  former,  a  native  of  Mary- 
land, was  born  about  tlie  year  1772.  and  the  latter, 
born  in  1796,  was  a  native  of  Culpeper  County,  Va. 
Francis  Hillearj'  departed  this  life  in  1844,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  sevent\'-two  j'ears.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  until  1857,  her  death  occurring  at  the 
age  of  sixt3'-one.  .She  was  a  devoted  member  f)f 
the  Christian  Church.  Our  subject  was  one  of  a 
famih'  of  twelve  children:  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  is 
now  the  wife  of  William  Walker,  whose  homo  is 
near  Garden  City,  in  Southwestern  Kansas ;  Morris, 
who  died  at  an  early  age;  Jane,  widow  C)f  Ebenezer 
Riddle;  Alexander,  a  resident  farmer  of  Burling- 
ton Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa;  Nancy,  wife 
of  William  Been,  a  resident  of  Council  Bluffs.  Iowa; 
William,  a  retired  druggist  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
James,  our  subject;  Jackson,  born  in  1816,  died  in 
1886;  Henrietta,  living  on  .'i  farm  in  Huron  Town- 
ship, Des  Moines  Count}';  Marllia  became  the  wife 
of  William  Bridges,  and  both  are   now    deceased 
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Thomas  left  Philnflelpliia  in  1854  for  Cnlifoniia, 
going  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  and  has  never  been 
heard  of  since;  Lonis.  the  j'oungest  of  the  family, 
is  now  living  near  Oskaloosa,  INIahaska  Co.,  Iowa. 
James  Hilleary,  our  sul)iect,  came  to  this  county 
in  1833,  when  it  formed  part  of  the  Territor}'  of 
Wisconsin,  crossing  the  Mississippi  River  at  the 
Cascade  Springs,  south  of  Burlington,  on  the  11th 
of  November.  Francis  Hilleary,  his  father,  entered 
a  claim  of  424  acres  of  land,  on  what  is  now  section 
28,  Union  Township.  In  183G  James,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  brother  Jackscm,  purchased  this  land, 
only  thirty  acres  of  which  were  under  cultivation. 
The  first  log  cabin  built  upon  thisclaini  was  erected 
on  Christmas  Day,  1 833.  Mr.  Hillearj'  attended  tiie 
land  sale  at  Burlington,  which  occurred  Nov.  19, 
1838,  where  he  secuied  the  title  from  the  Govern- 
ment, paying  for  the  land  at  the  Government  price 
of  $1.25  per  acre.  All  the  improvements  of  the 
land  since  that  date  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Hil- 
leary and  his  estimable  wife.  The  residence  in 
which  the}'  now  reside  was  erected  in  the  year  1858, 
and  is  a  brick  building  3Gk22  feet.  Their  large 
barn  was  built  in  1870,  and  the  dimensions  are  50x 
32  feet.  Mr.  Hilleary  is  one  of  the  successful 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  L'nion  Township,  and 
everything  upon  his  land  denotes  thrift  and  in- 
dustry. 

James  Hilleary  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Nancy  Morris,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Etliridge) 
Morris.  Twelve  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union:  James  L.,  born  Jan.  7,  1838,  is  residing  on 
a  farm  in  Augusta  Township;  William,  born  Feb. 
21,  1840,  is  now  engaged  in  general  farming  in  Ore- 
gon; Mary,  born  May  17,  1842,  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Perry;  George,  born  Aug.  7,  1844,  is  engaged 
in  farming  on  section  33,  Union  Township;  Thomas 
H.,  born  Oct.  25,  1846,  died  May  9,  1859.  and  was 
buried  in  the  Hilleary  Cemeter_v,  on  the  old  home 
farm;  Sarah  A.,  born  Oct.  17,  1848,  died  April  15, 
1852,  and  was  also  buried  in  the  family  cemetery; 
Lydia  E.,  born  Feb.  23,  1851, died  March  14,  1859; 
Nancy,  born  Feb.  13,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  James  O. 
Beebe,  of  Hastings,  Neb. ;  Emma  E.,  born  Dec.  9, 
1854;  Roger  W.,  born  May  19,  1857,  is  a  resident 
f    farmer  of  Henry  County,  Iowa;  Henrietta,  wife  of 


Charles  Moffett,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal,  born  July  29, 
1859;  Henry  M.,  born  April  7,  1862,  is  a  farmer 
of  section  28,  Union  Township. 

Mr.  Hilleary  has  held  various  township  offices, 
was  Trustee  of  the  township.  School  Director,  Road 
and  Bridge  Supervisor,  and  all  these  positions  he 
filled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
In  all  enterprises  for  the  public  good  he  has 
lent  his  influence,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  the  township.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  life- 
long Christians,  and  are  highly  respected  people. 
Politically,  Mr.  Hilleary  has  always  been  a  Repub- 
lican. 


^y/OHN  W.  MURPHY,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  Burlington, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Clark  County.  Mo.,  Jan. 
10,  1857.  His  father,  J.  F.  Murphy,  is  a 
native  of  Kentuck}',  while  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  E.  Resor,  is  a  native  of  Virginia. 
They  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Clark 
County,  Mo.,  moving  there  with  their  parents,  and 
there  marrying.  Both  are  yet  living  in  the  town 
of  Luraj',  in  that  county,  where  they  settled  more 
than  a  half-century  ago.  They  had  a  family  of 
five  children,  John  W.  being  their  second  child. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  receiving  only 
the  advantages  of  a  common-school  education.  Be- 
fore reaching  his  fifteenth  year  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  machinist's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  aliout 
two  and  one-half  j-ears.  The  printer's  trade  being 
better  suited  to  his  taste,  he  left  the  machine-shop, 
and  entered  a  printing-office  at  Kahoka,  the  county 
seat  of  Clark  County.  After  working  at  the  trade 
one  year  in  that  office,  he  went  to  Alexandria,  Mo., 
purchased  the  office  of  the  CommerciaJ  in  that  city, 
and  for  the  nest  four  j'ears  engaged  iu  its  publica- 
tion, achieving  some  reputation  as  a  newspaperman. 
Selling  out,  he  was  offered  anil  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  business  manager  of  the  Keokuk  (Iowa) 
Constitution,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then 
came  to  Burlington  as  city  editor  of  the  Burlington 
Hawk-Eye,  but  only  occupied  that  position  about 
three  months,  when,  believing  thei'e  was  a  good  open- 
ing in  that  city  for  another  weekly  news|)M|)er,  he 
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purchased  material,  and  commenced  the  publication 
of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post.  (See  history  of  the 
paper  in  article  on  tiie  Press.)  In  the  piililieation 
of  that  paper  his  energies  have  since  been  em- 
ployed. He  is  an  easy  and  fluent  writer,  fearless  in 
the  expression  of  his  opinions,  and  gets  ii|)  a  very 
readable  paper. 

Mr.  Murphy  and  Nellie  Lowdon  were  united  in 
marriage  at  Luray,  Mo.,  Feb.  23,  1878.  She  is  a 
native  of  Lee  County,  Iowa,  her  parents  being 
among  its  pioneers,  her  father,  R.  M.  Lowdon,  be- 
ing one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens,  and  at  one 
time  serving  the  county  as  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature. At  the  time  of  the  marriage  of  his  daugh- 
ter Nellie,  tiie  family  were  living  in  Lura3'.  Four 
children  blessed  tiie  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy 
— Mabel,  Marcia,  Nellie  and  John  W. 


ENRYLEMBERGER,  the  efficient  and  popu- 
lar City  Marshal  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was 
born  on  the  4th  of  May,  1840,  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  is  a  son  of  John  O.  and  Kate 
Lemberger,  who  were  early  settlers  of  this  cit}',  and 
whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work.  Henry  came 
with  his  parents  to  Burlington  in  1841,  and  as  soon 
as  he  had  attained  sufficient  age  he  was  sent  to  the 
city  schools,  where  he  acquired  a  gi>od  education. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Rebellion  he  en- 
listed in  the  Iowa  Lances,  though  it  was  subse- 
quently abandoned.  In  1865  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Wollmann.and  four  chil- 
dren have  graced  this  union — Gus  A.,  Henry  W., 
Fred  and  Louisa. 

Mr.  Lemberger  was  reared  a  Republican,  and  affili- 
ated with  that  part}'  until  the  second  election  of 
Gen.  Grant,  since  which  time  he  has  voted  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Trus- 
tee, and  in  1885  was  elected  Citj-  Marshal,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1 886  and  1 887.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  also 
a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  Among  the  number 
of  respected  citizens  of  Burlington,  none  stands 
higher,  or  is  moie  universally  esteemed,  than  Mr. 
Lemberger.  In  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties  he 
endeavors  to  act  in  obedience  tf>  the  Golden  Rule. 


Combining  caution  with  the  desire  to  please,  h^  has 
made  manj'  warm  friends  while  on  duty,  and  has 
the  perfect  confidence  of  the  business  men  of  the 
city  and  county,  and  in  all  matters  of  public  inter- 
est he  is  ready  to  do  his  part. 


^OHN  F.  CRAWFORD,  a  prominent  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  30,  Flint 
River  Township,  was  born  in  Howard  Coun- 
(^//  ty.  Mo.,  March  25.  1831,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Jane  (Boseath)  Crawford,  whose  sketch 
appears  in  connection  with  that  of  W.  D.  Crawford 
on  another  page  of  this  work.  Our  subject  came  to 
Des  Moines  County  with  his  parents  in  1 836,  where 
the  father  developed  a  fine  farm  from  the  wild,  un- 
cultivated land.  Almost  tlie  entire  life  of  John  F. 
Crawford  has  been  passed  in  this  county,  he  having 
lived  here  since  five  years  of  age.  Here  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools,  working  upon  his 
father's  farm  in  the  meantime,  until  1857,  when  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Annie  Allison, 
who  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Fa.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Martha  (Gardner)  Allison, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle. 
Mrs.  Crawford  (;ame  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa 
with  her  widoweil  mother,  her  father  having  died 
when  she  was  quite  j'oung.  Her  mother  also  departed 
this  life  about  the  year  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craw- 
ford were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Loie,  wife 
of  W.  H.  Scott,  a  farmer  of  Flint  River  Township; 
and  Mary,  wh(j  has  been  the  housekeeper  since  her 
motiier's  death.  Ou  the  10th  of  January,  1887, 
Mrs.  Crawford  was  called  from  this  life  to  the  life 
beyond,  and  in  her  death  the  family  lost  a  kind 
mother,  the  husband  a  loving  wife.  .She  w.as  a  de- 
voted and  consistent  Christian,  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  one  of  Nature's  noble 
women.  The  family  are  also  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Politically,  Mr.  Crawford  is  a  liberal  Democrat, 
has  always  been  identified  with  the  temperance 
movement,  and  is  ever  re.ady  to  respond  to  any  in- 
terest for  the  pul)lic  good.  In  1886  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  raising  of  finestock.  Red  Polled  cat- 
tle and  Cotswold  sheep,  and  to  iiim   much  credit  is 
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flue  for  the  fine  grade  of  slieeis  in  the  eonnty.  The 
name  of  Crawford  has  been  long  known  Ihronghout 
the  count}'.  For  over  ahalf-eentnry  .Tohn  F.  Craw- 
ford has  been  one  of  its  residents,  its  interests  have 
been  his  interests,  and  in  the  work  of  civilization 
and  progress  he  has  nf)bly  done  his  part.  He  has 
one  of  the  most  beaiitifnl  farms  in  the  county,  and 
is  high.ly  respected  by  all. 

«  MLLIAM  CRAWFORD,  deceased,  was  one 
\rJ//  of  the  prominent  and  highl}"-  respected  citi- 
^^  zens  of  Des  Moines  County.  Me  was  born 
in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  in  1820,  and  his  par- 
ents. William  and  Nancy  (Crow)  Crawford,  were 
natives  of  Belfast,  Ireland.  Determining  to  make  for 
themselves  a  home  in  the  New  World,  they  crossed 
the  ocean  iind  liecame  jjioneers  of  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  where  their  death  occurred  many 
years  after.  Our  subject  was  there  reared  upon  a 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  In  the  year  1851  or  1852,  he  migrated 
to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  making  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land  in  Flint  River  Townshi|).  where  he 
improved  a  fine  farm.  His  sister  kept  house  for 
him  until  Jan.  19,  1855,  when  he  brought  Miss  .lane 
Regard  to  his  home  as  his  bride,  and  the  future  mis- 
tress. Mrs.  Crawfurd  is  a  native  of  York  County, 
Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  (Wy- 
miller)  Regard,  whose  birthplace  was  also  in  Penn- 
sylvania. They  both  died  in  their  native  State, 
and  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  1853  Mr.  Crawford  sold  his  farm  in  Flint 
River  Township,  purchasing  140  acres  of  land  on 
section  8,  Union  T(jvvnship,  and  as  the  years  passed, 
by  his  economy  and  industrj',  he  was  able  to  add 
other  lands,  and  at  the  time  of  bis  death  owned  264 
acres  of  land,  comprising  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
the  county.  In  1876  a  splendid  barn  was  built, 
and  two  3'ears  later  the  beautiful  two-story  farm 
residence  was  erected.  The  magnificent  shade  trees 
which  have  been  planted,  and  in  fact  all  the  im- 
provements that  have  been  made,  were  placed  upon 
the  land  by  Mr.  Crawford.  He  was  a  systematic 
and  practical  farmer  and  his  success  in  his  chosen 
occupation  was  entirely  due  to  his  own  efforts.     He 


was  one  of  Nature's  noblemen,  always  ready  to 
aid  anyone  in  need,  and,  with  his  wife,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  On  the  28th  of 
A|)ril,  I.S78,  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest,  and  by 
his  death  the  family  lost  a  kind  and  indulgent  father, 
his  neighbors  a  sincere  friend,  and  the  county  an 
honored  citizen.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Craw- 
ford was  an  ardent  Repulilican. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  wei'e  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  Lara  E.,  deceased ;  John  R.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Scotland  County,  Mo.;  Alice, 
wife  of  T.  B.  Elliott,  a  resident  farmer  of  Missouri; 
Frank  W.  married  Miss  Kittie  E.  Hathawaj',  a  na- 
tive of  Des  Moines  County,  now  a  resident  of  Union 
Township;  Sarena,  James  H.,  Julia  B.  and  Carrie  J. 
are  still  residing  with  their  mother.  Sarena  is  an 
artist  of  some  note,  and  has  painted  many  beautiful 
pictures.  Mrs.  Crawford's  grandfather,  John  Re- 
gard, w.as  a  resident  of  the  Pennsylvania  Colon}- 
before  the  Revolutionary  days,  and  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War. 
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ILLIAM  IHRER.  a  grocer,  of  Burlington, 
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the  corner  of  Jefferson  and 
as  born  in  Wurteraberg,  Ger- 
many, Jan.  1,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Dorothea  (Rempis)  Ihrer.  The  death  of  the  father 
occurred  while  our  subject  was  but  an  infant.  Will- 
iam was  educated  in  his  native  land,  served  his 
time  as  an  apprentice  to  the  painter's  trade,  and 
then,  thinking  that  the  New  World  would  be  a  better 
field  for  his  labors,  emigrated  to  America  in  1863, 
and  located  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade.  The  following  spring  he  went  to  Chicago, 
and  in  1865  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  soon  after 
forming  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Heinz  in  the  paint- 
ing business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Ihrer  (k  Heinz, 
carrying  on  that  business  until  1873,  when,  on  jic- 
count  of  failing  health,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon 
it.  He  then  opened  his  present  grocery  house.  Mr. 
Ihrer  is  one  of  the  leading  retail  grocers  in  the  city, 
and  has  a  neat  and  well-stocked  store,  carrying  a 
general  assortment  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries, 
canneil    goods,    provisions,    fruits   and  vegetables. 
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His  trafle  has  grown  to  very  satisf actor}'  proi)ortions, 
and  he  now  rUies  an  annual  business  to  the  amount 
of  $35,000. 

The  man-iage  of  Mr.  Ihrer  and  Miss  Rosina  Wartii 
was  celebrated  Oct.  14,  1869.  She  was  born  in 
German}',  and  emigrated  to  America  when  four 
years  of  age,  and  was  residing  in  Union  Township, 
Des  Moines  County,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
Seven  children  were  born  of  their  union,  four  sons 
and  three  daughters — William,  Fred  C,  Henry  G., 
Ciiarles.  Elizabeth,  Rosina  and  Lj'<lia.  Mr.  Ihrer 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Flvangeli- 
cal  Lutheran  Church.  In  polities,  he  is  a  Democrat; 
socially,  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Harraonia 
Lodge  No.  209,  and  of  Wellington  Council  No.  530, 
of  the  Roj'al  Arcanum.  Mr.  Ihrer  is  one  of  the 
progressive  and  enterprising  business  men  of  Bur- 
lington, having  won  his  success  by  stead}'  appli- 
cation to  business,  and  an  upright,  honorable  course 
of  life. 


|^\  A.I.  WALLACE  WHITE,  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  was  born  at  Putney,  Windham  Co., 
Vt.,  Aug.  31,  1816.  His  father.  Judge 
Phineas  White,  was  born  in  South  Iladley, 
Vt.,  Oct.  30,  1770,  was  descended  from  Elder  John 
AVhite,  of  a  Puritan  family,  graduated  from  Dart- 
month  College  in  the  class  of  '97,  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Putney  three  years  later,  and  •  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  1 820  by  the  Whig  party. 
He  served  as  Judge  of  the  Probate  and  Chief 
Judge  of  the  County  Court,  was  President  of  the 
Vermont  Bible  Society,  and  also  of  the  Vermont 
Colonization  Society.  A  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  he  was  chosen  Grand  Master  for 
the  State  of  Vermont,  and  was  otherwise  honored. 
As  his  record  shows.  Judge  White  was  a  prominent 
and  influential  citizen  of  Vermont,  and  his  death 
occurred  July  6,  1847,  aged  seventy -six  years.  Mrs. 
White,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Esther  Stevens,  was  born  at  Plainfield, 
Conn.,  in  January,  1777,  and  was  of  English  de- 
scent. Her  deatii  occurred  at  Putney,  Sept.  25, 
1858,  in  her  eighty-first  year.  Judge  White  made 
his  home  at  Putney  during  his  life,  and  the  old 
homestead  is  still  in  possession  of  his  descendants. 


Our  subject  pursued  a  scientific  course  of  study 
at  the  University  of  Vermont,  and  at  Union  Col- 
lege, studied  law  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  New  York 
City,  and  later  at  St.  Louis.  In  1849  Mr.  White 
came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  here  forming  a  partner- 
ship with  E.  W.  Clark  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia, 
bankers,  tdat  connection  continuing  until  1854, 
when  he  became  associated  with  Lyman  Cook,  now 
President  of  the  First  National  Banlc,  of  Burlington, 
in  the  banking  business,  under  the  name  of  White, 
Cook  &  Co.,  that  firm  continuing  until  about 
1859.  Mr.  White  w.as  next  associated  with  the  Des 
Moines  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was  President, 
and  in  November,  1862,  entered  the  military  serv- 
ice as  P.iymaster,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  serving 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  returning  to  his  home 
with  broken  health,  his  death  occurring  M.ay  4, 
1870. 

Mr.  White  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Frances  A.  Atherton,  who  was  born  at  Philadel- 
phia, Ohio,  Aug.  9,  1822,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
George  F.  and  Ruth  (Bartlett)  Atherton.  Her 
father,  who  was  born  in  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  Jan. 
31,  1790,  of  English  descent,  was  a  merchant,  and 
moved  to  Ohio  in  1820,  subsequently  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Mississippi,  later  in  Wisconsin,  and  in 
1849  came  to  Burlington.  Mr.  Atiierton's  ances- 
tors were  among  the  patriots  of  Colonial  times,  and 
participated  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  his 
father  was  an  eminent  physician.  Mrs.  White's 
mother  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and  died  when 
her  daughter  was  six  years  of  age.  She  was  de- 
scended from  the  McClintocks,  an  old  Scotch  fam- 
ily who  were  engaged  in  the  American  Merchant 
Marine,  and  who  sustained  heavy  losses  by  the  capt- 
ure of  their  ships  by  the  English  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters:  Helen  and  Julia, 
now  living;  and  Fannie  and  Gertrude  G.,  who  died 
in  infancy;  William  Atherton  is  an  employe  of  the 
Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad,  and  resides  at 
Brookfield,  Mo.;  Arthur  Edward  is  a  resident  of 
Cherokee  County,  Iowa,  and  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company; 
Wallace  McClintock  is  in  the  employ  of  the    Chi- 
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cago.  Burlington  &  Quincy.  at  Keokuk.  Iowa,  and 
Luther  Clark  is  also  engaged  witii  that  companj'  at 
tiie  general  ofHce  at  Burlington.  Mrs.  Wliite  is  a 
member  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  has  made  her 
home  at  Burlington  since  1849.  Mr.  White  was  an 
ardent  Douglas  Democrat  in  liis  political  sentiments 
prior  to  the  war.  but  later  he  voted  with  and  sup- 
ported the  Republican  party.  He  was  a  fluent  .and 
eloquent  speaker,  doing  good  service  for  his  party 
in  several  cam|)aigns.  and  was  elected  Ma3'or  of 
Burlington  in  1858.  A  man  of  splendid  business 
abilitj',  he  helped  to  build  up  and  was  connected 
with  several  of  the  most  important  business  institu- 
tions of  the  city.  He  alwa3-s  felt  a  lively  interest  in 
any  enterprise  for  the  good  of  the  community,  was 
a  genial,  kindly  gentleman,  and  as  a  pioneer  and 
citizen  had  the  respect  of  all. 

OLOMON  SHERFEY,  deceased,  a  highly  re- 
spected pioneer  of  Burlington,  of  1  8^7,  was 
born  near  Gettysburg,  Pa,  Jan.  26,  1799, 
on  the  famous  battle-field,  where  his  father 
owned  a  large  farm,  a  part  of  which  has  been  the 
property  of  the  family  for  four  generations.  His 
parents  were  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Bossermann) 
Sherfej-.  The  father  vva.s  a  native  of  Penns3'lvania, 
born  March  4,  1769.  He  was  of  German  descent, 
his  family  having  originally  emigrated  from  Saxon}-. 
The  first  of  the  familj'  to  settle  in  America  was 
Kasper  Sherfey,  who  came  with  the  original  band 
of  Dunkards  who  were  driven  from  Saxony  to  Hol- 
land by  religious  persecution,  and  who  emigrated 
thence  to  Pennsjdvania  about  1740.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1773. 
Her  ancestors  were  of  German  origin  and  date  their 
settlement  in  America  back  to  1740. 

Solomon  Sherfej'  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  edu- 
cated at  Gettj'sburg.  Arriving  at  man's  estate  he 
was  married,  Feb.  6,  1827,  at  Frederick,  Md.,  to 
Miss  Catherine  McNeil,  daughter  of  John  and  Han- 
nah (Mahn)  McNeil.  Mrs.  Sherfey  was  boru  at 
Leesburg,  Va.,  Oct.  26,  1806.  Soon  after  their  mar- 
riage Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherfey  removed  to  Washington 
County,  Md..  where  he  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing, and  there   the    children    ivere    born,    four    in 


number,  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  Caroline  A. 
first  married  J.  W.  Roberts,  who  died  April  1 9,  1 85 1 , 
and  her  second  husband  was  the  late  Hon.  E.  D. 
Rand.of  Burlington.  Iowa,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Charles  married  Miss  Irene 
Spurlock,  and  icsides  at  Nebraska  City,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  horticulture;  John  M.  married  Mary 
A.  Rand,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  E.  D.  Rand; 
John  M.  is  a  prominent  business  man  of  Burling- 
ton, and  is  now  President  of  the  Rand  Lumber 
Companj';  William  E.  married  Miss  Josephine  C. 
AVoods,  and  resides  at  Council  Grove,  Kan.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness. 

In  1834  Mr.  Sherfey  migrated  with  his  family  to 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  where  he  spent  three  j'ears  engaged 
in  merchandising  and  milling.  He  then  came  to 
Iowa  in  the  autumn  of  1837,  locating  at  Burling- 
ton, where  he  soon  liecame  engaged  as  a  merchant, 
but  shortly  after  began  farming  and  manuf.acturing 
lumber.  The  farm  was  situated  about  three  miles 
north  of  the  city,  and  his  sawmill  was  in  the  same 
locality,  on  what  is  known  as  Flint  Creek.  Mr. 
Sherfey  improved  the  farm  and  made  lumber,  fincl- 
ing  a  ready  market  for  the  latter  in  Burlington  and 
the  surrounding  country,  which  was  then  just  being 
settled.  After  a  few  jears  the  timber  available  for 
the  use  of  his  mill  became  exhausted  and  he  dis- 
continued the  business,  removing  to  a  larger  farm  a 
few  miles  further  distant  from  the  citj'.  carrying  on 
the  business  of  farming  and  stock-raising  quite 
extensivel}'  until  a  short  time  prior  to  his  death, 
when  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Burlington.  His 
death  occurred  May  0.  1876,  in  his  seventj'-eighth 
year.  His  wife,  an  estimable  lad}%  survived  him 
several  years.  Her  death  occurred  Aug.  6,  1887. 
Mr.  Sherfey  adapted  himself  readily  to  the  ways  of 
a  new  country-  and  was  of  great  service  to  his  neigh- 
bors and  new-comers  in  helping  them  select  land, 
finding  Government  corners  and  making  surve3-s  for 
them. 

Mr.  Sherfej'  w.as  active  in  the  cause  of  education, 
encouraging  the  establishment  of  schools  and  con- 
tributing largely  to  their  maintenance.  At  his  old 
home  in  the  East  he  had  received  his  early  educa- 
tion, and  his  religious  training  within  the  Dunkard 
Societj'.     On  coming  to   Burlington  he  associated 


\ 


i~ 


Cr9yi>  arr/ 


I 


<^ 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


627 


himself  witli  the  Methorlists,  and  aided  in  building 
the  '-Old  Zion"  Church  in  1838,  the  first  Protestant 
Church  cdiB(!e  erected  in  Iowa,  now  historic.  The 
liuilding  was  once  used  as  a  State  House  by  the 
early  Territorial  Government.  Mr.  .Sherfey  was  a 
practical,  consistent  Ciiristian,  constant  in  his  at- 
tention to  all  matters  of  duty,  and  when  plij'bicaljy 
able  was  never  absent  from  religious  service. 
Toward  the  close  of  his  life  his  dignified  figure  and 
snow-white  hair  were  as  familiar  objects  to  the  con- 
gregation as  the  minister  in  the  pulpit.  In  his 
manner  he  was  always  gentle,  courteous  and  kind; 
atypical  Christian,  modest,  unassuming  and  forgiv- 
ing, ids  amiability  and  sweetness  of  disposition  are 
characteristics  well  remembeied  by  his  numerous 
friends.  Benevolent  in  a  marked  degree,  the  sick, 
needy  or  distressed  were  always  sure  of  his  sympa- 
thy and  liberal  aid.  Upright  in  all  the  affairs  of 
life,  Mr.  Sherfey  commanded  universal  respect,  and 
taught  tlie  Ciiristian  lessons  of  his  Master  more  by 
example  tlian  i)y  precept. 

A  portniit  of  Mr.  Sherfey  is  presented  in  this 
connection,  and  forms  a  fitting  accompaniment  to 
this  brief  sketch. 


JOEL  WEST,  master  mechanic  of  the  Chicago 
Burlington  &  Quiney  Railroad  over  the  fol- 
lowing described  lines:  from  Burlington  to 
Quiney,  Burlington  to  Carthage,  Burling- 
ton to  Keokuk,  Burlington  to  C^iiariton,  Alhia  to 
Des  Moines,  Chariton  to  Des  Moines,  and  from 
Chariton  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  making  in  all  522 
miles  of  road.  The  great  shops  at  West  Burlington 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quiney  Railroad  are 
witliin  Mr.  West's  jurisdiction,  and  are  his  head- 
quarters. These  shops  furnish  employment  to 
about  800  men,  and  are  the  most  complete  in  their 
appointments  of  any  in  tiie  country.  Engines,  ears 
and  coaches  are  made  and  repaired  here,  not  only 
for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quiney  line,  but  for 
those  of  several  other  companies.  (See  history  of 
shops  elsewhere  in  this  work.) 

Mr.  West  was   born  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  Nov. 
13,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  S.  and   Lucinda 


(Humeston)  West.  His  f.ather.  who  was  born  and 
reared  at  Wilbraham,  was  a  tanner  and  currier  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  business  for  many  years. 
His  mother  was  born  at  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  was 
of  an  old  New  England  family.  Mr.  West  learned 
his  trade  at  the  American  Machine  Works,  at  Spring- 
fielil,  Mass.,  beginning  in  the  spring  of  1862,  and 
serving  a  regular  apprenticeship.  In  1856  he  en- 
gaged with  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  con- 
tinuing with  that  company  untill857.  when  became 
West  and  engaged  as  journeyman  in  tlie  machine- 
shops  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quiney  Rail- 
road, at  Quiney.  Six  months  later  he  was  made 
foreman  of  the  shops,  and  was  promoted  to  master 
mechanic  in  18C3.  After  the  consolidation  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quiney  with  the  Bui'linglou 
ife  Missouri  in  Iowa,  which  occuried  in  .January, 
1873,  Mr.  West  was  assigned  to  Creston.  Iowa,  and 
in  1876  to  Burlington,  where  he  was  given  charge 
of  all  tiie  lines  in  this  State.  He  assisle<l  in  plan- 
ning and  constructing  the  shops  at  West  Burling- 
ton, and  lias  had  general  supervision  of  them  since. 
Previous  to  1873  he  had  charge  of  certain  lines  in 
Illinois  in  the  capacity'  of  master  mechanic. 

In  August,  1860,  at  Quiney,  111.,  Mr.  West  was 
united  in  marriage  wilii  Miss  Eliza  C.  Bartlett, 
daughter  of  S.  M.  and  Rosalind  (Robinson')  Bart- 
lett, earl^'  settlers  of  Illinois.  Mrs.  West's  father 
was  in  the  regular  arm3'  of  the  United  States,  served 
under  Gen.  Harne3',  of  the  frontier,  and  took  part 
in  driving  the  Mormons  out  of  Nauvoo,  111.  He 
had  a  varied  and  eventful  life,  and  was  widel}' 
known  and  highly  respected  among  the  early  pio- 
neers of  Illinois. 

Mr.  West  was  a  Republican  in  political  senti- 
ment, but  is  now  independent.  He  is  an  expert  in 
the  mechanical  department  of  railroading,  and  has 
had  an  experience  of  thirty-six  years  in  that  class 
of  work.  The  important  duties  of  his  position, 
which  have  been  discharged  with  ability  and  fidelity, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  management  of  the 
road  for  so  many  j'ears,  testify  to  his  worth  in  no 
doubtful  manner.  During  the  strike  in  the  spring 
of  1888  of  the  locomotive  engineers,  Mr.  West 
showed  his  ability  in  many  ways.  For  some  months 
he  scarcel}'  took  time  for  needful  rest,  but  labored 
night  and  day,  passing  repeateill3'  over  the  various 
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divisions,  carefull_y  garding  tlie  company's  interests 
and  exerting  an  influence  foi'  good  among  the  men. 
No  man  in  its  employ  lias  the  confidence  of  the 
great  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Com- 
pany in  a  greater  degree. 
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J  A.  TOMLINSON.  deceased,  was  a  native  of 
Marion  County,  Ind.,  horn  April  24,  1843, 
and  was  a  son  of  W.  H.  Tomlinson.  He  had 
but  reached  his  eighteenth  year  when  the 
great  war  of  the  Rebelli(jn  commenced,  and  be- 
lieving it  his  dutj^  as  an  able-bodied  young  man  to 
assist  in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  he  enlisted  in  the 
10th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  till  the  close  of 
the  war.  No  soldier  in  the  service  was  more  faith- 
ful in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  never 
shirked,  but,  brave  man  that  he  was,  he  was  alwaj's 
found  in  the  front.  At  the  battle  of  Chickamauga 
he  received  a  wound,  the  evidence  of  which  he  car- 
ried with  him   to  his  grave. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, returned  to  his  home,  and  soon  afterward 
entered  a  business  college  in  Chicago,  but  did  not 
comijlete  the  course.  Coming  to  Burlington,  he 
entered  the  business  college  of  this  city,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  witli  honors. 

While  in  Burlington  he  became  acquainted  with 
Miss  Dora  Andress,  a  native  of  the  city,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  S.  and  Elizabeth  W.  (Mitchell)  An- 
dress. The  acquaiutence  ripened  into  love,  and  love 
into  marriage,  and  the  two  were  joined  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  matrimon}'  on  the  1.5th  da}'  of  December, 
lb68.  Four  children  came  to  bless  this  union,  two 
of  whom  tarried  but  a  short  time,  dying  in  infancy, 
Frank  Roy  and  Homer,  tiie  first  and  last  born.  J. 
Guy  and  Grace  remain  yet  with  their  mother  to 
comfort  her  as  she  pursues  life's  journey,  deprived 
of  the  loving  care  of  that  one  who  for  fifteen 
years  was  ever  ready  to  throw  his  protecting  arm 
around  her,  and  as  far  .as  possible  shield  her  from 
all   harm. 

Wishing  to  better  their  comlition  in  life,  in  1872 
the  young  couple  removed  from  Burlington  to 
Fredonia,  Wilson  Co.,  Kan.,  where'  Mr.  Tomlin- 
son  purchased  a  farm,  which  he   improved,  work- 


ing  in  the  meantime  at  his  trade  of  carpenter.  But 
he  was  not  long  for  this  world.  On  the  9th  of 
March,  1883,  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest, 
mourned  alike  by  family  and  friends.  A  member 
of  the  Methodist  fipiscopal  Church,  lie  was  a  sin- 
cere Christian  man,. an  earnest  worker  in  both  church 
and  .Sunday-school.  The  cause  of  temperance  also 
found  in  him  an  active  champion,  and  publicly  and 
privately  he  labored  for  the  good  of  others, ''to 
save  the  fallen  and  prevent  others  from  falling." 

After  his  death  Mrs.  Tomlinson,  with  her  father- 
less children,  returned  to  Burlington,  where  she 
has  since  continued  to  reside.  Like  her  husband, 
she  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  in  every  department  of  church  work  she  is  an 
earnest,  faithful  worker.  For  the  past  two  years 
she  has  been  the  literary  critic  of  the  Burlington 
Uaick-Eye,  having  a  natural  taste  in  that  direction. 
Her  son  Guy  is  a  youth  of  bright  promise,  and 
from  the  early  age  of  six  years  h.as  assisted  in  pro- 
viding for  the  wants  of  the  family.  The  temper- 
ance principles  of  the  f.ather  have  been  instilled  in 
his  young  heart,  and  he  has  influenced  many  of  his 
playmates  and  friends  to  take  the  temperance 
pledge. 


zp5^E0RGE  W.  SCHENK,  pharmacist,  deuts- 
||[  (-— ,  cher  apotheker,  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
^^4)  Fifth  and  Jefferson  streets,  where  he  is  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  thriving  trade.  His  early  home 
was  in  Louisville,  Kj'.,  where  his  birth  took  place 
Feb.  22.  1856,  and  he  is  the  son  of  George  and 
Henrietta  (Plate)  Schenk.  When  four  years  of  age 
our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  to  Germany, 
they  returning  to  their  old  home  at  Marburg. 
Young  Schenk  there  received  his  education  and 
served  a  regular  apprenticeship  in  pharmacy  in 
the  city  of  Bremen,  being  graduated  after  a  term 
of  three  and  one-half  years. 

In  1874  Mr.  Schenk  returned  to  the  United 
States,  spent  a  few  months  at  his  old  home  in 
Louisville,  K}'.,and  thence  going  to  Richmond,  Va., 
was  regularly  employe<l  as  a  pharmacist.  Fin.ally, 
starting  out  with  a  desire  to  see  something  more  of 
the  country,  we  find  him  next  at  Mataraoras,  Tex.. 
and  Monterey,  Mex.     After  a  brief  sojourn  at  Gal- 
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veston  of  six  months,  lie  turned  his  steps  eastward 
to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  from  there  to  Columbus, 
Ohio.  In  the  latter  city  he  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Lyon  drug-store,  of  which  he  had  the  over- 
sight one  year,  and  then  accepted  a  similar  position 
with  Mrs.  Mary  Weis,  at  Lyons,  Iowa. 

In  this  latter  place  Mr.  Schenk  remained  until 
1881,  when  he  came  to  Burlington  and  entered 
upon  the  business  which  he  has  since  carried  on  so 
successful!}'.  His  marriage  took  place  at  Lyons, 
Iowa,  May  15,  1882,  his  bride  being  Miss  Delia, 
daughter  of  Leopold  and  Anna  Mauz,  and  a  native 
of  that  place.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
two  children,  both  sons;  Albert  William,  now  (1888) 
aged  five  years,  and  F^rnst  Alvin,  aged  three  years. 
Mr.  .Schenk  was  formerly  a  Republican,  politicall}', 
but  is  now  independent.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
the  Modern  Woodmen  and  the  German  Turn 
Verein.  His  drug-store  is  centrally  located,  well 
stocked  and  tastefully  arranged.  Mr.  Schenk  is  con- 
sidere<l  an  expert  |)harmaoist,  reliable,  prompt  and 
safe  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 


^T  OSEPH  W.  WORTHINGTON,  deceased, 
one  of  the  prominent  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Burlington,  was  born  Jul}-  8,  1822, 
in  Hampshire  County,  W.  Va.,and  is  the  son 
of  Charles  and  Mary  (Thomas)  Worthington,  and 
their  t)nly  child.  When  Joseph  was  but  a  small 
child  his  parents  removed  to  Maryland, and  in  1831 
took  up  their  residence  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio, 
where,  in  1848,  the  death  of  the  father  occurred, 
his  wife  surviving  him  until  1863.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Throughout 
his  life  Charles  Worthington  was  a  farmer,  and  thus 
in  early  life  our  subject  began  the  occupation  of 
farming  under  the  guidance  of  his  father.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  Fairfield  County,  there  receiv- 
ing his  education,  and  in  that  county  became  ac- 
quainted with  and  married  Miss  Susan  E.  Crook, 
a  native  of  that  county,  audita  daughter  of  John 
and  Hannah  (Kagy)  Crook,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Virginia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crook  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  Mrs.  Worthington;  Cath- 
erine, wife  of  H.  Bumgardner,  a  resident  of  Fair- 


field Count}'.  Ohio;  William,  who  died  In  infancy; 
Hannah  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two;  Mary,  now 
Mrs.  Benjamin,  a  resident  of  Excelsior.  Minn.; 
Rebecca,  wife  of  J.  W.  Miller,  a  farmer  of  Henry 
County,  Iowa;  Amelia  wedded  John  Dennis,  a 
farmer  of  Fairfield  County,  Ohio;  Clara  died  in  in- 
fancy; John,  also  a  farmer  in  Fairfield  County. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  Aug.  4.  1843. 
and  the  father  is  j'et  living  in  Fairfield  County, 
at  the  age  of  eight^'-six.  Mrs.  Crook  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  December,  18.51,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Worthington 
came  to  Des  Moines  County,  where  100  acres  of 
land  were  purchased  in  Union  Township,  the  sod 
was  broken,  and  in  the  then  far  West  a  fine  farm 
was  developed  and  a  happy  home  was  made.  Enter- 
prising, economical  and  industrious,  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton"s  efforts  could  not  but  be  successful,  and  from 
time  to  time  he  purchased  more  land,  until  at  one 
time  he  owned  about  700  acres  in  a  body.  After  a 
long  life  of  toil  he  decided  to  retire  from  active  life, 
and  in  M.ay,  1881,  removed  to  Burlington,  where  he 
spent  his  remaining  years.  He  traveled  quite  ex- 
tensively through  his  own  country,  north,  south, 
east  and  west,  but  in  all  his  travels  Iowa  was  his 
favorite  State.  He  was  one  of  h'jr  trusted  citizens, 
and  several  times  he  was  called  u|)on  to  fill  various 
offices  of  trust  in  his  county,  which  he  did  honora- 
bly and  well.  In  early  life  Mr.  Worthington  was 
a  Whig,  and  was  alwajs  greatly  opposed  to  slavery. 
On  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
became  one  of  its  ardent  supporters,  always  casting 
his  ballot  for  it  until  his  death.  He  was  a  strictly 
temperate  man,  having  never  used  tobacco,  wine 
or  spirituous  liquors  in  any  form,  and  in  all  social, 
religious  and  educational  enterprises  his  influence 
and  aid  were  freely  extended.  Benevolent,  charita- 
ble and  kind,  he  was  one  of  Nature's  noblemen. 
On  the  12th  of  February',  1886,  he  was  called  to  his 
fin.al  rest. 

The  happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Worthington 
was  blessed  with  four  children:  Joseph  H.,  born  in 
Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  23,  1849,  died  April  27, 
1871;  Maiy  A.,  born  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  31,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  George  Hilleary,  a 
farmer  in  Union  Township,  Des  Moines  County; 
Amelia  V.,  born  in  Des   Moines   County,   Oct.   22, 
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1853,  is  the  vvife  of  Charles  D.  Hall,  a  resident  of 
Burlington:  Clara  J.,  born  in  this  county,  April  27, 
1856,  died  Sept.  26,  1862.  Mrs.  AV^orthington  has 
been  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  since 
early  childhood,  and  has  the  love  and  respect  of  all 
who  know  her. 


ENRY  H.  LEICHT,  senior  partner  of  the 
firm  of  Leicht  Bros.,  proprietors  of  the  "Lit- 
tle Market  Groceri'  around  the  corner," 
established  in  1885.  This  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing grocery  houses  iu  tlie  city,  the  Leiclit  Bros, 
making  a  specialty  of  first-class  goods.  Their  stock, 
which  is  large,  includes  a  full  line  of  staple  and 
fancj'  groceries,  provisions,  poultry,  fish  and  fresh 
vegetables.  Their  trade  has  increased  from  §25,- 
000  to  §35,000  a  year,  and  is  still  gaining.  Their 
location  is  central.  No.  413  Jefferson  street.  They 
employ  six  men  and  have  two  wagons  for  the  de- 
livery of  goods. 

Henry  H.  Leicht  was  born  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
Dec.  14,  1855,  was  educated  in  the  city  schools,  and 
married  Miss  AnneE.  Burton,  of  Ft.  Madison.  His 
brother,  John  William,  the  junior  partner  of  the 
firm,  was  born  in  Union  Township,  Des  Moines  Co., 
Iowa,  Marcli  20,  1857,  was  educated  in  the  Burling- 
ton schools,  and  wedded  Miss  Caroline  Lucas.  Both 
brothers  are  residents  of  Burlington. 

UMPHREY  CRAAVFORD,  foreman  of  the 
|j  smith's  department  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  shops,  at  West  Burlington, 
was  born  iu  Londonderry,  North  of  Ireland, 
Jan.  22,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Murray)  Crawford.  In  1851,  in  companj^  with 
his  brother  Thomas,  he  emigrated  to  America,  re- 
maining for  a  short  time  in  Somerset  County, 
N.  J.,  where  he  was  engaged  at  the  trade  of  black- 
smithing.  In  that  State  Mr.  Crawford  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Kelley,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  though  reared  in  this  countr3',  hav- 
ing emigrated  to  the  United  States  with  her  parents 
in    childhood.     In   1856   Mr.   Crawford    became  a 


resident  of  Burlington,  renting  his  first  house  from 
the  mother  of  William  Garrett,  and  his  first  work 
was  for  Charles  Hendrie,  on  the  ground  where  the 
Union  Depot  now  stands.  In  April,  1856,  he  se- 
cured employment  with  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  Railroad  Company,  with  which  he  has  re- 
mained continuously  since. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawfoi'd  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  one  son  and  four  daughters :  Mollie  J., 
wife  of  J.  C.  Reed,  an  electrician,  of  Denver,  Col.; 
Lizzie  M..  wife  of  C.  G.  Lemnion,  ticket  agent  for 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  at  St.  Louis; 
Jolin  H.,  also  of  St.  Louis,  is  soliciting  agent  for 
the  Cliicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy;  Lollie  S.  and 
IMae  A.  are  at  home.  Mr.  Crawford  is  a  friend  to 
education,  and  has  given  his  children  liberal  ad- 
vantages for  obtaining  one.  In  politics  he  is  lib- 
eral, casting  his  vote  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks 
will  best  fill  the  ofRce.  Religiously,  the  family  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crawford  came  to  Burlington  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances, but  by  their  industry  and  economy 
have  accumulated  a  comfortable  property,  and  to- 
day are  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Burlington, 
Iowa. 


■SPOHN  L.  THOMAS,  a  well-known  resident  of 
Mediapolis,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  South  Wales, 
born  near  Newcastle,  and  is  a  son  of  David 
and  Mary  (Lloyd)  Thomas,  his  father  being 
a  farmer  in  his  native  country.  When  a  boy  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  left  the  paternal  home,  and 
engaged  in  any  kind  of  work  that  came  to  his  hand. 
Being  of  an  ingenious  turn  of  mind  he  worked  at 
many  occupations,  and  mastered  the  trade  of  stone- 
mason without  serving  a  regular  apprenticeship. 
Deciding  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World  he 
came  to  America  in  1854,  locating  first  at  Newark, 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  work  as  a  stonemason 
From  there  he  removed  to  Louisa  Count3^  Iowa, 
working  at  the  same  trade  in  Columbus  City.  In 
September,  1856,  he  removed  to  Des  Moines  County, 
and  worked  as  a  farm  hand  on  a  farm  on  section  8, 
in  Franklin  Township,  afterward  renting  a  farm 
for  a  number  of  j'ears.  His  first  purchase  of  land 
was  fortj'-eight  acres  on  the  same  section,  to  which 
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lie  adder!  by  subsequent  purcliases  until  he  had  a 
farm  of  218  acres.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  147 
acres  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa.  On  the  former 
place  he  lived  until  1885,  when  he  retired  from 
farming,  and  removed  to  Mediapolis,  which  has 
ever  since  been  his  home. 

In  November.  1881,  Mr.  Thomas  was  married  to 
Mary  A.,  daughter  of  David  and  Martha  (Evans) 
Dudley,  and  a  native  of  Licking  County,  Ohio. 
David  Dudley  was  a  native  of  Wales,  vvho  emigrated 
to  this  countrj'  in  1842,  and  settled  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio. 

The  success  in  life  of  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  good  illus- 
tration of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  industry, 
integrity,  frugality,  close  attention  to  business  and 
good  management.  When  he  came  to  America  his 
sole  capital  was  good  health,  correct  morals,  and  an 
earnest  determination  to  succeed.  To-day  he  is 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life,  lived  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  rules  he  early  laid  down  for  his 
future  guidance,  and  is  in  the  possession  of  a  com- 
fortable competence.  In  Ma^-,  1886,  he  and  his 
wife  started  for  a  well-earned  holiday,  visiting  vari- 
ous parts  of  Wales  and  England,  and  spending 
three  months  on  the  trip.  When  he  first  emigrated 
to  America  he  came  in  a  sailing-vessel,  which  took 
five  weeks  and  three  days  to  make  the  passage 
across  the  Atlantic.  On  his  return  to  his  native 
land  he  crossed  in  eleven  days,  a  good  illustration 
of  modern  progress. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  in 
Des  Moines  County,  and  wherever  he  is  known. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  warm  supporter 
of  its  princi[)les.  Though  not  an  aspirant  for  polit- 
ical honors,  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  local 
affairs,  and  has  served  his  township  .as  Trustee.  A 
good  portrait  of  Mr.  Thomas  appears  upon  the  op- 
posite p.age. 


i¥|  OSEPH  WILBOURNE,  one  of  the  early  set- 
11     lers  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was  born 


I 

^^1,  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  where  he  grew  to 
^&)j  manhood,  and  there  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Hannah  Bottrill,  who  is  a  native  of  the 
same  county.  The  young  couple  soon  emigrated 
'    to  the  United  States,  first  taking  u])  their  residence 


^ 


at  Baltimore,  Md.,and  in  1855  came  to  Des  Moines 
Count}'.  Jose|)h  and  Hannah  Wilbourne  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  three  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: William,  a  resident  of  HoUister,  Cal. ;  Carrie, 
wife  of  Heniy  Harkleroude.  now  deceased,  resides 
in  Hollistcr,  Cal.;  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Collins,  of  Bur- 
lington. In  1874  Mr.  Wilbourne  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  his  death  occurred  in  1882.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Church  of  En- 
gland, and  were  highly  respected  people. 

^.  : :g^J#^^^^-^ 

^    M.  INGER.SOLL,  harbor  master,  of  Bur- 

/LUi  lington,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  July  21,  1833.  and  his  parents  were 
James  and  Delilah  (Jones)  Ingersoll.  In 
1841)  James  Ingersoll  and  family'  came  to  Burling- 
ton, but  the  country  being  new  and  not  veiy  well 
improved,  they  were  dissatisfied,  and  returned  to 
Hamilton  County  in  1850,  but  five  ^-ears  later  they 
again  came  to  Iowa  and  took  up  their  residence  on 
a  farm  near  Augusta,  where  a  nice  home  was  made. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingersoll  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Daniel,  of  Oregon  ; 
A.  M.,  our  subject;  Arthur  B.,  residing  in  Burling- 
ton ;  Mar}',  wife  of  William  Webster,  of  Sioux  City, 
Iowa;  Thesa,  wife  of  David  D.  Jacoby,  of  Bur- 
lington ;  Susan,  wife  of  Samuel  Hodge,  also  of  Bur- 
lington. Politically,  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  a  Jackson 
Democrat,  a  man  well  posted  on  his  country's  affairs, 
and  highly  respected  in  the  community  where  he 
resided.  He  departed  this  life  in  1880,  but  his  wife 
still  survives  him. 

A.  M.  Ingersoll,  our  subject,  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  receiving  but  few  educational  advantages. 
In  those  days,  as  soon  as  the  boys  were  old  enough 
to  handle  a  |)low,  they  were  obliged  to  work  upon 
the  farm  in  summer,  and  so  were  only  able  to  at- 
tend school  in  winter,  and  the  school-house  was  three 
miles  away  from  Mr.  IngersoH's  home.  After  re- 
turning to  Ohio  from  their  journey  west,  Mr.  Inger- 
soll iveddeil  Miss  Mary  Hutchens.  They  have  two 
children  living — AV^illiam  F.  and  Daniel  F. 

In  early  life  our  subject  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  trade  of  cooper,  and  after  coming  to  Burling- 
ton in  185G,  he  continued  to  make  that  his  occupa- 
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tion  for  several  years.  In  1865  he  enlisted  in  the 
45th  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  lOO-days  service,  remain- 
ing in  the  army  until  tlie  close  of  the  war.  Mr. 
Ingersoll  has  been  a  member  of  tlie  fire  department 
for  twenty-eight  years,  being  the  oldest  fireman  in 
the  city,  and  he  has  served  upon  the  police  force  for 
two  years.  He  is  a  second  cousin  of  Robert  G. 
Ingersoll,  but  on  religious  subjects  they  differ 
greatly.  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife  in  1866.  He  was  again  married 
in  1867,  to  Mrs.  Rose  Gormley,  widow  of  Henry 
Gormley;  she  had  one  child  by  her  first  mar- 
riage, Catherine,  wife  of  William  G.  Hoerr.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ingersoll  are  both  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church. 

Ci  ji/  S.  GIBSON,  M.  D.,  of  Danville,  Iowa, 
\rJ/l  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  May  5, 
'^^^  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Essington  and  Julia 
E.  (Lynn)  Gibson,  both  natives  of  Crawford  County, 
Pa.,  where  they  were  married.  They  removed  to 
Mercer  County.  Pa.,  and  in  1868  to  Bnrlington, 
where  Mr.  Gibson  worked  for  a  year  at  his  trade, 
that  of  a  carpenter,  though  later  he  became  a  miller. 
In  1869  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Lee  County,  Iowa, 
near  Denmark,  and  later  became  the  owner  of  a 
water-mill  on  Skunk  River,  known  in  early  d.ays  as 
Wilson's,  but  then  as  the  Bridge|)ort  Mills.  This 
he  operated  for  a  number  of  years,  his  son  James 
now  managing  the  same.  Four  children  are  living 
who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania:  Albert,  husband 
of  Florence  Williams,  resides  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa, 
and  is  foreman  of  the  iron  works  of  Williams.  Fair 
&  Co.;  n€xt  W.  S. ;  J.imes,  the  Bridgeport  miller; 
and  Thomas,  a  machinist  of  Ottumwa.  Charles,  the 
first  child  born  in  Iowa,  is  a  farmer;  Jennie  and 
Frank  complete  the  family,  the  three  latter  residing 
with  their  parents  on  the  old  homestead.  Three 
children  born  in  Pennsylvania  died  in  that  State 
prior  to  the  removal  of  the  Gibson  family  to  Iowa. 
Both  parents  are  past  middle  age  and  live  a  retired 
life  in  Lee  County;  their  children  who  have  begun 
business  for  themselves  are  also  doing  nicely. 

Our  subject  received  his  education   at  Denmark 
Academy,  this  being  followed  by  a  year's  course  of 


teaching  in  Lee  County,  prior  to  the  beginning  of 
the  study  of  medicine.  His  preceptor  was  Dr.  W. 
C.  E.  Martin,  of  Greenville.  Pa.,  with  whom  he  read 
medicine  during  the  summer,  attending  medical 
college  for  three  consecutive  winters,  and  attending 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio_ 
and  graduating  from  that  noted  college  in  February, 
1882.  Dr.  Gibson  then  returned  to  Denmark, 
Iowa,  temporarily  locating  there,  remaining  until 
1886. 

During  his  stay  in  Denmark  the  marriage  of  Dr. 
Gibson  and  Miss  Cora  Joy  was  celebrated,  the  cere- 
mony occurring  May  2i,  1884.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  R.  N.  and  Rhodelia  (Epps)  Joy,  who  were 
natives  of  Ohio.  They  were  married  in  New  York 
State,  and  removed  from  La  Fargeville,  N.  Y.,  to 
Iowa  in  1866.  Mr.  Joy  was  a  teacher  both  in  New 
York  and  Iowa,  though  by  trade  a  carpenter.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joy  were  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Herbert  H.,  who  wedded  Miss  Sadie  Gates,  of  New 
York,  resides  in  Grinnell,  Iowa,  a  professor  and 
teacher  of  vocal  music;  Cora,  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Clyde,  book-keeper  for  F.  S.  Baker  &  Son,  of 
Keokuk,  Iowa.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Gibson  are 
both  living,  and  are  residents  of  Denmark. 

In  March,  1887,  Dr.  Gibson  located  permanently 
in  the  village  of  Danville,  and  has  already  secured  a 
nice  and  rapidly  growing  practice.  He  is  justly 
popular,  and  we  are  pleased  to  give  him  repre- 
sentation in  the  history  of  the  town  which  has  been 
chosen  for  a  home.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  a  charter  member  of  Camp  Physician, 
Order  of  Miidern  Woodmen,  of  Denmark,  Iowa. 


yARREN  P.  GOLDTHWAITE,  passenger 
conductor  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  was  born  at  Augusta.  Me., 
March  25,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  P.  B. 
(Ware)  Goldthwaite,  his  mother  being  a  relative  of 
Senator  Ware,  of  Kansas.  His  parents  were  of  En- 
glish and  French  ancestry,  though  born  in  Maine. 
Warren  came  to  Burlington  in  1867,  attended 
school  for  a  year,  and  in  the  spring  of  1  868  engaged 
with  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad, 
composing  one  of  the  surveying  party  to  lay  out 
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that  line.  After  its  construction  he  beg.an  train 
service  as  passenger  brakeman  until  the  winter  of 
1872.  when  he  was  promoted  to  concluctor,  and  in 
1877  began  running  extra  passenger  trains.  In 
May,  1878,  he  took  charge  of  the  pay  car,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  capacity  for  five  years,  not  a  single 
accident  liappening  during  that  time.  He  after- 
ward ran  many  regular  passenger  trains,  and  is  now 
conductor  on  the  '-Flyer,"  Nos.  1  and  2,  running 
between  Burlington  and  Pacific  Junction,  which 
position  he  has  held  since  the  train  was  put  on  the 
road. 

At  Burlington,  Iowa,  May  10,  1875,  Mr.  Gold- 
thvvaite  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  Free- 
man, a  native  of  Railway.  N.  J.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Alfred  Freeman,  agent  of  the  .Star  Union  Line,  of 
Burlington.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
one  son  and  two  daughters — Theo.  Leslie  and  AValter, 
all  born  at  Burlington.  Mrs.  Goldthwaite  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Christ  Church.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Goldthwaite  is  liberal.  He  h.as  gained  an  important 
position  on  the  road,  and  has  the  entire  confidence 
of  his  employers. 


'|/j^^  ENRY  ILES,  deceased.  To  preserve  the 
memory  of  the  dead  is  as  fitting  as  to  record 
the  lives  of  the  living.  Those  who  have 
lived  were  in  many  instances  the  equal  of 
those  who  take  their  places  in  the  world  of  action, 
and  how  many  who  peruse  these  pages  will  read 
historic  accounts  of  pioneers  in  fact,  who  for  almost 
half  a  century  delved  and  tailed  that  those  of  their 
kindred  should  have  homes  in  this  beautiful  coun- 
try. Is  it  not  due  then  that  mention  be  made  of 
such  men,  who  braved  all  the  vicissitudes  of  early 
days  in  the  new  Northwest.  Our  subject,  while  not 
one  of  the  first-comers  to  Des  Moines  County,  w.as 
a  man  worthj'  and  well  known  during  his  lifetime, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  his  residence  was  upon  a 
farm  in  Danville  Township.  He  was  born  in  Hock- 
ing County,  Ohio,  Dec.  13,  1826,  and  was  a  son  of 
parents  born  in  Pennsj'lvania,  of  German  ancestry, 
who  came  to  Ohio  at  an  earl^'  day,  and  settled  in 
the  wild  woods  of  that  country.  Several  children 
were  born  before  our  subject,  and  the  following  are 


those  living:  Jacob,  who  wedded  Minerva  Mc- 
Brooni,  resides  in  Vermilion  County,  111.;  Maria, 
wife  of  Joseph  McBroom,  a  farmer  of  Hocking 
County,  Ohio;  tlien  our  subject;  Jeremiah,  a  min- 
ister of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  the  hus- 
liand  of  an  Eastern  lady,  resides  in  Logan,  Hocking- 
County  ;  and  William,  also  a  resident  of  that  county, 
is  the  husband  of  Mary  Deer. 

Henry  lies  was  married,  in  Ohio,  to  Maria  Abbott, 
and  two  children  were  born  of  this  union,  though 
the  mother  and  children  are  both  now  deceased. 
James,  the  son.  married  Jane  Plunk  in  Ohio,  and 
the^'  were  residents  of  Ta3'lor  County,  Iowa,  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Deciding  to  come  West,  Mr.  lies 
came  to  Iowa  in  1856,  locating  upon  tlie  farm  where 
his  widow  and  daughters  yet  reside.  The  death  of 
his  first  wife  occurred  in  1 865,  and  three  years 
later  he  made  an  overland  trip  to  the  gold  fields  of 
California,  where  he  remained  three  j'ears, accumu- 
lating quite  a  considerable  sum  of  monej',  but  his 
lenienc3'  to  creditors  and  his  well-known  libi-rality 
melted  away  his  savings,  until  lie  had  but  little  to 
show  for  his  California  venture.  After  his  return 
Mr.  lies  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Alspach,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  July  6,  1869.  An  ex- 
tensive history  of  her  family  will  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  William  H.  Alspach,  of  Danville.  Until 
his  last  illness  Mr.  lies  was  an  indefatigable  worker 
upon  his  farm.  Two  children  came  to  bless  his 
home.  Bertha  and  Martha,  botii  of  whom  are  with 
their  mother.  No  son  can  transmit  the  name  of  a 
worthy  sire  to  future  generations,  but  a  record  of 
uprightness  is  vouchsafed  by  the  historian  for  a 
family  equal  to  any. 

As  a  citizen,  Henry  lies  was  one  of  the  best. 
Honorable  in  all  business  details,  upright  in  morals, 
and  a  Christian  in  thought  and  deed,  quiet  and 
unobtrusive  in  disposition,  his  life  was  spent  in 
peace,  and  amid  the  plenteousness  which  surrounds 
those  of  careful  and  energetic  habits.  Mr.  lies  left 
his  wife  and  children  comfortably  off  upon  the 
homestead,  near  the  village  of  Danville.  Both 
himself  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  that  village,  and  in  his  death 
a  faithful  adherent  to  the  faith  and  a  liberal  mem- 
ber of  the  society  was  lost.  His  early  toil  and  the 
hardships  of  the  mining  country  perhaps  had  some- 


•^tJf   "^^ 


-^^ 


63G 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


thing  to  do  with  shortening  his  daj's,  for  he  died 
when  manhood  should  be  in  its  prime,  in  his  forty- 
nintli  year.  There  are  many  who  while  reading 
this  sketch  will  call  to  remembrance  his  genial  smile 
and  cheery  word.  A  score  of  years  passed  in 
this  township  endeared  Mr.  lies  to  the  community 
in  a  high  degree,  and  to  make  this  record  becomes 
a  pleasure  to  the  historian. 

\f  OSHUA  WRIGHT  HOLIDAY,  M.  D.,  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  Burlington,  was 
born  in  Xenia,  Greene  Co.,  Ohio,  May  31, 
1846.  His  father.  John  P.  Holiday,  was 
born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1822,  and  in  early  life 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  for 
many  years  followed  the  occupation  of  contractor 
and  builder,  and  also  engaged  for  a  time  in  milling. 
He  married  Miss  Frances  Wright,  a  native  of  Ha- 
gerstown,  Md.,  who  was  born  in  1828,  and  in  185.5 
they  emigrated  to  Fairfield,  Jefferson  Co.,  Iowa, 
where  he  continued  the  business  of  contractor  and 
builder,  and  also  owned  and  operated  the  Round 
Praiiie  Mills.  While  a  resident  of  Ohio  he  held 
several  local  offices.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  and 
an  anti-slaveiy  man,  never  ashamed  to  be  known  or 
called  an  Abolitionist.  He  was  also  a  strong  tem- 
perance man,  an  advocate  of  total  abstinence.  To 
John  P.  and  Frances  Holida}'  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living:  Joshua  W.,  our 
subject,  Walter,  who  died  in  Ohio;  Charles  W., 
conductor  on  the  Wabash  <fe  Pacific  Railroad;  J. 
Frank,  a  prosperous  merchant  of  Morning  Sun, 
Louisa  Co.,  Iowa;  James  F.,  in  the  employ  of  the 
Consolidated  Tank  Line  Company,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Decatur,  HI.;  Chester  D.,  with  the  same 
corapanj';  Harve^',  also  a  conductor;  Fannie,  wife 
of  L.  L.  Crosthwait,  of  Decatur,  who  is  also  with 
the  Consolidated  Tank  Line.  In  1868  the  family 
removed  to  Decatur,  111.,  where  the  parents  yet  re- 
side. In  early  life  the  father  was  a  Presbyterian, 
but  for  many  years  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  Mrs.  Holi- 
day. He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  re- 
ligious affairs. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood    in 


Jefferson  County,  Iowa,  and  received  his  literai'v 
education  at  Fairfield  College.  In  1861.  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  he  enlisted  in  the  war  for  the  Union,  and 
served  until  1865.  Enlisting  as  a  private,  he  was 
subsequently  i)roraoled  to  Sergeant  of  the  company, 
then  Sergeant  Major,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  was 
finally  mustered  out  of  the  service  Aug.  13,  1865,  as 
Captain  of  Companj'  B,  8th  Iowa  Cavalry.  The 
regiment  in  which  he  served  was  engaged  in  many 
of  the  most  notable  battles  of  the  late  war,  includ- 
ing Resaca,  Cassville,  Pickett's  Mills,  participated  in 
the  engagements  around  Atlanta,  where  some  part 
of  the  regiment  was  under  fire  for  eighty-six  con- 
secutive days,  then  at  Waterloo,  Ala. ;  Pulaski, 
Franklin  (one  of  the  fiercest  engagements  of  the 
war),  and   Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  other  skirmishes. 

On  receiving  his  discharge,  Capt.  Holiday  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Fairfield,  and  soon  after  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine,  entering  the  office  of 
Dr.  R.  H.  Mohr,  of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained three  j'ears,  in  the  meantime  attending  lec- 
tures at  the  Keokuk  Medical  College,  receiving  his 
degree  in  1869.  In  the  winter  of  1876-77  he  took 
a  post-graduate  course  in  the  medical  department  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  On  receiving  his 
degree  Dr.  Holiday  at  once  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Morning  Sun,  Louisa  Co.,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  until  1877,  during  which  time 
he  secured  an  extensive  practice.  Owing  to  ill- 
health  he  removed  to  Burlington  in  1877,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside,  and  has  built  up  a 
practice  he  can  well  be  proud  of. 

In  1869  the  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Emma  Davis,  daughter  of  W.  M.  Davis,  of 
Mt.  Pleasant.  Iowa,  now  deceased.  By  this  union 
there  are  three  children — John,  Harrj'  and  Maude. 
Mrs.  Holida}',  who  was  a  sincere  Christian  woman 
and  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  her,  died 
Aug.  27,  1881.  The  Doctor  was  again  married  in 
1883,  Miss  Mattie  Gregg  becoming  his  wife.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  J.  M.  Gregg,  a  pioneer  of  Des 
Moines  County.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
them — Sadie  Gregg  and  Frank. 

As  a  physician  Dr.  Holiday  ranks  high.  He  was 
for  some  time  President  of  the  Burlington  Pension 
Boaril ;  is  a  member  of  the  Des  Moines  Countv 
Medical  Societj-,   Eastern    Iowa    Medical    Society', 


t::':  • 

■:"'v  Yfii'K 

I.  ■ 

1 

.  ;v 

Til..  ... 

•►Hl^^^ 


~^n  ^ 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


639 


State  Merlical  Societj-,  anri  the  American  Medical 
Association.  In  eaclj  of  these  bodies  he  takes  an 
active  interest.  He  is  a  member  of  Matthes  Post 
No.  5,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  stalwart 
Republican,  and  in  times  past  has  been  an  active 
supporter  of  that  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  .also  of  Iowa  R.  A.,  Chap- 
ter No.   1. 


'\wtOHN  M.  GREGG,  of  Burlington,  is  one  of  the 
I  pioneer  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County,  and 
I  was  born  in  Ohio  County,  Va.,  now  a  part  of 
(^|;  West  Virginia,  on  March  10,  1817.  The 
ancestors  of  this  family  in  this  country  were  Aaron 
Gregg  and  his  wife,  who  was  prior  to  her  marriage 
to  him  a  Mrs.  Herriiigton,  to  whom  he  w.as  married 
in  AVales.  They  came  to  this  country  prior  to 
1766.  as  their  eldest  son,  William,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  February  3  of  that  year  in  this 
country,  the  parents  having  for  some  time  pre- 
viously lived  in  New  Jer.sey.  William  removed  to 
Wilmington,  Del.,  where  he  is  supposed  to  have 
died.  He  had  two  sons,  William  and  John,  tlie 
former  being  the  father  of  John  M.  He  was  born 
in  Delaware,  in  1768,  and  there  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  such  education  as  the  country  at  that  time 
afforded.  AVhen  a  j'oung  man  he  removed  to 
Greene  County,  Pa.,  where  he  married  Sarah  Smith, 
a  native  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  in  1797.  In 
1807  he  went  to  Ohio  County,  Va.,  now  West  Vir- 
ginia, near  Wheeling,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
of  bl.acksmith,  at  which  he  was  a  practical  work- 
man. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gregg  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  man  and  woman- 
hood, though  only  three  are  now  living:  Azariah, 
now  a  resident  of  Danville  Township,  Des  Moines 
County,  being  among  the  earliest  living  settlers  of 
that  township;  James,  a  resident  of^Otoe  County, 
Neb.;  and  John  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
William  Gregg  w'.is  a  man  of  excellent  h.ibits.  highly 
respected  and  unusually  well  informed.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight,  in  1826.  After  the  death  of 
her    husband,    Mrs.    Gregg    reinaineil    in    Virginia 


until  1838,  and  then  spent  her  remaining  years  with 
her  sons,  dying  at  the  home  of  John  M.in  D.uiville 
Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  in  August,  1863, 
aged  eighty-four.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  she  was 
converted  and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  thenceforward  was  a  true  Christian 
woman,  and  aided  largel3'  in  all  church  work. 

John  M.  Gregg,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  log  school-house,  with 
puncheon  floor,  sl.ab  seats,  greased  paper  windows 
and  an  old-fashioned  fireplace.  Receiving  an  edu- 
cation in  this  manner  was  not  the  onlj'  disadvan- 
tage of  those  pioneer  daj's.  The  means  of  travel 
were  not  much  better.  Mr.  Gregg  can  remember 
having  to  ride  on  horseback  behind  his  mother 
to  hear  Lorenzo  Dow  preach.  At  the  age  of  nine 
years  Mr.  Gregg  was  left  fatherless.  He  remained 
at  home  with  his  mother  in  Virginia  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  wiien,  in  1836,  he  left  the  scenes  of 
his  early  bo^'hood  and  started  for  the  then  wild 
West.  Arriving  in  Iowa  April  1,  1836.  he  selected 
Des  Moines  County  as  his  future  home,  purchasing 
a  piece  of  land  which  is  now  within  the  city  limits 
of  Burlington,  of  a  certain  Mr.  Leffler,  who  also 
had  a  claim  in  Danville  Township,  which  he  after- 
ward exchanged  for  that  tract.  When  Mr.  Gregg 
came  to  the  county  the  settlements  were  few  and 
far  between.  The  edge  of  the  timber  was  selected 
as  their  home,  the  prairies  being  left  unimproved 
until  a  later  day.  At  th.at  time  the  town  of 
Augusta  carried  on  as  much  business  as  Burlington. 
To-day,  as  we  look  back,  what  a  change  hsis  come 
over  the  scene;  much  of  the  timber  has  been  cut 
awa^',  and  the  prairies  are  transformed  into  finely 
cultivated  farms,  and  dotted  here  and  tliere  with 
churches,  schools  and  elegant  residences.  Mr. 
Gregg's  parents  being  in  limited  circumstances  our 
subject  was  early  compelled  to  begin  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself,  while  a  stout  heart,  a  strong  right 
arm,  and  a  very  few  dollars  in  money,  composed  his 
stock  in  hand.  For  the  first  two  years  success 
smiled  upon  his  efforts,  but  through  adverse  cir- 
cumstances he  lost  his  hard  earnings.  His  property 
gone,  his  health  impaired,  a  stranger  in  a  new 
country,  it  is  a  wonder  that  his  courage  did  not 
forsake  him.  But  with  a  tenacity  of  purpose  which 
but  few  possess,  Mr.  Gregg  bore  up  bravelj',  began 
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his  finnneial  life  again,  and  to-day  has  ample  reward 
for  his  labor. 

On  the  l-2th  of  May,  1839,  the  marriage  of  John 
Gregg  and  P>mily  Bonar  was  celebrated,  Mrs. 
Gregg  was  born  in  Marshall  Count}',  Va.,  Feb.  20, 
1817.  Her  father,  James  Bonar,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Des  Moines  County.  This  nnion 
has  been  blessed  with  eleven  children :  Alfred  C,  a 
prominent  farn.er  of  Ues  Moines  County;  Hanson, 
a  grain-dealer  of  Omaha,  Neb.;  Martha,  wife  of  Dr. 
J.  W.  Holid.ay,  a  prominent  physician  of  Burling- 
ton;  Justus  C,  a  grain  and  cattle  dealer  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo;  Alelinda  died  in  August,  J 871,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two;  Mason,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  also 
engaged  in  the  stock  and  grain  business;  Sarah, 
living  !it  home;  John,  a  stock  and  gi'ain-deiiler  of 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Frank,  an  attorne^'-at-law,  is  at 
present  eng.aged  in  grain  and  real  estate  at  Lincoln, 
Neb:  Edson,  also  a  stock  and  grain  dealer  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.;  Bertie,  wife  of  Philip  Reppert,  of  Bur- 
lington. 

In  1840  Mr.  Gregg  became  a  co-worker  with  his 
wife  in  the  cause  of  Christianity,  b}'  uniting  with  the 
Methodist  Church,  she  having  joined  in  1834.  In 
politics  he  has  al\va3S  been  a  stanch  supporter  of 
Democratic  principles,  casting  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Martin  Van  Buren.  Although  he  has 
never  been  an  asi)ir.ant  for  public  office,  yet  he  has 
manifested  that  zeal  as  a  worker  which  caused  him 
to  be  put  in  nomination  for  the  Legislature.  As 
long  as  the  party  nominates  men  in  whom  he  can 
repose  his  trust,  Mr.  Gregg  is  a  strong  party  man, 
but  when  they  bring  forward  for  office  those  whom 
he  knows  to  be  unfit  for  the  position  to  which  they 
aspire,  then  he  throws  off  party  allegiance  and  acts 
independently,  voting  for  the  best  man.  Mr. 
Gregg  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  most 
[n-actical  farmers  of  the  county,  and  his  principal 
occupations  through  life  have  been  farming,  deal- 
ing in  real  estate,  stock-raising  and  trading.  Shrewd 
in  his  dealings,  he  h.as  ever  been  ui)right  in  every- 
thing in  which  he  has  been  engaged.  As  a  proof 
of  his  integrity  ami  justice  toward  his  fellowmen, 
he  never  had  trouble  enough  in  his  transactions  to 
cause  a  single  lawsuit  during  all  the  time  that  he 
has  been  dealing  in  land,  Imying  and  selling  thou- 
sands of  acres  that  he  never  saw.     Mr.  Gregg  has 
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.ilways  been  a  friend  to  education,  giving  his  chil- 
dren the  best  advantages,  having  sent  several  of 
them  to  college.  Since  removing  to  Burlington  in 
1881,  when  he  gave  up  his  farm,  Mr.  Gregg  has 
spent  over  $100,000  for  property,  and  has  aided 
largely  in  building  up  the  city.  In  his  financial 
dealings  he  has  been  successful,  and  is  among  the 
leading  men  of  the  county  as  to  wealth  and  busi- 
ness capacity.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  social  nature, 
friendly  an(i  genial  in  his  intercourse,  and  highly 
esteemed  for  his  integrity  and  moral  worth.  As  a 
man  and  a  citizen  he  is  justly  held  in  high  esteem. 
The  pioneers  of  Des  Moines  County,  of  whom 
this  volume  is  very  largely  a  record,  will  be  well 
pleased  to  see  the  face  of  Mr.  Gregg,  shown  in 
this  connection.  None  more  worthy  will  be  found 
in  this  volume. 


ANIEL  WINTER,  one  of  the  prominent 
•I  business  men  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was 
born  near  Zanesville,  Ohio,  Sept.  6,  1826, 
and  is  a  son  of  Robert  Winter,  who  was 
born  at  Faston,  England,  Jan.  22,  1781,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a  liberal  education.  In 
1802  his  father  emigrated  to  America,  and  settled 
at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  Desiring  to  go  further  West  he 
settled  at  St.  Clairs^'ille,  Belmont  Co.,  Ohio,  when 
that  county  was  yet  in  its  pioneer  da3's,  and  there 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  while  there 
he  became  acquainted  with  and  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Maricle,  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  Nov.  27, 
1783,  but  was  of  German  ancestr}-,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  March  5,  1805.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  St.  Clairsville  for  sev- 
eral years,  when,  in  1822,  selling  out,  he  purchased 
a  farm  near  Zanesville.  Nine  children  graced  the 
union  of  this  worthy  couple :  Margaret,  born  Dec. 
26,  1805,  died  Jan.  5,  1806;  .S.ar.ah  A.,  born  Nov. 
17,  1808,  is  now  the  widow  of  Joseph  Norris,  and 
resides  in  Oskaloosa.  Iowa;  Robert,  born  March  31, 
1810,  is  a  resident  of  East  Virginia;  Ozias,  born 
Feb.  25,  1812,  now  deceased;  Jesse,  born  Feb.  in, 
1814,  now  deceased:  William  W.,  born  Dec.  26, 
1816,  is  a  resident   of  Olathe,    Kan.;  Susan,   born 
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July  3,  1810.  died  Sept.  7,  1K20;  John,  born  May 
15.  1822,  is  living  in  Zanesvilie.  Ohio;  and  Daniel, 
of  this  sketch.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winter  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  community  where  they  resided.  Dur- 
ing his  early  life  he  followed  the  teachings  of  Henry 
Clay,  supporting  the  Whig  party  until  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Republican,  when  his  earnest  support 
was  given  to  that  body  until  his  cleath.  He  died 
Oct.  28,  1865,  aged  eighty-four  years,  six  months 
and  nine  days.  His  wife  survived  him  until  Nov. 
15,  1873. 

Daniel  Winter,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  re- 
ceiving but  a  limited  education.  He  w.as  then  ap- 
prenticed to  lefirn  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
and  after  serving  a  terra  of  apprenticeship  of  four 
years,  he  went  to  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  where  he  was 
emplo}'ed  as  a  journeyman.  Mingling  more  among 
other  people,  Mr.  Winter  found  that  in  educa- 
tional matters  he  was  sadly  deficient,  and  so  in  the 
fall  he  returned  home  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
school.  Continuing  firm  in  this  resolve,  he  com- 
menced the  stud}'  upon  which  he  had  determined, 
but  becoming  disgusted  with  the  management  of  the 
school,  concluded  to  continue  his  studies  at  home. 
The  following  spring  he  returned  to  Cincinnati,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1847  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance 
with  Miss  Maria  E.  Remrae,  a  native  of  Amster- 
dam, Holland,  born  Aug.  4,  1825.  Turning  his 
face  toward  the  setting  sun,  in  1851  Mr.  AVinter 
started  ft)r  Burlington,  Iowa,  making  the  trip  by 
water,  and  reaching  his  destination  April  21  of  that 
year.  He  followed  his  trade  in  that  city  for  some 
time,  and  erected  many  of  its  leading  buildings. 
In  the  3-car  1H53  he  established  his  present  busi- 
ness, the  mauuf.acture  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  in 
a  small  w.iy,  but  this  has  since  grown  to  be  one  of 
the  prominent  business  interests  of  the  city. 

Five  living  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Winter:  Benjamin  H.,  born  Feb.  20,  1850,  is 
book-keeper  in  his  father's  factoiy;  Mar}-,  born 
Sept.  26,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  George  F.  Eggleston. 
of  Burlington;  Alice,  born  Sept.  8,  1853;  Cora, 
Oct.  20,  1859;  Elbridge,  Oct.  29,  1864.  The 
throe  latter  are  still  at  home.  Politically,  Mr.  Win- 
ter is  a    Re|)ublican,    and   though    not    what  would 


be  called  a  politician,  has  held  several  local  offices 
of  trust,  having  been  Alderman  of  his  ward  several 
terras.  Mr.  Winter  and  his  family  have  long  been 
merabers  of  the  First-Da}'  Advent  Christian  Church, 
and  he  is  a  devoted  Christian  man  whose  daily 
walk  is  char.acterized  by  honesty,  uprightness,  and  a 
strict  morality. 


*-'!<  ^ 


^Y]OHN  H.  McPARTLAND,  general  yard- 
master  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railro.ad  Company,  at  Burlington,  iQwa, 
since  Jan.  1,  1881,  is  a  native  of  Providence. 
R.  I.,  born  July  4,  1853.  His  parents,  Thomas  and 
Catherine  (Flynn)  McPartland,  were  both  natives 
of  Ireland,  the  father  coming  to  this  country  when 
sixteen  years  of  age  and  the  mother  when  fourteen. 
They  were  married  in  Rhode  Island,  and  removed 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1855,  and  still  reside  in  this 
city. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  city  and  Catholic 
schools  of  Burlington,  beginning  his  life  .as  a  rail- 
road employe  at  the  .age  of  thirteen  years,  as  water 
boy  in  the  gravel  pit  in  what  is  now  Gladstone,  III. 
on  the  Chicago.  Burlington  &  Quincy.  As  soon  as 
he  was  large  enough  he  began  work  in  the  capacity 
of  brakeman,  and  in  his  eighteenth  year  was  made 
conductor,  serving  as  freight  or  passenger  conductor 
on  the  "Q"  until  Jan.  21,  1881,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  position  of  general  }-ard- 
raaster,  which  he  has  now  held  for  over  seven  years. 
On  the  30th  of  October,  1870.  at  Burlington, 
Iowa,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  McPartland  and  Miss 
Ella  Curran  was  celebr.ated.  She  was  born  and 
reared  in  this  city,  and  is  a  daughter  of  P.  and 
Ellen  Curran.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McPartland  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter — 
Clara,  Michael  B.  and  George  P.  In  politics  Mr. 
McPartland  is  an  earnest  Democrat,  and  while  he 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  political  mat- 
ters, and  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
party  m.anageraent  of  Des  Moines  County,  he  has 
always  refused  to  be  a  candidate  for  any  public 
office.  The  duties  of  his  position  with  the  rail- 
way company  are  such  as  require  the  utmost  care 
and  promptness,  and   are    discharged   by   him   with 
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ability  and  fidelity.  During  the  late  strike  hisze.il 
and  energy  in  the  interest  of  the  successful  oper- 
ation of  the  road  won  hira  tiie  respect  of  the  busi- 
ness public  as  well  as  that  of  his  superiors. 


g-W^- 


ENRY  PAUL  HERZOG,  teacher  in  the 
i^  parisli  scliool,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born 
ii^  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  27th 
of  April,  1804,  and  is  a  son  of  Henr}'  and 
Eliza  Herzog,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ger- 
many. The}^  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
three  of  whom  are  deceased.  Those  living  are: 
Theophiliis,  Lydia,  Paulina  and  Henry  P.,  all  of 
whom  reside  at  home  except  onr  subject.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  St.  Louis  until  fifteen 
j^ears  of  age,  when  he  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and 
there  taught  a  parochial  school  for  two  years,  subse- 
quently attending  the  Northwestern  University,  at 
Watertown,  Wis.,  there  pursuing  a  course  for  two 
years.  Going  to  West  Bend,  that  .State,  Mr.  Her- 
zog accepted  a  position  as  teacher  of  German  in  the 
High  School  of  that  place,  but.ifter  remaining  there 
for  a  year,  resigned,  and  accepted  his  present 
position  as  teacher  of  the  parish  school,  connected 
with  St.  Luke's  Church  (German  Evangelical),  of 
Burlington,  mention  of  which  is  made  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Mr.  Herzog  has  been  very  successful  as  a 
teacher,  and  comparatively  a  young  m;in,has  ni.any 
years  of  usefulness  before  him  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. 

•^ ^M^. J— 

/^4  ^"^^  WILLIAM  B.  REMEY.  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Dcs  Moines  County,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  and  when  a  small  boy 
went  to  St.  Charles,  near  St.  Louis.  Mo., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  received  a  liberal 
education.  In  1837  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
then  a  small  village,  and  soon  after  his  arrival 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  as  one  of  the 
firm  of  Webber  &  Remey,  the  partnership  con- 
tinuing for  a  few  years,  Mr.  Webber  then  withdraw. 
ing,  and  Mr.  Remey  continued  the  business  alone 
for  several  3'ears.  The  first  important  business 
building  in  the  city  was  erected    by  him,  and  until 


the  big  fire  in  1874  was  one  of  the  old  landmarks. 
Mr.  Remey  in  earl^'  life  was  an  old-line  Whig,  a 
great  admirer  of  Ilenrj'  Clay  and  Daniel  Webster, 
and  continued  to  act  with  that  part}'  until  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  be- 
came identified  and  with  which  he  affiliated  until  iiis 
death.  He  was  honored  with  many  local  offices, 
including  City  Clerk,  City  Treasurer  and  Alderman, 
serving  in  the  latter  office  several  terms.  In  1861 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party  for  the 
office  of  County  Treasurer,  was  elected,  and  filled 
that  office  for  three  terms  with  credit  to  himself 
and  his  constituents.  He  was  a  man  well  posted  in 
the  affairs  of  the  State  and  county,  of  fine  social 
qualities,  and  made  many  warm  frends  in  the  count}' 
where  he  so  long  resided. 

In  the  fall  of  1837.  soon  after  coming  to  Bur- 
lington, Mr.  Remey  was  united  in  marri.age  with 
Miss  Eliza  Howland,  a  native  of  Woodstock,  Vt., 
by  whom  he  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living:  George  C,  a  Captain  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  is  now  stationed  at  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard, 
of  which  post  he  has  charge;  Col.  William  B.  is 
Judge  Advocate  General  of  the  Navy  and  Marine 
Corps,  at  Wasl'.ington,  D.  C.  .Tohn  T.  Remey,  the 
third  son  of  William  B.  and  Eliza  (Howland)  Re- 
mey, is  the  President  of  the  National  State  Bank, 
at  Burlington,  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Burlington, 
June  4,  1844,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  city, 
and  received  a  good  literary  and  business  education 
in  the  Baptist  College,  of  Burlington.  He  began 
his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  John 
H.  Gear  &  Co.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  was 
employed  as  messenger  in  the  bank  of  W.  F.  Cool- 
baugh  &  Co.,  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  term  of  eight  years,  occupying  dif- 
ferent positions  in  the  bank,  which  in  the  meantime 
had  been  re-organized  as  the  Union  National  Bank. 
By  strict  attention  to  business  he  won  tlie  cf>n- 
fidence  of  his  employers,  and  w.as  promoted  to  pay- 
ing teller  of  the  bank.  He  remained  in  the  Chicago 
institutirn  for  eight  years,  becoming  thoroughly 
posted  in  bank  affairs.  Returning  t(^  Burlington  in 
1871,  he  was  made  Cashier  of  the  National  State 
Bank,  which  position  he  held  until  1883.  when  he 
was  elected  President  of  the  National  State  Bank, 
which  position  he  still  retains.    In  1872  Jlr.  Remey 
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was  married,  in  Burlington,  to  Miss  Mary  Rorer,  a 
•laughter  of  Judge  Rorer,  who  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  Burlington.  They  have  one  son, 
David  Rorer  Reraey. 

John  T.  Remey  is  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
deserves  much  credit  for  the  high  position  he  has 
obtained,  working  his  way  from  a  subordinate  po- 
sition to  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  banking 
institutions  in  the  State.  In  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties  he  combines  caution  with  his  desire 
to  please,  and  has  made  many  warm  personal  friends. 
He  has  the  perfect  confidence  of  the  business  men 
of  the  city,  and  of  all  persons  with  wiiom  he  has 
been  brought  in  contact.  In  all  matters  of  public 
interest  he  has  always  been  ready  to  do  his  part. 


#^ 


|f=5jPHRAIM  HUSTED.  a  prominent  citizen  of 
|W]  Kossuth,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Cumberland 
I* — -^j  County,  N.  J.,  Feb.  19,   1812,  and  is  a  sou 


of  John  and  Nancy  (Corner)  Husted,  tlie  fatlier  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  mother  of  Ireland. 
The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  his 
fatlier's  farm,  but  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
started  out  for  himself,  and  began  working  as  a 
farm  hand.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  one  man  for 
three  j-ears,  during  which  time  he  did  not  lose  a 
single  day.  Later  he  went  to  Franklin  County, 
Ind.,  and  there  also  followed  farming  for  a  short 
time. 

In  1838  the  marriage  of  Ephraim  Husted  and 
Miss  Nancy  Welch,  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  celebrated, 
and  shortly  after  the  young  couple  removed  to 
Butler  County,  Ohio.  They  tiiere  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a  rented  farm,  but  after  resid- 
ing there  for  four  years  the}'  returned  to  Indiana, 
where  a  farm  was  purchased,  consisting  of  120  acres 
of  land.  For  nine  years  this  continued  to  be  their 
home,  but  at  the  end  of  tliat  time  the  land  was  sold, 
and  the  family  emigrated  to  Iowa  in  1854.  In 
Yellow  Spring  Township,  section  34,  a  farm  of  120 
acres  was  purchased,  upon  which  they  resided  until 
1861,  and  then  removed  to  the  village  of  Kossuth. 
After  making  that  their  home  for  one  year,  Mr. 
Husted  again  began  faiining,  purchasing  140  acres 
on  section  24  of  the  same  township,  and  there  con- 


tinued to  reside  until  1873,  when  once  more  the 
family  took  up  their  residence  in  Kossuth,  and  have 
made  this  their  home  continuously  since. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Husted: 
Lydia,  who  married  Richard  Wyckoff,  of  Adams 
County,  Iowa;  Rebecca  A.  became  the  wife  of 
Philip  Lee,  also  a  resident  of  that  county;  Nancy 
M.,  wife  of  Harvey  Elson,  a  farmer  of  Des  Moines 
County;  and  P'.llen,  wife  of  Hope  Eland,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Yellow  Spring  Township.  The 
other  members  of  the  family  died  in  childhood. 
On  the  4th  of  Februar}',  1873.  Mrs.  Husted,  who 
was  for  many  years  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  called  to  her  final 
rest,  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Husted  w.as  again 
married,  Mrs.  M.  E.  McCamly,  widow  of  Ambrose 
A.  McCamly,  becoming  his  wife.  She  is  a  native 
of  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  a  daughter  of  Jonas 
and  Catherine  Kocher,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  18G7. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Husted  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Metliodist  Episcop.il  Church,  and  for  a  long 
time  held  the  oflice  of  Trustee.  When  he  left  his 
father's  farm  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  for  himself 
he  was  in  debt,  but  his  unceasing  labor  and  energy 
have  overcome  all  difficulties,  and  he  has  gained  a 
comfortable  competency,  and  receives  the  universal 
respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
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HARLES  W.  HUKILL,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  33,  Huron  Township,  was  born  in 
Indiana  in  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  James  F. 
and  Rebecca  (Stewart)  Hukill,  the  father  a  native 
of  Delaware  and  the  mother  of  Maryland.  They 
were  pioneer  settlers  of  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  and 
there  our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  obtain- 
ing his  education  in  the  common  schools.  The 
family  were  residents  of  Riplej-  County  until  1842, 
when  they  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa, 
settling  upon  the  farm  in  Huron  Township  where 
Charles  W.  yet  resides.  There  the  father  purchased 
200  acres  of  land  on  section  33,  making  that  farm 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  .about  the 
year  1852,  the  mother  surviving  him  for  ten  years. 
They  were  both  consistent  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.    Hukill   was  a  Re- 
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publican  in  pulitics.  Tiiis  wortiiy  couple  reared  a 
family  of  eight  cliililren :  Indiana,  the  widow  of 
Albeit  Vannice,  is  now  residing  in  Nebraska;  our 
subject  is  second  in  order  of  birth ;  James  F. ; 
Sarah  Ann;  Edwin,  a  resident  of  Oregon;  Allen, 
whose  home  is  in  Washington  Territory;  Elizabeth 
became  the  wife  of  George  Latterman,  of  Illinois; 
and  Caroline. 

In  1852  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Leah  M.  Vannice,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Abram  Vannice.  They  are  the  jjarents  of 
six  children:  Elizabeth,  residing  with  her  parents; 
John,  a  farmer  of  Huron  Township;  William,  now 
residing  in  Colorado;  Lincoln,  at  home;  Lula.  wife 
of  Dr.  Parker,  of  Kossuth,  Iowa;  and  Rosa,  residing 
with  her  parents.  Mr.  Hukill  is  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  Upon 
coming  to  this  county  in  1842  he  was  poor  in  this 
world's  goods,  but  by  industry,  economy  and  good 
management,  he  has  gained  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. His  occupation  is  general  farming,  and 
he  is  the  owner  of  283  acres  of  fine  land.  In 
his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hukill  has  always 
been  a  Republican,  and  he  strongly  favors  the  en- 
forcement of  the  prohibitory  law.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  In  connection  with  the  many  good 
improvements  which  Mr.  Hukill  has  made,  we 
notice  particularly  his  fine  country  residence,  which 
•was  erected  at  a  cost  of  over  $2,000. 
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OHN  HIXSON,  a  retired  farmer  residing  in 
Mediapolis,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born 
April  13,  1807,  in  Loudoun  County,  Va., 
and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Catherine  (Ruse) 
Hixson,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  county,  the 
former  of  Welsh  descent,  and  the  latter  of  German 
ancestry.  The  father,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
a  verj'  conservative  man.  The  mother  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  1811  thej'  emi- 
grated from  Virginia  to  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
where  Mr.  Hixson  purchased  an  improved  farm  of 
162  acres,  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  22,  1835.     His   wife  survived  him 


many  years,  her  death  occurring  Feb.  14,  1885,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hixson  reared  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  all  of  whom  reached  maturity,  and  were 
with  their  father  at  his  death.  Three  are  residents 
of  Iowa,  viz. :  Our  subject;  Mrs.  Burnett,  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  and  David,  of  Louisa  County. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  faim,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  log  school-house  of  that  day, 
with  its  puncheon  floor,  its  slab  seats  and  huge  fire- 
place. At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  left  the 
parental  roof,  going  to  work  as  a  farm  hand  for 
$7  per  month.  Remaining  at  this  employment  but 
a  short  time,  he  engaged  with  a  drover  to  drive 
hogs  to  Baltimore  over  the  mountains.  Returning 
home,  he  next  was  employed  on  his  father's  farm, 
working  on  shares,  and  on  the  30th  of  July,  1829, 
wedded  Miss  Mary  M.  Burnett,  who  was  born  in 
Adams  County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Lewis 
Burnett,  a  native  of  Georgia.  The  following  year 
Mr.  Hixson  opened  a  distillery,  engaging  both  in 
the  manufacture  of  liquors  and  in  f.arming,  which  he 
continued  for  seven  years.  He  next  puichased  a 
wheatmill,  which,  in  connection  with  his  distillery, 
he  operated  for  five  years,  and  in  1843  came  to 
Des  i\Ioines  County,  Iowa,  settling  in  Franklin 
Township,  on  the  site  of  the  present  town  of  Sperry. 
After  remaining  on  a  rented  farm  for  a  year,  Mr. 
Hixson  took  up  his  residence  in  Lowell,  Henry 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  milling  for  eighteen 
months,  and  later  returned  to  this  countj',  renting 
land  until  1851,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  of  160 
acres  of  raw  land  on  section  10,  Franklin  Township, 
which  he  greatly  improved,  making  that  his  home 
until  his  removal  to  Mediapolis,  in  1883. 

Mr.  Hixson  has  been  twice  married.  By  his  first 
marriage  fourteen  children  were  born,  nine  of  whom 
grew  to  man  and  womanhood,  and  the  eight  named 
are  now  living,  viz:  Leroy  B.,  a  farmer  of  Mills 
County,  Iowa;  Lewis  E.,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
2d  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  now  resides  in  Washington 
Territory;  Noah  B.,  of  the  30th  Iowa  Infantry,  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Henry  County;  Daniel  W., 
a  member  of  the  State  Senate  of  Minnesota,  also 
served  in  the  30th  Iowa  Infantry;  Avery  W.,  a 
farmer  of  Minnesota;  Manford  M.,  a  physician  at 
Dupout,  Ohio;  George  W.,  whose  home  is  in  Dan- 
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ville.  tliis  county,  and  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Daniel  Loper, 
of  Jones  County,  Iowa.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren, wiio  was  a  mem  her  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
died  May  28,  1881,  and  Mr.  Hixson  was  .again 
married,  Sept.  7,  1882,  to  Mrs.  Dorcas  Arm  field, 
widow  of  Jaraes  Arm  field,  and  daughter  of  Daniel 
Loper,  an  early  settler  of  Des  Moines  County. 

Religiously,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  his  wife  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church;  politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  having 
voted  with  the  Whigs  before  the  organization  of 
that  party.  Mr.  Hixson  has  made  his  wa}'  through 
life  unaided;  he  is  a  friend  to  all  educational  and 
other  public  enterprises,  and  stands  high  in  the 
community. 


'\f}  ACOB  KLINE,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
siding on  section  15,  Franklin  Township, 
Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomer3'  County,  Pa.,  in  August,  180G,  and  is 
a  son  of  Frederick  and  Susan  (Huffman)  Kline, 
the  father  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  and  the 
mother  of  Montgomery  County,  Pa.  To  them 
were  born  eight  children:  Mary  wedded  Michael 
Prener,  and  both  are  now  deceased,  having  left  a 
family  of  five  children;  Catherine  became  the  wife 
of  John  Spira,  reared  a  family'  of  nine  children,  and 
both  are  now  deceased ;  Henrj'  died  at  the  .age  of 
fifty  ;  John  departed  this  life  in  Lehigh  County,  Pa. ; 
Susan  married  John  Belles,  and  four  children  were 
born  to  this  couple,  who  are  now  deceased;  Hettie 
w:is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hull,  and  both  have  been 
called  to  their  final  home;  Samuel,  who  was  one 
of  its  well-to-do  farmers,  died  in  Des  Moines 
County  at  the  age  of  fiftj'-six;  Jacob,  our  subject, 
was  the  youngest  and  is  the  only  one  of  the  family 
now  living.  He  went  with  his  parents  to  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  where  they  both  died  about  the  j'ear 
1 843.  Mr.  Kline's  occupation  was  that  of  a  shoe- 
maker, but  owning  a  farm,  he  divided  his  atten- 
tion between  the  two  vocations.  Religiously,  he 
was  a  Presbyterian,  and  his  wife  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Jacob  Kline  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools,  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  in  1845  emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County, 


Iowa,  entering  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  and  pur- 
chasing 160  acres  of  prairie  land,  upon  which  he 
j-et  resides.  Mr.  Kline  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Behee,  who  was  born  in  Newport  Town- 
ship, Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  15,  1816,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Houpt)  Behee, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
passed  their  lives  in  Luzerne  Countj%  in  that  State, 
Ten  children  were  born  of  their  union,  eight  of 
whom  grew  to  man  and  womanhood,  and  the  fol- 
lowing are  yet  living:  Adam,  residing  in  Luzerne 
County;  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Timothy 
Ide,  of  Kentucky;  Ellen,  wife  of  James  Butler,  re- 
sides in  Ironton,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Kline. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob 
Kline:  Charles  B.,  residing  in  Dodgeville;  Susan, 
wife  of  James  Whitaker,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where; Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Deets,  a  farmer 
of  Yellow  Spring  Township;  Joseph,  a  farmer  in 
Kansas,  residing  near  Walton;  Theodore  is  also 
engaged  in  farming  near  Walton ;  the  next  child 
died  in  infancy ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Bridges, 
a  resident  of  Monona  County,  Iowa;  John,  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Lyon,  Mo.;  and  Ella  liL  is 
the  wife  of  William  Mercer,  of  Burlington.  In  the 
early  days  of  his  residence  in  Des  Moines  County 
Mr.  Kline  was  obliged  to  live  in  the  true  pioneer 
style,  living  in  a  covered  wagon  until  a  small  log 
cabin  could  be  erected.  That  has  long  since  given 
way  to  a  more  comfortable  home,  and  in  1870  a 
handsome  two-story  frame  building  was  erected, 
where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kline  are  now  passing  the  even- 
ing of  their  lives.  The  lady  has  been  a  life-long 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  while  Mr.  Kline 
belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Throughout 
his  life  he  h.as  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  one  of  the  representative  and  respected 
pioneers  and  citizens  of  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa. 


^i^. 


^^EORGE  FRAZER,  a  practicing  attorney  at 
III  (=-,  Burlington,  Iowa,  since  1849,  and  a  promi- 
^^ii  nent  member  of  the  Des  Moines  County 
bar,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  April  1,  1821, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Betsy  (Dennan) 
Frazer.     His  father  was  also  a  native  of  New  York 


-^j^h^ 


; 


-•► 


i  ^     G40 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


Citj%  of  Scottisli  iineestiy.  his  forefathers  being 
among  the  early  Scotch  emigrants  who  settled  in 
what  is  known  as  Scotch  Plains.  N.  J.  His  mother's 
family  was  originally  from  the  same  region,  and  her 
father  w.as  a  Major  in  the  war  for  independence. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  public 
schools  until  about  fourteen  years  of  age.  In  1843 
he  removed  to  Danville,  Ky..  where  be  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  there  pursuing  the 
practice  of  his  profession  until  1849,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  Iowa,  locating  at  Burlington,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  Mr.  Frazer  has  held  various 
public  offices,  having  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
United  States  Court  Commissioner,  and  collector 
of  custom  duties  of  this  port.  He  was  Surveyor  of 
Customs  for  eight  years.  He  has  been  editoriall}' 
connected  with  the  Burlington  Press  for  many 
years,  and  among  other  papers  with  which  he  has 
been  associated  was  the  Haickei/e  Telegraph.  In 
early  life  Mr,  Frazer  was  a  Whig  but  at  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Eepublican  party  became  one  of  its 
most  earnest  supporters. 

November  1  2.  1848,  at  Danville,  Ky.,  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Frazer  and  Miss  Nancy  Parke  Martin 
was  celebrated.  Mrs.  Frazer  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Col.  Edward  Martin, 
also  of  that  State.  Six  children  were  born  of  their 
nnion.  of  whom  only  two  are  now  living — Fannie 
and  Florence.  Laura.  Augustine  and  George  died 
in  childhood,  and  Edward  Martin  died  when  be- 
tween fifteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Fra- 
zer died  Feb.  9,  1882,  at  Burlington,  Iowa. 


\ 


11/  ON.  DAVID  RORER.  Prominent  among 
ll  the  pioneers  of  Burlington  was  the  late 
Judge  Rorer.  David  Rorer  was  a  native  of 
(^5)  Pittsylvania  County,  Va.,  where  he  was 
born  May  1  2,  1 806,  and  was  a  son  of  Abram  and 
Nancy  (Cook)  Rorer.  His  father,  Abram,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  of  German  or  Swiss  ancestr3\  and 
his  mother  was  a  member  of  an  old  Virginia  family, 
who  traced  its  ancestry  back  to  England.  Abram 
Rorer  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  the  early 
years  of  our  subject  were  spent  on  his  f.ather's  farm, 
and  his  primary  education  was  received  at  the  coun- 


..] 


try  schools  of  that  neighborhood.  Early  in  life  he 
decided  to  ])re|)are  himself  for  the  legal  profession, 
and  when  about  seventeen  years  of  age  he  went  to 
Franklin  County,  Va.,  and  thci-e  studied  law  with 
a  Mr.  Claiborne,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  that  county, 
living  with  the  family  and  teaching  school  .at  the 
s.ame  time  he  was  pursuing  his  law  course.  He  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  spring  of  1826,  before 
he  was  quite  of  age.  At  this  early  time  the  coun- 
try was  new  and  there  were  no  railro.ads,  the  princi- 
pal means  of  traveling  being  on  horseback,  and  in 
this  way  3'oung  David  Rorer  started  West  in  the 
spring  of  1826,  to  see  the  country-  and  select  some 
suitable  place  in  which  to  commence  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession.  He  located  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  and  there  succeeded  in  establishing  a  profita- 
ble practice,  and  there  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
future  successful  and  useful  career.  He  remained 
there  until  183.5.  when  he  sold  out  and  decided  to 
remove  to  the  North  and  locate  at  Burlington,  which 
was  then  but  a  small  hamlet  known  as  Flint  Hills. 
He  spent  the  following  winter  at  St.  Louis,  waiting 
for  a  passage  up  the  river.  On  the  9th  of  March, 
1836,  he  left  that  city  on  the  steamboat  "Olive 
Branch,"  commanded  by  Capt.  Strother.  The  river 
wa^  full  of  floating  ice,  which  made  navigation  al- 
most impossible,  but  after  a  long  and  tedious  jour- 
ney of  nineteen  daj-s'  duration,  he  landed  at 
Burlington.  Immediately  after  his  arrival  he  was 
admitted  to  the  practice  of  law  in  the  Territory. 

At  this  early  period  wh.at  is  now  Iowa  was  then 
a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  afterward  Wis- 
consin, and  then  Iowa.  Intending  to  make  this  his 
future  home,  his  first  business  was  to  cast  about 
him  and  find  a  house  in  which  to  live.  He  bought 
a  log  cabin  and  some  lota  below  the  cit^',  where  he 
resided  for  a  short  time.  In  tlie  summer  of  that 
year  (1836)  he  built  the  brick  house  which  for- 
merly stood  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Columbia 
streets,  which  w.as  the  first  brick  building  erected 
in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  the  first  brick  was  laid  in 
place  by  Mr.  Rorer  himself.  He  resided  there  one 
year,  and  then  removed  to  another  brick  house  he 
had  just  completed  on  Main  street,  .adjoining  the 
building  now  occupied  by  George  Kriechbaum,  as  a 
stove  and  tin  shop.  In  1841  he  builttheold  home- 
stead on  the  corner  of  North  Fourth  and  Washing- 
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ton  streets,  ami  moved  into  it  in  1842,  where  he 
resided  for  forty-two  years,  his  home  there  being 
the  center  of  an  ever  ready  hospitality. 

The  meeting  called  to  incorporate  the  town  of 
Burlington  in  183G,  was  held  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Rorer,  and  he  wrote  the  articles  of  incorporation, 
and  was  elected  t>ne  of  the  first  Trustees  of  the  tovvn. 
He  also  wrote  the  first  ordinances,  assisted  in  lay- 
ing out  the  streets,  nameil  nianj'  of  them,  and  in 
v.'irious  ways  aided  in  the  organization  and  devel- 
opment of  the  place.  His  al)ilit3'  as  a  lawyer  soon 
liecame  known  and  acknowledged,  and  he  faith- 
fully continued  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
which  to  him  was  an  absorbing  passion.  He  was 
an  indiistiious,  hard-working  man,  whose  higiiest 
ambition  was  to  make  himself  ihoronghly  master  of 
his  profession,  and  he  justly  took  rank  among  the 
most  eminent  jurists  of  his  time,  and  for  many  years 
enjo3'ed  a  large  an<l  lucrative  law  practice.  As  a 
railro.ad  lawyer  he  was  prominent,  and  was  one  of 
the  earl3-  founders  of  the  Burlington  ct  Missouri 
River  Road,  in  Iowa,  having  drawn  its  charter  and 
given  it  its  name.  He  remained  the  attorney,  and 
afterward  counselor  of  that  road,  and  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  and  (Juincy  Railroad,  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  a  period  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
As  a  counselor  he  was  cautious  and  conscientious, 
and  seldom  gave  an  opinion  on  an  important  point 
of  law  that  was  not  sustained  by  the  highest  courts 
in  the  land.  As  an  advocate  and  orator  he  was 
distinguished,  being  a  sound  and  logical  reasouer, 
an  easy,  fluent  and  forcible  speaker,  at  times  indulg- 
ing in  tiie  most  withering  sarcasm,  sparkling  wit 
and  tender  ])athos,  as  the  occasion  required.  He 
was  essentially  a  self-made  man,  who,  b^'  incessant 
study  from  in's  youth  u|>,  had  become  a  thorough 
scholar  and  enjo^'ed  a  National  reputation  as  an 
author,  having  written  and  published  three  most 
valuable  law  l)Ooks,  "Rorer  on  Judicial  .Sales,'' 
'•Rorer  on  Inter-State  Law"  and  '-Rorer  on  Rail- 
roads," the  last  an  important  work  in  two  volumes. 
He  also  wrote  and  left  in  manuscript  a  number  of 
interesting  and  valuable  historical  sketches  of  tlie 
early  Northwest,  for  which  he  diligently  searched 
the  earliest  records.  All  his  time  not  occupied  by 
his  professional  duties  was  spent  in  literary  pursuits 
and  historical  research,  both  of  which  he  was  very 


fond  of,  and  in  his  library  may  be  found  the  writings 
of  many  of  the  ablest  authors  of  the  past  and  pres- 
ent. He  was  an  ardent  lover  of  nature,  and  was  never 
more  happy  than  when  contemplating  her  beauties 
and  grandeur.  He  possessed  the  genius  of  poetrj- 
in  a  marked  degree,  and  left  among  his  unpulilished 
writings  many  beautiful  original  poems. 

Though  never  an  aspirant  for  political  honors,  he 
took  a  Iivel3'  interest  in  the  public  questions  of  the 
da3-,  and  was  ever  ready  to  aid  and  encourage  an3' 
public  enterprise  having  for  its  object  the  common 
good  of  the  communit3'.  An  interesting  item  that 
deserves  to  be  mentioned  here,  and  which  illustrates 
the  interest  he  felt  in  his  adopted  State,  is  the  fact 
that  to  him  belongs  the  credit  of  having  first  given 
to  the  residents  of  Iowa  the  name  '•Hawke3'es." 
We  learn  from  an  article  published  in  the  Burling- 
ton Uaivk-Eye  in  November,  1 878,  that  the  first  men- 
tion of  the  name  v\\as  in  the  Ft.  Madison  Patriot^ 
in  1838,  a  paper  published  b3'  James  G.  Edwards, 
the  founder  of  the  Hawk-Eye.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Judge  Rorer,  Mr.  Edwards  prop(jsed  in  his  paper 
that  the  people  of  Iowa  adopt  the  name  of  "Hawk- 
e3'e."  This  was  done  to  prevent  citizens  of  other 
States  giving  the  people  of  Iowa  some  more  oppro- 
brious title.  The  name  was  not  adopted  at  this 
time,  however,  but  early  in  1839,  after  Mr.  Edwards 
had  moved  his  paper  to  Burlington,  the  question 
was  again  discussed,  and  it  was  decided  to  write  a 
series  of  letters  to  the  papers  then  published  in 
Iowa,  in  which  the  people  of  Iowa  were  to  be  called 
'•Hawkeyes."  Judge  Rorer,  James  G.  Edwards  and 
H.  W.  Starr  were  the  principal  parties  to  the  tran- 
saction, and  it  was  voted  that  Judge  Rorer  should 
write  the  letters.  These  letters  were  so  written  by 
him,  and  bore  the  signature  of  "A  Wolverine  among 
the  Hawkeyes,"  and  frequentlj'  referred  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Iowa  as  '-Hawkeyes."  The  first  letter  ap- 
peared in  the  Dubuque  Visitor,  and  others  in  several 
papers  then  published  in  the  Territory.  As  they 
contained  many  criticisms  of  prominent  and  public 
men  of  the  Territor\',  the3'  created  much  interest, 
and  the  name  --Hawkeye"  was  ever  after  adopted 
to  designate  the  people  of  Iowa.  In  a  short  time 
after  this  Mr.  Edwards  changed  the  name  of  his 
paper  to  the  Hank-Eye,  in  honor  of  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Iowa. 
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Though  Judge  Rorer  was  born  in  a  slave  State 
and  brouglit  up  to  own  slaves,  his  feelings  revolted 
at  the  injustice  of  slaver^',  and  foreseeing  in  1835 
the  trouble  that  must  inevitably  come  to  the  Union, 
he  on  that  account  removed  to  the  North.  When 
the  Civil  War  broke  out,  as  he  had  foreseen  twenty- 
six  j-ears  before  that  it  would,  he  espoused  the 
Union  cause,  and  although  advanced  in  years  he 
bent  everj-  power  to  aid  the  success  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  no  heart  in  the  great  Nation  beat  more 
lo3'ally  than  did  his.  Early  in  the  war  he  boldly 
advocated  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  as  the 
heroic  reraed}'  for  the  Nation's  relief,  and  with  all 
the  firmness  of  his  decided  character.  Southerner  as 
he  was,  knew  no  middle  ground  between  loyalty  and 
dislo_yalt3'.  He  was  bold  and  fearless  in  his  advocacy 
of  liberty  and  justice  for  all  and  oppression  for 
none. 

Previous  to  the  war  he  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, but  at  that  time  he  became  a  Republican,  and 
was  ever  after  a  warm  supporter  of  that  party's 
principles.  In  religion  he  was  an  Episcopalian. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Historical  Society. 
which  was  organized  in  Burlington  in  1873,  and 
was  a  life  member  of  the  Historical  Societies  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Wisconsin,  also  an  active  and  hon- 
ored member  of  the  Old  Settlers'  Society.  He  was 
very  fond  of  his  home  and  family  ties,  and  al- 
ways left  them  with  reluctance  and  hastened  to 
return  to  them  as  soon  as  compatible  with  his  busi- 
ness engagements.  In  his  domestic  relations  he 
was  exceedingly  happj'. 

In  1827.  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  he  married  Mrs. 
Martin,  nee  Miss  Daniel,  a  native  of  Georgia.  By 
this  marriage  they  had  four  children  born  unto 
them,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz :  Daniel,  a 
lawyer  residing  at  AVorthington,  Minn.;  Martha, 
now  Mrs.  William  Garrett,  of  Burlington;  Clai- 
borne, who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Rivas,  in 
Nicaragua,  whither  he  went  with  the  Walker  ex- 
pedition, and  Frances,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  D.  J. 
Crocker,  a  lawyer  of  Chicago,  and  resides  at  Hins- 
dale, 111.  Mrs.  Rorer  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in 
January,  1838.  On  the  21st  of  March.  1839,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Delia  M.  Viele,  of 
Scott  County,  Iowa,  who  still  survives,  and  is  a 
native  of  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y.,a  daugh- 


ter  of  Abram  ami  Hannah  (Dougl.as)  Viele.  the  for- 
mer being  of  French  ancestry  and  the  latter  of 
Scotch  origin.  Three  daughters  have  graced  this 
last  union:  Virginia  D.,  Delia  M.,  and  Mary  L., 
now  Mrs.  John  T.  Remey,  of  Burlington. 

The  death  of  Judge  Rorer  occurred  on  the  7th  of 
July,  1884,  after  a  few  hours'  illness.  By  virtue 
of  a  stiong  constitution  and  temperate  habits,  he 
exceeded  by  several  years  man's  allotted  "three- 
score years  and  ten,"  and  died  vvith  the  honors  of 
ripe  age,  without  ever  feeling  its  infirmities,  more 
ripe  than  dead.  His  pure  and  lofty  life  was  re- 
warded by  his  sudden  and  painless  death  at  the 
old  homestead,  where  he  had  lived  only  eight 3'ears 
less  than  half  a  centur}';  his  beautiful  life  rounded 
to  its  close  while  everj'  faculty  of  his  powerful  mind 
was  perfect,  and  every  sense  of  happiness  supreme. 

We  have  thus  briefly  sketched  the  history  of  one 
of  Burlington's  most  worthy  pioneers,  who  are  fast 
passing  from  among  us,  and  we  cheerfuU}'  commend 
it  to  the  rising  generation  as  a  life  worthy  of  emu- 
lation. In  .addition  we  give  in  this  connection  an 
excellent  portrait  of  the  honored  Judge. 


HI  LIP  HOERR,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was 
born  Jan.  25,  1827,  in  Germany,  where 
he  attended  school  until  fourteen  j'ears  of 
age,  and  then  learned  the  baker's  trade, 
which  he  has  followed  all  his  life.  He  was  employed 
in  large  cities  in  his  native  land  until  1846,  when  he 
came  to  America,  landing  at  New  Orleans,  and  going 
directly'  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  For  more  than  seven  years 
Mr.  Hoerr  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  latter  city,  and 
then  for  a  year  and  a  half  was  engaged  in  the  same 
business  for  himself.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  in  company  with  his  wife,  he  crossed  the 
plains  to  California,  locating  at  Placerville,  for- 
merly Hangtowu,  where  he  worked  for  a  short  time 
in  the  mines,  and  then  opened  a  Ixakery  in  El  Dorado 
County-,  near  Coloma,  in  which,  after  the  first  year, 
he  was  very  successful.  Remaining  in  California 
until  1857,  Mr.  Hoerr  then  returned  to  Burlington 
by  way  of  Panama,  his  faithful  wife  accompanying 
him  through  all  his  trials  and  undertakings  in  those 
early  d.ays  on  the  Pacific  Coast.     After  his   arrival 
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ill  tliis  city  lie  opened  a  baltery  on  Wasliinftton 
street,  which  lie  continued  until  18G6,  at  which  time 
he  sold  out,  and  crossed  the  ocean  to  visit  the  scenes 
of  his  boyhood.  Upon  his  return  the  sanoe  year, 
Mr.  Hoerr  entered  into  partnership  in  the  grocery 
business  with  .John  Blaul,  but  after  two  years  the 
firm  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Hoerr  then  embarking  in  the 
manufacture  of  crackers,  in  which  he  did  a  success- 
fulbusiness  until  1884.  when  he  sold  out  to  John  J. 
.Smither,  since  which  time  he  has  retired  from  active 
business,  although  he  is  interested  in  the  Burlington 
iSaddleiy  Company  as  a  stockholder.  In  1884  he 
again  made  a  trip  to  Germany,  remaining  in  that 
country  for  seven  months. 

On  the  22d  of  Ajiril,  1852,  Mr.  H.  wedded  Miss 
Rosina  fSeppech,  a  daughter  of  Adam  Seppech,  and 
by  this  marriage  there  have  been  born  to  them  two 
children,  Carrie  and  Oscar,  the  latter  a  member  of 
the  Burlington  Saddlery  Company. 


^  *,ILLIAM  H.  MAURO.  Sr.,  a  highly  respected 
\r\j//  pioneer  merchant  of  Burlington,  of  1839, 
W^  "'as  born  in  Washington,  D.  C,  Aug. 
29,  180fi,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  (Ott) 
Mauro.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Stuttgart,  Wur- 
temlierg,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
his  youth.  His  mother  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
of  German  parentage. 

Our  subject  was  brought  up  to  mercantile  pur- 
suits, and  having  attained  his  majority,  engaged 
in  that  line  of  business.  He  came  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  in  October,  1839,  and  opened  a  general  store 
at  this  place,  which  he  carried  on  successfully,  in- 
creasing his  business  as  the  country  and  town  grew 
in  population.  He  continued  in  active  business  till 
1865,  since  which   time  he  has  lived  a  retired  life. 

Mr.  Mauro  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  Wash- 
ing, D.  C,  in  1832,  to  Miss  Eliza  Wharton,  by  whom 
he  had  one  child,  a  daughter  named  Mary,  now  the 
wife  of  Mark  S.  Foote,  of  Burlington.  His  present 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  June  21,  1841,  was 
Miss  Elizabeth  Sappington,  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Wells)  Sappington.  Mrs.  Mauro  was  born 
in  St.  Louis  County,  Mo.,  where  her  people  were 
'  '    among  the  early  pioneers.     Mr.   and   Mrs.   Mauro 
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had  a  family  of  six  children,  two  daughters  and 
four  sons:  Thomas  C,  the  eldest,  married  Miss 
Fannie  .Starr,  daughter  of  W.  H.  Starr,  Esq..  and  re- 
sides in  Ottumwa.  Iowa,  where  he  is  connected  with 
the  White  Breast  Coal  Company ;  John  P.  married 
Miss  Julia  Baker,  novv  deceased,  and  is  a  farmer  of  St. 
Louis  County,  Mo.;  Eliza  W.  resides  with  her 
parents;  William  H.,  Jr.,  is  the  senior  partner  of 
Mauro  &  Wilson,  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in 
books,  stationery,  wall-paper,  etc.,  of  Burlington, 
Iowa;  Charles  G.  is  book-keeper  in  the  Iowa  State 
Savings  Bank,  of  Burlington;  Sarah  E.,  the  young- 
est member  of  the  famil}',  resides  with  her  parents. 
In  earl^'  life  Mr.  Mauro  was  an  enthusiastic  Whig 
in  his  political  views,  later  he  became  a  Republican, 
and  still  votes  with  that  party.  He  united  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  early  life,  and  his  wife  and 
children  are  members  of  tlie  same  society.  Mr. 
Mauro  is  now  in  his  eighty-second  year,  but  hale 
and  hearty,  and  in  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties. 
He  lives  in  quiet  retirement  at  his  pleasant  resi- 
dence, No.  702  Columbia  street,  surrounded  bj'  his 
family,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  kindly  regard 
and  high  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. He  is  the  oldest  Odd  Fellow  in  the 
State  of  Iowa. 


#"# 
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ARRY  JOHNSON,  of  Burlington,  is  pro- 
prietor of  the  well-known  job  printing  house 
at  No.  115  Jefferson  street,  where  he  does  a 
general  job  and  book  printing  business,  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  catalogue  work.  He  h.as  several 
steam-power  presses  and  an  office  well  equipped  for 
all  work  in  his  line. 

This  business  was  established  by  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  in  1881,  since  which  time  he  has  pub- 
lished the  Burlington  Star,  a  weekly  society  paper, 
which  he  conducted  during  1884-85.  He  also  es- 
tablished the  Morning  Herald,  a  dail}'  paper,  which 
he  published  but  a  short  time,  and  then  sold  out. 
He  now  devotes  his  attention  strictly'  to  job  and 
book  work,  gives  employment  to  from  fourteen  to 
eighteen  hands,  and  is  doing  a  safe  and  prosperous 
business. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  April 
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21,  1863,  and  is  the  son  of  G.  H.  and  Carrie  (Fran- 
ken)  Johnson,  who  are  still  residents  of  this  cit^'. 
His  father  was  born  in  New  York  City,  and  was  of 
Swedish  parentage.  His  mother  was  born  in  Sweden, 
and  emigrated  to  America  in  childhood.  Harry  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city. 
In  1881,  when  but  nineteen  years  old,  lie  started  a 
small  job  office,  employing  a  good  practical  printer 
as  foreman.  He  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  his 
own  office.  When  twenty-one  years  old,  Oct.  1, 
1883,  he  was  appointed  Observer  of  the  United 
States  Signal  Corps,  stationed  at  Burlington,  which 
position  he  held  four  j'ears  and  until  the  station 
was  discontinued. 

At  the  same  time  young  Johnson  was  conduct- 
ing his  printing-office,  and  publishing  newspapers. 
When  starting  in  business  he  was  uniformly  spoken 
of  as  "the  boy  printer."  He  began  without  capital 
or  assistance  of  any  kind,  relying  on  his  own  energy 
and  ability  to  carry  him  through.  That  he  has  suc- 
ceeded so  well  is  due  to  his  perseverance  and  in- 
dustry, as  well  as  to  his  other  natural  capacities. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum. 


HOMAS  G.  CATLETi,  an  .attorney-at-law 
and  a  real-estate  and  insurance  agent,  at  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  was  born  in  Bloomington, 
McLean  Co.,  111.,  March  5,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  O.  and  Elizabeth  (Whitelock)  Catlett,  the 
former  a  native  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  born  in 
1828,  and  the  latter  of  Kentucky,  born  in  1830. 
When  3'oung  people  they  both  went  to  Blooming- 
ton.  111.,  where  thej-  were  married  Jan.  16,  1849. 
William  Catlett  was  a  carpenter  and  was  engaged 
at  his  trade  until  1  862,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  94tb 
Illinois  Infantry.  Soon  after  entering  the  service 
he  was  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  from 
thence  to  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  while  on  the  way  con- 
tracted rheumatism,  which  unfitted  him  for  general 
service.  On  the  12th  of  May,  1864.  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  being  stationed  at 
Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  where  he  did  guard  duty- 
He  was  detailed  as  one  of  the  guanls  over  Lincoln's 
body  from  Chicago  to  Springfield,  where  he  was 


mustered  out  July  7,  1865.  He  died  in  1886,  from 
the  effects  of  arm}'  life.  During  his  early  years  he 
was  an  Abolitionist, and  afterward  was  a  supporter 
of  the  Rei)ublican  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Catlett 
were  the  parents  of  two  children :  Thomas  G.,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  and  Eva  E.,  wife  of  John  B. 
Wright,  of  Winnebago  County,  Minn.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Catlett  was  again  mar- 
ried. Miss  Alice  C.  Mahan  becoming  his  wife.  They 
had  four  children:  Eilward  W.,of  Burlington;  Eva 
Viola,  wife  of  W.  V.  Beaver,  of  Red  Cloud,  Neb. ; 
Horace  S.,  of  Burlington,  and  Mary  E.,  deceased. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  deserves  much  credit 
for  his  success  in  life.  Starting  out  a  poor  boy  and 
receiving  but  a  limited  education,  he  has  made  for 
himself  a  position  of  which  he  can  well  be  proud. 
In  December,  1873,  he  came  to  Burlington  with  the 
intention  of  attending  the  business  college,  but  the 
following  spring  went  to  Nebraska.  The  grasshop- 
pers destroying  the  crops  th.at  year,  he  concluded 
it  was  better  to  return,  and  in  the  fall  of  1874  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  Burlington  Business 
College,  remaining  one  year.  He  then  entered  the 
otflce  of  Stutsman  &  Trulock,  commenced  the  stud\' 
of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1876. 
He  has  held  various  offices  of  trust  in  Burlington; 
in  1877  was  elected  Township  Clerk,  has  served  as 
City  Clerk,  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  to 
fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  H.  O. 
Browning,  was  elected  to  that  office  in  1878  and  re- 
elected in  1880,  but  resigned  in  January,  1881.  He 
was  engaged  by  a  publishing  house  for  two  years  as 
collector,  traveling  over  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ala- 
bama, Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Minnesota  and  Dakota. 
Mr.  Catlett  is  a  member  of  McLean  Lodge  No.  206, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  also  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of 
Burlington,  having  filled  the  Master's  chair  and  rep- 
resenting the  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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^^EORGE  WHIPPLE,  one  of  the  oldest  hard- 
[II  (=>  ware  merchants  of  Burlington,  and  a  promi- 
^^iiJI  nent  member  of  the  Indepencient  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Dec. 
28,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  D.  and  Elizabeth 
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(Conklin)  Whipple,  the  former  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, born  at  Worcester,  in  1  787.  The  family 
was  of  English  origin,  and  was  founded  in  America 
in  Colonial  daj's.  William  W^hipple,  an  illiistrions 
ancestor  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
tiie  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Samuel  D.  Whipple  moved  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
in  1812,  and  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  being  a 
natural  mechanic,  and  also  an  expert  machinist. 
George  inherited  his  father's  genius  for  mechanism, 
and  having  access  to  his  tools,  developed  his  taste 
for  making  and  operating  machinery.  When  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  began  serving  his  time  as  a 
steamboat  engineer,  subsequently  following  that 
occupation  for  eighteen  years,  and  began  running 
on  the  Ohio  River,  later  being  employed  on  the 
Mississippi.  His  work  was  mostly  as  steamboat 
engineer  on  a  first-class  packet  line  between  Vicks- 
burg  and  New  Orleans. 

Coming  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1853,  Mr.  Whip- 
ple engaged  in  the  hardware  liusiness  with  a  Mr. 
Ross,  under  the  firm  name  of  Ross  &  Whipple,  and 
built  up  a  good  trade,  but  a  destructive  fire  caused 
him  to  lose  all  he  had,  Feb.  1,  1860.  He  then 
accepted  a  position  as  steamboat  engineer  with  his 
old  emploj'ers.  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
war  had  charge  of  a  steamboat  on  the  Red  River. 
In  1861  he  was  offered  a  commission  113*  the  Govern- 
ment to  serve  as  engineer  of  the  revenue  cutter 
'•Mi(4iigan,"  which  he  declined,  and  in  1862  he 
was  commissioned  by  Secretary  Wells,  of  the  Navy, 
and  ordered  to  report  at  New  Albany,  to  superin- 
tend the  putting  in  of  the  machinery  of  the  United 
States  gunboat  "  Tuscumbia,"  the  largest  in  the 
service,  and  after  his  task  was  performed  and  the 
vessel  was  accepted,  Mr.  Whipple  was  detached  to 
superintend  a  similar  piece  of  vvork  for  a  large  gun- 
boat at  St.  Louis,  which  he  did  successfully.  In 
fact,  the  perfect  manner  in  which  the  duty  was  per- 
formed in  the  case  of  the  '"Tuscumbia,"  led  to  his 
being  sent  to  St.  Louis,  in  violation  of  an  under- 
standing which  he  had  with  the  oflicer  in  charge, 
that  he  should  run  the  engines  of  the  "Tuscumbia" 
when  in  service.  Feeling  that  he  h.ad  not  been 
fairly  treated  in  the  matter,  Mr.  Whipple  resigned, 
returning  to  Burlington  in  1863.  and  at  once 
resuming  business  in  companj'  with  Robert  Allen, 


who  had  formerly  been  his  clerk,  the  firm  being 
Allen  &  Whipple,  dealers  in  shelf  hardware.  He 
subsequently  returned  to  his  first  love,  the  steam- 
boat, at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  former  em- 
ployers, leaving  tlie  hardware  business  to  the  care 
of  his  partner,  but  in  1866  he  quit  the  river  for 
good.  Continuing  his  connection  with  Mr.  Allen 
until  1879,  he  has  since  conducted  the  business 
alone,  having  a  well-stocked  store  at  No.  319  Jeffer- 
son street,  and  is  assisted  in  the  business  by  his  son 
Walter. 

On  the  4th  of  August,  1856,  Mr.  AVhipple  was 
married,  at  Cincinnati,  to  Miss  Belle  Drew,  daugh- 
ter of  David  Drew,  of  that  cit\'.  Mrs.  Whipple  is 
a  native  of  Covington,  Ky..  and  became  the  mother 
of  six  chililren,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living, 
a  son  and  a  daughter:  AValter  wedded  Miss  Marj' 
Hare,  and  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business;  the 
daughter,  Anna  M.,  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Orlando 
Powers,  of  Salt  Lake  Cit}-,  a  late  Associate  Justice 
of  Utah. 

Mr.  Whipple  is  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  P.,  and  is  the  present  Representative  to  the 
Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States.  He 
was  initiated  into  the  order  July  4,  1849,  as  a 
member  of  Vesper  Lodge  No.  131,  at  Neville, 
Ohio.  An  active  working  member,  he  has  filled 
every  official  position,  from  the  lowest  in  the  sub- 
ordinate to  the  highest  in  the  Encampment  and 
Grand  Lodge.  Having  a  retentive  memory  and  a 
natural  love  for  the  work,  Mr.  Whipple  has  made  a 
most  efficient  officer  wherever  he  has  served,  and  it 
would  be  difficidt  to  find  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  a  brother  more  pro- 
ficient in  the  unwritten  work  of  the  order,  or  more 
expert  in  conducting  its  routine  work.  He  served 
as  Grand  Master  of  the  order  in  Iowa  from  Octo- 
ber, 1881,  to  October,  1882,  was  chosen  Grand 
Patriarch  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  is  now 
serving  his  third  term  as  Grand  Representative  to 
the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Whip|jlc  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  Flint  Hills 
Lodge  No.  39,  of  Burlington,  and  has  filled  all  the 
prominent  offices  in  the  subordinate,  and  has  served 
as  Representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge;  he  has 
been  aTrustee  of  Flint  Hills  Lodge  since  its  organi- 
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zation.  He  is  also  a  Trustee  of  Wasliington  Lodge 
No.  1,1.  O.  0.  F.,  and  one  of  its  best  woiking 
members. 

Mr.  Whipple  has  now  been  a  resident  of  IJuiling- 
ton  for  thirty-five  years,  where,  by  an  upright, 
honorable  course  in  all  relations  of  life,  he  has  won 
a  good  name  and  made  many  warm  friends.  Genial, 
benevolent  and  warm-hearted,  he  naturally  devel- 
oped a  warm  interest  in  societies  based  on  fraternit3' 
and  brotherly  love,  and  by  the  prominence  he  has 
attained  in  that  direction  has  extended  his  acquaint- 
ance and  fraternal  relations  throughout  the  State 
and  Nation.  In  polities,  Mr.  Whipple  is  a  Demo- 
crat, but  offices  never  had  any  ciiarm  for  him, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  term  as  Alderman, 
he  has  never  been  burdened  with  public  cares. 


lEY.  DAVID  McDILL,  D.  D.,  deceased,  was 
born  in  South  Carolina,  Dec.  27,  1790.  His 
parents  were  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians.  His 
) father's  name  was  David  McDill,  and  his 
motlier's  name  was  Isabella  McQuiston.  At  that 
period  Scoich-Irisli  Presbyterians  constituted  the 
principal  portion  of  the  population  of  tiie  north- 
ern part  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  McDills 
resided,  and  had  man}'  churches,  schools  and  acad- 
emies. Although  reared  to  labor  on  a  farm,  young 
David  evidently  had  a  love  for  books  and  a  thirst 
for  knowledge,  and  made  good  improvement  of  the 
opportunities  for  mental  culture.  At  that  time 
there  were  but  few  slaves  in  that  part  of  South 
Caroliila,  consequently  for  the  white  man  to  labor 
was  not  thought  so  degrading  as  it  afterward  came 
to  be  considered  in  that  region.  Tiie  invention  of 
the  cotton-gin  m.ade  the  raising  of  cotton  much 
more  profitable  than  it  had  been  previously,  and 
consequently  created  a  greater  demand  for  slave 
labor.  Tlie  father  of  David  now  saw  tiiat  he  must 
either  purchase  more  slaves,  or  see  his  familj'  sink 
down  virtually  to  the  condition  of  slaves,  or  re- 
move to  the  West.  A  regard  for  tiie  comfort  and 
well-being  of  his  family'  determined  him  in  making 
his  choice  of  the  latter  resort,  and  he  therefore  rc- 
moveil  to  Westein  Oiiio,  settling  in  Preble  County. 


This  was  in  1806,  when  David  was  sixteen  years  of 
age.  After  spending  three  years  upon  his  father's 
farm,  he  left  home  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
his  education.  Commencing  the  studj'  of  languages 
under  the  Rev.  William  Robertson,  at  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  he  spent  some  time  under  his  private  train- 
ing, and  then  went  to  Transylvania  University,  in 
Kentucky,  where  he  finished  his  literary  course. 
Soon  after  the  completion  of  this  coarse  he  went  to 
New  York,  and  entered  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  where  he  spent 
four  annual  sessions,  delivering  the  valedictory  ad- 
dress on  graduating.  This  was  in  the  spring  of 
1817.  lie  was  licensed  the  same  year  by  the  Asso- 
ciate Reformed  Presbytery  of  Ohio,  and  then  re- 
turned to  his  father's  home  in  Western  Ohio.  In 
October,  1817,  he  commenced  preaching  in  Hamil- 
ton, Ohio,  and  continued  to  labor  there  for  more 
than  thirty  j'ears.  In  1848  he  removed  to  Ran- 
dolph County,  111.,  locating  near  .Sparta,  the  en- 
feebled state  of  his  health  being  the  main  reason 
for  this  move.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  again 
take  charge  of  a  congregation,  but  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  take  p.astoral  charge  of  one,  and  continued 
in  that  relation  for  about  nine  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Monmouth,  111.,  to  enter  upon  another 
field  of  labor,  as  editor  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian. In  connection  with  his  editorial  work  he 
still  continued  to  preach  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  in  vacancies,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Monmouth, 
for  several  years  after  his  removal  to  its  bounds. 

Dr.  McDill  was  a  reformer  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  word,  but  regarded  the  Gospel  as  the  great  re- 
forming agent.  In  the  tem|)erance  reform  he  was 
ever  active.  On  the  slavery  question  he  took  sides 
with  the  oi)pressed,  and  his  joy  knew  no  bounds 
when  the  slaves  were  made  free.  He  was  a  ripe 
scholar,  and  as  an  editor  and  preacher  the  results  of 
these  attainments  were  brought  into  constant  use. 
In  his  estimate  of  individual  character  he  was  rarely 
mistaken.  He  was  notably  a  wise  man,  and  in  dilH- 
cult  circumstances  was  a  safe  leader  and  counselor. 
He  was  eminent  in  piety  and  a  man  of  peace,  and 
was  temperate  in  all  things,  but  of  strong  will, 
which  he  kept  under  self-control.  No  passion  in- 
fluenced him  and  no  liasty  expression  put  him  at  a 
disadvantage.      Whether  in  the   statement  of   facts 
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fir  opinions  lie  was  careful  anfl  conscientious,  and 
made  sure  that  liis  facts  should  be  accurate  and  liis 
opinions  well  niaturefl.  The  ministry  of  Dr.  Mc- 
Dill  extended  over  half  a  century.  He  was  li- 
censed, as  stated,  in  1817,  and  died  June  15,  1870. 
For  forty  years  he  had  regular  charges,  liut  con- 
tinned  to  iireach  frequentl}'  until  near  the  close  of 
his  long  and  useful  life,  and  he  died  as  he  had  lived, 
praising  the  Master  whom  he  had  so  faithfully 
served. 

The  domestic  life  of  Dr.  McDill  was  hajipy.  He 
married  Lydia  McDonnell,  of  Spring  Creek,  Ohio. 
Of  their  family  three  daughters  are  yet  living,  and 
one  son.  Dr.  David  McDill,  whose  sketch  aijpears 
in  this  work. 


-^ 


^RANCIS  MOORE,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
nioneers  of  Des  IVIoines  County,  Iowa.  He 
was  horn  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  March 
5,  1786,  and  at  the  age  of  seven  years  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  William  and  Jane  (Dovv- 
ler)  Moore,  settling  first  near  Hagerstown,  Md., 
where  his  education  was  received.  Later  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  Ohio  County,  W.  Va.,  where  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Annie 
Ward,  a  native  of  that  portion  of  Ohio  County 
which  is  now  Marshall  County.  There  eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore:  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  J.  L.  Hanna,  a  farmer  of  Danville  Town- 
ship, Des  Moines  Co..  Iowa;  William  R.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  R.  Parriott,  of  Marshall  County,  W.  Va. ; 
Jane,  wife  of  William  Moore,  who,  though  of  the 
same  name,  was  no  relation ;  Joseph  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Nebraska,  where  his  death  occurred  later; 
J.  W.,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work;  Thom.as 
and  George  were  twins;  the  former  died  in  Virginia 
and  the  latter  in  Des  Moines  County ;  Sarah  A. 
wedded  Benjamin  B.  Jester,  a  farmer  of  Danville 
Township,  Des  Moines  Co.,  Iowa. 

In  18:37  Francis  Moore  made  a  trip  to  Iowa,  and 
being  well  pleased  with  the  country,  determined 
upon  Des  Moines  County  as  the  place  of  his  future 
residence.  The  following  year  he  returned  for  his 
family,  and  they  reached  Burlington  April  11,  1838. 
With    llie   assistance    of    bis  sons  he  followed  the 


township  stakes  from  Burlington  to  the  proposed 
farm  in  Danville  Township.  Mr.  Moore  entered- 
a  claim  and  developed  a  fine  farm,  which  is  now  in 
possession  of  one  of  his  grandchildren,  J.  C.  Hanna 
He  was  the  owner  of  260  acres  of  finely  imiiroved 
land  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1859,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 

Although  of  Irish  parentage  Mr.  Moore  was  a 
Protestant,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  lipiscopal  Church.  His  motto  was 
"Peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men,"  which  perhaps 
no  man  better  carried  out.  Of  sound  judgment 
and  very  accommodating,  he  aided  many  who 
through  discouragement  or  failure  were  ready  to 
abandon  the  pioneer  homes  of  the  new  county.  His 
hospitable  home  was  open  to  all  worthy  ones,  and 
his  charity  and  love  gained  for  him  the  good  will 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  never 
had  the  least  desire  to  fill  public  office,  and  many 
times  refused  positions  which  were  offered  to  him. 
At  one  time  he  was  solicited  to  accept  the  position 
to  attend  the  Territorial  Convention,  but  preferring 
private  life  did  not  do  so.  To  his  friends  Mr. 
Moore  was  ever  faithful;  unassuming,  honest  and 
upright,  he  filled  his  place  in  society,  and  when 
called  to  his  final  rest  the  loss  was  severely  felt. 
Being  a  steadfast  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcop.al  Church  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  he  died  at  peace  with  all  men.  Like  her  hus- 
band. Mrs.  Moore  was  also  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  devoted  Chris- 
tian woman,  early  teaching  her  children  to  follow 
the  only  true  example,  that  of  Christ.  The  Moore 
family  has  been  a  remarkable  one,  only  seven 
deaths  occurring  in  seventy  ye.ars  in  the  family  of 
sevent3'  children,  grandchildren  and  great-grand- 
children. 


SAAC  M.  CHRISTY,  head  book-keeper  f^nd 
cashier  for  the  wholesale  hardware  house  of 
Lyman  H.  Drake,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  is  a 
native  of  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  born  April  18. 
1844.  His  parents  were  George  L.  and  Jane  (Mar- 
shall) Christ3',  the  father  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  the  mother  of  Ohio.     Isaac  M.  Christ}'  came  to 
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Iowa  with  his  parents  in  1854,  they  settling  at  Os- 
ceola, Clarke  Count}-,  where  he  was  reared  on  the 
farm  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  In  tlie 
fall  of  18GI,  when  but  seventeen  3'ears  of  age,  lie 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  late  war.  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  1,  loth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
served  until  its  close.  He  participated  in  the  b:it- 
tles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  seige  of  Vicksburg,  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  the  march  to  the  sea  with  .Sherman. 
He  was  slightly  wounded  three  different  times  and 
was  mustered  out,  Aug.  3,  1865,  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  after  four  years  of  active  service.  On 
his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Ciiristy  attended  Br}-- 
ant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  thereby  fitting 
himself  for  commercial  pursuits.  He  then  engaged 
with  t!ie  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
Company,  was  appointed  station  agent  at  Lucas, 
Iowa,  and  served  eighteen  months  in  that  capacity'. 
He  next  spent  a  year  in  a  commercial  liouse  at  Af- 
ton,  Iowa,  went  from  there  to  Osceola,  Iowa,  and 
accepted  the  position  of  cashier  in  the  private  bank- 
ing iiouse  of  H.  C.  Seigler,  and  after  a  year  and  a 
half  spent  as  cashier  he  came  to  Burlington  in  Jan- 
uary, 1871,  and  engaged  with  Nelson  &  Co.,  a  whole- 
sale hardware  firm,  and  then  with  L.  II.  Drake,  their 
successor,  covering  a  period  of  seventeen  years. 

On  the  •23d  of  February,  1871,  at  Oswego,  III.,  Mr. 
Christy  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  A. 
Bennett,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of 
Charles  M.  Bennett.  Three  children  have  graced 
their  union,  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Charles  B., 
Fred  C.  and  Kate  M.,  all  born  at  Burlington.  Mr. 
Christy  is  a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  Burling- 
ton Lodge  No.  25,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  a  member  of 
Washington  Lodge  No.  1,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Burling- 
ton, and  also  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  C.  L.  Matthes  Post 
No.  5. 

--^ -#>#" '— 

^/OHN  G.  LEMBKRGER,  deceased,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Des  Moines  County,  and  a 
highly  respected  citizen,  was  born  in  Stutt- 
(^^/  gart,  Germany,  in  1809.  and  there  grew  to 
manhood,  receiving  a  liberal  education.  He  was 
apprenticed  to  the  stonemason's  trade  in  early 
life,  mastering  the  trade,  which  he  followed  for  sev- 
eral years  after   coming  to   America.      In  1828  he 


crossed  the  Atlantic,  remained  for  a  short  time  in 
Philadelphia,  and  then  went  to  Champaign  Cf>unty, 
Ohio,  where  he  became  acquainted  with  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Kate  Birch.  In  1838  he  went  to  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  in  1841  took  up  his  residence  in 
Burlington,  following  his  trade  until  1864,  when 
he  began  the  manufacture  of  cigars. 

After  becoming  an  American  citizen  Mr.  Lem- 
berger  supported  the  old  Whig  party,  afterward 
affiliating  with  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
candidate  for  County  Recorder  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1873.  He  was 
a  close  student,  and  well  posted  in  matters  pertain- 
ing to  Government  and  State,  and  held  several 
local  offices  of  trust,  as  Alderman  and  Trustee. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lemberger  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Henr}',  City 
Marshal  of  Burlington ;  Charles  W.,  Assistant  City 
Engineer  of  Burlington;  John  L..  of  Burlington; 
Minnie,  wife  of  George  M.  West,  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal. ;  and  Jacob  F.,  also  of  Los  Angeles.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lemberger  were  both  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  and  stood  high  in  the  respect  of  all 
wiio  knew  them. 


EG.  SEGNER,  of  the  firm  of  Brooks,  Smith 
<fe  Taylor,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  Oct.  28,  1840.  and  is  a  son  of  Benja- 
min and  Rebecca  (Houls)  Segner.  The  family  are 
of  German  origin,  and  can  trace  their  ancestry'  back 
to  tiie  Colonial  times  of  this  country.  Our  subject 
was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  went  to  Illinois,  there  eng.aging  as  a 
farm  hand  for  two  years,  when  he  was  employed  in 
a  publishing  house,  of  which  his  brother,  Isaac  F., 
was  one  of  tiie  partners.  He  traveled  for  that  house 
for  five  years,  having  his  headquarters  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  for  a  period  of  two  jears,  but  subsequently 
turned  his  attention  to  the  grocery  business,  acting 
as  a  salesman  for  Barden,  Segnei-  <fe  Co.  two  years, 
and  then  w.as  emplo3'ed  as  traveling  salesman  for 
the  firm  of  Biklen.  Winzer  &  Co.  for  the  succeeding 
five  years.  On  the  1st  of  M.arch.  1880,  he  helped 
to  organize  the  firm  of  Bell.  Tollertore  &  Co.,  of 
which  he  was  a  meml)cr,  and  he  maintained  his  re- 
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lations  to  this  house  until  March  1,  188:3,  when  Mr. 
Tollertore  retireil  from  the  firm,  and  it  was  re-or- 
ganized, under  the  firm  name  of  Bell,  Smith  &  Seg- 
ner,  which  firm  continued  until  March  1.  1886, 
when  it  was  incorporated  as  the  Bell,  Smith  Grocery 
Company.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Bell,  in  August, 
1887,  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  the  Brooks, 
Smith  &  Taylor  Company. 

On  tlie  19tii  of  February,  1869,  our  subject  and 
Miss  C.  Eva  Allen  were  married,  tlie  ceremony  be- 
ing performed  in  JMorris  County,  N.  J.  She  was 
born  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  Allen.  Three  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union:  Willie  Frank,  born  Dec. 
19,  1870,  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  is  a  bright  scholar, 
having  graduated  from  the  Burlington  High  School 
when  sixteen  years  of  age,  taking  the  three-years 
course  in  two  years,  and  is  now  a  student  of  Par- 
sons College,  Fairfield,  Iowa;  Freddie,  born  .Ian.  5, 
1872,  died  June  11,  1873;  and  Robert  Wallace, 
who  was  born  at  Burlington,  Jan.  10,  1875.  Mr. 
Segner  and  his  wife  are  mem  hers  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  of  which  he  is  an  Elder.  In  ))olitics 
he  was  originally  a  Democrat,  but  in  1882  voted 
for  prohibition  in  Iowa,  then  stood  aloof  until 
1884,  when  he  again  voted  with  the  Democratic 
party,  though  without  changing  his  views  in  regard 
to  prohibition.   Me  expects  to  do  the  same  in  1888. 
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1/,  ON.  SILAS  A.  HUDSON,  one  of  the  |.ioneer 
settlers  of  Des  Moines  County,  was  born  at 
the  famil}'  homestead  in  Mason  Count}', 
(^  Ky.,  Dec.  13,  1815.  His  father,  Bailey 
Washington  Hudson,  was  born  in  Fauquier  County, 
Va.,  April  15,  1782.  He  was  a  descendant  of  a 
very  old  English  family  that  came  to  Virginia  at  an 
early  day.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  with  dis- 
tinction, and  was  with  Gen.  Harrison  at  the  battles 
of  Tippecanoe,  River  Raisin  and  the  Thames.  Hav- 
ing, in  conjunction  with  his  brother  Samuel,  previ- 
ously' settled  in  IMason  Count}',  Kj'.,  where  they 
jointl}'  purchased   768  acres  of  laml   knonn  as  the 


family  homestead.  He  married  Miss  Susan  A. 
Grant,  a  sister  of  Jesse  R.,  and  daughter  of  Noah 
Grant,  the  latter  being  one  of  the  seventeen  who 
threw  the  tea  overboard  in  Boston  Harbor.  Sev- 
eral j'ears  after  his  marriage  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Noah  Grant,  Jr.  (his  brother-in-law), 
under  tlie  firm  name  of  Noah  Grant  &  Co.,  and 
became  a  very  prominent  mercliant  of  JNIaysville, 
Kj'.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudson  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  Silas  A.,  of  this  sketch;  Noah 
Grant,  born  June  23,  1817;  John  V.,  July  2,  1819; 
Frances  A.,  March  20,  1821  ;  AValter  Warder.  June 
11,  1823,  and  Peter  Todd,  the  youngest  child,  who 
was  born  Oct.  26,  1825.  As  the  two  latter  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Burlington  we  give 
herein  a  brief  histor}'  of  their  career.  Walter  War- 
den came  to  Burlington  with  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  in  1 839.  He  served  in  the  Mexican  War 
in  the  15th  Regiment.  Col.  Howard  commanding, 
and  participated  in  the  following  engagements:  Na- 
tional Bridge,  Pueblo,  Cherubusco,  Moline  del  Rey 
and  Chapultepec,  where  he  was  the  first  to  carry  the 
flag  over  the  walls,  and  to  the  lone  Iowa  company 
was  given  the  credit  of  running  up  the  first  United 
States  flag  over  Chapultepec,  and  garrisoning  the 
fort.  He  also  assisted  in  the  taking  of  tlie  city  of 
Mexico.  After  the  war,  on  the  commendation  of 
Col.  Howard,  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  1st 
United  States  Infantry,  regular  army,  by  President 
Polk.  He  was  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  had  charge 
of  the  troops  that  were  protecting  the  line  of  forts 
that  were  then  being  built  along  the  frontier.  He 
was  wounded  in  an  engagement  with  the  Indians  at 
Ft.  Hudson  (which  was  named  in  his  honor),  and 
died  at  Ft.  Mcintosh,  near  Laredo,  Tex.,  April  9, 
1850.  In  his  death  the  United  States  army  lost 
one  of  its  most  promising,  energetic  and  efficient 
officers. 

Peter  Todd  Hudson  came  to  Burlington  in  1845. 
and  made  his  home  with  his  brother,  Silas  A.,  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  gold  fever  in  California  in 
1849.  At  this  time  his  brother  fitted  him  out  with 
teams  and  sufficient  means  to  go  to  the  newly  dis- 
covered gold  fields,  and  then  take  advantage  of 
such  business  opportunities  as  might  present  them- 
selves. He  remained  there  two  years,  and  then  on 
account   of   failing  heath   returned    to  Burlington. 
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In  1857  Silas  A.  sent  bim  to  Denver,  Col.,  where  be 
opened  a  supply  store.  He  was  one  of  tbe  first  set- 
tlers in  tb.at  now  beautiful  city,  and  the  first  to  dis- 
cover and  develop  the  mines  at  Breckenridge.  and 
was  tbe  founder  of  that  place,  and  named  it  in  honor 
of  J.  C.  Breckenridge,  a  personal  friend  of  the  Hud- 
son famil3'.  The  first  j-ear  of  tbe  late  war  he  was 
driven  off  by  the  Indians,  and  returned  to  Burlington 
to  join  Gen.  Grant's  staff.  He  entered  tbe  service 
with  the  rank  of  Captain,  and  was  subsequently  pro- 
moted to  Lieutenant  Colonel.  He  served  with 
Gen.  Grant,  and  participated  in  all  tbe  battles 
fought  h3'  bim  from  Vicksburg  to  Appomattox. 
He  was  offered  by  Gen.  Grant  tbe  office  of  Senior 
Major  in  the  regular  army,  which  be  declined. 
He  remained  on  Gen.  Grant's  staff'  until  1<SG7,  when 
be  resigned,  and  went  to  California  and  engaged  in 
tbe  stock  business.  He  w.as  aftemard  offered  by 
President  Grant  the  olflce  of  United  States  Alar- 
shal  of  California,  which  be  also  declined.  He  is 
now  (1888)  a  resident  of  Colusa  County,  in  the 
Golden  State. 

Silas  A.  Hudson,  the  subject  of  Ibis  sketch,  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education  at  tbe  M.nysvilie  Acad- 
emy, which  was  largelj'  supplemented  bj'  private 
study.  He  left  home  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and 
spent  the  succeeding  seven  years  traveling,  and 
visited  most  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  Union. 
In  1837  Mr.  Hudson  first  visited  Burlington  and 
(>tber  points  on  tbe  Mississippi,  but  returned  to  St. 
Louis  and  remained  until  1839.  when  be  made  a 
permanent  settlement  at  this  place,  and  purchased 
the  lot  on  which  the  wholesale  house  of  C.  P. 
Squires  now  stands.  In  1840  he  built  two  substan- 
tial brick  business  bouses  which  were  the  best  at 
that  time  in  tbe  city.  He  was  engaged  at  this  place 
in  tbe  stove,  tin  and  iron  business,  in  which  he 
continued  for  upward  of  twenty  years,  doing  a  large 
jobbing  trade,  and  running  a  number  of  branch 
bouses  in  other  AVestcrn  towns.  Mr.  Hudson  is  a 
natural  politician,  and  at  an  early  age  evinced  a 
fondness  for  the  study  of  politics,  and  being  an 
incessant  reader,  by  the  time  he  arrived  at  manhood 
he  bad  made  himself  familiar  with  the  leading  pub- 
lic questions  of  tbe  day,  as  well  as  the  career  and 
record  uf  all  the  prominent  public  mnn.  The  first 
National   election  in   which  he  took  an  active  part 


was  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1836,  when  he 
gave  bis  support  and  influence  to  Gen.  Harrison, 
casting  his  first  vote  at  Louisville,  Ky.  He  was  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  AVbig  party,  and  after  his 
arrival  at  Burlington  he  wrote  the  call  that  organ- 
ized tbe  Whig  part}-  in  this  Territorj-,  and  gave  his 
earnest  support  to  tbe  nominees  of  that  party  during 
its  political  existence. 

In  tbe  early  days  of  Iowa  Mr.  Hudson  was  in- 
fluential in  her  affairs.  He  was  Clerk  of  her  Terri- 
torial Legislature,  and  also  first  Chief  Clerk  of  the 
House  under  the  State  organization.  During  tbe 
session  of  1842-43  the  Territorial  laws  were  revised 
by  the  Legislature,  in  which  work  he  largely  as- 
sisted, and  during  the  session  of  lH4t)-47  thej'  were 
again  revised,  and  adopted  to  her  State  organization, 
and  in  this  work  be  also  rendered  valuable  services. 
In  1  84  j  be  wrote  the  city  charter,  and  the  principal 
ordinances  under  which  this  city  was  governed  for 
upward  of  thirty  years,  using  the  charter  and  ordi- 
nances of  Cincinnati  as  a  basis  to  work  upon.  In 
the  city  Mr.  Hudson  has  held  many  important 
offices,  having  been  a  member  of  tbe  City  Council 
for  fourteen  3'ears.  He  was  Maj'or  of  the  city  in 
IS.oo  and  1856,  when  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quinc}'  was  first  brought  to  thecitj',  and  also  Acting 
Mayor  during  tbe  two  previous  terms.  He  also 
filled  a  number  of  minor  offices,  such  as  member  of 
the  School  Board,  etc.,  and  ever  acted  for  the  good 
of  the  city,  advocating  ever}'  measure  tending  to 
her  advancement. 

On  the  first  establishment  of  the  New  York  Trib- 
une,he  became  one  of  its  subscribers,  and  for  more 
than  twenty  3'ears  was  an  influential  and  valued 
contributor  to  its  columns,  as  also  to  the  Louisville 
Journalylhen  edited  by  George  D.  Prentice.  Being 
from  earl}'  life  an  intimate  friend  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, and  recognizing  bis  great  qualities,  as  the  time 
for  tbe  nomination  of  1860  drew  near,  he  used  the 
columns  of  those  influential  journals  to  bring  his 
naihe  prominently  before  the  public.  In  connec- 
tion with  Horace  Greeley  be  arranged  to  have  Lin- 
coln go  to  New  York,  where  he  made  the  great 
speech  which  so  seriously  hurt  Mr.  Seward's  chances 
for  the  Presidency.  He  also  was  tbe  means  of 
bringing  Lincoln  to  Burlington,  wheie  he  was  lis- 
tened   to  by  many  citizens  still   living   here.     This 
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was  the  only  time  Mr.  Lincoln  ever  spoke  in  this 
city,  and  his  suljsequent  election  anfl  re-election 
were  largely  aiderl  by  the  voice  and  pen  of  bis  old 
friend.  The  cordial  relations  existing  between 
them  were  never  interrupted  until  the  assassination 
of  the  National  martyr. 

Mr.  Hudson  was  also  always  a  stanch  friend  and 
admirer  of  Gen.  Grant,  who  was  his  first  cousin,  and 
with  whom  he  had  been  in  a  measure  brought  up, 
each  living  at  different  periods  at  the  home  of  the 
other.  Naturall3'  Mr.  Hudson  was  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  war,  and  was  among  the  first  to  take 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  raising  and  forward- 
ing troops.  During  the  war  he  spent  a  part  of  the 
time  in  the  field  with  his  cousin  Grant,  and  at  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg  had  a  narrow  escape.  Raising 
his  head  above  the  breastworks  five  rebel  bullets 
whistled  instantly  about  his  ears,  one  cutting  a 
crease  in  his  scalp,  from  which  he  has  been  almost 
a  constant  sufferer  since.  He  continued  an  active 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  people  until  the  final 
suppression  of  the  Rebellion. 

In  March,  1869,  he  was  appointed  b^-  President 
Grant,  United  States  Minister  to  Central  America. 
In  this  mission  he  was  eminently  successful.  Pre- 
vious to  his  residence  there  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  Central  America  was  very 
meager.  He  devoted  himself  to  increasing  our  trade 
with  the  Central  American  States,  and  soon  after 
his  arrival  he  secured  the  landing  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company's  vessels  (running  be- 
tween San  Francisco  and  Panama),  at  the  five  ports 
of  Central  America,  and  this  and  other  means  em- 
ployed led  largely  to  diverting  the  trade  to  this 
country,  and  the  immense  commerce  which  suc- 
ceeded was  the  legitimate  outgrowth  of  his  efforts. 

While  there  he  not  only  rendered  service  to  the 
United  States,  but  to  the  people  of  Central  America  as 
well.  That  country'  was  in  a  state  of  constant  revo- 
lution at  the  time,  and  the  friendly  offices  of  the 
legation  were  being  constantly  employed  in  behalf 
of  foreign  residents  as  well  as  residents  coming 
under  the  displeasure  of  the  Government.  The 
agreeable  manner  with  which  his  services  were  ren- 
dered to  all  parties  led  to  the  Government  consent- 
ing that  he  should  represent  foreign  residents.  In 
this  way  he  represented   nine  different  nationalities. 


including  Switzerland,  which  State  has  ever  since 
confided  to  the  American  Minister,  there  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  the  protection  of  her  citizens  abroad. 

In  1871,  after  five  successful  battles,  the  rebels  won 
their  way  to  the  gates  of  the  city  of  Guatemala 
and  demanded  its  surrender.  On  this  occasion  the 
Government  placed  Mr.  Hudson  at  the  head  of  a 
commission,  investing  him  with  the  power  to  treat 
with  the  rebel  General  and  forces  for  a  change  of 
government,  and  this  commission  was  successfully' 
concluded.  Owing  to  the  bitter  opposition  of 
Gen.  Barios,  second  in  command,  the  commis- 
sion came  near  proving  a  total  failure.  This  bloody- 
minded  half-breed  chief  had  enlisted  and  led  the 
advance  columns,  and  held  them  under  promise  that 
the  plunder  of  the  city  should  be  given  up  to  them 
for  their  services,  and  he  would  listen  to  no  less 
terms.  When  the  commission  had  advanced  to 
within  about  a  furlong  of  the  rebel  front  line  they 
were  met  and  halted  bj'  the  officer  commanding, 
and  informed  he  was  ordered  to  turn  back  all  par- 
ties seeking  personal  interviews  with  the  General-in- 
Chief,  and  to  fire  upon  them  if  they  refused.  Mr. 
Hudson  stated  to  him  the  object  of  tiie  commis- 
sion; that  it  was  made  up  from  the  representatives 
of  friendlj-  powers,  and  that  in  their  quality  as  such 
they  could  accept  no  such  answer,  especially  from 
a  less  officer  than  the  General-in-Chief.  That  the 
commission  expected,  and  would  give  him  a  reason- 
able time  to  furnish  a  fitting  escort  to  the  General- 
in-Chief's  camp,  and  should  he  fail  to  do  so  they 
would  undertake  to  Bnd  their  way  unaided.  After 
much  parley  with  him  by  others,  and  no  movement 
being  made  toward  providing  an  escort,  announcing 
his  purpose,  Mr.  Hudson  and  the  United  States 
Consul  rode  forward,  all  the  others  seeking  cover 
outside  the  sweep  of  the  battcrj-  jjlanted  in  front  of 
them.  They  were  allowed  to  approach  within  forty 
or  fiftj-  j'ards  of  the  guns,  while  everj'  demonstra- 
tion of  a  purpose  to  fire  upon  them  was  being  made, 
when  he  ordered  the  gunners  not  to  fire,  and  came 
'  f(irward  and  met  them,  declaring  he  could  not  exe- 
cute the  order,  that  he  would  furnish  an  escort 
as  requested,  and  go  with  them  himself  to  insure 
their  safet}',  and  freedom  from  unpleasant  stoppages. 
Here  they  were  again  joined  b3-  their  colleagues. 
Mr.  Hudson  afterward  learned  that  this  officer  was  a 
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nephew  of  Gen.  Granados.  the  rebel  commander, 
that  in  employing  the  friendly  oflices  of  the  United 
States  Legation  in  behalf  of  political  suspects  a 
short  time  before,  he  iiad  secured  his  brother's  re- 
lease after  having  been  condemned  to  be  shot  as  a 
spy,  and  that  this  brother  was  present  with  him 
pleading  in  his  hehalf.  and  that  to  his  influence  he 
was  indebted  for  his  brother's  change  of  action. 

In  compan}'  with  both  brothers  they  reached  the 
camp  of  Gen.  Granados  about  10  P.  M.  The  bet- 
ter part  of  the  night  was  spent  in  arranging  the 
terms  by  which  the  personnel  of  the  Government 
could  be  changed  peacefully  and  further  loss  of  life 
and  property  avoided,  and  in  finding  the  way  and 
means  of  satisfying  the  mercenary  Barios  and  his 
mercenary  command.  By  the  terms  the  rebel  troops 
were  required  to  stack  their  arms  four  miles  outside 
of  the  city,  which  they  did  to  the  number  of  about 
24,000,  .and  enter  the  city  as  private  citizens  the 
next  morning  at  10  o'clock.  They  met  in  the  gov- 
ernment piazza  and  elected  viva  -yoce  Gen.  Granados 
provisional  president,  who,  by  the  terras  of  the 
tre.aty,  as  such,  was  required  and  did  issue  writs  of 
election  to  the  several  departments,  for  the  election 
of  new  Members  of  Congress,  and  the  organization 
of  the  Government  under  the  existing  law.  This 
put  an  end  to  the  revolutionary  troubles  during  his 
residence  in  the  cit^'. 

In  1873  Mr.  Hudson  resigned,  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Burlington,  where  he  has  since  lived  a  re- 
tired life,  from  failing  health.  In  his  domestic 
relations  Mr.  Hudson  has  been  happ}'.  He  was 
married  in  1844  to  Miss  Ann  Caldwell,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  who  was  born  Jan.  14,  1826.  By  this 
marriage  he  had  three  children :  Virginia,  born 
Oct.  25,  1845;  Marietta,  June  25. 1848,  and  Walter 
Warder,  Aug.  25.  1850.  Only  two  of  these,  Vir- 
gina  and  Walter  W..  are  now  living.  Marietta  hav- 
ing died  Jan.  11,  1874.  Mrs.  Hudson  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  on  the  13th  of  March,  1851. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1853,  Mr.  Hudson  was 
again  married.  Miss  Serena  Griffey  becoming  his 
wife.  INIrs.  Huilson  is  a  native  of  Morgantown, 
Va.,  and  is  a  member  of  an  old  and  respected 
family  of  that  State.  Her  father,  William  Griflfey, 
was  a  prominent  and  an  active  business  man  in  his 
day,  and  was  largely  interested   in  iron  mines  and 


mercantile  pursuits.  In  his  many  and  varied  enter- 
prises Mr.  Hudson  has  been  successful  in  acquiring 
a  competency,  enabling  himself  and  family  to  live 
in  ease  and  comfort.  In  the  evening  of  his  days  he 
can  look  back  upon  a  life  of  usefulness,  well  spent, 
and  rejoice  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Hudson  is  given  upon  a  pre- 
ceding page. 


■^  AVID  McDILL.  M.  D.,  senior  p.artner  of 
the  firm  of  McDill  &  McDill,  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Butler 
Co.,  Ohio,  May  12,  1832.  He  received  a 
liberal  education  in  the  Academy  at  Xenia  and  at 
Hanover  College,  Indiana,  under  the  tutelage  of  Rev. 
Hugh  McMillan,  an  old  Covenanter.  In  1852  he 
went  to  Henderson  Countj.  III.,  where  he  entered 
the  office  of  Dr.  James  McDill,  a  prominent  physi- 
cian. In  1853  he  entered  the  St.  Louis  Medical 
College,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  graduating  in  1855.  He 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  1856, 
in  Monmouth,  Warren  Co.,  III.,  and  continued  to 
reside  there  until  1862,  when  he  was  commissioned 
as  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  84th  Illinois  Infantry. 
In  the  spring  of  1863  Dr.  McDill  was  promoted  to 
Surgeon  of  the  same  regiment.  He  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing engagements:  Perry ville,  Ky.,  Stone  River, 
Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  was  in  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  and  also  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Franklin  and  Nashville,  serving  until  the 
close  of  the  war. 

After  leaving  the  army  the  Doctor  resumed  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Henderson  County, 
where  he  had  previously  settled  in  1858.  In  1878 
he  came  to  Burlington,  where  he  has  been  in  con- 
stant practice  ever  since.  The  Doctor  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Medical  Society,  also  of  the  Des 
Moines  Medical  Association.  He  is  an  active 
worker  in  Matthes  Post  No.  5.  G.  A.  R.  In  politics 
the  Doctor  is  one  of  the  stanch  Republicans  of  the 
county,  and  held  the  office  of  Pension  Examiner 
from  1868  until  the  beginning  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, in  1885. 

Dr.  McDill  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1859,  to 
Miss  Mar^'  A.  Worrell,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Worrell,  of  Illinois.     They  are  tlie  parents  of  six 
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living  children — David,  Minnie,  Jennie,  Joseph, 
Laura  and  Mabel.  Though  not  very  long  a  resi- 
dent of  Burlington  Dr.  McDill  has  acquired  the 
reputation  of  a  slcillful  and  conscientious  physician, 
and  has  built  up  an  extensive  practice. 

i^,  R.  DANIEL  K.  GARMAN,  a  pioneer  den- 
tist and  practitioner  of  special  surger}^  wlio 
located  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1846,  was 
born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  18, 
1822,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Kil- 
linger)  Garman,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  German  descent,  but  of  native  American  parent- 
age. Daniel  K.  Garman  was  educated  at  Palmj-ra 
Academy,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  in  1844  entered  upon 
the  stud^'  of  dental  surgerj'  with  Dr.  Stout,  of  Phila- 
delphia, including  in  his  course  the  stud^'  of  special 
surgery  of  the  e3'e,  ear  and  mouth.  Two  years 
later  he  traveled  in  Ohio,  and  in  1  840  came  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  where  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  continuing  it  until  May,  1854. 
Removing  to  Hannibal,  Mo.,  there,  in  connection 
with  his  practice,  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  but 
after  remaining  there  for  a  time  went  to  St.  Louis. 
In  1874  he  returned  to  Burlington,  and  has  made 
this  city  his  lion)e  continuously'  since.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Burlington,  Dr.  Garman  purchased  some 
thoroughbred  Kentucky  horses,  since  which  time 
he  has  continued  to  import  from  that  State  and  deal 
in  fine  blooded  horses,  making  a  specialty  of  saddle 
horses  and  roadsters.  He  has  a  small  farm  within 
the  city  limits,  where  he  keeps  a  portion  of  his 
stock. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Garman  with  Aliss  Sarah 
H.  Armstrong  occurred  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  Ma^- 
1,  1849.  Mrs.  Garman  is  a  native  of  Wheeling, 
W.  Ya.,  of  which  city  her  father,  John  H.  Arm- 
strong, one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Des  Moines 
County,  was  formerly  a  prominent  resident.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Garman  have  had  six  children,  of  whom 
four  are  living:  Laura  L.  resides  with  her  parents; 
Mary  Alice  is  the  wife  of  George  O.  Raj-,  of  Bur- 
lington ;  John  H.  A.  is  an  electrician  by  occupation 
and  engaged  in  business  in  Kansas;  he  was  edu- 
cated at  Faribault,  Minn.,  and  has  devoted  his  time 


exelusivelj-  to  the  studj'  of  electricitj',  its  applica- 
tion in  telegraphy  and  telephoning,  and  its  use  as 
an  illuminator,  and  is  acknowledged  as  an  expert 
in  his  business.  Grace  H.,  the  youngest  child,  re- 
sides at  home.  All  were  born  in  Burlington,  Dr, 
Garman  and  familj'  are  members  of  Christ  Church 
(Episcopal)  of  this  citj',  and  the  Doctor  and  his  son 
are  Republicans  in  politics,  but  have  never  been  as- 
pirants for  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  of- 
fice. Having  retired  from  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, the  Doctor  takes  great  pleasure  in  raising 
and  handling  fine  blooded  horses,  of  which  he  has 
some  of  the  finest  specimens  to  be  found  in  the 
State. 
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SAAC  N.  McCLURE  is  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  I.  N.  McClure  &  Co.,  dealers  in 
general  merchandise,  Mediapolis,  Iowa.  The 
business  was  established  in  1869  b}'  W.  H.  Cart- 
wright,  who  continued  it  one  year  and  then  sold 
out  to  Brown  &  Roberts,  who  were  in  partnership 
three  years,  when  the  latter  retired,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Clure soon  afterward  entered  the  firm,  which  was 
known  as  Brown  &  McClure,  the  partnership  con- 
tinuing until  Marcli  4,  1887.  Mr.  Brown  then  sold 
his  interest,  and  Mr.  Roberts  again  came  into  the 
firm,  which  is  now  known  as  I.  N.  McClure  &  Co. 
The  building  occupied  by  tliis  firm  is  two  stories  in 
height,  40x75,  with  an  addition  of  20x30  feet.  A 
stock  of  about  $22,000  worth  is  carried,  and  the 
business  transacted  is  one  of  which  many  more  pre- 
tentious houses  in  larger  cities  might  well  be  proud. 
The  firm  carries  all  the  line  usually  found  in  a  first- 
class  general  store,  including  everything  except 
hardware  and  drugs,  with  special  departments  for 
the  sale  of  clothing,  wall-paper  and  crockery,  and 
employs  fine  salesman. 

I.  N.  McClure  is  a  native  of  Des  Moines  County, 
born  Feb.  1,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Cynthia  (Evans)  McClui-e,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  For  some  years  they  re- 
sided in  Highland  County,  Ohio,  from  which  place 
in  1837  they  removed  to  Illinois,  remaining  in  that 
State  until  1839,  when  thej-  came  to  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  and  located  in  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
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ship.  Here  Willifim  McClure  eiitererl  Government 
land,  improved  a  farm,  and  made  his  home  until 
1846,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Louisa 
Count}',  Iowa,  bought  a  claim,  and  there  remained 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1864, 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  His  widow,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  is  3"et  living,  and  now  resides  in  Me- 
diapolis,  where  she  has  numerous  friends  who  esteem 
her  for  her  many  Christian  graces.  They  reared  a 
familj'  of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Martha  J.  is  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Kil- 
patrick.  and  resides  at  Morning  Sun,  Iowa;  John  A. 
was  for  fourteen  years  a  teacher  in  a  deaf  mute 
institution  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  but  now  lives  on  a 
large  farm  near  .Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Susanna  E.  is 
the  wife  of  C.  S.  Zorbaugh,  a  teacher  in  the  Iowa 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute,  and  was  herself  a 
teacher  before  her  marriage;  Julia  E.  is  the  wife  of 
K.  S.  Hedges,  a  merchant  in  Kossuth,  Iowa;  Isaac 
N.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Emma  A.,  wife  of 
E.  W.  Blair,  of  Salina,  Kan. ;  Mary  Annette,  who 
died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  Theresa  A., 
the  deceased  wife  of  George  Werljeck,  of  Solomon 
Cit}-,  Kan. ;  Ella,  who  now  lives  in  Mediapolis,  is 
the  widow  of  James  Irwin,  who  died  recentl}',  in 
Topeka,  Kan.;  Francis  A.  ilied  in  Ohio  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years;  William  G.  was  educnted  at 
Parsons  College,  attended  the  McCormick  Theo- 
logical Seminarj',  was  licensed  as  a  minister  of  the 
Gosi)el,  and  in  1 886  was  sent  by  the  Presbyterian 
Board  as  a  missionary  to  Siam,  and  in  November, 
1887,  married  a  lady  missionary  to  the  same 
country. 

William  McClure  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary ability,  and  always  took  an  active  part  in  everj' 
thing  intended  for  the  good  of  the  community. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  those  having  business  before 
him.  On  the  slavery  question  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  opposition  to  the  "  peculiar  institution," 
never  for  a  moment  believing  in  the  right  of  one 
man  to  hold  in  bondage  a  fellowman.  On  the  tem- 
perance question  he  was  likewise  radical,  believing 
it  best  to  "  touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not,"  that 
which  tended  to  take  away  the  reasoning  powers  of 
man,  or  had  a  tendency   to   bring  him  below  the 


level  of  the  brute.  In  the  advocacy  of  anti-slavery 
views  and  abstinence  from  alcoholic  drinks,  he  was 
a  leader  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  resided. 
No  man  mistook  his  position  upon  either  question. 
In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a  Presljyterian,  and 
active  in  all  the  works  of  the  church,  and  promi- 
nent in  the  organization  of  the  pioneer  Presb_vterian 
Church  of  Yellow  Spring.  For  years  he  was  a 
Ruling  Elder,  and  was  one  who  ruled  well.  His 
heart  was  in  the  cause,  and  he  did  not  think  it  a 
hardship  to  work  for  the  Master.  His  memory  is 
revered,  not  alone  by  his  family,  but  by  all  who 
knew  him.  When  he  passed  away  it  could  trulj'  be 
said,  "A  leader  in  Israel  has  fallen." 

I.  N.  McClure  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm, 
and  after  attending  the  district  schools  for  a  time 
entered  Howe's  Academy,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
closing  his  student  days  in  Yellow  Spring  Academy, 
at  Kossuth,  Iowa.  He  then  taught  school  in  the 
winter  and  worked  upon  the  farm  in  the  summer 
for  four  years.  On  the  28th  of  December,  1869, 
he  wedded  Miss  Susan  E.  Parrctt,  of  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Molena  Parrett. 
Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  removed  with 
his  }'oung  bride  to  the  old  home  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained engaged  in  farming  until  1873,  when  he 
bought  a  half-interest  in  the  store  of  A.  C.  Brown, 
at  Mediapolis,  and  has  since  continued  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  in  which  he  has  met  with  well-de- 
served success. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClure  three  children  have 
been  born  —  Marcus  P.,  Louie  M.  and  Frank  E. ; 
all  are  3'et  at  home.  Politicallj-,  he  is  a  Republican. 
Religiously,  he  is  connected  with  the  Presbyterians, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Mediapolis,  of  which  he  is  an  Elder.  His  wife  is 
also  a  member  of  that  church,  and  both  are  held  in 
high  esteem  in  the  society. 

The  maternal  ancestry  of  Mr.  McClure  is  Welsh, 
while  on  the  father's  side  they  are  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent,  and  for  two  or  three  generations  back  the 
fathers  have  been  Elders  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  all  were 
well  grounded  in  the  faith  in  which  their  descend- 
ants are  earnest  believers. 

As  a  business  man,  Mr.  McClure  is  conservative 
but  enterprising,  the  large  trade  the  firm   now   en- 
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joys  being  evidence  of  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him  Ijy  liis  fellow-citizens.  In  business  circles  he 
takes  the  leading  position  in  Mediapolis,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  is  ever  willing  to  do  his  part  in  every 
enterprise  which  has  for  its  object  the  good  of  the 
community  in  which  ho  resides,  and  he  is  justly 
held  in  high  esteem,  and  regarded  as  one  of  the 
foremost  citizens  of  the  township. 


^^=^EORGE  A.  DUNCA 
jll  ^— ,  ton,  Iowa,  was  born 
^^3)    1*^50.     Four  years  li 


)EORGE  A.  DUNCAN,  Mayor  of  Burling- 
at  Germantown,  Pa.,  in 
later  his  father,  Thomas 
Duncan,  removed  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  first  lo- 
cating at  Muscatine,  where  he  remained  until  1857, 
engaged  in  building  bridges,  and  then  removing  to 
Burlington.  '•  Our  George,"  as  he  is  popularly 
known,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  city  and  the  Peoria  High  School,  afterward 
graduating  from  the  High  School  at  Allegheny  Cit}'. 
Pa.,  and  then  being  admitted  to  the  Normal  School 
at  Millersburg,  Pa.  In  186C  he  was  matriculated 
at  Washington  College,  Pa.,  graduating  in  1868. 
Returning  to  Burlington,  he  engaged  with  the  lum- 
ber mill  firm  of  Duncan,  Hosford  &  Co.,  until  the 
following  autumn,  when  he  entered  upon  a  business 
course  at  the  Brj'ant  <fe  Stratton  Commercial  Col- 
lege, of  Burlington,  then  under  the  charge  of  Prof. 
Bonsall.  After  completing  a  business  course,  he 
re-entered  the  service  of  Duncan,  Hosford  &  Co. 
as  book-keeper,  but  soon  threw  up  the  job  and  took 
a  tour  through  the  Southern  States.  Next  spring 
he  returneii  to  Burlington  and  entered  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  as  fire- 
man, being  afterward  |)romoted  to  engineer.  In 
1871  he  bought  a  half-interest  in  the  Burlington 
Steam  Laundry,  which  he  sold  out  two  years  later. 
His  next  move  was  to  establish  an  independent  in- 
surance agencj',  being  associated  with  A.  H.  Kuhle- 
meier,  now  United  States  Internal  Revenue  Col- 
lector. The  business  thrived,  and  they  soon  were 
doing  the  largest  business  of  any  agency  in  the  city. 
In  1875  Mr.  Dmican  bought  out  Mr.  Kuhlemeier's 
interest.  In  1878  he  bought  out  the  telephone  in- 
terests in  the  city  and  greatly  expanded  them.  In 
1882  he  organized  the  Telephone  Express  Company. 


In  1883  he  and  his  friends  bought  out  V.  M.  Gt>r- 
ham's  hotel  interests  and  changed  the  name  to  the 
Hotel  Duncan.  The  hotel  was  enlarged  in  1885  by 
the  addition  of  another  story,  and  otherwise  greatly 
improved.  It  is  now  recognized  as  the  leading 
hotel  in  Burlington. 

Mr.  Duncan  has  also  been  identified  with  various 
other  enterprises;  he  was  at  one  time  the  manager 
of  the  Opera  House  and  President  of  the  Western 
Construction  Company,  eng.aged  in  erecting  electric 
light  plants.  At  the  general  election  in  November, 
1887.  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Burling- 
ton, to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Hon.  A.  G. 
Adams,  deceased,  and  was  re-elected  in  the  spring 
of  1888  for  the  full  term. 

Few  men  possess  a  greater  amount  of  pluck,  with 
the  steadfast  determination  to  succeed,  than  George 
A.  Duncan.  Full  of  ze.al,  whatever  he  undertakes 
he  pushes  to  the  utmost  extent.  Since  he  became 
Mayor  of  the  city  he  has  given  much  of  his  time 
to  advance  its  interests  in  various  waj's,  visiting 
and  consulting  with  authorities  in  other  cities,  and 
using  ever}'  possible  means  within  his  power  to  have 
his  adopted  city  take  its  proper  position  among  the 
cities  of  the  Northwest. 


ILLIAM  M.  WHITFORD,  manager  of  the 
Western  Agency  for  the  well-known  coffee 
and  spice  manufacturer,  C.  E.  Andrews,  of 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  having  his  headquarters  .at 
Burlington,  was  bora  in  New  York  City,  July  14, 
1850.  His  father,  W.  W.  H.  Whitford,  was  a  native 
of  Westchester  County,  that  State,  and  was  de- 
scended from  New  England  ancestry.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Julia  Palmer,  was  born  in 
Fairfield  County,  Conn.  Both  parents  trace  their 
ancestrj'  back  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

Our  subject  received  an  academic  education  in 
his  native  city  and  was  trained  to  commercial  pur- 
suits. At  the  commencement  of  his  business  ca- 
reer he  engaged  in  the  hat  and  cap  business  there 
for  a  short  time,  but  upon  coming  to  Iowa,  in  1866. 
■was  eraplo\'ed  as  traveling  salesman  for  a  wholesale 
grocery  house  in  Burlington.  Upon  withdrawing 
from  this  he  engaged  with  C.  E.  Andrews  &  Co., 
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of  JMitwankpe,  wholosnle  dealers  in  coffee,  spices, 
etc..  and  in  Jnl^-,  ISSG,  was  appointed  manager  of 
their  agency  at  Burlington,  since  which  time  he  has 
had  sole  charge  of  the  business  at  this  point. 

Mr.  Whitford  was  married  at  Burlington,  Dec. 
2.5.  1873,  to  Miss  Leila,  daughter  of  Nicholas  P. 
Grupe.  Mrs.  Whitford  was  born  in  Burlington,  in 
the  vicinitj'  of  which  her  parents  had  settled  in  the 
early  days.  Of  this  union  there  are  three  children, 
two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Nellie  was  born  Nov.  4, 
1874;  Horace,  March  U,  1877,  and  William  M., 
Feb.  23,  1885.  Mr.  Whitford  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  but  not  an  active  partisan.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  comn)ercial  pursuits  all  his  life,  is 
methotlical,  prompt  and  energetic,  and  enjoys  the 
fullest  confidence  and  respect  of  those  with  whom 
he  has  h.vl  business  or  social  relations. 

ON.  AVILLIAM  BENTON  CULBERTSON, 

^1  one  of  the  most  prominent  criminal  lawyers 
of  Iowa,  and  a  pioneer  of  .Jefferson  County 
of  1839,  was  liorn  in  Wood  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  23,  1835.  and  is  a  son  of  Hon.  John  W.  and 
Eliz.aheth  A.  (Eagle)  Culbertson.  His  father,  who 
was  a  native  of  Westmoreland  Count}',  Pa.,  of 
Irish  descent,  was  an  Indian  trader  among  the  Mau- 
mee  tribe  in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of 
Ohio.  His  mother  w.as  born  in  Waj'ne  County, 
Ohio,  and  her  people  were  Virginians,  though  of 
English  origin. 

William  B.  Culbertson  was  reared  among  the 
Indians  until  fouryears  of  age,  when,  in  December, 
1839,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  his  father 
locating  on  Government  land  near  Fairfield,  Jef- 
ferson County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Bein"- 
a  man  of  superior  ability,  he  soon  became  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs,  and  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Territorial  Legislatures  of  1844  and  184G. 
He  was  the  first  State  District  Clerk,  his  official 
service  in  that  capacity  being  from  1847  to  1850 
inclusive,  and  two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
Receiver  of  public  money  at  the  Fairfield  United 
States  Land  Office,  by  President  Pierce.  Mr.  Cul- 
bertson was  an  earnest  Democrat  in  his  political 
sentiments  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 


in  1884.  A  man  of  superior  attainments,  upright 
and  honorable  in  all  relations  of  life,  both  public 
and  ])rivate,  he  was  highly  respected  by  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  Living  as  they  did  upon 
the  frontier  of  civilization,  the  family  was  obliged 
to  adapt  themselves  to  jjrimitive  modes  of  living. 

While  a  lad  our  subject  often  drove  the  ox-teams 
which  transported  the  wheat  to  market  at  Burling- 
ton. His  e<lucation  was  begun  in  the  public  schools; 
later,  when  he  had  earned  the  means  with  which  to 
paj'  expenses,  he  became  a  student  of  the  celebrated 
How-e's  Academy,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  pur- 
sued an  academic  course;  he  subsequentlj'  entered 
Yale  College,  graduating  from  the  law  department 
of  that  institution  in  the  class  of  '58.  He  began  to 
practice  at  Fairfield,  Iowa,  in  the  following  fall,  and 
in  spite  of  the  prophecies  of  friends  that  the  old 
saying,  "A  prophet  is  never  without  honor  save  in 
his  own  country,"  would  prove  true  in  his  case,  he 
built  up  a  fine  business,  making  criminal  practice  a 
specialty.  His  practice  in  Jefferson  County  was 
continued  until  1882,  when  he  decided  to  seek  a 
broader  field  of  operation,  and  came  to  Burlington, 
where  he  soon  won  a  prominent  place  in  the  Des 
Moines  County  bar.  Mr.  Culbertson's  experience 
in  criminal  practice  has  been  varied  and  e.xtensive, 
until  he  has  won  a  reputation  second  to  none  in  the 
State  in  that  branch  of  legal  business.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  twice  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iowa  Assembly,  the  Twentieth  and 
Twenty-first,  representing  the  First  District  during 
the  years  1884  and  1886.  He  received  the  Demo- 
cratic nomination  for  Congress  for  the  First  Dis- 
trict in  1880,  and  made  a  brilliant  record  by  re- 
ceiving 17.000  votes  in  the  election  of  that  year, 
when  the  candidate  for  the  preceding  election  had 
received  but  12,000,  and  the  district,  always  solidly 
Republican  l)efore,  has  ever  since  been  doubtful. 
Mr.  Culbertson  is  a  fluent  and  forcible  speaker,  and 
has  the  rare  faculty  of  impressing  his  audience  with 
the  sinceritj'  of  his  own  convictions,  on  whatever 
subject  he  may  be  speaking;  he  is  thoroughly 
Democratic  in  practice  as  well  as  in  theory.  His 
e.arly  years  were  passed  amid  the  vicissitudes  of  pio- 
neer times,  and  the  money  that  paid  his  tuition  and 
expenses  at  college  he  was  obliged  to  earn  for  him- 
self.    He  drove  oxen  on  the  road  and  at  the  plow, 
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shoveled  earth  as  a  section  hanrl  on  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railroafl.and  labored  atany  honest 
employment  he  could  And  to  do,  until  he  fitted 
himself  for  his  profession,  and  finally  achieved  the 
position  to  which  his  talent  entitled  him. 

In  February,  lfsG6.  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Culbert- 
son  and  Miss  S.  E.  Day  was  celebrated.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Timothy  Day,  Esq.,  and  was  born  in 
Van  Buren  C'ount3',  Iowa,  in  1844. 


^4l       )i;ASHINGTON  D.    GILBERT,  an  earlyset- 

\/iJ/l  tlei'  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  a  member  of 
\y\y  the  well-known  lumber  firm  of  Gilbert, 
Hedge  &  Co.,  vvas  born  at  Cassville,  Crawford  Co., 
Wis.,  Feb.  G,  IH'i!).  His  father.  Samuel  Gilbert, 
was  born  at  Booneville,  Ky.,  and  removed  to  Wis- 
consin Territory  in  1828,  and  settled  at  Cassville, 
and  two  years  later  removed  to  Prairie  du  C'liien, 
and  then  worked  at  his  trade  (blacksmith)  until 
1822,  when  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In 
184G  lie  moved  up  into  the  pinery  and  located  on 
tlie  Menominee  River,  and  bought  the  Middle 
Mills,  wliere  he  continued  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber until  1850,  when  he  removed  to  Albanj',  111., 
and  after  a  residence  of  twelve  years  at  that  place, 
he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  lived  with  his  son, 
J.  W.  Gilbert,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the 
fall  of  1871.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years, 
djMng  in  1885.  Oursuhject  began  his  business  career 
as  a  clerk  with  the  firm  of  Nelson,  Gilbert  &  Co.,  at 
Wilson's  Landing,  Wis.,  remaining  with  them  for 
three  years.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  with  his  brother  Samuel,  they 
purchasing  the  lower  Eau  Claire  Mill  in  1848,  on 
the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Eau  Claire.  In  1851 
he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  John  W.,  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness at  that  place.  They  began  business  in  a  small 
way,  having  less  th!ln  $2,000  capital  between  them, 
but  from  that  small  beginning  has  grown  the  ex- 
tensive and  prosperous  business  of  Gilbert,  Hedge 
&  Co.,  of  to-da}'.  The  history  of  the  firm  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  Gilbert  has  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  pine  lands,  and  has  been  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  in    Wisconsin. 

■4« 


At  this  writing  he  is  the  proprietor  of  a  large  saw- 
mill  at  Glenmont  on  the  St.  Croix  River,  and  is 
also  largely  interested  in  pine  lands  in   that  region. 


i]^ON.  JOHN  L.  CORSE,  a  worthy  citizen  and 
'^  early  settler  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born 
in  Dover,  Del,  March  5,  1813,  and  was  a 
son  of  Hansen  and  Gertrude  (Lockwood) 
Corse.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and  on 
reaching  manhood  went  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
where  his  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Murray  was 
celebrated.  She  was  born  in  that  cit}%  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Murraj',  Esq.,  and  was  descended  from 
an  old  Virginia  family  of  which  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall was  a  member.  Mr.  Corse  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  carriages  in  Pliiladelphia  for 
several  years.  He  next  took  up  his  residence  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  subsequently  removing  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  later  to  Belleville,  111.,  and  in  1812  he  came  to 
Burlington  and  engaged  in  the  carriage-m.aking 
business.  Several  j'ears  later  he  sold  his  carriage 
factory,  engaging  in  the  book  anri  stationery  tr.ade. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corse  reared  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren :  The  eldest,  John  M.,  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Miss  Ellen  Prince,  and  the 
second  Miss  Fannie  McNeil,  a  neice  of  ex-President 
Pierce;  he  is  a  prominent  Democratic  politician, 
and  is  now  Postmaster  at  Boston,  Mass.  Virginia, 
who  was  born  at  Belleville,  111.,  March  15,  1839,  is 
the  wife  of  Martin  C.  McArthur,  of  Burlhigton, 
Iowa;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  C.  Hunt,  of 
Chicago;  the  youngest,  Sarah  A.,  is  now  in  Europe. 
Mrs.  Corse,  who  was  a  lady  of  fine  accomplishments 
and  great  social  popularity,  died  Sept.  28,  1866. 
Mr.  Corse  survived  his  wife  but  a  year  and  a  half, 
his  death  occurring  March  22,  1868.  He  was  a 
Deraocr.at  in  politics,  and  was  chosen  to  represent 
his  district  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  Alder- 
man for  three  terms,  1844,  1851  and  1852,  and 
served  as  Mayor  during  1845  and  1846  and  1856 
and  1857.  Mr.  Corse  was  a  member  of  Burlington 
Lodge  No.  20,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  served  as  Junior 
Warden  of  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa.  For 
years  he  served  as  a  member  and  President  of  the 
School  Board.    He  was  a  zealous  friend  of  the  pub- 
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lie  school  sj'stem,  when  that  S3'stera  needed  friends, 
and  established  it  on  such  a  firm  and  enduring  basis 
that  tlie  Independent  School  District  of  Burlington 
to-day  ranks  as  one  of  the  best,  not  only  in  Iowa, 
but  throughout  the  United  States.  He  died  highly 
respected  as  a  citizen  .and  held  in  high  esteem  by  a 
warm  circle  of  friends. 


:f/_^  ON.  FRANKLIN  AVILCOX,  now  living  a 
'^"J  retired  life  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born 
in  Addison  Count}',  Vt.,  June  24,  1810, and 
is  a  son  of  Fliny  and  Marj-  (Remele)  Wil- 
cox. Pliny  Wilcox  was  a  native  of  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  of  Welsh  descent,  though  the  family  resided 
in  this  counUy  during  Colonial  days.  His  wife  was 
a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  of  Holland  descent.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  taken  to  Portage  County, 
Ohio,  in  early  childhood  by  his  parents,  later  re- 
moving to  Medina  County,  and  from  there  to  Iowa 
in  1836,  locating  in  what  was  known  as  the  Ilalf- 
Breed  Tract,  in  Lee  Count}^  where  he  purchased 
about  2,000  acres  of  land.  During  the  winter  of 
1838  he  sold  his  land  and  went  to  Illinois,  locating 
at  Commerce,  afterward  called  Nauvoo.  He  re- 
turned to  Lee  County,  Iowa,  about  the  year  1841, 
and  in  1845  located  in  Union  Township,  Des 
Moines  County,  engaging  in  farming  until  1863, 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Burlington,  since 
making  this  city  his  home.  In  1861  Mr.  Wilcox 
had  the  honor  of  being  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  three  years  afterward  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  fifteen 
j'ears.  He  was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
Board  of  County  Supervisors,  acting  as  Chairman, 
and  also  served  as  Sheriil  of  Des  Moines  County. 
In  earlier  life  a  Whig,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party   he  joined  that  bod}'. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  Mr.  AVilcox  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Johnson,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Johnson.  She  was  a  native  of  Addi- 
son County,  Vt.,  and  to  them  were  born  two  sons. 
Henrj-  F.,  the  elder,  married  Miss  Harriet  Hedges, 
and  now  resides  on  a  farm  near  Gladstone,  III. 
His  wife  died    in   1879,  leaving  a   family   of   tliree 


children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  AYhen  the 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  1861,  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  offer  his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union, 
enlisting  in  May,  1861,  in  Company  K,  33d  Illinois 
Infantry.  After  serving  tliree  years,  the  Rebellion 
still  not  ended,  he  again  enlisted,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  participating  in  all  the  engage- 
ments in  which  his  regiment  took  part,  fortunatelj' 
escaping  without  injury.  Plin}',  the  second  son, 
gave  his  life  to  his  countr}'.  In  October,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  the  1st  Iowa  Cavalrj',  Comi)any  C,  went 
with  his  regiment  to  the  front,  and  died  at  Bloom- 
field,  Mo.,  July  19,  1863,  from  disease  contracted 
while  in  the  service. 

Mrs.  Wilcox  died  in  1844,  and  in  184.5  Mr.  Wil- 
cox married  Miss  Harriet  Eliza  Weeks,  a  daughter 
of  John  M.  Weeks,  of  Salisbury',  Vt.,  who  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  John  Alden  and  Priscilla  Mul- 
lens, who  came  to  America  in  the  "Mayflower,"  in 
1620.  By  the  second  marriage  he  has  three  daugh- 
ters: Maria,  now  the  widow  of  Hiram  Parker,  lives 
in  California;  Mary  E..  at  home;  and  Harriet  L., 
now  the  wife  of  Dr.  .Samuel  E.  Nixon,  of  Burling- 
ton. 

With  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  at  Nauvoo, 
Mr.  Wilcox  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa  for  more 
than  a  half-century,  forty-seven  years  of  which  time 
he  has  been  a  citizen  of  Des  Moines  County.  At 
one  time,  and  while  a  resident  of  that  count}',  he 
was  personally  acquainted  with  every  man  in  Lee 
County.  The  changes  that  he  has  lived  to  witness 
are  wonderful  indeed.  AVhen  he  first  settled  in 
Iowa  there  were  in  all  the  Territory  but  10,000  in- 
habitants, to-d.ay  there  are  upward  of  2,000.000. 
Railroads  were  then  unknown,  to-day  every  county 
seat  of  the  ninety  and  nine  has  its  railroad.  Bur- 
lington was  then  a  straggling  village,  now  it  is  the 
metropolis  of  Eastern  Iowa.  Improvements  are 
upon  every  hand,  the  waste  places  have  been  made 
smooth,  and  the  whole  land  has  "been  made  to  blos- 
som as  the  rose."  In  all  the  stirring  events  that 
have  transpired  in  the  fifty-two  years,  Mr.  Wilcox 
has  not  been  an  idle  observer,  but  an  active  partici- 
pant. 

In  his  religious  views,  Mr.  Wilcox  is  liberal,  not 
being  identified  with  any  church,  though  he  was 
reared  under  the  religious  instruction  of  the  Con- 
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gregational  Church,  of  which  body  his  daughters 
are  members,  his  wife  being  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  As  a  pioneer,  as  a  citizen,  one  who 
loves  his  country  and  his  fellowmen,  Mr.  Wilcox 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 

^  N.  McGOlIAN  is  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Danville  Township  residing  on  section  23. 
It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  so  much  of  the 
(^^y  earl}'  histor.y  of  men  of  note  in  this  county 
is  unobtainable.  Daniel  McGohan,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  left  an  or|)han  at  an  earlj-  age,  his 
father  dying  before  Daniel  was  born, and  the  mother 
a  short  time  afterwarr].  The  father  of  Daniel  Mc- 
Gohan was  born  in  Ireland,  and  after  coming  to 
America  wedded  Mrs.  IJulson,  a  widow.  Both  had 
been  married  previousl3',and  Daniel  was  the  young- 
est child  of  the  second  marriage.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Pennsylvania,  in  which  State  his  parents 
lived.  Left  among  strangers  when  a  mere  child,  he 
was  cared  for  in  a  measure  by  a  family  named  Col- 
lins for  a  few  years,  then  became  an  inmate  of  Mr. 
Wells'  family,  with  whom  he  remained  until  his 
fourteenth  j'ear,  when  lie  began  the  battle  of  life 
alone.  With  the  whole  world  before  him,  and  a 
pair  of  strong  arms  to  begin  the  struggle,  Daniel 
sought  employment,  and  the  next  authentic  account 
of  him  begins  with  him  leaving  the  Wells  family, 
who  tlien  lived  near  Maj'sville,  K}'.  His  brother 
Peter  and  himself  left  together,  and  engaged  with 
a  farmer  for  a  few  months  in  another  part  of  the 
county,  and  thus,  being  employed  at  anything  that 
could  be  secured,  both  grew  to  manhood,  neither 
having  an  opportunity  for  education,  and  having 
the  grim  fact  staring  them  in  the  face  of  being  com- 
pelled to  fight  their  way  alone  in  a  world  not  always 
friendly.  There  were  other  half-brothers  and  sis- 
ters, only  one  of  whom,  Hutson,  who  resided  for  a 
long  while  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  and  died 
there,  can  be  mentioned.  Peter  became  separated 
from  his  brother  Daniel  before  either  was  married. 
The  brothers  worked  upon  a  keelboat,  and  made 
several  trips,  going  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
Rivers  as  far  as  Natchez,  Miss.,  returning  on  foot 
through  the  wilderness  to   the    place    of   starting. 


Upon  the  last  trip  Peter  decided  to  go  to  New  Or- 
leans, and  bidding  his  brother  good-by,  they  separ- 
ated never  to  meet  again,  as  Peter  was  not  heard 
from,  and  perhaps  died  in  the  Southern  country.  By 
hard  work  Daniel  McGohan  saved  money  enough  to 
purchase  a  small  farm  in  Bracken  County,  Ky.,  hav- 
ing previously'  married  a  Miss  Plicebe  Insloe.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Jemima,  wife 
of  Harrison  Ellis;  Sarah,  wife  of  Richard  Golds- 
bniy;  Mary  and  Joseph  both  died  in  childhood. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  McGohan  mar- 
ried Lydia  Dunn,  and  fourteen  children  were  born. 
The  family  removed  to  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
about  1828,  where  the  husband  purchased  a  farm, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives  the  parents 
were  residents  of  that  county.  The  father,  who 
was  born  March  4,  1783,  died  April  6,  1871,  aged 
eighty-eight.  His  wife,  who  in  life  was  a  true  and 
faithful  companion,  preceded  him  four  days,  hav- 
ing reached  her  eighty-first  year.  Daniel  McGohan 
enlisted  .as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  but  an  at- 
tack of  illness  kept  him  from  going.  He  secured  a 
substitute,  and  after  recovery  presented  himself 
for  duty,  but  the  substitute  refused  to  give  up  the 
place,  and  so  he  returned  to  his  farm  and  family. 

Of  their  fourteen  children  six  are  living:  Phoebe 
is  the  wife  of  Absalom  Wood,  a  farmer  of  Cler- 
mont County,  Ohio;  Andrew  J.,  residing  in  the 
same  county,  is  the  husband  of  Lucinda  Thomp- 
son;  James  Nelson,  our  subject;  Martha  A.,  wife 
of  Alex  P.  Ilenning,  a  farmer  of  Brown  County, 
Ohio;  Henry  J.  married  Lucinda  Musgrove,  and 
after  her  death  Sar.ah  Thompson,  and  they  are  also 
residents  of  Clermont  Countj-,  Ohio;  Elijah,  a 
farmer  of  Brown  County,  Ohio,  is  the  husband  of 
Harriet  Thompson,  a  cousin  of  Sarah. 

James  N.  McGohan,  our  subject,  was  born  Aug. 
3,  1823,  in  Bracken  County,  Kj'.,  and  being  reared 
in  the  midst  of  a  large  family,  upo.n  a  farm,  he 
secured  a  meager  education  during  his  boyhood. 
Remaining  at  home  until  fully  of  age,  his  first  trip 
into  the  world  was  an  event  of  importance  to  him. 
Possessing  a  good  horse,  the  young  man  mounted 
him,  after  bidding  his  friends  and  relatives  adieu, 
and  Dec.  25,  1845,  he  turned  his  face  toward  the 
West,  being  the  possessor  of  S25.75  in  cash,  and  the 
horse  he  rode.     Making  easy  rides,  and  stopping  a 


f 


JU. 


670 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


few  days  where  employment  could  be  secured,  the 
trip,  which  had  for  its  ol)jective  point  Burlington, 
Iowa,  was  made  in  three  months,  he  reaching  this 
city  March  2,  1846,  with  his  cash  capital  increased 
after  paying  traveling  expenses,  he  now  having  $27 
in  his  purse,  and  the  same  horse  which  had  carried 
him  to  Iowa.  Mr.  McGohan  crossed  the  river  on 
the  ice  Mond.ay  evening,  and  on  the  Wednesday 
following  the  ice  broke  up.  He  was  the  last  to 
make  the  trip  across  that  icy  bridge  for  that  time, 
and  many  [jeople  stood  upon  the  bank  .anxiously 
watching,  fearful  that  the  horse  and  rider  would 
break  through  at  every  step.  Pushing  into  the 
country,  James  McGohan  obtained  work  with  Wol- 
cotl  Seymour,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  President  of  the  Bur- 
lington Insurance  Company ;  $9  i)er  month  was  the 
compensation  received  for  the  summer  spent  in  Mr. 
Seymour's  employ.  In  the  autumn  of  1846  he  took 
a  trip  South,  and  for  several  months  chopped  cord- 
wooil  near  Memphis,  Tenn.,  returning  to  Iowa  the 
next  spring.  Having  spent  iiis  cash  capital,  and 
again  being  ready  to  begin  work  in  the  new  coun- 
try, he  hired  by  tlie  month,  and  until  his  marriage 
in  October,  1848,  his  time  was  spent  in  the  employ 
of  others. 

His  wedding  was  celebrated  at  the  residence  of 
John  Crawford,  whose  daughter.  Minerva  A.,  was 
the  bride.  The  j'oung  couple  began  domestic  life 
upon  a  rented  farm  in  Flint  River  Township.  After 
his  marriage  an  era  of  prosperity  began  with  Mr. 
McGohan,  though  he  rented  lands  until  1852,  and 
in  that  year  purchased  a  farm  in  Pleasant  Grove 
Township,  and  in  186H  became  the  possessor  of  his 
present  homestead.  His  children  have  all  been 
born  and  reared  in  the  county,  and  we  are  glad  to 
mention  the  individual  members:  Daniel  W.  is  now 
deceased;  Martha  J.,  residing  at  home;  John  W., 
Esther  A.  and  William  H.,  are  .all  deceased ;  Frank- 
lin P.,  the  husband  of  Maggie  Holland,  is  a  farmer 
of  Washington  Township,  this  county;  Lydia  E., 
wife  of  William  A.  Chad  wick,  a  resident  of  Pleas- 
ant Grove  Township,  Des  ]\Ioines  Count}';  Charles 
remains  upon  the  farm  aiding  his  father  in  the  work; 
Mary  M.  and  .Sarah  J.  were  twins,  and  the  former 
is  now  deceased. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  McGohan  occurred  March  25, 
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1887.  she  having  lived  to  see  her  children  grown  and 
educated.  She  was  sixt^'-one  years  of  age,  and  in 
the  sketch  of  the  Crawford  familj-  elsewhere  in  this 
volume  will  be  found  an  authentic  history  of  her 
father's  famil}-.  She  was  a  model  wife,  a  loving 
mother,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Together  she  and  her  husband  had  shared  compara- 
tive poverty,  and  together  thej'  later  enjoyed  the  ease 
and  comforts  which  those  of  frugal  habits  and  en- 
ergetic lives  surround  themselves  with.  In  speak- 
ing again  of  Mr.  McGohan,  we  offer  this  sketch  as 
an  example  of  a  self-made  man,  who,  with  his  brain 
and  muscle,  has  .ichieved  within  a  few  years  a  com- 
petence for  old  age,  and  perhaps  there  is  no  one  of 
his  j'ears  residing  in  the  county  who  has  attended 
more  strictly  to  details  in  business.  This  is  a  wel- 
come and  valuable  contribution  to  a  series  of 
sketches  of  the  representative  people  of  Danville 
Township,  and  is  presented  with  pleasure. 


"^(OHN  W.  CADWALLADER,  a  highly  re- 
spected pioneer  of  Burlington,  w.as  born  in 
Delaware  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  10,  1823,  of 
Welsh  parentage.  His  father  was  the  Rev. 
David  Cadwallader,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  married 
Miss  Mary  Jones  in  his  native  countr}',  and  emi- 
grated from  Wales  to  America  in  1820.  He  at 
first  settled  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  but  later  moved  to 
Delaware  County,  Ohio.  He  was  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  w.as  also  engaged 
in  farming  at  the  time  his  death  occurred,  Oct.  19, 
1855.  His  most  estimable  wife  died  of  grief  one 
month  and  three  d.ays  later. 

John  W.  Cadwallader  spent  his  early  life  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  when  of  proper  age  was  aj^pren- 
ticed  to  the  tailor's  trade  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  After 
serving  his  term  of  ap[)renticeship  he  worked  a  few 
years  as  a  journeyman,  and  then  went  to  New  York, 
where  his  family  had  resided  a  few  years  during 
his  youth.  He  returned  to  Ohio,  and  on  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Mexican  War  was  ambitious  of  mili- 
tary honor,  and  hearing  that  Col.  Stephenson  was 
raising  a  regiment  at  New  York,  he  hastened  to  join 
it.  only  to  be  disappointed  on  his  arrival,  finding 
the  regiment  full  and  in  the  act   of  embarking  for 
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the  seat  of  war.  Mr.  Cadwallader  at  once  started 
to  St.  Louis,  hearing  that  Col.  Doniplian  was  there 
organizing  a  regiment.  Again  he  was  doomed  to 
disappointment,  as  he  found  on  reaching  St.  Louis 
that  Doniphan  and  his  regiment  had  left  the  city 
en  route  for  Santa  Fe.  He  then  came  to  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  in  the  summer  of  1846.  and  at  last  suc- 
ceeded in  being  enrolled  as  a  soldier  for  the  Mexican 
War,  enlisting  in  Capt.  Morgan's  companj'  of 
mounted  volunteers.  Still  further  disappointment 
awaited  him.  and  the  cherished  wish  of  his  heai't, 
that  of  serving  in  Mexico,  was  defeated,  as  the 
Government,  instead  of  sending  the  company  to  the 
front  as  was  expected,  ordered  them  on  detached 
service  guarding  Government  property  at  F"!.  At- 
kinson, and  in  conducting  the  Winnebago  Indians 
to  their  new  reservation  on  Crow  Ai'^ing  Kiver,  100 
miles  north  of  St.  Paul.  After  fifteen  months  of 
service  he  was  mustered  out. 

Mr.  Cadwallader  returned  to  New  York  State  on 
a  visit,  but  another  event  as  important  as  the  Mexi- 
can War  now  attracted  his  attention,  that  of  the 
gold  fever  of  1849.  He  determined  to  go  to  Cali- 
fornia in  search  of  wealth,  instead  of  as  formerly, 
for  glory.  He  returned  to  Burlington  in  the  spring 
of  1849,  and  joining  two  young  men  of  equally'  ad- 
venturous spirit,  they,  with  an  outfit  of  four  yoke 
of  oxen.  Wagon,  supplies,  and  a  saddle  horse  each, 
joined  the  first  wagon  train  westward  bound.  They 
crossed  the  plains  and  reached  the  gold  fields  of 
California  in  126  days  from  the  date  of  departure. 
Mr.  Cadwallader  spent  three  jears  in  mining  for 
gi)ld  in  the  placer  diggings  of  the  Sacramento  River 
with  fair  success,  and  had  the  usual  wild  experiences 
of  that  region.  In  1853  he  returned  to  the  States, 
via  the  Isthmus  and  New  York,  and  again  located 
at  Burlington.  After  one  year  spent  in  the  grocery 
trade  he  engaged  in  the  transfer  business  at  Bur- 
lington, at  which  he  was  employed  seven  years, 
and  then  resumed  the  grocery  business  for  twelve 
years.  Following  that  Mr.  Cadwallader  tried  the 
brick  business  three  years,  satisfying  his  taste  in 
that  direction,  and  he  then  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Wolverton  &  Co.,  forwarding  and  com- 
mission merchants.  Three  3-ears  later  he  retired 
from  that  business  and  accepted  the  position  of  City 
Weighmaster,  filling  the   same  satisfactorily   for  a 


term  of  three  years,  since  which  time  he  has  retired 
from  active  business,  except  the  care  of  his  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  Cadwallader  was  married  at  Burlington.  Fob. 
26,  1854.  to  Mrs.  Roenna  Rotharmel.  widow  of 
Peter  Rotharmel,  and  daughter  of  ?>noch  and  Ro- 
sanna  (French)  Jones.  Mrs.  Cadwallader  was  born 
in  Hamilton  Count}',  Ohio,  Dec.  2,  1823.  She  had 
two  children  by  her  former  marriage:  May  Eliza 
and  Charles  Henrj',  both  deceased.  Of  the  latter 
marriage  four  children  were  born,  only  one  of  whom^ 
a  daughter,  is  living:  Amba  Ella,  wife  of  Eugene 
Buttles,  grocer,  of  Burlington.  Mrs.  Cadwallader  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  Bur- 
lington, having  joined  in  1850.  In  addition  to  his 
other  business  experience  Mr.  Cadwallader  has 
spent  four  years  as  wharfmaster  of  Burlington.  He 
is  independent  in  politics,  supporting  the  best  man 
for  office,  regardless  of  party.  He  joined  the  Odd 
Fellows  in  1856.  and  is  a  member  of  Washington 
Lodge  No  1.  the  oldest  lodge  of  the  order  in  the 
State.  Mr.  Cadwallader  has  been  prominently  known 
to  the  citizens  of  Burlington  for  forty-two  3'ears,  and 
deserves  and  enjoj'S  the  highest  respect  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens. 

1^  EV.  JOHN  CALVIN  McCLINTOCK,  D.  D.. 
ilWr  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
(^\  Burlington,  Iowa,  since  January,  1871.  is  a 
^0native  of  Pennsj'lvania,  born  at  Carmiehael, 
Greene  Count}',  Aug.  20,  1843,  and  his  parents. 
Rev.  John  and  Maiy  (Orr)  McClintock,  are  na- 
tives of  Washington,  Pa.  His  father  is  a  distin- 
guished minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
has  served  his  present  congregation.  New  Provi- 
dence, Carmiehael.  Pa.,  for  fifty  years.  Rev.  Mc- 
Clintock, Sr.,  was  born  in  1807,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  father.  William  McClintock,  was  a  native 
of  the  North  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  prior  to  the  Revolution  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania.  James  Orr,  the  maternal  grand- 
father, was  descended  from  an  old  Pennsylvania 
family,  and  removed  from  Chambersburg  to  Wash- 
ington in  1  798. 

Our  subject  graduated  at  Washington    College, 
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Pa.,  in  the  class  of  '62,  was  a  student  of  the  West- 
ern Theological  Seminary  until  1865,  and  then  came 
to  Iowa  to  accept  the  position  of  pastor  of  the 
Piesbj'terian  Church,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  serving  his 
congregation  with  ability  and  fldelit3'  until  Jan- 
uarj',  1871,  when  he  accei)ted  the  pastorate  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Burlington,  and  for 
seventeen  years  has  constantly  grown  in  favor  with 
his  present  charge.  Rev.  J.  C.  McClintock  was  one 
of  the  charter  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
of  Parsons  College,  Fairfield,  Iowa,  was  instrumental 
in  the  establishment  of  that  institution,  and  has 
maintained  his  connection  with  it  to  the  present 
time,  being  a  member  of  the  existing  Board  of 
Trustees.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was 
conferred  on  5Ir.  McClintock,  by  Monmouth  Col- 
lege, 111.,  in  1886.  While  not  an  active  parti- 
san, Mr.  McClintock  has  always  given  his  adherence 
and  support  to  the  Republican  party. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1865, at  Washington,  Pa., 
Rev.  J.  C.  McClintock  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Marj'  E.  McKean,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Fannie  J.  (Snodgrass)  McKean.  Mrs.  McClintock 
is  a  native  of  Washington,  Pa.,  and  four  children 
were  born  of  their  union,  all  sons — Paul  W.,  Will- 
iam M.,  John  Thomas  and  Calvin  Terry.  The  two 
elder  were  born  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  the  younger  in 
Burlington,  Iowa. 


^=4=4 


T~7- 


€>- 


OSCAR  C.  HOERR,  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  Burlington  S.addlery  Company,  was 
born  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  Feb.  15,  1861,  and 
is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Rosa  (Seppich)  Hoerr.  His 
parents,  who  are  highlj'  respected  citizens  of  Bur- 
lington, are  natives  of  Germany,  emigrated  to 
America  at  an  earl}'  day.  and  came  to  Burlington 
in  1858,  where  Mr.  Hoerr,  Sr.,  was  for  many  years 
engaged  in  the  iu:inufacture  of  crackers,  carrying 
on  a  large  jobliing  trade  in  that  line. 

Oscar  C.  Hoerr  was  educated  at  the  private 
schools,  also  at  Bryant  and  Stratton's  Business  Col- 
lege, then  was  employed  in  his  father's  office;  was 
afterward  an  emplo3'e  in  the  wholesale  grocery  house 
of  Biklen.  Winzer  &  Co.,  for  a  year.     In  the  sum- 


mer  of  1884  he  joined  Messrs.  Scholl,  Drachife  Has- 
sel.  in  the  wholesale  harness  and  saddlery  business, 
and  in  December,  1884,  was  one  of  the  incorpora- 
tors of  the  Burlington  Saddlery  Company,  of  which 
he  has  since  served  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Mr.  Hoerr  is  a  thoroughl}'  competent  l)usiness  man, 
and  has  conducted  the  rapidly  increasing  business 
of  his  house  with  marked  success. 


HILIP  COX,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  residing  on  section 
2,  Yellow  Spring  Township,  was  born  in 
Fairfield  County.  Ohio,  April  23,  1824,  and 
is  a  son  of  Covington  and  Euphemia  (Camp)  Cox, 
the  father  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  mother  of 
Somerset  Count}-,  Pa.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Philip  Cox,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Pickaway 
County,  Ohio,  where  Covington  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  lived  throughout  his  life,  and  died  in  1875, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  wife  survived 
him  until  1880,  she  also  dying  at  the  age  of  sevent}'- 
five.  They  were  both  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  Mr.  Cox  w.as  one  of  the  first 
Abolitionists  in  that  county;  was  liberal  minded, 
and  a  man  of  good  business  abilit}';  he  was  a 
leader  of  politics  in  the  community. 

Philip  Cox,  our  subject,  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
receiving  such  education  as  the  district  schools  of 
a  new  country  afforded,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  in  1844,  left  the  paternal  roof  to  come  to 
Iowa.  AVhile  en  route  he  ha|)|)ened  to  be  at  Nau- 
voo.  111.,  on  the  day  that  Joe  Smith,  the  famous 
Mormon  leader,  was  killed.  Airiving  in  Des 
Moines  County,  Mr.  Cox  first  located  on  section  3, 
Yellow  Spring  Township,  where  he  rented  a  farm 
for  two  j'ears.  and  then  purchased  115  acres  of 
land  on  section  2,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
though  the  farm  now  comprises  400  acres  of  some 
of  the  finest  land  in  the  township. 

In  August,  1844,  Mr.  Cox  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Laura  Hart,  a  native  of  Scioto  Cuunt}',  Ohio, 
and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Hart.  Twelve  children 
were  born  to  this  union:  H.  Clay,  who  served 
through  tlie  war  as  a  member  of  the  8th  Cavahy, 
was  killed  after  coming  liome  bv  a  horse  falling  on 
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him  in  December,  1867,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five; 
AVilliam,  now  in  Yaniiton,  Dak.;  Rachel,  wife  of 
William  Darlington,  of  Clarke  C'ountj',  Iowa; 
Samuel  B.,  residing  in  Dallas  County,  Iowa;  Timo- 
thy, whose  home  is  in  Warren  Count3-,  III. ;  Fran- 
cis, a  farmer  in  Yellow  Spring  Township;  Jane, 
wife  of  Laurel  Boss,  of  Lucas  County.  Iowa;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  John  Purcell,  of  Graham  County, 
Kan.;  George,  residing  in  Yellow  Spring  Town- 
ship; Olive,  wife  of  William  Mickey,  of  Louisa 
County,  Iowa;  Josephine,  wife  of  Joe  Wilson,  of 
Burlington;  and  M.ary  Ann.  who  died  in  childhood, 
in  1862.  Politically,  Mr.  Cox  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  pioneer,  and  one  of  the  well-known  and  re- 
spected citizens  of  Des  Moines  County,  and  his 
friends  and  neighbors  speak  in  high  terms  of  him 
as  a  good  citizen  antl  a  man  of  unimpeachable  in- 
tegrity. 


JAMESWIIITAKER.of  Burlington,  Iowa,  is  a 
native  of  the  Parish  of  Leeds.  England,  born 
Oct.  13,  1829.  and  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Jane  (Wood)  Wliitaker,  both  of  whom  were 
also  natives  of  Engl.and.  The  ancestr}'  can  be  traced 
back  to  James  Whitaker,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  who  was  a  commissioned  officer  in  tbe 
British  service  for  many  years,  afterward  becom- 
ing a  cloth  manufacturer,  and  a  well-to-do  mer- 
chant. William  Whitaker,  the  grandfather,  learned 
that  trade  with  his  father,  following  that  occupation 
through  life.  His  death  occurred  April  18,  1818, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two.  His  wife,  who  was  formerl3- 
Mary  Alderson.died  March  14,  1830.  The}'  reared 
quite  a  large  family,  namely :  Josei)h,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  British  service,  died  in  India;  James, 
a  cloth  manufacturer,  died  in  Leeds,  April  1,  1849, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three;  John  was  a  cloth  manu- 
facturer also,  and  died  Dec.  16,  1834,  at  the  age  of 
forty-three;  William,  a  man  of  wealth,  was  British 
Consul  at  Santos,  Brazil,  S.  A.,  and  died  Sept.  22, 
1 856,  leaving  a  large  family :  Hannah,  wife  of  James 
Settle,  died  March  27,  1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  ;  Lucy,  who  died  about  1 850  at  a  ripe  old  age, 
in  Morley.near  Leeds,  was  the  wife  uf  John  Hineh- 
cliffe;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Tbomas  Lupton,  died  Oct. 


5,  1885,  aged  eight^'-five  years;  George,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  the  youngest  in  the  family.  The 
parents  of  these  children  were  both  members  of  the 
Episcop.al  Church. 

George  Whit.aker  received  but  a  limited  educa- 
tion in  his  youth,  and  while  yet  a  boy  learned  the 
trade  of  machine  blacksmith.  When  eighteen  j'ears 
of  age  he  was  united  in  marrhage  with  Jane  Wood, 
and  in  Leeds  he  followed  his  trade  until  1849,  when 
the  family  emigrated  to  America,  settling  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio.  After  remaining  in  that  cit}'  a  shi)rt 
time  they  came  to  Burlington,  where  Mr.  Whitaker 
followed  his  tr.ade  for  a  number  of  years  and  then 
purchased  a  farm  in  Henry  County,  residing  upon 
that  land  until  1857.  Making  a  visit  to  his  native 
land,  he  remained  there  nearly  a  year  and  a  half, 
when  he  again  returned  to  Burlington,  purchasing  a 
farm  in  Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  County, 
upon  which  he  resided  until  the  spring  of  1867. 
Selling  his  farm,  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Bur- 
lington, living  a  retired  life  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  26,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventj'-nine 
years.  The  date  of  his  birth  was  Nov.  21,  1809. 
The  wife  who  had  been  the  sharer  of  his  joys  and 
soi'rows  for  over  sisl^'  years,  w!is  sepaiated  from 
him  but  four  weeks  when  she,  too,  passed  away.  She 
was  a  Weslej'an  Methodist.  Mr.  Whitaker  was  a 
man  of  great  physical  endurance,  of  strong  will,  and 
a  friend  to  any  enterprise  for  the  advancement  of 
the  people.  He  was  an  extensive  reader,  a  great 
thinker, and  could  express  himself  fluently  and  well. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children :  Our  sub- 
ject; Elizabeth,  wife  of  Simeon  Russell,  of  Burling- 
ton, whose  sketch  m.ay  be  found  on  another  p.age  of 
this  volume;  Joseph,  a  machinist,  is  a  resident  of 
Arkansas;  Mary  J.  died  while  a  young  lady;  AVill- 
iam,  a  machinist  by  tr.ade,  is  a  resident  farmer  of 
Jefferson  Count}',  Iowa;  Sarah,  born  in  the  summer 
of  1  844,  is  the  wife  of  A.  W.  Laughlin.  a  farmer  of 
Jefferson  Count}';  George  F.,  boin  in  August.  1848, 
is  a  railroad  conductor,  with  headquarters  at  Lafay- 
ette. Ind. 

At  the  early  age  of  eight  3'ears  James  Whit.aker, 
our  subject,  began  life's  battle  for  himself.  Perse- 
verance is  the  key  which  unlocks  the  fortress  of  suc- 
cess, and  by  the  study  of  his  life  we  see  that  victory 
has  crowned  Mr.  Whitaker's efforts;  the  portals  now 
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stand  open  and  the  battle  has  been  won.  Beginning 
the  sti'nggle  in  a  flax  .spinning  faetoiy,  twelve  hours 
of  the  (lay  were  spent  in  labor,  ten  in  the  factory 
and  two  at  school.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began 
learning  tiie  machinist  trade,  serving  a  term  of  ap- 
prenticeship for  over  four  years.  After  laboring 
hard  all  da}'  his  evenings  were  spent  in  the  study  of 
arithmetic  and  mechanics.  Believing  that  the  New 
AVorld  would  offer  a  better  field  of  labor,  he  decided 
to  go  to  America,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  after 
a  long  and  tedious  journey  f rom  JNIay  S  until  June 
14,  he  re.ached  America,  settling  eventually  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  in  1849.  After  working  on  a  farm 
for  about  a  year  he  came  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in 
1850,  here  working  at  his  trade  until  18.")I,  then 
going  to  .St.  Louis  he  was  e!nplo3'ed  at  journeyman 
work  in  a  machine-shop  for  a  year.  On  being 
offered  a  position  by  Renz  &  Bradly,  Mr.  Whitaker 
returneil  to  Burlington,  taking  charge  of  the  shops 
and  remained  in  that  position  until  1857,  when  he 
became  foreman  of  a  shop  in  Camden,  Ark.,  making 
that  his  home  until  18(j3.  Being  compelled  to  come 
North  on  account  of  the  war,  and  again  taking  ii|) 
his  residence  in  Burlington,  he  was  employed  in  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad  shops  for  some  time, 
and  then  for  a  little  while  followed  his  trade  in 
Burlington.  Going  to  St.  Louis  in  the  month  of 
February,  1864,  Mr.  Whitaker  accepted  the  position 
as  machinist  of  the  post  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  for  the 
Government,  snijerintending  the  machinery  at  the 
north  end  of  the  navy  yard  in  that  city.  Being  an 
enlisted  soldier,  in  May,  1864,  he  was  transferred 
to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  there  working  in  the  Govern- 
ment Military  Railroad  shops.  During  this  time 
his  family  still  remained  in  Camden,  Ark. ;  secur- 
ing a  permit  to  visit  them,  he  made  the  journey  of 
120  miles  on  horseback  through  the  rebel  country. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  in  March,  1866,  Mr. 
Whitaker  removed  his  family  to  Burlington,  and 
that  city  has  been  their  home  ever  since.  His  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  Feb.  7,  1856,  Miss  Susan  Kline 
becoming  his  wife.  She  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Kline, 
also  natives  of  the  same  State.  Five  children  graced 
this  union:  M.  J.,  wife  of  E.  S.  Edgar,  a  railroad 
employe  residing  at  Burlington;  William  IL,  re- 
siding at  Albert  Lee.  is  the  foreman   of  the   round- 


house  at  that  place;  Lizzie  H.,  born  in  1861,  died 
in  infanc}-;  James  and  Oliver  K.  both  died  in  in- 
fancy. Politically,  j\Ir.  Whitaker  is  a  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  served  on  the  City  Coun- 
cil one  term;  socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F. 
it  A.  M.  Having  passed  many  years  of  toil  and 
trials,  and  having  secured  a  competency  for  old  age, 
Mr.  Whit.aker  retired  from  Inisiness  life  in  1881.  In 
1882  he  took  a  trip  to  the  Old  World,  spending  a 
year  in  Europe,  and  again  in  1884  he  visited  his 
native  land. 

'■^^  BR  AH  AM  COLBY  is  an  honored  pioneer 
l@//J[|  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Des  Moines 
l4'  Count}',  residing  on  section  6,  Union  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Hamilton  Count}', 
Ohio,  Jan.  14,  1806,  and  is  a  son  of  Abraham  and 
Kesiah  (Mapes)  Colby,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Colby  with  their  family  moved  to  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  in  a  very  early  day,  and  there  lived 
until  their  death,  the  father  departing  this  life  in 
1806,  the  mother  about  the  }'ear  1828.  They  were 
honest,  industrious  and  highly  esteemed  people,  and 
were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  His  whole  life  has  been  spent 
upon  a  farm.  On  the  15th  of  May,  1828,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Wild,  and  the 
15th  of  May,  1888,  completed  for  them  sixty  years 
of  married  life  in  which  they  have  shared  each  oth- 
er's joys  and  sorrows,  pleasures  and  pain.  Together 
the}'  have  cared  for  their  children,  teaching  them 
in  their  youth  the  ways  of  sobriety  and  truth  until 
now  they  do  honor  to  this  worthy  couple.  Mrs. 
Colby  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  1, 
1810,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Storms)  Wild,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  lo- 
cated in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  about  the  year 
1800,  the  mother  deijarting  this  life  thereabout  the 
year  1840.  After  her  death  JNIr.  Wild  came  to  Des 
Moines  County,  his  death  occurring  about  the  year 
1872.     The    wife   was    a    devoted    member  of  the 
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United  Brethren  Church,  and  the  husband,  though 
not  a  member  of  any  church,  was  one  of  Nature's 
noblemen,  always  ready  to  help  a  fellow  traveler 
through  life. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colby  re- 
mained in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  where  the  hus- 
band was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  1 845. 
Then,  selling  the  farm  which  he  had  gre.<itly  im- 
proved, they  started  directlj^  for  Burlington,  Iowa. 
As  there  were  no  railroads  at  that  time,  the  journey 
had  to  be  made  partlj'  by  water  and  partly  by  team, 
but  at  length  reaching  their  destination,  Mr.  Colby 
purchased  100  acres  of  land  in  Flint  River  Town- 
ship, where  he  made  a  good  farm.  In  1853  that 
land  was  sold,  and  they  made  their  home  upon  a 
rented  farm  for  nine  years,  after  which  thirt}'  acres 
on  section  6,  Union  Township,  were  purchased. 
Ten  acres  have  been  added  to  this  tract,  and  now 
Mr.  Colby  has  one  of  the  best  imi^roved  farms  of 
the  county.     • 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Colby,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Sarah  B.  died 
in  infancy;  James,  after  his  marriage,  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  was  there  killed  in  a  mine;  Marj^  C.  be- 
came the  wife  of  Wilson  Robinson,  and  both  are 
now  deceased;  William  J.  died  in  infancy;  Nathan- 
iel was  called  to  his  final  home  in  1882;  Henry  is  a 
resident  of  California;  Alfred,  a  resident  of  Chi- 
cago, is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  Abraham 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Montgomery  County, 
Iowa;  Sarah  wedded  Joseph  Park,  a  farmer  in 
Woodson  Count}',  Kan. 

Although  far  past  the  prime  of  life,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Colby  are  yet  enjoying  good  health  and  are  well 
preserved,  both  in  body  and  mind.  Since  1839 
they  have  been  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and 
for  its  welfare  they  have  earnestly  labored.  Mr. 
Colbj'  has  filled  all  the  offices  of  the  organization, 
and  for  many  years  served  as  Class-Leader.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  Republican,  having  supported 
that  part}'  since  its  organization.  He  also  advo- 
cates the  enforcement  of  the  prohibitory  law,  and 
in  his  habits  he  is  strictly  temperate,  having  never 
used  liquor  or  tobacco  in  any  way,  and  has  now 
reached  his  eighty-second  year.  Honest,  upright 
in  all  their  public  dealings,  ever  ready  to  aid  the 
i>ecdy   or  comfort  the  attlioted.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colby 


receive  the  love,  respect  and  confidence  of  the  en- 
tire community,  and  as  pioneers  and  honored  citi- 
zens, they  deserve  an  honored  place  in  the  history 
of  their  county,  which  they  have  helped  to  place  in 
the  front  rank  in  the  great  State  of  Iowa. 
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■ifUDGE     MICHAEL     FLEMING,    one    of 

Burlington's  early  and  respected  citizens, 
was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  Sept.  17, 
1823,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
Fleming.  They  were  natives  of  the  same  county 
and  the  parents  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Mary,  wife  of 
Daniel  Foley,  of  Columbus,  Ga. ;  Ellen,  wife  of 
John  O'Brien,  who  is  deceased,  is  a  resident  of  Ire- 
land; Michael,  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  residing  in 
New  Orleans ;  John,  who  lives  in  St.  Louis ;  Bridget, 
a  widow,  also  residing  in  New  Orleans.  John  Flem- 
ing, the  father  of  these  children,  died  in  1832. 

Michael  Fleming,  of  whom  we  write,  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  countrj',  there  receiving  a 
common-school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  went  to  New  Brunswick,  arriving  Jan.  1, 
1840,  where  he  spent  two  years,  then  went  to  Bos- 
ton. He  landed  in  the  city  of  Boston  in  1842, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  journe^'man  in  a  cooper 
shop,  and  while  in  that  city  attended  the  celebra- 
tion of  Bunker  Hill  Monument.  On  the  4th  of 
October,  1843,  he  left  Boston  for  New  Orleans  in 
search  of  his  brother,  who  was  working  on  the  Big 
Black  Bridge  on  the  L.  &  C.  R.  R.,  arriving  on  the 
29th  of  tlie  same  month.  Early  in  the  following 
June  he  took  steamer  for  Vicksburg,  where  his 
brother  was  employed.  From  Vicksburg  he  went 
to  Madison,  Ind.,  remaining  one  summer;  from 
there  to  Donaldsonville,  La.  (seventy-five  miles 
above  New  Orleans),  remaining  in  the  latter  place 
also  a  year,  and  then  going  to  New  Orleans,  in 
which  city  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  the  chol- 
era. In  May,  1849,  he  came  to  Burlington,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home. 

In  1850  the  Judge  returned  to  New  Orleans, 
where  he  wedded  Margaret  Mahar,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  after  the  young  couple  arrived  at  their 
home  he  embarked  in  the  cooper  business,  which  he 
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followed  for  many  years.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  them,  four  sons  and  five  daughters;  John  J., 
Cashier  of  the  State  National  Bank  of  Burlington : 
Daniel  married  and  lives  in  New  Orleans,  La.; 
Mary  C  who  is  emploj'ed  in  the  Burlington  post- 
office ;  Elizabeth,  who  is  Mother  Superior  of  a  con- 
vent at  Kansas  Cit}'.  Mo.;  Johanna,  a  Sister  of 
Charitj'  in  Chicago;  Agnes,  also  a  Sister  of  Charity, 
in  Kansas  City;  Edmund  K.,  clerk  in  the  Auditor's 
office  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quinc^'  Rail- 
road, with  headquarters  at  Chicago;  William,  clerk 
in  the  National  State  Bank  of  Burlington ;  Mar- 
garet married  AVilliam  McDonald,  and  lives  in  Con- 
cordia, Kan. 

Judge  Eleming  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
is  a  man  well  posted  in  the  affairs  of  the  county 
and  State.  He  has  been  honored  with  the  follow- 
ing official  positions :  Justice  of  the  Peace,  being 
in  that  office  for  five  years,  and  Judge  of  the  Po- 
lice Court,  being  elected  in  1880,  and  re-elected  in 
1888.  Judge  Fleming  has  ahvajs  been  a  warm 
friend  to  education,  giving  his  children  the  best 
advantages,  and  the  family  holds  a  high  position  in 
the  city. 


j^,  WIGHT  DORMAN,  tie  and  fuel  agent  for 
the  lines  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  east  of  the  Missouri 
River,  and  an  employe  of  the  company 
1864,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Vt., 
Dec.  24,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  Eben  H.  and  Lu- 
cretia  (Kellogg)  Dorman,  the  former  a  native  of 
Charlotte,  Vt.,  of  Scotch  descent;  the  mother  a  na- 
tive of  Pittsford,  Vt.,  of  English  origin.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  received  a 
liberal  education,  spent  some  time  as  a  .salesman,  and 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  for  a  number  of 
years  at  Swantown,  Vt. 

Mr.  Dorman  was  married,  in  his  native  State,  to 
Miss  Lucy  F.  Bullard,  a  native  of  Vei'mont,  and  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Bullard.  Three  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Cai"- 
rie  L.,  now  the  widow  of  J.  D.  Perry,  resides  at 
Omaha,  Neb. ;  Charles  D.  is  in  the  railroad  employ 
with  headquarters  at  Omaha;  James  H.  died  iu  1883, 


since 


aged  thirty-one  years.  Mr.  Dorman  came  to  Bur- 
lington in  18Ci4  and  entered  the  service  of  the 
Burlington  cV  Missouri  River  Railroad,  and  has 
continued  with  that  com]5any  and  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  ife  Quincy.  with  which  it  was  consoli- 
dated, to  this  date,  covering  a  period  of  twenty- 
four  }-ears.  Since  1882  he  has  been  in  charge  of 
the  tie  and  fuel  department  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington it  Quincy  east  of  the  Missouri  River,  with 
headquarters  at  Burlington.  In  early  life  Mr.  Dor- 
man was  a  Whig,  but  is  now  Republican  in  politics, 
and  in  religious  sentiment  he  and  his  family  are 
Congregationalists.  He  is  an  unassuming,  practical 
man  of  business;  his  long  experience  in  tlie  depart- 
ment under  his  control,  and  the  fidelity  with  which 
he  has  discharged  the  duties  devolving  upon  him, 
together  with  his  zealous  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
company,  have  made  his  services  especially  valuable 
to  the  important  corporation  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  so  man^-  years. 


^8^ 


^^EORGE  W.  KELLEY.  Among  the  early 
III  (— ,  business  men  who  settled  in  what  is  now  the 
^^ij)  city  of  Burlington,  in  1835,  was  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  in 
July,  1809.  His  parents  died  when  he  was  a  lad 
of  thirteen  years,  and  he  then  became  an  inmate  of 
the  home  of  his  brother,  who  had  been  a  resident  of 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  for  some  years. 

Young  Kelley  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  his  brother,  who  was  a  practicing  attornej', 
but  later,  believing  himself  better  adapted  to  mer- 
cantile business,  abandoned  it.  In  1835  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Margaret  King,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam B.  and  Nancy  C.  (Miller)  King,  of  Martinsburg, 
Pa.,  and  people  highly  respected  in  the  community 
where  thej'  lived.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  were  the 
parents  of  six  children:  William  W. ;  Mary,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Gen.  B.  F.  Kellej',  a  soldier  of 
the  late  war;  James  K. ;  Margaret  J.;  Annie  E., 
who  married  D.  M.  Ewing,  an  early  settler  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  and  now  deceased;  Margaret  J.,  Mrs. 
Kelley,  who  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  famil}-. 

In  1835  Mr.  Kelley  came  to  Iowa  with  his  young 
wife,  and  was  the  third  man  to  establish  in  the  busi- 
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iiess  of  general  merchandising  in  the  city.  He  first 
located  in  an  unpretentious  store  on  Front  street, 
the  site  of  which  is  now  occupied  b}-  the  gas  works. 
Two  3'ears  later  he  was  burned  out,  saving  but  a 
small  portion  of  his  stock.  He  then  disposed  of  the 
remainder,  and  abandoning  mercantile  pursuits,  be- 
gan dealing  in  real  estate.  In  18.J2  he  went  to 
California  and  located  at  Marysville,  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  nursery'  business,  leaving  his  wife  in 
Burlington  to  educate  their  children.  He  prose- 
cuted the  nursery  business  on  the  Pacific  Slope  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  18G3. 

Mr.  Kelley  was  an  active  and  energetic  business 
man,  one  who  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people.  He  was  kind  and  indulgent  as  a  father  and 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  toward  his 
family.  In  early  life  he  was  an  old  Henry  Clay 
Whig,  but  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  gave  to  it  his  cordial  and  intelligent  support, 
and  continued  with  it  until  his  death.  To  Mr. 
Kellev  and  his  estimable  wife  there  were  born  six 
children :  Mary  J.  became  the  wife  of  P.  K.  Wil- 
son, an  attorney -at-law,  and  died  in  1857;  George 
E.  is  a  resident  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  the  two 
youngest  living  are  Maggie  E.  and  William  B. 
Two  children  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Kelley  is  still 
a  resident  of  Burlington,  where  she  has  lived  for  a 
period  of  over  fifty-two  years.  Upon  coming  here 
there  was  not  a  brick  house  in  the  town,  which  then 
gave  little  evidence  of  its  future  importance,  and  In- 
dians roamed  plentifully  over  this  part  of  the  Ter- 
ritorj'  of  Iowa.  Mrs.  Kelley  fulfilled  admirably 
the  duties  of  a  pioneer  wife  and  mother,  and  has 
been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
for  many  years. 

— ^N •.0*O.-@y^^@.-0*o.. -V-- 


MARTIN  CLARK  McARTHUR,  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Burlington,  and  a  resident 
of  the  city  since  November.  1856,  was 
born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y..  Sept.  16, 
1831,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Louden) 
McArthur.  His  father  emigrated  from  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  in  1812,  settling  in  New  York  State,  and 
his  paternal  grandfather,  the  Rev.  John  McArthur, 
was  banished  from    his  native  land   for  preaching 


doctrines  antagonistic  to  the  established  church  and 
the  prevailing  religious  belief.  A  change  in  the 
administration  occurring  soon  after  the  vessel  on 
which  he  was  being  transported  had  set  sail,  the 
order  of  banishment  was  revoked,  and  a  fleet  Gov- 
ernment vessel  was  dispatched  to  overtake  and 
bring  him  back.  He  returned,  but  his  spirit  de- 
manding freedom  that  the  intolerance  of  the  day 
would  not  brook,  he  turned  his  back  upon  his 
native  land  to  seek  a  refuge  in  the  new  country 
be3'ond  the  sea.  The  voyage,  which  was  made  in  a 
sailing-vessel,  was  long  and  tempestuous,  and  so 
great  were  the  privations  endured  that  the  grand- 
mother expired  at  sight  of  the  first  land,  it  is  said, 
from  joy  thereat.  Rev.  McArthur  worked  his  way 
westward  as  far  as  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  where, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  family,  he  settled  in  the 
small  village  of  Etna  near  Ithaca.  He  built  a  house, 
containing  a  large  room,  in  which  he  preached  the 
doctrines  he  so  loved  to  teach,  and  thus  spent  tiie 
remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  in  his 
ninety-second  year. 

John  McArthur,  the  father  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Louden,  of  old  Dutch  parentage,  and 
of  a  proud  ancestry,  her  father  having  borne  his 
part  in  the  Revolution  with  zeal  and  distinction 
under  Gen.  Israel  Putnam.  For  many  years  Mr. 
McArthur  conducted  a  general  merchandising  busi- 
ness at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  and  established  one  of  the  first 
fleet  of  boats  on  Cayuga  Lake,  upon  which  Ithaca 
is  situated.  He  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  rail- 
way train  while  crossing  the  track. 

Martin  C.  McArthur  was  early  trained  to  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  his  father's  store,  after  whose 
death  he  was  emploj'ed  for  several  years  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  supported  and  educated  a 
sister  to  whom  he  was  greatly  attached.  Her  un- 
timely death  caused  him  to  resolve  to  turn  west- 
ward. Following  up  this  resolution,  in  1853  he 
went  to  Chicago,  III.,  and  there  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  American  Express  Company,  where  by  close 
application  and  attention  to  the  duties  devolving 
upon  him,  he  gradually  gained  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  managers  of  the  company,  so  that 
when  the  Chicago,  Burlington  <fe  Quincy  Railroad 
was  completed  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  he  was  entrusted 
with  the  responsible  task  of  opening  up  the  com- 
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pany's  new  lines,  establishing  agencies,  and  the  gen- 
eral management  of  the  company's  affairs  in  what 
now  comprises  the  States  of  Iowa,  Minnesota, 
Nebraska  and  Missouri,  with  headquarters  at  Bur- 
lington. This  was  in  November,  1856.  For  twelve 
successive  years  Mr.  McArthur  served  the  company 
in  the  above  capacity,  extending  its  liranchcs  in  all 
directions,  and  laying  the  foundation  for  the  com- 
pany's present  stronghold  in  the  Northwestern 
,  States.  In  1868  Mr.  McArthur  severed  his  con- 
nection with  the  express  company,  and  embarked 
in  the  wholesale  notion  business,  in  partnership  with 
L.  H.  Dalhoff.  The  firm  prospered  beyond  all  ex- 
pectations, but  he  was  not  yet  entireh'  weaned 
from  his  early  avocation,  to  which  he  after  a  year 
returned,  remaining  with  the  express  company  until 
1880,  having  been  in  tlieir  service,  at  the  time  of 
his  last  and  final  retirement,  for  a  |ieriod  of  twenty- 
six  years.  At  this  time  his  jirivate  interests  were 
of  such  importance  as  to  employ  his  full  time  and 
attention.  The  remainder  of  Mr.  McArthur's  busi- 
ness career  was  a  very  busy  and  successful  one,  and 
many  and  diversified  were  the  channels  through 
which  his  ability  and  energy  showed  itself.  In  1881 
he  was  induced  by  an  old  friend  and  practical  rail- 
road builder,  J.  W.  Barnes,  to  join  with  him  in 
assuming  the  contract  to  build  100  miles  of  road 
for  the  Toledo,  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  Railroad, 
running  through  Indiana  and  Illinois.  Relying  on 
his  friend  Barnes  to  manage  and  conduct  the  con- 
struction of  the  same,  he  signed  the  contract. 
However,  Mr.  Barnes  died  shortly-  after  the  work 
was  commenced,  and  Mr.  McArthui'.  with  no  exper- 
ience in  railroad  building,  bound  to  the  execution 
of  a  contract  bj"  a  heavy  bond,  was  left  to  complete 
the  same,  which  he  did  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
company  and  to  his  own  profit.  No  other  example 
will  probably  illustrate  his  character  and  business 
ability  better  than  this.  It  was  only  by  force  of 
his  indomitable  will  and  push  that  he  was  enabled 
to  carry  the  staggering  load  that  was  at  that  time 
thrown  upon  him,  and  the  months  that  he  spent  in 
the  Indiana  swamps  made  such  impress  on  his  phy- 
sical health  that  he  has  never  been  able  to  shake  it 
off. 

Mr.  McArthur  has  at  all  times  been  prominently 
jilcntified  with  the  growth  and  prt)grcss  of  Burling- 


ton,  ever  ready  to  lend  his  brains  and  mone}'  to 
the  advancement  of  his  city  and  its  institutions. 
For  years  he  helil  a  seat  in  the  City  Council  when 
it  was  esteemed  an  honor  to  do  so,  there  showing 
the  same  fidelity  and  zealous,  painstaking  industry 
which  have  characterized  his  walk  through  private 
life.  He  was  instrumental  in  securing  and  building 
the  West  Hill  Street  Railroad,  was  the  largest 
stockholder  in  the  same  and  its  first  President.  He 
further  organized  and  w.as  for  j'ears  President  of 
the  Centennial  and  Home  Life  Insurance  Companies 
during  the  period  of  their  greatest  prosperity  and 
usefulness.  One  of  its  organizers,  Mr.  McArthur 
was  for  years  a  Director  of  the  Merchants'  National 
Bank,  of  Burlington.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  origi- 
nal stockiiolders  in  the  beautiful  Grand  Opera 
House,  one  of  the  finest  theaters  in  the  United 
States,  and  at  one  time  he  owned  and  operated  a 
flour  and  feed  mill  on  Main  street,  where  the  Pros- 
pect House  now  is.  Mr.  McArthur's  business  life 
has  been  most  trulj'  a  successful  one.  For  some 
years  past  an  atHiction  of  the  eyesight  has  compelled 
him  to  withdraw  from  all  participation  in  active 
business,  and  he  lives  in  quiet  retirement  at  his 
beautiful  home,  "  Ingleside,"  on  West  Hill. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1858,  Mr.  McArthur 
wedded  Virginia,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  L.  and 
Sarah  (Murray)  Corse,  pioneers  of  1842.  Mrs. 
McArthur  is  a  woman  of  strong  religious  and  chari- 
table instincts,  her  charity  being  dispensed  in  that 
quiet  and  unostentatious  manner  that  proves  it  of 
the  heart.  In  her  the  poor  of  Burlington  have  long 
recognized  a  friend,  and  her  friends  a  hospitable, 
kindly  housewife,  of  a  type  too  rarely  found.  Three 
children  bless  their  union:  William  Corse,  born 
July  22,  1860,  at  Burlington,  attended  the  Chicago 
University  in  1877-78, graduated  from  Cornell  Uni- 
versity at  Ithaca,  N.  Y..  with  the  class  of  '81,  and 
after  spending  a  year  in  the  Columbia  Law  School, 
in  New  York  City,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Bur- 
lington in  June.  1882,  and  in  May  of  the  same  year 
married  Miss  Harriette  Grant  Hanmer,  of  Syra- 
cuse. N.  Y.;  Murra3'  Adauis,  the  second  son.  was 
also  born  at  Burlington,  June  8,  1864,  received  bis 
education  in  the  public  schoolsand  Burlington  Uni- 
versity, married  Miss  Dais}'  Strickland,  of  Burling- 
ton, Oct.  5,  1886,  and  is  successfully  engaged  in 
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business;  Arthur,  the  youngest  son,  was  born  June 
27,  1866,  at  "  Ingleside,"  in  Burlington,  and  still 
resides  with  his  parents. 

In  Mr.  McArthur  we  recognize  that  type  of  pio- 
neer business  men  whose  industry  and  integrity 
have  given  the  great  impetus  to  all  this  northwest- 
ern country  that  has  brought  about  a  development 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  civilization,  and  he 
and  those  who  have  labored  like  him  have  left  an 
indelible  impress  on  the  age  of  their  activity. 


■^Y)  OHN  A.  BUTTLES,  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Burlington,  Iowa,  of  1842,  was  boin  in 
Switzerland  County,  Ind..  April  2,'i,  1 82s,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabelli  (Dickerson) 
Buttles.  His  father  was  born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt., 
and  was  of  English  and  Scotch  descent;  his  mother 
was  born  in  Switzerland  County,  Ind.,  of  Welsh  de- 
scent. Her  family  were  formerly  of  Maysville,  Kj'., 
and  among  the  early  settlers  of  Switzerland  Countj', 
Ind.  His  father  went  to  Indiana  when  a  young 
man  and  was  there  married.  The  familj'  emigrated 
to  Iowa  in  1842,  leaving  Indiana  in  September  of 
that  year,  traveling  by  steam,  the  journey  occupy- 
ing a  month,  and  reaching  Burlington  in  October 
following.  They  located  on  a  farm  now  within  the 
southern  limits  of  the  city.  Mr.  Buttles,  Sr.,  was  a 
teacher,  carpenter  and  farmer,  an  upright,  worthy 
citizen.  His  death  occurred  in  the  winter  of  1 844, 
his  wife  surviving  for  about  twelve  years.  Of 
the  six  children  of  their  family  who  came  to  Bur- 
lington, only  three  are  novv  living — John  A., 
George  and  Hiram.  The  two  latter  reside  in  Illi- 
nois. 

John  A.  Buttles  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  un- 
til 1849,  when  the  breaking  out  of  the  California 
gold  fever  exciting  his  ambition  for  travel  and  ad- 
venture, he  joined  the  expedition  to  cross  the  plains. 
Arriving  at  the  gold-fields  he  engaged  in  mining  at 
the  Placer  diggings,  but  later  he  carried  on  the 
grocery  business  at  Rough  and  Ready,  remaining  iu 
California  throe  3'ears.  He  returned  to  the  States 
by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  New  Orleans. 
In  the  fall  of  1852  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 


ness  at  Burlington,  in  company  with  Daniel  Haskell, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Haskell  &  Buttles.  They 
bought  the  old  sawmill  formerly  owned  by  Mr. 
McKell,  at  the  foot  of  South  street,  and  on  the  site 
built  and  improved  a  mill,  which  they  operated 
about  fifteen  years.  Later  Mr.  Buttles  was  inter- 
ested in  the  brick  business  with  Mr.  Harper,  but 
since  closing  out  the  same  he  has  dealt  in  real  estate 
and  devoted  his  time  to  loaning  his  surijlus  capital 
and  to  the  care  f>f  his  property. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1856,  Mr.  Buttles  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Jlary  A.  Rice,  daughter  of 
George  W.  Rice.  She  was  born  in  Porter  County, 
Ind.,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  in  1848. 
They  have  five  children  living:  George  R.  married 
Miss  Mary  Nilson,  and  resides  at  Brookfield,  Mo., 
where  he  is  a  train  dispatcher  for  the  Hannibal  <fe 
St.  Joseph  Railroad;  Eugene  M.  married  Miss  Ella 
Cadwallader,  and  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness at  Burlington ;  Olive  J.  is  the  wife  of  George 
Martin,  a  railroad  employe,  residing  in  Idaho;  Hat- 
tie  is  the  wife  of  James  Archibald,  an  employe  of 
Wyman  &  Rand,  wholesale  carpet  and  furniture 
dealers  of  Burlington,  Iowa;  Nora,  the  youngest 
daughter,  resides  with  her  parents.  Edward  died 
when  but  seven  years  old. 

Mr.  Buttles  is  an  Oild  Fellow,  a  member  of 
Washington  Lodge  No.  1,  the  oldest  lodge  of  the 
order  in  Iowa.  He  has  now  been  a  resident  of  Bur- 
lington for  nearly  half  a  century.  His  record  is 
well  known  to  his  fellow-citizens  as  that  of  an  up- 
right, honorable  man,  a  kind  husband  and  father,  a 
good  neighbor,  and  a  business  man  whose  integrity 
is  bej'ond  question,  and  whose  interest  is  always 
enlisted  in  ever}'  worthy  cause. 


iIpJIjARNEY  McPARTLAND,  a  passenger  con- 
liy^s  ductor  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
itt^jl)  ^^'''"oad  Company,  running  the  fast  train, 
^S^  known  as  the  "Flyer,"  between  Burlington 
and  Pacific  Junction,  on  the  Missouri  River,  was 
born  in   Providence,  R.  I.,  Aug.  13,  1855,  and  is  a 
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son  of  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Flynn)  McPartland. 
The  year  of  his  birth  his  parents  moved  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  so  that  he  made  his  advent  in  this 
city  as  an  infant.  He  attended  public  and  private 
scliools  in  his  boj'hood,  and  wlien  thirteen  3'ears  old 
became  a  railroad  euiploj'e,  working  as  water  bo3' 
on  the  line  of  the  Chicago.  Burlington  &  Quincj', 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  near  the  Burlington  bridge. 
He  and  his  brother,  John  H.,  the  present  general 
yardmaster,  used  to  carry  their  dinners,  crossing 
the  river  on  the  old  steamer  "Miner"  (which  was 
afterward  used  as  a  gunboat  in  the  late  war),  and 
put  in  a  day's  work  on  construction  like  little  men. 
After  the  completion  of  the  bridge  at  Burlington, 
Mr.  McPartland  continued  with  the  bridge  building 
crew  under  Dan  Martin,  as  foreman,  and  with  Rey- 
nolds and  Solpaugh,  contractors,  working  between 
this  citj^  and  Ft.  Madison.  Later,  he  went  to  Hanni- 
bal, Mo.,  with  A.  Walbaum  on  bridge  construction, 
engaging  more  or  less  in  train  service,  and  was  also 
emploj'ed  as  water  boy  on  construction  of  the  Quincy 
Branch,  between  Burlington  and  Quincj'.  In  1871 
he  began  as  brakeraan.  was  promoted  to  conductor 
in  1874,  and  continued  running  on  a  freight  until 
1881,  when  he  was  promoted  to  passenger  con- 
ductor, and  is  now  running  the  fast  train  between 
Burlington  and  Pacific  Junction,  near  the  Missouri 
River.  On  the  occurrence  of  the  engineer's  strike 
of  1888,  he  was  appointed  assistant  trainmaster 
during  a  temporary  suspension  of  train  No.  1.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  strike  a  trainload  of  passen- 
gers was  left  at  the  Burlington  Depot  without  en- 
gineer or  fireman,  and  Barney  McPartland  was 
called  on  to  mann  the  lever,  and  with  another  con- 
ductor, Dell  Ferguson,  as  fireman,  ran  the  train  from 
Burlington  to  Ottumwa,  gaining  thirty  minutes  of 
the  delayed  time  after  making  all  customary  stops. 
They  were  complimented  by  the  passengers  for  the 
perfect  manner  in  which  the  work  was  done,  and  on 
the  return  trip  thej'  brought  in  train  No.  4.  Mr. 
McPartland  took  an  active  part  in  aiding  the  com- 
pany to  continue  the  business  of  the  road  during 
this  late  strike. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1879,  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
Barney  McPartland  wedded  Miss  Mary  Curran, 
daughter  of  P.  and  Mary  Curran.  Mrs.  McPart- 
and  was  born  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and  came  to 


this  city  in  childhood.  Five  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  three  of  whom  are  living — Catherine, 
Mar}'  and  Gertrude.  Ellen,  the  third  child,  died  aged 
two  years  and  four  months,  and  the  onlj"  son  died 
in  infanc}'.  All  of  the  children  were  born  in  Bur- 
lington. 


i.HEODORK  WYKERT.of  Burlington  Town- 
ship, occupies  a  good  farm  on  section  18, 
and  besides  general  agriculture  makes  a 
specialty  of  stock-raising.  A  native  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, he  was  born  in  Marshall  County.  Nov.  27, 
1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Francis  and  Nancy  (Yoho) 
Wykert,  the  father  a  native  of  Penns^ivania  and 
the  mother  of  Virginia.  The  paternal  grandfather 
emigrated  from  Germany  about  1761.  settling  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  married  and  reared  a 
family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years.  They  also  married,  and  with  one  exception 
all  died  in  West  Virgina,  this  one  being  Nicholas, 
who  removed  to  Kansas  and  died  there  some  3-ears 
ago. 

The  record  of  the  children  above  mentioned  is  as 
follows:  Francis,  deceased,  married  a  Miss  Church 
of  this  county,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two 
children — John  and  Ellen;  his  second  wife  was 
Eliza  Bid  well,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children — 
Nancy,  Ada,  Florence,  Frank  and  Alaska.  Heniy 
J.  wedded  Julia  E.  Biddle,  and  tiiev  had  six  chil- 
dren— Elizabeth,  Nanc}',  Benton,  Frank,  Rachel 
and  Emma;  he  is  farming  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa. 
Lydia,  the  widow  of  Jesse  Parson,  reared  quite  a 
family,  and  is  now  residing  in  Marshall  Count}*,  W. 
Va. ;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  William  Tradu,  a  far- 
mer of  Louisa  Count}',  Iowa,  and  the  mother  of  six 
children — Francis  (deceased),  Jane,  Lydia,  Alberta. 
Henry  and  Isabelle ;  Nicholas  married  Miss  Caroline 
Pendegraph.and  to  them  were  born  three  children — 
Benton,  Caroline  and  Mary  J. ;  they  live  on  a  farm  in 
Burlington  Township,  this  county.  Catherine  is  the 
wife  of  Darance  Benedict,  a  farmer  of  Burlington 
Township,  and  their  family  comprises  James,  Mary, 
Laura,  Roselta,  Lilly,  Ethie  and  Lottie;  Nancy  by 
her  first  marriage  had  two  children,  John  and 
Frank,  and  the  same  by  the  second,  a  Mr.  Baker, 
Benjamin  and  James;    both    she  and    Mr.   B.    are 
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deceased.  Mary  J.  became  the  wife  of  Harris  Belk- 
nap, and  the  mother  of  two  children — Philander 
and  Marj'  J. ;  she  is  now  deceased.  A  sketch  of 
Thomas  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Francis  Wykert,  Jr.,  a  brother  of  our  subject, 
came  to  this  county  in  18:37,  and  went  to  work  by 
the  month  in  the  Flint  River  sawmill,  where  he 
staid  until  fall.  He  then  returned  to  the  Old  Do- 
minion where  he  spent  the  following  winter,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1838  all  the  family  started  for  the 
West,  making  their  way  bj'  boat  to  Cincinnati  and  St. 
Louis,  and  from  there  to  Burlington,  Iowa.  A  son, 
Henry,  had  preceded  them  to  this  region  in  1837, 
making  the  trip  overland,  and  while  passing  through 
Indiana  such  was  the  state  of  the  roads  his  wagon 
was  stuck  in  the  mud  so  that  lie  was  obliged  to 
leave  it  there  and  proceed  the  balance  of  the  jour- 
ney on  horseback. 

After  Francis  Wykert  had  landed  safely  in  this 
county  with  his  familj'  he  secured  eighty  acres  of 
Iai>d  from  the  Government,  upon  which  he  put  up  a 
log  cabin,  18x20  feet,  and  then  commenced  the  im- 
provement of  his  property.  His  thrift  and  indus- 
try bore  their  legitimate  fruits,  and  two  years  later  he 
was  enabled  to  add  to  his  real  estate.  This  he  finally 
sold  at  a  good  profit.  He  then  purchased  200  acres 
in  Louisa  Count}',  from  which  he  constructed  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  that  section. 

Upon  first  "coming  to  Iowa  the  AVykert  family 
settled  in  the  wilderness  where  the  howl  of  the  wolf 
and  whoop  of  the  Indian  often  saluted  their  ears. 
Wild  game  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful,  deer  often 
passing  close  by  their  cabin  door.  They  met  their 
first  great  atlliction  in  1841,  when  the  affectionate 
wife  and  mother  was  removed  by  death.  The 
father  only  survived  his  partner  about  four  years, 
bis  death  occurring  in  1845.  He  was  a  good  man 
in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term,  one  who  was 
alwa^-s  willing  to  assist  his  neighbors,  and  warmly 
interested  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people  around  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  attended  the 
schools  of  his  native  count}'  in  Virginia,  and  after 
coming  to  the  Hawkeye  State  assisted  his  parents 
in  building  up  the  new  homestead,  remaining  with 
them  until  twenty-two  years  old.  He  then  hired 
out  for  the  consideration  of  $8  per  month,  and  con- 


tinued  to  work  for  this  sum  a  period  of  three  j'ears. 
He  was  married,  in  1846,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Steenrod, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  daughter 
of  Ephraim  Steenrod.  This  marriage  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  five  children :  Harriet  became  the  wife 
of  Arthur  Ingram,  and  tiie  mother  of  five  children; 
she  is  now  deceased.  Rebecca.  Mrs.  William  Lav- 
ery,  is  the  wife  of  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Louisa 
County,  and  the  mother  of  two  children;  Thomas 
died  in  infanc}',  also  Chester  L. ;  Nancy  is  the  wife 
of  Alonzo  Wagner,  a  farmer  of  Louisa  County,  and 
the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Jennie. 

Mrs.  Mary  AVykert  departed  this  life  in  1858. 
She  was  a  lady  possessing  all  the  womanly  virtues, 
a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  was  greatly  mourned 
b}'  her  family  and  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Our 
subject  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Sterling,  who  was  born  in  Shelby  Count}',  Ind., 
April  30,  1836,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Elizabeth  (Cross)  Sterling,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  About  1850  Mr.  Wykert  established 
himself  on  a  farm  on  section  19  in  Burlington 
Township,  where  he  began  stock-raising  and  met 
with  success.  He  made  his  first  purchase  of  land 
about  1854,  paying  ^100  for  ten  acres,  which  are  now 
included  in  his  present  homestead.  To  this  he  added 
gradually,  and  when  it  is  learned  that  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  300  broad  acres,  some  idea  of  his  thrift 
and  industry  may  be  obtained.  In  1887  he  put  up 
an  elegant  two-story  residence.  In  1886  he  met 
with  loss  in  the  burning  of  his  barn  with  six  head 
of  horses  and  a  fine  cow,  together  with  all  the  other 
contents  of  the  building.  He  soon  rebuilt,  however, 
and  has  now  as  handsome  a  set  of  farm  buildings 
as  is  to  be  found  in  the  county.  He  is  ranked 
among  its  representative  men,  .and  politically,  votes 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket. 


\f]OHN  J.  FLEMING,  Cashier  of  the  National 
State  Bank  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Donaldson ville,  La.,  March  19,  1851.  His 
(j^//  parents,  Michael  and  Bridget  Fleming,  are 
natives  of  Ireland,  and  emigrated  from  that  country 
to  America  in  1844,  settling  in  Louisiana,  and  sub- 
sequently  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in   1856, 
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where  the}'  now  reside.     The  father  is  the  present 
Police  Judge  of  the  city. 

John  J.  Fleming  was  educated  at  Notre  Dame 
University,  Indiana,  and  on  his  return  to  Burling- 
ton was  employed  bj'  the  wholesale  dry-goods 
house  of  Howard,  Miller  &  Co.,  continuing  with 
that  firm  and  its  successor,  L.  II.  Dalhoff  &  Co..  until 
1871,  and  theu  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  Treas- 
urer's office  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road Company.  In  1S73  he  entered  the  National 
State  Bank  of  Burlington  as  assistant  book-keeper, 
and  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  book-keeper, 
then  Assistant  Cashier,  and  in  May,  1887,  was  chosen 
Cashier,  which  position  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Fleming 
has  proved  competent  and  faithful  in  the  discharge 


of  all  duties  devolving  upon  him,  has  earned  and 
enjoys  the  highest  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
officers,  stockholders  and  patrons  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Fleming  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  local 
affairs  of  the  city,  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  President  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Protective 
Union,  and  has  served  for  several  3'ears  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Burlington  Boat  Club.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  a  Democrat  in 
politics.  On  the  loth  of  May.  1884,  Mr.  Fleming 
was  married  at  Parker  City,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Mary  G. 
Bracken,  daughter  of  P.  Bracken,  of  that  city. 
Mrs.  Fleming  was  born  near  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  The}- 
have  two  children,  a  daughter  and  son — Esther 
aged  two  3'ears,  and  Philip,  an  infant. 


-<*■ 


*f 


^^ 


g4 


■^'   ^ui^  ^° 


c&TS^ 


.PtKw 


f^ 


CJ|Lfe 


=^=^(ae /^-s 


«sa 


■i : 


i?A^ 


^i^l--^ 


-♦- 


■^•- 


DES  MOINKS  COUNTY. 


685      4 


^INTRODUCTORY.  <m 


^^mc^?i 


yO  count}'  in  the  State  of  Iowa 
is  better  known  than  Des 
Moines,  and  from  the  time 
the  coinmand  was  given  to 
the  red  men  to  vacate  this 
\!?%^  Territory  and  move  on  to- 
waid  the  setting  sun,  it 
has  had  an  important  place 
in  tlie  history  of  the  country. 
Settled  by  an  enterprising  people, 
it  has  never  taken  a  backward 
step,  but  lias  continually  moved 
on,  doing  its  part  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  State,  furnishing 
men  to  help  put  down  the  great 
Rebellion,  and  to  occupy  positions 
of  honor  and  trust  in  the  State  and 
General  Governments.  No  county 
among  the  ninety  and  nine  comprising  the  State  of 
Iowa,  can  furnish  a  greater  array  of  names  of  men 
who  have  honored  tiieir  country  and  in  turn  have 
been  honored.  A  iiistory  of  the  State  and  of  the 
Nation  would  be  incomplete  without  mention  of 
James  W.  Grimes,  Augustus  C.  Dodge,  Henry  W. 
Starr,  E.  D.  Rand,  Thomas  Hedge,  A.  G.  Adams, 
William  Garrett,  and  a  host  of  others  th.at  might  be 
named,  both  among  the  living  and  the  illustrious 
dead.  In  the  preceding  pages  of  this  work  will  be 
found  a  biographical  record  of  hundreds  of  its  repre- 
sentative citizens,  including  pioneers  and  prominent 


men  of  the  present  day.  In  the  following  pages 
the  history  of  the  county  will  be  traced  without 
reference  specially  to  the  work  of  any  one  individ- 
ual, but  as  a  whole,  showing  the  progress  that  has 
been  made;  the  development  of  a  wild,  unbroken 
country  into  a  most  productive  one,  the  building 
up  within  its  boundaries  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
wealthiest  of  the  cities  of  the  State,  with  manufact- 
ories in  which  hundreds  of  men  find  employment, 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of  capital  are 
invested.  The  agricultural  and  the  railroad  interests 
will  be  properly  represented,  and  the  grand  record 
of  Des  Moines  County  in  the  last  great  war  be 
given. 

Few  men,  even  among  those  who  are  the  most 
active,  and  who  have  been  eye-witnesses  of  it  all, 
can  realize  the  progress  made,  or  what  has  been 
done  during  the  fifty-five  years  in  which  the  Terri- 
tory has  been  the  abode  of  the  white  men.  Fifty- 
five  years,  did  you  say.?  Only  tifty-five  years  since 
the  Territory  was  thrown  open  for  settlement  to 
the  whites!  Yes,  only  fifty-five  j'ears.  In  the 
spring  of  1833  no  white  man  could  claim  a  foot  of 
Iowa  soil  as  the  place  of  his  permanent  abode.  The 
rights  of  the  Indians  were  carefully  guarded  b}' 
the  soldiers  of  the  General  Government,  and  no 
man  was  favored  little  or  much,  and  none  was  al- 
lowed to  come  in  and  possess  the  land  until  the 
morning  of  June  1st  of  that  year.  Behold  the 
change  that  has  been  wrought!     A  State  number- 
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ing  more  than  2,000,000  inhabitants,  with  many  en- 
terprising cities  and  villages,  a  school-house  at 
nearly  every  cross-road,  railroads  traversing  every 
county  and  reaching  every  county  seat.  In  but 
little  more  than  half  a  centur}'  more  history  has 
here  lieen  made  than  in  many  countries  of  the  old 
world  in  a  thousand  years. 

The  question  is  often  asked  why  men  leave  the 
comforts  and  pleasures  of  civilized  lands,  and  strike 
out  into  a  new  and  almost  unknown  country,  bear- 
ing the  toils  and  privations  which  are  unavoidable. 
The  question  is  easily  answered.  The  American 
people  are  naturallj^  of  an  enterprising  nature,  with 
broad  views  and  aspirations  that  cannot  be  held  in 
check.  As  a  country  grows  older  the  financially 
fortunate  become  more  grasping,  and  it  is  found  the 
wealthy  become  wealthier,  and  in  consequence  the 
poor  become  poorer.  Breathing  the  free  air  of 
heaven,  with  no  thought  of  becoming  the  slave  or 
willing  tool  of  any  man,  those  who  may  be  poor  in 
purse,  but  proud  in  spirit,  determine  to  seek  a 
place  where  the  desires  of  their  hearts  may  be  grati- 


fied, and  where  their  children  may  have  such  advan- 
tages as  they  would  not  otherwise  enjoy.  In  a  new 
field,  away  from  scenes  and  associations  that  tend  to 
hamper  the  spirit,  weak  men  have  become  strong, 
and  the  strong  stronger,  and  there  have  risen  a 
people  wiio  have  been  a  power  in  the  land  and  wiio 
have  developed  a  country  that  is  the  wonder  of  the 
civilized  world. 

But  all  this  has  not  been  achieved  without  a 
struggle,  without  incessant  toil.  The  young  men 
and  women  of  this  day  cannot  realize  the  toils  and 
privations  of  their  fathers  and  their  mothers,  of  that 
noble  band  of  pioneers  who  came  when  all  was  new, 
when  there  were  bridgeless  rivers  and  almost  bot- 
tomless sloughs  to  cross,  and  when  a  trip  of  half 
a  hundred  miles  to  market  was  more  of  an  under- 
taking than  it  is  now  to  cross  a  continent.  To  show 
something  of  all  this  is  the  oliject  of  this  publication, 
with  the  hope  that  a  perusal  of  its  pages  will  be 
some  incentive  to  coming  generations  to  emulate  the 
virtues,  the  heroic  courage  of  the  pioneer  and  the 
enterprising  class  of  citizens  wiio  have  in  late  years 
made  Des  INIoiues  County  their  iiome. 
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II E    traveler     tluough    Des 
Moines  Comity  in  the  year 
of    our   Lord,    1888,   woiitd 
never  for  a  moment  imagine 
tliat    this    county,    witli    its 
many  finely  improved  farms, 
with  a  railroad   train  of  hu- 
jeings,  stock  or  merchandise, 
ig  its  metropolis  almost  con- 
f,  had  ever  been  the  home  of 
ily  red  men.     But,  within  the 
iry  of  those  who  have  not  yet 
:;hed  their  threescore  years,  such 
''iPi  J^>3'', was  the  case.       Over    the    prairies 
and  through  the  timber  the  red  man 
'^i  '^     was  wont  to  come  and  go,  hunting 
^  I'  the   wild   game   which  everywhere 

abounded,  or  fishing  in  the  streams  that  flow  through 
the  county.  However  happy  they  may  have  been, 
they  were  at  least  free.  Sixt^'  years  ago  the  whites 
had  scarcely  dreamed  that  this  fair  country  would 
ever  be  open  to  civilization,  while  the  Indians  were 
presumably  content  to  forever  hold,  !is  the  place  of 
their  abode,  this  beautiful  land. 

The  Indians  who  inhabited  this  section  vt'  country 
were  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes.  They  were  among 
the  most  warlike  of  all  the  tribes  that  inhabited  the 
northwest.  History  finds  them  gradually  fighting 
their  way  from  the  shores  of  the  northern  lakes  to- 
ward the  Mississippi  River,  sometimes  warring  with 
the  Winnebagoes,  and  at  other  times  with  the  Chip- 
pewas,  often  instigated  b}'  the  French.  At  an  early 
period  they  inhabited  the  region  of  country  bor- 
^«  


dering  upon  the  "Wisconsin  River,  and  later  upon 
the  Rock  River,  almost  from  its  source  to  its  mouth, 
where  it  empties  into  the  Mississippi  near  Rock 
Island.  For  many  years  the  Rock  River  country 
was  their  home,  but  early  in  tlie  present  century  it 
was  deeded  to  the  whites,  and  they  agreed  to  seek 
homes  across  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  never  to 
molest  the  whites  who  should  inhabit  that  region  of 
country.  A  warlike  race,  they  cared  little  for  agri- 
cultur.al  pursuits.  John  B.  Newhall,  of  Burlington, 
in  1841,  gave  the  following  account  of  the  Sac  .and 
Fox  tribes : 

"  The  Sacs  and  Foxes  speak  the  Algonquin  lan- 
guage. This  langu.age  is  still  spoken  by  the  C'hippe- 
was,  Pottawatomies,  Ottawas,  and  some  other  tribes. 
It  is  soft  and  musical  in  comparison  with  the  harsh, 
guttural  Narcoiitah  of  the  Sioux,  which  is  peculiar 
to  themselves,  having  but  little  atllnity  to  the  Al- 
gonquin tongue.  Their  ideas  of  futurity  are  some- 
what vague  and  indefinite.  They  believe  in  the 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Manitou,  or  good  spirit,  and 
a  Malcha  Manitou,  or  evil  spirit.  They  often  in- 
voke the  favor  of  the  good  Manitou  for  success  in 
war  and  the  hunt,  by  various  sacrifices  and  offer- 
ings. Storm  and  thunder  they  view  as  manifesta- 
tions of  his  wrath;  and  success  in  war,  tiie  hunt,  or 
in  the  deliverance  from  enemies,  of  his  favor  and 
love.  Everything  of  great  power  or  efficiency,  or 
what  is  inexplicable,  is  a  ■  great  medicine,'  and  the 
medicine  men  and  prophets  are  next  in  considera- 
tion to  chiefs.  At  the  decease  of  their  friends  they 
paint  their  faces  black,  and  the  time  of  mourning  is 
governed    by   the  allinity   of    the  kindred.     Their 


-4*- 


688 


i 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


ideas  of  the  condition  of  departed  spirits  and  the 
feiemony  of  burial  may  be  deemed  interesting. 
Often,  in  perambulating  their  deserted  villages,  has 
my  attention  been  arrested.  In  gazing  through  the 
bleached  and  mutilated  slabs  made  to  protect  the 
moldering  dust  of  a  noted  chief  or  '  brave,'  who  is 
frequently  placed  in  a  sitting  postuie,  his  gun  and 
his  war-club  placed  b}-  his  side,  moccasins  upon  his 
feet,  Ills  blanket  (or  the  remnants  thereof)  wrapped 
about  his  body,  his  beads  and  wamiiura  suspended 
from  his  neck,  where  he  sits  'like  a  warrior  taking 
his  rest,'  in  the  silent  sleep  of  death. 

"The  situations  of  their  villages  are,  oftentimes, 
extremely  beautiful  and  picturesque.  The  rude 
architecture  of  their  lodges;  the  droves  of  Indian 
ponies  galloping  over  the  prairies,  and  snorting  at 
the  approach  of  white  men  ;  the  squaws  busily  en- 
gaged in  preparing  food,  or,  perhaps,  -toting'  a 
Iiack-load  of  fagots  that  would  frighten  a  New  York 
porter,  while  their  'lazy  lords'  sit  smoking  upon  the 
grass,  or  quietly  sleeping  in  their  lodges;  the  young 
papooses  swarming  the  river-bank,  and,  with  bow 
and  arrow,  exercising  their  infant  archery  upon 
every  prairie  tiower  or  luckless  bird;  or,  perchance, 
the  gaily  painted  warrior,  mounted  upon  his  pranc- 
ing steed,  his  feathers  streaming  to  the  breeze,  as  he 
gallops  from  village  to  village  with  the  fleetness  of 
the  wind,  are  objects  which,  to  the  traveler  unac- 
customed to  Indian  habits  and  character,  are  full  of 
intense  interest  and  novelty. 

"  Sometimes,  midw.ay  between  two  villages,  or, 
perhaps,  off  In  the  prairie,  may  be  seen  a  hundred 
young 'warriors"  from  each  clan — 'picked  men.'  who 
have  won  laurels  on  the  battle-field.  They  have  met 
(per  agreement)  to  exercise  their  feats  In  the  race 
or  the  ancient  games,  the  prize  being,  perhaps,  two 
or  three  horses,  a  rifle,  or  a  war-club ;  the  old  war- 
riors or  chiefs  of  each  village  looking  on  as  judges. 
(Ireat  interest  is  manifested  on  these  occasions,  and 
the  same  ambitious  emulation  for  rivalrj'  is  exhib- 
ited in  these  'children  of  nature'  as  among  those  who 
|)lay  their  part  beneath  the  gilded  domes  of  the 
city. 

"The  dress  of  the  males  generally  consists  of  leg- 
gings, fitting  closely  from  the  loins  to  the  ankles, 
usually  of  smoke-tanned  deerskin,  and  often  of 
blue  aud  sometimes  red  cloth,  trimmed  with  fringe 
•^« 


and  beads  in  a  variety  of  fantastic  forms.  They 
wear  a  white  and,  frequently,  a  scarlet-c(jlored 
blanket  thrown  over  the  shoulders.  Their  mocca- 
sins are  of  deerskin,  often  trimuied  witii  extreme 
taste,  with  beads  and  poicupine  quills.  Their  head- 
dress is  of  various  fashions,  andofttimes  indcscrib- 
able.  A  chief  or  warrior's  head-dress  consists  of 
a  profusion  of  scarlet-colored  hair,  and  long,  black 
beards  of  the  wild  turkey  connected  to  the  scalp- 
lock,  and  not  infrequently  a  silver  band  or  a  richly' 
beaded  turban.  Their  ears  are  strung  with  rings 
and  trinkets,  their  arms  with  bracelets  of  brass,  tin, 
silver  and  steel,  and  their  necks  are  often  strung 
with  a  profusion  of  wamiium.  A  tolerably  cor- 
rect idea  may  be  formed  of  the  riches  and  taste  of 
a  3'onng  Indian  by  the  number  of  strings  of  wam- 
pum around  his  neck.  This  may  be  considered 
their  legal  tender,  as  no  trcatj'  was  ever  formed  or 
pipe  of  friendship  smoked  betwixt  different  Indian 
tribes  without  an  exchange  of   wampum. 

"  No  Indians  exult  more  than  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
in  a  triumphant  skirmish  with  their  enemies  and  none 
more  j)roudly  exhibit  their  blood}'  trojihies.  '1  hey 
frequently  have  several  scalps  suspended  on  a  spear 
or  connected  with  their  dress.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  value  they  place  upon  these  emblems  of  merci- 
less victory,  I  will  relate  an  incident  of  my  attempt 
to  get  one  of  a  veteran  Sac  brave.  I  had  wit- 
nessed him  for  several  days  passing  my  window 
on,  a  little  ponj',  proudly  waving  his  boqnet  of 
scalps,  connected  with  beads,  ribbons  and  e.agle's 
feathers,  and  tied  with  a  rattlesnake-skin  upon  a 
spear.  Having  a  desire  to  obtain  one,  after  three 
days'  unsuccessful  negotiation,  during  which  time 
I  offered  him  mone}',  calico,  beads,  powder  and 
tobacco,  he  finally  consented  to  part  with  It  for 
one  box  {i.  e.  $1,000.) 

"  They  place  great  reliance  in  dreams,  aud  the 
intrepid  warrior  who  awakes  in  the  morning  from 
a  night  of  troublesome  dreams  is  dejected  and 
melancholy.  Sometimes  they  imagine  that  an  evil 
spirit  or  sorcerer  has  inflicted  a  spell,  after  the 
manner  of  the  witches  of  former  times.  Keokuk 
had  an  aged  squaw  killed  because  she  had  inflicted 
a  spell  upon  some  of  his  children." 

Among  the  most  noted  of  the  Sac  Indians  was 
Black  Hawk,  born  at  the  Indian  village  near  Rock 
m^ 
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Island,  on  the  Rock  River,  in  about  1775.  To  the 
treaty  of  1804,  ceding  the  Rock  River  country  to 
the  wiiites,  lie  never  willingl3'  gave  his  consent, 
and  wiien  in  1827  the  tribes  were  removed  across 
the  river,  he  went  under  protest.  The  treaty  of 
1804  he  claimed  was  obtained  by  fraud.  He  was 
unwilling  to  remain  upon  the  west  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and,  in  1831,  gathering  around  him  a  few 
determined  braves,  with  their  wives  and  little  ones, 
they  crossed  the  river,  and  took  forcible  possession 
of  their  old  homes  upon  the  Rock  River.  The 
Governor  of  Illinois  sent  a  force  of  militia  against 
them,  and,  aided  by  the  General  Government,  the 


Indians  were  again  removed  to  the  west  side.  Still 
Black  Hawk  was  not  content  to  remain  upon  tiiis 
side,  and  early  in  1832  recrossed  into  Illinois,  and 
then  followed  what  is  known  in  history  as  the 
Black  Hawk  War.  Overpowered  by  superior  num- 
bers the  Indians  were  routed,  their  chief  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  a  portion  of  Iowa  soil,  including  what 
is  now  Des  Moines  County,  was  ceded  to  tiie  Gen- 
eral Government.  By  the  terms  of  the  treaty  the 
country  was  to  remain  in  possession  of  the  Indians 
until  June  1,1833.  On  that  day  the  Indians  were 
to  make  one  more  journey  westward,  and  the  white 
men  were  allowed  to  claim  the  country  as  their  own. 
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HE  title  to  the  lands  was 
vested  in  the  Indians  until 
June  1,  1833,  and  no  settle- 
ment previous  to  that  time 
-^— V  -  «.r  -^-N^  could  lawfully  be  made.  It 
y«r  ■  •  .,</  could  hardly  be  expected,  how- 
ever, that  the  white  man  having 
a  knowledge  of  this  locality 
would  patiently  wait  until  that 
time.  For  some  years  a  branch 
of  the  American  Fur  Company 
had  a  trading-post  on  the  present 
site  of  the  city  of  Burlington,  then 
and  for  some  years  after  known  as 
Flint  Hills.  In  1829  Simpson  S. 
White  and  Amzi  Doolittle  were  employed  to  erect 
an  addition  to  the  buildings  at  the  post,  spending 
about  three  weeks  in  the  work.  While  thus  engaged 
they  took  the  opportunity  to  explore  the  country 
round  about,  with  the  view  to  locating  a  claim,  and 
firmly  resolved  that  just  as  soon  as  the  land  came 
under  Government  control,  they  would  return  and 
here  make  a  permanent  settlement. 

The  treaty  with  the  Indians  was  effected  In  Sep- 
tember, 1832,  and  within  one  week  Simpson  S. 
White,  Amzi  Doolittle  and  M.  M.  McCarver  came 
across  the  Mississippi  River,  and  made  claim  to  the 
lands  on  which  the  original  site  of  Burlington  was 
located.  In  a  letter  to  the  Western  Historical 
Company,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  Mr.  White 
snys : 

"A  cabin  was  immediately  erected.     The  claim 


commenced  at  the  ravine,  near  the  upper  part  of 
the  bottom  lands,  and  extended  down  the  river  one 
mile.  AVhile  the  cabin  referred  to  was  in  proce.«s 
of  erection,  the  pioneers  employed  men  on  the  east 
shore  to  build  a  flatboat  for  use  as  a  ferry.  Ai)pli- 
cation  was  at  once  made  to  the  County  Court  of 
Hancock  County,  111.,  for  license  to  maintain  a 
public  ferry  across  the  Mississippi  at  this  point, 
which  was  granted. 

"Theodore  Jennings  located  the  land  north  of  the 
original  claim,  and  Benjamin  Tucker  and  Isaac 
Crenshaw,  that  on  the  southwest  thereof,  during  the 
fall  of  1832.  David  Tothero  built  the  second 
cabin  in  the  region,  and  the  first  one  away  from 
the  site  of  Burlington,  southwest  of  town,  some  two 
miles  or  so.  Before  winter  set  in  twelve  or  fifteen 
families  located  in  the  surrounding  country.  The 
Smiths  built  cabins  about  two  miles  below  'town.' 

"S.  S.  White  moved  his  family  into  the  -com- 
pany' cabin,  in  Februarj',  1833.  When  he  did  so 
the  crude  building  was  not  finished.  The  floor  was 
made  of  puncheons,  or  split  logs;  there  was  no 
door  hung,  for  sawed  lumber  could  not  be  obtained, 
and  the  home  of  the  pioneer  was  exceedingly  well 
ventilated.  The  nearest  point  where  lumber  could 
then  be  procured  was  St.  Louis. 

••The  treaty  with  the  Indians  did  not  require 
them  to  give  up  (lossession  of  the  lands  until  June 
1,  1833,  but  no  attention  was  given  to  that  clause 
by  the  settlers.  We  did  not  feel  that  we  were  in- 
fringing on  the  rights  of  tlie  Indians  by  making 
our  claims,  but  complaint  was  made  to   the    cora- 
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manding  officer  at  Rock  Island,  and  a  company  of 
fifteen  men  was  sent  down  to  drive  us  off.  We 
received  notice  of  their  purpose  in  time  to  move 
our  effects  across  the  river.  The  evening  of  the 
day  on  which  we  moved  the  soldiers  arrived.  They 
were  under  the  command  of  Jefferson  Davis,  who 
became  President  of  the  'late  Confederate  States.' 
He  was  then  a  Lieutenant  in  the  army.  As  I  after- 
ward learned,  the  troops  occupied  our  house  over 
night,  and  in  the  morning  set  fire  to  the  cabin. 
They  then  departed.  The  settlers  from  the  sur- 
rounding country  had  taken  refuge  on  the  large 
island  below  our  claim. 

"After  getting  my  household  goods  across  the 
river  I  erected  a  cabin  over  them,  leaving  no  open- 
ing to  get  in.  My  wife  then  went  on  a  visit  to  her 
father,  in  Warren  County,  111.  I  had  two  men  em- 
ployed at  this  time  who  were  cutting  wood  for 
boats  near  where  I  built  this  cabin,  and  I  deemed 
it  prudent  nut  to  leave  an  opening  by  which  the 
goods  could  be  taken  out,  as  I  was  obliged  to  be 
absent  several  days.  On  my  return,  about  a  week 
later,  I  found  that  the  cabin  had  been  robbed,  and 
an  attempt  had  been  made  to  burn  it  down,  but  the 
logs  were  green  and  would  nf)t  take  fire.  The  ras- 
cals had  succeeded  in  burning  merely  the  cover- 
ing; the  walls  were  still  standing.  This  was  in 
Marcli,  18.33.  We  then  abandoned  the  place  until 
the  middle  of  M.ay,  when  I  returned  to  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  bringing  my  family  with  me. 
As  we  liad  no  house  to  move  into,  we  built  a  camp 
with  rails,  and  covered  it  over,  as  best  we  could, 
with  boards  s])lit  out  of  logs.  The  next  work 
undertaken  was  to  build  a  cabin.  Three  weeks 
were  consumed  in  getting  the  log  house  up,  as  the 
weather  was  so  rainy  and  windy  that  we  could  do 
but  little  each  day.  Our  goods  were  constantly 
wet,  and  m3'  wife's  clothing  had  to  be  dried  by  the 
fire  almost  every  morning  before  she  could  dress. 
About  this  time  M.  M.  IMcCarver  built  a  cabin  near 
mine  and  brought  his  family  over.  This  was  in 
June,  1838." 

Thus  was  the  first  permanent  settlement  made  in 
what  is  now  the  populous  county  of  Ues  Moines. 
Following  Smith  and  McCarver  others  quickly  and 
quietly  came  in,  and  soon  Flint  Hills  was  one  of 
the  best   known    settlements   in    the   Black    Hawk 


Purchase.  Among  those  who  came  in  soon  after 
the  pioneers  mentioned  were:  Dr.  William  R.  Ross, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.,  Daniel  Strong,  John  B.  Gray, 
W.  W.  Chapman,  Jonathan  Donnell,  Jesse  Webber, 
Amzi  Doolittle,  Lj'man  Chase,  Henr^'^  Moore,  James 
Wells,  Drs.  Crawford,  Shuff  and  Cutler,  and  John 
Whitaker. 

Settlements  were  soon  formed  in  various  parts  of 
the  county,  at  Augusta.  Yellow  Spring,  Round 
Prairie,  Pleasant  Grove  .and  elsewhere,  and  Des 
Moines  County  began  to  put  on  airs. 

In  1838  a  land-office  was  established  at  Burling- 
ton, with  A.  C.  Dodge  as  Register.  The  office  was 
opened  June  18,  in  a  log  house  on  Jefferson,  be- 
tween Front  and  Main  streets.  It  was  subsequently 
removed  to  a  frame  building  on  the  southeast  cor- 
ner of  Third  and  Columbia  streets.  Under  the 
shade  of  an  elm  which  grew  near  the  window  of 
the  latter  building,  the  land  was  offered  at  public 
sale  on  the  19th  of  November.  In  that  month  the 
receipts  of  the  office  were  8295,495.61.  John  B. 
Newhall,  in  his  "Sketches  of  Iowa"  thus  describes 
the  sale : 

"Many  are  the  ominous  indications  of  the  ap- 
proach among  the  settlers  of  the  land  sale.  Every 
dollar  is  sacredly  treasured  up.  The  precious  -mint 
drops'  take  to  themselves  wings  and  fly  aw.iy  from 
the  merchant's  till  to  the  farmer's  cupboard.  Times 
are  dull  in  the  towns,  for  the  settler's  home  is  dearer 
and  sweeter  than  tiie  merchant's  sugar  and  coffee. 
At  length  the  wished-for  day  arrives.  The  sub- 
urbs of  the  town  present  the  scene  of  a  military 
camp.  The  settlers  have  flocked  from  far  and  near. 
The  hotels  are  thronged  to  overflowing.  Bar  rooms, 
dining-rooms  and  wagons  are  metamorphosed  into 
bedrooms.  The  sale  being  announced  from  the 
land-office,  the  township  bidder  stands  near  by 
with  register  book  in  hand,  each  settler's  name  at- 
tached to  his  respective  quarter  or  half  section,  and 
thus  he  bids  off  in  the  name  of  the  whole  township 
for  each  respective  claimant.  A  thousand  settlers 
are  standing  bj',  eagerly  listening  when  their  quar- 
ter shall  be  called  off.  The  crier  has  passed  the 
well-known  numbers.  His  house  is  secure.  He 
feels  relieved.  The  litigation  of  claim -jumping  is 
over  forever.  He  is  lord  of  the  soil.  With  an  in- 
dependent step  he  walks  into  the  land-office,  opens 
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the  time-worn  saddle-bags,  and  counts  out  the 
§200  or  §400,  silver  and  gold,  takes  his  certificate 
from  the  General  Government,  and  goes  his  way 
rejoicing.  Such  a  scene  have  I  witnessed  which 
continued  for  three  successive  weeks,  in  which  time 
nearly  half  a  million  of  monej'  was  taken  from  the 
actual  settlers  of  Iowa.  It  is  an  interesting  sight 
to  witness  thousands  of  our  fellow-beings,  who, 
having  planted  themselves  in  a  new  country,  are 
patientl}'  waiting  for  the  hour  to  arrive  when  they 
can  buy  their  homes,  and  the  laud  from  which  thej' 
earn  their  bread.  These  are  the  embryo  scenes  in 
the  settlement  of  this  new  country  which  mark  the 
progress  of  the  pioneer,  who,  as  j'esterday.  verging 
upon  the  forests  of  Ohio  and  Kentuckj".  is  now 
beyond  the  western  shore  of  the  Mississippi." 

As  the  settlers  mostly  made  their  claims  before 
township  and  section  lines  were  run  by  the  United 
States  Surveyors,  some  arrangement  was  necessarj' 
to  fix  the  boundaries.  E.ach  neighborhood  or  town- 
ship had  its  committee  for  the  purpose,  which  usu- 


ally' adjusted  matters  satisfactorily  to  the  parties 
interested.  Disputes,  however,  sometimes  arose, 
which  ''claim  associations"  could  not  adjust.  These 
were  taken  to  the  land-office,  occasioning  much  ex- 
citement, and  leading  in  a  few  instances  to  bloody 
contests.  In  these  circumstances  the  final  reference 
was  the  Register.  His  integrity,  his  impartial  and 
friendly  spirit,  won  the  confidence  of  contestants, 
so  that  tiiey  usually  agreed  in  advance  to  accept  his 
decision,  and  afterward  showered  blessings  upon 
him  for  adjusting  their  differences.  He  was  also 
of  service  to  many  in  obtaining  for  them  the  kind 
of  funds  wiiich  the  Government  demanded.  After 
paying  a  discount,  some  found  their  money  below 
what  was  required  to  pay  for  their  land.  In  these 
cases  Mr.  Dodge  often  loaned  the  deficit,  says  an 
old  pioneer,  "without  note,  receipt,  oran3'thing  else, 
and  then  took  the  man  to  his  house,  and  kept  him 
free  of  cost  until  he  was  ready  to  go  home.  lie 
had  about  as  much  custom  at  his  house  as  at  any  of 
the  hotels." 
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.^  N  its  settlement  Des  Moines 
County  was  a  part  of  Miclii- 
gan  Territory,  and  at  a  ses- 
sion of  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature during  the  winter  of 
1833-34,  an  act  was  passed 
for  its  organization.  The  county 
comprised  the  territory  south  of  Rock 
Island  to  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines 
River,  thence  west  along  the  Missouri 
line  for  fifty  miles.  Flint  Hills,  as 
Burlington  was  then  called,  was  des- 
ignated as  the  county  seat.  The  nec- 
essary papers  for  the  organization  of 
the  counl3'  were  sent  to  Dr.  William  R.  Ross,  with 
authorit}'  to  proceed   in  the  matter. 

The  first  election  was  held  in  the  fall  of  1834, 
and  the  following  named  were  dul}'  elected  :  W.  R. 
Ross.  Clerk  of  the  Courts;  Solomon  Perkins,  Siieriflf ; 
W.  R.  Ross,  Treasurer  and  Recorder;  John  Whit- 
aker,  Probate  Judge.  At  the  same  election  William 
Morgan  was  elected  Supreme  Judge;  Henrj' Walker 
and  Young  L.  Hughes,  Assistant  Judges;  W.  W. 
Chapman,  Prosecuting  Attorney ;  John  Barker,  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace. 

Des  Moines  County,  as  stated,  was  now  under  the 
Territorial  Government  of  Michigan,  and  remained 
so  until  the  fall  of  1836,  when  it  became  part  of 
AVisconsiu  Territory,  with  which  it  remained  until 
the  organization  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  in  1838. 
The  boundaries  of  the  eountj'  remained  as  fixed  by 
the    Michigan    Legislature  until    December,   1836, 


when  the  AVisconsin  Legislature  sub-divided  it,  form- 
ing the  counties  of  Lee,  Van  Buren,  Des  Moines, 
Henry,  Louisa,  Muscatine  and  Cook.  The  bound- 
aries of  these  counties  were  again  changed  in  Jan- 
uary, 1838. 

.  The  early  records  of  the  County  Commissioners 
having  been  lost,  it  can  onlj^  be  sUited  that  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  county  government  was  set  in  mo- 
tion shortly  after  the  act  of  organization  was  first 
passed,  and  that  now  for  more  than  a  half-centur3' 
the  count}'  has  had  an  organized  existence,  and  its 
record  is  onenot  altogether  devoid  of  interest.  Un- 
til 1851  the  legislative  business  of  the  county  was 
transacted  by  a  Board  of  County  Commissioners, 
consisting  of  three  members.  As  a  rule  they  were 
the  best  men  in  the  count}',  and  did  their  work  well, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  To  do  the 
wcrk  in  a  satisfactory  manner  was  just  as  hard  in 
the  early  days  as  at  present.  The  county  had  no 
roads,  no  public  buildings,  and  no  improvements  of 
any  kind.  Roads  were  to  be  located,  and  in  such 
a  wa}'  as  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  all,  and  not 
alone  of  the  few.  Public  buildings  were  to  be 
erected,  bridges  built,  and  a  thousand  and  one  things 
were  to  be  considered,  all  of  which  cost  money,  and 
the  pioneers  were  not  possessed  of  large  wealth,  but 
in  general  were  in  very  limited  circumstances.  For 
years  the  Commissioners  superintended  improve- 
ments, expending  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
while  at  the  same  time  keeping  the  county  fi-ee  from 
debt. 

Among  those  serving  on  the  Board  of  Countv 
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Commissioners  were :  George  W.  Hight,  Jonattian 
Morgan,  John  D.  AVright,  Richard  Land,  Levi  Scott, 
Jeremiah  Lanison,  William  Ediiiundson,  Luke  Pal- 
mer, John  Riplej-,  M.  "W.  Robinson,  Gordon  Mc- 
Cauley,  Daniel  Haskell,  Samuel'D.  Colbnrn,  B.  M. 
Clark,  W.  F.  Coolbaiigh,  Levi  Hager  and  William 
G.  HackeLl. 

In  the  fall  of  1851.  by  an  ac-t  of  the  Legislature, 
the  County  Judge  sj'stera  succeeded  the  Commis- 
sioners' sj'stera,  the  legislative  business  being  trans- 
acted by  the  Count}'  Judge.  This  system  con- 
tinued until  the  year  1861.  a  pei-iod  of  ten  years. 
Those  holding  this  office  during  that  time  were: 
Hon.  Charles  Mason.  Hon.  O.  C.  Wightman  and  Hon. 
Thomas  W.  Newman.  During  the  administration  of 
these  gentlemen,  several  important  acts  were  accom- 
plished, among  which  was  the  one  in  relation  to  the 
building  into  Burlington  of  the  present  grand  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Qiiincy  Railroad,  and  its  exten- 
sion farther  west.  The  road  was  originally  designed 
to  cross  the  river  at  Oquawka,  btit  that  town  refus- 
ing aid,  Des  Moines  County,  in  its  chief  city, 
stepped  to  the  front  and  captured  the  prize.  To- 
day Burlington  assumes  metropf)litan  proportions, 
while  Oquawka,  because  of  its  blindness,  is  a  town 
of  less  than  2,000  inh.abitants. 

In  the  winter  of  1 8.59-CO  the  Legislature  passed 
an  act  providing  for  a  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
abolishing  the  County  Court.  The  board  was  to 
consist  of  one  member  from  e.ach  township  in  the 
county.  The  first  board  was  elected  in  the  fall  of 
1860,  and  convened  in  January,  1861.  For  the 
next  four  years  it  had  much  to  do  with  questions 
growing  out  of  the  war,  looking  after  the  families 
of  soldiers,  providing  for  the  bounties,  and  devis- 
ing ways  .and  means  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work 
of  enlistment.  Among  the  number  who  served  on 
the  board  from  18i;i  until  the  act  was  changed,  the 
names  of  quite  a  number  will  be  readily  recognized. 
That  their  work  was  arduous  will  l)e  admitted  by 
all.  The  following  comprises  the  list  of  members, 
and  the  d.ate  served  : 

18G1 — Thomas  Hedge,  Burlington:  John  Saw3-er, 
Augusta;  S.  Hebard,  Danville;  G.  W.  Marchand. 
Flint  River;  James  Bruce,  Yellow  Spring:  Franklin 
AVilcox,  Union;  Charles  M.  Garm.an,  Jackson;  the 
foregoing  were  chosen  for  one  year.    J.  P.  Sunder- 


land,  Burlington  ;  Alexander  W.  Gordon,  Benton  ; 
G.  W.  Smith,  Franklin;  J.  S.  Dolbee,  Huron;  Sam- 
uel Packwood,  Ple.asant  Grove;  Edward  Enkee. 
W.ashington.  The  last  six  were  chosen  for  two 
3'ears;  F.  Wilcox,  Chairman. 

1862 — .Lames   Bruce.  Chairman  ;  Edward   Enkee. 

A.  W.  Gordon,  C.  M.  Garman,  Thomas  Hedge.  C. 
Hughes,  S.  Hebard,  L.  Lefforge,  H.  W.  McCormick, 
Samuel  Packwood,  J.  C.  Rankin,  John  Sawyer,  J. 
P.  Sunderland. 

1863 — James  Bruce,  Chairman;  L.  Lefforge, 
Thomas  Hedge,  John  Sawyer,  S.  Hebard,  S.  Pack- 
wood,  C.  Hughes,  H.  W.  McCormick.  C.  Garman, 
C.  H.  Snelson,  John  Penny.  T.  L.  Parsons,  S.  D. 
Coonrod. 

1864 — John  Penny,  Chairman  ;  W.  II.  Cartwright, 
J.  Clark,  S.  D.  Coonrod,  M.  Gladden,  C.  LIughcs. 
L.  Lefforge.  H.  W.  McCormick.  W.  D  McCash,  T. 
L.  Parsons,  John  Saw3-er.  C.  H.  Snelson,  M.  C. 
Long. 

186.5— William  D.  McCash.  Chairman;  W.  H. 
Cartwright,  Justus  Clark,  M.  Gladden,  C.  M.  Gar- 
man, C.  Hughes,  R.  C.  Kendall,  H.  W.  McCormick, 
J.  R.  Kline,  J.  W.  Orr,  J.  C.  Rankin,  J.  Sawyer,  C. 
H.  Snelson. 

1866 — W.  D.  McCash,  Chairman;  John  Bryson, 
W.  H.  Cartwright,  J.  Clark,  E.  N.  Delashmutt,  R. 

B.  Foster.  C.  M.  Garman,  John  Inghram.  R.  C. 
Kendall,  J.  R.  Kline,  J.  W.  Orr.  James  C.  Rankin, 

C.  H.  Snelson. 

1867 — W.  D.  McCash,  Chairman;  J.  Clark.  J. 
Burkholder,  J.  Bryson,  W.  H.  Cartwright,  R.  P.. 
Foster,  .John  Inghram,  .J.  R.  Kline.  .J.  C.  Rankin. 
A.  J.  Smith,  E.  Woodward,  R.  C.  Kendall,  John 
Ballard. 

1868 — .John  Inghram,  Chairman;  John  Burkhol 
der,  John  Br3'son,  John   Ballard,  Justus  Clark,  F. 
Heizer,  R.  C.  Kendall.  H.  Metzger,  J.   C.   Rankin, 
A.  J.  Smith.  B.  Van  Dyke.  W.  Wolverton,  E.  Jones. 

1869 — John  Inghram,  Chairman;  John  Br3'son, 
John  Burkholder,  F.  Heizer,  E.  Jackson,  H.  Metz- 
ger, Thomas  Sheridan,  Samuel  Smith,  A.  P.  .Snelson, 
N.  P.  Sunderland,  B.  Van  D3'ke,  W.  Wolverton, 
A.  S.  Yohe. 

1870 — J.  L.  Backus.  Chairman:  Thomas  A. 
Barnes,  J.  Burkholdei-.  R.  B.  Foster.  Robert  Grimes. 
Nathan    Huston.    Christian    Mathes.    William    C. 
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Moore,  Thomas  Sheridan,  Samuel  Smith,  A.  P.  Snel- 
son,  N.  P.  Sunderland,  A.  S.  Yohe. 

In  the  winter  of  1869-70  the  General  Assembly 
agaiu  changed  the  law  by  reducing  the  number  of 
Supervisors,  leaving  it  optional  with  the  counties  as 
to  whether  the  number  should  be  three  or  Bve. 
Des  Moines  County,  by  vote,  adopted  the  smaller 
number.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  no  change 
made,  and  the  plan  seems  to  be  satisfactory  to  the 
people.  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the 
Supervisors  from  that  to  the  present  time : 

1870 — Thomas  Hedge,  Sr.,  R.  B.  Foster.  James 
Bruce. 

1871 — Thomas  Hedge,  Sr.,  R.  B.  Foster,  James 
Bruce. 

1872 — Thomas  Hedge,  James  Bruce.  J.  J.  Mc- 
Maken. 

1873 — J.  J.  McMaken,  Thomas  Hedge,  AV.  Lynch. 

1874 — J.  J.  McMaken.  William  Lynch,  George 
Robertson. 

187.5 — George  Robertson.  William  Lynch,  D. 
Melclier. 

1876 — George    Robertson.   D.    Melcher.  AV.    P. 


Willard,  who  was  appointed  to  fill  vacancy  caused 
by  resignation  of  Mr.  Lynch. 

1877 — George  Robertson,  D.  Melcher,  F.  A. 
Tiedemann. 

1878— Thomas  French,  D.  Melcher,  F.  A.  Tiede- 
mann. 

1879— Thomas  French,  F.  A.  Tiedemann.  T.  A. 
Barnes. 

1880— C.  F.  Boesch,  T.  A.  Barnes.  F.  A.  Tiede- 
mann. 

1881 — C.  F.  Boesch,  F.  A.  Tiedemann,  John 
Hanna. 

1882— John  Hanna,  C.  F.  Boesch.  F.  A.  Tiede- 
mann. 

1883— D.  L.  Portlock,  C.  F.  Boesch,  John  Hanna. 

1884 — D.  L.  Portlock,  C.  F.  Boesch,  John  Hanna. 

188,i— D.  L.  Portlock,  C.  F.  Boesch,  John  Hanna. 

1886 — Henry  Benne.  C.  F.  Boesch,  John  Hanna. 

1887 — Henry  Benne,  John  Hanna,  Dennis  Nor- 
ton. 

1888 — Henry  Benne,  Dennis  Norton,  John  Car- 
den. 
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ONFORMING  with  the  proc- 
lamation of    the  Governor, 
Henr}'  Dodge,  on  the  10th 
day  of   October,   1836,  the 
first  election  was  held  under 
the  Territorial  Government 
of  Wisconsin.      Des  Moines    County 
^^9^P       was  entitled  to  ten  members,  and  chose 
*^P^r*      Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.,  Arthur  Inghr.am 
^^^U^^^   and  Joseph  B.  Teas,  to  the   Council, 
and  Isaac  Leffler,  Thomas  Blair,  John 
Bos,  Geo.  W.  Teas,  David  R.  Chance, 
"^^S-    Warren  L.  Jenkins  and   Eli  Reynolds, 
■^^  as  members  of  the   House  of  Repre- 

This  Legislature  convened  on  the  25th 
1836,  at  Belmont,  Wis.  It  elected 
Peter  Hill  Engle,  of  Dubuque  County,  Speaker  of 
the  House,  and  Henry  S.  Baird,  of  Green  Bay,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council.  One  of  the  bills  passed  at 
this  session  provided  for  tlie  permanent  location  of 
the  seat  of  government  at  Madison,  and  selected 
Burlington  as  the  temporary  capital  of  the  Territory. 
One  clause  in  the  bill  provided  "  That,  until  the 
public  buildings  at  Madison  are  completed — that  is 
to  say  until  the  4th  of  March,  1839 — the  sessions  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  AVisconsin  Territory 
shall  be  held  at  the  town  of  Burlington,  in  the  county 


sentatives. 
of   October, 


of  Des  Moines,  provided  the  public  buildings  are 
not  sooner  completed."  Burlington  was  thus  made 
the  temporary  seat  of  government  of  a  region  that 
now  constitutes  three  great  States  and  one  vast  Ter- 
ritory— Wisconsin,  Iowa.  Minnesota  and  Dakota. 
The  fact  that  Burlington  was  chosen  as  the  tempor- 
ary Territorial  capital  was  a  master  stroke  of  policy 
by  the  Representatives  of  Des  Moines  County,  as  it 
served  to  advertise  the  place,  giving  it  a  promi- 
nence that  was  beneficial  in  the  extreme. 

In  order  to  secure  the  favor,  Burlington  was  to 
provide  a  place  for  the  meetings  of  the  Legislature 
and  offices  for  the  Territorial  officers.  Soon  after 
returning  home,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Assembly,  commenced  the  erection 
of  a  building  suitable  for  the  meeting  of  the  Assem- 
bly. It  was  a  large  two-story  frame  building,  and 
stood  on  Water  street,  near  the  former  site  of  Dun- 
can &  Hosford's  Mill.  In  December,  1837,  it  took 
fire  and  burned  down,  involving  a  loss  on  the  en- 
terprising owner  of  about  810,000. 

The  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  Territory  convened 
for  the  first  time  in  Burlington,  Nov.  6,  1837,  and 
continued  in  session  until  Jan.  30,  1838,  when  it  ad- 
journed, to  meet  again  June  1 1  of  the  same  year. 
Col.  Isaac  Leffler,  of  Des  Moines  County,  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  Arthur  Inghram. 
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of  the  same  county.  President  of  the  Council.  At 
this  session  the  boundaries  of  the  following-named 
counties  were  determined,  and  the  necessary  power 
given  for  their  organization,  viz:  Cedar,  Linn, 
Benton,  Clinton,  Delaware,  Fayette,  Jackson,  John- 
son, Jones,  Keokuk,  Scott,  Clayton,  Slaughter  (now 
Washington)  and  Buchanan. 

On  Monday,  June  11,  1838,  the  Legislature  again 
convened  in  Burlington,  its  sessions  being  held  in 
"Old  Zion "  Cliurch,  the  Council  occupying  the 
lower  story,  and  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
upper  story.  An  apportionment  was  to  be  made  at 
this  session,  but  it  was  never  done,  for  good  and 
sufficient  reasons. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1838,  Gen.  Dodge,  as  dele- 
gate in  Congress,  introduced  an  act  for  the  di- 
vision of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  the 
organization  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa.  The  act 
was  passed,  and  went  into  effect  July  3,  1838.  Ex- 
Gov.  Robert  Lucas  was  appointed  Governor  of 
Iowa  by  President  Van  Buren,  and  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  Burlington,  the  Territorial  capital.  On 
his  arrival,  he  issued  a  proclamation  for  an  election 
for  members  of  the  first  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Iowa.  The  election  was  held  Sept.  10,  1838,  and 
the  Legislature,  in  accordance  with  the  proclama- 
tion, met  at  Burlington,  November  1  of  the  same 
year. 

The  first  session  of  the  Iowa  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture was  a  stormy  one,  its  members  and  the  Gov- 
ernor failing  to  agree  upon  a  good  maiij'  points.  It 
was  thought  bj'   the  members   th.at   he  too  freely 


used  his  power  to  veto,  and.  as  a  consequence, 
much  bad  blood  was  engendered.  A  resolution  was 
introduced  into  the  House,  in  which  it  was  set  forth 
that  Gov.  Lucas  had  been  writing  notes  and  ex- 
planations on  sundry  laws  adopted  by  the  Legis- 
lature, and  setting  forth  tliat  these  acts  of  his 
were  "an  unwarrantable  encroachment  upon  the 
judicial  department  of  the  Territorial  Government, 
as  well  as  an  insult  and  rude  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  Legislature."  "  Therefore,  liesoliwd, 
that  Robert  Lucas  is  unfit  to  be  a  ruler  of  a  free 
people,  and  that  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  report  and  memorial  to  the  President, 
praj'ing  for  his  removal  from  office."  The  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  the  committee  appointed,  and 
the  President  petitioned,  but  that  otlicer  did  not 
heed  the  request,  and  (iov.  Lucas  served  until  there 
was  a  change  of  administration. 

The  location  of  the  capital  also  gave  rise  to  some 
excitement  at  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Governor  proposed  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  select  a  site  for  the  future  capital,  and 
his  recommendation  was  finally  concurred  in,  though 
not  without  much  opposition.  Rol)ert  Ralston, 
of  Dcs  Moines  County,  John  Ronalds,  of  Louisa 
County,  and  Chauncej'  Swan,  of  Dubuque  Countj', 
were  appointed  such  committee.  They  met,  and 
selected  the  present  site  of  Iowa  CitJ^ 

Burlington  lost  the  capital,  but  in  its  place  has 
sprung  up  a  metropolitan  city,  with  more  manufact- 
ories and  a  larger  wholesale  trade  than  an}'  city  in 
the  State  of  Iowa. 
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INCE    the  creation   of    man, 
law  has  been  found  to  be  nec- 
essary,   and     following    law, 
courts  of  justice  for  its  proper 
administration.       Under     tlie 
Territorial  laws  of   Michigan. 
AVisconsin  and  of   Iowa,  Dis- 
trict and  Probate  Courts  were  insti- 
tuted.    After  the  admission  of   the 
latter  into  the  Union,  changes  were 
made   from    time    to   time    in    the 
method  of  administrating  justice,  as 
thought  advisable   by   the   General 
Assembly  of  the  State. 

On  the  13th  day  of  April,  1835, 
the  first  court  ever  held  in  Des 
Moines  County  convened  at  the  house  of  William 
R.  Ross,  at  Burlington.  At  this  time  lowajwas  a 
part  of  Michigan  Territory,  and  the  Judges  were 
elected  at  an  election  held  oy  order  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  that  Territory.  There  were  present  at  this 
first  term  of  court  William  Morgan  and  Young  L. 
Hughes,  Justices.  William  R.  Ross  was  Clerk  of 
the  Court, while  William  W.  Chapman  was  appointed 
Prosecuting  Attorney.  Solomon  Perkins  was  Sherifi", 
and  Zodoc  C.  Ingiiram,  Deputy. 

The  following  named  were  summoned  to  appear 
as  grand  jurymen:  Thomas  W.  Taylor,  George 
Southward,  John  Roberts,  Hugh  Wilson,  David  C. 
Hunter,  John  M.  Forrest,  Jacob  Westfall,  James 
Hatcher,  Matthew  W.  Latty,  James  Dawson,  Solo- 
mon Osburn,  William  Deakins,  John  Chandler, 
Francis  Redin,  Henrj-  Walker,  Daniel  Chance,  Ar- 
thur Inghram,  Enoch  W:ide,  Jon.athan  Morgan, 
George  Leebrick  and  Jeremiah  Smith. 


On  the  third  day  of  court  a  petit  jury  w.is  im- 
paneled, composed  of  the  following  named :  AVill- 
iam  Walter,  Henry  Parish,  Jonathan  Casterline, 
Benjamin  Simmons,  Robert  H.  Ives.  Samuel  Kin- 
ney, Thomas  Boemer,  Daniel  Strany,  Amos  Dun- 
ham, Benjamin  Tucker,  Levi  Scott,  Isaac  Crenshaw, 
Samuel  Lewin,  James  McDowell,  Lewis  Waiters, 
John  Lewin,  Harrison  Brooks.  Isaac  Canterbury, 
Alexander  Hilleary,  Jesse  Hunt,  Nicholas  R.  Teas, 
Samuel  Smith,  Riley  DriscoU  and  Israel  Phillips. 

Numerous  indictments  were  i-eturned  for  assault 
and  battery,  adultery,  etc.,  and  some  of  the  parties 
were  fined.  Sever.al  ferry  licenses  were  granted  by 
the  court,  showing  that  it  had  jurisdiction  in  other 
ways  besides  the  administration  of  justice.  A  num- 
ber of  divorce  cases  were  heard:  William  Wade  vs. 
Abigail  Wade,  Jeremiah  Cuthbert  vs.  Mar}'  Cuth- 
bert,  Salina  Dotson  vs  William  Dotson,  and  Anna 
Turner  vs.  Hickman  Turner.  E.ich  of  these  were 
duly  divorced. 

At  this  session,  Isaac  Leffler,  James  W.  Woods, 
W.  W.  Chapman,  Robert  R.  Williams  and  Sidney 
H.  Littell  were  admitted  to  practice. 

The  September  term  began  on  the  14th  of  that 
month,  with  J.  B.  Teas  as  Prosecuting  Attorney. 
The  first  trial  for  murder  was  had  at  this  term. 
James  P.  Dinwiddie  was  indicted,  tried  and  ac- 
quitted. 

In  April,  1836,  the  third  term  of  court  was  held 
while  Iowa  was  part  of  Michigan  Territory.  Is.aac 
Leffler  was  now  Chief  Justice,  with  Henry  Walker 
and  Arthur  Inghram  Associate  Justices,  William  R. 
Ross,  Clerk,  and  W.  W.  Chapman,  Prosecuting 
Attorney.  But  little  business  was  transacted  at  this 
term,  and  none  of  general  interest.     David    Rorer, 
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who  afterward  became  one  of  Des  Moines  County's 
best  attorneys,  was  admitted  to  practice  at  this 
session. 

In  1836  Iowa  passed  from  under  the  control  of 
Michigan  Territor}'  and  became  a  ward  of  Wiscon- 
sin. The  first  session  of  the  United  States  District 
Court  for  the  county  of  Des  Moines,  Wisconsin 
Territory',  convened  at  Burlington,  April  3,  1837. 
Hon.  David  Irwin,  Judge  of  the  Second  Judicial 
District,  presided,  while  W.  W.  Chapman  was  Dis- 
trict Attorney;  W.  R.  Ross,  Clerk;  and  Francis 
Gehon.  Marshal. 

In  1838  Iowa  Territory  was  organized,  and  the 
first  term  of  the  United  States  District  Court  for 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa  Territory,  convened  at 
Burlington,  Nov.  26,  1838.  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Wil- 
son presided,  with  Alfred  Rich  as  District  Attor- 
ney, and  John  Dunlap.  Clerk.  For  the  next  eight 
years  this  system  prevailed. 

In  1846  Iowa  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and 
all  courts  were  re-organized.  Des  Moines  Count3' 
became  part  of  the  First  District,  together  with  the 
counties  of  Lee,  Heniy  and  Louisa.  George  H. 
Williams,  of  Lee  County,  was  the  first  Judge,  serv- 
ing from  1847  until  1852,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Ralph  P.  Lowe,  also  of  Lee  County,  who  served 
until  1857,  when  he  resii^ned,  and  John  AV.  Rankin 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  serving  until  the 
election  of  Thomas  AV.  Claggett,  one  month  after- 
ward. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  1857,  the  same  coun- 
ties heretofore  mentioned  still  continued  to  form 
the  First  District.  Francis  Springer,  of  Louisa 
County,  was  elected  in  1858,  re-elected  in  1862  and 
in  1866,  but  resigned  in  1869,  being  succeeded  by 
Joshua  Tracy,  of  Des  Moines  County,  who  was  ap- 
pointed bj'  the  Governor  and  elected  to  the  office 
in  1870.  Judge  Tracy  resigned  in  1874,  and  was 
succeeded  by  P.  Henry  Smyth,  of  Des  Moines 
County,  who  served  from  April  25,  1874,  until 
Sept.  25,  1874,  when  he,  too,  resigned,  and  Thomas 
W.  Newman  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacanc3^  He 
was  elected  a  few  weeks  later  and  served  one  term, 
being  succeeded  by  A.  H.  Stutsman,  of  Des  Moines 
County,  who  was  elected  in  1878,  re-elected  in  1882, 
and  served  until  1886. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  passing  an 
<• 


act  for  the  re-organization  of  the  districts,  Des 
Moines  County  still  retained  its  place  in  the  First 
District,  being  associated  with  Lee  County.  Charles 
H.  Phelps,  of  Des  Moines,  and  J.  M.  Casey,  of  Lee 
County,  are  the  Judges. 

In  1868  an  act  was  passed  \)y  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State,  dividing  each  judicial  district 
into  two  circuits.  John  C.  Power  was  the  first  Cir- 
cuit Judge  from  Des  Moines  County.  After  con- 
tinuing this  system  for  eighteen  years  the  General 
Assembly  repealed  the  act. 

The     Bar. 

ES  MOINES  COUNTY  has  ever  had  reason 
to  be  proud  of  its  legal  talent,  numbering 
among  the  members  of  its  bar  a  number 
who  have  made  National  reputations. 
William  W.  Chapman  has  the  honor  of  being  the 
first  to  "  hang  out  his  shingle  "  in  the  Flint  Hills 
settlement.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  served  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  for 
some  years.  Among  others  who  settled  here  at  an 
early  day  was  James  W.  Wood,  familiarly  known 
as  "Old  Timber,"  a  man  of  commaiiding  presence, 
and  of  fine  ability  as  a  lawyer,  the  peer  of  any  in  his 
day.  He  died  at  Steamboat  Rock,  Hardin  Co., 
Iowa,  a  few  years  ago.  John  C.  Breckeuridge, 
afterward  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  also 
practiced  here.  Isaac  Leilier,  Robert  R.  Williams, 
James  W.  Grimes,  David  Rorcr,  Henry  W.  Starr, 
Jonathan  C.  Hall,  Charles  Mason,  L.  D.  Stockton, 
Milton  D.  Browning  and  William  H.  Starr,  are  also 
numbered  among  the  pioneer  attorneys.  In  this 
connection  we  present  an  extract  from  an  address 
by  Hon.  George  Frazer,  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  the  b.ar  of  Des  Moines  County  now  living. 

"I  came  here  in  1849.  *  *  *  Before  my 
entrance  here  Chapman  and  Mills  and  Breckeu- 
ridge had  Iteen  members  of  the  bar,  all  men  of 
eminent  ability.  Mills  was  a  victim  of  the  Mexican 
War.  Breckenriilge  went  back  to  his  native  Ken- 
tucky, and  was  at  a  later  day  Senator  from  that 
State,  and   Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

"They  left  here,  however,   lawyers  in  every  way 

their  peers,  who  were  always  ready   to  cope  with 
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them,  and  who  kept  pace  with  the  survivor  in  the 
race  for  meriterl  distinction.  I  found  here  J.atnes 
W.  Grimes,  Henry  W.  Starr,  Jonathan  C.  Hall, 
Charles  Mason,  Lacon  D.  Stockton,  Milton  D. 
Browning,  David  Rorei'  and  William  II  Starr,  all 
and  each  of  whom  were  able  lawyers.  Each  of 
them  continued  to  make  this  city  his  residence 
through  life,  here  each  of  them  at  last  ceased  frcnn 
his  labors,  and  now  no  lawyer  survives  and  resides 
here  whom  I  found  on  my  arrival.  Then  they 
were  all  in  vigorous  early  or  mature  manhood. 
Judge  Mason  was  the  oldest,  and  he  was  but  forty- 
five;  Judge  Rorer  was  one,  and  Judge  Hall  three 
years  his  junior.  The  others  were  between  thirty 
and  forty,  and  all  seemed  animated  by  the  desires, 
aims  and  ambitions  natural  to  their  profession,  and 
the  conditions  and  circumstances  in  which  the^' 
were  placed. 

'•Judge  Stockton,  who  first  dropped  out  of  the 
ranks  of  the  living,  was  born  in  Richmond  County, 
Ky.,  in  1814,  and  died  June  9,  1860.  He  came  to 
Burlington  in  1837.  He  was  about  six  feet  in 
height,  well  proportioned,  good-looking,  of  appar- 
ently rugged  health,  wore  glasses,  of  correct  habits, 
studious,  fond  of  literature,  and  possessed  of  much 
general  information.  He  had  less  legal  practice  than 
most  of  those  I  have  mentioned,  and  did  not  seem 
anxious  either  for  practice  or  popularity.  He  was 
not  specially  gifted  as  a  public  speaker,  but  I  re- 
member that  at  a  public  meeting  held  in  >  Old  Zion,' 
called  to  endorse  the  'compromise  of  18.50,'  which 
was  assumed  by  men  of  both  leading  parties  to  have 
finally  settled  the  dispute  about  slavery,  Stockton 
m.ade  the  principal  speech,  and  that  it  w.as  a  long 
and  able  one.  He  held  the  office  of  Mayor  and  per- 
haps other  local  offices.  In  1856  he  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  Gov.  Grimes,  was 
elected  to  the  same  position  bj'  the  Legislature  in 
1857,  and  again  elected  by  the  people  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution,  and  he  remained 
on  the  bench  until  his  decease.  This  office  was  one 
for  which  he  was  eminently  fitted  by  his  ability, 
integrity,  learning  and  scnmd  judgment.  He  was 
an  excellent  writer,  and  those  wlio  will  study  his 
opinions  will  not  onl}'  find  them  sound  in  law,  but 
clad  in  a  simple,  terse,  incisive  style,  of  which  Lin- 
coln's was  the  supreme  example.     He  died  too  soon 
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for  his  fame  as  a  Judge.  Had  he  lived  he  would 
have  grown  immensely,  for  he.  was  capable  of 
growth,  and  a  longer  judicial  career  would,  in  my 
opinion,  have  placed  him  among  the  very  first 
Judges  of  the  land.  Consumption  made  him  its  vic- 
tim at  the  age  of  forty-six.  What  was  thought  of 
him  by  his  brothers  of  the  Supreme  Court  may  be 
learned  from  the  memorial  contained  in  volume  10 
of  the  Iowa  reports. 

"  Twelve  j-ears  after,  this  bar  followed  the  remains 
of  ex-Senator  Grimes  to  his  last  resting-place.  I 
need  only  say  here  that  he  filled  many  public  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  honor,  from  City  Solicitor  to  that 
of  Governor  of  the  State,  and  United  States  Sen- 
ator, and  in  each  was  distinguished  for  ability,  zeal 
and  efficiency.  I  have  already  said  that  his  rank  at 
the  bar  was  among  the  first. 

"Two  years  more  passed  away,  and  another  leader 
of  this  bar  dropped  out  of  his  place  among  us  for- 
ever. Jonathan  C.  Hall,  born  Feb.  27,  1808,  at 
Batavia,  N.  Y.,  came  to  Iowa  in  1840;  to  this  city 
in  1844;  died  June  11,  1874,  being  a  little  more 
than  sixty-six  years  old.  Judge  Hall  was  over  six 
feet  in  height,  broad-shouldered,  deep-chested,  with 
a  fair  com|)lexion,  a  big  man  physically,  with  a 
head  large  in  i)roi)ortion,  and  a  big  brain  within  it. 
He  was  fond  of  hunting,  and  wiien  I  first  knew  him 
could  carry  his  250  pounds,  avoirdupois,  over  as 
much  ground  in  a  daj''s  hunt  as  any  of  his  younger 
companions.  His  native  ability  was  great,  perhaps 
greater  than  that  of  any  of  his  competitors,  but  he 
had  less  culture  than  others,  and  was  less  inclined 
to  literary  pursuits.  His  only  studies  were  law  and 
politics,  and  these  under  the  urgency  of  present 
necessity.  He  had  immense  force,  was  conscious  of 
it,  and  relied  upon  that,  not  mistakenlv',  to  cairy 
him  over  all  obstacles  and  through  any  emergency. 
He  loved  to  talk,  and  his  office  was  headquarters 
for  his  political  associates.  He  was  the  chief  Donid- 
cratic  speaker  in  this  region  and  seemed  at  home  on 
the  stump.  There  was  little  or  no  polish  in  his 
speeches,  the  graces  of  the  orator  were  never  aimed 
at,  but  he  was  forceful,  and  always  had  something 
to  say  and  said  it  with  the  zeal  of  conviction.  Both 
as  a  law}'er  and  politician  he  was  always  sure  that 
his  side  was  right,  and  his  earnestness,  joined  to  his 
unusual   power,  supplied   the  deficiencies  of  grace 
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niul  culture  under  which  he  quite  uuconsciouslj'  la- 
bored. He  was  a  dangerous  antagonist  at  the  bar 
and  elsewhere.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Con- 
stitntion.ll  Convention  from  Henry  County',  and  of 
the  third,  which  formulated  our  present  constitu- 
tion, from  this  county,  and  in  both  eminently  use- 
ful. He  was  for  several  terms  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly,  was  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
which  he  resigned  after  occupying  that  position 
a  year,  and  Presidential  Elector  in  1856.  He  was 
in  all  three  positions  faithful  and  effective  accord- 
ing to  his  convictions  and  in  proportion  to  his  abil- 
ity. He  was  a  thorough  man.  loyal  to  his  friends 
and  his  duty  as  he  saw  it,  and  where  his  prejudices 
were  not  provoked  was  liberal  and  generous  to  a 
fault.  As  the  saying  is,  'his  soul  was  as  big  as  his 
body." 

"Seven  years  elapsed,  and  Henry  W.  Starr  followed 
Hall  to  the  tomb.  Starr  was  born  at  Middlebnr)^ 
Yt.,  July  24,  181.5,  gradu.ated  at  the  college  in  that 
town,  studied  law  in  Cincinnati,  and  on  his  admis- 
sion to  the  bar  came  to  Burlington  in  1837,  and 
continued  to  reside  here  until  his  death,  Oct.  30, 
1881.  He  was  Mayor  of  the  citj'  that  and  the  suc- 
ceeding year,  and  I  think  never  filled  any  higher 
otlkial  position,  and,  I  believe,  never  sought  an}'. 
He  was  of  medium  height,  well  built,  possessed  of 
a  good  constitution,  and  every  way  attractive  in 
jierson  and  address.  In  those  da\-s  at  all  public 
assemblies  Starr  was  the  popular  orator,  and  w'as 
the  file  leader  in  all  matters  not  originating  in  party 
politics.  He  w.as  a  man  of  reading  and  much  gen- 
eral information,  an  able,  forcible,  and  sometimes 
eloquent  speaker,  and  always  ready  to  speak  upon 
any  occasion  of  sufficient  importance.  He  w.is  re- 
garded, and  I  think  justly,  as  the  most  gifted 
speaker  at  the  bar.  If  any  could  fairly  compete 
with  him  in  this  respect  it  was  his  partner.  Grimes, 
and  their  stj'le  and  manner  were  so  different  th.at  a 
comparison  would  be  rather  invidious  than  useful. 
As  a  lawjer,  .Starr,  by  common  consent,  occupied 
the  very  first  rank.  I  remember  hearing  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  discussing  the  comparative 
ability  of  the  law3-ers  of  the  State,  iind  they  agreed 
in  putting  Starr  at  the  head  of  all,  and,  if  I  am  not 
mist.aken.  Hall  a  good  second.  Starr  was  brilliant, 
as   well  as  a  good   thinker.     Though   not  learned 


among  men  of  learning,  he  re.ad  much  and  acquired 
a  mass  of  general  information  outside  of  law  and 
politics.  What  he  read  he  tenaciously  retained, 
and  could  use  effectivelj-  when  occasion  demanded. 
He  was  a  born  leader;  he  was  in  his  element  when 
in  the  heat  of  contest,  and  a  political  career  was 
open  to  him  if  he  had  cliosen  to  adapt  himself  to  its 
necessities. 

'•The  next  who  departed  this  life  was  Milton  D. 
Browning,  born  on  Christmas  D.ty,  1810,  studied  law 
with  his  brother,  O.  H.  Browning,  at  Quincy,  111., 
came  to  Burlington  in  ISSC,  and  died  Nov.  6,  1881. 
Browning  was  over  six  feet  high,  neither  stout  nor 
lean ;  active,  vigorous,  and  in  1849,  and  for  years 
thereafter,  enjoyed  a  very  extensive  and  successful 
practice.  He  was  in  those  d.a3'S  very  popular,  and 
though  he  was  a  Whig  and  the  county  decidedly 
Democratic,  he  was  twice  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
in  which  he  proved  a  useful  an  dacceptable  member, 
and  was  United  States  Attorney  for  this  State  un- 
der Johnson.  At  the  bar  his  success  was  owing 
more  to  his  knowledge  of  men  than  to  any  unusual 
acquaintance  with  law.  He  could  delude  a  jury  or 
stultify  a  witness  more  frequently  .and  thoroughly 
than  any  of  his  fellows.  He  was  almost  reckless  in 
hisple.adings,  but  could  devise  an  unknown  expedi- 
ent for  their  correction  promptly,  and  wriggle 
through  his  case  and  win  it,  when  others,  more  ac- 
curately versed  in  the  law,  would  have  yielded  in 
despair.  He  w.as  not  an  attractive  speaker,  his 
manner  was  no  more  elegant  than  Hall's,  his  matter 
less  coherent  and  logical,  but  he  could  tell  a  per- 
tinent anecdote  and  manifest  zeal,  usually  with 
sufficient  skill  to  reach  and  .accomplish  his  aim. 
.Socially,  he  was  a  very  companionable  man.  and, 
like  most  Kentuckians,  he  was  fond  of  societj'  and 
conversation,  and  little  inclined  to  books  or  stud}', 
yet  as  long  as  he  continued  to  practice  he  succeeded 
in  maintaining  a  standing  equal  to  any. 

"A  few  months  after  the  death  of  Browning, 
Charles  Mason  passed  away.  He  was  born  Oct. 
24,  1804,  graduated  at  the  West  Point  Milit.ary 
Academy,  .afterward  studied  law.  was  for  some 
time  an  editorial  writer  on  the  New  York  Evening 
Post,  while  the  young  and  brilliant  Leggett  was  ex- 
hibiting his  genius  in  a  short  career,  came  to  Bur- 
lington  before    1837,    and    died    Feb.    25,    1882. 
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Judge  Mason  was  tall,  gaunt,  walked  erect  and  with 
a  soldierly  gait,  had  a  stern  and  unyielding  aspect, 
and  was  a  man  of  mark  wherever  he  appeareil.  He 
was  the  first  Chief  Justice  of  the  territorial  court,  ap- 
pointed in  1838,  which  position  he  held  imtil  1847, 
when  he  resigned.  In  1848  he  and  W.  G.  Wood- 
ward, of  Muscatine,  afterward  Judge  of  our  Su- 
preme Court,  and  Stephen  Hempstead,  of  Dubuque, 
subsequently  Governor,  were  constituted  the  com- 
mission selected  by  the  Legislature  to  draft  a  code 
of  laws,  and  their  joint  labor  resulted  in  the  'code 
of  1851.'  He  was  a  little  later  Commissioner  of 
Patents  at  Washington,  and  during  the  Rebellion 
was  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor.  He  never 
practiced  much  at  this  bar.  his  connection  with  it 
being  principally  judicial.  Mason  was  probably  the 
best  equipped  of  an}'  of  the  earliest  lawyers  on  his 
arrival  here.  He  was  the  oldest  and  possessed  the 
most  experience,  and  as  thoroughly  cultured  as  any. 
His  intellect  was  of  a  high  order,  and  was  well  cul- 
tivated through  a  long  career.  He  was  not  a  fine 
speaker,  but  a  very  clear  and  forcible  writer,  but 
more  logical  than  elegant.  His  legal  ability'  may 
be  judged  from  his  opinions  contained  in  Morris' 
reports.  They  are  generally  brief,  clear  and  deci- 
sive. He  always  seems  solicitous  to  use  as  few 
words  as  possible,  an  example  which  I  have  no  doubt 
the  bar  would  be  glad  if  all  Judges  would  imitate. 

"The  last  of  the  pioneer  lawyers,  David  Rorer, 
died  July  7,  1884.  He  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
where  he  was  born  in  1805,  studied  law  there,  I  pre- 
sume; afterward,  I  believe,  resided  for  a  time  in 
Arkansas,  but  finally  made  this  citj'  his  home  about 
1 836.  Judge  Rorer  was  short  in  stature,  but  broad, 
stout,  muscular,  and  all  his  life  full  of  energy.  He 
was  a  ceaseless  worker,  and  the  onlj'  one  among 
those  I  have  named  who  seemed  to  love  work  for 
its  own  sake.  The  rest  would  labor  to  attain  an 
end,  to  accomplish  a  puj'pose,  but  Rorer  would 
make  work  merely  that  he  might  be  doing  it.  He 
was  a  verj'  good  and  a  very  successful  practitioner, 
but  his  success,  I  think,  was  attributable  more  to  his 
industry  and  application  than  to  any  unusual  share 
of  natural  ability.  Duiing  all  the  time  from  my 
first  acquaintance  with  him  until  his  death,  his  resi- 
dence and  office  were  the  same,  and  when  not  in 
court  he  could  always  be  found  at  his  desk,  busily 
-<• '. — 


employed  with  his  books.  He  was  a  Democrat  and 
an  ambitious  one,  but  seemed  to  lack  those  elements 
of  popularity  which  secure  political  preferment. 
He  was  the  author  of  three  legal  works,  "Interstate 
Law,'  'Judicial  Sales,'  and  the  'Law  of  Railroads,' 
all  of  which  were  written,  or  at  least  published,  in 
his  latest  j'ears,  and  after  he  had  in  a  measure  aban- 
doned general  practice,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
he  wrote  them  quite  as  much  to  emplo\'  himself  as 
for  the  reputation  he  may  have  hoped  to  acquire. 
"I  have  thus  stated  a  few  of  the  facts  which  occur 
to  me  in  the  lives  of  our  pioneer  bar,  with  my 
opinion  in  regard  to  their  several  distinguishing 
merits.  As  to  all  of  them,  it  will  be  noticed  that 
they  came  to  Burlington  in  very  early  manhood, 
and  when  the  city  that  now  is,  hardh'  reached  the 
dignitj'  of  a  village.  Most  of  them  here  began 
their  career  at  the  bar,  and  none  had  much  exijeri- 
ence  elsewhere.  Here,  on  the  confines  of  civilized 
settlement,  where  the  red  man  was  a  frequent  visitor 
and  his  hunting-grounds  not  distant,  in  a  rough  and 
ragged  collection  of  hastily  constructed  domiciles, 
among  unpolished  frontiersmen,  and  aU  the  rough 
and  tumble  struggle  of  a  border  life,  these  joung. 
energetic  and  ambitious  men  ripened  into  able 
lawyers,  Judges,  Statesmen,  and  have  left  behind 
them  reputations  which  do  them  honor.  None 
of  them  were  men  of  profound  or  extensive  learn- 
ing. None  of  them  aimed  to  be.  Even  of  law- 
there  was  always  much  of  which  they  had  little  or 
no  knowledge  and  sought  none.  Their  surround- 
ings, and  the  conditions  under  which  they  lived,  re- 
pelled, if  they  did  not  absolutely  prevent,  any  de- 
votion to  abstruse  knowledge  or  useless  branches  of 
law.  They  were  practical  men  and  w'ere  compelled 
to  be.  They  were  founders  of  a  city.  They  were 
building  a  State.  The  Father  of  Waters  rolled  liy 
them  and  illimitable  prairies  lay  west  of  them,  and 
together  they  suggested  grand  ideas  of  growth  and 
progress,  future  greatness  and  prosperity'.  They 
looked  forward  and  not  backward.  They  had  no 
time,  and  less  inclination,  to  bestow  a  thought  on 
mere  curious  learning.  Thej'  had  a  full  measine  of 
common  sense  and  applied  it  to  present  use.  What 
was  necessary  to  know,  that  they  sought  and  knew 
well.  They  were  something  more  than  lawyers — 
they  were  men  and  citizens  upun  whom  devolved 
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umisiial  duties  and  burdens.  They  saw  that  what 
they  did  would  nffeet  all  the  future  of  a  great  State. 
"With  singular  felicity  they  assisted  in  devising  a 
constitution  which  has  not  merely  proved  wise  and 
sufHcient  for  the  great  State  man}'  of  them  lived  to 
see,  but  wliich  has  been  the  exemplar  which  several 
others  have  been  glad  to  imitate.  The  founda- 
tions they  laid  were  deep  and  wide  and  of  the  en- 
during rock  of  common  sense.  They  have  re- 
mained firm  and  strong  and  sufficient  to  this  day. 
The}'  m.ny  be  destroyed  in  the  future  but  they  will 
never  fall  without  violence.  These  men  had  their 
trials  and  disputes  and  perplexities,  their  sorrows 
and  misfortunes,  but  they  all  lived  long  enough 
to  realize  that  the  work  done  in  their  youth  was  not 
done  in  vain,  and  that  the  city  and  State  they 
helped  to  found  had  outgrciwn  their  most  sanguine 
prophecies.  We,  who  now  occupy  their  places  at 
tiie  bar.  and  all  our  citizens,  owe  to  these  men  a 
debt  of  gratitude  which  we  can  only  repay  by  imi- 
tating tiieir  example." 


While  the  bar  in  the  early  days  of  the  history  of 
this  country  was  especially  strong,  that  of  the  pres- 
ent will  not  suffer  by  comparison.  In  this  volume 
will  be  found  biographical  sketches  of  many  of  the 
most  prominent  members,  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  reader  is  called.  The  following  named  comprise 
the  bar  as  at  present  constituted:  A.  M.  Antrobus, 
W.  AV.  Baldwin,  Melville  E.  Blake.  H.  O.  Brown- 
ing, W.  E.  Burke,  T.  G.  Catlett,  LaMonte  C'owles, 
W.  B.  Culbertson.  Dodge  &  Dodge,  W.  D.  Eaton, 
George  Frazee,  R.  J.  Funck,  S.  L.  Glasgow,  John 
Greiner,  Theodor  Guelich,  Paul  Guelich,  H.  C.  Had- 
ley,  Ilammack  &  Hammack,  T.  G.  Harper,  C.  B. 
Harrington,  Hedge  &  Blythe.  J.  T.  lllick.  Kelley  & 
Cooper,  George  H.  Lane,  C.  Marble,  William  C. 
McArthur,  Newman  &  Blake.  Thomas  G.  Newman, 
H.  C.  Ohrt.  D.  Y.  Overton,  C.  L.  Poor.  Power  & 
Huston,  H,  F.  Rohde.  J.  H.  Scott,  Seerley  &  Clark, 
P.  H.  Smyth  k  Son,  T.  B.  Snyder.  A.  [I.  Stutsman, 
S.  K.  Tracy,  Tracy  ife  Mercer,  T.  J.  Trulock,  T.  C. 
Whiteley,  Charles  Willuer. 
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HP]  Archimediaii  lever  that  moves  the  world 
is  without  doubt  found  in  the  printing  press. 
Des  Moines  County  has  ever  had  reason  to 
be  proud  of  its  newspapers,  which  have  wielded  a 
great  influence,  not  only  in  county  and  State,  but  in 
National  affairs. 


The  Burlington  Gazette. 

(^p^HE  Gazette  enjoys  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
liM^^  paper  issued  in  Burlington,  Iowa.  In  1  837 
^^^y  James  Clark  commenced  the  publication  of 
the  Territorial  Gazette  and  Burlington  Adcertiser. 
In  1838  the  firm  w.as  James  Clark  Ar  Co.,  Cyrus  S. 
Jacobs  being  the  editor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1839 
John  H.  McKinney  purchased  an  interest.  Bern- 
hart  Ilenn  and  James  H.  Morgan  were  the  owners 
in  1842.  They  were  both  able  men,  Mr.  Henn 
being  twice  elected  to  Congress,  and  Mr.  Morgan 
representing  his  county  in  the  State  Legislature 
repeatedly,  being  its  Speaker  at  one  time.  In  1845 
Mr.  Clark  went  back  to  the  ija^jer,  the  proprietors 
then  being  Clark  &  Tizzard.  In  1846  the  name  was 
changed  to  the  loiva  State  Gazette.  Some  lime  in 
the  year  previous  Mr.  Clark  was  appointed  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Territory,  and.  w.as  succeeded  on  the 
paper  by  a  Mr.  Thurston,  a  young  lawyer,  who 
afterward  sold  to  Dr.  (iates  in  1847,  and  he  in 
1848  sold  .again  to  Gov.  Clark.  In  1850  the  Gov- 
ernor was  stricken  down  with  the  cholera,  and  a 
joung  attorney  named  Childs  was  for  awiiile  the 
proprietor.  Dr.  riiiiip  Harvey  took  editorial  charge 
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in  1851,  and  greatly  distinguished  himself  as  a  vig- 
orous writer.  For  five  years,  from  1851  to  1855, 
Tizzard  &  Woodward,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Har- 
vey, were  the  proprietors.  In  1853  a  tri-weekly 
addition  was  commenced,  and  Col.  William  Thonii)- 
son  and  David  Sliewward  became  the  owners,  edi- 
tors and  publishers  in  1855,  when  a  daily  issue  was 
inaugurated.  Mr.  Taylor,  an  accomi)lished  and 
thorough  journalist,  had  the  paper  in  1860,  but  his 
death  occurred  soon  afterward,  and  in  18G2  the 
paper  became  the  property  of  Todd  it  Bently.  The 
name  Argus  was  added,  and  the  paper  appeared 
for  some  time  .as  the  Gazette  and  Argus.  H.  R. 
"Whipple  purchased  Mr.  Todd's  interest  in  1  860,  and 
Richard  A.  Barrett  and  Charles  I.  Baker  became 
tlie  possessors  of  Mr.  Bently's  interest  in  1867.  Mr. 
Baker  soon  absorbed  Mr.  Barrett's  share,  and  was 
not  long  in  getting  possession  of  the  interest  that  Mr. 
Whipple  owned.  Under  his  control  the  name  was 
again  changed  to  the  Gazette,  and  from  the  latter  part 
of  1867  until  1874  Mr.  Baker  wsis  the  owner  and 
controlling  spirit.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he 
st)ld  a  half-interest  to  Charles  H.  Pl.ayter,  of  the 
])ii\enpovt  Democrat.  Sept.  24,  1874,  W.  R.  Finch, 
of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Republican,  and  W.  W.  Blake, 
of  the  Hairk-Eye  staff,  and  Mr.  Playter  bought  out 
Baker  &  Playter,  anil  the  Gazette  Printing  Com- 
pany was  ushered  into  the  world.  Mr.  Playter 
withdrew  in  a  shoit  time,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Dr.  Miller;  then  Mr.  Finch  withdrew,  and  later  Mr. 
Miller,  the  gentlemen  selling  their  interest  to  Col. 
John  Bird,  the  firm  then  being  Bird  it  Blake,  witii 
C.  V.  Wheeler  as  business  manager.  Col.  Bird  sold 
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out  March  25,  1876,  when  Hon.  J.  Wesley  Barnes, 
Lewis  Melieus  and  W.  W.  Blake  owned  and  man- 
aged the  fortunes  of  the  paper.  Mr.  Melieus  sold 
out  in  the  fall  of  1876,  and  Seth  Elggleston  was  the 
third  owner  in  1877,  but  in  about  a  year  he  sold  to 

D.  M.  Hammack,  a  young  and  able  attorney  of  the 
city,  who  became  business  manager.  Barnes  <fe 
Hammack  were  the  acting  managers  of  the  paper 
until  the  spring  of  1880,  when  Messrs.  Baldwin, 
Hammack  &  Hutchinson  took  possession,  but  on  the 
6th  of  April,  1887,  A.  C.  Hutchinson  retired  from 
the  management.  John  H.  Ueabelle  was  then  editor, 

E.  M.  AVesner  business  manager,  and  A.  A.  Smith 
city  editor.  The  last-named  gentlemen  were  con- 
nected with  tlie  paper  for  several  years,  .and  under 
their  management  it  gained  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  best  papers  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

In  July,  1888,  Thomas  and  Henry  Stivers  pur- 
chased the  office,  and  are  now  publishers  of  the 
paper.  They  are  old  newspaper  men  who  have 
achieved  success  in  the  profession,  and  under  their 
management  the  (kizette  will  rank  second  to  none 
among  the  newspapers  of  the  State.  Thomas  Sti- 
vers is  editor-in-chief,  A.  A.  Smith,  city  editor,  and 
Henry  Stivers,  secretary  and  treasurer. 


The  Biirlinston  Hawk-Eye. 

i^^^^HIS  paper  is  well  known  throughout  the  State 
and  Nation,  and  dates  its  origin  from  the 
Gth  day  of  June,  1839,  wiienit  made  its  ap- 
pearance iis  the  Iowa  Patriot,  with  .Tames  G.  Ed- 
wards as  editor  and  proprietor.  It  was  a  small 
six-column  folio,  and  advocated  Wiiig  principles, 
being  at  the  time  the  only  Whig  paper  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. It  was  radical  and  outspoken  on  all  jiuliti- 
cal  questions,  its  editor  being  a  man  of  marked  abil- 
ity. For  some  time  the  question  of  an  appropriate 
name  for  the  people  of  Iowa,  distinguishing  them 
from  the  -'Suckers"  of  Illinois,  ''Pukes'"  of  Mis- 
souri, and  "Badgers"  of  Wisconsin,  was  discussed 
in  the  columns  of  the  Patriot,  and  the  term  '■^Hatvk- 
Eye"  seemed  to  meet  with  general  approval.  To 
more  certainly  fix  the  name,  Mr.  Edwards  changed 
tiie  name  of  the  paper  to  the  Hawk-Eye  and  Iowa 


Patriot.  In  1843  the  latter  name  was  dropped, 
since  which  time  it  has  been  known  as  the  Hawk- 
Eye,  or  Burlington  Hawk-Eye. 

In  December,  1844,  Col.  Fitz  Henry  Warren  be- 
came associate  editor  with  Mr.  Edwards,  and  March 
13,  1845,  the  paper  was  enlarged  to  36x46  inches. 
In  July  following  J.  M.  Broad  well  bought  an  in- 
terest in  the  paper,  and  the  firm  became  Edwards 
<fe  Broad  well.  In  the  summer  of  1848  the  Haivk- 
Eye  received  its  first  special  telegraphic  dispatches, 
the  line  having  been  extended  to  the  city  during 
th.at  season.  In  June,  1851,  the  paper  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Stockton  &  Pierson,  the  former  being 
editor.  Mr.  Stockton  soon  retired,  leaving  Mr. 
Pierson  sole  owner.  He  was  succeeded  by  C.  Dun- 
ham, who  soon  after  took  into  partnership  J.  L. 
Brown,  and  the  paper  was  continued  by  Dunham  & 
Brown.  In  July,  1855,  they  purchased  the  office  of 
the  Ti'lajniph,  a  rival  Whig  siieet  established  in 
1850,  and  the  paper  became  the  Haivk-Eye  and 
Telegraph.  In  June,  1856,  John  L.  Brown  retired 
from  the  paper,  and  C.  Dunliam  became  sole  jiro- 
prietor. 

The  Hawk-Eye  and  Telegraph  was  among  the  first 
to  advocate  Republican  principles,  and  early  in 
1856  hoisted  the  name  of  Gen.  John  C.  Fremont  as 
its  choice  for  President,  subject  to  the  decision  of 
the  National  Republican  Convention.  In  1857  the 
word  Telegrapjh  was  dropped.  Mr.  Dunham  con- 
tinued as  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Hawk-Eye 
until  1804.  when  Edvvards  Ar  Beardsley  became  pro- 
prietors. In  October,  1874,  "The  Hawk-Eye  Piili- 
lisliing  Com()any"  was  formed,  and  became  pro- 
prietors of  the  paper.  Tiie  editorial  staff  was  then 
composed  of  the  following  named:  Frank  Hatton, 
editor-in-chief;  R.  J.  Burdette,  J.  S.  AVaite,  Charles 
Beardsley,  associate  editors;  Allison  Leadly,  city 
editor;  C.  Y.  Wheeler,  business  manager.  Various 
changes  have  since  been  made  in  the  editorial  staff 
and  business  management  of  the  paper,  but  it  has 
always  taken  and  occupied  a  front  rank  among  the 
journals  of  Iowa.  At  no  time  has  it  ever  wavered 
in  the  support  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  The  editorial  staff  as  composed  in  Septem- 
ber, 1 8x8,  is  as  follows :  J.  L.  Waite,  general  man- 
.ager;  Ijouis  Weinstcin,  managing  editor;  Jason  E. 
Calkins,  city  editor. 
— ^ a^ 
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Tlie  Iowa  Tribune. 

\T  N  the  spring  of  1  852  appeared  the  Burlington 
I  VolksbJatt.  with  Mr.  Murtz  as  proprietor,  and 
/ii  Adelbert  Loehr,  as  editor.  Dr.  Scholer  soon 
afterward  became  proprietor,  and  in  1853  associated 
with  himself  H.  C.  Ohrt,  as  editor,  the  latter  re- 
maining until  1854,  when  F.  Goll  purchased  the 
ofHoe,  and  became  sole  editor  and  proprietor.  In 
1855  it  passed  into  tlie  hands  of  Weber  &  Wolf,  and 
the  name  of  the  paper  was  changed  to  that  of  the 
Freie  Presse.  It  was  edited  by  Mr.  Mader  until 
July,  1856,  when  H.  C.  Ohrt  succeeded  him.  After 
the  October  election,  in  that  year,  Henry  Binder 
became  editor,  remaining  until  in  JIarch,  1857. 
Weber  &  Wolf,  under  foreclosure  of  mortgage, 
then  sold  the  paper  to  C.  Kuestenmacher,  when  H. 
C.  Ohrt  became  editor,  but  was  succeeded  in  a 
short  time  l)y  Prof  Seybold.  Then  came  Mr.  Bitt- 
mann,  and  again  H.  C.  Ohrt,  as  editor.  In  1860 
Mr.  Vanzelow  became  editor  and  proprietor,  but  on 
account  of  ill-health  was  obliged  to  retire  from 
editorial  control  in  favor  of  H.  C.  Ohrt.  Upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  Vanzelow,  in  1861,  Daldorf  <fe 
Guelich  purchased  the  paper,  and  changed  its  name 
to  the  loiva  Tribune.  Theodore  Guelich  assumed 
editorial  management,  and  made  the  paper  Repub- 
lican in  politics.  In  1863  Mr.  Guelich  sold  his 
interest  to  his  partner,  but  continued  to  act  as 
editor  until  the  summer  of  1864.  His  successors 
were  M.  Langeloth,  Conrad  Greiner  and  Prof.  E. 
Poppe.  In  1868  E.  Schilling  became  a  partner  of 
Mr.  Daldorf  in  its  publication,  and  Dr.  G.  vSchilling 
became  editor.  In  February,  1871,  tlie  Iowa 
Tribune  Company  vvas  formed,  consisting  of  Paul 
Lange,  Prof.  E.  Poppe,  Fred  Becker  and  Theodore 
Guelich.  In  the  spring  of  1874  Theodore  Biscliof 
was  included  in  the  company,  and  his  father,  E. 
Bischof,  w.as  engaged  as  editor.  In  1875  the 
.  Tribune  Company  w.as  dissolved,  and  the  paper 
passed  into  the  han<ls  of  Paul  Lange  &  Co.,  with 
L.  Mader  as  editor.  In  1877  L.  Weinstein  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Mader.  Lange  &  Co.  dissolved  In 
1880.  and  sold  their  paper  to  Wohlwend  &  Wein- 
stein, who  conducted  the  Tribune  till  1883,  Louis 
Weinstein  occupying  the  editorial  chair.  Up  to 
this  time  the  Tribune  Ytud  been  a  Republican  paper, 
but  the  prohibition  tendency  of  that  party  made  a 


change  in  politics  desirable  and  necessary.  Wein- 
stein sold  his  interest  to  Wohlwend  &  Co.,  and  the 
paper  was  changed  into  an  organ  of  the  Democratic 
party,  under  the  editf>rinl  management  of  Dr. 
Dorfling.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  Wohlwend  & 
Co.  sold  to  Wohlwend  &  Sons,  and  H.  C.  Ohrt  took 
the  editorial  chair.  Sometime  after  the  pa|)er  went 
into  the  hands  of  the  Iowa  Tribune  C'tmipany.  and 
in  the  spring  of  1888  was  sold  to  the  Iowa  Tribune 
Publishing  Company,  a  joint  stock  company  whose 
President  is  Mr.  Theodore  Gulich;  Secretarj',  Hans 
Ravene;  and  Business  Manager,  Charles  Blanke. 
H.  C.  Ohrt  is  chief  editor,  and  Max  Poppe  con- 
ducts the  citj'  department.  Tlie  T/viMne  is  Demo- 
cratic in  politics.  It  owns  its  comfortable  new 
quarters,  corner  of  Columbia  and  Alain  streets,  and 
does  also  an  extensive  job  business. 

The  Western  HerahL 

ON  the  14th  day  of  March,  1885,  the  first  num- 
ber of  this  paper  made  its  appearance,  under 
the  name  of  the  Jualice.  It  was  started  by  a 
number  of  printers  then  on  a  strike  from  the  Haick- 
i/^/e  office,  who  formed  and  incorporated  a  com  [lany 
under  the  name  of  The  Justice  C'oin|)any.  The 
Knights  of  Labor,  of  Burlington,  who  sided  with 
the  strikers,  were  its  backers.  Tiie  i)a[)er  was  a 
seven-column  folio,  issued  dailj'.  After  running 
the  paper  about  two  weeks,  it  was  sold  to  D.  James 
Wording  &  Co.,  who  carried  it  on  under  the  name 
of  the  Justice  Publishing  Company  until  Decem- 
ber, 1885,  when  it  was  sold  under  a  foreclosure  of 
mortgage,  and  bought  in  by  the  Knights  of  Labor, 
who  were  virtually  the  original  company.  The 
Knights  ran  it  about  one  year,  with  Mr.  Wording 
as  business  manager,  and  then  sold  to  that  gentle- 
man, who  continued  its  publication  until  JUI3',  1888, 
when  he  sold  to  J.  J.  Wohlwend,  who  is  now  editor 
and  publisher,  though  Mr.  Wording  is  retained  as 
cit3'  editor.  The  name  of  the  paper  was  changed 
to  the  Western  IleniJd  in  April,  1888.  Until  its 
purchase  by  Mr.  Wohlwend  the  paper  was  Inde- 
pendent, politically,  and  chiefl}'  noted  for  its  advo- 
cacy of  the  rights  of  the  laboring  man,  and  its 
opposition    to   everything  savoring  of  monopoly, 
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espcciall}'  railroad  monopoly.  It  is  the  only  daily 
paper  that  was  ever  sustained  more  than  two  years 
that  was  not  sustained  by  the  influence  of  tlie  lead- 
ing political  parties.  Since  passing  into  the  hands 
of  its  present  proprietor,  it  is  run  as  an  independent 
Democratic  paper. 

In  1886  a  weeklj'  issue  was  commenced,  and  is 
issued  at  $1  per  year.  Each  issue  has  from  six  to 
eight  pages,  seven  columns  to  a  page.  The  dail}' 
is  issued  at  ten  cents  per  week. 

-'i^^:- — ■ 


The  Saturday  Evening  Post. 

?0R  years  an  attempt  was  made  to  establish  an 
independent  newspaper  in  Burlington,  with- 
out success.  The  place  is  strewn  with  the 
corpses  of  defunct  papers,  some  of  which  were  ably 
edited  and  deserved  success.  On  the  1 2th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1882.  the  first  number  of  a  new  candidate  for 
public  favor  made  its  appearance  under  the  name  of 
the  Saturday  Evening  Post.  It  was  a  five-column 
quarto,  and  was  commenced  without  any  guarantee 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  without  the  name  of 
one  single  subscriber  upon  its  subscription  book. 
J.  W.  Murph}'  was  the  man  who  had  the  temeritj' 
to  enter  boldly  upon  this  work,  and  his  name  ap- 
peared as  editor  and  publisher.  The  paper  seems 
to  have  struck  a  popular  chord,  for  it  was  a  suc- 
cess from  the  start.  In  six  weeks  Mr.  Murph}'  was 
compelled  to  enlarge  it  tu  an  eight-p.Tgc  jjaper, 
six  columns  to  a  page.  At  the  present  time  each 
issue  has  from  ten  to  twelve  pages,  while  its  circu- 
lation is  over  3,000  per  week.  The  Post  is  in  poli- 
tics Republican,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  a  strong 
advocate  of  legal  prohibition.  Mr.  Murph}',  its 
editor,  seems  to  be  a  thorough  business  man,  an 
indefatigable  worker,  attending  not  only  to  edito- 
rial labor,  but  to  the  general  business  interests  of 
the  ofHce. 

The  Mediapolis  New  Era. 

HE    Mediapolis  New  Era.     This  paper  was 
established  in  the  fall  of  1874,  by  Newton 
&    Green,    under    the    name  of    Mediapolis 
Enterprise.     It  was  then  a  six-column  folio.    New- 


ton &  Green  continued  its  publication  until  1875, 
when  it  was  purchased  by  its  present  owner,  J.  W. 
Merrill.  The  paper  was  established  as  a  weekly 
and  continued  as  such  until  1876,  when  Mr.  Morrill 
changed  it  to  a  semi-weekly,  continuing  it  thus  for 
about  two  years.  He  then  changed  it  back  to  a 
weekly.  In  1883  he  changed  its  name  to  the  J^eiv 
Era,  by  which  it  is  yet  known,  and  in  1887  again 
resumed  its  publication  as  a  semi-weekly.  Under 
the  man.agement  of  Mr.  Merrill,  who  is  a  practical 
printer,  the  paper  has  proved  a  success  financially 
and  is  up  to  the  standard  of  the  country  papers  of 
the  State.  Mr.  Merrill  is  a  ready  writer,  well  in- 
formed on  all  questions  of  public  interest,  and  does 
not  hesitate  to  express  himself  freely  upon  every 
subject  that  may  be  agitated.  Politically,  the  New 
Era  is  a  Republican,  and  upon  the  temperance 
question  it  is  outspoken  in  favor  of  proiiibition. 
The  circulation  of  the  paper  is  generally  local,  and 
it  therefore  is  a  fine  advertising  medium  for  those 
desiring  local  trade. 


The  DanviUe  Weekly  News. 

(S^^HE  first  move  toward  establishing  a  paper  in 
(((^^  Danville  was  in  the  winter  of  1878-79,  by 
^^^'  Ben  M.  Hardin,  who  brought  out  the  first 
issue  of  the  Danville  Neir.s,  Feb.  1,  1879.  It  was 
a  four-column  folio,  printed  on  a  very  crude  home- 
made press,  which  did  very  poor  work.  Soon,  how- 
ever, a  number  of  public-spirited  citizens  of  the 
village  clubbed  together  and  bought  a  new  press, 
and  the  little  sheet  was  enlarged  to  a  six-column 
folio,  and  became  a  welcome  visitor  to  its  patrons. 
In  time  its  size  was  increased  to  a  seven-column 
folio.  In  1881  failing  health  compelled  Mr.  Hardin 
to  sell  out,  when  E.  Porter  &  Son  became  its  pub- 
lishers. They  enlarged  it  to  an  eight-column  folio, 
gave  their  readers  a  good,  newsy  paper,  and  very 
materially  increased  its  circulation.  In  March, 
1885,  E.  M.  Pike  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  the 
office,  ,and  continued  the  publication  of  the  paper 
until  the  following  September,  when  he  withdrew, 
and  on  the  10th  of  that  month  M.  A.  Kirkpatrick 
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it  Son  commenced  its  publication.  Under  their 
management  it  bas  become  one  of  the  fixtures  of 
Des  Moines  Count}',  and  the  village  of  Danville  has 
just  cause  to  be  proud  of  its  success.     Circulating 


largely  among  farmers  makes  it  a  good  advertising 
medium,  which  fact  is  not  onlj-  appreciated  bj'  the 
business  men  of  the  village,  but  of  Burlington  and 
surrounding  towns  as  well. 
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FTER  the  settlement  of  Des 
i^  Moines  County,  for  thirteen 
years  it  sustained  Territorial 
relation  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  until  that  time 
party  lines  were  not  strongly 
marked,  though  in  general  elec- 
tions part}-  candidates  were  nom- 
inated. For  some  years  the 
county  was  strongly  Democrat- 
ic, but  on  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  many  per- 
sons, especially  of  foreign  birth, 
who  were  believers  in  freedom,  as 
opposed  to  slavery,  flocked  to  its 
standard,  when  the  political  complexion  of  the 
country  was  changed.  This  continued  with  few  ex- 
ceptions until  the  passage  of  the  prohibitory  lawi 
when  the  foreign  population  in  sufficient  numbers 
went  over  to  the  Democratic  party,  to  give  it  the 
majority.  It  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  politi- 
cal history  of  the  county  from  its  organization  to 
the  present,  but  space  forbids. 

As  a  general  thing  the  officials  of  the  county,  of 
whatever    political    complexion,    have    discharged 


-T 


their  duty  in  a  faithful  manner.  In  this  connection 
a  list  is  given  of  all  county  officials  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  present  time: 

Probate  Judge — Under  the  laws  of  Michigan 
Territory,  1835,  John  Whitaker;  under  Wisconsin 
Territory,  1837,  Robert  Cock;  Iowa  Territory, 
1840.  Charles  Madera;  1842,  John  W.  Webber; 
State  of  Iowa,  1S46,  O.  H.  W.  Stull;  1847,  Joseph 
P.  Wightman.  In  1851  the  probate  business  passed 
to  the  County  Judge. 

County  Judges — l.sSl,  Charles  Mason;  1852,  O. 
C.  Wightman;  1855,  T.  W.  Newman;  1857,  O.  C. 
AVightman;  18C1,  H.  C.  Ohrt;  18(15,  John  C. 
Power;  18G8,  Emory  S.  Huston.     Office  abolished. 

School  Fund  Commissioners — W.  H.  Mauro,  Ju- 
lius F.  Tallant. 

Clerks  of  the  Courts — 1835,  William  R.  Ross; 
1838,  John  S.  Dunlap;  1847,  Oliver  Cock;  1850, 
Oliver  C.  Wightman;  1852,  Denise  Denise;  1854, 
A.  J.  Messenger;  1860,  John  Lahee;  18(52,  William 
Garrett;  1874,  Theodore  G.  Foster;  1884,  C.  P. 
DeHass;  1886,  William  D.  Inghram. 

Sheriffs — 1835,  Solomon  Perkins;  1840,  James 
Cameron;  1844,  John  H.  McKinney;  1846,  A.  W. 
Carpenter;    1850,  Edw.-ird  H.Ives;  1853.  William 
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Garrett;  1857,  A.  J.  Hillhouse;  1861,  Martin  Hei- 
sej;  I860,  Alexander  S.  Perry;  1867,  James  H. 
Latty;  1872,  William  Schaffner;  1879,  JVIatthew 
Roneldson  ;  1 881,  George  Kriechbaum  ;  1 887,  Nixon 
Fullerton. 

County    Recorders— 1835,    W.   B.    Ross;    1836, 
Ben    Tucker;  1837,  John  M.  Garrigues;  1838,  T. 

B.  Bayless;  1839,  Presley  Dunlap;  1840,  W.  B. 
Remey;  1840,  Charles  Nealey ;  1841,  John  John- 
son; 1842,  Henry  Moore;  1844,  George Blickhahn; 
1846,  Presley  Dunlap;  1846.  Henry  Moore;  1848, 
J.  F.  Tallant;  1860,  J.  W.  Webber;  1852,  Charles 
Madera;  1854,  Jacob  Arrick;  1855,  James  P.  Chap- 
man; 1856.  Charles  C.  Cloutman;  1857,  John  A. 
Ripley;  1860,  W.  B.  Remey;  1864,  Samuel  Pol- 
lock; 1874.  Fisher  Morrison;  1882,  James  P.  Irwin; 
1886,  Nels  Anderson. 

County   Treasurers 1837,   Jesse   B.    Webber; 

1838,  Thornton  Bayless;  1842,  Henry  Moore;  1844, 
George  Blickhahn ;  1848,  Julius  F.  Tallant;  1852, 
Charles  M.adera;  1854,  J.icob  Arrick;  1855,  Charles 

C.  Cloutman ;  1 856,  James  P.  Chapman ;  1 857.  John 
A.  Ripley;  1861,  W.  B.  Remey;  1867,  William 
Horner;  1875,  A.  C.  Hutchinson;  1879,  John  Bal- 
lard;   1881,  A.C.  Hutchinson;  1885,  E.  S.  Burrus. 


Clerks  of  County  Commissioners  .and  Supervis- 
ors— William  R.  Ross,  Presley  Dunlap.  John  R. 
AVoods,  Samuel  D.  Colburn,  William  M.  Wall- 
bridge,  John  L.ahee,  William  Garrett. 

Auditors— 1869,  E.  S.  Huston;  1871,  Truston  J. 
Copp;  1883,  P.aul  Guelich. 

Count}'  Surveyors— Prior  to  1  853,  Robert  Avery ; 
1853,  William  Thompson;  1854,  J.  K.Scott;  185-, 
John  D.  Wright;  1857,  T.  L.  Sargeant;  185-,  John 
W.  Webber;  1859,  A.  McMichael;  1861,  Oliver 
Hall;  1863,  Charles  Handler;  1868,  W.  H.  Gilles- 
pie; 1873,  R.  C.  Waddle;  1875,  John  Nau. 

Coroners — Jacob  Boyles;  1855,  John  Kii-kpat- 
ric;  1857,  Jacob  Weider;  1859,  William  Thomp- 
son; 1861,  Jacob  Weider;  1865,  S.  B.  Burge;  1867, 
W.  A.  Haw;  1873,  Jacob  Weider;  1875,  F.  Bry- 
dolph;  1877,  Jiicob  Weider;  1881,  Dr.  G.  W.  Craw- 
ford;  1883,  Dr.  G.  W.  Snyder;  1885,  F.  L. 
Unterkircher. 

Superintendents  of  Public  Instruction — 1854 
.James  D.  Eads;  1857,  M.  L.  Fisher;  1858,  R.  J 
Graff;  1  859.  Willi.am  Harper;  1861.  W.  Gregg,  Jr. 
1863,  AVilliam  Harper;  1865,  .J.  K.  MeCollough 
1867,  T.  J.  Trulock;  1871,  T.  B.  Snyder;  1875 
E.  Burris:  1877,  John  Paisley ;  1881,  R.  L.  Allspach 
1885,  W.  E.  Burke. 


i~ 


=h 


^ 


no 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


It  "^w ar""for  th'e  ■■■unIon'^" fl 


ROM  the  time  the  Govern- 
ment was  established  up  to 
1860,  slavery,  as  a  public 
question,  entered  into  near- 
ly every  political  contest. 
The  States  of  the  Union  in 
which  slavery  existed  continu- 
allj'  feared  their  rights  would 
be  encroached  upon,  and  to  al- 
lay such  fears  and  maintain 
(^  peace,  various  measures  were 
passed.  These  only  served  for 
:i  little  while,  and  were  never 
entirely  satisfactory  to  either 
partj'  interested.  That  known 
as  the  "  Missouri  Compromise"  seemed  to  come 
nearer  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  than  any  other, 
and  was  the  most  satisfactorj-  to  the  Northern 
States,  and  seemed,  for  a  time,  also,  to  satisfy  the 
South.  By  the  terms  of  that  compromise  slavery 
was  confined  south  of  an  imaginarj'  line  known  as 
the  Mason  and  Dixon  Line.  The  rapid  growth  of 
the  North,  and  the  formation  of  new  States  with- 
out slavery,  alarmed  the  Southern  people,  who 
feared  the  loss  of  power.  Then  came  the  repeal  of 
the  "Missouri  Compromise,"  the  adoption  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  Bill,  and  the  question  of  the  in- 
troduction of  the  slaves  into  the  Territories.  The 
Republican  partj',  formed  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting any  further  extension  of  slavery,  was  re- 
garded as  a  menace  by  the  South,  and  threats  of 
secession  were  made  in  the  event  of  that  party  com- 
ing into  power.  In  the  I'residential  campaign  of 
4* 


18G0  the  Republicans,  with  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
their  leader,  presented  a  solid  front,  while  the 
Democracy  was  divided,  presenting  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidencj',  rep- 
resenting the  Northern  wing  of  the  party,  and  John 
C.  Breekenridge,  of  Kentuck}^  representing  the 
Southern  wing.  John  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  was  also  a 
candidate,  receiving  his  nomination  from  the  Union 
party,  composed  principally  of  those  formerly  affili- 
ating with  the  American  or  Know-Nothing  parlJ^ 
The  election  of  Lincoln  was  almost  a  foregone  con- 
clusion. While  it  was  known  that  there  were  manj' 
hot-headed  men  in  the  South  willing  to  plunge  the 
country  into  civil  war,  few  persons  lealized  the 
danger,  or  for  a  moment  believed  that  the  threats 
of  the  Southern  people  would  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution. Little  was  known  of  the  preparations  being 
made  in  the  South  for  the  event  sure  to  follow  the 
election  of  Lincoln.  AVhen  the  result  of  the  gen- 
eral election  was  known,  and  months  before  the  in- 
auguration of  Lincoln  as  President,  South  Carolina 
and  other  States  passed  ordinances  of  secession,  and 
preparations  were  made  to  resist  any  force  that 
would  be  sent  against  them,  as  well  as  to  obtain 
possession  of  any  property  belonging  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  within  the  limits  of  their  States. 
At  Charleston,  S.  C,  two  forts  were  in  the  possession 
of  the  United  States  authorities,  Fts.  Moultrie  and 
Sumter.  The  former  was  abandoned,  the  troops 
being  moved  to  the  latter.  Early  in  April,  1861, 
the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  demanded  their 
surrender,  and  being  refused,  erected  fortifications 
upon   the  mainland  for   the   purpose  of  liombard- 
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luent.  No  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  them,  and 
when  completed,  another  demand  was  made  with 
threats  of  opening  fire  upon  the  fort  in  case  of  re- 
fusal. In  Ft.  Sumter  were  Maj.  Anderson  and  a 
gallant  band  of  loyal  men,  with  provisions  to  last 
but  a  short  time.  To  the  demand  for  the  surrender 
a  refusal  was  sent,  and  on  the  morning  of  April 
12, 1861,  the  rebels  commenced  the  attack  by  open- 
ing fire  upon  the  fort.  The  fire  was  returned  by 
the  brave  commander  of  the  fort,  but  on  the  14th 
he  was  compelled  to  lower  his  flag  and  yield  to  the 
rebels. 

The  first  gun  fired  upon  Ft.  Sumter  reverberated 
throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land, 
and  was  more  of  a  call  to  arms  than  the  proclama- 
tion of  President  Lincoln  for  75,000  men,  which 
immediately  followed.  There  was  no  lack  of  re- 
sponse to  this  call  among  the  Northern  States,  and 
no  State  more  enthusiastically  and  patriotically  re- 
sponded than  the  State  of  Iowa.  Men  and  money 
were  offered  without  reserve,  ^'olunteers  came 
from  all  vocations  in  life,  and  offered  up  their  lives 
on  the  altar  of  their  countrj'.  Patriotism  was  domi- 
nant in  every  heart.  Party  lines  were  ignored,  and 
political  conflicts  were  forgotten,  and  all  formed 
themselves  together  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union.  The  proclamation  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  issued  on  the  loth  day  of  April,  1861,  and  two 
days  afterward  Gov.  Kirkwood  issued  his  proclama- 
tion calling  for  the  men  of  Iowa  to  offer  their  serv- 
ices to  the  Union.  Des  Moines  County  came 
promptly  to  the  front,  and  from  the  first  to  the  last 
did  its  duty  faithfully,  furnishing  many  of  its  best 
men,  whose  lives  were  offered  up  as  a  sacrifice  that 
the  Union  might  be  saved.  Time  would  fail  to  tell 
of  the  heroic  deeds  of  those  who  went  out  in  life's 
young  manhood,  and  now  sleep  upon  Southern  soil, 
or  who  returned  with  body  racked  with  pain,  possi- 
b'y  minus  an  arm  or  a  limb,  and  j'et  remain  suffer- 
ing in  body  and  mind,  with  the  consciousness  that 


many  of  their  fellow-countrymen  fail  to  appreciate 
what  the}'  have  done. 

While  the  boys  were  in  the  field,  the  patriotic 
men  and  women  remaining  at  home  were  not  idle. 
Especially  should  the  women  of  Des  Moines  Count}' 
have  credit  for  what  they  did.  Think  of  the  strug- 
gle of  the  wife  giving  up  a  loved  husband,  the 
mother  a  dutiful  son.  and  the  maiden  a  lover  with 
whom  she  imagined  that  her  future  life  was  to  be 
passed,  while  love  would  reign  supreme  in  their 
hearts.  But  they  not  onl}'  gave  them  up,  but  sent 
them  forth  with  their  blessing,  while  praying  the 
God  of  battles  to  bring  them  safe  home  again. 
During  the  long  four  years  that  passed  they  held  in 
check  their  tears,  often  with  an  almost  breaking 
heart,  wrote  loving  and  cheerful  letters  to  the  absent 
ones,  formed  societies  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
and  forwarding  to  the  front  sanitary  supplies.  It 
was  indeed  a  grand  work  in  which  they  engaged, 
and  not  a  soldier  boy  whose  heart  was  so  callous 
that  he  did  not  gratefully  appreciate  the  service. 
Even  at  this  late  day,  when  a  quarter  of  a  century 
has  passed,  as  they  gather  together  at  their  re-unions 
they  tell  how  their  hearts  were  cheered  by  this  lov- 
ing remembrance. 

But  the  war  is  now  over,  peace  reigns  supreme 
throughout  the  land,  4,000.000  of  human  beings 
have  obtained  that  freedom  foi'  which  the}'  prayed, 
but  hardly  hoped  for.  But  it  was  a  fearful  price 
to  be  paid,  though  there  are  few  regret  it,  and  may 
it  never  again  occur.  While  it  has  been  said  that 
the  brave  boys  who  yet  remain  have  a  conscious- 
ness that  their  services  are  not  appreciated  bj'  some, 
yet  the  great  majority  do  not  neglect  to  show  their 
appreciation,  and  once  each  year  all  gather  in  the 
various  cemeteries  of  the  land,  and  while  they  strew 
the  graves  of  the  fallen  soldiers  with  beautiful 
flowers,  let  fall  the  silent  tear,  teach  their  children 
lessons  of  patriotism,  urging  them  to  likewise  be 
faithful  and  that  it  is  grand  to  die  for  one's  country. 
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ITHIN  a  period  of  three- 
score years  a  vast  empire 
has  been  peopled,  and 
improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  that  in  earlier 
years  would  have  required 
centuries  to  accomplish.  To  a  greater 
extent  than  any  other  influence  is  this 
due  to  the  railroads.  In  18.53  there  was 
in  process  of  construction  what  was  then 
known  as  the  Peoria  &  Oquawka  Rail- 
road. Oquawka  was  asked  to  contribute 
a  certain  sum  of  money  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road,  the  amount  being  held 
as  a  part  of  the  capital  stock,  for  which  certificates 
were  to  be  issued.  That  city  was  then  nearly,  if 
not  fully,  as  large  as  Burlington,  and  was  consid- 
ered one  of  the  best  jroints  on  the  Mississippi 
River.  It  was  easy  of  access,  and  a  good  place  for 
the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  river.  So 
thoroughly  impressed  were  the  citizens  of  that  place 
that  the  western  terminus  of  the  road  must  be 
Oquawka,  they  declined  to  furnish  the  amount  asked 
from  them.  Then  it  was  that  a  few  of  the  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Burlington  saw  their  opportunity 
and  they  undertook  and  accomplished  the  task  of 
raising  a  subscription  of  $75,000,  a  very  large 
amount  for  the  times,  and  the  men,  to  be  taken  in 
stock  in  the  road.  The  promptness  of  the  action, 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  men  who  undertook  and  car- 
ried through  the  task,  resulted  in  giving  them  favor 


with  the  railroad  company,  and  also  resulted  in 
turning  what  is  now  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  from  the  town  of  Oquawka,  111., 
as  its  western  terminus,  to  the  city  of  Burlington, 
Iowa.  The  citizens  of  Oquawka  were  of  the  opinion 
that  as  the  railroad  was  heading  then  toward  the 
Mississippi  River,  it  was  sure  to  terminate  at  their 
town.  The  argument,  too,  was  advanced,  of  the 
impracticability  of  successfully  constructing  a  rail- 
road over  eight  miles  of  bottom  land,  between  the 
bluffs  and  the  river.  They  argued,  and  made  them- 
selves believe,  that  it  would  require  more  money  to 
construct  this  eight  miles  of  road  than  could  be 
raised  in  the  little  city  of  Burlington.  Oquawka's 
indifference  was  then  Burlington's  opportunity',  and 
the  public  spirit  then  manifested,  and  which  has 
since  characterized  the  business  men  of  Burlington, 
was  demonstrated  by  promptly  subscribing  875,000 
within  a  ver}'  short  time.  The  road  was  completed 
to  the  river  opposite  the  city  of  Burlington  in  the 
spring  of  1855,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present 
this  city  has  been  steadily  on  the  march  onward 
and  upward. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
<fe  Quinc}',  is  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  Railroad,  a  great  north  and  south  line, 
running  through  some  of  the  finest  country  in  the 
Northwest,  and  all  of  which,  except  a  few  junction 
points,  more  directly  tributary  to  Burlington  than 
any  other  place.  This  might  well  be  termed  a  Bur- 
lington road,  .as  it  was  constructed  largely  by  Bur- 
lington capital,  and  merchants  and  manufacturers 
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of  that  city  consider  it  the  most  important  to 
their  interests  of  either  of  the  roads  centering  in 
tiie  city.  Ill  addition  to  the  main  line  it  has  four 
branches:  the  Pacific,  Postville,  Iowa  City  and 
Muscatine  divisions,  and  it  is  rapidly  extending 
its  conquests,  and  bringing  new  territory  within 
easy  access  to  Burlington.  It  now  operates  1,046 
miles.  With  its  main  line  and  branches,  and  its 
various  connections,  it  opens  an  immense  scope  of 
country  to  the  enterprise  of  Burlington  capital,  and 
to  the  credit  of  her  merchants  be  it  said,  they  im- 
prove the  opportunity  to  the  utmost  limit.  In 
addition  to  what  has  already  been  said  for  the  road, 
it  may  further  be  stated  that  it  has  direct  connec- 
tions with  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Rail- 
road, for  eastern  and  western  business,  handling 
Pacific  and  Atlantic  Coast  business,  and  carrying 
freight  to  all  intermediate  points. 

The  Burlington  &  Western,  Burlington  &  North- 
western, and  Keokuk  &  Northern  are  also  among 
the  Burlington  roads,  but  all  controlled  b}'  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy. 

There  are  4,655  miles  of  railroad  owned,  con- 
trolled and  o|)erated  by  the  Chicago,  Burlington  iV 
(Quincy  and  tlie  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  North- 
ern Railroads,  starting  from  Burlington  and  running 
south,  southwest,  west,  northwest  and  nortli  from 
that  city,  and  goods  may  be  loaded  in  cars  in  that 
city,  and  on  tliese  two  lines  of  road  alone  reaching 
sixty-one  of  the  ninety-nine  counties  of  Iowa,  and 
be  delivered  without  change  from  the  car  loaded  in 
or  transferred  from  the  companj-,  giving  bill  of 
lading  at  773  cities,  towns  or  stations  in  the  States 
of  Iowa.  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Kansas.  Minnesota 
and  Colorado,  and.  indirectly,  by  means  of  cross- 
ings and  connections  with  other  lines  of  railroad 
entering  the  same  territoiy,  they  may  reach  as  man^' 
more  cities  and  towns,  and,  under  the  new  pro  rating 
sj'stem,  with  almost  equal  advantage. 


C,  B.  &  Q.  Machine  Shops. 


^HE  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 


Company  owns  about  1,000  acres  of  land  on 
which  are  located  the  shops,  the  city  of  West 
Burlington,  Murray  Iron  Works  and  the  C,  B.  &  Q. 


reservoir.  The  shops  have  on  their  pay  roll  the 
names  of  about  1,400  men,  and  the  Murraj'  Iron 
Works  200.  The  principal  buildings,  with  dimen- 
sions in  feet,  are  :  The  erecting  shop,  320x130 ;  Mur- 
ray Iron  Works,  310x108 ;  storehouse  and  offices,  two 
stories,  56x302;  blacksmith  and  boiler  shops,  203x 
130  ;  engine  and  boiler  shops,  1 41x56  ;  wood  machine 
shops  and  planing-mill.  200x76  ;  freight-car  erecting 
shops,  222x91 ;  passenger  car  erecting  shops,  222x 
91;  paint  shop,  250x91;  dry  kiln,  150x75;  round- 
house for  ten  engine  stalls.  There  are  many  other 
minor  departments,  particulars  of  which  we  cannot 
now  give.  In  the  second  story  of  the  storehouse,  56x 
302,  is  a  large  and  complete  dry-goods  store,  con- 
taining the  various  textile,  rubber  and  oiled  goods 
used  in  car  upholstery. 

The  buildings  are  all  heated  by  steam  and  con- 
nected by  telephone.  Tunnels  below  and  cranes 
above  are  so  arranged  as  to  readily  and  easily  move 
even  the  heaviest  locomotives  to  any  part  of  the 
shops.  The  motive  power  for  running  every  piece 
of  machinery  in  the  shops  is  furnislied  bj'  one  370- 
horse  power  engine. 

The  blacksmith-shops  present  the  busiest  scene. 
On  entering,  we  see  being  made  by  machinery  the 
various  small  iron  parts  used  in  car  building.  One 
ponderous,  strong,  iron-jawed  leviathan  is  biting  off 
pieces  of  iron  rods,  an  inch  or  more  in  diameter,  for 
making  bolts,  another  complex  and  powerful  ma- 
chine takes  this  crude  bolt  and  puts  a  head  on  it, 
another  takes  it  and  punches  a  hole  in  the  other 
end  for  a  key,  another  puts  threads  on  it  for  nuts, 
while  near  by  still  another  machine  is  making  nuts 
for  the  bolts.  Each  of  these  machines  is  attended 
by  one  mechanic  or  blacksmith.  Then  there  are 
raacliines  that  do  all  the  work  for  their  productions, 
such  as  washers,  one  of  these  being  made  at  each 
stroke  of  the  stamp.  One  of  the  most  difficult  jobs 
in  blacksmithing  is  the  lengthening  of  boiler  tubes 
by  welding  pieces  onto  them,  and  this  is  accom- 
plished by  a  peculiar  piece  of  machinery. 

The  great  iron  frames  for  locomotive  engines  are 
forged,  trimmed,  planed  and  polished  by  machineiT. 
A  new  piece  of  machinery  for  this  kind  of  work, 
costing  $6,000,  is  now  being  placed  in  the  shops. 
Two  other  powerful  machines,  of  hydraulic  power, 
attract  attention :  one  with  twenty-five  tons  power 
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for  forcing  axles  into  the  wheels,  and  another  with 
greatly  increased  power  for  forcing  them  out.  An- 
other fine  and  costly  piece  of  mechanism  is  for  plan- 
ing slots  and  cutting  scallops,  such  as  would  require 
a  foot-adz  in  wood. 

In  the  boiler  shops  are  man}'  pieces  of  machinery 
worthy  of  notice,  one  in  particular  for  the  rivet- 
work  in  boilers.  This  is  operated  by  compressed 
air,  and  is  a  great  labor-saving  machine,  doing  its 
work  neatly,  rapidly,  and  in  the  most  substantial 
manner.  When  this  machine  is  set  to  work,  pan- 
demonium appears  to  have  taken  possession  of  this 
department,  and  the  old  style  of  boiler-riveting 
noises  seem  as  child's  pla}-.  In  the  engine  erecting 
shops  are  now  being  built  seven  uew  eugints,  two 
of  which  are  for  the  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Railway. 
The  shops  not  only  do  work  for  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy,  but  for  many  railway  companies 
throughout  the  West.  One  of  the  most  powerful 
pieces  of  machinery  to  be  found  anywhere  is  the 
overhead  crane  in  the  engine-shops,  costing  $15,000, 
and  by  which  an}'  of  the  largest  engines  can  be 
picked  up  and  moved  to  any  part  of  the  building. 
The  frame  work  was  built  in  these  shops  and  the 
lifting  apparatus  came  from  Philadelphia. 

Of  the  most  extensive  departments  of  these  shops 
is  one  where  the  freight  cars  are  built  or  repaired, 
another  where  the  fine  passenger  coaches  are  erected 
or  repaired.  Of  the  lesser  may  be  mentioned  the 
cabinet-shop,  where  all  the  patterns  are  made,  the 
upholstery,  the  telegraph  shops,  where  apparatus  be- 
longing to  the  telegraph  is  manufactured.  The 
planing-mill  or  carpenter  shops  are  large  and  com- 
plete. From  them  the  shavings  are  taken  through 
pipes  by  air  suction  to  the  furnace  where,  being 
mixed  with  slack  coal,  it  is  used  for  fuel. 

While  the  work  in  these  shops  is  on  a  very  ex- 
tensive scale,  economy  is  used  in  the  smaller  details. 
Scrap  steel  or  iron  in  small  pieces  is  gathered  up 
and  placed  on  boards  in  180-pound  lots,  placed  in 
the  furnace,  and  melted  into  "  blooms."  A  number 
of  these  lilooms  are  put  together,  properly  heated, 
and  run  through  the  rolling-mill,  forming  the  fine- 
est  quality  of  "  stub  and  twist"  slab  steel  or  iron.  An 
inspection  of  these  shops  reveals  one  of  the  most 
effective  combinations  of  forces  of  men  and  machin- 
ery, a  discipline  that  is  not  excelled  in  America,  a 


skill  that  is  not  surpassed  in  any  country,  and  a 
product  of  rolling  stock  for  railways  that  is  rapidly 
gaining  a  reputation  that  will  place  these  shops 
among  the  most  popular  in  the  United  States. 
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Union   Stockyards. 

i^^^HE  stockyards  at  East  Burlington  were  built 
l(((^^  b}'  the  Chicago,  Burlington  ife  Quincy  Rail- 
^^{^  road  Company  in  1867,  largely  increased  in 
1876,  and  are  now  the  most  extensive  3'ards  of  this 
railroad  system  west  of  Chicago.  They  have  been 
under  the  supervision  of  R.  S.  Hosford,  Esq..  of 
this  city,  for  many  years.  In  January,  1878,  370 
cars  of  stock  were  received,  and  for  the  same  month 
in  1879,  530  cars.  The  stock  received  for  January, 
1878-79.  was  respectively:  cattle,  3,400  and  3,982  ; 
hogs,  12,260  and  17,044. 

Mr.  Hosford  lias  general  charge  of  this  and  all 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &,  Quincy  stockj'ards  west 
of  the  river,  including  three  in  Nebraska,  one  each 
at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Creston  and  Pacific  Junction, 
Iowa.  Mr.  Fred  Hosford  is  the  superintendent  of 
the  East  Burlington  j'ards,  and  his  adaptabilitj'  to 
the  business  is  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  excel- 
lent condition  in  which  the  yards  are  kept,  and  the 
satisfaction  expressed  by  stock  shippers.  The  ca- 
pacity of  the  yards  is  200  carloads  of  stock.  This 
includes  pens  that  will  hold  several  carloads,  but 
these  are  all  being  changed  so  that  each  pen  will 
hold  only  a  carload,  in  anticipation  of  a  change  in 
shipping  stock  from  carloads  to  actual  weight,  in 
order  to  conform  to  the  interstate  commerce  law. 
Fifteen  to  twenty  cars  can  be  loaded  or  unloaded 
at  one  time. 

The  National  and  State  laws  require  that  stock 
shall  be  unloaded,  fed  and  watered  at  least  every 
twenty-eight  hours,  and  this  makes  these  stock- 
yards a  necessity.  As  the  stock  must  remain  off 
the  cars  at  least  five  hours,  many  of  the  stockmen 
stop  at  the  yards  hotel  over  night.  This  is  a  com- 
fortable and  well-kept  house,  Jacob  Wagner,  man- 
ager, and  fifty  men  can  find  pleasant  quarters  there. 
It  is  a  great  improvement  over  the  accommodations 
of  four  years  ago.  These  yards  have  been  greatly 
improved  by  a  complete  system  of  drainage,  so  that 
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stock  will  have  dry  beds  in  bad  weather.  Fifty  of 
the  pens  are  covered,  and  with  good  straw  beds 
cattle  and  hogs  are  assured  comfort  and  recuper- 
ation. 

During  the  past  year  a  half-mile  of  track  has  been 
added,  making  a  more  direct  connection  with  the 
bridge,  and  the  grading  makes  a  good  levee  and  a 
protection  to  the  j'ards  from  high  water.  A  com- 
jilete  S3'stem  of  water-works  has  also  been  added 
with  h3-drants  at  ever}'  pen,  and  so  arranged  that,  in 
iiot  weatlier,  water  can  be  thrown  on  the  stock  in 
I'ars.  The  reservoir  tank  is  thirty  feet  .above  the 
ground  level,  so  that  water  flows  freely,  and  the 
i;pservoir  being  supplied  by  a  good  steam  pump  in- 
sures a  bountiful  supply'  of  water. 

These  yards  are  connected  with  three  lines  of 
telegraph  and  a  system  of  telephone,  extending  to 
all  the  cities  within  fifty  miles.  Man}'  shippers, 
after  stopping  at  these  yards,  change  their  destin- 
ation and  ship  to  Keokuk  packers,  after  having 
made  sale  by  telephone.     There  is  also  a  rendering 


establishment  at  these  yards,  at  which  Chicago 
prices  are  paid  for  dead  stock.  A  new  set  of  car 
scales  has  been  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $3,000,  for  con- 
venience in  weighing  carloads  of  stock,  these 
being  the  first  yards  after  leaving  Creston  that  are 
in  general  use,  those  .at  Ottumwa  not  now  being 
used  except  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  yards  are 
growing  in  importance,  and  11,700  carloads  have 
been  fed  and  rested  there  during  the  past  year.  The 
number  of  cattle  cars  stopping  is  rapidly  on  the 
increase,  while  hog  cars  are  declining  in  numbers  on 
account  of  the  pork-packing  establishments  growing 
up  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  On  this  account 
there  are  now  5,000  carloads  of  hogs  less  annually 
stopping  at  these  yards. 

The  large  number  of  stock  to  be  fed  calls  fur 
large  quantities  of  feed,  and  the  yards  have  corn 
cribs  with  a  capacity  of  15,000  bushels,  and  a  barn, 
50x150  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a  capacity  of  350 
tons  of  hay.  The  time  from  these  yards  to  Chicago 
is  from  nine  to  twelve  hours. 


-^  x).  ■^  ^ 


t^ 


■♦^H^ 


flG 


DES  MOINES  COUNTY. 


sfci.'»}'-pj<-,. 


,-=g=^^^%"r#T'4?¥%'*V't!ML'%'"+-*** 


f.,^s3,ikm%,. 


-*4^§^^ 


ES  MOINES    COUNTY    is    divided    into 
twelve  civil  townships — Augusta,  Benton, 
Burlington,  Danville,  Flint  River,  Frank- 
lin,   Huron.    Jackson,     Pleasant     Grove, 
Union,  Washington  and  Yellow  Spring. 


Augusta  Township. 

^NE  of  the  first  townships  to  be  settled  in  the 
county  was  that  of  Augusta,  comprising  a 
part  of  congressional  township  fi',1  north, 
range  4  west.  It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Union 
Township,  on  the  west  bj'  Heniy  County,  on  the 
north  by  Danville  Township,  and  south  by  Lee 
County-.  It  was  first  settled  in  1833,  shortly  after 
the  country  was  thrown  open  for  settlement  by  the 
whites.  John  Whitaker  has  the  honor  of  being  the 
first  person  to  locate  within  its  borders,  settling 
upon  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Augusta, 
which  he  thought  a  favorable  point  for  the  location 
of  a  mill  site.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Cuthbert, 
Isaac  Basej',  Alex  Robinson,  Levi  Moffett  and  oth- 
ers. In  May,  1835,  Mr.  Moffett  bought  the  mill  site 
of  Mr.  Whitaker,  and  erected  probably  the  first  mill 
in  Des  Moines  County,  and  one  among  the  first  in 
Iowa.  For  years  Moft'ett's  mill  was  an  institution 
well  known  to  every  pioneer  in  Southeastern  Iowa, 
and  was  extensively  patronized. 

As  the  settlers  came  in  the  desire  soon  found  ex- 


pression  that  the^'  might  live  like  civilized  people, 
and  soon  the  school-house,  the  church,  store  and 
blacksmith-shop  found  their  places  in  the  settle- 
ment. In  1836,  on  section  13,  a  log  house  was 
built,  in  which  Alex  Hilleary  taught  the  first  term 
of  school  in  the  township.  Religious  exercises  had 
previouslj'  been  held,  the  first  sermon  being  preached 
at  the  house  of  Levi  Moffett.  The  Methodists 
erected  the  first  house  of  worship  in  the  northeast 
part  of  the  township.  The  first  death  in  the  town- 
ship is  supposed  to  be  that  of  Mrs.  Randall  Smith, 
in  1835.  On  the  9th  day  of  July,  in  the  same  year, 
Mary  Whitaker,  a  daughter  of  John  Whitaker,  mar- 
ried AVilliam  Sawtelle,  this  being  the  fiist  wedding 
in   the  township. 

The  village  of  Augusta  was  laid  out  at  an  early 
day,  and  in  1835,  Levi  Mofi'ett,  James  Whitaker  and 
William  Smith  opened  a  store.  The  village  is 
pleasantly  situ.ated  on  the  Skunk  River,  and  for  a 
time  was  quite  prosperous,  but  of  late  years,  from 
lack  of  railroad  facilities,  has  not  done  so  well. 

The  Long  Creek  Methodist  Episcopal  Ciiurch 
dates  its  organization  from  1835,  it  being  one  of 
the  oldest  religious  organizations  in  this  section  of 
the  country'.  The  first  services  were  held  in  pri- 
vate houses  until  about  1839,  when  they  began  to 
hold  meetings  in  the  Hanna  school-house,  where 
they  continued  until  the  building  of  their  first  house 
of  worship,  on  section  3,  Augusta  Township,  in 
1848.  This  was  a  brick  structure,  28x40,  and 
served  its  purpose  until   1874,  when   a  larger  and 
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more  commodious  house  was  rendered  necessary  by 
increase  of  membership.  The  new  house  is  also  of 
briclv,  40x60,  with  a  basement,  classroom  and  main 
audience  room.  It  was  dedicated  in  1875.  The 
church  has  been  very  successful  and  a  power  for 
good  in  its  neighborhood.  Among  its  active  mem- 
bers in  times  past  may  be  mentioned  AVarren  Dee, 
Francis  Moore,  Azariah  Gregg,  John  M.  Gregg  and 
William  Blakeway. 


Benton  Township. 

ENTON  was  likewise  among  the  first  settled 
townships  in  the  count}',  Harrison  Brooks  and 
familj'  having  the  credit  of  being  the  pio- 
neers. Soon  afterward  Mr.  Latty,  Mr.  Sut- 
tle,  Thomas  Gilliland  and  others  came  in.  Quite  a 
settlement  forming,  the  first  school  was  held  in  a 
log  caliin  on  section  29,  belonging  to  Mr.  Latty, 
and  taught  1(3'  Mr.  Gilliland.  The  first  school-house 
was  of  brick,  and  erected  on  section  32,  in  1837. 
Religious  services  were  held  in  an  early  day.  Rev. 
Cartvvright  being  the  first  minister  to  officiate.  The 
Baptists  erected  the  first  house  of  worshi|)  in  1845, 
on  section  4,  which  was  known  as  Pi.<gah  Chapel. 
Rev.  John  Ruble,  a  Methodist  minister,  and  Miss 
Diana  C.  Bowen,  were  united  in  marriage  late  in 
the  year  1835,  or  earlj'  in  1836,  the  first  couple  to 
wed  in  the  township.  Mr.  Ruble  was  sent  to  Mt. 
Pleasant,  but  died  soon  afterward.  In  May,  1834, 
William  McGuffey  was  born,  the  first  white  child 
born  in  the  township. 

Kingston  is  a  small  village,  located  on  section  1, 
having  one  or  two  stores,  hotel,  post-office  and 
bl.acksmith-shop.  Latty  Station  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 20,  on  the  line  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  Raihoad. 


DaiiA  iUe   Township. 

]N  the  spring  of  1834.  William  Dickens,  Noble 
Hously,  Enoch  Cyrus  and  Eliliu  Chandler,  came 
from   McDonough  Count}',  111.,  to  what  is  now 
Danville  Township,  and  effected  a  settlement.     In 
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the  fall  of  the  same  year.  Azariah  Gregg  and  Will- 
iam Sawtell,  from  Ohio  County,  Va.,  came  in,  and 
others  soon  followed,  the  township  becoming  rapidly 
settled.  On  the  19th  of  October,  1834,  Rev.  John 
Logan,  from  McDonough  County,  III.,  came  to  the 
settlement,  preached  to  the  few  scattered  inhabitants, 
and  on  the  next  day  organized  a  church,  to  which 
was  given  the  name  of  Regular  Baptist  Church,  of 
Long  Creek,  Iowa.  Those  forming  the  organiza- 
tion were:  Enoch  Cyrus,  Rebecca  Cyrus,  Anna 
Cyrus,  Frank  Cyrus,  Rachel  Dickens,  Mary  Ann 
Dickens,  Noble  Hously,  Naomi  Hously,  William 
Manley,  Hepzibah  Manley  and  Jane  Lamb.  Other 
church  organizations  were  subsequently  effected, 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  Danville,  June  29, 
1839,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  probably  a  little 
earlier.  Among  the  first  to  preach  the  Gospel  in 
the  township  was  Rev.  Mr.  Tally,  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church. 

Either  the  earliest  settlers  of  Danville  had  but 
few  children,  or  else  the  settlements  were  too  much 
scattered,  for  the  first  school  was  not  held  until  the  ■ 
summer  of  1837.  A  log  school-house  at  that  time 
had  been  erected  on  section  20,  in  which  Cordelia 
Terrell  taught  a  term  of  school.  A  Sunday-school 
was  also  organized  that  summer  in  the  house  of 
Luther  Jaggar,  the  first  in  the  township.  The  first 
couple  married  were  Jacob  Hearty  and  Margaret 
Eslinger.  The  first  death  was  tliat  of  Mrs.  Jaggar, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three.  Dr.  Jeremiah  Hall  was 
the  first  physician.  Alfred  Clark  was  the;  first  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  being  appointed  in  1838,  by  Gov. 
Lucas.  Wolcott  Seymour  was  the  first  Town  Clerk. 
The  first  mill  was  a  sawmill  run  by  horse-power, 
and  owned  by  Edwin  Cady. 

As  stated,  the  township  rapidly  settled,  and 
around  Danville  Center,  so  named  from  the  fact  of 
its  being  the  center  of  the  township,  quite  a  village 
grew  up,  but  it  was  never  laid  out  as  such.  Dan- 
ville Vjllage,  located  on  the  line  of  the  Chicago. 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  is  about  a  half-mile 
north  of  Danville  Center.  It  was  laid  out  in  1854, 
by  Alanson  Messenger  and  his  sister,  Harriet  Mes- 
senger, on  land  pre-empted  by  their  father.  In  1 855 
Mr.  Messenger  established  the  first  store.  While 
the  place  has  never  made  rapid  progress,  it  has  yet 
been  substantially  built,  and  its  merchants  enjoy  a 
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good  trade.  The  Danville  Weekly  A^eivs.,  of  which 
mention  is  made  in  the  article  on  the  Press,  has  in 
the  past  few  years  done  much  fur  the  business  of 
the  village,  and  therefore  deserves  the  patronage 
and  encouragement  which  it  receives.  All  the  vari- 
ous lines  of  trade  are  represented  here,  ^vhile  the 
school  privileges  are  good,  with  a  graded  school. 
The  religious  denominations  are  represented,  to- 
gether with  the  prominent  secret  and  benevolent 
orders. 

Danville  Township,  which  comprises  all  of  the 
congressional  township  71.  range  i  west,  is  one  of 
the  best  agricultur.al  regions  in  the  county  or  State, 
and  is  settled  by  an  enterprising  class  of  citizens. 

Middletown  is  a  village  situated  about  four  miles 
southeast  of  Danville,  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  Railroad.  It  was  laid  out  in  December, 
1846,  on  land  owned  by  Josiah  T.  Smith.  The 
name  of  Middletown  was  proposed  by  John  Sharp. 
The  first  house  built  after  the  survey  was  of  logs, 
and  owned  by  Theodore  Foleusbee,  who  was  ap- 
pointed the  first  Postmaster.  T.  L.  Sergent  opened 
the  first  store  in  1851.  Middletown,  like  Danville, 
has  never  attained  any  remarkable  growth,  though 
it  is  surrounded  by  a  fine  country.  It  has  at  the 
present  time  several  stores,  blacksmith-shop,  post- 
otflce,  etc..  while  the  Methodists  and  Presbyterians 
give  religious  instruction  to  the  people. 

Flint  River  Township. 

PLINT  RIVER  TOWNSHIP  comprises  all 
]  of  township  70  north,  range  o  west,  and 
the  first  settlement  was  made  about  1835. 
The  pioneers  here  were  J.  D.  Spearman.  .John  Craw- 
ford, Leonard  Abney.  Jacob  Wolf.  .Jonathan  Mor- 
gan, David  Love,  John  L.  McMaken  and  David 
Fees.  This  township  is  heavilj-  timbered,  with 
much  broken  land,  yet  there  are  in  it  some  excel- 
lent farms,  and  some  first-class  farmers.  The  first 
school  was  held  in  1836,  Wealthy  Ann  Holton  be- 
ing the  first  teacher.  The  first  male  teacher  was 
John  L.  McMaken.  In  about  1837  occurred  the  first 
marriage,  that  of  William  Morgan  and  Elizabeth 
Sexton. 

The  village  of  West  Burlington  is  in  this  town- 


ship.  Here  are  located  the  machine-shops  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  (Quincy  Railroad,  and  the 
foundry  of  the  Murray  Iron  Works,  the  two  afford- 
ing employment  to  about  1,000  men. 

The  West  Burlington  Congregational  Church  was 
organized  in  March,  1884,  by  Rev.  William  Salter, 
who  also  did  very  much  toward  the  building  of  the 
church  edifice,  having  served  as  their  pastor  for 
over  two  years.  Among  the  original  members  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Ramp,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  B.  Cal- 
kins, Mrs.  M.  S.  Lenard,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Leuard,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Cook,  Mr.  S.  Dowling,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Reme^',  Miss  Codie  Reraey,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  W.  Kamm  and  William  Reed.  Their  first  place 
of  meeting  was  the  Fairvievv  school-house,  but  now 
they  have  a  good  church  building.  Rev.  William 
E.  Hol^'oke  is  pastor;  J.  B.  Ramp,  Sunday-school 
Superintendent;  H.  Shipper,  assistant;  George  A. 
Turner,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  There  is  also  a 
ladies'  mite  and  literary  society,  which  is  largel}- 
attended  and  very  interesting,  its  object  being  to 
aid  the  church  financiall}'  and  sociall}'. 

The  West  Burlington  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  organized  in  September,  1883,  with  a  member- 
ship of  seven,  and  we  give  the  names  of  a  few  of 
the  older  members:  G.  W.  Turner,  J.  N.  Harris, 
B.  S.  Pennington,  M.  C.  Pennington,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Cockrell,  E.  Criuer,  E.  J.  Turner,  Joseph  James. 
Their  first  pl.ace  of  meeting  w.as  at  the  Fairview 
school-hf)use.  They  commenced  work  on  the  new- 
church  with  only  §150  in  the  treasury,  and  now  have 
a  propert}'  worth  >;4,000,  with  an  indebteilness  of 
only  S265. 

The  congregation  now  numbers  forty -six  mem- 
bers, with  Rev.  A.  R.  Miller,  pastor;  George  W. 
Turner,  Sunday-school  Superintendent;  B.  S.  Pen- 
nington, E.  A.  Cockrell,  Anna  Reid.  T.  L.  Rogers, 
E.  Criuer,  John  Herril,  George  W.  Turner  and 
Maria  Dowling,  Stewards;  George  W.  Turner,  B. 
S.  Pennington,  E.  Criner,  C.  H.  Walker,  Maria 
Dowling.  Trustees. 

The  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  has 
been  holding  meetings  since  November,  1883,  at 
which  time  it  was  organized.  It  has  but  ten  active 
members,  but  while  weak  in  numbers  they  are 
strong    in  faith.      Mrs.  Holyokc  of    this  Union  is  i  ' 
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State  Superintendent  of  the  Loyal  Temperance 
Legion. 

Finch  Lodge  No.  37u.  L  O.  G.  T..  w.as  organized 
in  November,  1887.  with  a  membership  of  sixty 
persons.     It  is  j'et  in  a  flourisiiing  condition. 

Washington  Lodge  No.  162,  K.  of  P.,  was  insti- 
tuted July  9,  1886,  and  h.as  a  present  menihership 
of  thirty. 

West  Burlington  Lodge  No.  26'.),  A.  O.  U.  W., 
is  in  good  working  condition.  It  is  loyal  to  the 
Supreme  Lodge. 


Franklin  Towii.slilp. 

RANKLIN  comprises  township  71  north, 
range  3  west,  and  is  bounded  on  the  east 
by  Benton,  west  .by  Pleasant  Grove,  north 
by  Yellow  Spring,  and  south  bj'  Flint  River.  About 
one-third  of  tlie  township  is  timber  land.  It  was 
first  settled  in  1834,  by  Randolph  Casey,  who  lo- 
cated on  section  lo.  He  was  followed  by  Tillman 
Smith,  IVIr.  Farrell,  the  Larkin  brothers,  .John  Buck- 
hart,  W.  C.  Berry  and  olliers.  Dr.  Robert  Gilmore 
taught  the  first  school  in  a  log  cabin  belonging  to 
Tillman  Smith,  situated  on  section  16.  Rev.  M. 
Gilmore  was  the  first  minister  in  tlie  township.  The 
first  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1840.  It  was 
built  of  stone  and  located  on  section  9.  The  Baptists 
erected  the  building.  W.  H.  Smith,  son  of  Tillman 
Smith,  was  born  in  183o,  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  township.  Mr.  Burmcister  erected  a  flouring- 
mill  in  an  early  day:  it  was  built  of  stone,  circular 
in  form. 

'i'he  Builingtou,  Cedar  Rapids  it  Northern  and 
the  Burlington  &  Western  Railroads  pass  through 
the  township,  and  on  their  line  is  located  Sperry 
Station,  a  small  village  laid  out  on  land  owned  by 
John  M.  SpenT,  who  is  engaged  in  tiie  mercantile 
trade  at  that  point.  Sperr^'  Station  .'iffords  ex- 
cellent shipping  facilities  for  the  fanners  of  the 
surrounding  country. 

Franklin  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  townships 
in  the  county,  and  in  it  reside  some  very  good 
people.  In  addition  to  S|)err3'^  there  is  another  vil- 
lage, located  aluiut  two  miles  southwest  of  the  sta- 
tion, known  as  Dodgeville;  it  was  laid  out  in  1837 


by  John  Lorton,  and  named  in  honor  of  Gen.  A. 
C.  Dodge.  Soon  after  laying  out  the  town  Mr. 
Lorton  commenced  business  in  the  mercantile  line 
having  the  first  store  in  the  township.  The  village 
never  attained  greatness. 

The  first  post-office  was  established  at  Buikharfs 
Point,  with  John  Burkhart  as  Postmaster.  This  was 
in  1836.  Franklin  Mills  post-office  was  subsequently 
established. 


Huron  Towii.ship. 

P'  OR  the  first  ten  years  of  its  existence  Huron 

j  foimed  a  jjart  of  Yellow  Spring  Township. 
_  It  was  then  set  off    under   its  present  name. 

Huron  Township  lies  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  county,  having  the  Mississippi  River  for  its 
eastern  boundary,  Louisa  County  for  its  northern, 
Yellow  Spring  Township  for  its  western,  and  Jack- 
son and  Benton  Townships  for  i's  southern.  Much, 
of  the  land  in  this  township  is  subject  to  overflow 
in  seasons  of  high  water. 

Huron  Township  was  first  settled  about  183.'),  its 
earliest  settlers  being  Joshua  and  Wesley  Swank. 
Daniel  Cartwright,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  and 
Elder  Edwards,  of  the  Christian  Church,  were  prol)- 
ably  the  first  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  these  parts 
Nathan  Westfall  and  Catherine  McKee  were  the 
first  couple  married.  The  history  of  this  township 
is  closely  interwoven  with  that  of  Yellow  Spring. 

Pleasant  Grove  Township 

i)HIS  township  is  on  the  western  line  of  the 
county,  being  bounded  on  the  west  by 
Henry  County,  on  the  cast  by  Franklin 
Township,  on  the  north  by  Washington,  and  on  the 
>outh  by  Danville  Township.  Probably  a  little 
more  than  half  of  the  township  is  timber  land,  ihc 
prairie  land  being  mostly  in  the  southern  part.  Tlic 
township  was  probably  first  settled  in  1835,  Will- 
iam Miller  being  the  first  to  here  locate.  Mr.  Zion. 
Mr.  Bridges  and  others  came  Liter.  Andrew  Sny- 
der, J.  Adam   I'unck,  Mr.    Mains,   William   Dodds, 
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Bernard  Carter,  Thomas  H.  Antrobus  and  Mr.  Sater 
nre  also  numbered  among  the  pioneers. 

The  first  white  chihl  born  in  the  township  was 
the  daughter  of  William  Miller.  The  first  marriage 
was  that  of  3Ir.  Elters  and  Miss  Colton.  in  1836. 
The  first  school-house  was  built  on  section  9.  The 
Cumberland  Presbyterians  were  the  first  to  be  rep- 
resented in  this  township,  organizing  a  congrega- 
tion and  erecting  a  church  at  an  early  day.  Rev. 
M.  Bonhara.  of  that  denomination,  was  probably 
the  first  minister.  Pleasant  Grove  is  the  name  of 
a  small  village  on  section  11. 
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Union  Township. 

(^Vl/NION  'lOWNSHIP  lies  in  the  southeastern 
\((  1  V^^^  f'f  Ihe  county,  and  was  first  settled  in 
^5^51)  1833  liy  the  family  of  Isaac  Canterbury. 
They  were  followed  the  same  year  by  AVilliam  Wal- 
ters, T.  L.  Hughes,  Mr.  York,  Jolin  Moore  and 
James  Hillear}-.  Union  is  a  fine  township  of  land, 
and  has  some  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county'.  A 
fine  country,  and  convenient  to  Flint  Hills,  now  the 
city  of  Burlington,  caused  the  township  to  be  set- 
tled quite  rapidly.  The  first  birth  was  that  of 
Benjamin  B.  Simmons.  Alex  Ililleary  and  Sarah 
Morgan  were  the  first  couple  residing  in  the  town- 
ship to  be  married.  Mr.  Hilleary  went  to  Mon- 
mouth, 111.,  and  procured  the  license,  and  then  the 
young  couple  crossed  the  river,  and  on  Illinois  soil 
the  marriage  cereraon}'  was  performed.  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Ogle  was  the  first  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
Dr.  Alex  Evans  was  the  first  physician.  The  first 
Justice  of  the  Peace  was  J.  L.  Dyer. 

The  count}'  farm  of  Dos  Moines  Count}'  is  located 
on  section  4,  Union  Township.  It  was  purchased 
in  18.5C  of  William  Sunderland,  at  which  time  it 
contained  320  acres,  200  of  which  have  subsequently 
been  sold  by  the  count}'.  At  present  the  institution 
is  under  the  management  of  Milton  Barnett.  who 
thoroughly  understands  his  business.  There  are 
usually  between  thirty  and  forty  inmates  in  the 
building. 


.Tackson  Township. 


BV  WILLIAM  GARRETT. 


/OR  several  years  what  is  now  Jackson  be- 
longed to  Benton  Township.  The  first  set- 
tlers that  I  remember  in  this  township  were 
the  Hess  brothers — .Samuel,  Wilson,  Andrew  and 
Joseph.  They  were  wood  choppers  and  cut  a  large 
amount  of  wood.  Mrs.  Buttles,  the  mother  of  John 
Buttles,  our  old  and  respected  citizen  on  South 
Hill,  and  Hiram  Raper,  also  of  South  Hill,  lived  on 
the  Ridge.  J.  B.  Wilson  and  his  son-in-law,  Lou 
Slimpson,  moved  to  Oregon.  Horace  Davis  and 
his  son-in-law,  George  Sedore,  Mr.  Bard  well,  Mr. 
C.arkins,  David  McKnight,  Amos  Little,  "Kentuck" 
Little,  James  Ilaight,  John  Stimpson,  Abraham 
Banta,  James  Banta,  John  Banta  and  William  L. 
Upton  were  all  old  settlers  along  the  Ridge  in  this 
township.  Every  one  of  them  have  moved  away 
or  died,  except  one  or  two  of  the  Hess  boys.  A 
good  deal  of  the  land  in  Jackson  was  entered  by 
speculators,  or  was  given  to  the  county  as  swamp 
land  and  sold  very  cheap.  In  later  years  there 
has  lived  in  Jackson  AV.  A.  Emmons,  who  vvas  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  some  years,  and  is  now  living 
in  the  city;  Frank  Smith,  A.  Kellogg,  who  was  also 
a  Justice,  and  Frank  Bailey,  who  has  lived  on  the 
Ridge  many  years;  Samuel  Smith,  also,  who  has 
been  the  Supervisor  from  that  township.  Agnus 
New  is  an  old  settler,  also  William  Fitchthorn ;  J. 
McLernon  lived  there  some  years,  and  there  died. 
I  believe  that  his  sons  reside  there  now.  John  C. 
Wright  lived  at  that  place  some  years,  but  has 
moved  to  Lee  County,  though  he  owns  a  large  tract 
of  land  on  the  Ridge.  Squire  Roberts  lived  on  the 
river  above  Oquawka  some  years  ago,  and  I  believe 
Mr.  Boesh,  the  dairyman,  lived  on  the  Ridge  some 
years.  All  that  part  east  of  the  slough,  and  along 
the  river,  being  timber,  and  overflows  in  high  water, 
there  are  but  few  settlers. 
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Washinfjton  Township. 

HIS  township  is    located    in    the    northwest 
corner  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by   Louisa  County,  east  by   Yellow 
Spring  Township,  south  by  Franklin  Township,  and 
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west  by  Henry  County.  It  is  one  of  the  best  ag- 
ricultural townships  in  the  county,  almost  exclus- 
ively prairie,  there  being  but  about  sixty  acres  of 
natural  growth  of  timber  within  its  borders.  The 
surface  of  the  township  is  almost  perfectly  level, 
there  being  no  elevations  of  any  size.  Tiie  soil  is 
of  the  best  quality,  adapted  to  the  raising  of  all 
kinds  of  grain  peculiar  to  this  latitude.  In  the 
summer  and  fall  it  presents  a  fine  appearance,  with 
waving  fields  of  wheat,  rye,  oats  and  corn  in  view 
as  far  as  the  e^-e  can  reach. 

The  township  was  settled  at  a  nuicli  later  day 
than  other  sections  of  the  county,  from  the  fact  of 
the  scarcity  of  timber  within  easy  reach.  The  Mc- 
Elhinnys  and  Joneses  were  about  the  first  settlers, 
while  its  pioneers  were  all  men  of  energy  and  intelli- 
gence, who  soon  had  improvements  equaling  the 
earliest  settled  portions  of  tiie  county.  It  is  now 
crossed  diagonally  from  southeast  to  northwest  by 
tlie  Burlington  &  Western  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad, 
having  on  its  line,  on  section  21,  the  village  of 
Yarmouth,  laid  out  by  Mr.  C'line.  The  village 
contains  about  100  inhabitants,  vvitli  three  general 
stores,  a  drug  store,  blacksmith-shop,  billiard  hall, 
post-office,  school-house,  and  two  churches — Baptist 
and  Methodist  Episcopal. 

Yellow  Sprinjj  Township. 

'8  originally  laid  out  by  the  County  Com- 
missioners, Yellow  Spring  Township  com- 
prised the  northeastern  part  of  the  count}', 
a  district  sixteen  miles  from  east  to  west, 
and  six  from  north  to  south.  Ten  years  later  the 
eastern  half  was  given  a  separate  civil  organization 
with  the  name  of  Pluron. 

The  first  settlement  in  wliat  was  afterward  Yel- 
low Spring  Township  was  made  at  the  spring  from 
which  its  name  is  derived,  by  Israel  Westfall  and 
Allen  Elliot,  in  1834.  Early  in  the  spring  of  IH?,'.) 
the  Carters,  T.  Blair  and  others  settled  in  Round 
Prairie,  Job  Carter  building  near  and  claiming  the 
land  on  which  was  subsequently  laid  out  the  town 
of  Kossuth.  In  IS.'jG  a  claim  w.as  made  at  Hickory 
Point,  now  Northfleld,  by  J.  K.  Eraser. 

Round  Prairie  was  made  a  preaching  point  by  the 


Methodists  soon  after  the  settlement  was  formed. 
Rev.  Mr.  Statler  preaching  at  the  house  of  Israel 
Westfall.  In  183.5  Rev.  John  Ruble  was  sent  here, 
but  died  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  April  8,  1836.  Rev. 
Daniel  G.  Cartwright  next  came,  and  some  time  in 
1836  formed  a  class.  A  Presbyteri.an  Church  was 
organized  at  Round  Prairie  in  1839.  During  the 
summer  of  1836  several  families  met  on  Sunday 
for  Bible  reading  and  religious  instruction,  but  had 
no  regular  organization  as  a  Sunday-school  until 
April  1,  1837,  when  the  Round  Prairie  Sunday- 
school  was  organized.  T.  Blair  being  its  first  Super- 
intendent. The  meetings  were  held  at  private 
houses  until  a  school-house  was  obtained.  The  next 
summer  it  found  a  permanent  home  at  Kossuth. 

In  1836  Thomas  Carter  brought  into  the  township 
a  barrel  of  whisky,  which  he  kept  for  sale.  This 
did  not  suit  the  good  people,  so  they  purchased  the 
liquid,  under  promise  of  Mr.  Carter  that  he  would 
bring  no  more  into  the  neighborhood.  From  tliat 
time  to  the  present  no  intoxicating  liquor  has  been 
piiblicl}'  sold  in  that  vicinit}'. 

In  the  spring  of  1837  Miss  M.  A.  Blair  taught 
the  first  school  at  the  house  of  her  father,  T.  Blair. 
The  next  winter  an  unoccupied  claim  cabin  was 
fitted  up  and  Rev.  E.  Springer  was  employed  to 
teach.  In  the  summer  of  1838  a  log  school-house 
was  built  at  Carter's  Spring,  in  which  William  E. 
Gilliland  taught  the  winter  following.  Jefferson 
Academy  was  built  at  the  same  place — now  Kos- 
suth— and  started  in  1845,  Rev.  B.  Roberts,  assisted 
first  by  his  daughter  and  afterward  by  M.  L.  Com- 
stock  and  Miss  M.  A.  Blair.  Later  the  academy 
became  Yellow  Spring  College. 

Tiie  town  of  Columbus  was  laid  out  and  lots  sold 
in  1836,  and  Dr.  S.  Fullenwider  commenced  prac- 
tice and  started  a  store  there  in  1837.  The  name 
was  changed  by  Dr.  Fullenwider  to  Yellow  Spring, 
and  a  post-oftice  was  there  established  in  1841,  with 
Elijah  Wood  as  Postmaster.  But  Yellow  Spring 
failed  to  become  a  center  of  business  or  population, 
and  in  184!)  W.  II.  Cartwright  and  J.  J.  Crowder, 
owning  a  stock  of  goods  there,  moved  them  to  the 
b.asement  of  the  academy.  The  next  year  a  post- 
office  was  established,  which  was  given  the  name 
of  Kossuth,  and  J.  .1.  Ciowder  was  appoiiited  Post- 
master.    Later  a  store  was  started  by  S.  S.  McBride, 
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who  subsequently  admitted  as  a  partner  R.  J.  Har- 
per. In  18f)(5  Dr.  Fullenwider  erected  tlie  Kossuth 
House.  Tlie  year  previous  a  mill  was  built  by 
Oliver  &  Yost,  which  is  at  the  present  writing  owned 
by  Hutchcroft  &  Co.  The  mill  is  four  stories  in 
height,  4.3x70  feet  in  size,  and  is  driven  bj'  an  80- 
horse  power  engine.  The  roller  sjstem  is  in  use 
for  grinding  the  wheat. 

The  Jefferson  Aeademj'.  as  stated,  became  Yel- 
low .Spring  College,  and  for  a  time  was  quite  a  flour- 
ishing institution,  receiving  students  from  raanj' 
points.  Rev.  E.  .J.  Gillette,  D.  D.,  was  the  first 
President  of  the  college.  This  was  in  1855.  He 
was  a  fine  scholar,  and  continued  his  labors  with  the 
college  and  the  Yellow  Spring  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  months,  until  the  spring 
of  1860.  The  war  for  the  Union  had  a  demoraliz- 
ing effect  upon  the  college,  the  young  men  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  ol  that  region  of  country  tribu- 
tary to  it,  generally  enlisting,  left  it  vvith  few  stu- 
dents, and  it  continued  to  decline  until  1869,  when 
it  ceased  to  exist.  Four  j'ears  later  the  Kossuth 
Academy  was  instituted,  which  is  yet  in  existence. 

The  Presbyterians  have  from  the  first  been  nu- 
merous in  this  township.  In  1839  the  Round 
Prairie  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized,  and  in 
1840  the  Yellow  Spring  Church.  In  1846  a  portion 
of  the  Round  Prairie  Church  seceded  from  that 
body  on  account  of  the  views  held  by  some  of  its 
members  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  Believing  the 
Yellow  Spring  Church  to  be  in  accord  with  them 
on  that  question,  they  proposed  to  unite  with  it. 
After  considerable  discussion,  the  Des  Moines  Pres- 
bytery, which  had  been  appealed  to,  consented  to 
the  organization  of  a  new  body,  still  to  be  known 
.as  the  Yellow  Spring  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
new  body  was  organized  with  fifty-three  members, 
and  a  resolution  was  adopted  that  no  minister  of 
the  Gospel,  justifying  American  slaver}',  should  be 
allowed  to  preach  or  administer  the  sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  in  that  chuich.  The  church  went 
on  in  the  even  tenor  of  its  w.ay.  being  greatly 
blessed  spiritually,  and  otherwise,  until  1855,  when 
several  went  out  and  estal>lished  the  Free  Presby- 
terian Church.  This  action  was  on  account  of  the 
Y'ellow  Spring  Church  amending  its  constitution  so 
as  to  allow  it  a  representation   in    the  Sj-nod    and 


General  Assembly,  thus,  as  thej'  held,  connecting 
the  church  with  a  body  holding  connection  with  the 
institution  of  slaverj'.  The  war  over,  and  slaverj- 
bebig  no  longer  a  subject  of  contention,  in  1870  a 
union  was  consummated  between  the  Round  Prairie 
and  Yellow  Spring  Presbyterian  Churches,  under 
the  name  of  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Kossuth. 

The  Methodists  at  an  early  da}-  had  raised  and 
covered  a  log  church,  at  Yellow  Spring,  but  in 
1846  it  was  taken  down  and  rebuilt,  as  Weslej' 
Chapel,  two  miles  east  of  its  first  location,  and 
occupied  for  ten  years.  In  1855  a  commodious 
and  tasteful  church  was  built  at  Northfield. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  in  1869,  the  fate  of 
Kossuth  was  settled.  It  has  now  two  general  stores, 
furniture  store,  blacksmith-shop,  hotel  .and  post- 
otHce,  together  with  the  mill  already  mentioned, 
and  the  acadeni}',  now  conducted  by  Prof.  O.  F. 
H  igbee. 

The  village  of  Northfield  is  situated  in  the  north- 
western part  of  Yellow  Spring  Township,  and  for 
some  3-ears  was  known  as  Hickory  Point,  A  post- 
office  was  established  there  in  1855,  with  W.  F. 
Roliinson  as  Postmaster.  The  village  affords  a 
ti'ading  point  for  farmers  in  the  vicinity. 

MEDIA  Por.IS. 
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i^^^HIS  is  the  largest  village  in  Des  Moines 
((((^^  County,  and  dates  its  origin  from  1869.  In 
^^^  1867  a  north  and  south  railroad  was  much 
talked  of,  and  Yellow  Spring  Township  contributed 
820,000  local  aid,  .and  in  August.  1869,  the  track 
was  laid,  and  cars  running  to  what  is  now  Medi- 
apolis.  During  the  same  month  W.  II,  Cartwright, 
AV.  W,  King  and  A,  Hemphill  laid  out  a  town,  the 
survey  being  made  by  J,  Wilson  Williams,  The 
name  w.as  suggested  from  the  fact  that  its  location 
was  midway  between  the  count}'  towns  of  Des 
Moines  .lud  LouLsa  Counties — Burlington  and  W.a- 
pello. 

The  first  store  was  opened  by  W.  II.  Cartwright, 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  I,  N,  McClure,  in  the 
fall  of  1869,  He  subsequently  sold  out  to  A,  C, 
Brown,  but  two  years  later  opened  another  store. 
The  town  slowly  increased  in  population,  and  one 
line  of  l)usiness  after  another  was  established,  until 
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to-day  every  want  of  tlie  community  can  be  sup- 
plied hy  the  enterprising  dealers  of  the  place.  Its 
growth  has  not  been  of  the  mushroom  order,  but 
every  step  taken  has  been  in  a  forward  direction. 
The  village  was  incorporated  in  1875,  C.  P.  King 
being  its  first  Mayor.  The  first  ordinance  passed 
was  one  forbidding  the  sale  of  wine  and  beer  in  the 
town.  This  ordinance  has  been  strictly  enforced, 
and  Mediapolis  is  known  far  and  wide  as  a  strictly 
moral  town. 

The  first  church  built  here  was  by  the  United 
Presb3'terian  Congregation,  then  under  the  pastor- 
ate of  Rev.  D.  G.  Bruce,  who  ministered  to  the 
congregation  for  several  years.  The  congregation 
grew  weak  by  deaths  and  removals  and  finally  dis- 
banded. Rev.  Bruce  afterward  joined  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  is  now  pastor  of  a  church  at 
Bardolph,  111.  The  building  was  sold  to  the  school 
district  and  used  for  school  purposes  until,  in  1883, 
the  house  was  sold  to  E.  D.  Gilmore,  who  enlarged 
and  refitted  it  for  a  skating  rink  and  public  hall. 
As  a  hall  it  was  the  pride  of  the  town,  but  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1886. 

The  Methodist  p]piscopal  Church  was  first  organ- 
ized by  Revs.  E.  J.  Pike  and  J.  Hunter,  of  the  Kos- 
suth Circuit,  in  1874,  and  in  1875  the  church  was 
erected.  Rev.  M.  Bamford,  then  the  pastor  at 
Kossuth,  continued  on  the  circuit  of  which  this 
church  was  a  recognized  appointment  until  the 
close  of  his  term  of  service  on  that  circuit,  three 
j-ears.  Mediapolis  Circuit, was  then  formed,  in  1877, 
and  he  was  given  the  charge.  He  remained  here 
three  years,  thus  making  a  pastorate  of  this  congre- 
gation for  six  years.  Since  then  the  church  has 
prospered,  and  now  has  a  membership  of  137  per- 
sons. The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  H.  V.  Tull,  placed 
here  by  the  Conference  of  1887. 

In  the  spring  of  1879  the  Presbyterians  began  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  organizing  a  society  here, 
and  soon  found  thej'  could  have  a  good  congrega- 
tion. The}'  organized  April  22,  1879,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  some  seventy-three  persons,  and  now  have 
120.  They  erected  a  church  in  1879,  which  was  dedi- 
cated December  28.  Rev.  A.  Scott,  of  Kossuth, 
supplied  the  pulpit  until  April,  1881,  when  Rev.  A. 
G.  Martyn  came,  and  acted  as  stated  supply  until 
October   1.0,  when  he  was  regularly  installed.     He 


served  the  people  here  for  several  years,  but  re- 
signed and  moved  to  Kentucky.  After  his  removal 
Rev.  A.  Scott  was  called,  installed,  and  ministered 
unto  his  people  for  a  couple  of  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Hopkinton,  this  State.  Then,  with 
little  dela^',  Rev.  George  Ainslie,  of  Red  Oak,  came, 
and  was  installed  pastor  during  the  fall  of  1887, 
and  is  meeting  with  abundant  success  as  pastor  of 
the  church. 

The  school  district  for  Mediapolis  was  formed  in 

1872,  covering  an  area  of  one  mile  square,  and 
school  was  opened  in  a  small  building  which  stood 
on  the  corner  now  occupied  by  ^V.  J.  Semmons. 
This  was  under  the  old  township  district  system. 
Miss  Etta  Barr  was  the  teacher.  The  independent 
district  was  organized  in  1873,  and  the  district 
leased  the  lower  room  of  the  Masonic  Hall.  IMiss 
Maggie  Bruce,  now  Mrs.  W.  H.  Crowder,  taught 
the  first  school  in  this  building.  In  1876  the  pub- 
lic began  to  move  in  the  matter  of  a  public  school 
building,  and  the  next  }'ear  saw  a  commodious  one 
erected  for  two  departments.  This  was  occupied 
during  the  fall  of  that  year.  Miss  Maggie  Getty, 
and  Miss  Minnie  Cartwright,  now  Mrs.  C.  H.  Parrett, 
were  the  first  teachers  in  the  new  school-house. 

During  the  next  four  years  the  schools  passed 
through  various  changes  of  teachers,  when  it  was 
found  that  there  was  not  room  in  the  building  for 
all  the  pupils,  when  the  district  purchased  the  old 
United  Presbyterian  Church  building,  and  used  it 
for  a  higher  building.  In  January,  1884,  the  school- 
house  was  burned,  and  the  schools  were  discontinued 
until  the  present  school-house  was  built,  which  was 
completed  in  time  to  open  school  the  next  fall. 
This  house  has  ample  room  for  four  departments, 
and  under  the  management  of  Prof.  A.  M.  M.  Dor- 
nou  and  his  corps  of  assistants  has  brought  the 
school  up  to  a  standard  reached  by  none  in  the 
countj'  outside  of  Burlington. 

The  various  orders  and  societies  are  represented 
by  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Grand  Army  and 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 

Progress  Lodge  Xo.  156,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  or- 
ganized at  Kossuth,  but  removed  to  this  place  as 
soon  as  it  became  apparent  that  the  business  of  this 
section  would  center  here.     The  hall   was    built  in 

1873,  and  the  home  of  the  lodge  is  a  neat  and  com- 
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inodious  room.     The    membership  numbers  forty, 
and  its  officers  are:  Master,  R.  M.  Wilson;  Sen.  W.. 

A.  M.  M.  Dornun;  Jun.  W.,  Wm.  Foster;  Treas.,  A. 
C.  Brown;  Sec  S.  B.  Heizer. 

Garner  Lodcje  No.  378,  I.  0.0.  F.,  was  organ- 
ized in  the  spring  of  1877.  Its  first  officers  were: 
R.  Smith,  N.  G.;  J.  W.  McCoy,  W.  G.;  J.  W. 
Merrill,  Sec. ;  J.  S.  Taylor,  Per.  Sec. ;  B.  F.  Stahl. 
Treas.  Since  its  organization  it  has  been  extremely 
fortunate  in  its  financial  condition,  never  having 
any  extreme  cases  of  sickness  requiring  relief,  and 
in  all  these  years  no  member  in  good  standing  has 
died.  We  believe  that  only  one  man  who  was 
initiated  in  the  lodge  has  passed  awaj'.  The  pres- 
ent officers  are :  J.  A.  Cowger,  N.  G. ;  J.  P.  Swy- 
gard,  V.  G. ;  W.  V..  H.arper,  Sec. ;  S.  B.  Heizer,  Per. 
Sec,  and  J.  E.  AVare,  Treas. 

Stella  Degree  Lodge  Xn.  148,  Daughters  of  Re- 
hekah,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  organized  March  5,  1888.  The 
officers  are:  N.  G.,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Heizer;  Y.  G..  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Storks;  Sec,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Harding;  Treas., 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Scott. 

Sheppard  Post  JVo.  137,  G.  A.  li.,  was  mustered 
March  30,  1883.  The  following  officers  were  in- 
stalled: Commander,  E.  W.  Bandy;  S.  V.  Com.,  S. 
E.  King;  J.  V.  Com.,  S.  H.  Wilson;  Adjt.,  L.  M. 
Heizer;  Q.  M.,  R.  R.  Lockbart;  Surgeon,  R.  Smith ; 
Chaplain,  W.  S.  Hobbs:  Officer  of  Day,  M.  M. 
Miller;  Officer  of  the  Guard,  J.  P.  Ware;  Sergeant, 
Maj.  D.  R.  Bruce,  Q.  M.  S.,  W.  H.  Thompson. 
Including  the  charter  members,  of  whom  there  were 
twenty-nine,  there  have  been  eighty-nine  members 
mustered  into  the  Post,  or  sixty  members  by  the 
Post  since  the  original  muster.  Of  these  about 
seventy-one  are  still  members  in  good  standing. 
There  have  died  Comrades  A.  P.  Jackson,  Hiram 
Leonard  and  Wm.  A.  Arel.  A  number  have  re- 
moved, taking  their  transfers,  and  a  few  dropped 
out  of  the  order.  The  present  officers  are :  Cora., 
L.  B.  Power;  Sen.  V.  Com.,  W.  S.  Hobbs;  Jun.  V. 
Com.,  N.  H.  Boyce;  Adjt.,  M.   J.  Seeds;    Q.  M.,  S. 

B.  Heizer. 

J.J.  Andreii's  Camp  No.  126,  S.  ]'.,  was  mus- 
tered Oct.  18,  1887.  The  following  officers  were 
installed:  D.  Kelly,  Captain;  A.  M.  M.  Dornon, 
First  Lieut. ;  Bert  Tuck,  Second  Lieut. ;  John  Hemp- 
hill, O.  S. ;  John  Swygart,  Q.  M.  S. ;  Marion  Green, 
4> 


Chaplain;  Charles  Kline,  Color  Sargt. ;  Dan  Wilson, 
Sergt.  of  the  Guard ;  D.  Bridges,  Prineip.al  Musi- 
cian; Stephen  Merrill,  Corporal  of  Guard;  Charles 
Creighton,  Camp  Guard;  W.  Campbell,  Picket 
Guard.  The  camp  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
doing  a  good  work.  It  now  numbers  thirt3-  mem- 
bers, and  there  is  plentj'  of  material  to  work  on. 

T/ie  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  was 
organized  in  1883  by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Dunham.  The 
first  officers  were  Mrs.  N.  H.  Boyce,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
D.  G.  Bruce,  Vice  Pres.;  Mrs.  I.  N.  McClure, 
Sec. ;  Mrs.  C.  Bridges,  Treas.  The  present  officers 
are  Mrs.  S.  B.  Heizer,  Pres.;  Mrs.  N.  II.  Boyce,  V. 
Pres.;  Mrs.  V.  Bridges,  Sec;  Mrs.  A.  C.  Brown, 
Treas.  The  society  h.is  been  at  active  work  since 
its  organization,  and  is  growing  in  its  influence. 

THE  soldiers'  MOXU.MENT. 

Yellow  Spring  Township  has  the  high  honor,  hon- 
orably won,  of  having  a  public  monument  to  her 
fallen  heroes  who  died  in  defense  of  the  Union 
in  the  late  Rebellion.  It  is  located  in  the  park 
in  the  western  part  of  Kossuth,  surrounded  by 
a  beautiful  grove  of  evergreens,  and  is  over  twelve 
feet  high,  made  of  the  best  American  marble,  and 
executed  in  good  style.  On  the  east  face  is  the 
inscription :  "To  the  memory  of  our  brave  soldiers 
from  Yellow  Spring  Township,  who  died  in  the  serv- 
ice of  their  country,  and  their  comrades." 

On  the  north,  in  two  columns :  "Company  C,  30th 
Iowa  Infantry — Wm.  F.  Long,  Mort.  E.  Higgerson, 
John  Nelson,  Thos.  S.  Canfield,  S.  S.  Perry,  John  E. 
Sheppard,  Geo.  W.  True,  John  T.  Earnest,  Patk. 
Ward,  Geo.  W.  Harris,  John  Bain,  James  0.  Swank, 
John  B.  Berry,  Wm.  Henderson,  Oliver  H.  Davis, 
Sylvester  Bain,  A.  B.  Gillmore,  John  Bantle,  E.  T. 
Huling,  Marcus  Crawford.  A.  F.  Larkin,  Geo.  H. 
Hully,  G.  J.  Ries,  Benj.  F.  Hedges,  Wm.  Stewart, 
Gideon  Hedges,  Geo.  AVilson.  Webster  M.  King  and 
Thos.  F.  Ramsej'." 

On  the  west:  '-11  th  Iowa  Infantry,  Company  F 
— EdwardDoran;  Company  C,  15th  Iowa  Infant- 
ry— Sanuiel  F.  Paisley;  Company  C,  39th  Infantry 
— Isa.ac  Power,  Hugh  Henderson,  Abraham  Mc- 
Cullough;  Company  C,  45th  Iowa  Infantr}' — Silas 
King,  Chas.  Blake;  Corapanj-  I,  1st  Missouri  Engi- 
neers— John  P.  Anderson ;  Company  F,    IGth   Illi- 
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nois  Infantry — David  Crutchfleld;  Company  D, 
8th  Iowa  Cavalry — Samuel  H.  Williams;  Company 
I,  6th  Infantry — John  A.  Hannum.  Wni.  W.  Suth- 
erland, Henry  Leuty,  Wm.  F.  Swank,  MerrittJami- 
son,  Ira  Linton,  Chas.  B.  Shipman,  Horatio  P. 
Jackson,  Chas.  Fleming;  1st  Battery — Wm.  M. 
Van  Zant;  2d  Iowa  Cavalry — John  H.  Scott,  John 
Ogle,  John  Briilwell,  Joiin  Braden,"  and  on  the 
south  face:  "James  R.  Barnes,  Perry  W.  Johnson, 
Saml.  G.  Vannice,  Patterson  M.  Tennant,  Saml.  B. 
Jackson,  Geo.  D.  Barnes,  John  T.  Slathers,  Ferdi- 
nand Gillet,  James  D.  Welch,  Henry  S.  Littler,  Wm. 
H.  Agler;  Company  K,  14th  Iowa  Infantry — Law- 
rence H.  C.  Bruce,  Arthur  Bridges,  Benj.  Baker, 
Wra.  Leuty,  Jas.  McClure,  H.  D.  Leonard,  Jason 
A.  Hurd;  11th  United  States  Infantry — Saml.  H. 
Creighton,  Isaac  Williams,  Jr. 

On  the  eastern  face  of  the  spire  is  carved  the 
shield  of  the  United  Stales,  with  the  motto,  E pluri- 
bus  unuiu,  and  resting  upcni  it  a  musket  and  a 
sword,  united  by  the  laurel  wreath  of  victory,  and 
floating  over  it  the  guidon  inscribed  "Union  and 
Liberty." 

Its  history  is,  so  far  as  we  know,  unique,  and  recalls 
the  stor^'  of  the  intense  patriotism  of  Iowa  women 
and  men  in  the  days  darkened  by  treason.  Almost 
as  soon  as  the  volunteers  of  the  earlier  Iowa  regi- 
ments had  gone  into  camp  their  mothers,  sisters  and 
friends  organized  in  aid  societies,  and  that  of  Yel- 
low Spring  was  one  of  the  first  at  work.  In  the 
summer  of  1864  it  was  determined  to  hold  a  South- 
ern Iowa  Soldiers'  Fair  in  Burlington.  Messrs. 
Donahue  and  McCosh,  marble  dealers,  as  their  con- 
tribution, proposed  to  make,  and  through  the  Bur- 
lington Union  Aid  Society,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Darwin. 
President,  present  a  monument  as  described  above, 
'•to  the  township  in  Iowa,  exclusive  of  Burlington 
Township,  which  should,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  taking  the  census  of  1860  as  the 
standard,  contribute  the  most  in  cash,  goods,  wares, 
merchandise  or  produce"  to  the  fair,  and  promising 
that  it  should  be  "a  fitting  and  worthy  memorial  to 
the  honored  dead  who  have  given  their  lives  a  will- 


ing sacrifice  for  the  perpetuitj-  of  our  glorious 
American  Union." 

The  fair  was  opened  September  26  with  an  ad- 
dress by  Gov.  Rich.ard  Yates,  of  Illinois,  and  was 
largely  attended  and  continued  four  days.  Quite  a 
number  of  townships  were  competitors  for  the  prize. 
Yellow  Spring  was  represented  by  Mrs.  G.  N. 
Power  and  F.  Heizer,  Esq.,  and  faithfully  and  well 
they  labored. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  fair  were  $21,275,  of 
which  Yellow  Spring  Township,  with  a  population 
of  1,604,  contributed  $3,408.56,  and  w.as  awarded 
the  monument. 

A  month  later  the  Aid  Societies  of  the  township 
called  a  citizens'  meeting,  and  a  Monumental  Asso- 
ciation wiis  organized  Oct.  5,  1865.  The  monument 
was  erected  on  the  grounds  of  the  association,  and 
later  an  iron  fence,  the  gift  of  Chas.  Hendrie  &  Co., 
of  Burlington,  placed  around  it,  and  July  4,  1«66, 
it  was  formally  dedicated.  Rev.  W.  Salter,  D.  D., 
delivering  the  address,  and  Rev.  D.  G.  Cartwright 
and  Chaplain  W.  G.  Kephart  assisting  iu  the  relig- 
ious services. 

Forty  of  the  evergreen  trees  surrounding  it  were 
the  gift  of  David  Leonard,  and  were  set  May  3, 
1866.  More  were  planted  the  next  year,  also  fifty 
deciduous  trees  donated  by  Hon.  Samuel  Jamison. 

Thus  was  established,  as  wiis  well  expressed  by 
Mrs.  II.  B.  Ransom,  Secretary  of  the  Burlington 
Aid  Society,  "at  once  a  noble  testimonial  to  the 
liberalit}'  and  patriotism  of  the  successful  township, 
and  an  enduring  monument  to  the  memory  of  kin- 
dred and  friends  who  cheerfully  yielded  up  their 
lives  that  their  country  might  survive." 

The  officers  of  the  Monumental  Association 
(April,  1888)  are:  Pres.,  James  Hannum;  Vice 
Pres.,  Samuel  Fullenwider;  Treas.,  W.  11.  Cart- 
wright;  Sec.,  M.  W.  Blair;  Ex.  Com.,  James  Bruce, 
Harvey  Seeds,  Martin  Bridwell;  Trustees,  Thomas 
Davis,  D.  B.  Crawford,  who  together  constitute  a 
Board  of  Control.  Messrs.  F^rederic  Heizer  and 
Hiram  Leonard,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
W.  W.  King,  Nathaniel  Heizer  and  John  Hamilton, 
Trustees,  have  died  during  their  term  of  office. 
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^1   CITY  OF  BURLINGTON 


4^: 


i''^'|'**~ 


ISTORICALLY,  Burlington 
is  contemporaneous  witli 
that  of  the  count}',  the 
first  settlement  of  which 
was   on    the    site    of   the 


present  citj-.  In  the  fall 
of  1829  Simpson  S.  White  and  Amzi 
Doolittle  visited  this  region  of  coun- 
tr}',  and,  favorably  impressed  with 
it,  determined  that,  if  thrown  open 
for  settlement  by  the  whites  in  their 
day,  on  Flint  Hills  they  would  lay 
out  a  city,  its  location  being  thought 
a  fine  one  for  that  purpose.  Three 
years  afterward  the  country  was 
ceded  to  the  whites,  and  these  gentlemen  at  once 
hastened  to  make  their  claims.  That  their  selection 
was  a  fortunate  one  a  glance  at  the  present  magnifi- 
cent citj'  will  testify.  Rome,  the  eternal  city,  is 
situated  upon  seven  hills.  Burlington  cannot  boast 
of  so  many,  but  it  has  four,  known  as  Prospect, 
North,  South  and  West  Hills,  situated  in  as  many 
divisions  of  the  city.  Upon  each  of  these  hills  are 
to  be  found  handsome  residences  which  are  credit- 
able to  the  wealth  and  enterprise  of  the  city,  and 
would  do  honor  to  a  more  pretentious  place.  From 
each  of  these  there  is  a  fine  panoramic  view  of  the 
river,  dotted  here  and  there  by  islands,  and  floating 
upon  its  waters  palatial  steamers,  carrying  the  prod- 
uce of  the  country  and  jileasure-seekers  pursuing 
their  journey  to  the  North  and  to  the  South,    Long 


trains  of  cars,  both  passenger  and  freight,  may  be 
seen  at  any  hour,  day  or  night.  Looking  down 
from  one  of  these  lofty  hills  a  scene  of  bustle  and 
activity  is  presented  to  the  view.  Foundries,  belcii- 
ing  out  huge  volumes  of  smoke;  freight  from  steam- 
boats and  cars  loading  and  unloading,  the  farmer 
and  the  citizen  hurrying  to  and  fro.  It  is,  indeed, 
a  pleasing  sight. 

To  trace  the  beginning,  and  show  how  from  a 
rude  wilderness  sprang  a  magnificent  city,  is  the 
object  of  this  history.  As  already  stated,  an  Indian 
trading-post  was  estal)lished  at  this  point  some  years 
before  the  settlement  of  the  country  by  the  whites. 
As  soon  as  the  treaty  was  made  by  the  Indians  Mr. 
White  crosses!  the  river  and  erected  a  log  cabin,  but 
the  Indian  title  not  being  extinct  until  June  1, 1833, 
the  cabin  was  burned  down  by  soldiers  sent  from 
the  fort  at  Rock  Island.  But  Mr.  AVhite  bided  his 
time,  and  on  the  morning  of  June  1,  1833,  he  was 
on  the  ground  and  a  new  building  was  soon  erected. 
Others  soon  came  in,  and  quite  a  little  settlement 
was  made  before  the  winter  set  in. 

Dr.  AVilliam  R.  Ross,  from  Quincy,  111.,  established 
the  first  store  in  the  place.  Mr.  White,  in  referring 
to  this  matter,  said  :  "During  the  summer  of  1803 
(September)  a  boat  landed  and  began  to  discharge 
a  quantity  of  goods.  Upon  going  down  to  the  boat 
I  learned  that  Dr.  William  R.  Ross,  of  Quinc}-,  111., 
had  shipped  a  stock  of  merchandise  to  my  care.  I 
was  much  surprised,  as  I  had  received  no  notice  of 
his  intention  and  had  no  building  in  which  to  store 
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the  goods  from  the  weather.  There  was  but  one 
course  to  pursue,  and  that  was  to  collect  all  the 
force  at  hand  and  build  a  cabin  at  once.  The  goods 
were  left  in  an  exposed  condition  for  several  days, 
with  Indians  about  all  the  time." 

Shortly  after  Ross  started  in  business,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  Jr.,  came  in  also  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing himself  in  business.  The  town  had  not  yet 
been  laid  out,  and,  desirous  of  purchasing,  Mr. 
Smith  urged  its  survey.  Dr.  Ross  survej'ed  the 
front  line  of  two  blocks,  and  Mr.  Smilii  purchased 
a  lot  and  commenced  the  erection  of  a  building,  in 
which  he  opened  up  a  stock  of  general  merchandise. 
This  was  in  December,  1833.  In  the  spring  of  1834 
other  settlers  came  in.  among  whom  were  John  B. 
Gray,  S.  S.  Ross,  Dr.  Shuff  and  Dr.  Cutler.  Later, 
but  in  the  same  year,  came  Zadoc  C.  Ingraham, 
Samuel  Stephens,  John  S.  David,  and  others.  Up 
to  thi.*  time  the  place  was  still  known  by  its  original 
name,  Flint  Hills.  As  quite  a  little  village  had 
sprung  up,  it  was  desired  that  some  more  appropri- 
ate name  should  be  adopted.  John  B.  Gray  sug- 
gested the  name  of  Burlington,  which  was  adopted, 
and  by  which  it  has  ever  since  been  known,  although 
several  attempts  have  been  made  to  have  it  changed. 
This  was  particularly  the  case  between  1840  and 
1850. 

In  the  spring  of  1834  Burlington  began  to  have 
"  a  habitation  and  a  name."  Zadoc  C.  Ingraham 
this  year  taught  the  first  school  in  the  place  in  a 
building  erected  bj'  Dr.  Ross  for  church  and  school 
purposes.  In  the  spring  of  1835  W.  W.  Chapman 
opened  the  first  law  office.  S.  S.  White  and  Jonathan 
Donnell  built  a  sawmill  this  year,  while  several  mer- 
cantile houses  were  established.  The  beginning  of 
1836  found  quite  a  flourishing  settlement.  Among 
those  who  came  this  year  was  a  youth,  now  nearing 
his  threescore  and  ten  years,  and  who  is  now  better 
and  more  favorably  known  than  any  man  in  the 
count}' — William  Garrett.  In  the  columns  of  the 
Gazfttfi,  in  1886,  appear  a  series  of  personal  recol- 
lections.    Of  Burlington,  Mr.  Garrett  writes : 

WILLIAM  Garrett's  recollections. 
^^^N  the  11th  of  April,  1836,  early  in  the  morn- 
I     jjj  ing,  I  arrived  here  on  the  steamboat    'Ad- 
^^J'   venture' — Capt.  Van  Houton.     It  was  Mon- 
day morning,    and    the  boat  was   at    Des    Moines 


barracks  (now  Montrose)  all  the  forenoon  of  Sun- 
day, unloading  provisions  and  supplies  for  the 
garrison.  There  were  four  or  five  companies  of 
soldiers  there.  Col.  Kearney  was  in  command,  and 
the  soldiers  were  out  on  dress  parade  that  morning. 
Capt.  Jesse  B.  Brown,  afterward  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  Lee  County,  was  one  of  the  Captains,  and 
came  on  board  the  boat  with  some  soldiers,  two  of 
whom  he  was  bringing  to  Burlington  to  be  tried 
before  the  court  on  the  day  I  arrived.  The  boat 
reached  Ft.  Madison  in  the  afternoon,  and  Capt. 
B.,  who  was  drinking,  left  our  boat  and  went  on 
board  the  'Olive  Branch,'  for  Burlington.  We 
left  Ft.  Madison  after  I  went  to  bed,  and  next 
morning  we  were  here.  On  that  day  court  met. 
Col.  Isaac  Lefller  was  Chief  Justice,  and  Walker 
and  Inghram  Associate  Judges.  My  old  friend, 
Judge  William  Morgan,  had  been  previous  to  that 
Chief  Justice,  and  Judge  David  Rorer  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  before  the  court.  The  other  attor- 
nej's  were  Col.  W.  W.  Chapman,  our  first  delegate 
in  Congress  from  Iowa;  Maj.  Joseph  B.  Teas,  a 
member  of  the  Council;  James  W.  Woods, 'Old 
Timber,'  who  was  buried  in  Aspen  Grove  Ceme- 
terj'  last  month,  and  I  think  Cyrus  Walker,  who 
resided  at  Macomb,  LI.  The  soldiers  were  ac- 
quitted and  returned  to  the  barracks.  The  river 
had  onl\'  been  open  then  about  two  weeks,  and  I 
think  the  first  boat  that  arrived  that  spring  was  the 
•Olive  Branch,'  March  27th— Capt.  R.  M.  Strother. 
The  town  then  contained  but  a  few  inhabitants, 
perhaps  200  or  300.  There  was  a  ferr}',  which  was 
a  flatboat.  owned  b}-  Jeremiah  AVhite,  and  landed 
just  above  the  water- works ;  a  road  was  cut  down 
to  the  river  bank,  and  a  large  number  of  movers 
crossed  that  spring,  and  among  the  emigrants  was 
the  late  Gov.  Grimes,  who  arrived  May  4.  1836,  on 
horseback,  not  then  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The 
merchants  were  principall}'  along  Water  street.  On 
the  lot  where  the  gasworks  are  resided  two  of  the 
squatters  and  proprietors  of  the  town,  Simpson  S. 
AVhite  and  Morton  M.  McCarver.  It  was  a  two- 
story  house  with  double  porch,  and  George  W.  Kel- 
lej'  and  wife  boarded  with  McCarver;  they  both 
moved  to  Oregon  many  years  ago.  and  McCarver 
is  dead. 

'■At  that  time  the  town  was  not  laid  out,  as  it  is 
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now.  White  Doolittle  and  McCavver  claimed  from 
the  bluff  to  the  mouth  of  Hawkeye  Creek,  which 
was  at  the  foot  of  what  is  now  Market  street,  and 
extending  back  one-half  mile,  and  it  was  laid  out 
into  blocks  and  subdivided  into  lots,  about  twelve 
lots  in  a  block.  On  the  north  Mr.  King,  of  St. 
Louis,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Kelley,  owned  a  tract;  on 
the  west  Dr.  William  R.  Ross  and  S.  S.  Ross ;  on 
the  south  from  Hawkeye  Creek  to  the  branch  down 
Angular  street  Col.  Isaac  Leffler  owned ;  south  of 
that  a  narrow  strip  owned  by  Judge  Rorer,  and 
south  of  that  to  the  Vinegar  Hill  point  was  owned 
by  Enoch  Wade ;  Wade  owned  the  claim  south  of 
that,  now  Prospect  Hill.  West  of  Rorer  and  Wade 
the  claim  was  owned  by  Theophilus  Isacand  Daniel 
Crenshaw,  who  sold  the  claim  to  Dr.  R.  F.  Barret, 
and  it  is  now  Barret's  subdivision  and  addition  to 
Burlington.  West  of  Leffler's  addition  Maj.  Jerry 
Smith  owned,  but  in  183C>  the  town  was  laid  off  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  and  a  civil  engineer  named 
Harrison  laid  it  out  as  it  is  at  present,  and  I  think 
made  no  improvement  on  Dr.  Ross'  survey  into 
lots  and  blocks ;  he  made  the  lots  too  small  and  too 
manj'  streets. 

"Mr.  Amzi  Doolittle,  part  owner  of  the  town  and 
brother-in-law  to  White  and  McCarver,  I  think,  had 
moved  back  to  Illinois  opposite  to  Ft.  Madison, 
now  called  Appanoose.  Maj.  M.  M.  McCarver 
built  a  house  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Columbia 
and  Main  streets,  where  the  Palmer  House  now  is, 
a  two-story  frame  house,  in  1836,  and  W.  P.  Cow- 
perthwait  resided  and  had  a  store  in  it.  In  that 
house  was  the  first  type  set  in  Burlington,  and  first 
paper  published,  the  Territorial  Gazette^  in  1837; 
James  Clark  &  Co.,  publishers;  Cyrus  S.  Jacobs, 
editor,  and  John  H.  McKinne}'.  foreman.  I  saw 
Gov.  Clark  setting  type  and  John  H.  McKinney 
doing  the  press  work  on  the  first  edition.  "V\Tiere 
the  City  Mills  are  was  a  row  of  cabins,  and  on  a  lot 
south  a  two-stor}-  house.  George  W.  Kelley  had 
a  store  in  the  south  one  and  Col.  H.  C.  Bennett 
about  that  time  opened  a  store  in  the  other;  then 
south  were  some  log  houses,  and  in  one  George  W. 
Cook  kept  a  store ;  then  a  vacant  lot,  and  next  a 
small  building  in  which  Chase  &  Kimball  had  a 
store,  and  in  front  of  them  Gen.  George  W.  Hight 
had  a  warehouse  and  provision  store.     It  was  built 


on  piles  and  extended  out  over  the  water,  in  fact. 
I  think  the  water  came  into  it  that  spring.  It  re- 
mained there  several  years.  On  the  corner  of 
Court  and  Water,  north  side,  was  the  only  tavern 
in  the  town,  kept  by  Thomas  Cooper.  Cooper  had 
but  one  arm;  he  lost  one  in  trying  to  kill  a  squirrel, 
near  where  the  Hotel  Duncan  now  is— afterward  by 
James  Wile}'  Mitchell  and  others.  On  the  oppo- 
site corner,  where  the  Fix  elevator  is,  was  a  two- 
stor}'  house.  Sullivan  S.  Ross  had  a  store  in  the 
front  room  and  resided  upstairs  and  in  tiie  back 
room.  Soon  afterward  he  moved  out,  and  Brown- 
ing and  Perrin  had  a  law  office  in  that  back  room. 
Mr.  Perrin  was  a  brother  of  Capt.  Perrin  (killed  by 
the  blowing  up  of  the  steamer  'Mozelle,'  at  Cin- 
cinnati), and  left  the  place  soon  after.  Dr.  "William 
R.  Ross,  who  then  lived  in  a  log  house  on  Main 
street,  where  the  Telephone  Express  Stable  is.  was 
Postmaster  (the  first  one  here),  and  had  some  drugs 
and  medicines  and  a  few  pigeon  holes  for  letters 
and  papers  in  a  box  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
store,  and  a  desk  was  on  the  counter  next  to  the 
window,  north  of  the  door.  There  was  also  a  win- 
dow south  of  the  door.  I  can  remember  yet  how 
that  door  was  made.  Letter  postage  at  that  time 
was  twenty-five  cents  from  Kentucky,  and  it  had  to 
be  paid  at  the  delivering  office  in  silver.  There 
was  but  one  mail  a  week;  it  was  from  St.  Francis- 
ville,  Mo.,  and  was  carried  by  Rich.ard  Land  in  a 
two-horse  spring  wagon  ;  when  the  roads  were  very 
bad,  on  horseback.  Land  lived  in  Skunk  bottom, 
on  what  has  been  called  the  Vance  and  Ervin  farm. 
The  next  house  south  was  a  log  cabin,  and  John 
Ross  had  some  trinkets  in  it  to  sell.  He  was  soon 
after  appointed  Deputy  Postmaster,  as  Dr.  Ross 
was  a  practicing  ph3-sician,  and  John  Ross,  who  was 
not  a  relative  of  the  Doctor,  moved  the  office  into 
that  cabin.  Next  house  south,  where  the  south 
end  of  the  elevator  is,  was  the  store  of  Maj.  Jere- 
miah Smith.  He  brought  the  first  stock  of  goods 
to  this  town,  and  sold  a  good  many  goods  to  the 
Indians.  He  had  a  large  stock  for  the  town.  His 
clerks  were  Oliver  Cottle,  now  residing  in  Califor- 
nia, and  Smith  Bowen.  the  oldest  brother  of  Sena- 
tor Tom  Bowen,  of  Colorado.  Smith  soon  after 
went  to  Texas,  and  then  to  Mexico,  where  he  dieei. 
Maj.  Smith  was  a  very  prominent  citizen.     He  was 
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a  member  of  the  Council  from  Des  Moines  County. 
He  owned  a  large  tract  of  land,  or  had  a  claim  on 
it.  west  of  town,  and  Smith's  addition,  named  after 
him,  is  part  of  it.  He  built  the  State  House  in 
1 837  for  the  Wisconsin  Legislature,  on  a  vacant  lot 
south  of  his  store,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  on 
the  night  of  Dec.  12.  1837,  while  the  Legislature 
was  occupying  it.  The  next  house  south  of  M.ij. 
Smith's  store  was  a  small  one;  old  man  Jones  had 
a  saloon  in  it,  and  the  only  saloon  in  the  town. 
Next  were  two  or  three  two-storj'  houses,  on  the 
corner  where  the  McCutcheon  House  and  stables 
are,  occupied  bj'  Col.  Jolin  S.  David,  John  B.  New- 
hall,  Robert  Ralston  and  Gray  it  Stephens,  as  stores. 

"John  B.  Gray  named  Burlington;  prior  to  that 
it  was  Flint  Hills.  Mr.  Samuel  F.  Stephens  died 
last  year,  past  fourscore  years  of  .age.  always  a  re- 
spected citizen.  On  Columbia,  west  of  Graj'  & 
Stevens,  who  occupied  the  corner,  Jonathan  Don- 
nell  had  a  small  provision  store,  with  cakes,  can- 
dies, etc.,  to  sell.  There  were  two  or  three  log 
cabins  west  to  alley,  on  south  side,  where  Hitchens' 
shop  now  is.  Jesse  B.  AVebber  &  Co.,  Pettus  A.- 
Morrison,  of  St.  Louis,  had  a  store  in  a  log  house. 

•'The  next  spring,  1837,  Maj.  W.  B.  Remey  pur- 
ch.Tsed  the  interest  of  Pettus  A-  Morrison,  and  the 
lirm  was  Webber  &,  Remey,  and  when  fourteen  j^ears 
old  the  writer  went  into  their  emploj'  in  the  store, 
and  remained  with  them  four  years,  boarding  first 
with  one  and  then  the  other;  both  were  prominent 
citizens  and  kind  and  indulgent.  In  1837  they 
erected  the  two-story  frame  on  the  corner  of  Main 
street,  where  the  late  Fred  C.  Schramm  had  a  store. 
Our  oldest  settler,  H.  Moore,  had  the  contract,  and 
fell  from  the  roof  and  broke  his  leg,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  notice  that  he  is  still  quite  lame.  Opposite 
Webber's — east — Col.  George  H.  Beeler  resided  in 
a  small  house,  and  in  the  fall  of  1836,  or  spring  of 
1837,  built  two  liouses  opposite  the  McCutcheon 
House.  The  west  one  was  painted  yellow,  and  the 
east  one  blue;  and  around  the  corner  on  Water 
street  Isaac  Newliall  had  a  store,  and  I  believe  kept 
the  first  ready-made  clothing  ever  sold  in  Burling- 
ton, and  in  the  spring  of  1837  our  late  fellow-citi- 
zen, John  Taylor,  not  yet  twenty-one  years  old, 
clerked  there.  South  of  Newhall  there  were  some 
cabins.     Carter  Wilkie  resided  in  one,  and  a  Mr. 


•^b^! 


Adams  in  another;  afterward  L.  W.  Babbitt,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  had  a  giinshop  in  one;  Luke  Palmer 
sold  goods  in  one ;  L.  P.  Reed  had  a  shoeshop  in 
one;  A.  W.  Carpenter  had  his  silversmith-shop  in 
one,  and  Jacob  K.  Field  had  a  saddle  and  harness 
shop  in  one;  and  just  north  of  them,  in  1836,  Col. 
John  S.  David  built  a  storehouse  and  occupied  it. 
On  the  corner  of  Washington  and  AVater  streets. 
South  Side,  George  and  Samuel  Leebrick  bad  a  two- 
story  house,  and  west  of  that  some  cabins  to  the 
alley.  A  Mr.  Benson  (called  ''Big  Pigeon"  Benson) 
kept  a  store  in  the  corner,  and  the  Leebricks,  I 
think,  had  some  goods  in  one  of  the  cabins,  and 
soon  afterward  a  hat  store  was  in  one,  and  across 
the  alley  where  Mr.  Schott's  leather  store  now  is 
the  late  J.  A.  Funk  built  a  residence  and  bakery, 
and  on  the  east  end  of  the  Hnirk-Eije  office  build- 
ing was  a  small  frame  house  occupied  by  our  first 
bai'ber,  Willis  Houston,  a  colored  man,  who  mar- 
ried a  colored  woman  Judge  Rorer  brought  from 
Arkansas,  and  who  moved  to  Liberia,  Africa.  In 
the  west  side  of  the  house  Morris  <fe  Lucas  had  a 
t.ailor  shop.  In  the  house  of  Leebrick's,  on  the 
corner,  the  Hawk-Eye  was  first  printed  in  1839;  the 
steps  were  outsidejon  the  south,  and  the  writer  saw 
them  work  ofl'  the  first  edition;  the  office  was  re- 
moved from  Ft.  Madison  up  here,  and  our  fellow- 
citizen,  James  M.  Broadwell,  and  George  Paul,  of 
Iowa  Cit}',  were  with  Mr.  Edwards,  .as  printers; 
south  of  that  house  on  Water  street  was  a  log  house 
used  as  a  jail,  and  in  the  summer  of  1836  had  an 
Indian  in  it  as  a  prisoner.  The  Indian  had  killed 
another  Indian  just  above  the  gas  works,  and  the 
Indians  buried  him  near  where  Mr.  Starker's  resi- 
dence is.  Then  south  of  that  was  a  two-story 
house  owned  by  Amos  Ladd  and  James  Clark.  In 
the  spring  of  1836  three  young  men  from  Boston 
arrived  here  and  opened  a  store  in  that  house. 
The}'  were  Hanson  E.  Dickinson,  Thomas  Hedge 
and  E.  H.  Sears;  the  firm  was  Dickinson,  Hedge  & 
Sears,  but  young  Sears  died  that  summer,  and  the 
firm  was  changed  to  Dickinson  &  Hedge  in  the  fall 
of  1836  or  early  in  1837.  Mr.  Hendershott  had  his 
law  office  in  the  second  story,  with  stairs  outside. 
He  was  a  brother  of  Judge  H.  D.  Hendershott,  of 
Ottumwa.  Then  near  the  corner  of  Jefferson. 
James  Davidson,  Esq.,  resided.     He  moved  to  the 
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count!-}',  and  it  was  occupied  by  William  Griffey, 
Esq,,  and  afterward  by  H.  C.  Anderson  and  others. 
South  of  Jefferson,  where  Schumann  now  is,  was  a 
two-story  frame,  and  Amos  Ladd  resided  in  it. 
Then,  where  Penrose  is,  was  a  small  frame  that 
Abraham  Adams  had  a  shoeshop  in.  He  was  an 
uncle  of  our  worthy  Mayor.  I  think  he  came  here 
in  the  fall  of  183G.  The  next  house  was  where  the 
large  mill  was  burned,  on  the  north  half  of  the  lot, 
on  the  corner  of  Valley  and  "Walter  streets,  owned 
and  occupied  by  Mr.  Jones — a  two-story  house  in 
front  and  a  row  of  log  cabins  in  the  rear.  Mrs. 
Jones  afterward  kept  a  boarding-house  and  tavern. 
She  was  the  mother  of  John  W.  Jones,  who  was 
State  Treasurer  some  years  ago,  and  of  George  W. 
Jones,  of  Des  Moines.  At  the  mouth  of  the  creek 
they  had  to  cross  on  a  tree  that  was  cut  down  and 
fell  across  it.  A  path  led  to  the  lower  town.  The  bot- 
tom was  covered  with  very  large  forest  trees,  and  a 
road  was  cut  through  the  timber,  and  the  ford  was 
up  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets  and  quite  a 
hill  to  pull  up  to  get  to  Valley  street.  At  the  up- 
per end  of  Main  street,  where  Prugh's  establish- 
ment is,  vvas  a  log  house,  and  Mr.  Adam  Ogilvie 
lived  there.  He  soon  afterward  removed  to  Bloom- 
ington  (now  Muscatine).  On  the  opposite  side  were 
some  cabins,  and  a  Mr.  James  lived  in  one.  There 
were  some  cabins  above  the  Harris  House.  Jeremiah 
White  lived  where  Mr.  E.  E.  Gay  lived  so  long, 
and  a  cabin  on  the  corner  of  High  and  Third,  and 
also  where  Miss  Ritchie  lives. 

'•The  first  court  ever  held  in  Des  Moines  Countj^ 
was  held  in  one  of  these  cabins.  The  grand  jury, 
it  was  said,  bad  to  hold  their  sessions  in  the  hollow 
back  of  White's  house.  Col.  Arthur  Inghram  was 
foreman,  and  the  last  survivor  was  Matthew  W. 
Latty,  of  Benton  Township.  There  was  a  house 
near  the  creek  near  Osborne  and  Agency  avenue, 
where  resided  Mrs.  Helena  Glade,  the  mother  of 
Joel  Kreichbaum.  On  the  hill  near  Fred  Smith  and 
Mr.  Drake's  residence  were  some  log  cabins,  in  one 
of  which  Dr.  Ross  had  resided  to  hold  his  claim, 
and  in  one  Zodack  C.  Inghram  had  taught  school, 
and  in  these  cabins  the  first  sermons  were  preached 
bj'  a  Methodist  minister,  and  in  one  Rev.  Mr.  Bas- 
com,  the  first  Methodist  preacher  stationed  here, 
resided.    On  Jefferson  street  near  Seventh,  William 


S.  Keeler  had  a  residence  and  bLacksmith-shop,  and 
opposite  Keeler's  ^^ns  a  house  in  which  Mr.  Wright 
lived,  and  on  the  lot  where  the  creamery-  is  old  Mr. 
Hummer  built  a  house  for  a  brewer}-,  the  first  in 
town.  On  the  lot  corner  of  Sixth  and  Washing- 
ton was  the  first  lime-kiln.  Simon  Wittee  and 
someone  else  made  lime  there.  Near  the  corner  of 
Spring  and  Fourth  streets  were  some  cabins;  school 
was  taught  in  one  in  1836  and  1837.  There  was  a 
good  spring  in  the  rear  of  Dr.  Patchen's  residence. 
There  was  a  house  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Court,  where  the  Sisters'  School  is  now.  occupied 
by  Col.  Chapman  as  a  law  office,  and  Gov.  James 
W.  Grimes  had  his  office  there  also.  On  the  east 
end  of  the  lot  of  the  residence  of  Judge  Sraythe, 
in  1836,  Col.  Bennett  built  a  two-story  house  and 
moved  into  it,  and  across  the  alley,  east,  Thomas 
Cooper,  the  tavern-keeper,  built  the  house  there 
yet  with  the  porches.  On  the  corner  east,  now 
the  residence  of  S.  H.  Jones,  George  W.  Kelley 
built  a  frame  and  moved  into  it;  on  the  corner  cast 
of  that  George  W.  Cook  built  a  house,  and  lived 
there  until  he  moved  to  the  farm,  now  the  Poor 
Farm,  where  he  died.  He  sold  the  house  and  lot 
to  James  G.  Edwards,  and  in  that  house  Mr.  Ed- 
wards died;  and  in  that  Rev.  Mr.  Bell,  the  first 
Presbyterian  preacher  here,  preached.  Opposite, 
■Henry  Moore  built  a  small  frame,  and  Mr.  Fish  re- 
sided in  it.  When  he  moved  to  Bloomington  Mr. 
Moore  lived  in  it;  previous  to  that  Mr.  Moore  lived 
in  a  small  frame  on  the  north  part  of  the  post-office 
lot.  which  was  torn  down  when  Dr.  Nassau  built 
that  building.  On  the  corner  of  Third  and  Colum- 
bia, where  the  late  Dr.  Henry  resided,  was  a  small 
house  and  a  cabin  or  two,  where  Maj.  Remey  re- 
sided. On  the  vacant  lot  west  of  Alderman  Hag- 
crty's  shop.  Col.  Beeler  built  a  residence. 

'"On  the  lot  where  the  court-house  is  was  a  small 
cabin  and  a  good  well  of  water,  and  I  think  in  the 
spring  of  1836  Jimmy  AVells  lived  in  it.  but  he 
built  himself  a  log  house  where  Hoerr's  bakery  is  on 
Washington  street.  On  the  corner  of  Columbia 
and  Main,  where  John  Ohrt's  office  is,  in  1836  the 
Chalfants,  Abner  and  Peasley,  built  a  hotel,  and  it 
was  opened  that  summer  by  Jonathan  J.  King. 
Afterward  Mrs.  Susan  Parrott,  Thomas  Hammer  & 
Son,  Ch.nrles   H.   Miller,  J.  C.  Fletcher  and    others 
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kept  hotel  there.  They  also  built  a  stable  on  the 
south  lot  of  the  court-house  yard.  Ou  the  lot  where 
Prices'  drug-store  is  was  a  small  house,  and  I  think 
John  B.  Gray  resided  in  it  in  1836.  Soon  after- 
ward he  moved  to  Texas,  and  Dr.  Enos  Lowe  re- 
sided in  it.  On  the  lot  opposite  the  Barret  House, 
where  Henry  Kriechbaum's  baker}'  is.  Rev.  Mr.  Ru- 
ble built  a  house  for  a  boarding-house.  He  was  the 
father  of  the  late  Mrs.  James  Putman.and  died  be- 
fore the  house  was  flnislied.  J.  J.  King  kept  board- 
ers, and  afterward  N.  C.  Street  and  Peter  Moore. 
On  the  lot  where  Squire's  drug-store  is  Lewis  Herr 
and  Francis  Bercht  liad  a  cabinet-shop,  and  a  tread 
wheel  and  a  pair  of  oxen  did  the  work  and  it  was 
the  power  to  run  the  lathes.  Afterward  Mr.  Benson 
put  in  a  set  of  burrs  and  made  meal  and  buck- 
wheat flour.  At  the  corner  where  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank  is  in  1836  James  Clark  built  a  small 
log  house  and  had  a  garden ;  had  a  rail  fence  five  or 
six  rails  high.  In  the  new  surve}'  it  was  partly  in 
the  street,  and  was  removed  back  in  the  rear  of  Mr. 
Leebrick's  shoestore,  and  Edward  Hobert  used  it 
for  a  baker}'.  On  the  west  side  of  Main,  between 
,  Jefferson  and  Washington,  was  low,  flat  ground  and 
a  pond,  afterward  filled  up.  Col.  John  S.  David 
built  a  small  house  on  the  alley  where  the  David 
building  now  is,  and  the  Territorial  Librar}'  was  in 
it,  and  Morgan  Reno,  late  of  Iowa  City,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Hammer,  was  librarian.  Soon 
after  I  came  a  cabin  was  built  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Valley,  southwest  corner,  and  where 
Hunt's  grocery  was,  another,  and  a  Mr.  Pike  taught 
school  in  it.  There  were  also  some  small  houses 
built  where  the  Harper  House  is  and  McArthur's 
stable,  occupied  by  David  Hendershott  and  Ken- 
dall Hosea  and  others.  A  log  house  or  two  along 
Main  street,  between  Valley  and  Jefferson.  In  1836 
T.  M.  Isett  built  a  house  on  the  corner  where  the 
telegraph  office  is. 

"On  the  hills  were  plenty  of  trees  in  their  natural 
state,  and  strawberries,  raspberries  and  blackber- 
ries, plums,  crab  apples,  hickory  nuts  and  walnuts. 
There  was  a  road  around  under  the  bluff  to  get  up 
to  the  bottom,  and  one  over  the  hill,  through  the 
timber,  to  go  to  Casey  and  Tamatown'prairies.  The 
road  ran  near  the  bluff  where  the  Catholic  Ceme- 
tery is.  and  on  lot  No.  6.  northern  addition,  was  a 
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cabin,  and  the  roadway  was  between  the  cahin 
and  bluff,  and  below  it  was  a  beautiful  amphithe- 
ater, where  the  Black  Hawk  rock  is,  and  a  fine 
spring  at  that  day,  and  one  Mr.  Compton  resided 
there.  In  the  summer  or  fall  of  1836  he  was  killed 
in  front  of  Maj.  Smith's  store  bj'  a  Mr.  Dunwiddie, 
and  was  buried  at  the  north  end  of  Seventh  street. 
under  some  fine  oak  trees,  on  a  point,  and  one  of 
the  finest  views  in  the  city.  In  the  same  year  a  Mr. 
Sidenbeuder  was  killed  in  a  fight  b}'  a  Mr.  Harnian. 
and  Sidenbender  was  buried  alongside  of  Compton. 
Dunwiddie  was  acquitted.  Harman  got  out  of  jail 
one  night  and  went  down  the  river  in  a  canoe;  last 
we  heard  of  Harmon;  as  we  did  not  have  telephones 
or  telegraphs,  or  detectives  in  those  days,  and 
mails  but  once  a  week;  he  was  not  caught.  I  do  not 
know  that  our  officers  tried  to  find  him. 

"On  Dec.  12,  1837,  I  saw  the  State  House  burn; 
that  night  it  turned  very  cold  ;  the  steamboat 'Smel- 
ter' was  at  the  foot  of  Columbia  street,  and  ice  was 
thick  in  the  river  in  the  morning;  the  boat  un- 
loaded here  and  went  down  the  river.  The  Coun- 
cil met  afterward  in  the  west  room  in  McCarver's 
building,  a  room  about  20x20  feet;  there  were  thir- 
teen members;  Col.  Arthur  Inghram  was  President; 
was  one  of  our  members,  and  Majs.  Jeremiah  Smith 
and  Jos.  B.  Teas  were  his  colleagues.  The  Gazette 
office  w.as  in  the  east  rooms,  up  stairs  and  down,  and 
a  Dr.  Martin  lived  in  the  west  room  downstairs, 
and  a  small  house  on  the  west.  The  House  met 
over  Webber  cfc  Remey's  store,  and  I  slept  on  the 
counter  in  the  store;  the  room  was  about  22x36 
feet;  there  were  twent3'-six  members;  Col.  Isaac 
LeIHer,  of  our  count}',  was  Speaker,  and  the  other 
representatives  from  our  county  were  Rev.  David 
R.  Chance,  Rev.  George  W.  Teas,  Thomas  Blair. 
John  Box,  G.  H.  Jenkins  and  a  Dr.  Reynolds;  a 
Mr.  Catlin  was  chief  clerk,  and  Judge  Johnstone 
(now  of  Keokuk)  assistant  clerk;  Reuben  Chance, 
door-keeper,  and  Jos.  T.  Fales,  assistant  door-keeper ; 
and  Wash.  Jones  was  fireman.  Cannot  remember 
names  of  others. 

"From  Hawke^-e  Creek,  which  emptied  into  the 
river  just  south  of  Market  street,  to  the  bluff — 
then  at  the  foot  of  Angular  on  Water  street — was 
a  low  flat  bottom  covered  with  large  trees.  The 
first  rise  from  the  river,  run  .along  from  just  east  of 
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the  Railroad  Hospital  and  around  up  in  front  of 
the  Union  Hotel,  through  the  lot  on  the  opposite 
corner,  around  east  and  north  of  the  oil  mill,  and 
around  east  of  the  Lutlery  works,  to  Fifth  street. 
Those  lots  in  the  rear  of  Donahue.  McCosh  &  Co. 
were  on  a  steep  bluff,  while  in  the  bottom  were 
large  sycamore,  elm,  maple  and  oak  trees,  and  on 
the  first  rise  sugar  ti'ees,  and  there  were  a  great 
many  trees  up  the  bottom,  between  Washington 
and  Market  streets.  On  the  square  bounded  by 
Jefferson  and  Valley  and  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets 
was  what  might  be  termed  a  sugar  orchard,  for 
there  were  a  great  many  trees  on  that  square,  owned 
by  James  W.  Nealle\',  who  lived  in  the  yellow 
house  where  Wyman  it  Rand's  store  is,  on  Fourth 
street,  and  also  around  where  the  Union  Hotel, 
Hospital,  and  John  Often  resides  I  saw  men  cutting 
down  these  trees  and  hauling  them  away  and  cut- 
ting the  tops  into  wood,  and  as  I  said  in  my  first 
communication,  just  south  of  Market  street,  on 
Water  street,  there  was  a  tree  cut  down  that 
fell  across  the  creek,  and  on  tiiat  tree  persons 
crossed.  There  was  a  road  cut  through  the  tim- 
ber on  the  bottom,  and  the  creek  was  forded 
south  of  Market  street  and  west  of  Third  street. 
This  low  bottom  was  often  covered  with  back- 
water from  the  river,  and  I  have  seen  boats  used  to 
ferry  persons  over,  and  teams  had  to  go  around 
and  come  to  upper  town  by  way  of  Jefferson  street. 
After  awhile  a  bridge  was  built  over  the  creek 
where  the  tree  was,  and  a  road  made  to  reach  it 
through  the  bottom,  and  our  Town  Council,  or 
Trustees,  imdertook  to  l^uild  a  market  house  on  the 
north  side,  just  west  of  the  bridge,  and  got  the 
foundation  in  and  the  brick-work  part  way  up.  and 
then  abandoned  it.  Along  the  creek  below  Fourth 
street  were  willow  trees,  and  further  up  plum  and 
crab  apple,  and  other  small  trees.  About  where  the 
elevator  now  is  was  a  tovv-head  of  willow  and 
maple  trees.  It  soon,  however,  washed  away.  The 
first  house  built  in  the  bottom,  that  I  remember, 
was  a  small  one,  east  of  the  depot,  built  b}'  a  Mr. 
Allen,  for  a  foundry,  and  Mr.  Charles  Heudrie  pur- 
chased au  interest  with  Mr.  Allen,  and  it  was  used 
for  a  foundry  for  a  short  time,  and  Mr.  Allen  sold 
out  to  Mr.  Hendrie.  The  late  E.  T.  Gardner  made 
the   patterns,  and   perhaps   iiad   an    interest  in  the 


foundry.  Soon  after  Mr.  Hendrie  enlarged  the 
foundry  and  Mr.  Mark  .s.  Foote  purchased  an  inter- 
est, and  the  firm  was  Hendrie  &  Foote,  and  it  after- 
ward became  a  large  foundry  and  machine-shop. 
The  second  house  was  on  lot  No.  100,  on  the  corner 
north  of  the  depot,  built  by  John  Carnahan,  a  team- 
ster. Below  Angular  street,  on  the  first  rise,  were 
several  log  houses.  The  first  one  w.as  owned  and 
I  occupied  by  Purnell  Veach.  next,  south,  was  Judge 
Rorer's  residence;  this  was  on  his  purchase  and 
addition,  and  was  a  double  cabin  or  house,  that  is, 
a  space  between  the  two  cabins  and  covered.  The  first 
time  I  saw  Judge  Rorer  was  in  Ma}'  or  June,  183G, 
at  the  door  of  one  of  his  cabins  with  his  green  bag 
in  hand.  He  was  going  to  the  u[)per  town.  I 
supposed  to  attend  court.  Then  came  one  or  two 
houses;  I  cannot  remember  who  resided  in  them, 
but  old  Jacoby  lived  in  one  of  them  afterward  at 
the  foot  of  Cedar  street.  Enoch  Wade  had  a  ware- 
house on  the  river  bank.  Steamboats  could  land 
close  to  the  east  end,  and  in  that  warehouse  were 
stored  flour,  bacon,  cornmeal  and  other  produce. 
On  the  next  block  south  were  some  cabins,  and  I 
think  Enoch  Wade  lived  in  one.  This  was  on  his 
addition,  and  on  Main  street  above  and  below  Lo- 
cust, fronting  west,  there  were  several  cabins.  In 
one  Enoch  Wade  had  a  store,  and  Gus  Kirshbaum, 
a  brother  of  our  citizen,  Joel  Kirshbaum,  w.as  clerk 
and  salesman.  On  the  corner  of  Main  and  Locust, 
now  lot  No.  150,  a  Mr.  Stice  Speers,  or  Tice  .Speers, 
lived,  and  another  Mr.  Speers  lived  just  north, 
where  Mr.  Kaiser's  house  is  now.  One  on  the  east 
side  in  which  .Stephen  Chezum  lived,  and  in  some 
of  these  cabins  or  one  near  them,  is  where  the 
Hodges  lived,  who  were  hung  here  in  1845.  In 
1836  Thomas  Cooper  purchased  of  Enoch  Wade 
the  lots  where  the  Burlington  Lumber  Company's 
oflices  are,  and  commenced  to  build  a  large  house. 
I  remember  seeing  him  there  one  day  when  the 
car|)euters  were  at  work,  and  he  told  me  he  was 
going  to  build  a  residence  on  the  point  of  \'inegar 
Hill,  as  there  was  a  beautiful  view  from  there,  but  he 
never  finished  the  house,  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Redman, 
who  lived  over  at  Shoququon,  and  Redman  finished 
it.  A  short  distance  northwest  of  H.  K.  Hunt's 
residence  were  two  cabins;  Martin  Brown  lived  in 
one.  and  Mrs.  Cole  in  the  other;  she  had  two  sons. 
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D.  V.  and  John.  D.  V.  became  a  physician,  and 
the  last  I  knew  of  him  he  was  at  Des  Moines.  On 
Third  street,  north  of  Angular,  Capt.  John  Harris, 
tlie  father  of  Mrs.  L.  P.  Reed  and  Mrs.  William 
Endsley,  built  a  log  house;  it  is  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Guelich.  Capt.  Jack  Harris  was  the  first  dray- 
man in  Burlington,  and  one  of  the  very  first  set- 
tlers. AVilliam  Wade,  the  father  of  Enoch,  lived 
in  the  woods,  in  a  log  house,  near  where  Jake 
Bonn  now  lives,  and  the  first  suit  in  Des  Moines 
County  was  a  divorce  suit — William  Wade  vs. 
Abigail  Wade — decree  granted  April  14, 1835.  The 
Judges  who  granted  it  were  William  Morgan  and 
Young  L.  Hughes.  The  Court  met  for  the  first 
time  on  Monday,  April  13,  1835,  and  charged  the 
grand  jury,  and  did  some  other  business — one  was 
to  fix  prices  for  ferriage  over  the  river,  and  ad- 
journed 'until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock.' 
How  familiar  are  these  words.  But  previous  to  that 
the  Clerk,  Dr.  William  K.  Ross,  issued  a  marriage 
license,  to-wit:  'March  18,  1835,  Thomas  Donnell 
(should  be  Jonathan  Donnell)  to  Lydia  Wright.' 
The  next  was  Jeremiah  Cutbirth  to  Jainsey  Pritch- 
ell,  on  April  23, 1835;  and  then  on  May  23  Gideon 
B.  Alexander  to  Polly  McKee.  The  last  couple  re- 
sided up  the  bottom,  now  in  Huron  Township;  I 
knew  them  all,  and  Mrs.  McKee  has  a  brother  and 
sister  now  living  at  Kingston.  There  was  a  cabin 
near  where  ex-Mayor  Bell  now  resides,  a  little 
south  and  west,  and  one  of  the  Crenshaws  lived  in 
it,  and  one,  I  think,  lived  in  a  cabin  on  the  lot 
the  Sisters'  Hospital  is  now  on.  After  Dr.  Barret 
bought  their  claims,  Edward  Marlow  lived  in  that 
one  for  some  years.  Where  Summer 'street  now  is 
was  the  west  line  of  the  Crenshaw  claim,  and  west 
of  that,  where  Mr.  C.  E.  Perkins  now  resides,  Mr. 
Ben  Tucker  lived  in  a  log  house,  which,  I  believe, 
is  there  yet,  but  weather-boarded,  and  he  was  our 
first  County  Recorder,  and  second  school  teacher. 
The  school-house  was  in  Stonylonesome,  on  block 
No.  970,  built  by  5Iaj.  Jeremiah  Smith,  who  owned 
that  part  of  the  city.  Near  where  Capt.  Thomas 
French  resides,  just  north  of  his  house.  Dr.  A. 
Potts  lived.  His  claim  was  north  and  west  of 
Tucker's.  He  was  the  father-in-law  of  Maj.  Smith, 
and  gave  me  my  first  medicine  in  Iowa  for  the  ague. 
He  was  an  Englishman,  and   had  been  a  surgeon  in 


the  British  navy.  Also  west  of  Dr.  Potts'  claim 
was  Mr.  Samuel  Leebrick's,  now  Leebrick's  Ad- 
dition. I  think  his  log  house  must  be  near  where 
his  present  residence  is.  In  1836  was  built  the 
first  brick  house  in  Iowa;  it  was  built  by  Judge  D. 
Rtirer.  who  arrived  here  March  27,  1836,  on  corner 
of  Columbia  and  Fourth  streets,  where  Dr.  Nassau 
now  resides.  The  bricks  were  made  on  the  point, 
near  Fourth  to  Fifth  and  Maple  streets,  by  John 
Sampson,  and  he  laid  them  in  the  wall.  Judge 
Rorer  laid  the  first  brick  with  his  own  hands,  and 
my  wife,  his  daughter,  has  one  of  the  first  bricks 
laid  in  the  house.  Judge  Rorer  occupied  one-half, 
and  James  Cameron  the  other  half,  the  winter  of 
1836-37,  until  he  built  a  small  brick  house  on 
Main  street,  where  George  Kreichbaum's  stove  store 
is,  when  he  moved  into  it,  and  Jeremiah  Lamson 
moved  into  that  part  occupied  by  Judge  Rorer; 
and  Mr.  Cameron  moved  to  his  farm,  and  Dr.  Jere- 
miah Hall  moved  to  his  part.  That  same  year, 
1837,  Col.  Isaac  Lettter  built  a  brick  house,  where 
Mr.  Dunham,  the  architect,  now  lives;  it  was  on 
the  alley.  The  same  year  Dr.  Ross  commenced  to 
build  the  brick  house  on  Sixth  street,  north  of  Jef- 
ferson, where  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Starr  resides,  and  the 
next  year,  1838,  Old  Zion  was  built,  where  the 
Opera  House  is — (buildirfg  committee  was  John 
C.  Sleeth,  Levi  Hager  and  Robert  Cock;  Dr.  Ross 
donated  the  two  lots) — and  the  first  Iowa  Leisla- 
tnre  met  in  it.  Judge  Mason  held  court  in  it,  and 
the  county  offices  were  in  the  basement.  The  steps 
were  in  front,  on  the  outside,  and  .not  covered,  and 
to  go  to  offices  one  had  to  go  under  the  steps 
at  the  ends.  Court  was  held  there  for  several 
years,  and  in  it  the  Hodges  were  tried  and  sen- 
tenced by  Judge  Miison  one  Sunday  morning.  I 
was  there,  and  heard  the  sentence  pronounced.  Of 
the  members  of  that  first  Legislature  but  few  are 
now  living.  I  can  remember  but  two,  both  from 
Lee  County — Col.  William  Patterson,  of  Keokuk, 
and  Hawkins  Taylor,  now  of  Washington  City.  All 
from  this  count}'  are  dead.  In  Old  Zion  I  saw 
the  famous  war  dance.  A  band  of  Foxes  came 
from  the  Iowa  River  to  council,  treat  or  talk  witii 
Gov.  Lucas — it  was  either  Poweshiek  or  Hard- 
Fish's  band — and  some  danced  around  the  town, 
and  the  old  Governor  invited  them  to  dance  in  Old 
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Zion,  and  they  did  so.  They  bought  a  good  manj' 
things  of  J.  P.  Edrl}'.  who  had  a  store  here  then, 
and  I  think  that  was  what  induced  Mr.  Eddy  to 
move  his  store  to  the  Indian  country',  which  was 
where  Eddj'ville  now  is.  Tiie  fire  on  the  night  of 
Dec.  12,  1837,  was  a  very  disastrous  one  for  our 
small  town.  It  caught  in  the  new  State  House  and 
burned  it,  the  store  of  Maj.  Smith,  and  the  small 
cabin  in  which  the  post-oltice  had  been  kept,  on 
the  north.  Mr.  S.  S.  Ross'  house  was  saved.  On 
the  south  the  stores  of  George  W.  Kelley,  who 
had  moved  from  the  block  above,  and  I  think 
Chase  &  Kimball,  John  B.  Newhall,  and  Lamson 
(k  Girvin,  who  occupied  the  Gray  and  Stephens 
corner,  and  around  on  Columbia  street  to  the  alle}-, 
where  the  McCuteheon  House  now  stands.  I  can- 
not recall  who  were  in  those  houses,  but  think  Col. 
William  M.  Devoe  was  in  one.  Lamson  &  Garvin 
moved  into  Col.  Beeler's  yellow  house,  and  J.  B. 
Newhall  into  the  blue  one;  Chase  &  Kimball  built 
on  the  corner  of  Water  and  Washington  streets, 
and  George  W.  Kelley  went  into  a  house  on  Court, 
between  JNIain  and  Water.  Maj.  Smith  sold  out  and 
quit  business,  and  Jlr.  Kellej'  soon  after  sent  his 
stock  of  goods  over  to  Hopper's  Mills,  and  sold 
them  out.  In  1837  there  was  a  two-story  frame 
built  on  Court,  near  Main  street,  the  stairs  on 
the  west,  outside,  and  in  the  first  story  Ch.arles 
Neally  had  a  drj'-goods  store,  and  in  the  second 
story  was  a  school.  Mother  Sheldon's,  and  it  was 
used  for  religious  purposes.  Presbyterians.  I  think, 
first,  and  Christ  Church  Parish  was  organized  there, 
tlie  Rev.  John  Batchelder,  rector;  the  mother  parish 
in  Iowa.  The  wardens  were  Judge  Charles  Mason 
and  O.  H.  W.  Stull,  who  was  Secretarj-  of  Iowa 
Territory;  and  in  that  room  the  first  Masonic  lodge 
was  instituted  (now  Des  Moines  No.  1).  The  first 
members  that  I  remember  were  Col.  H.  C.  Bennett, 
Evan  Evans,  Col.  William  Thompson,  Oliver  Cock, 
John  H.  McKinney  and  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  the 
veteran  Grand  Secretary  of  that  order  in  Iowa. 
James  R.  Hartsack  was  the  first  person  made  a 
member. 

"In  1838  Hansen  E.  Dickinson  built  the  first  hotel, 
where  the  Harris  House  now  is,  and  called  the  Bur- 
lington House,  and  it  was  opened  by  a  Mr.  Lock- 
wood,    who  kept  several  hotels   in   town  afterward, 


one,  the  Western,  on  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Fourth 
streets,  where  the  Hedge  &  Gregg  block  now  is. 
Gov.  Henry  Dodge  and  Mr.  Conw.ay,  Secretary  of 
the  Territory,  and  members  of  the  Legislature, 
boarded  at  the  Burlington  House.  I  think  a  Mr. 
Slaughter  was  the  first  Secretary,  and  Conway  the 
second.  Mr.  Slaughter,  I  think,  resigned.  Also, 
in  1837  or  1838,  James  Cameron  built  a  house  on 
Jefferson  street,  south  side,  between  Main  street 
and  the  alley,  and  it  wasopenedby  John  C.  Fletcher, 
and  called  the  National  Hotel.  Afterward  Fletcher 
kept  the  house  Chalfants  owned  and  Mr.  Coleman 
kept  the  National,  and  later  Fletcher  opened  the 
Barret  House.  In  1838  Capt.  James  C.  McKell 
built  the  first  steam  sawmill  in  the  town.  It  was 
where  the  Burlington  Lumber  Com p3n3''s  mill  now 
is,  and  about  that  time  a  Mr.  Colcord  built  a  mill 
just  below  McKell's,  near  the  railroad  I)ridge,  and 
it  was  afterward  a  distillery,  and  below  that  D.  B. 
and  H.  C.  Anderson  built  a  stone  mill,  and  south  of 
the  mill  a  residence.  The  road  from  south  of  town 
came  down  the  point  west  of  what  is  now  Main 
street  bridge.  It  was  through  the  timber,  and  an- 
other road  came  through  the  woods,  along  where 
Madison  street  is  now,  and  across  south  of  the  late 
Gov.  Grimes'  residence,  and  down  a  ravine  west  of 
Mr.  Bernett's  store,  into  Main  street.  Afterward 
the  road  came  down  south  of  South  street,  and  ran 
around  the  point  and  down  into  Main  street,  about 
Walnut  street,  and  there  was  a  field  out  where  Bar- 
ret's addition  is,  and  that  row  of  cottonwoods 
there  grew  in  the  fence  corners.  South  of  that  was 
a  level  prairie,  and  a  road  where  horse  racing  "vas 
carried  on.  There  was  a  cabin  on  what  is  now 
Wade's  subdivision,  and  William  Bane  lived  there. 
He  soon  moved  to  Naddj-,  near  Franklin  Mills,  and 
resides  there  yet,  and  a  Mr.  Wright  lived  there  and 
died  there,  and  his  son,  I  believe,  is  the  Mr.  Wright 
at  Charles  City,  who  is  a  prominent  advocate  of 
temperance.  In  1838,  Judge  Rorer,  Amos  Ladd 
and  Jerry  Lamson  built  the  three  brick  houses  on 
Water  street,  south  of  Jefferson.  The  north  one 
was  occupied  by  Cook  <k  Creamer,  the  middle  one 
by  H.  W.  Moore  &  Co. :  the  south  one  bj'  Lamson. 
Bridgeman  &  Co.  Over  the  store  of  Cook  dt 
Creamer,  in  the  third  story  of  Judge  Rorer's  brick, 
was  the  first  theatre  ever  in  Burlington,  Jefferson  <fe 
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Green's.  A.  A.  Adams  was  the  star  actor,  and  Jeffer- 
son, Green,  Germon,  Liecester,  Burke  and  little  Joe 
Jefferson,  now  the  celebrated  actor,  were  actors; 
Mrs.  Green,  Mrs.  Jefferson,  Mrs.  Germon,  little 
IMiss  Jefferson  and  others,  were  the  actresses.  They 
plaj'ed  Shakespeare's  plaj's :  "The  Strangers,"  "Lady 
of  Lyons,"  etc.,  and  singing  and  dancing,  bj'  Joe 
and  his  sister,  with  a  farce  afterward,  and  I  doubt 
if  there  has  ever  been  a  better  company  in  the  town 
or  city.  And  in  the  house  of  Col.  Beeler's,  on  Co- 
lumbia street,  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Cincinnati,  had  a 
furniture  store;  our  late  fellow-citizen.  Isaac  De- 
wein,  resided  in  the  old  Beeler  house,  and  did  the 
repairing  and  varnishing  of  furniture.  After  Mitch- 
ell moved  out,  the  Gazette  office  moved  into  the 
second  story,  and  some  one  had  a  store  in  the  lower 
room.  AVilliam  and  Samuel  McCutcheon  had  a  store 
in  the  blue  house,  Bayless  &  Cooper  had  an  auction 
liouse  in  the  old  log  house  of  AVebber  tt  Reniey's, 
and  afterward  R.  W.  Patterson  used  it  for  a  meat 
shop.  Gov.  Giiraes  built  a  small  house  on  the  lot 
north  of  the  Palmer  House,  for  an  office,  and  slept 
in  the  back  room,  and  many  an  evening  I  have  seen 
liiin  reading  law  books  until  it  was  too  dark  to  see, 
while  I  was  playing  marbles  with  the  boys.  ])r. 
Campbell  came  here  in  1837,  and  had  a  drug-store 
(first  one  here)  on  Water  street,  above  Col.  David's, 
and,  as  he  practiced  medicine,  his  brother  John  C. 
was  druggist.  The  second  drug-store  was  Dr.  W. 
S.  Edgar's  in  the  I^cebrick  corner.  He  afterward 
built  a  two-story  brick  where  the  McCutcheon  House 
is,  and  moved  into  that,  afterward  sold  out  to  Has- 
brook  it  Whelan,  and  they  moved  into  a  frame 
house  on  the  corner  where  the  court-house  now  is. 
It  belonged  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Bradstreet,  and  my  recol- 
lection is,  that  through  some  misunderstanding  about 
the  removal  of  that  house  was  cau.sed  the  killing  of 
Mr.  Bradstreet,  by  AVilliam  G.  Ross.  The  Congrega- 
tionalists  used  the  Edgar  House  for  church  purposes 
until  they  built  the  church  on  Fourth  street.  The 
only  lot  in  the  city,  I  think,  that  has  never  changed 
owners,  is  lot  No.  78,  on  Main  street,  next  above 
John  Ohrt's  corner.  Capt.  Dickinson,  of  the  steam- 
boat, 'Banner,' bought  the  claim  to  it  in  1835  or 
18;5fi,  never  improved  it,  and  owns  it  to  this  day. 
Charles  J.  Starr  at  an  early  day,  183G,  built  a 
double  two-story  house  on  the  corner  of  Jefferson 


and  Water,  where  Barger's  trunk  store  is,  and  occu- 
pied the  corner  as  a  store  for  a  time,  and  H.  W. 
Starr  had  his  law  office  in  the  second  story ;  after- 
ward Ewing  tfe  Logan  kept  store  on  the  corner,  and 
the  late  Solomon  Sherfey  had  a  store  in  the  south 
room.  Charles  Madera  was  Clerk,  afterward  Pro- 
bate Judge,  County  Treasurer  and  Recorder,  and 
afterward  a  Mr.  Westbrook  had  a  drug-store  in  the 
corner,  and  J.  F.  Tallant  in  the  south  room.  Mr. 
Westbrook  married  Miss  Harriet  Ransom,  sister  of 
Dr.  S.  S.  Ransom,  and  moved  away,  and  Col.  Devoe 
kept  store  in  the  corner  room.  J.  Y.  Tallant  moved 
up  on  Jefferson  street;  Davidson  Murray  built  on 
the  alley  where  Col.  David  built  his  brick  where 
the  office  of  the  Po,s<  now  is,  and  had  a  stove  and 
tin  store,  but  moved  out  and  rented  it  for  the  land- 
office,  and  there  was  the  first  land  sale,  I  believe 
in  Iowa,  Nov.  12,  1838,  Gen.  A.  C.  Dodge.  Regis- 
ter, and  Gen.  V.  P.  Van  Antwerp,  Receiver.  That 
year,  Amos  Ladd,  I  think  it  was,  builtagood  frame 
house  where  the  Congregational  Church  is,  for  a 
residence  for  Gen.  Dodge.  The  General  moved 
into  the  north  side,  the  south  side  was  not  finished, 
and  in  a  few  days  it  took  tire  and  burnt  up,  and 
the  General  had  to  live  that  winter  in  a  rear  room 
back  of  the  office,  and  a  small  house  on  the  alley 
back  of  Disque's  saddle  and  harness  shop,  but  next 
spring  purchased  of  John  C.  Sleeth  the  house  on 
the  corner  of  Third  and  High  streets,  and  move<l 
into  it;  that  house  is  there  3'et.  Mr.  Griffe3'  and 
Solomon  Sherfey  built  two  storehouses  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Water  and  Valley  streets,  and  Mr.  Griffej' 
and  Charles  Madera,  his  son-in-law,  a  residence  on 
the  same  lot  on  the  alley,  and  Kendall  Ilosea  built 
a  house  across  the  alley  west,  and  Barker  &  Wait 
li.ad  a  furniture  shop  there.  Hosea  sold  the  lot  to 
Gov.  Grimes,  and  it  is  the  Grimes'  or  LTnion  Hall 
property.  On  the  north  lot  of  the  Grimes'  block 
Cai)t.  Thomas  S.  East(jn  had  a  blacksmith-shop,  and 
resided  in  James  AV.  Nealle3''s  3'ellovv  house,  where 
Wyraan  ik  Rand's  store  is  on  Fourth  street,  and 
brought  to  town  old  Aunt  Rachel,  a  colored  woman 
who  was  a  slave  down  South,  and  he  undertook  t<j 
take  her  South,  but  a  habeas  corpus  was  obtained, 
and  Judge  Mason  decided  she  was  a  free  woman, 
and  she  lived  for  3'ears  with  A.  W.  Cari)enter;  that 
trial  was  in  Old  Zion,  and   a  fight  grew  out  of  it. 
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'Squire  Griffey  built  a  long  frame  house  in  the  rear 
of  Delahaye  &  Purdy's;  the  lower  room  was  for  a 
store,  and  the  Messrs.  Cochrane  had  a  very  large 
and  fine  stock  of  queensware  and  glassware  in  it; 
upstairs  was  used  for  a  hall,  and  in  it  Adams,  the 
Mormon,  had  a  theatre,  and  various  performances 
exhibited  there;  Alexander,  the  great  magician, 
performed  there  several  nights. 

'•I  saw  them  cutting  down  trees  and  hewing  out 
the  sills  for  a  house  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Market,  where  Fred  Thul's  house  is;  Mr.  Thomas 
Ballard  built  and  occupied  a  house  there  and  kept 
boarders — had  a  large  number,  and  among  them 
the  Hon.  Sheppard  LefHer.  North  of  Ballard's 
William  C.  Morrison  built  a  fr.ame  residence,  and 
next  north  Col.  John  S.  David  had  a  residence,  and 
next  Barton  T.  David,  and  then  north,  Evan  Evans, 
where  the  Dalhoff,  Schramm  &  Schmieg,  Guest  and 
Osborn  stores  are.  David  and  Daniel  Rice  built  a 
residence  where  Mr.  Drake's  hardware  store  is,  and 
Mitchell  in  the  rear  of  the  express  office,  and  sold 
it  to  Harvey  Hay,  and  on  the  alley  west  Oliver 
Cook  built  a  residence.  On  the  corner  where  Con- 
ner is  Levi  Hager  built  a  small  house  for  a  resi- 
dence. It  was  used  for  the  post-office  afterward. 
Judge  Rorer  built  four  small  frame  houses  on  Main 
street,  south  of  his  residence :  one  was  his  office,  the 
south  one  was  the  post-office  and  Maj.  Temple's 
tailor  shop  for  some  time.  Dr.  E.  Lowe  built  op- 
posite where  Miller's  furniture  store  now  is,  and  in 
the  rear  of  the  German-American  Bank.  R.  S. 
Adams,  the  father  of  the  Mayor,  built  a  two-story 
brick,  resided  upstairs,  and  had  a  boot  and  shoe 
store  in  the  first  story,  and  on  the  corner  M.  B.  Cox 
built  two  storerooms.  He  occu]iied  the  corner  and 
S.  LefHer  &  Co.  the  other.  Joe  Boyles  and  Jacob 
Wilhelm  had  a  liver}-  stable  on  the  lot  where  Ca|)t. 
Kinnear  is.  There  was  a  small  house  where  Stern's 
block  is,  Fifth  and  Jefferson.  E.  S.  Hill  lived  in  it, 
and  after  he  removed  to  Ml.  Pleasant  the  grandfather 
of  W.  F.  Hayden  lived  in  it. 

"I  could  go  on  and  describe  as  to  other  houses,  but 
think  this  sullicient,  and  the  readers  of  your  paper, 
I  am  afraid,  will  also  think  so.  The  first  circus 
ever  in  the  town  was  Stone's,  and  old  Sam  Lathrop 
was  the  clown ;  the  tent  was  on  a  vacant  lot  on 
Water  street,  belonging  t(j  Mr.  Samuel   Smith,   the 


father  of  Mrs.  Henry  Wyman,  and  where  Bouquet's 
cooper-shop  now  is.  It  was  in  the  summer  of  1 83a. 
The  first  church  bell  in  the  town  I  received  at  the 
wharf;  it  was  for  the  Catholic  Church  on  Columbia 
street,  and  Father  Muzzuchella  was  the  priest:  it 
came  on  the  steamboat  'Iowa' — Capt.  Legrand 
Moorehouse.  The  first  sawmill  run  by  steam  in 
Iowa  was  built  just  below  the  Cascade  mill,  at  the 
big  spring,  in  1836,  owned  b}'  Bridges  &  Anderson  ; 
afterward  the}'  built  a  flouring-mill  alongside  and  a 
distiller}',  and  sawed  a  large  amount  of  hardwood 
lumber,  and  made  a  good  deal  of  whiskj'.  The 
first  billiard  tables  brought  to  the  town,  and  I  think 
in  Iowa,  were  brought  by  Adam  Lamon,  in  1838. 
and  set  up  in  the  log  house  that  George  W.  Cook 
kept  store  in  on  Water  street,  vacant  lot  south  of 
the  mill,  and  in  the  house  next  north  was  a  saloon 
and  ten-pin  alley,  and  I  think  the  first  one  in  Iowa. 
The  first  rope  walk  I  think  in  Iowa  was  upon  the 
Irish  Ridge,  above  Flint.  Thomas  M.  Williams, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Judge  Powers,  Mrs.  Waite  and 
Rev.  A.  C.  Williams,  made  bedcords  and  plow- 
lines  there,  I  think  as  earl}'-  as  1837 — at  least  in 
1838 — and  we  at  W.  &  R's.  sold  them  for  him; 
afterward  Richard  Mandsley  had  a  rope  walk  up 
along  Agency  avenue,  and  I  think  sold  out  to  Mr. 
Williams — I  know  Mr.  Williams  moved  to  town, 
and  used  that  rope  walk  for  some  years.  The  first 
cemetery  or  graveyard  was  on  a  beautiful  ridge 
covered  with  trees,  undergrowth  and  wild  flowers, 
donated  for  the  purpose  by  Maj.  Jeremiah  Smith, 
on  his  claim  where  the  college  is  now,  and  down 
east,  and  took  in  where  the  High  School  property 
is.  In  surveying  out  the  town  in  1836,  Boundary 
street  ran  through  it;  that  on  the  west  the  City  Coun- 
cil gave  the  College  Trustees  for  an  equal  quantit}' 
of  ground,  three  and  one-half  acres  in  Aspen  Grove 
Cemeter\^  and  where  the  High  School  is.  Congress 
passed  a  law  giving  it  to  the  city  for  school  pur- 
poses; the  dead  buried  tiiere  were  removed  to  tlie 
grounds  in  Aspen  Grove  Cemetery,  and  when  I 
visit  the  cemeter}'  and  read  the  names  upon  the 
tombstones  and  monuments,  I  find  a  large  numlier 
of  the  old  friends  and  acquaintances  of  my  boy- 
hood and  early  manhood  are  at  rest  there." 

I'OST-OFFICE. 

The  post-office  at  ISurllngton  was  established   in 
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1833,  under  the  name  of  "  Flint  Hills."  the  name  of 
the  oHlce  being  changed  to  Burlington  soon  after 
the  name  of  the  city  was  agreed  upon.  Dr.  William 
R.  Ross  was  the  first  Postmaster.  He  was  succeeded 
in  tuin  by  the  following  named:  Dr.  Enos  Lowe, 
Maj.  George  Temple,  Levi  llagar,  Oliver  Cooli, 
James  Tizzard,  J.  Fox  Abrams.  Thomas  French, 
Clark  Dunham,  A.  G.  Adams  (acting  P.  M.),  N.  P. 
Sunderliind,  Frank  Hatton,  H.  L.  Graesser  (acting 
P.  M.),  J.  L.  Waite  and  A.  C.  Hutchinson. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

In  no  one  thing  does  Burlington  stand  more  pre- 
eminent th.an  in  its  public  schools. 

The  Burlington  High  School  is  conveniently  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  Boundary  and  Valley  streets. 
The  foundation  was  laid  Oct.  24,  18ti8,  and  the 
edifice  was  completed  in  1873.  Former  principals 
were:  Profs.  J.  Allison  Smith,  R.  (i.  Saunderson, 
George  J.  Gordon  and  C.  A.  Lisle.  The  present 
attendance  numbers  181.  Prof.  E.  Poppe  is  Prin- 
cipal of  the  school,  and  the  following  are  the  assist- 
ants: Lydia  Klein,  H.  P.  Best,  H.  W,  Craven, 
Helen  Schaefer,  F.  M.  Folcz  and  K.  D.  Harger.  The 
first  directors  were  Charles  Mason,  James  W. 
Grimes,  G.  Partridge,  elected  in  the  year  1847  and 
re-elected  in  1848.  The  first  record  of  the  school 
was  i)ublished  April  9,  18.5").  The  first  grailing  of 
schools  was  in  IHoS,  with  the  assistance  of  Rev. 
William  Salter,  after  which  boys  and  girls  were 
taught  in  the  same  classes. 

The  North  Hill  School  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
Sixth  and  High  streets.  It  was  organized  in  the  year 
1850.  Profs.  R.  J.  Graff.  C.  P.  Dellass  and  G.  A. 
Miller  were  former  Principals  of  the  school.  R.  S. 
Davis  is  the  present  Principal,  with  Miss  S.adie 
Young,  first  assistant,  and  Miss  Nellie  Sansom, 
primary  teacher.  The  other  assistants  are  the 
Misses  Bertha  Meyer,  Mabel  Young,  Rebecca  Simp- 
son, Jennie  Gustasen,  Maiy  K.  Rand,  Maggie 
Burt.  The  original  building  contained  four  rooms, 
but  about  1875  an  addition  of  two  rooms  w.is 
added  to  the  south,  and  in  1880  another  addition 
of  four  rooms  was  built  on  the  extreme  south.  The 
building  has  now  ten  rooms,  including  the  recitation 
room,  although   at  present  only   nine  are   in   use.    I 


The  new  part  is  seated  with  single  desks,  and  has 
the  modern  improvements,  except  steam-heating. 

The  .South  Hill  School  is  located  at  No.  409  South 
Seventh  street,  and  w.as  organized  about  1850.  The 
present  attendance  is  445.  Among  the  former 
teachers  in  this  school  were  as  Principals:  Profs. 
Lemon,  Gray,  Graff,  J.  E.  Dow,  J.  K.  McCuUougli, 
A.  M.  Antrobus,  A.  E.  Millspaugh,  Chas.  R.  Morey, 
Jas.  R.  Fairbrother,  Wm.  M.  Forbes.  Assistants: 
Amelia  C.  Merritt,  Sarah  A.  Marlow,  Miss  Cutter, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Alison,  Libbie  Cunningham,  Ada  Som- 
erville,  Fannie  Sales,  Janette  Wright,  Ella  Hickok, 
Kate  Somerville,  Helen  White,  M.  J.  Moore,  Miss 
Collins,  T.  A.  Williams,  Mrs.  Lyons,  Lou  Prince, 
Cora  O.  Shelby,  Emma  D.  Littlefield,  Lillian  Little- 
field,  Martha  Cox.  Mary  C.  Moouey.  Mary  1). 
Mason,  M.  J.  Crawford,  Jessie  L.  Hayden,  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Bascom,  Emma  L.  Troxell,  Anzelena  Root,  Mary 
L.  A.  Vance,  Ella  Cadwallader,  .Sadie  E.  Young, 
Loie  A.  Davis,  Sarah  E.  Vance,  Ida  M.  Hannuiu, 
Nona  A.  Burtch,  Selena  Gladden,  Carrie  E.  Wesner, 
Ida  Van  Arnum,  Clara  B.  Mason,  Jennie  Ander- 
son, Ida  Bershee,  Lillie  Smith,  Emily  Hermann. 
The  present  teachers  are:  Wm.  .J.  Samson,  Princi- 
pal; assistants.  Miss  Minnie  S.  Todd,  Miss  Emma 
Kaiser,  Miss  Mae  M.  Wooding,  Miss  S.  Lillian 
Russell,  Miss  Kate  Eaderle,  Miss  Linn  Kuechen, 
Miss  Nellie  Bom.aster,  Miss  Cora  L.  Sennett.  Miss 
Rache!  B.  Brown.  The  school  has  an  excellent 
library,  solar  camera  and  views,  and  a  good  supply 
of  apparatus.  The  building  is  a  two-story  brick, 
containing  ten  rooms. 

The  West  Hill  School  is  located  at  the  corner  of 
Leebrick  and  Amelia  streets.  It  was  organized  in 
the  fall  of  18(!5.  Miss  Pollock  was  first  Princii)al, 
.assisted  1)3'  Mrs.  Swain,  /tee  Miss  Sadie  Stewart. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Wilson  was  first  assistant  in  1872,  and  later 
Miss  Sharp,  Miss  Best,  Mrs.  Saum,  Miss  Birdsall, 
Miss  Rosseau  and  Mr.  Barnes.  During  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  school  year  551  pupils  were 
enrolled,  and  the  attendance  has  been  97  per  cent 
of  the  enrollment. 

The  present  teachers  are:  Prof.  .S.O.Thomas, 
Principal ;  assistants.  Miss  M.  C.  Mooney,  Miss  Anna 
Robbins,  Miss  Tillie  Gustison,  Miss  Rose  Wilner, 
Miss  Binnie  McKittcrick,  Miss  Clara  ?]ai]erle.  Miss 
Jennie  Sowden,   Miss   Nellie    Uobbins;  Miss    M.ay 
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Hillhouse,  primary  teacher.  The  house  has  been 
enlarged  three  times.  The  first  year's  enrollment 
was  sixty,  while  the  present  enrollment  is  551.  The 
school  is  trained  in  marching  to  martial  music  in 
order  to  enable  the  pupils  quickly  and  safely  to 
vacate  the  building  in  case  of  fire,  of  which  they 
have  had  a  practical  test. 

The  Prospect  Hill  School  was  organized  in  1879. 
The  house  is  a  comfortable  five-room  building, 
placed  on  a  site  of  about  one  acre  on  the  edge  of  a 
fine  grove  of  forest  trees.  Tiie  school  yard  is 
adorned  with  evergreen  trees,  surrounded  by  elms, 
hard  maples,  box  alders,  etc.  On  the  front  and  on 
either  side  of  the  house  is  a  lawn  of  blue  grass,  kept 
cut  by  a  lawn  mower.  On  this  lawn  are  all  kinds 
of  flowering  shrubs,  such  as  hydrangea,  lilac,  mock 
orange,  siiow-ball  and  althea.  In  the  yard  are 
geraniums,  petunias,  lilies-of-the-valley,  chrysan- 
themums, etc.  The  entire  house  is  papered  and 
decorated  in  the  modern  style.  Tlie  policy  of  this 
school  has  been  to  make  this  a  beautiful  school 
home  for  the  children,  a  place  where  it  will  be  a 
pleasure  for  them  to  attend  school,  and  from  which 
they  may  carry  away  something  for  a  future  home 
for  themselves.  The  present  Principal,  Prof.  J.  K. 
McCuUougii,  has  had  charge  of  the  school  since  its 
organization.  Misses  Clara  Gerlinger,  Cora  Shelby, 
Fannie  Augutta,  Emily  Herman,  Kate  and  Clara 
Enderle,  Emma  King,  Carrie  Wesner,  and  Hattie 
and  Ida  Van  Arnum  have  been  assistants.  The 
present  enrollment  is  265. 

The  South  Boundary  School  is  located  at  the 
corner  of  South  and  Ninth  streets,  and  was  organ- 
ized in  18G4.  Of  the  former  teachers  the  names  of 
Mrs.  Lydia  Littlefield,  John  Paisley  and  T.  J.  Tru- 
lock  are  called  to  mind. 

The  present  attendance  is  309.  The  present 
teachers  arc  Prof.  Ilummell.  Principal,  who  has  had 
charge  of  the  .school  since  1869,  and  the  following- 
named  assistants:  First,  Miss  Maggie  Bartlett; 
second,  Miss  Marion  I/mds.ay;  third.  Miss  Nora 
Burtch;  fourth,  Miss  Extella  Robbins;  fifth.  Miss 
Cora  Widick;  sixth.  Miss  Fannie  Augutta;  seventh. 
Miss  Nettie  Burtch.  For  years  no  school  in  the 
city  has  had  a  larger  numl)er  enrolled,  compared 
withe  the  numljer  of  chilihca  of  school  age  in  the 


district,    or   a   larger    daily    attendance    compared 
with  the  number  enrolled. 

The   "West   Madison  School  is  located  at  the  cor- 
ner of  South  and  Summer  streets,  and   was    organ- 
ized in  1870.     The  present  attendance  is  309.     We 
have  the  following  names  of  former  teachers:  Pro- 
fessors ]\Iontgomery,  E.  L.  Steece,  George  A.  Mil- 
ler,  Principals;    assistants,   Mrs.    Springer,    Misses 
Emma   Littlefield,   Helen  E.  White,   Etta  Lamon, 
Ella  K.  Ingersoll,  Cecelia  A.  Sellon,   Mary   Reilly, 
Jennie   Paper,  Florence  Frazee,  Ida  Hammon,  La- 
vara  Catlin,  Loie  A.  Davis.  Juliet  Hillhouse,  Belle 
J.   Reilly,  Mrs.   L.    Coulter,   Mrs.   E.  W.  Bascom, 
Misses  Lillie   Eggleston,  Minnie  S.  Todd,  Lillie  B. 
Todd.   Anne   L.  Zilisch,  Lillian  A.  Littlefield,  Ollie 
J.  Buttles,  Lizzie  Wolverton,  Bertha  Meyers,  Cora 
Sennett,   Jennie    P.    Coad.     The    present  teachers 
are :  Prof.  Miller,  Principal,  who  took  charge  of  this 
school  in  September,  1872.    The  enrollment  was  then 
156.   There  has  been  a  constant  and  quite  regular  in- 
crease  ever  since,  and   now  the  enrollment  is  325. 
The  assistant  teachers  are  John  N.  Swan,  Miss  Alice 
H.  Warren.  Hildegard  Poppe,  Nella  Brydolph.  Min- 
nie B.  Hunter,  Minnie  Bucklew,  Anna  A.  Forden. 
The  Sunnyside   School  is   located   on  Sunnyside 
avenue.  Organized  about  1840,  it  was  graded  in  Sep- 
tember, 1871.    Of  the  former  teachers  the  Principals 
have  been  Messrs.  Fagan,  Flischer,  Ahpaugh,  Smith 
and    De    Hass.     The    assistants  were   Miss    Jennie 
Jones,  Mrs.  James  Latta,   Miss  Gertrude  Coulters, 
and  Mrs.  Springer.     The  enrollment  is  105.     Pres- 
ent  teachers:    J.    Albert    Barnes,  Principal;    j\Irs. 
Marie  Springer  and   Miss  Anna  Bosler,  assistants. 
The  school  was  first  located  in  a  little  log  build- 
ing which  stood  to   the  west  of   Mr.  L.  Baunibar- 
ger's    present  residence.     In    1844    a   small    brick 
building  was  erected  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
present   lot,  in    which  John  Moore  taught  several 
years.     The -little  brick"  was  torn  down  in   1871, 
and  by  the  arduous  efforts  of  Mr.  Baumbargcr  and 
others  the  present  structure  took  its  place.     Eleven 
years  ago  the  city  limits  were  extended  over  a  large 
part  of  the  Sunnyside  district.     An  attempt  to  in- 
clude this  in  the  Burlington  School  District  by  such 
annexation    failed    on   an   appeal   to  the    Supreme 
Court,   and    it  was   not   until   Sept.    16,  1882.   that 
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the  Sunnj'sicle  School  District  became  a  part  of  the 
city  school  system. 

The  Hibernia  School  is  on  Ciirran  street,  and  was 
organized  in  1875.  Early  teachers  were  F.  Em- 
bick,  Miss  Ida  Bersbee,  Miss  Josie  Battaw,  Mrs. 
Derby  nee  Jennie  Young,  Miss  ¥.  Anderson,  Mrs. 
Phillips,  nee  Lizzie  Wolverton.  The  present  en- 
rollment is  135,  and  the  present  teachers,  F.  Embick. 
Principal:  assistants,  J.  G.  Rankin.  N.  P.  Cogs- 
well. 

The  North  Oak  School  is  located  at  the  corner 
of  North  Oak  and  Ninth  streets,  and  was  organ- 
ized in  1868.  A.  Montgomery  and  W.  D.  Inghrara 
were  former  Princi[)als  of  the  school.  The  attend- 
ance is  496.  L.  Steece  is  the  present  Principal,  with 
the  following  assistant  teachers  :  P\anny  Jordan,  Ida 
Setterberg,  Rachel  ]Murphj%  Clara  E.  Russell,  Min- 
nie AViiliams,  Katie  E.  SchuEf  and  Josephine  B. 
Burt. 

The  Fairview  School  is  located  at  West  Burling- 
ton, and  was  organized  in  1884.  The  attendance 
is  145.  Among  the  old  teachers  were  Prof.  E.  C. 
Littler,  Principal;  Miss  Ida  Setterberg  and  Miss 
Wooding,  assistants.  The  present  teachers  are  Prof. 
N.  Davis,  Principal:  Miss  Ruth  Schoolie  and  Miss 
Jennie  Montgomerj-,  assistants.  The  lot  upon  which 
the  old  school  building  was  erected  was  a  gift  in 
1845,  and  the  house  was  built  in  1846,  which  has 
been  replaced  by  a  new  one. 

BURLIXGTON    INSTITUTE. 

This  institution  had  its  origin  in  an  Educational 
Convention  called  by  a  committee  of  the  Iowa 
Baptist  State  Convention,  and  held  at  Iowa  City, 
then  capital  of  tiie  State  of  Iowa,  April  13  and  14. 
1852.  Propositions  bidding  for  the  location  were 
presented  and  considered  at  that  meeting,  from 
fourteen  different  points  in  the  State,  but  after  much 
discussion  and  inanj'  ballotings.  the  preference  was 
finally  given  to  Burlington,  and  then  the  location 
unanimously  made  there.  Articles  of  incorporation, 
under  the  name  of  Burlington  University,  were 
next  adopted  by  the  Convention,  the  object  of 
which  was  declared  to  be  the  establishing  and  con- 
ducting of  an  institution  of  advanced  learning  in 
Burlington,  Iowa,  that  should  offer  equal  advan- 
tages to  all  pupils,  irrespective  of  sex  or  ccndition. 
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and  should  consist  of  such  departments,  academic, 
collegiate,  theological  and  others,  as  the  Board  of 
Trustees  might  from  time  to  time  see  fit  to  organize 
and  be  able  to  sustain.  A  Board  of  Trustees  to 
represent  the  corporation,  consisting  of  twentj'-four 
members,  was  also  elected. 

Two  (lays  after  tlie  adjournment  of  the  Conven- 
tion at  Iowa  City,  a  first  meeting  of  tiie  Board  of 
Trustees  was  held  in  Burlington,  at  which  the  incor- 
poration  was  effected  by  the  necessary  legal  steps. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1853,  the  corner  stone  of  the 
present  main  building  was  laid  with  appropriate 
public  ceremonies,  and  July  4,  1854,  the  completion 
of  the  building  was  celebrated.  A  preparatory 
school  was  opened  in  the  basements  of  the  Baptist 
and  Congregational  Churches,  while  the  work  upon 
the  building  was  yet  in  progress,  Jan.  4,  1854,  Rev. 
G.  W.  Gunnison,  A.  M.,  being  Principal. 

RELIGIOUS. 

In  the  matter  of  religious  instruction  Burlington 
is  well  favored,  being  represented  by  nearly  every 
variety  of  religious  thought,  and  having  a  number 
of  neat  as  well  as  costl^'  houses  of  worship. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  body,  of  Burlington, 
dates  its  origin  from  the  years  of  the  first  settle- 
ment of  Burlington,  Rev.  L.  B.  Stateler  being  sent 
here  as  the  pioneer  preacher.  An  organization  was 
effected  in  the  summer  of  1834,  since  which  time 
Methodism  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  re- 
ligious growth  of  the  city. 

The  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  a  recent 
organization  effected  bj'  the  consolidation  of  the 
two  charges  formerly  known  as  "Old  Zion"  and 
"Division  street."  The  new  society  perfected  its 
organization  in  June,  1879.  The  following  con- 
stituted the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  new  society : 
J.  C.  Power,  N.  P.  Sunderland,  J.  C.  McKell, 
George  Sweny,  S.  T.  Acres,  J.  L.  Waite,  N.  C. 
Buffington,  M.  Simpson  and  J.  Bennett.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  S.  McChesney.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  George  C.  Haddock,  Rev  F.  H.  Beck,  Rev. 
J.  W.  Alderman  and  Rev.  C.  H.  Stocking,  the  pres- 
ent pastor.  The  membersliip  is  now  510,  of  whom 
twenty  are  probationers.  The  present  pastor  of  the 
church  is  Rev.  C.  H.  Stocking,  B.  D.  The  church  is 
in  a  most  prosperous  condition,  spiritually  and  otli- 
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erwise,  and  the  congregation  is  now  engaged  in  the 
erection  of  a  large  and  fine  house  of  worship  on  the 
corner  of  Fifth  and  Washington  streets.  The 
Sunday-school,  under  charge  of  Prof.  William  J. 
Samson,  h.is  an  enrollment  of  653  officers,  teachers 
and  scholars. 

The  South  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
organized  in  1871,  and  now  has  a  membership  of 
177.  Since  its  organization  the  following-named 
ministers  have  served  pastorships  for  the  congrega- 
tion: The  Revs.  W.  G.  Wilson,  John  H.  Power,  D. 
D.,  P.  J.  Leonard,  J.  G.  Barton,  C.  L.  Stafford,  N. 
Wells,  G.  AV.  Byrkit,  U.  B.  Smith,  T.  J.  Myers,  A. 
V.  Kendrick,  and  W.  N.  Hall,  the  present  pastor. 
The  first  ()lace  of  meeting  was  the  West  M.adison 
school-house. 

The  church  edifice,  sufficient  for  all  purposes  when 
built  in  1871.  is  now  entirely  too  small  for  either 
the  congregation  or  the  Sunday-school,  and  steps  are 
being  taken  to  erect  a  new  building. 

The  First  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
located  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Washington  and 
Seventh  streets,  and  was  organized  in  1845.  The 
first  place  of  meeting  was  a  little  frame  house  on  Main 
street,  but  soon  after  they  met  at  "Old  Zion"  Church. 
Rev.  Charles  Holtcamp  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  .Second  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
is  located  at  the  corner  of  Boundary  and  Locust 
streets.  Was  organized  in  the  first  part  of  Septem- 
ber, 1871.  Their  first  meeting  was  held  in  the 
school-house  at  corner  of  South  and  Summer  streets. 
The  present  membership  is  102,  and  the  church  and 
Sunday-school  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
pastor  is  H.  Zimmerman. 

The  First  Congregational  Church,  of  Burlington, 
was  formed  with  twelve  members,  Nov.  25, 1838,  by 
Rev.  James  A.  Clark,  a  missionary  of  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society,  then  stationed  at  Ft. 
Madison.  For  some  time  the  church  had  occasional 
preaching  by  missionaries  of  that  society,  and  re- 
ceived its  aid  for  ten  jears,  the  society  expending 
in  that  period  $1,492  for  the  support  of  the  Gos- 
pel upon  this  field.  In  1842  Rev.  John  M.  Boal 
labored  with  the  church  several  months.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1843,  the  church  invited  Rev.  Horace  Hutchin- 
son to  become  their  minister.  He  continued  in  his 
labors  until  removed  l)y  death,  March  7, 184G.    The 
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present  minister,  Rev.  William  Salter,  preached  for 
the  first  time  in  Burlington  March  1,  184(5,  was  in- 
vited to  the  pastoral  office  by  vote  of  the  churcii 
and  society  March  15,  and  was  installed  bj'  an 
Ecclesiastical  Council,  Dec.  30,  184(5.  The  church 
and  society  were  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the 
Sixth  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  approved  Feb.  12,  1844. 

The  first  house  of  worship,  commenced  in  June, 
1843,  40x00  feet  in  size,  was  built  of  brick  at 
a  cost  of  ^G,000.  It  was  completed  and  dedi- 
cated to  divine  service,  Dec.  29,  184(5;  enlarged 
by  an  addition  of  twenty  feet  to  the  west  end  in 
1854;  it  was  taken  down  in  18GG.  The  corner  stone 
of  the  present  edifice  was  laid  July  4,  1867,  and  the 
house  completed  at  a  cost  of  f80,000,  including 
the  organ  and  furniture,  and  dedicated  Dec.  25. 
1870. 

The  present  membership  of  tlie  church  is  about 
300,  comprising  many  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
city.  Rev.  William  .Salter  still  ministers  to  the 
congregation  in  a  most  acceptable  manner,  and  for 
religious  activity  no  church  in  the  city  surpasses  it. 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal)  was  organized  in  1840. 
The  first  place  of  meeting  was  on  the  south  side  of 
Court  street,  east  of  Main.  The  first  church  was 
built  of  brick  on  the  corner  of  High  and  Fifth 
streets  in  1848,  and  torn  down  in  1883,  when  the 
new  stone  edifice  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old 
church,  being  completed  in  1884.  The  corner  stone 
of  the  new  church  was  laid  by  Bishop  Perry,  Jul}' 
15,  1884.  On  November  9  of  the  same  year  the 
first  service  was  held  in  the  new  and  lieauliful  edi- 
fice, which  was  consecrated  by  the  Bishop  of  Iowa, 
May  16,  1M8G.  Christ  Church,  with  its  picturesque 
w.alls,  round  tower  and  bell,  fronting  one  of  the 
handsomest  parks  in  Burlington,  is  a  unique  orna- 
ment to  the  citj'. 

It  W.1S  built  after  plans  furnished  by  C.  A.  Dunham 
and  is  constructed  of  native  stone  in  tandom  courses 
of  ruble  masonry,  and  is  of  the  early  English  type 
of  architecture.  A  round  tower  terminating  in  a 
square  belfry,  covered  with  a  high  pitched  gallery'. 
is  a  uni(|ne  and  picturesque  feature  of  the  building. 
The  church  is  built  according  to  the  rule  of  Orien- 
tation with  the  sanctuary  in  the  east.  The  seating 
capacity  is  400,  with  seats  in  the  chancel  furnishing 


-I 


DES  MOINES  COUNTS. 


-•► 


41 


t 


room  for  the  choir  of  vested  choristers.  At  the 
right  of  the  chancel  stands  the  pipe  organ,  a  won- 
derfnil}'  sweet-toned  instrument,  which  was  placed 
in  the  organ  room  in  188C.  The  walls  are  decor- 
ated in  polychrome,  by  a  Burlington  artist,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  and  the  work  is  said  to  lie  a  fine  sjiecimen 
of  ecclesiological  ornamentation.  The  stained  glass 
windows,  the  altar,  altar  cross,  the  marble  baptismal 
font,  the  brass  eagle  lectern,  and  the  carved  marble 
and  brass  pulpit  are  all  memorials,  and  are  as  elegant 
and  beautiful  as  any  in  the  land.  Christ  Church, 
standing  fronting  tjie  finest  park  in  Burlington,  is  a 
gem  of  picturesque  lieauty. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Burlington  dates  its 
organization  some  forty  years  ago.  On  the  evening 
of  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  1848,  Rev. 
G.  J.  Johnson,  now  Dr.  Johnson,  the  present  pastor 
of  the  P^irst  Baptist  Church,  made  his  first  en- 
trance into  Burlington.  On  the  first  Lord's  Day  in 
April,  1849,  the  First  Baptist  Church  was  organized, 
with  twelve  members.  On  the  same  day  six  others 
were  immersed  in  the  Mississippi  River,  and  thus 
added  to  the  organization.  A  lot  on  Fourth  street, 
now  the  site  of  the  People's  Opera  House,  was  pur- 
chased, for  which  $1,0.50  was  paid.  On  that  site, 
in  June,  1851,  the  house  of  worship  was  enclosed, 
and  entered  for  divine  service.  The  growth  of  the 
young  church  for  a  number  of  years  was  almost 
phenomenal.  During  Dr.  Johnson's  fii'st  pastorates 
of  about  ten  years,  there  were  537  persons  added 
to  the  church,  of  whom  344  were  by  baptism. 

In  all  there  have  been  connected  with  the  church 
in  its  history  not  far  from  1,200  members,  of  whom 
probably  about  700  have  been  immersed  into  its 
fellowship.  About  twenty  of  the  members  of  this 
church  have  gone  forth  into  the  Gospel  ministry, 
among  them  the  Rev.  John  E.  Clough,  D.  I).,  prob- 
ably the  most  renowned  and  successful  missionary 
in  modern  times,  whose  field  of  labor  is  among  the 
Telugus  in  the  Madras  Presidency  in  India.  Three 
hundred  and  twenty  members  are  still  connected 
with  the  church,  and  out  of  it  has  grown  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Church,  on  .South  Hill,  besides  three 
other  churches  of  different  nationalities.  Manj' 
have  no  doubt  gone  forth  from  this  church  to  ex- 
pend energies,  quickened  here,  for  the  blessing  of 
other  places. 


The  present  church  ofiSeials  are:  Rev.  G.  J. 
Johnson,  D.  D.,  Pastor ;  George  Merritt,  F.  E.  Bur- 
dette.  Deacons;  T.  W.  Newman,  W.  K.  Moorehouse, 
Robert  B.  Junk,  Trustees ;  F.  T.  Parsons.  Treas- 
urer; John  W.  Smither,  Clerk;  John  A.  Uhler.  Sun- 
d.ay-sehool  Superintendent;  John  M.  Mercer, Super- 
intendent of  the  North  Oak  mission  school  of  the 
church. 

In  the  summer  of  1884  was  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  the  present  church  edifice.  Its  foundations 
were  laid  then,  and  the  construction  of  the  walls 
of  the  superstructure  and  enclosing  the  building 
consumed  most  of  the  building  season.  The  base- 
ment, along  with  its  chapel  and  parlors,  was  com- 
pleted in  late  fall  and  early  winter,  and  used  by 
the  society  for  their  various  purposes  from  com- 
pletion. The  time  came  for  the  completion  of  the 
large  and  finely  proportioned  auditorium  above  the 
basement.  The  room  itself  is  cruciform,  that  is, 
the  arms  extend  out  from  the  main  body  of  the 
church  several  feet  north  and  south,  and  what 
would  be  the  top  of  the  cross  extension  contains 
the  altar,  baptistery,  and  over  the  latter  the  organ 
loft  and  choir,  and  all  under  a  large,  high  pointed 
arch. 

The  auditorium  is  lighted  with  one  of  Bailey's 
compound  patent  reflector  lights  of  forty-two  bur- 
ners, elegantly  mounted  and  enriched.  The  vesti- 
bules are  large  and  fitted  correspondingly  with  the 
auditorium.  The  exterior  of  the  superstructure  is 
built  of  select  brick,  laid  in  red  mortar.  The  trim- 
mings are  limestone  and  red  terra  cotte.  The  open- 
ings and  wall  surface  are  ornamented,  and  broken 
by  the  introduction  of  ornamental  brick  work,  and 
arranged  in  a  harmonious  and  consistent  manner, 
and  so  coml)ined  as  to  make  prominent  features. 
The  style  of  the  building  is  what  we  call  Roman- 
esque. The  arch  is  the  prominent  feature  of  the  wall 
surface.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building  was  but 
4!25,000.  Its  regular  seating  capacity  is  620,  but 
100  extra  chairs  are  provided  for  extra  occasions. 

The  Walnut  Street  Baptist  Church  is  located  on 
Walnut  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth.  It  was 
organized  Ma}'  8,  1882.  A  church  known  as  the 
South  Hill  Baptist  Church  existed  here  for  some 
years,  owning  its  house  of  worship.  The  present  is 
an  outgrowth  ot  the  old  organization.  It  is  now  a 
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vigorous  body  of  1 1 4  members,  but  with  no  regu- 
lar pastor,  Rev.  Henry  Williams,  who  last  served 
in  that  capacity,  removing  toOttumwain  the  spring 
of  1888.  John  W.  Biirdette  is  Superintendent  of  its 
Sundaj'-school. 

The  First  Geruian  Baptist  Church  is  located  at 
the  corner  of  North  Oak  and  Griswold  streets.  The 
congregation  was  organized  Oct.  27,  1868.  Their 
first  meeting  was  in  a  garret  belonging  to  C. 
Jordan.  The  present  membership  numbers  216; 
they  have  a  Woman's  Mission  Society,  Young  Folks' 
Society,  and  support  three  Sunday-schools,  the 
largest  of  which  has  an  average  attendance  of 
nearly  300.  A  larger  church  building  is  very 
much  needed. 

The  P"irst  Swedish  Baptist  Church  is  located  on  the 
corner  of  Augusta  and  ^Etna  streets.  It  was  or- 
ganized June  13.  1881.  and  held  its  first  meetings 
in  Smith's  Hall  on  West  Hill.  In  the  spring  of 
1888  a  new  church  edifice  was  completed  at  a  cost 
of  $4,000.  The  church  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Flodin   being  the  present  pastor. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Burlington,  was 
organized  in  February,  184.'j.  David  N.  Mclntyre 
was  the  first  Ruling  Elder,  and  their  first  meeting  was 
held  in  Miss  Mar}'  Calkins'  school-room  on  Third 
street.  The  present  membership  is  315,  with  Rev. 
J.  C.  McClintock,  D.  D.,  as  pastor.  The  Elders  are 
Denise  Denise,  Thompson  McCosh,  W.  E.  Blake, 
George  Hill,  J.  B.  Coulter,  E.  G.  Segner  and  Hec- 
tor Ballenden :  Sunday-school  Superintendents:  W. 
E.  Blake  and  George  Hill;  Trustees:  J.  T.  Illick, 
President;  William  Penrose, Treasurer;  N.  R.  Der- 
by, Secretary.  The  entire  number  eni-olled  as 
members  of  this  church  since  its  organization  in 
February.  1845,  is  900.  Of  these  552  came  by  cer- 
tificate from  other  churches  and  348  united  by  pro- 
fession of  faith  in  Christ.  The  number  received 
during  the  present  pastorate  is  529,  238  on  profes- 
sion, 291  by  certificate.  The  first  house  of  worship 
was  built  in  1845-46,  at  a  cost  of  $3,556.  It  was 
enlarged  in  1865  at  a  cost  of  $2,543,  and  torn  down 
May  17,  1886,  so  that  the  site  of  the  old  might  be 
used  for  the  present  new  building. 

The  church  has  been  blessed  with  pastors  having 
the  good  of  the  cause  at  heart.  Its  first  was  Rev. 
James  G.  Shinn,  who  came  in  1848,  and  served  un- 


til 1859.  In  1859  Rev.  James  Harvey  Clarke  be- 
gan labor  as  a  supply.  In  September  of  the  same 
j'ear  he  received  a  call,  and  was  installed  pastor. 
He  remained  two  years  and  one  month,  when  he 
accepted  a  chaplaincy  in  the  17th  Iowa  Volunteers. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  followed  bj-  Rev.  W.  E.  AVester- 
velt,  who  became  stated  supply  in  August,  1861, 
and  continued  until  the  spring  of  1864.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  George  D.  Stewart,  D.  D.,  who 
had  been  laboring  successfully  at  West  Point  and 
Sharon  in  Lee  County.  Dr.  Stewart  ministered  to 
the  church  as  stated  supply  for  six  and  a  half  years. 
The  difficulties  that  for  j'ears  had  checked  the 
growth  of  the  church  were  gradually  surmounted 
by  his  prudent  and  zealous  efforts;  lOG  persons  were 
added  to  the  church  ;  the  salary  was  raised  from  $800 
to  $1,500,  and  the  building  was  enlarged  and  beau- 
tified. He  left  Burlington  in  the  autumn  of  1870, 
to  accept  a  call  to  the  Second  Church  of  Omaha,  and 
more  recentlj'  has  been  the  successful  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Ft.  Madison,  where  he  now  resides.  The 
present  pastor  received  a  call  on  the  5lh  of  Decem- 
ber, 1870,  and  was  installed  on  the  19th  of  Januarj', 
1871,  making  a  continuous  pastorate  of  over  seven- 
teen years. 

In  1 885  steps  were  taken  for  the  erection  of  the 
present  house  of  worship,  the  first  gift  for  that  pur- 
pose being  from  a  Chinese  boy  who  had  been  sup- 
ported by  the  congregation  while  being  educated 
for  the  ministry.  His  contribution  was  in  our  cur- 
rency about  $1.50  and  was  sent  from  China.  In 
December  of  that  year  over  $15,000  had  beeji  sub- 
scribed. Plans  for  the  new  building  were  shortly 
afterward  adopted,  and  in  April,  1886,  work  was 
commenced  on  the  new  building.  Its  dimensions 
are  72x107  feet,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about 
700.  The  building  presents  a  very  handsome  ap- 
pearance, both  exterior  and  interior  view,  and  cost, 
including  gas  fixtures,  stained  windows,  etc.,  $32,- 
500.  The  furnishings  cost  $3,500  and  the  organ 
$3,000,  making  a  total  cost  of  $39,000. 

The  Swedish  Evangelical  (Messiah)  Church  is  lo- 
cated on  the  corner  of  Smith  and  Adams  streets. 
It  is  a  frame  structure  costing  $7,000.  A  fine  or- 
gan costing  $1,060,  the  gift  of  the  young  people  of 
the  congregation,  has  recently  been  placed  in  the 
church.     In  1859  seven  families  banded  themselves 
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togetbor  under  the  foregoing  name,  and  built  a 
small  church  upon  the  site  of  their  present  building. 
In  that  they  worshiped  until  1872,  when  the  pres- 
ent houfe  of  worship  was  erected,  their  increased 
membership  rendering  this  necessary.  The  total 
number  of  communicants  at  present  Is  425,  and  of  the 
congregation  786.  Its  Sunday-school  has  thirty- 
seven  teachers  and  240  scholars. 

The  German  Evangelical  (Ziou)  Church,  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  was  organized  March  13,  1864. 
Meetings  were  held  in  Marion  Hall  until  the  second 
Sunday  in  August,  1865,  when  the  present  house  of 
worship  was  dedicated,  the  corner  stone  being  laid 
Aug.  16,  1864.  The  present  pastor.  Rev.  John 
Zimmermann,  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  has  held  that  relation  since  its  organization. 
A  Sunday-school  was  organized  in  1864,  which  has 
been  carried  on  successfully  since,  and  the  day 
school  supported  by  the  church  employs  two  teachers. 
Tiie  church  property  is  valued  at  about  §25,000, 
which  includes  a  tasty  parsonage.  The  membership 
is  about  300,  and  the  church  is  situated  on  Fifth 
street,  between  Columbia  and  Washington  streets. 

The  Evangelical  German  (St.  Luke's)  Church  is 
located  at  South  and  Fourteenth  streets,  and  w.as 
organized  in  1877.  In  connection  with  the  church 
is  a  German  school,  with  an  attendance  of  about 
fifty;  also  a  parsonage.  No.  1019  South  Fourteenth 
street,  valued  at  !iil,600.  The  church  has  a  mem- 
bership of  eighty-six,  with  Rev.  Frederick  Daries  as 
pastor. 

The  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  is  lo- 
cated on  South  Boundary  street,  between  Market  and 
Fifth  streets.  It  was  organized  Aug.  24,  1884,  and 
ha?  a  present  membership  of  forty-two.  Rev.  J.  IL 
Culler  is  the  pastor. 

The  nucleus  for  the  organization  of  the  German 
Evangelical  Mission  Church  assembled  Nov.  6,  1887, 
and  effected  an  organization.  About  fifty  families 
are  visiting  the  services.  Rev.  F.  Fausel,  for  thirty- 
two  years  pastor  of  the  First  German  Evangelical 
Church,  is  the  pastor  for  the  new  congregation,  and 
C.  F.  Grueninger,  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
and  day  schools. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  began  its  first  services  in  the  City  Hall.  It 
was    organized  Feb.    16,   1876.     Among    the    first 


members  of  the  congregation  were :  Prof.  R.  G. 
Saundersou,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Blake,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet McCash,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Coulter,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Paisley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wilson, 
]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  John  Cairns,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Mc- 
Arthur,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McMullen,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  F.  Ludwig.  The  present  membership  is 
ninety-two.  On  June  8,  1879,  their  present  church 
edifice,  No.9 15  Jefferson  street  was  dedicated.  After 
the  organization  was  effected  Rev.  E.  D.  Campbell 
was  stated  supply  for  eighteen  months.  Rev.  J.  A. 
Pollock,  for  three  years,  and  Rev.  Peter  Swan,  from 
July,  1881.  to  January.  1882.  After  this  trial  of 
six  months  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate,  and  April 
24,  1882,  he  was  regularlj'  ordained  and  installed 
as  the  first  pastor  of  the  congregation,  which  place 
he  has  continued  to  fill.  The  Superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath-school  is  Prof.  J.  Albert  Barnes.  In 
June,  1887,  this  congregation  organized  a  Mission 
.Sabbath-school  at  Maple  Hall.  These  schools  and 
the  entire  work  of  the  organization  give  promise  of 
success.  The  church  building,  though  not  very 
large,  is  a  beautiful  structure,  finely  finished  both 
without  and  within,  and  without  any  encumbrance 
upon  it.  A  j'oung  congregation  made  up  largely 
of  young  people,  happy  in  their  religion  and  in  the 
bright  prospects  which  are  now  before  them. 

The  South  Hill  Free  Methodist  Church  is  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Tenth  and  Pine  streets.  It  was 
organized  in  April,  1878.  Their  first  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Baptist  Church,  northwest  corner  of 
Walnut  and  Eighth  streets,  and  the  present  mem- 
bership numbers  sixty-five.  Thomas  Pluck  is  Pas- 
tor and  Superintendent  of  Sunday-school.  In  1880 
about  twenty-five  members  withdrew  from  this 
congregation  and  formed  the  Second  Free  Method- 
ist Church,  and  now  meet  for  worship  on  North 
Hill. 

The  Catholics  have  three  congregations  in  the 
city,  St.  John's,  St.  Patrick's  and  St.  Paul's,  all  of 
which  are  flourishing. 

St.  John's  German  Catholic  Church,  located  on 
Division  street,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth,  was 
organized  in  the  spring  of  1852,  with  a  limited 
membership.  As  the  town  grew,  the  congregation 
kept  step.  There  were  earnest  workers  at  the  head 
of  this  organization,  and  they  have  worked  the  field 
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entrusted  to  their  spiritual  care  well,  and  have 
achieved  magnificent  results,  until  at  present  the 
congregation  can  show  a  membership  of  about 
2,000  souls.  The  first  meeting  was  in  old  St.  Paul's 
Church,  but  the  congregation  was  soon  able  to  erect 
a  building  of  its  own,  on  Seventh  street,  between 
Division  and  Elm,  where  regular  services  were  con- 
tinued until  the  present  new  church  was  completed. 
The  present  pastors  are :  Rev.  Joseph  Kreusch,  S. 
J.,  pastor;  Rev.  Aloj^s  Suter,  S.  J.,  assistant  pastor, 
and  Rev.  George  Hieber,  S.  J.,  assistant  pastor. 
There  is  a  large  school  connected  with  the  church. 

St.  Paul's  Church  is  located  at  No.  513  North  Third 
street.  The  congregation  was  organized  about  the 
year  1840.  Their  first  place  of  meeting  was  at  the 
A.  O.  H.  Hall.  Present  membership  100  families. 
Rev.  M.  P.  Kirlipatrick,  pastor  and  Sunday-school 
Superintendent. 

St.  Patrick's  Church  is  located  on  Washington 
street.  It  was  organized  in  1869.  The  church  was 
built  by  Rev.  Martin  Lee,  corner  stone  laid  by 
Rev.  James  B.  Donlon.  The  membership  now  num- 
bers 485.     Rev.  John  J.  O'Brien,  pastor. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Bur- 
lington was  organized  in  '-Choral  Hall,"  on  the 
second  floor  of  No.  41 9  Jefferson  street,  Jan  1, 1877, 
with  the  following  officers :  President,  AV.  E.  Blake ; 
Vice  President,  John  W.  Burdette;  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Charles  H.  Whiting;  Recording  Secretary, 
W.  J.  McClure ;  Treasurer,  J.  L.  Kelley.  In  March 
following  a  constitution  and  b3'-laws  were  adopted. 
In  the  summer  of  1877  a  reading-room  was  opened 
over  the  Chicago,  Burlington  <fe  Quincy  baggage 
depot,  corner  of  Main  and  Market  streets,  which 
was  occupied  for  one  year,  with  Mr.  James  Coulter 
in  charge.  On  the  22d  of  March,  1879,  the  asso- 
ciation became  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Iowa. 
In  April,  1879,  a  "parlor  conference"  was  held  at 
the  residence  of  Ma3'or  A.  G.  Adams,  to  plan  for 
the  enlargement  and  permanence  of  the  association 
work.  Shortly  after  this,  in  the  spring  of  1879,  the 
floor  known  as"  Choral  Hall,"  over  No.  419  Jefferson 
street,  was  rented  aud  divided  into  two  rooms, 
which  served  as  reading-room  and  parlor  for  three 
years.  About  this  time  a  '•  book  reception  "  was 
held,  which  resulted  in  the  beginning  of  an  Associa- 
tion  Library.     In    March,    1880,   they  began    the 


publication  of  a  "  monthly  bulletin,"  under  the 
management  of  Charles  H.  Whiting,  and  it  was  con- 
tinued with  some  interruptions  and  changes  for 
several  years.  In  Jul}-.  1880.  Mr.  Frank  Fuller,  of 
Springfield,  III.,  became  the  first  General  Secretai-y 
of  the  association,  and  continued  in  that  office  for 
six  months.  He  was  succeeded  in  F~ebruary,  1881, 
by  James  E.  Defenbaugh,  of  Chicago,  who  occupied 
the  position  for  one  year.  In  October,  1881,  the 
State  Convention  of  Iowa  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  met  with  the  Burlington  Association. 

In  Ma3%  1882.  the  association  removed  its  head- 
quarters from  "Choral  Hall"  to  the  second  floor  of 
No.  Ill  North  Main  street,  which  became  its  home 
for  four  3-ears.  The  position  of  General  Sccretar}'  was 
vacant  from  Februar3-,  1882,  until  October  of  the 
same  year,  Mr.  Charles  Smith,  of  S3'camore,  III.,  serv- 
ing meanwhile  as  librarian  and  janitor.  Oct.  1, 1882, 
William  M.  Ege  became  the  General  Secretary  of 
the  association,  and  has  continued  in  that  position 
until  the  present  time. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1886,  at  the  suggestion 
of  State  Secretary  C.  G.  Baldwin,  of  Des  Moines, 
a  "parlor  conference"  was  held  at  the  house  of  E. 
D.  Rand,  looking  to  the  enlargement  of  the  work 
b3'  the  addition  of  a  g3'mnasium.  As  a  result  £. 
D.  Rand,  N.  R.  Derb3'  and  E.  D.  Winter  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  to  outline  a  plan  and  to  secure 
the  co-operation  of  other  citizens  in  making  the 
financial  provision  necessar}'  for  the  proposed  en- 
largement. Nearl3'  §3,000  were  raised,  and  the  new 
rooms  were  located  on  the  second  and  third  floors  of 
the  building  known  as  "  Mozart  Hall,"  southeast  cor- 
ner of  Jefferson  and  Sixth  streets.  A  lease  was  secured 
on  these  premises  for  five  years,  with  privilege  of 
renewing  for  five  3'ears  at  same  rental.  The  associa- 
tion began  the  occupation  of  these  quarters  in  Ma3', 

1886,  and  an  "  opening  reception "  was  held  on 
Frida3'  evening,  June  25,  with  religious  services 
of  dedication  on  Sunday,  June  27. 

In  .September  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Fred  C.  Allen, 
of  Chicago,  assumed  charge  of  the  g3'mnasium  as 
Superintendent.     He  was  succeeded  in  September, 

1887,  by  Charles  O.  Beraies,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
who  still  occupies  that  position. 

The  affairs  of  the  Burlington  Association  are 
managed  b3'  a  board  of  twelve  men,  who  are  elected, 
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six  eacli  j'ear,  on  the  second  Monday  of  September, 
and  hold  office  two  years.  The  present  officers  of 
this  board,  who  are  also  the  officers  of  the  associa- 
tion, are:  President,  J.  L.  Kelley ;  Vice  President, 
George  A.  Miller;  Secretary,  George  W.  Bershee; 
Treasurer,  Charles  S.  Rich.  The  General  Secretary 
is  the  executive  officer  of  the  board,  and  is  em- 
ployed to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work,  but  has 
no  vote  in  the  business  meetings  of  the  association. 
The  rooms  on  the  second  floor  of  the  building  oc- 
cupied by  the  association  consist  of  a  reading-room, 
a  social  room  with  various  games,  and  large  par- 
lors connected  by  an  arch.  A  fine  organ  and  piano, 
owned  by  the  association,  stand  in  the  parlors  for 
the  use  of  members  and  visitors;  the  reading-room 
contains  a  large  variety  of  reading  matter,  and  a 
library  of  over  600  volumes;  writing  materials 
await  those  who  wish  to  use  tliem.  All  the  rooms 
mentioned  are  thrown  together  by  folding-doors, 
and  will  accommodate  large  receptions,  which  often 
crowd  them  to  the  utmost.  These  rooms  are  open 
to  everybody  from  8  A.  M.  to  9  :30  P.  M.,  and  all 
the  advantages  are  at  the  service  of  visitors. 

Evening  educational  classes  are  held  in  other 
rooms  on  this  floor  during  the  fall  and  winter,  and 
frequent  "  practical  talks  "  on  social  and  economic 
subjects  are  given  to  j'oung  men.  Receptions  and 
sociables  for  both  sexes  are  given,  alternating  with 
instructive  •'  evenings  with  authors,"  "  evenings  with 
nationalities."  etc.  The  third  floor  is  occupied  by 
a  well-equipped  gymnasium,  six  shower  and  sponge 
baths  and  "200  lockers  for  the  use  of  members. 
Classes  in  health-giving  gymnastics  are  provided 
for  young  men,  boys,  young  ladies  and  girls,  and 
strong  testimonials  have  been  given  of  the  excellent 
results  of  this  department,  which  is  under  the  con- 
stant supervision  of  the  Superintendent  for  ten 
months  in  the  year.  A  membership  of  15  per  year 
entitles  to  use  of  the  gj'mnasium,  baths,  instruction, 
drawing  library  books  for  home  reading,  and  even- 
ing educational  classes.  Other  privileges  are  free 
to  all  self-respecting  young  men. 

Committees  from  the  association  visit  sick  young 
men,  hold  services  in  the  county  jail,  assist  stran- 
gers to  find  good  boarding-places  and  work,  and  ar- 
range for  the  regular  religious  meetings  of  the  asso- 
ciation.    To  promote  manliness  in  j'oung   men,  in 


the  highest  sense  of  that  word,  comprises  the  entire 
aim  of  the  work,  and  in  this  the  association  has  the 
heartiest  indorsement  of  all  good  citizens  who 
understand  its  work. 

The  aim  of  these  associations,  as  stated  in  all  the 
official  documents,  is  "to  benefit  j-oung  men,  si^iritu- 
all}',  intellectually,  socially  and  physicall3'."  Start- 
ing with  the  humble  efforts  of  a  London  clerk,  in 
the  year  1844.  they  have  spread  to  ever3'  civilized 
countrj',  until  the  number  of  associations  has  reached 
over  3,500.  of  which  1.100  are  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of 
155,000,  and  a  total  net  property  in  real  estate 
and  buildings  of  over  §0.000,000;  420  libraries 
have  304,000  volumes.  The  aggregate  annual  ex- 
penditure of  these  associations  in  their  regular 
work  is  over  |il, 000,000;  752  young  men  are  em- 
ployed as  secretaries,  assistants  and  gymn.asium 
superintendents,  giving  their  whole  time  to  the 
work.  Worthy  young  men  going  from  one  city 
to  another,  even  on  another  side  of  the  world,  may 
t^ike  letters  of  introduction  to  the  association  offi- 
cers, which  will  insure  them  respect  .and  confidence 
among  strangers.  By  a  system  of  correspondence 
in  the  smaller  towns,  where  no  associations  exist, 
a  3"oung  man  going  to  the  city  or  to  another  town, 
may  take  letters  to  the  general  secretary  or  corre- 
spondent, and  thus  at  once  enjoy  the  confidence 
which  he  deserves.  In  the  towns  of  Iowa  this  sys- 
tem has  been  largelj'  introduced  by  the  State  com- 
mittee and  its  secretaries,  and  will  be  rapidly  intro- 
duced into  the  remaining  towns  not  yet  so  provided. 

ISEXIiVOLKNT     .\M>    OTHER    SOCIETIES. 

Burlington  is  well  represented  bj'  various  socie- 
ties, having  for  their  object  benevolence  or  social 
intercourse.  Of  these  institutions  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity was  first  represented  in  the  citj". 

Des  Moines  Lodge,  No.  1,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was 
the  first  lodge  organized  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  It 
was  instituted  Nov.  20.  1840,  under  dispensation 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  its  charter 
being  granted  by  that  body  Oct.  20,  1841.  Pres- 
ent membership,  104. 

Burlington  Lodge,  No.  20,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was 
instituted  under  dispensation  granted  Nov.  30,1850, 
and  its  charter  granted  June  3,  1851. 
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Malta  Lodge,  No.  318,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  insti- 
tuted under  dispensation  June  29,  1872,  and  its 
charter  granted  June  5,  1873.  Present  member- 
ship, fifty-eight. 

Iowa  Chapter,  No.  1,  R.  A.  M.,  was  instituted 
under  dispensation    granted  Sept.   19,  1843,  to  H. 

C.  Bennett,  H.  P.,  and  a  charter  issued  Sept.  13, 
1844.     Present  membership,  eighty-five. 

St.  OraarConimandery,No.  15,  K.  T..  originated 
1)3'  a  separation  from  Jerusalem  Commandery  No. 
7,  whose  charter  was  located  to  meet  at  Burlington 
and  Mount  Pleasant,  alternatel}'.  A  charter  was 
granted  Oct.  6,  1870,  and  it  was  instituted  October 
10  following.  The  present  membership  is  eighty- 
five. 

The  Masonic  Temple,  of  Burlington,  was  erected 
in  1884.  It  is  not  only  a  fine  structure  externally, 
but  it  is  said  to  be  the  best  furnished  and  most 
handsomely  equipped  of  anj-  Masonic  headquarters 
in  the  State.  It  was  built  in  1883-84,  jointly'  by 
John  M.  Gregg  and  an  incorporated  body  of 
Masons,  organized  for  the  special  purpose  of  pro- 
viding a  permanent  home  for  all  the  Masonic  bodies 
in  Burlington.  The  incorporators  organized  Jan. 
25,  1883,  and  filed  their  articles  of  incorporation 
February  10,  that  year.  The  officers  of  the  incorpo- 
ration are:  Maj.  E.  C.  Blackmar,  President;  H.  C. 
Garrett,  Treasurer;  and  J.  J.  Seerley,  Secretary. 
Trustees — Maj.  E.  C.  Blackmar,  Maj.  James  A. 
Guest.  AVilliam   M.  Osborn,  H.   C.  Hadley  and  W. 

D.  Inghram.  Maj.  James  A.  Guest  was  elected 
President  of  the  building  committee;  E.  McKit- 
terick.  Vice  President;  and  C.  B.  Jack,  Secretary. 
Executive  Committee — Maj.  James  A.  Guest,  Dr. 
S.  H.  Stutsman  and  Samuel  Herschler.  Five  Ma- 
sonic bodies  united  iu  this  move:  Des  Moines 
Lodge,  No.  11;  Burlington  Lodge,  No.  20;  Malta 
Lodge,  No.  318;  Iowa  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  1, 
and  St.  Omar  Commandery,  No.  15.  The  new 
temple  was  completed  and  occupied  about  the  1st 
of  July,  1884.  The  Masonic  rooms  are  on  the 
third  floor,  and  comprise  reception  and  dining 
rooms  and  kitchen,  a  main  hall  and  a  second  hall, 
etc.,  all  frescoed  and  handsomely  furnished,  and 
heated  by  steam.  They  are  the  finest  furnished 
Masonic  rooms  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  The  mahog- 
an}'   furniture,    Brussels     carpet   and    equipments 


being  of  the  best  quality.  The  kitchen  and  the 
dining-rooms  are  thoroughly  equipped  for  festive 
occasions,  and  the  Masons  of  Burlington  are  pre- 
pared to  entertain  their  visiting  brethren  and  friends 
most  hospitably.  The  building  is  a  fitting  home 
for  the  oldest  lodge  in  the  State. 

ODD  FELLOWSinr. 

The  following  interesting  sketch  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  was  written  by  George 
S.  Jamison,  for  the  holiday  number  of  the  Haick-Eye 
for' 1887-88: 

■'  The  history  of  Odd  Fellowship  in  Iowa  dates 
from  April  4,  1844,  when,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States,  Washington 
Lodge  No.  1,  of  this  cit}-,  was  instituted  in  the  old 
Masonic  Hal)  on  Water  street,  located  on  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  Burlington  House. 

•'Richard  Mausley,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,W.H.  Mauro, 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  John  Jones,  Oliver  Cock  and 
W.  D.  McCash,  all  three  of  Ohio,  and  Thomas  F. 
Goodhue,  of  Illinois,  were  the  six  charter  members 
of  No.  1 ;  and  but  two  of  them  now  survive,  W. 
H.  Mauro  and  W.  D.  McCash.  The  dispensation 
authorizing  them  to  institute  No.  1  was  dated  at 
Baltimore,  Feb.  3,  1844,  and  was  signed  by  H.  Hop- 
kins, Grand  Sire,  and  James  L.  Ridgelj',  Correspond- 
ing Secretarj'.  After  the  institution  of  the  lodge, 
the  members  rented  the  third  story  of  Scott  ife 
Yates'  building  on  Water  street,  the  southernmost 
of  three  buildings  occupying  the  corner  of  Colum- 
bia and  Water  streets,  which  were  swept  away  in 
the  memorable  fire  of  June,  1873,  and  replaced  later 
on  bj'  the  Denver  House.  Moving  again.  No.  1 
took  up  its  quarters  in  the  fourth  story  of  the  Cool- 
baugh  building,  on  North  Main  street,  now  tenanted 
by  Stewart  &  Hayden,  which  was  occupied  by  the 
Masonic  brethren,  also,  and  wherein  to  this  day  can 
be  seen  relics  of  the  emblems  of  both  orders. 
Thence  the  lodge  moved  to  the  upper  story  of  Par- 
sons' block  on  Jefferson  street,  where  it  and  suc- 
ceeding lodges  remained  until  April,  1887,  when  the 
order  took  possession  of  its  splendid  home  and  per- 
manent abiding-place  in  the  Odd  Fellows'  building, 
southwest  corner  Main  and  Valley  streets.  June 
30, 1851,  a  few  secessionists  from  AVashington  Lodge 
organized  Flint   Hills  Lodge  No.  35,  which  main- 
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tained  a  precarious  existence  for  three  years  and 
six  months  only,  the  members  surrendering  their 
charter  Jan.  1,  1855,  and  returning  to  the  maternal 
embrace  and  protection. 

Such  is  in  brief  a  historical  sketch  of  the  first 
lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  organized  in  Iowa,  and  from 
which  beginning  the  noble  order  has  grown  and 
flourished  until  it  now  claims  in  the  State  471  sub- 
ordinate lodges,  122  subordinate  encamjiraents,  and 
eighty-nine  Rebeltah  degree  lodges,  comprising  a 
total  membership  of  about  26,000,  possessed  of  over 
a  half  million  dollars  in  invested  funds. 

In  Burlington  the  lodges  organized  subsequent  to 
No.  1  are  Harmonia  No.  209  (German),  organized 
Dec.  19,  1870,  by  sixteen  charter  members;  Ex- 
celsior No.  268,  organized  Dec.  11,  1873,  by  twelve 
charter  members,  and  Harold  No.  54  (Swedish), 
organized  May  24,  1884,  by  sixteen  charter  mem- 
bers. Eureka  Encampment  No.  2,  organized  May 
1,  1848,  with  thirteen  charter  members,  and  Ruth 
Lodge  No.  1 2,  Rebekah  degree,  was  organized 
March  8,  1869,  by  twenty  charter  members.  Bur- 
lington has  thus  four  subordinate  lodges,  one  of 
the  Rebekah  degree  and  an  Encampment,  embrac- 
ing a  total  membership  of  about  400,  and  all  hav- 
ing their  place  of  meeting  in  the  new  building. 

The  first  Grand  Master  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  in  Iowa 
was  furnished  by  Burlington  in  the  person  of  J. 
Whitfield  Garner,  who  served  from  May,  1848,  to 
Januarj',  1849.  Two  j-ears  later  AVilliam  D.  McCord, 
also  of  this  city,  was  called  to  the  upper  chair  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  serving  from  January,  1851,  to 
January,  1852.  In  October,  1854,  Martin  Heisey, 
another  Burlington  member,  was  elected  Grand 
Master,  and  twenty-six  years  later  on  George  Whip- 
ple filled  the  otlicc  for  one  j'ear. 

William  Garrett,  of  this  cit^',  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary', has  ably  filled  that  responsible  office  for  thirty- 
five  3'ears.  He  is  an  old  member  of  No.  1,  having 
joined  Oct.  3,  1844,  and  in  his  official  capacity  has 
noted  the  origin  and  helped  to  complete  the  organi- 
zation of  the  682  bodies  now  composing  the  order 
in  Iowa,  which  is  in  an  excellent  condition,  both 
numerically  and  financially. 

Washington  Lodge  No.  1,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  insti- 
tuted April  4,  1844.  Its  first  place  of  meeting  was 
on  Water  street.     With    the  other   lodges  of    the 


order  it  now  meets  in  the  new  Odd  Fellows'  build- 
ing.    Its  present  membership  is  146. 

Harmonia  Lodge  No.  209, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  was  insti- 
tuted in  1876.  but  was  organized  Dec.  19,  1870. 
Its  present  membership  is  seventy. 

Excelsior  Lodge  No.  268,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  insti- 
tuted Dec.  11,  1873,  and  now  has  sixty-four  mem- 
bers in  good  standing. 

Harold  Lodge  No.  54  (Swedish),  was  organized 
May  22,  1 884,  and  its  charter  granted  one  week  later. 
It  has  a  membership  of  fifty-two. 

Eureka  Encampment  No.  2,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  in- 
stituted April  26,  1848.     It  numbers  fifty  members. 

Ruth  Lodge  No.  12,  Degree  of  Rebekah,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  was  instituted  April  9,  1887,  and  now  numbers 
fiftj'-one  members. 

The  Odd  Fellows'  building  in  which  all  the  various 
bodies  of  the  order  meet,  is  located  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Valley  streets.  It  was  commenced  in 
May,  1886,  and  completed  in  April,  1887,  at  a  cost 
of  S50,000.  It  is  an  imposing  structure  of  pressed 
brick  with  cut  stone  and  terra  cotta  trimmings.  It 
has  a  frontage  on  Valley  street  of  118  feet  and  on 
Main  of  sixty  feet.  On  Valle}',  the  height  is  four 
stories,  and  on  Main  street,  three  stories,  with  high 
stone  basement. 

KNIGHTS    OK    PYTHIAS. 

This  order  is  represented  by  four  lodges,  and  is 
in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Friendship  Lodge.  No.  11,  was  instituted  Feb.  20, 
1872,  and  is  well  represented  by  citizens  of  the 
place  of  foreign  birth. 

Flint  Hills  Lodge,  No.  39,  was  f)rganized  July 
16,  1877,  with  twenty-one  charter  members,  being 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  the  place.  It  has  a 
present  membership  of  sixty-five. 

Norden  Lodge,  No.  107,  is  composed  of  Swedish 
citizens.  It  was  instituted  in  August,  1883.  and 
has  now  fortj'  members  in  good  standing. 

Dionysius  Lodge,  No.  132,  was  instituted  May 
21,  1884.  with  nineteen  charter  members,  and  now 
has  thirtj'-four. 

KKVIDS. 

The  order  of  Druids  was  first  instituted  in  this  city 
in  1855,  since  which  time  it  has  had  a  prosperous 
career,  and  now  has  four  groves  and  one  chapter. 
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Iowa  Grove,  No.  1,  was  instituted  Aug.  13,  18.t5, 
with  four  charter  members.  It  has  flourished  well, 
and  now  numbers  ninety-seven. 

United  Brothers'  Grove,  No.  3.  was  organized 
June  8.  1858,  with  nine  charter  members.  It  now 
has  thirty-one  members. 

Harmonia  Grove,  No.  5,  was  instituted  March 
23,  1874,  with  seven  charter  members.  Its  mem- 
bership is  now  thirty-five. 

Elvin  Grove,  No.  28,  was  instituted  Jan.  31,  1883, 
with  seventy-four  charter  members.  It  has  at  pres- 
ent eighty-seven  members. 

Concordia  Supreme  Arch  Chapter,  No.  1,  was 
instituted  Aug.  8,  1863,  with  nine  charter  members. 
It  now  has  forty -five  iu  good  standing. 

SCOTTISH  lilTK. 

The  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  fourth  to 
thirt3^-second  degree,  was  organized  Aug.  25,1885, 
with  forty  charter  members,  and  has  a  present  mem- 
bership of  oiglity-six.  There  is  also  Lodge  of  Per- 
fection, fourth  to  the  fourteenth  degree;  Council  of 
Princes  of  Jerusalem,  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  degrees ; 
Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  seventeenth  and  eighteenth 
degrees;  Council  of  Kadosch,  nineteenth  to  thirtietii 
degree. 

GRAXI)    ARMY    OF    THE   HKPUHLIC. 

G.  A.  R.  Post  No.  36,  the  first  Grand  Army  or- 
ganization at  Burlington,  Iowa,  was  instituted  in 
1866.  The  charter  members  were  mustered  in  No- 
vember 2,  the  following-named  comrades  coriiprising 
the  list:  J.  C.  Power.  P.  C. ;  John  N.  Bell.  Adjt. ;  A. 
A.  Perkins,  Q.  M. ;  Eugene  F.  Ware,  John  B.  Fidlar, 
Charles  A.  Cameron,  J.  L.  Dodge  and  C.  L.  Math- 
ias.  The  post  rapidly  increased  in  membership 
until  it  numbered  180  members,  and  was  working 
harmoniously  till  a  division  occurred  on  the  subject 
of  politics,  the  same  rock  on  which  so  man}'  of  the 
early  Grand  Army  Posts  were  wrecked,  and  the  or- 
ganization was  disbanded  early  in  1868.  It  was  re- 
organized in  1874  by  the  establishment  of  C.  L. 
Mathias  Post  No.  5,  of  vyjiich  the  following  history 
is  given  : 

C.  L.  Mathias  Post  No.  5,  G.  A.  R.,  was  organ- 
ized Sept.  14,  1874,  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  the  charter 
members  being  Dr.  J.  W.  Holiday,  H.  J.  Wakerley, 
W.  G.  Cummings.  A.  A.  Bailey,  C.  W.  Lemberger. 


H.  H.  Oilman,  W.  Boyer,  K.  W.  Warden.  A.  A. 
Perkins  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Stone.  The  post  was  named 
after  Gen.  Charles  L.  Mathias.  who  entered  the  serv- 
ice of  the  late  war,  was  commissioned  Cnjitain  of 
Company  D,  1st  Iowa  Infantry,  Ma}'  U,  1861,  re- 
ceived successive  promotions,  and  proved  a  gallant 
officer.  The  first  officers  of  the  post  were :  Dr.  J. 
AV.  Holiday.  P.  C. ;  H.  J.  Wakerley,  S.  V.  C. ;  AV. 
G.  Cummings,  J.  Y.  C. ;  A.  A.  Bailey,  Adjt.  ;C.  W. 
Lemberger,  O.  of  D.;  H.  H.  Oilman,  Q.  M.,  and 
AV'illiam  Boyer,  Chap.  The  post  was  instituted 
by  Adjutant  General  L.  S.  Tyler,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Iowa,  assisted  by  B.  C.  Burt,  of  Post  No. 
2,  of  Keokuk.  The  first  meetings  of  the  post  were 
held  in  the  hall  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  but  since 
1 886  it  has  met  at  its  own  hall  on  the  third  floor  at 
No.  408  Jefferson  street.  The  second  and  fourth 
Mondays  of  each  month  are  the  nights  of  meeting. 
For  several  years  the  post  flourished,  fraternal  feel- 
ing between  old  comrades  was  cultivated,  and  much 
good  work  was  done.  Later,  as  sometimes  happens 
in  organizations  of  such  kind,  a  season  of  apath}' 
occurred,  a  reaction  seemed  to  have  set  in,  and  the 
enthusiasm  that  formerly'  existed  among  the  com- 
rades appeared  to  have  died  out,  meetings  were 
poorlj- attended,  and  but  for  the  patient  efforts  of  a 
few  the  charter  would  have  been  forfeited  and  the 
post  discontinued.  In  1884  an  effort  was  made  to 
revive  the  interest,  only  latent  in  the  hearts  of  the 
members,  and  on  the  7th  of  April  of  that  year  a 
grand  rally  was  made.  Dr.  David  McDill  was  chosen 
P.  C. :  William  C.  Steinmetz,  S.  V.  C;  Samuel  Pea- 
body,  J.  Y.  C. ;  Dr.  J.  W.  Holiday,  Surg. ;  E.  C. 
Bangs,  Chap. ;  T.  R.  Acres,  O.  of  D. ;  H.  H.  Oilman, 
il  M. ;  C.  A.  Davis,  O.  of  G. ;  and  Charles  Spon- 
holtz,  Adjt.  Since  the  revival  of  interest  in  the 
order,  the  post  has  enjo^'ed  an  era  of  marked  pros- 
perity, the  furniture  and  fixtures  of  the  hall  in  tiie 
Starr  building,  now  used  by  the  order,  are  the  prop- 
erty of  the  post.  Meetings  are  well  attended  and 
the  membership  is  now  160.  The  present  officers 
(1888)  are  F.  J.  Disqua,  P.  C. ;  Joseph  Troxel.  Jr.. 
S.  V.  C;  John  H.  Bauer,  J.  V.  C. :  John  Troxel,  Q. 
M.;  Dr.  David  McDill,  Surg.;  Rev.  C.  H.  Stocking, 
Chap. :  John  W.  Coca3'ne,  O.  of  D. ;  George  E.  Du- 
prez.  O.  of  G. :  Charles  Sponholtz,  Adjt. ;  J.  M.  Par- 
ham.  Sergt.  M.,  and  J.  Wertz,  Q.  M.  S. 
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The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  No.  G2,  auxiliary  to 
the  G.  A.  R.,  was  organized  March  24,  1886,  and 
instituted  April  21,  1886.  Its  object  is  to  assist 
such  Union  veterans  as  need  help  and  protection, 
and  to  extend  needful  aid  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  who  have  fallen.  No.  62  has  now 
thirtj'-nine  members  in  good  standing. 

SON.S  OF  VETERANS. 

Philip  M.  Crapo  Camp  No.  36,  of  the  Division 
of  Iowa,  was  mustered  Aug.  12,  1885.  It  has 
flourished  from  the  beginning,  and  now  numbers 
sixty-two  members.  The  camp  is  uniformed  and 
armed  as  infantry-.  A.  E.  Davis  is  Captain.  The 
object  of  this  order  is  '"to  keep  green  the  memories 
of  our  fathers,  and  their  sacrifices  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  Union ;  to  aid  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Re|)ublic  in  the  earing  for  their  help- 
less and  disabled  veterans;  to  extend  aid  and  pro- 
tection to  their  widows  and  orphans;  to  perpetuate 
the  memorj'  and  history  of  their  heroic  dead,  and 
the  proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day;  to  aid  and 
assist  worthy  and  needy  members  of  our  order;  to 
inculcate  patriotistm  and  love  of  country,  not  only 
among  our  membership,  but  among  all  the  people 
of  our  land,  and  to  spread  and  sustain  the  doctrine 
of  equal  rights,  universal  liberty, and  justice  to  all." 

The  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  auxiliary  to  Philip  M_ 
Crapo  Camp  No.  36,  Sons  of  Veterans,  was  organ- 
ized May  31,  1886,  with  sixteen  charter  members. 
Tiie  daughter  of  a  veteran,  or  the  wife  of  a  son  of 
a  veteran,  are  the  only  ones  entitled  to  member- 
ship. The  object  of  the  society-  is  similar  to  that 
of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps. 

MILITIA. 

The  Burlington  Rifles,  Company  H,  2d  Iowa 
National  Guard,  was  organized  and  enlisted  Sept. 
3,  1884.  The  company  mustered  forty-four  men, 
the  first  principal  officers  being  James  A.  Guest, 
Captain;  C.  M.  Greene,  First  Lieutenant;  and  W. 
G.  Adkins,  Second  Lieutenant.  The  company  now 
has  a  membership  of  fifty-four  men,  the  officers  as 
follows:  Charles  Willner,  Captain;  E.  C.  Gnahn, 
First  Lieutenant;  and  E.  N.  Wesner,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. The  company  is  remarkably  well  drilled 
and  disciplined,  and  is  armed  with  Springfield  rifles. 
No.  50  caliber.     It  is  composed  of  enterprising  and 


intelligent  young  men,  who  are  warmly  attached  to 
their  organization,  and  who  are  justly  proud  of  the 
brilliant  record  they  have  made.  Thej'  have  pro- 
vided themselves  with  a  full-dress  and  fatigue  uni- 
form, and  complete  equipment.  They  have  a  com- 
modious club  room  adjoining  the  armory,  fitted 
with  every  convenience  for  comfort,  and  adapted 
for  their  special  use.  The  drill  room  is  60x80 
feet,  the  company  meeting  every  Monday  evening 
for  drill.  During  the  winter  season  they  hold 
social  parties  every  two  weeks,  which  are  well  at- 
tended, and  arc  very  popular  and  enjoyable  gather- 
ings. 

This  company  has  had  an  eventful  career,  and 
has  made  a  brilliant  record.  In  the  competition 
drill  of  the  first  encampment  of  eight  companies, 
they  took  the  third  prize,  consisting  of  $75  in  gold. 
They  participated  in  the  competition  drill  July  4, 
1886,  at  Oskaloosa,  and  captured  the  first  prize. 
They  were  also  awarded  the  prize  of  $75  at  the 
military  drill  at  the  late  county  fair  of  Des  Moines 
County.  By  its  good  record  and  gentlemanly  de- 
portment of  its  officers  and  members,  this  company 
has  achieved  an  enviable  popularity  with  the  good 
citizens  of  Burlington.  They  have  been  banqueted 
and  complimented  on  numerous  occasions,  and  only 
recently  the  company  was  honored  by  the  presenta- 
tion of  an  elegant  stand  of  silk  colors  by  the 
young  ladies  of  Burlington,  which  cost  the  donors 
the  sum  of  $200,  and  vvhich  will  be  cherished  and 
guarded  with  fidelity  by  the  gallant  Burlington 
Rifles. 

IOWA   LEGION  OK   IIONOU. 

This  Older,  having  for  its  object  life  insurance 
on  the  mutual  plan,  is  represented  by  three  lodges — 
Standard  Lodge  No.  56,  Burlington  Lodge  No. 
119.  and  Flint  Hill  Lodge  No.  150.  The  order  is 
doing  well. 

KNIGHTS  or   HONOR. 

Pioneer  Lodge  No.  2396  is  the  onlj'  representa- 
tive of  this  order  in  Burlington,  with  a  member- 
ship of  fourteen.  The  object  of  it  is  insurance  and 
fraternity. 

UNITED    WORKMEN. 

The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  is  repre- 
sented in  this  b.y  those  loyal  to  the  Supreme  Lodge 
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and  those  loyal  to  the  Gianrl  Lodge  of  the  State. 
Of  the  former  there  are  five  lodges,  and  one  I^e- 
gion  of  Select  Knights,  as  follows:  Loyal  Lincoln 
Lodge  No.  l"ir>.  Red  Cross  Lodge  No.  242,  Excel- 
sior Lodge  No.  253,  Custer  Lodge  No.  272,  Bis- 
marck Lodge  No.  275,  and  Constantine  Legion^ 
Select  Knights,  No.  3. 

Of  those  lo}-al  to  the  State  body  there  are  five 
lodges,  as  follows:  Burlington  Lodge  No.  15,  Or- 
chard City  Lodge  No.  27,  Stephenson  Lodge  No. 
34,  Lincoln  Lodge  No.  125,  .ind  Phwnix  Lodge 
No.  142.  That  the  order  is  prosperous  goes  with- 
out saying. 

V.     A.    S.     KKATKRNITV. 

This  order,  whose  object  is  to  promote  fraternity 
and  brotherly  love,  and  to  afford  aid  and  benefit  to 
widows,  orphans  or  heirs  of  deceased  members,  has 
two  societies  in  Burlington,  thefirst  Burlington  Col- 
legium No.  48,  organized  Aug.  16,  1880,  and  hav- 
ing a  jnesent  membership  of  fifty-two,  and  Shoko- 
quon  Collegium  No.  131,  organized  May  3,  1886,^ 
and  having  a  membership  of  sixteen. 

:modki<x  woodmen  of  America. 

This  order  is  re[)reseuted  in  this  city  by  Iowa 
Camp  No.  98.  whicli  was  organized  May  12,  1885. 
It  has  now  sixty-two  members.  The  object  of  the 
order  is  mutual  insurance.  It  pays  §1,000,  $2,000 
or  83,000  at  the  deatli  of  each  member,  or  that 
amount  for  which  he  is  insured. 

KOYAL    AKCANIM. 

Burlington  Council  No.  530  was  instituted  Oct. 
15,  1880;  it  has  now  a  membership  of  fifty-two. 
The  objects  of  the  order  are  to  unite  fraternally  all 
white  men  of  sound  bodily  health  and  good  moral 
character,  who  are  socially  acceptable,  and  between 
twenty-one  and  fiftj'-five  years  of  age,  and  to  give 
all  moral,  social,  educational  and  material  aid  in  its 
power  to  its  members  and  those  dependent  upon 
them. 

BXAI    HRITH    (.lEWISIl). 

Burlington  Lodge  No.  251,  I.  O.  B.  B.,  was  or- 
ganized Nov.  20,  1875,  and  now  numbers  thirt}'- 
five  members.  The  objects  to  be  attained  by  the 
order  are  the  uniting  of  Israelites  in  the  work  of  de- 
veloping, elevating  and  defending  the  mental  and 
moral  cliaracter  of  the   race,  alleviating  the   wants 


of  the  poor  and  needy,  visiting  and  attending  the 
sick,  providing  for,  protecting  and  assisting  the 
widow  and  orphans,  on  the  broadest  principles  of 
humanit}'. 

ROYAL    AUELPHIA. 

Orchard  City  Conclave  No.  77  was  organized 
July  14,  1888,  with  thirty  charter  members.  Its 
object  is  to  unite  fraternallj'  white  men  of  sound 
bodily  health  and  capable  of  earning  a  livelihood; 
also  to  aid  and  assist  members  socially  and  morally. 

RAILROAD    FRATERNITIES. 

The  railioad  employes  of  Burlington  are  well 
organized. 

Burlington  Division  No.  151,  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Engineers,  was  organized  under  char- 
ter from  Grand  Lodge,  dated  Jul^-  6,  1872.  It  has 
a  membership  of  eighty.  The  objects  of  the  order 
are  to  more  effectually  combine  the  interests  of  loco- 
motive engineers,  to  elevate  their  standing  as  such 
and  their  characters  as  men. 

The  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen,  the 
object  of  which  is  self-protection  and  benevolent 
purposes,  is  represented  by  Herald  Lodge  No.  161, 
which  was  organized  Maj-  18,  1873.  It  has  sixtj'- 
five  members. 

The  Order  of  Railway  Conductors  is  represented 
by  Star  Division  No.  31,  which  was  organized  Nov. 
3,  1874.  Its  present  membership  is  ninety.  The 
objects  of  the  order  are  to  improve  its  members 
morally,  socially  and  individually,  and  to  protect 
their  widows  and  orphans  by  a  system  of  insurance. 

Burlington  Lodge  No.  26,  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
ro.ad  Brakemen,  was  organized  Aug.  13,  1884.  It 
is  well  represented  by  the  brakemen  of  this  city. 

Lodge  No.  6,  of  the  Switchmen's  Mutual  Aid 
Association  of  North  America,  was  instituted  in 
April.  1886,  and  has  a  present  membership  of  thirty. 
The  object  of  the  association  is  to  extend  social 
relations  and  afford  assistance  to  one  another  in  case 
of  injury,  accident  or  death. 

trades'    UNIONS. 

The  Trades'  Unions  of  the  county  are  represented 
by  three  Unions. 

Cigar  Makers'   Union   No.   72   was  re-organized    , 
June  14,  1880,  and  now  has  a  membership  of  forty. 
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Its  object  is  the  amelioration  and  final  emancipation 
of  labor. 

Iron  Molriers'  International  Union  of  North 
America  was  organized  by  the  Trades'  Assembly, 
Jan.  14,  1886.  Its  present  membership  is  fort}'- 
seven,  and  the  objects  of  the  Union  are  benevolence 
and  mutual  aid. 

Burlington  Typographical  Union  No.  75  was  or- 
ganized in  February,  1 885.  It  has  fortj'-five  mem- 
bers. The  objects  of  the  Union  are  to  maintain  a 
fair  and  equitable  rate  of  wages,  encouraging  a 
higher  grade  of  proficiency  in  workmanship,  assist 
the  deserving  needy,  and  advance  the  intellectual 
and  social  welfare  of  the  craft. 

KXKJIITS  or  LABOK. 

This  organization  is  represented  bj'  four  assem- 
blies, as  follows:  Burlington  No,  3135;  .South  Hill 
No.  3793;  German  No.  3966;  and  Reliance  (col- 
ored) No.  4734. 

INnKrKN'DKNT  OKDEK  OF  (iOOl)  TKMri.AUS. 

This  order  was  instituted  in  this  city  many  years 
since.  It  has  had  manj'  seasons  of  prosperity  and 
as  man^'  of  adversity.  Several  lodges  have  been 
organized,  worked  for  a  time,  and  ceased  to  exist. 
Sherman  Lodge  No.  76  was  organized  Jul}'  31, 
1882,  with  twenty-one  charter  members.  Its  pres- 
ent membership  is  twenty-seven.  The  following 
was  written  by  a  member  of  the  lodge: 

"  The  object  of  this  order  is  to  'lift  up  the  fallen, 
and  to  save  others  from  falling,'  it  is  therefore 
both  charitable  and  education.il  in  its  nature.  A 
course  of  seven  lectures  was  provided  by  Sherman 
Lodge,  which  were  delivered  in  the  winter  of  1884. 
and  were  a  success  both  intellectually  and  financially. 
Bj'  the  use  of  the  funcis  thus  secured  quite  a  num- 
ber of  persons  were  admitted  to  the  lodge.  But 
through  our  experience  we  became  satisfied  that 
something  more  than  moral  suasion  nork  was  nec- 
essary. Accordingly  an  organization  was  formed 
in  .Inly,  1884,  known  as  the  Union  League,  which 
included  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  lodge  at  that 
time,  and  many  others  outside  the  order,  several  of 
whom,  however,  had  been  members  of  the  order  at 
some  time.  The  object  of  the  Union  League  was 
to  assist  in  the  enforcement  of  the  prohibitory 
liquor  law. 
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"  There  were  about  150  members,  with  the  follow- 
ing-named officers:  G.  M.  Hall,  President;  A.  J. 
Fairbanks.  Vice  President;  F.  M.  Raper,  Secretary: 
H.  E.  Jarvis,  Treasurer.  Directors:  O.  T.  Lowry, 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Hall,  Mrs.  Sharp,  Miss  Emma  Ferr}', 
Rev.  F.  B.  Lowry.  Two  of  the  officers  and  three 
of  the  Directors  being  members  of  the  Good  Temp- 
lars' Lodge,  this  organization  did  some  splendid 
work  in  bringing  suits  against  saloon-keepers  and 
furnishing  evidence  for  their  conviction,  and  virtu- 
<ally  closed  every  saloon  in  the  city.  But  as  the 
law  was  new  it  required  considerable  time  to  get 
decisions  from  the  higher  courts,  to  which  all  liquor 
cases  were  appealed  ;  it  was  impossible  to  keep  them 
closed  pending  these  decisions,  and  as  a  result  the 
effort  was  only  a  partial  success.  Subsequently  this 
society  was  re-organized,  and  for  further  particulars 
see  Burlington  Township  Alliance. 

"  Mr.  J.  H.  Taylor,  a  charter  member  of  tlie  lodge, 
brought  the  first  suit  against  a  saloon-keeper  under 
the  new  prohibitory  law  in  the  .States.  A  large 
number  of  the  cases  that  were  carried  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  State,  and  to  the  Fedcrnl 
Courts  from  this  county,  were  instituted  by  mem- 
bers of  Sherman  Lodge.  This,  however,  has  all  been 
done  by  individual  members  and  not  by  the  lodge, 
yet  the  necessity  for  this  work  and  the  impetus 
given  it  was  largely  the  result  of  the  educational 
influence  of  the  order.  It  became  evident  through 
this  education  and  our  own  experience  that  men 
cannot  be  successfully  taken  away  from  the  saloons, 
it  is  therefore  necessary  to  take  the  saloons  away 
from  men. 

"In  1884  a  Good  Templars'  Band  of  Hope  was 
organized  at  Patterson  Hall.  About  130  persons, 
old  and  j'oung,  took  a  pledge  to  abstain  from  the 
use  of  tobacco  and  intoxicants  of  all  kinds,  Mrs.  H. 
A.  Hall  was  Superintendent.  The  educational  is  still 
the  principal  work  of  the  lodge.  Large  numbers  of 
temperance  tracts  and  leaflets  have  been  distributed 
and  addressed,  delivered  by  prominent  men  and 
women  of  this  and  other  counties.  At  present  we 
are  placing  between  200  and  300  pages  of  tem- 
perance literature  in  the  street-car  barns  and  rail- 
road passenger  depots  in  the  city,  weekly.  Twice 
Sherman  Lodge  has  been  recognized  by  the  selection 
of   its  members  as   officers  of   the  Grand  Lodge. 
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In  1884  G.  M.  Hall  was  chosen  Grand  Marshal, 
.and  in  1886  Mrs.  Henderson  was  chosen  Grand 
Vice  Templar.  The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  animal 
session   in  Burlington,  in  August,   1886." 

women's  christian  temperance  vnion. 

In  October,  1878,  the  Burlington  Union  w.as  or- 
ganized with  thirty  members.  From  this  begin- 
ning it  grew  to  be  nearly  100  strong.  For  the  cause 
of  temperance  in  this  city  it  has  faithfullj-  worked, 
and  it  has  accomplished  much  good  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

15UKLINGTON   SCIENTIFIC   SOCIETY. 

This  society  was  organized  in  1884,  and  re-or- 
ganized Dec.  8,  1885.  Its  object  is  to  create  an 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  public  in  the  study  of  nat- 
ural science,  interest  the  young,  and  to  develop  the 
natural  histor}'  of  Des  Moines  County.  The  lec- 
tures of  Prof.  Charles  W.achsmuth,  of  Burlington, 
upon  paleocrinoidea,  who  is  well  known,  and  a 
recognized  authority  upon  that  branch  of  paleon- 
tolog}',  have  increased  the  desires  of  many  to  a  new 
interest  in  the  study  of  that  peculiar  fauna  of  the 
Burlington  rocks.  The  other  departments  have 
been  ably  filled,  and  all  who  have  attended  have 
been  well  pleased  and  profited. 

OHACTAIQLA   EITEKARV   AND  SCIENTIFIC  CIRCLE. 

This  organization  originated  witii  Dr.  Vincent  in 
1878,  having  for  its  object  the  promotion  of  intel- 
ligence and  culture.  Burlington  Circle  was  organ- 
ized in  October,  188.3,  with  some  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Burlington.  It  has  a  present  member- 
ship of  twentj',  some  of  its  members  having  com- 
pleted the  course. 

<  IIAI  TAVi^JlA    I.HKl!Al;V   rIK(  I.E. 

This  circle  first  banded  together  in  1886,  for 
the  purpose  of  literary  and  scientific  study,  and  in 
September,  1887,  formally  organized  under  the 
above  title.  There  are  about  thirty-six  active  and 
eight  associate  members. 

OTHER   SOCIETIES. 

In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned,  there  are 
other  societies  for  benevolent  and  social  purposes, 
among  which  are  two  branches  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic   Mutual  Protection   Society   of    Iowa,    with    a 


membership  of  about  100;  Turn  Gemeinde  (Tur- 
ners), organized  in  1855;  Germania  Benevolent 
Societ3%  organized  in  1851 ;  the  Shokoquon  Club; 
three  d.ancing  clubs;  Irish  National  League;  Gotha, 
a  Swedish  Benevolent  Societj^;  Hibernians,  two 
divisions;  I.  C.  Society  for  ladies  only;  Burlington 
Schuetzen  Verein ;  National  Association  of  Station- 
ary Engineers;  Burlington  Lodge  No.  24;  Danish 
Brotherhood  of  America;  Butchers'  Benevolent  As- 
sociation. 

COMMERCIAL  CLLIi. 

This  organization  was  instituted  Aug.  18,  1887, 
with  a  membership  of  fifty  persons.  The  follow- 
ing resolution  adopted  at  one  of  their  meetings  sets 
forth  its  aims  and  objects: 

Jiesoh-ed,  That  we  declare  the  object  of  the  mem- 
bers in  organizing  the  Commercial  Club  is  to  pro- 
mote the  commercial  interests  of  Burlington  by  the 
social  intercour.se  of  the  members,  a  free  exchange 
of  views,  and  bj'  organized  efforts.  Recognizing 
the  fact  that  our  railroads,  m.anufactures.  mercan- 
tile establishments,  financial  institutions,  etc.,  are 
some  of  the  chief  factors  that  enter  into  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  our  town,  with  them  we  are  in 
full  accord,  and  to  them  therefore  we  may  look  for 
encouragement  and  assistance  of  a  moral,  and  at  all 
times  of  a  substantial  nature.  As  members  of  this 
club,  we  are  but  citizens  of  Burlington,  and  the 
public  welfare  in  a  commercial  sense  shall  be  our 
concern.  By  harmonizing  if  possible  these  various 
commercial  interests,  by  united  action  and  presist- 
ent  effort  we  hope  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
our  business  men,  and  the  ajiproval  of  the  public 
in  general." 

The  plans  of  the  club  are  sirailiar  to  that  of  the 
Commercial  Club  of  Chicago,  the  Commercial  Club 
of  Cincinnati,  and  the  Jobbers'  Union  of  Minneap- 
olis and  St.  Paul,  all  of  which  have  been  potent 
factors  in  building  u))  and  benefiting  those  cities  in 
many  ways.  A  liberal  membershij)  fee  and  annual 
dues  will  allow  the  clu!)  to  comfortably  furnish  and 
maintain  the  handsome  club  building  now  being 
erected  for  it  on  Valley  street,  by  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' Society. 

That  a  deep  interest  is  taken  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  club  by  its  members  is  shown  in  the  full  at- 
tendance at  cveiy  regular  nionthl}'   business  meet- 
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ing,  almost  the  entire  membership  being  present, 
and  the  affairs  brought  up  being  fully  and  sharply 
debated,  and  criticised  by  nearly  all.  Matters  are 
discussed  that  pertain  to  the  welfare  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  to  the  building  up  of  Burlington.  Guests 
of  the  city,  visitors  or  strangers  seeking  a  business 
location,  are  met  and  cordially  welcomed  here,  and 
anj'  letters  or  communications  relating  to  such  ob- 
jects as  the  club  wishes  to  further  and  promote 
written  to  any  of  its  officers  or  members  have 
prompt  attention.  The  Commercial  Club  wishes  to 
be  considered  at  all  times  a  factor  of  the  city  in 
helping  advance  the  material  welfare  of  Burlington. 
Philip  M.  Crapo  is  the  President;  .S.  R.  McConnell. 
A^ice  President;  J.  T.  Chaplen,  Secretary;  John  T. 
Remey,  Treasurer. 

1!0.\I!D  OK  TRADK. 

On  the  1st  day  of  February.  1873,  an  organiza- 
tion was  effected  under  the  name  of  the  Burlington 
Board  of  Trade,  having  for  its  object  the  advance- 
ment of  the  material  interests  of  the  city.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  association  was  fi.xed  at 
850,000.  divided  into  .500  shares  of  $10  eacli.  The 
association  has  done  much  good  for  the  city  in 
advertising  its  advantages  and  inviting  capital  to 
make  investments  here.  The  present  officers  are: 
Philip  M.  Crapo,  President;  M.  R.  Derby.  First 
Vice  President;  A.  A.  Perkins,  .Second  Vice  Presi- 
dent; J.  E.  Nisbet,  Secretary. 

DKS  MOINES  COUNTY   MKDICAL    Six  IKTY. 

This  society  was  organized  Nov.  13,  1873,  and 
has  since  held  regular  meetings.  It  has  now  twenty- 
two  members,  with  Dr.  W.  W.  Nassau,  President; 
Dr.  J.  C.  Stone,  Vice  President;  Dr.  G.  B.  Little. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

DKS  MOINES  COUXTV   A(;UIL'l  I.TURAL  SOCIKTY. 

This  society  was  first  organized  in  18.52,  and  was 
rp-organized  Ma}'  28,  18.59,  since  which  time  it  has 
had  a  fairly  prosperous  career.  The  present  officers 
are:  John  Patterson,  President;  William  F.  John- 
son, Vice  President ;  II.  C.Garrett,  Treasurer;  F. 
G.  Jones,  Secretary. 

BlRLrNCiTON   nOATING    ASSOCIATION. 

The  idea  of  organizing  a  boat  club  at  Burlington 
4»  


originated  with  some  of  the  young  men  of  the  city 
in  the  winter  of  1873-74,  and  early  in  February  of 
the  latter  year  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  office    of 

C.  F.  Hodges  in  the  Central  Block,  and  an  organi- 
zation was  effected,  having  for  its  object  '-the  en- 
couragement of  rowing  and    all  manl}'   exercises." 

D.  W.  Peasley  was  chosen  President,  and  C.  M. 
Schenck  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  articles  of  incor- 
poration were  filed  for  record  Feb.  18,  1875;  shares 
were  fixed  at  Si5  each,  and  the  capital  was  limited 
toSil,000.  The  signers  to  the  original  articles  of 
incorporation  were  as  follows:  J.  C.  Osgood,  J.  H. 
Dorinan,  F.  F.  Comnor,  C.  W.  Bodeman,  Walter 
AVhite.  H.  H.  White,  L.  C.  Walbridge,  J.  S.  Cam- 
eron,  C.  F.  Hodges,  .1.  S.  Floyd,  I.  C.  McConnell, 
L.  R.  Fix,  J.  S.  Denslow,  A.  B.  Cleghorn,  D.  W. 
Peasley,  C.  C.  Fowler,  E.  S.  Jaqua,  Fred  Putnam, 
J.  J.  Ohert  and  C.  M.  Schenck.  The  active  mem- 
bership was  at  first  limited  to  thirty,  but  afterward 
increased  to  thirty-five  and  later  to  100.  The  City 
Council  granted  the  association  the  privilege  of 
erecting  a  boat  house  on  Front  street,  between 
Valley  and  Market.  The  first  house  was  completed 
in  the  spring  of  1875,  and  was  a  one-story  frame 
building,  16x50  feet,  and  the  fleet  of  the  associ.a- 
tion  consisted  of  only  outrigged  skiffs,  the  personal 
property  of  individual  members,  and  during  the 
season  of  1875  the  principal  use  of  the  fleet  was  to 
convey  picnic  parties  to  and  from  the  islands  above 
town,  where  the  entire  membership  was  accustomed 
to  assemble  once  a  week.  The  business  meeting  of 
the  association  continued  to  be  held  at  Mr.  Hodges' 
office,  and  later  in  the  Gear  building,  corner  of 
Main  and  Wallej'  streets,  until  the  spring  of  1876, 
when  a  club  room  was  rented  on  the  corner  of  Val- 
ley and  Front  streets.  This  room  was  vacated  in 
1878,  and  until  the  completion  of  the  new  boat 
house,in  1879  meetings  were  held  at  the  Gorham 
Hotel,  or  at  the  Barrett  House.  The  association 
prospered,  and  the  membership  kept  up  to  the  re- 
quired limit.  First  a  racing  shell  was  purchased  in 
1876,  and  from  that  date  the  association  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  all  regattas  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley.  The  organization  of  the  "Mississippi  Val- 
ley Amateur  Rowing  Association"  was  largely  due 
to  the  efforts  of  J.  C.  Osgood.  Its  growth  necessi- 
tated the   building  of  more   commodious  quarters, 
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and  in  1879  it  was  rletermined  to  build  a  larger 
boat  house.  The  membership  rapidly  increased 
from  thirty-five  to  eighty,  the  capital  stock  was 
raised  to  $10,000,  and  a  new  house,  a  frame  build- 
ing 32x80  feet,  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old 
one.  Tlie  ground  floor  had  a  storing  capacitj'  for 
fort}'  boats,  and  in  addition  to  the  boat  room  had 
four  bathrooms,  thirtj'-eigiit  lockers  and  a  jani- 
tor's room.  The  second  story  contained  a  ladies' 
dressing-room,  assembly  room  and  a  commodious 
hall.  An  ornamental  facade  and  balcony  adorned 
the  outside,  which  were  connected  witli  the  hall  by 
doors  on  the  noith  and  east  sides.  The  ladies' 
waiting-room  and  assembly  rooms  were  handsomely 
furnished,  and  the  house  was  a  favorite  place  of 
resort  for  the  members  and  their  friends. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  4,  1881,  the  house  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  which  originated  in  a  small  build- 
ing adjoining  on  the  south,  while  a  regatta  was  in 
progress  on  the  river.  The  balconies  and  flof)rs 
were  crowded  with  spectators,  but  no  panic  oc- 
curred, and  all  escaped  without  injury.  The  build- 
ing was  totally  destroyed  and  a  large  number  of 
boats  damaged.  A  meeting  was  held  the  same 
evening  at  the  law-office  of  Tracy,  Dodge  &  Dodge, 
which  was  attended  by  most  of  the  members,  but 
while  the  loss  of  tlie  house  was  a  serious  misfortune, 
the  association,  with  characteristic  energy,  im- 
mediatel}'  began  the  erection  of  a  building  which 
was  designed  to  be  more  complete  in  its  appoint- 
ments, more  commodious  and  handsome  than  the 
old  one.  The  new  house  was  completed  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1 882,  on  the  site  of  the  former,  and  the  new 
building  is  ninety  feet  in  length,  sixty-two  in  width, 
and  two  stories  high.  The  style  is  that  of  a  Swiss 
cottage,  expanded  and  modified  to  suit  the  purposes 
of  construction,  and  is  built  on  an  oak  piling  at  a 
convenient  level  above  high  water.  On  the  lower 
floor  are  boat  room,  bowling  alley,  dressing  and 
l)ath  rooms,  and  the  former  is  twenty-nine  feet  wide, 
sevent3'-uine  feet  long,  and  twelve  feet  high,  and 
contains  all  the  water  craft  belonging  to  the  club 
ami  individual  members.  The  fleet  consists  of 
twent3'-seven  pleasure  boats,  three  six-oared  barges 
(two  cedar,  one  j>aper),  two  pair  oared  shell,  two 
double  shells,  two  double  working  boats,  two  single 
working  boats,   three    four-oared  shells,  one   four- 


oared  gig,  six  single  shells,  three  Racine  canoes  for 
sailing  or  rowing,  one  steam  launch  and  three  sail- 
boats. The  value  of  these  boats  is  about  §.5.000, 
and  they  are  as  good  in  finish,  qualit}'  and  design  as 
can  be  had  in  the  country.  The  wing  on  the  south 
of  the  building  is  eightj'-six  feet  long  and  contains 
a  double  l)owling  alley,  constructed  according  to 
the  most  approved  methods.  The  north  wing  con- 
tains the  bathrooms,  15^x181  feet,  which  are  sup- 
plied with  three  shower-baths,  and  one  bath  tnb, 
closet,  etc.  Adjoining  is  the  dressing-room,  where- 
in are  stationed  along  the  side  fifty-one  lockers, 
tastefully  finished.  The  janitor's  room  is  8x15^^  feet, 
and  adjoins  the  entrance  vestibule,  which  is  14^x 
15^  feet,  and  from  which  doors  open  into  the  boat 
and  janitor's  rooms,  while  a  staircase  seven  feet 
wide  leads  to  the  landing,  l.")^x20  feet,  from  which 
one  enters  the  apartments  upon  the  upper  floor. 
These  consist  of  a  main  hall,  29^x54^  feet,  which  is 
divided  from  the  reception  room  by  six  folding- 
doors,  which,  when  opened,  increase  the  size  of  the 
hall  to  29^^x84  feet.  The  walls  of  jthese  rooms  are 
twelve  feet  high,  the  ceiling  following  the  roof  line 
to  a  central  height  of  twenty-four  feet;  the  whole  is 
subdivided  by  ornate  wooden  trusses,  from  which 
are  suspended  the  gas  chandeliers.  A  balcony'  1 7xG 
feet  projects  into  the  hall  from  the  east  end  of 
the  building,  and  is  reached  by  an  outside  balcony 
30x7  feet.  The  walls  and  ceiling  are  elaborately 
frescoed  in  an  oriental  design  of  man_y  tints,  and  the 
reception  room  is  carpeted,  the  windows  draped 
with  lambrequins,  and  supplied  with  furniture  of 
appropriate  character.  Immediately  over  the  en- 
trance vestibule  is  the  ladies'  private  parlor,  12x15^ 
feet,  which  is  most  tastefully'  furnished.  The  en- 
tire upper  floor  of  the  south  wing  is  divided  into 
club  rooms,  one  16^x20,  the  other  15^x30,  and  a 
billiard-room  15^x48^  feet,  in  which  are  placed  two 
tables  of  standard  make.  A  splendid  feature  (jf 
the  building  is  the  extensive  and  well  sheltered  bal- 
cou}',  which  affords  a  splendid  view  of  the  river  and 
city.  The  spacious  veranda  over  the  north  wing 
of  the  building  is  15x46  feet,  and  so  constructed 
that  its  sides  can  be  enclosed  and  the  space  utilized 
as  a  gymnasium.  The  front  balcony  is  62x7t}  feet, 
with  a  center  projection  of  11x30  feet.  Above 
this  on  the  cast  gable  of  the  building  is  a  band  bal- 
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cony,  7x30  feet,  where  the  musicians  are  stationed 
during  regattas,  and  another  prominent  and  at- 
tractive feature  of  the  structure  is  a  round  tower, 
fifty-six  feet  high,  witli  belfry  and  conical  roof, 
which  contains  a  screw  staircase  by  which  the  upper 
balcony  and  roof  are  reached.  The  building  is 
supplied  with  gas,  water,  and  all  the  ap()liances  of 
convenience  and  comfort,  and  its  cost  was  about 
$9,000. 

The  present  officers  are:  E.  S.  Phelps.  President; 
J.  J.  Olirt,  Vice-President;  O.  Wbit  Smith,  Secre- 
tary; C.  G.  Mauro,  Treasurer;  R.  A.  Belding, 
Financial  Secretary ;  K.  L.  Parsons,  Captain ;  G.  H. 
Kriechbaiim,  First  Lieutenant;  John  T.  Gardner, 
Second  Lieutenant;  and  W.  H.  Mauro  and  A.  B. 
Cleghorn,  Executive  Committee.  This  association 
is  one  of  the  institutions  of  which  the  Burlington 
people  have  a  right  to  be  proud.  It  furnishes  in- 
nocent and  healthful  amusement,  promotes  mus- 
cular development,  and  provides,  in  its  well-ar- 
ranged, elegant  and  commodious  boat  house,  an 
attractive  and  safe  place  of  resort  for  its  members 
and  friends.  By  its  regattas  it  entertains  the 
general  public,  and  attracts  to  the  city  many 
strangers  whose  acquaintance  it  is  desirable  to  cul- 
tivate. 

STREET    RAILWAYS. 

Burlington  is  well  supplied  with  street  railways 
extending  from  near  the  river  to  the  extreme  north, 
south  and  west  portions  of  the  city. 

The  Burlington  Street  Railwa}'  was  the  pioneer 
of  this  enterprise,  its  organization  having  been  ef- 
fected May  29,  1873.  N.  S.  Young  was  the  con- 
tractor, who  began  work  Sept.  10,  1873,  and  com- 
pleted it  on  the  last  day  of  that  3'ear.  The  track 
commences  at  Jefferson  and  Fourth  streets,  and 
runs  by  way  of  Fourth,  Division,  Eighth,  Maple 
and  West  Boundary  to  the  city  limits.  The  origi- 
nal track  was  two  and  one-quarter  miles  in  length, 
and  cost  $1G,750.  Including  the  equipments,  the 
total  cost  was  $35,000.  The  company  then  owned 
four  cars,  which  cost  them  $900  each. 

Its  capital  stock  is  now  $100,000.  The  track 
has  been  leased  by  John  Patterson  for  many  years, 
and  the  line  has  been  extended  and  improved,  and 
stock  and  cars  added.  Charles  T.  Patterson  is  the 
present  Superintendent. 
4* 


The  LTnion  Street  Railway  Company  was  formed 
by  the  union  of  the  three  companies,  the  West  Hill, 
the  North  Hill  and  Prospect  Hill.  The  West  Hill 
was  organized  on  Feb.  6,  1875,  the  contract  let  to 
A.  W'.  Manning  in  May,  and  the  road  was  com- 
pleted September  1  of  that  year.  The  tr.ack  is  two 
miles  long,  running  up  Jefferson  street  to  Bound- 
ary and  then  southwest,  touching  Valley,  Marshall, 
Smith,  Pond,  Amelia,  Leebrick  and  Foster  streets. 
The  road  cost  nearly  $1 3,000.  The  barn  cost  $2,200, 
and  four  street  cars  about  $3,200.  It  was  sold  at 
sheriff's  sale,  in  1879,  at  $8,200. 

The  North  Hill  Street  Railway  Company  was  also 
organized  about  May  1,  1875,  and  A.  W.  Manning 
built  this  road,  also  the  West  Hill  road.  The  track 
touches  W.ashington,  Fourth,  High,  Sixth,  Frank- 
lin, Eighth,  North  Oak  and  Osborn  streets,  .and 
runs  from  near  the  Haiok-Eye  office  to  the  north- 
west limits  of  the  city.  The  track  is  nearlj'  three 
miles  in  length,  and  cost  about  $16,500. 

The  Prospect  Hill  Line  Company  was  organized 
Sept.  15,  1875,  in  which  George  Robertson,  George 
Swenjs  James  I.  Gilliert,  Dr.  G.  R.  Henry  and 
J.  A.  Slocomb  were  Directors;  George  Robertson 
was  President;  George  Sweny,  Vice  President  and 
Secretary;  and  G.  R.  Henry,  Treasurer.  N.  S. 
Young  built  the  roadbed,  and  the  total  cost  of  the 
road   was  $13,500. 

These  three  lines  united,  together  with  exten- 
sions and  improvements,  have  twelve  miles  of 
road,  twenty-five  cars,  105  head  of  stock,  mostly 
horses,  and  operate  their  road  on  every  hill  in  the 
city.  Frank  Jones,  Esq.,  is  the  present  Superin- 
tendent. 

W^ATER     VrORKS. 

The  Burlington  Water  Works  were  built  by  the 
Burlington  Water  CompanJ^  The  contract  between 
the  company  and  the  city  for  furnishing  the  city 
with  water  was  executed  Oct.  4,  1877,  and  work 
was  begun  on  the  plant  Oct.  6,  1877,  and  the  com- 
pany filling  all  the  requirements  of  the  contract,  the 
works  were  completed,  tested,  and  accepted  by  the 
city  May  31,  1878,  and  June  6,  1878,  they  com- 
menced to  furnish  the  city  and  citizens  with  water. 
The  water  company's  plant  to-day  consists  of 
about  twenty  miles  of  mains,  with  214  fire  hy- 
drants.    They  have   1,477    consumers,    and    their 
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puraping  capacity  consists  of  one  3,000,000  gallon 
engine,  and  one  3,500,000  gallon,  the  total  capacity 
being  6.500.000  gallons  per  twenty-four  hours. 
Burlington  unquestionablj'  has  the  best  sj'stera  of 
M'ater  supply  of  any  city  in  Iowa.  It  has  a  purer 
quality  of  water  than  Chicago,  a  better  pressure 
than  St.  Louis,  and  one  of  the  most  complete,  ef- 
fective systems  of  fire  protection  of  any  city  in  the 
West.  There  have  been  no  disastrous  fires  in  Bur- 
lington since  the  building  of  the  water  works. 
Property  is  protected,  insurance  rates  kept  down, 
and  the  superior  sanitary  condition  of  the  city 
maintained  by  its  ample  supplj-  of  water. 

THE    FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

Burlington  can  proudly  boast  of  one  of  the  best 
and  most  efficient  fire  departments  in  the  West. 
The  facilities  which  the  city  commands  for  the  suc- 
cessful combating  of  the  fire  fiend  are  ample,  the 
apparatus  owned  by  the  city  is  complete,  almost 
entirely  new,  and  of  the  most  approved  st3'le  and 
workmanship,  the  city  authorities  always  having 
been  liberal  in  their  appropriations  for  this  impor- 
tant department.  There  are  at  present  seven  dif- 
ferent hose  stations,  wisel}'  located  so  as  to  afford 
immediate  protection  to  every  part  of  the  city,  and 
at  a  near  enough  distance  from  each  other  to  con- 
centrate a  sufficient  force  at  ever}-  point  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  The  excellent  water- works  system  that 
the  citj'  possesses  does  away  with  the  necessity  of 
fire  engines,  the  force  of  the  pumps  at  the  water 
works  being  sufficient  to  throw  a  sufficient  number 
of  streams  any  requisite  height,  even  at  the  points 
of  highest  elevation  within  the  fire  district. 

The  fire  force  is  a  credit  to  the  citj-.  It  con- 
sists throughout  of  thoroughly  efficient,  well- 
drilled,  faithful,  sober  and  reliable  men.  Their 
discipline  is  excellent,  while  the  efficiency  of  their 
work  has  been  proved  time  and  again.  In  the  last 
ten  years  Burlington  has  not  had  any  very  exten- 
sive conflagrations :  whenever  the  loss  at  a  fire  was 
large,  it  was  owing  as  much  to  the  water  as  to  the 
fire,  the  efficiency  of  the  work  of  the  department 
succeeding  in  almost  every  case  to  confine  the  flames 
to  the  building  where  they  originated.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  department 
and  its  excellent  management. 


The  present  chief  of  the  department  is  William 
Franken,  who  has  held  the  position  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  is  a  thoroughly  competent  and  experi- 
enced officer,  unceasing  in  his  zeal,  and  possessed  of 
a  cool  head  and  a  quick  judgment  that  have  proved 
invaluable  on  many  occasions.  Charles  M.  Wagner 
is  Assistant  Engineer,  and  a  thoroughly  reliable  and 
efficient  officer. 

BURLINGTON    TELEPHONE    SYSTEM. 

The  history  of  the  Burlington  Telephone  Com- 
pany calls  to  mind  the  interesting  fact  that  this  city 
was  the  first  to  introduce  and  utilize  the  "exchange 
and  switch  board  system"  in  connection  with  the 
Bell  telephone.  It  was  first  introduced  here  for  the 
service  of  the  fire  department,  and  operations  were 
begun  in  July,  1879.  The  second  city  to  make  use  of 
the  great  advantage  offered  b}'  the  invention  of  the 
switch  and  exchange  board  was  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
The  rapid  growth  of  the  telephone  interests  may 
correctl}^  be  dated  from  the  time  when  the  system 
was  first  put  into  practical  use  in  Burlington. 

The  service  in  Burlington  was  started  with  twenty 
subscribers  and  one  operator,  but  it  grew  very 
rapidly  in  importance  and  public  favor,  and  before 
long  it  was  extended  over  the  whole  city.  In  No- 
vember, 1879,  Mr.  George  A.Duncan  bought  a  half 
interest  in  the  enterprise,  and  the  develoi^ment  of 
the  system  now  proceeded  rapidly,  new  lines  being 
built  at  once.  In  June,  1883,  the  entire  stock  was 
sold  to  the  Iowa  Union  Telephone  Company,  of 
Davenport.  The  exchange  subscription  has  con- 
stantly and  steadily  increased.  Toll  lines  have  been 
built  all  over  the  surrounding  country,  and  messages 
can  be  and  are  being  sent  to  almost  every  town  and 
city  within  a  radius  of  500  miles. 

In  the  winter  of  1886  the  main  lines  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  city  were  all  rebuilt  at  great  expense, 
and  700  feet  of  lead-covered  cable  were  put  up, 
thus  avoiding  the  large  number  of  wires  that  other- 
wise would  have  been  brought  to  the  terminal  at 
the  central  office.  The  total  number  of  subscribers 
is  at  present  265.  fifty-six  new  subscribers  having 
been  added  since  April  1.  1887. 

ST.  FRANCIS    HOSPITAL. 

This  institution  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Fifth 
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and  Elm  sti'eets.  The  building  is  in  size  52x121 
feet,  comprising  a  cfiitial  building  40x52  feet,  of 
three  stories  and  basement,  and  two  wings  of  two 
stories  and  attic.  The  central  building  is  fifty-four 
feet  high  from  foundation  to  the  roof  crest,  and 
eight^'-five  from  the  sidewalk  to  the  top  of  the  sur- 
mounting cross.  *  The  whole  is  conveniently  ar- 
ranged for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended,  and  is 
a  model  institution  of  its  kind.  Its  total  cost  was 
about  $18,000. 

GRAND    OPERA    MOUSE. 

This  magnificent  structure  was  completed  and  oc- 
cupied in  January,  1882,  and  still  fairly  holds  the 
lead  among  the  ornaments  of  the  city.  Its  front  is 
of  cut  stone  and  pressed  brick  of  the  very  finest 
quality;  its  design  is  an  improvement  on  that  of  the 
Chicago  Academy  of  Music,  very  nearly  of  the  same 
class  of  achitecture,  and  the  building  complete  cost 
$83,000.  The  seating  capacity  is  1,200,  of  which 
the  parquet,  32x40,  has  152  chairs,  the  dress  circle 
104  and  the  balconj'  234.  From  entnmce  to  front 
of  stage  is  81  feet;  depth  of  stage,  35  feet;  auditor- 
ium, 65x08;  depth  of  building,  117^  feet;  width  in 
front,  72|  feet;  width  in  rear,  90  feet  and  5  inches; 
height  of  building,  64  feet;  of  dome,  92  feet.  The 
building  is  warmed  by  furnaces  and  lighted  by  elec- 
tricity and  gas. 

This  is  the  finest  opera  house  in  the  State,  the 
upholstery,  scenery,  painting  and  other  inside  work 
being  unsurpassed  b}'  anytiiing  in  the  West,  and, 
with  the  added  decoration  of  living  flowers,  is,  in- 
deed, "  a  thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  forever."  The 
best  and  most  noted  cojnpanies  in  America,  among 
which  have  recently  appeared  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
J.  Florence,  Dunlap-McCall  Opera  Compan}',  Mod- 
jeska  and  Fannie  Davenport,  include  the  "Grand" 
among  their  favorites.  The  orchestra  is  one  of  the 
very  best,  the  ushers  are  in  uniform,  and  the  man- 
agement is  ever  solicitous  for  the  comfort  of  its 
patrons. 

CITY   HALL. 

The  City  Hall  is  located  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  Washington  and  Fourth  streets,  and  in  the  same 
block  in  which  the  post-office  and  Grand  Opera 
House  are  located.  The  building  is  44x80  feet, 
three  stories  high,  built  of  brick,  painted  sandstone 
color,  and  has  limestone  foundations.     It  was  orig- 


inally designed  by  its  builders.  Rand  &  Starr,  for 
a  public  hall  in  its  upper  story — "  Marion  Hall" — 
and  offices  iu  the  first  and  second  stories.  After 
having  been  used  for  these  purposes  several  years 
it  was  leased  to  the  county  for  a  court-house,  for 
which  it  was  used  eight  or  ten  years,  the  upper 
story  serving  as  a  court-room,  and  the  other  for 
county  offices,  jury  rooms,  etc.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  the  county  leased  another  building,  but  that 
was  soon  burned  down,  and  "Marion  Hall "  again 
leased,  where  the  courts  were  held  and  the  records 
kept  until  the  new  court-house  was  completed. 
The  city  of  Burlington  then  (1883)  purchased  the 
building  for  the  city  offices,  records  and  courts,  at 
a  cost  of  §11,500,  and  since  that  time  it  has  been  the 
cit}'  headquarters,  including  the  police,  the  chief 
having  his  office  there.  The  upper  story  is  devoted 
entirely  to  the  use  of  the  Burlington  Librarj',  which 
was  established  as  a  free  library  in  1 885. 

THE  COLRT-HOUSE. 

One  of  the  largest  and  most  costly  buildings  of 
the  State  is  the  Des  Moines  County  Court  House, 
completed  in  April,  1882,  at  a  cost,  including  fur- 
niture, of  $130,000.  This  building  was  intended  to 
be  fireproof,  and  perhaps  is  as  nearly  so  as  auj' 
building  in  the  State,  there  being  no  wood  used  in 
its  construction  except  doors,  windows  and  fur- 
niture. The  body  and  dome  are  of  cut  sandstone, 
brought  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  main 
part  of  the  structure,  having  double  walls,  the  inner 
part  is  of  brick.  The  joists  are  of  iron,  ceiling  of 
currugated  heav}'  sheet  iron,  above  which  and  be- 
tween the  joists  is  filled  with  concrete,  on  which 
are  placed  the  solid  stone  floors.  The  roof  is  of 
terra  cotta,  and  windows  filled  with  French  plate 
glass.  The  building  is  very  large  and  furnishes 
ample  room  for  all  the  county  offices,  the  various 
courts  and  public  mass  meetings.  The  architecture 
is  composite,  or  Italian-Roman  and  Greek,  the  latter 
pertaining  to  the  dome,  and  the  former  to  the  main 
portion  of  the  edifice. 

BURLINGTON  INSURANCE  COMPANY. 

This  company,  organized  in  1860,  is  one  of  the 
prominent  financial  institutions  of  Iowa.  It  began 
business  upon  the  modest  capital  of  $25,000,  which 
was   subsequently   increased    to   $50,000,    then   to 
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$100,000,  and  eventually  to  $200,000,  which  is  paid 
up  in  cash.  The  Burlington  is  one  of  the  oldest 
fire  insurance  companies  in  the  State,  and  a  pioneer 
in  the  field  of  insurance  against  loss  caused  l\v  tor- 
nadoes and  windstorms,  a  branch  of  the  business 
which  the  people  of  tiie  West  are  learning  to  ap- 
preciate more  Ihoruiighly  year  after  j'ear.  as  its 
benefits  are  repeatedly  made  manifest  with  the 
annual  recurrence  of  tiie  tornado  season,  and  its 
attendant  destruction  of  properly. 

The  company  writes  carefully,  restricting  its 
operations  within  the  limits  of  absolute  safety  to  its 
policy  and  stockholders  alike,  and  owing  to  this 
systematic  regulation  of  its  business,  cannot  sustain 
at  anj^  one  time  a  loss  much  greater  than  a  pre- 
viously' fixed  and  known  amount,  in  an}'  section  of 
its  territory.  The  President  of  the  company  is 
John  G.  Miller,  who  is  also  General  Manager  and 
Treasurer.  J.acob  Alter  is  Secretary,  and  the  stock- 
holders include  the  leading  capitalists  and  influ- 
ential business  men  of  Burlington  and  Southeastern 
Iowa,  most  of  whom  have  been  identified  with  the 
company  from  the  beginning.  In  July,  1874,  Mr. 
Miller,  then  General  Agent  of  the  Burlington,  was 
elected  Secretarj'  and  Director.  In  Januarj-,  1  882, 
the  Directorate  constituted  him  Secretary  and 
General  Manager.  The  former  President,  Hon.  Wol- 
cott  Seymour,  died  Oct.  19,  1884.  He  was  a  native 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  located  in  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  in  1838.  A  man  of  sterling  qualities 
and  unimpeachable  integrity,  he  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  community,  which  had  honored  him 
with  several  important  positions  of  public  trust. 
Upon  his  death  Mr.  Miller  was  chosen,  by  a  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Directors,  as  his  successor,  the 
offices  of  President  and  General  Manager  being  then 
consolidated. 

Under  the  present  management  the  Burlington 
Insurance  Company  has  steadily  advanced,  and, 
while  sacrificing  none  of  its  conservative  principles, 
has  acquired  a  reputation  for  enterprise  and  liber- 
ality in  its  treatment  of  policj'-holders  and  prompt 
payment  of  losses  second  to  that  of  no  other  fire 
insurance  company  in  the  Union.  The  annual  cash 
income  of  the  Burlington  from  premium  receipts 
and  investments  averages  about  S250.000,  while  its 
loss  and   expense  jratio  are  very  moderate,  the  net 


result  of  each  year's  business  being  correspondingly 
satisfactory,  and  evincing  the  excellence  of  the 
management  in  control  of  the  company's  operations. 

Competition  in  the  business  of  fire  insurance  has 
of  late  years  been  excessively  vigorous,  and  the 
company  has  attained  its  jjresent  healthy  growth  in 
the  face  of  determined  opposition  on  the  [lart  of  its 
rivals.  This  opposition  has  been  especially  manifest 
since  August,  1881,  when  the  Burlington  sought 
and  obtained  admission  to  other  States,  in  which, 
as  well  as  in  its  native  State,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  companies  doing  business.  It  was  the 
first  Iowa  fire  insurance  company  to  develop  the 
financial  strength  and  enterprise  necessary  to  extend 
its  field  of  operations  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
State. 

The  home  olHce,  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Na- 
tional State  Bank  building,  corner  of  Main  and 
Jefferson  streets,  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  best 
equipped  in  Iowa.  The  company  employs  a  large 
clerical  force,  and  its  extensive  business  affords  one 
of  the  best  advertisements  enjoyed  by  the  city. 
The  Board  of  Directors  has  remained  the  same  for 
several  years,  and  is  as  follows:  John  G.  Miller. 
President  and  General  Manager;  Jacob  Alter,  Secre- 
tar}';  H.  Clay  Seymour,  M.  II.  Rogers  and  Nimrod 
Lease. 

M  A  XUr  A  CTOR  lES. 

Without  doubt  Burlington  is  one  of  the  best 
points  in  the  West  for  manufacturing  purposes. 
Having  a  perfect  network  of  railroads  radiating  in 
nearly  every  direction,  with  the  mighty  Mississippi 
affording  cheap  transportation,  where  can  a  better 
point  be  found  ?  Much  is  being  done  in  this  direc- 
tion, while  much  more  remains  to  be  done.  Already 
the  manufacturing  products  of  Burlington  amount 
to  millions  of  dollars  annuallj-.  and  as  a  special 
manufacturing  point  it  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  All 
who  have  located  here  are  doing  well  and  are 
hopeful  of  the  future. 

'J"he  Iowa  Rolling  Mills  Company  is  the  successor 
to  the  Burlington  Rolling  Mills  Company,  which 
was  organized  in  April.  1884,  by  Dr.  G.  R.  Henry, 
Joshua  Tracy,  John  G.  Foote,  Mark  S.  Foote,  John 
H.  Gear,  Theodore  Guelich;  and  the  first  board 
was  composed  of  J.  Trac}-,  G.  R.  Henry,  C.  J.  Ives, 
John    H.  Gear  and    Theodore    Guelich.     John  H. 
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Gear  was  chosen  President,  G.  R.  Henry  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  Jolin  G.  Foote  Secretary.  M.  S.  Foote 
was  elected  Superintendent  of  construction  and 
David  Wliite  Superintendent  of  mill.  A  coramitteo 
consisting  of  John  H.  Gear,  M.  S.  Foote  and  D. 
White,  was  appointed  to  go  East  and  purchase  ma- 
chinery. The  committee  went  to  Pittsburgh,  and 
after  examining  that  market  concluded  to  purchase 
of  Totten  <k  Co.,  of  that  city,  an  18-inch  train  of 
rolls,  a  set  of  soap  shears,  and  a  set  of  merchant 
shears,  a  lathe  for  turning  rolls,  and  other  machin- 
ery. The  gas-producing  machinery  and  furnaces 
were  purchased  of  Snowdell  &  Co.,  of   Pittsburgh. 

The  fine  brick  for  the  furnace  was  bought  of  the 
Savage  Brick  Works,  of  West  Virginia.  A  Corliss 
engine  of  200-horse  power  was  bougiit  of  Allis  & 
Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  and  the  castings  were  made  by 
the  Murray  Iron  Works. 

Pending  the  construction  of  the  raacliinery  the 
mill  building  was  erected  on  twenty-two  and  a  half 
acres  of  ground,  which  was  purchased  of  William 
Garrett  and  Edward  McKitterick.  The  mill  building 
is  76x1 2G.  The  mill  was  completed  and  put  in  opera- 
tion in  July,  188.5.  The  product  w.as  bar  iron.  Soon 
after  the  mill  started  it  w.is  discovered  that  to  meet 
the  demand  of  the  Iowa  market  it  would  be  necessary 
to  put  in  a  guide  mill  in  order  to  make  small  sizes  of 
iron,  whicli  could  not  be  made  on  the  18-ineh  train. 
The  board  empowered  Mr.  Gear  to  go  East  and 
purchase  such  a  mill.  This  was  purchased  of  the 
Lewis  Machine  Company,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  was  a  9- 
inch  guide  train  of  the  most  modern  type,  adapted  to 
make  all  sizes  of  small  iron  from  one-fourth  inch 
up.  The  purcii.ase  of  this  mill  involved  the  pur- 
chase of  an  additional  engine,  which  was  also 
bought  of  the  Lewis  Company.  Mark  S.  Foote 
having  resigned  the  superintendency  earl}'  in  1885, 
J.  W.  Price  was  elected  Superintendent.  The 
ground,  mill  building,  warehouse  and  all  the  ma- 
chiner}',  cost  about  157.000.  The  company  had 
but  a  little  over  ¥36,000  of  capital  stock  paid  in. 
This  left  them  with  a  construction  debt  of  $21,000 
to  carrj',  the  burden  of  which  fell  on  Theodore 
Guelich,  J.  W.  Price,  George  C.  Henr^'  and  John 
H.  Gear.  The  mill  was  operated  by  Mr.  Price  and 
Mr.  Gear  until  July  3,  1886,  when  it  was  closed 
down  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  who  were 


determined  that  it  should  not  be  operated  again 
until  it  could  be  started  with  ample  capital.  The 
mill,  owing  to  lack  of  experience  and  practical 
knowledge  of  those  who  inaugurated  it,  lost  some 
money,  of  which  the  interest  paid  on  construction 
was  quite  a  large  portion.  It  had  no  money  to  use 
as  operating  capital,  and  never  bought  a  carload  of 
material  or  fuel  that  it  did  not  have  to  borrow 
money  to  pay  for,  and  it  never  made  a  car  of  iron 
that  the  proceeds  were  not  hypothecated  in  advance 
to  meet  purchases  of  material  and  paj'  rolls.  When 
the  mill  closed  down  Messrs.  Guelich,  Price,  Henry 
6c  Gear  at  once  began  to  try  to  interest  parties  of 
capital  and  experience  in  the  enterprise.  They  had 
ofifers  to  sell  the  property,  to  go  to  Old  Mexico  and 
several  other  places,  but  each  of  them  had  lost  a 
large  amount  of  money  in  the  enterprise,  and  on 
them  fell  the  burden  of  carrying  the  debt,  yet,  be- 
ing Burlington  men  and  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
their  home  town,  the}'  were  determined  that  when 
the  mill  should  again  start  up  it  should  be  in  Bur- 
lington. Success  crowned  their  efforts,  and  as  a 
result  Burlington  has  now  a  rolling-mill  worthy  of 
the  place. 

The  Iowa  Rolling  Mills  Company  was  organized 
iu  October,  1887,  with  a  paid-up  capital  stock  of 
170,000.  Among  the  stockholders  and  directors  is 
Richard  Brown,  President  of  the  famous  rolling- 
mills  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  who,  after  investigating 
the  subject  thoroughly,  concluded  Burlington  was 
a  good  place  for  a  similar  institution.  M.  C.  Will- 
iams, also  of  Youngstown,  took  stock  in  the  works 
and  removed  to  Burlington  to  assume  the  superin- 
tendency of  the  mills.  The  following  are  the  di- 
rectors of  the  new  companj':  Richard  Brown,  E. 
M.  Wilson,  M.  C.  Williams,  J.  W.  Price.  John  H. 
Gear  and  Theodore  Guelich.  The  following  are 
the  officers:  President.  Theodore  Guelich;  Vice 
President,  J.  W.  Price;  Treasurer,  J.  T.  Remey; 
Secretary,  E.  M.  Wilson;  Superintendent,  M.  C. 
Williams. 

After  the  re-organization  of  the  company  the 
work  of  thoroughly  overhauling,  repairing  and  en- 
larging the  mill  was  immediately  begun,  and  prose- 
cuted with  such  vigor  that  in  a  short  time  it  was 
ready  for  operations.  New  furnaces  were  built  and 
new   machinery  put  in;  the  building  was  enlarged, 
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houses  for  employes  were  built  and  various  ini- 
provements  made,  greatl_v  increasing  the  capacity 
of  the  mill  and  its  facilities  for  doing  good  work. 
Skilled  men  from  Eastern  mills  were  brought  here, 
and  with  increased  capital  and  ripe  experience  the 
mill  has  had  new  life  infused  into  it,  and  is  now 
doing  a  splendid  business.  Its  managers  have 
ever}'  expectation  of  an  early  necessity  to  enlarge 
the  works  and  increase  the  facilities  for  a  larger 
output  of  products.  The}'  find  that  they  can  buy 
scrap  iron  in  the  West  at  figures  that  justify  its  use. 
This,  with  cheap  fuel  and  the  saving  in  freight, 
gives  the  mill  that  superior  opportunity  which  has 
built  up  so  man}'  other  manufactories  in  Burling- 
ton, and  which  is  destined  to  make  the  rolling-mill 
one  of  our  foremost  industries. 

The  main  foundry  of  the  Murray  Iron  Works  of 
this  city  is  located  on  five  acres  of  ground  leased 
from  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
Company  at  West  Burlington.  This  is  one  of  the 
best  arranged  foundries  in  the  United  States,  and 
its  work  ranks  second  to  none.  All  the  patterns 
and  castings  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy 
Railroad,  for  use  west  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
are  made  at  this  foundry,  the  main  building  of 
which  is  70x300 '  feet,  while  the  engine  room, 
cleaning  room  and  standing  room  cover  a  space 
35x400  feet.  A  fireproof  building,  35x90  feet) 
is  used  for  storing  the  patterns,  of  which  there  are 
many  now  on  hand,  representing  a  value  of  $50,000. 
The  shop  in  which  the  patterns  are  made  is  35x70 
feet.  The  ^Murray  Iron  Works  is  well  prepared  for 
the  casting  of  any  article  from  iron  ore,  and  has  a 
capicity  of  forty-five  tons  per  day.  Car  tracks  run 
through  the  building,  from  which  an  average  of 
one  carload  each  day  is  taken  out.  From  160  to 
200  men  are  here  furnished  employment,  the  pay 
roll  of  the  company  amounting  to  §2,400  per  week. 

The  annual  output  amounts  to  §300,000  from 
the  foundry  department  alone.  The  shops  are  under 
the  management  of  Joseph  B.  Ramp,  who  is  a  well- 
skilled  mechanic,  and  who  thoroughly  understands 
the  business. 

The  McCosh  Iron  and  Steel  AVorks  is  one  of   the 

most  important  institutions  in  Burlington,  its  shops 

covering  about  three  acres  of  ground.    It  is  located 

on  Boundary  street  and  Agency  avenue.     Among 
-^ _— -——_^— -—_-_--__ 


the  articles  manufactured  here  are  nails  and  nail- 
kegs,  barb  wire,  nuts  and  bolts,  single-trees,  double- 
trees, neck-yokes,  reels  for  barb  wire,  carriages  and 
buggies. 

The  Union  Furniture  Company,  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  are  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  furniture 
and  cabinet  hardware,  Charles  B.  Quick  being  pro- 
prietor. The  business  is  situated  at  the  corner  of 
Smith  and  Plane  streets,  and  the  specialties  manu- 
factured by  this  company  are  extension,  center, 
dining,  breakfast  and  kitchen  tables;  safes,  double 
cupboards,  wardrobes;  three-drawered.  enclosed, 
combination  and  open  towel-rack  stands,  lounges 
and  cribs.  The  business  was  founded  at  Burlington 
by  Charles  S.  Quick,  in  1866,  and  the  factory  was 
located  at  first  on  Valley  street,  but  was  removed 
to  its  present  location  in  1868.  It  was  started  in  a 
small  way,  and  its  facilities  extended  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  increased  volume  of  business  demanded, 
until  the  concern  became  one  of  the  most  important 
industries  of  the  city.  In  1880  Mr.  Quick  retired 
from  the  management  of  the  business,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  C.  B.,  who  has  since  been  the 
proprietor  and  manager.  Until  the  night  of  Dec. 
31,  1884,  the  business  progressed  prosperously, 
when  the  entire  plant,  including  a  large  stock  of 
manufactured  goods  and  considerable  material,  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  involving  a  loss  to  the  proprietor 
of  over  $16,000,  on  which  there  was  but  $3,000  in- 
surance. The  enterprising  proprietors  at  once  re- 
built the  works  on  a  more  extensive  and  improved 
plan  than  before,  retained  their  trade,  and  have 
since  done  an  increasing  and  successful  business. 
This  establishment  employs  thirty-three  men,  turns 
out  10,000  pieces  of  furniture  annually,  represent- 
ing a  value  of  over  §30,000,  and  is  classed  among 
the  successful  manufacturing  institutions  of  Bur- 
lington. 

The  Northwestern  Furniture  Compan}  was  incor- 
porated in  June,  1886,  with  the  following  officers: 
C.  W.  Rand,  President,  and  Carl  A.  Leopold,  Sec- 
retary, Treasurer  and  General  Manager.  Burlington 
has  no  manufactory  of  any  kind  within  her  limits 
which  is  so  well  up  with  the  age  and  so  complete  in 
every  department  as  that  of  the  Northwestern  Fur- 
niture Company.  There  are  larger  establishments, 
of  course,  but  there  are  none  which  are  prepared  to 
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|)roduce  better  work  than  this.  The  factory  is  150x 
150  feet,  and  five  stories  in  height,  being  huilt  of 
brick.  On  their  pay  roll  they  have  100  employes; 
they  have  an  engine  with  ample  power  to  drive 
their  machinery,  which  is  of  the  best  and  newest 
designs.  Rand  &  Leopold  are  both  enterprising 
young  men,  and  though  having  been  in  business  but 
a  short  time,  their  trade  reaches  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  Coast.  Thej'  make  a  specialty  of 
desks,  sideboards,  and  librarj'  and  circular  book- 
cases. 

The  Burlington  -Steam  Supply  Company  was  in- 
corporated Jan.  6,  1880,  the  incorporators  being 
Theo.  Guelich,  John  G.  Poote,  Dr.  G.  R.  Henry, 
C.  P.  Squires,  William  Gillis,  C.  W.  Spalding,  J.  B. 
David,  F.  B.  Jagger,  A.  Mitchell  and  Hon.  John  H. 
Gear.  The  capital  stock  at  first  was  $60,000,  but 
was  subsequently  increased  to  §100,000.  The  first 
officers  were:  M.  Simpson,  President;  G.  R.  Henry, 
Vice  President;  John  G.  Foote,  Treasurer.  Mr. 
Simpson  served  but  a  short  time,  when  he  retired, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  G.  R.  Henry,  who  served 
until  May,  1885,  when  his  death  occurred.  He  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  incumbent,  Theo.  Guelich 
and  John  W.  Gilbert  is  now  Vice  President;  J.  F_ 
Henry,  Secretary;  T.  W.  Barhydt,  Treasurer;  J.  J. 
Spatch,  Superintendent. 

The  plant  of  this  company  is  substantially  built 
of  brick  and  iron;  the  building  is  115x96  feet  in 
dimensions,  with  ■24-inch  walls,  iron  truss  roof,  and 
a  side  track  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  runs  into  the  building,  so  that  coal  is 
shoveled  directly  from  the  cars  to  the  bins.  The 
boilers,  which  are  eight  in  number,  are  set  in  fire- 
brick and  are  independent  of  each  other.  They  are 
all  five  feet  in  diameter,  six  being  sixteen  feet  long 
and  two  eighteen  feet,  and  each  has  fifty-six  four- 
inch  flues.  There  are  12,000  tons  of  coal  used 
annually.  The  stack  is  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
in  the  country,  being  101  feet  in  height,  16  feet  in 
diameter  from  outside  to  outside,  and  with  a  flue 
eight  feet  in  diameter  at  the  bottom  and  nine  at 
the  top.  The  company's  mains  cover  the  business 
part  of  the  city,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  resi- 
dence part.  Under  the  care  of  the  present  Super- 
intendent, the  supply  of  steam  has  been  ample  and 
satisfactory  to  the  customer.      When  this  business 


was  projected  it  was  predicted  tliat  it  would  prove 
a  failure.  The  contrary  has  proved  true,  and  the 
enterprising  gentlemen  who  ventured  on  the  sup- 
posed experiment  have  reason  to  congratulate  them- 
selves that  the  business  is  on  such  a  prosperous 
footing. 

The  planing-raill.  sash,  door  and  blind  factory  of 
D.  Winter,  is  situated  on  Osborn  street,  Burlington, 
Iowa.  In  collecting  the  information  necessary  in 
compiling  the  statistics  of  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  industries  of  the  city  of  Burlington, 
we  find  no  establishment  which  gives  more  indi- 
cations of  thrift  than  that  of  D.  Winter.  The  busi- 
ness dates  back  more  than  thirt3'  years  in  the  history 
of  the  city,  having  been  started  bj'  Mr.  Winter  in 
1853.  The  following  year  he  took  in  a  partner, 
the  firm  becoming  D.  Winter  &  Co.,  and  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  by  this  firm  until  1879.  At 
that  time  Mr.  Winter  again  became  sole  proprietor, 
and  has  since  had  exclusive  control.  He  was  the 
first  to  manufacture  sash  and  blinds  in  Burlington, 
if  not  the  first  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  and 
his  works  now  give  employment  to  forty-five  men, 
their  weekly  pay  roll  averaging  1300.  His  trade 
extends  from  Indiana  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  The 
works  are  located  on  the  Chicago.  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  the  main  building  being  285x100 
feet,  and  two  stories  in  height.  They  have  three 
warehouses,  the  first  being  25x70  feet,  the  second 
40x80,  and  the  third  22x112,  the  latter  being  two 
stories  high,  while  the  lumber  dry  kiln  is  18x50  feet, 
and  their  dry  house,  a  three-story  brick  building, 
20x50  feet,  is  heated  by  steam. 

BennettZ&  Frantz,  Burlington,  Iowa,  manufact- 
urers of  fine  carriages  and  buggies,  southeast  cor- 
ner of  Columbia  and  North  Third  streets.  This  is 
the  oldest  establishment  in  this  line  in  Des  Moines 
County,  being  established  by  Mr.  Bennett  in  1844. 
The  existing  firm  was  organized  in  1W64.  The 
company's  building  is  a  four-story  brick,  60x120 
feet,  and  was  built  in  1873  after  the  great  fire  of 
that  year,  when  the  old  works  were  completely  de- 
stroyed, causing  a  loss  of  about  $35,000.  The  pres- 
ent works  are  supplied  with  the  latest  improved 
machinery  iu  this  line  and  complete  in  their  appoint- 
ments. The  company  owns  the  building  and  grounds, 
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empl03'S  an  average  of  thirty-five  men,  and  does  an 
annual  business  of  about  S40,000. 

This  company  handles  onlj-  its  own  work,  and 
is  thus  sure  of  the  merit  of  the  [goods  it  recom- 
mends. •  It  keeps  in  stock  heavy  coach  work, 
landaus,  coupes,  curtain  coaches,  rockaways,  etc. 
A  full  line  of  extensive  top  carriages,  canopj'-topped 
phaetons  and  surreys,  a  full  line  of  single-seated 
phaetons,  hung  on  French  platform  on  three  elliptics 
and  also  on  two,  and  a  fuU  assortment  of  top  bug- 
gies especially  designed  for  livery  service,  also  for 
driving  and  pleasure,  light  and  heavy  open  buggies, 
extra  fine  road  wagons,  half  platform  spring  wagons, 
etc.  This  company  so  long  established  in  business 
has  won  the  reputation  for  first-class  work  and  fair 
prices.  Its  principal  market  is  in  Western  Iowa, 
Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

The  Burlington  Vinegar  and  Fickle  Works,  manu- 
facturers of  cider,  vinegar,  pickles  and  sauer  kraut, 
preserves,  jellies  and  mincemeat,  is  situated  at  No. 
113  South  Third  street.  This  company  was  incor- 
porated in  1881  with  F.  A.  Smith,  President,  H. 
Weinrich,  secretary  and  general  manager.  It  is  an 
outgrowth  of  the  business  in  this  line  which  was 
started  in  Burlington  in  1876,  bj-  Mr.  Weinrich,  and 
conducted  by  him  alone  up  to  the  time  of  the  in- 
corporation of  the  above-named  company.  Mr. 
Weinrich  was  a  pioneer  in  this  business  in  Iowa, 
being  the  first  to  manufacture  pickles  in  a  commer- 
cial waj'  in  the  State.  This  company  is  doing  an 
extensive  business,  its  trade  extending  over  Iowa, 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  Missouri,  Minnesota  and  Wis- 
consin, and  it  has  established  branch  houses  at 
Ft.  Madison,  Sandusky  and  Kansas  City.  Its 
goods  have  been  long  and  favorably  known  in  the 
market  and  are  still  growing  in  popularity.  The 
gentlemen  who  conduct  this  business  have  been 
residents  of  Burlington  many  years;  are  enterpris- 
ing, prompt,  business  men,  progressive  in  their 
methods,  and  are  alwaj'S  fully  up  with. the  times  in 
supplying  the  wants  of  their  customers. 

The  Burlington  Linseed  Oil  Company  succeeded 
the  firm  of  Jaggar  &:  Simpson,  who  formed  a  partner- 
ship in  1880.  They  erected  the  mill  now  in  use  by 
the  companj',  which  is  of  brick,  three  stories  in 
height  with  a  basement,  and  covers  an  area  of  1 20 
feet   square.     This  companj'  as  now  existing  was 


incorporated  in  1886.  and  the  officers  are  F.  B.  Jag- 
gar, President ;  M.  Simpson,  secretarj',  treasurer  and 
manager;  F.  M.  Jaggar.  assistant  secretary,  and 
James  F.  Burnham,  superintendent.  It  manufact- 
ures pure  raw  and  boiled  linseed  oil,  oil  cake  and 
oil  cake  meal,  screened  and  ground  flax  seed.  The 
mill  and  office  are  situated  at  the  corner  of  Elm  and 
Third  streets,  near  the  Union  depot.  The  daily 
output  of  ^the  mill  is  eighteen  tons  of  oil  cake,  and 
2,100  gallons  of  oil.  The  use  of  oil  cake  for  food 
for  all  kinds  of  live  stock  is  rapidly  growing  in 
favor  among  the  more  intelligent  and  progressive 
class  of  farmers.  It  is  a  well  established  fact  that, 
as  a  fat  producer,  one  pound  of  oil  cake  is  equal  to 
three  of  corn,  that  it  improves  the  general  health  of 
animals,  prevents  hog  cholera  among  swine,  in- 
creases the  flow  of  milk  when  fed  to  milch  cows,  and 
raises  the  butter-producing  power  of  milk  in  a 
marked  degree.  The  use  of  oil  cake  is  only  in  its 
infancj',  but  at  this  writing,  within  a  radius  of  fifty 
miles  about  Burlington,  the  farmers  feed  upward  of 
200  tons  per  month.  To  encourage  the  growth  of 
flaxseed,  this  company  loans  seeds  to  farmers  and 
contracts  for  the  crop  on  a  basis  of  Chicago  quota- 
tions. The  linseed  oil  business  is  an  important  in- 
dustry of  Burlington,  and  the  gentlemen  interested 
in  it  are  among  the  enterprising  and  reliable  busi- 
ness men  of  the  city. 

The  A.  G.  Adams  Manufacturing  and  Wholesale 
Boot  and  Shoe  House  dates  its  origin  back  to  the 
pioneer  days  of  Burlington.  The  business  was 
established  fifty  years  ago  (in  1838)  by  R.  S. 
Adams,  the  grandfatlier  of  the  existing  partner  and 
present  manager,  F.  O.  Adams.  A.  G.  Adams  was 
admitted  to  a  partnership  in  the  business  in  1851 ; 
in  1863  the  business  title  of  the  house,  which  up  to 
that  time  had  been  R.  S.  Adams,  was  changed  to  R. 
S.  Adams  &  Co.,  and  in  1864,  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  A.  G.  Adams  succeeded  to  the  business, 
which  has  since  been  conducted  under  his  name. 
In  the  fall  of  1882,  on  his  return  from  California, 
F.  O.  Adams  undertook  the  management  in  all  its 
details,  and  in  1884  became  special  partner.  The 
next  year  the  house  began  the  manufacture  of 
boots  and  shoes  by  the  latest  improved  machinery, 
and  gradually  increased  the  capacity  of  the  establish- 
ment up  to  the  present  status,  which  is  400  pairs  of 
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boots  aud  shoes  per  day,  thus  furnishing  employ- 
ment to  over  100  men.  The  jobbing  trade  of  the 
house  has  grown  proportionately,  until  tills  establish- 
ment, which  has  extended  its  trade  throughout  the 
entire  West,  has  become  one  of  the  most  Important 
and  prosperous  business  houses  of  the  city. 

The  Burlington  Saddlery  Company,  wholesale 
manufacturers  of  harness  and  saddlery,  was  incor- 
Ijorated  in  December,  1884.  John  L.  SchoU  was 
elected  President,  and  Oscar  Hoerr,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  company,  which  is  an  outgrowth 
of  a  business  that  was  established  and  built  up  by 
Mr.  Seholl  in  1873.  They  manufacture  ail  sorts 
of  harness  and  saddler}-,  and  do  a  jobbing  trade  in 
saddlery  hardware,  making  manufacturer's  goods  a 
specialty.  The}'  employ  forty-three  men  in  the 
business,  including  three  traveling  salesman,  and  do 
an  annual  business  of  §100,000.  Their  trade  has 
increased  steadily  since  the  start  and  extends  through 
Iowa  and  into  Missouri,  Illinois  and  Minnesota. 
Mr.  Seholl  superintends  the  wholesale  department 
and  Richard  Hassel,  who  is  a  member  of  the  com- 
pany, has  charge  of  the  retail  department,  and  at 
this  writing  superintends  the  cutting.  This  house 
has  won  a  reputation  for  good  work  and  fair  deal- 
ing that  has  placed  its  trade  on  a  safe  foundation, 
and  promises  a  continuance  of  prosperity  so  well 
deserved  by  its  founders  and  managers. 

The  Derby  Flouring  Mill  and  Elevator.  In  col- 
lecting the  Information  necessary  in  compiling  the 
statistics  of  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  in- 
dustries of  Burlington,  we  find  no  establishment 
which  gives  more  indications  of  assured  success 
than  the  company  whose  name  heads  this  article. 
The  business  was  established  in  1876,  In  a  frame 
building  40x90  feet  and  three  stories  high,  that  has 
since  been  torn  down  and  replaced  by  a  brick  struct- 
ure, 48x75,  in  height,  three  stories  and  a  basement, 
fifteen  feet  high.  The  cost  of  erection  was  %!30,000. 
The  capacity  is  135  barrels  of  flour  per  day,  besides 
being  arranged  to  grind  corn,  buckwheat,  rye  and 
chopped  feed.  Twentj'-elght  men  are  employed  in 
operating  the  mill  and  elevator.  The  location  of 
the  mill  is  excellent,  equally  convenient  to  rail  and 
river  for  receiving  wheat  or  shipping  flour.  The 
flour  manufactured  Is  extensively  sold  in  Burling- 
ton and   the  surrounding  country,   some  Invoices 


being  shipped  to  Scotland  and  England.  Their 
success  has  been,  as  it  deserves  to  be,  very  great, 
with  a  constantly  heavy  increase  of  business.  The 
mill  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  State,  and  no  expense 
is  spared  for  any  improvements  that  promise  to 
better  the  quality  of  the  flour.  The  gentlemen  en- 
gaged in  this  business  stand  high  in  business  circles 
and  are  interested  in  any  plan  which  promises  to 
extend  the  trade  of  Burlington.  In  1882  they 
built  the  Derby  Grain  Elevator,  adjoining  the  mill, 
at  a  cost  of  §25,000,  with  a  capacity  of  100,000 
bushels  of  grain,  being  44x113  feet,  with  bins  thirty- 
four  feet  deep. 

The  firm  of  Acres,  Blackmar  &  Co.  was  incor- 
porated in  March,  1879.  It  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  blank  books,  and  does  general  print- 
ing, the  establishment  being  situated  at  No.  206 
Third  street,  Burlington,  Iowa.  It  is  the  largest 
of  its  kind  in  the  State,  emplo3'S  a  large  force  of 
hands,  turns  out  the  very  best  of  work,  aud  is  widely 
known  for  prompt  attention  to  business  and  the  en- 
terprise of  its  proprietors.  The  institution  under 
its  present  name  has  been  In  existence  for  over 
twent}'  years,  but  the  business  was  really  begun  in 
1855,  thirty-three  years  ago,  b}' Stephen  T.  Acres, 
late  President  of  the  company,  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Acres  landed  In  Burlington  in  the  spring  of 
1854,  with  but  little  money,  yet  rich  in  energy  and 
hope.  He  had  learned  the  book-binding  trade  in 
his  native  country,  Gibraltar,  and  was  a  master  of 
his  business.  Although  he  had  worked  at  his  trade 
for  twenty  years  previous  to  coming  to  America, 
he  still  found  much  to  learn  In  the  new  improve- 
ments and  inventions  of  this  countr}-,  but  being  an 
adept  in  the  trade  he  soon  acquired  the  improved 
methods  and  became  one  of  the  most  expert  workers 
in  that  line.  Through  the  kindness  of  a  few 
leading  citizens  of  Burlington — W.  F.  Coolbaugh, 
Oliver  Cook,  Col.  Morgan,  A.  AV.  Carpenter,  Smith 
McKinnej-  and  W.  D.  McCord — he  was  enabled  to 
procure  an  outfit  of  tools  and  machinery,  and  in 
Coolbaugh's  block,  on  Main  street,  the  work  was 
started  that  was  to  grow  with  the  city's  growth  and 
in  time  extend  throughout  the  Northwest.  Mr. 
Acres  conducted  the  business  alone  till  1865,  when 
Capt.  John  N.  Bell,  late  of  the  25th  Iowa  Infantry, 
was  taken  in  as  a  partner,  and  the  business  was  con- 
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tinued  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  T.   Acres  &   Co. 

In  May,  1867.  E.  C.  Blackmar,  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  present  company,  bought  an  inter- 
est in  the  business,  the  firm  name  being  changed  to 
Acres,  Blaciiniar  &  Co.  Mr.  Blackmar,  who  had 
acted  for  several  years  in  the  capacity  of  deputy  in 
the  county  office  of  a  Western  Iowa  county,  and 
thereby  acquired  a  tliorough  knowledge  of  the  best 
forms  of  blank  books  and  blanks  in  use  by  county 
officials,  by  his  expertness  in  originating  and  pre- 
paring new  and  useful  forms  of  blank  books,  had 
won  the  recognition  of  the  blank-book  makers  who 
furnished  the  supplies  in  that  line  for  that  county, 
and  in  1864  his  services  were  secured  by  Mills  & 
Co.,  of  Des  Moines.  He  remained  in  their  employ 
for  three  years,  acquiring  a  still  more  thorough 
knowledge  of  forms  and  styles  of  blank  books,  and 
as  a  part  of  his  time  was  occupied  as  a  traveling 
salesman,  his  capabilities  in  preparing  new  forms 
won  for  him  an  enviable  reputation  among  county 
officers  throughout  the  State,  and  when  in  1867  he 
quit  the  employ  of  Mills  ife  Co.  and  came  to  Bur- 
lington, his  old  customers  still  gave  him  their  pat- 
ronage, and  the  modest  establishment  of  Acres^ 
Blackmar  &  Co.  soon  found  their  room  and  facili- 
ties entirely'  inadequate  to  the  increased  and  con- 
stantly increasing  business,  and  it  was  therefore  de- 
cided that  a  printing-office  and  other  facilities  must 
be  added.  Consequently  in  January',  1868,  John 
Cullaton,  a  practical  and  experienced  printer  of  La 
Porte,  Ind.,  was  induced  to  join  the  eompau)'  of 
which  he  is  now  President.  He  moved  his  print- 
ing-office to  Burlington,  and  as  the  old  quarters 
were  too  limited,  the  business  was  established  in 
Hedge's  block  on  Jefferson  street,  and  a  large 
amount  of  additional  tools,  type  and  machinery 
was  added.  The  establishment  at  once  took  rank 
as  one  among  the  largest  and  most  complete  in  its 
appointments  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Cullaton  soon  won  the  reputation  of  being- 
one  of  the  best  practical  printers  in  the  State.  To 
his  superior  skill  and  management  the  company  at- 
tributes its  present  large  patronage  in  that  line. 
In  1870  Mr.  Bell  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Collins, 
of  Chicago,  and  by  that  time  the  business  had  be- 
come so  extensive  that  the  company  was  obliged  to 
seek  more  commodious  quarters,  and  the  large  build- 


ing  at  No.  206  Third  street  was  leased.  In  1871 
Mr.  Collins  sold  his  interest  to  Russell  R.  Door,  a 
young  gentleman  of  fine  business  ability,  who  had 
just  started  out  from  the  Green  Mountain  State  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  the  far  West.  The  copartner- 
ship thus  formed  continued  till  1879,  when  it  was 
dissolved,  and  the  business  was  organized  on  the 
joint  stock  plan  under  the  general  incorporatitn 
laws  of  Iowa.  The  company  still  retains  the  old 
name  of  Acres,  Blackmar  &  Co.,  its  officers  being 
J.  Cullaton,  President;  E.  C.  Blackmar,  Secretary 
and  Treasui'er.  Mr.  Door  was  formerly  Treasurer, 
but  resigned  his  position  to  engage  in  business  at 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  Mr.  Blackmar  assumed  the  du- 
ties of  that  office  also.  Mr.  Acres  was  President  of 
the  company  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April 
13,  1887.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stock-holders 
in  May,  1887,  John  Cullaton  was  elected  Presi- 
dent. The  high  standing  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  this  establishment,  both  as  citizens  and 
business  men,  and  the  reputation  of  the  house  for 
prompt  attendance  to  business  and  the  superior 
quality  of  their  work,  have  secured  them  a  large  and 
liberal  patronage. 

The  job  printing  house  of  Harr}'  Johnson  was 
established  by  the  present  proprietor  in  1881,  at  No. 
116  Jefferson  street.  Mr.  Johnson  has  a  well  equipped 
steam  power  job  and  book  printing  office,  employs 
from  fourteen  to  eighteen  hands,  and  turns  out 
good  work  with  promptness  and  dispatch.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  catalogue  work.  See  personal 
sketch  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Conrad  Lutz  is  still  another  master  workman  in 
the  line  of  book  and  job  printing,  his  establish- 
ment being  situated  at  No.  117  Jefferson  street. 
The  quality  of  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Lutz  will  not 
suffer  by  comparison  with  any  other  establishment 
in  the  city. 

The  Burdette  Company,  of  which  John  AV.  Bur- 
dette  is  the  general  manager,  is  doing  an  exten- 
sive business  in  the  line  of  plain  and  ornamental 
book  and  job  printing.  The  house  carries  a  full 
line  of  printer's  stock,  and  turns  out  on  short  notice 
any  kind  of  work  in  its  line.  Orders  are  received 
by  the  house  from  east  and  west. 

BUSINESS     INTERESTS. 

In  respect  to  her   mercantile  trade,  Burlington 
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will  not  suffer  in  comparison  with  any  other  city  in 
Iowa.  As  a  rule,  the  business  men  are  enterprising, 
and  command  a  good  trade,  both  local  and  general. 
In  the  wholesale  line  it  has  several  houses  doing  a 
trade  that  would  hardly  seem  probable,  drawing 
largel3'  upon  sections  of  country  that  might  natur- 
ally l)e  said  to  belong  to  other  points.  As  repre- 
sentative of  this  interest,  the  following  is  given : 

The  firm  of  John  Blaul  &  .Sons,  wholesale  grocers, 
Nos.  113  and  115  North  Third  street,  is  well  known 
throughout  the  Northwest.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  extensive  houses  in  this  line  in  the  city 
of  Burlington,  and  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  pioneer 
retail  grocery  house,  established  bj'  John  Blaul, 
Sr.,  on  Front  street  in  1856.  He  began  business  on 
a  very  limited  capital,  but  possessing  the  German 
characteristics  of  industry,  frugality  and  thrift,  he 
prospered,  accumulated  money,  and  in  1 874  opened  a 
wholesale  grocery  house.  In  1 882  his  sons,  John,  Jr., 
and  Charles,  were  admitted  to  partnership,  and  the 
Arm  became  John  Blaul  <fe  Sons.  Later,  his  younger 
sons,  Theodore  and  Louis,  were  also  made  members 
of  the  firm,  and  b^'  the  united  efforts  of  all  inter- 
ested, their  trade  has  rapidly  increased  and  business 
developed,  until  the  house  of  John  Blaul  &  Sons 
takes  rank  among  the  leading  establishments  of  its 
line  in  the  State.  Mr.  Blaul,  Sr.,  maintained  his 
connection  with  the  business  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  Jan.  27,  1885,  since  which 
time  the  sons  have  conducted  it  alone  with  marked 
success.  Their  handsome  and  well -arranged  store 
is  now  located  at  Nos.  11 3  and  115  North  Third 
street,  of  which  they  occupj'  the  three  stories  and 
basement,  the  building  being  60  feet  front  on 
Tliird  street  by  120  feet  deep,  and  it  is  pro- 
vided with  all  modern  conveniences  for  transact- 
ing an  extensive  business.  Their  eniploj'es  num- 
ber twenty-eight,  and  eight  are  traveling  salesmen. 
They  have  recently*  provided  themselves  with  fa- 
cilities for  manufacturing  all  spices  used  in  their 
trade,  and  for  ro.asting  coffee;  also  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  the  tea  trade,  and  carrying  an  unusuallj^ 
large  stock  of  carefully  selected  goods  in  that  line. 
The  gentlemen  now  composing  the  firm  are  all 
young,  enterprising,  practical  business  men,  who 
have  spent  their  lives,  since  their  school  days,  in 
this  line  of  business,  and  by  several  j-ears'  experi- 


ence on  the  road  have  had  superior  advantages  for 
learning  the  wants  of  their  customers.  They  are 
careful  buyers,  ever  prompt  and  reliable  in  all  busi- 
ness obligations. 

Biklen,  Winzer  &  Co.,  wholesale  grocers,  estab- 
lished business  in  this  city  in  1875,  the  proprietors 
being  G.  H.  Biklen,  Charles  Winzer  and  August  L. 
Schlapp,  office  and  storerooms  Nos.  110  and  112 
North  Main  street.  This  house  occupies  the  four 
stories  and  basement  of  the  Centre  block,  which  has 
sixty  feet  front  on  Main  street,  and  120  feet  deep  on 
Market  street,  and  carries  the  heaviest  stock  in  its 
line  in  the  city.  It  has  been  in  its  present  busi- 
ness for  a  term  of  thirteen  years,  and  has  built  up 
an  extensive  trade  throughout  Iowa,  Illinois  and 
Missouri.  The  several  members  of  the  firm  are  old 
residents  of  Burlington,  of  well-known  responsibil- 
ity and  integrity.  Long  experience  has  enabled 
them  to  supply  the  trade  with  the  best  goods  at  the 
lowest  possible  figures,  while  their  prompt  attention 
to  the  wants  of  their  customers  has  won  for  them 
the  favorable  opinion  of  all  with  whom  Ihej'  have 
to  deal. 

The  Brooks,  Smith  &  Ta3'lor  Company,  wholesale 
grocers,  corner  of  Third  and  Market  streets,  is  an  in- 
corporated company',  of  which  II.  E.  Brooks  is  Presi- 
dent; C.  Whit  Smith,  Vice  President;  and  J.  S. 
Taylor,  Secretary.  This  company  was  incorporated 
Sept.  10,  1887,  and  is  successor  to  the  Bell,  Smith 
Grocer3'  Company,  an  old  established  house.  Its 
trade  extends  through  Iowa,  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
and  it  does  an  aunu.al  business  of  $500,000.  The 
new  building  in  which  the  company  has  lately  moved 
was  built  expressly  for  its  use  by  H.  E.  Brooks 
and  John  S.  Taylor.  The  building  is  40  feet 
front,  by  120  feet  deep,  is  four  stories  high,  with  a 
basement,  and  is  built  of  solid  brick,  stone  and  iron. 
It  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Market  and  Third 
streets,  on  the  line  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincj'  Railroad.  This  popular  wholesale  grocery 
house  is  rapidly  extending  its  business,  and  has 
earned  a  reputation  for  handling  a  uniformly  good 
grade  of  goods  at  fair  prices,  and  fur  prompt  atten- 
tion to  all  orders. 

James  W.  Smither  is  a  manufacturer  of  crackers 
and  candies,  and  wholesale  dealer  in  crackers,  can- 
dies, foreign  fruits  and   nuts,  factory  Nos.  310  and 
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312  Division  street,  office  and  storerooms  Nos.  129 
and  131  South  Third  stieet.  These  buildings  are 
connected  and  form  an  "  L,"  fronting  on  Division 
and  South  Third  street.  The  business  as  now  carried 
on  was  established  by  Mr.  Sniither,  in  1882.  He 
purchased  the  cracker  factory  of  Phillip  Iloerr,  and 
added  the  candy  factory,  and  also  engaged  in  the 
wholesaling  of  foreign  fruits  and  nuts.  This  is  the 
largest  concern  of  the  kind  in  tiie  State,  employing 
from  sixty-five  to  seventy-five  hands  and  clerks, 
including  four  traveling  and  one  local  salesman. 
The  annual  business  amounts  to  about  $200,000. 
John  W.  Smitlier  has  been  associated  with  his  brother 
James  W.  as  book-keeper  since  the  business  was 
organized,  and  is  interested  in  a  percentage  of  the 
net  proceeds.  The  proprieter  is  an  enterprising, 
progressive  business  man,  who  has  built  up  a  fine 
trade  since  starting  in  Burlington. 

C.  P.  Squires  &  Co.  are  wholesale  and  retail  drug- 
gists, and  importers  and  jobbers  in  drugs,  paints, 
oils,  etc.,  Nos.  112,  114  and  116  Jefferson  street, 
Burlington,  Iowa.  This  is  the  oldest  drug  house 
in  the  cit3',  and  one  of  the  largest.  C.  P.  Squires 
bought  into  the  business  in  1856,  in  company  with 
Dr.  J.  P.  Bloss,  now  one  of  the  leading  ph3'siciaus 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.  The  firm  continued  Squires  Ac 
Bloss  for  three  years,  and  in  18G0  the  present  firm 
was  organized.  At  the  same  time  the  firm  began  a 
wholesale  and  jobbing  trade,  whicii  they  have  car- 
ried on  continuously  since.  They  began  in  a  small 
waj',  with  limited  capital,  and  have  built  up  an  ex- 
tensive trade. 

William  J.  D.  Myers,  dealer  in  coal,  wood,  coke 
and  ice,  situated  at  No.  212  North  Third  street, 
established  the  ice  business  in  1876,  and  has  carried 
it  on  continuously'  since,  doing  an  exclusive  retail 
business  and  handling  about  4,000  tons  annuall}'. 
He  engaged  in  the  coal  and  wood  business  in  the 
fall  of  1887,  in  connection  with  liis  other  line  of 
trade,  and  while  he  has  been  operating  but  a  short 
time  in  that  Hue,  he  has  built  up  a  ver3'  prosperous 
trade  and  does  an  extensive  business. 

Wyman  &  Rand  (J.  11.  Wymau  and  C.  W. 
Rand),  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  carpets,  fur- 
niture and  wall-paper,  window  shades,  curtain  ma- 
terial, mirrors,  mantels,  grates  and  tiling,  Nos.  317 
Jefferson    and    210    to    216  Fourth   streets.     This 


business  was  established  by  J.  H.  Wyman  in  1869, 
and  the  present  firm  was  organized  in  1879.  They 
have  the  largest  establishment  of  this  kind  in  the 
Northwest.  Their  building  is  six  stories  higli  and 
contains  salesroom  floor  to  the  extent  of  60,000 
square  feet.  Tlieir  business  extends  throughout 
the  entire  eountrj',  and  averages  annuall}'  up- 
ward of  $1.50,000.  Jn  1887  they  established  a 
branch  house  in  Keokuk,  styled  the  Wyman-Rand 
Carpet  Companj'.  where  an  average  stock  of  $25,000 
is  carried.  The  Northwestern  IManufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  which  Mr.  Rand  is  President,  supplies  a 
lai-ge  portion  of  the  goods  in  that  line.  The  gen- 
tlemen composing  this  firm  are  thorough  business 
men,  enterprising  and  energetic,  upright  and  prompt 
in  their  business  relations,  and  well  deserve  the  suc- 
cess they  have  achieved. 

Troxel  Brothers,  dealers  iu  furniture,  carpets,  oil- 
cloth, window  shades,  children's  carriages  and  wall- 
paper. No.  203  North  Main  street,  are  successors  to 
N.  M.  Ervin  &  Co.  The  house  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  in  its  line  in  the  citj'  of  Burlington,  and 
the  proprietors,  John  and  Joseph  Troxel,  are  prac- 
tical cabinet-makers,  thoroughl3'  understanding  their 
business,  having  been  engaged  in  it  since  boyhood. 
Their  estalilishment  has  a  frontage  on  Main  street, 
another  on  Valley  street,  and  is  three  stories  high 
with  a  basement.  The  floors  are  60x20  feet  front- 
ing on  Main,  and  40x40  fronting  on  Valle}'.  They 
carry  a  carefully  selected  stock  and  do  an  annual 
business  of  $20,000. 

Mauro  cfc  Wilson,  Jefferson  street,  between  Main 
and  Tiiird.  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  books,  sta- 
tionery, pictures,  wall-paper,  picture  frames,  mold- 
ings, etc.,  are  successors  to  Wesley  Jones.  The  gen- 
tlemen comprising  this  well-known  firm  are  William 
H.  Mauro,  Jr.,  and  James  P.  Wilson,  both  enterpris- 
ing and  energetic  business  men,  who  believe  in  devot- 
ing their  undivided  attention  to  the  wants  of  their 
customers  and  the  interest  of  their  business.  They 
purchased  the  stock  in  trade  of  Mr.  Jones  in  1883, 
and  have  since  conducted  the  business  with  marked 
success,  carrying  a  ver3'  large  and  complete  stock. 

Rankin  &  Dodge,  commission  mercliants,  whole- 
sale dealers  in  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  whole- 
sale and  retail  dealers  in  ice.  Tlie  fruit  department 
of  this  house  is  an  outgrowth  of  a  business  estab- 
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lished  by  Thomas  R,  Uankin  in  company  witli  Mr. 
Treat,  in  1852,  under  the  firm  name  of  Treat  & 
Rankin.  That  company  carried  on  a  cracker  and 
confectionery  raanu factor}',  and  dealt  largely  in 
fruit  and  ice.  In  February,  1857,  S.  E.  Taylor 
purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Treat,  and  the  firm 
became  Rankin  &  Taylor.  Thej'  conducted  the 
business  until  1870.  when  Mr.  Rankin  bought  Mr. 
Taylor's  interest,  and  shortlj'  after  this  purchase 
sold  the  bakery  business  to  Seamons  S:  Kendall, 
though  continuing  in  the  fruit  and  ice  trade.  The 
following  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the 
late  A.  V.  Dodge,  under  the  firm  name  of  Rankin 
ik  Dodge.  This  firm  packs  about  4,000  tous  of  ice 
annually,  retails  about  3,000  tons,  and  was  the  first 
to  organize  the  ice  business  on  a  large  scale  in  this 
city.  Their  trade  in  fruits  and  vegetables  is  ex- 
clusively wholesale,  and  annually  amounts  to  over 
$15,000.  Mr.  Dodge  retained  his  connection  with 
the  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March 
25,  1888,  when  his  wife  succeeded  to  his  interest. 

Taylor  Bros.,  general  dealers  in  hats,  caps.  furs, 
gloves,  gents'  furnishing  goods,  etc.,  No.  207  Jeffer- 
son street.  .John  .S.  Taylor  is  sole  proprietor, 
and  is  the  successor  to  R.  M.  Washburn,  whom  he 
bought  out  in  1879.  This  is  the  oldest  established 
house  in  this  line  in  the  State,  and  does  an  annual 
business  of  $20,000.  Mr.  Tajior  has  had  a  long 
experience  in  this  line  of  trade,  always  keeps  the 
latest  styles  and  best  grades  of  goods,  and  never 
fails  to  please  the  most  particular  of  customers. 

M.  W.  Phillips  <fe  Co.  are  also  engaged  in  the 
same  line  of  trade,  and  in  addition  to  a  general  re- 
tail trade  do  a  large  wholesale  business,  competing 
with  the  trade  of  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  other  cities. 
The  firm  is  a  popular  one  and  well  deserves  the 
large  trade  it  now  enjoys. 

N.  J.  Burt  &  Co.,  wholesale  seedsmen,  No.  213 
Front  street,  established  business  in  this  city  in 
1 8GS,  and  have  the  only  exclusive  wholesale  seed 
store  In  the  State.  They  deal  in  grass  seed,  field 
and  garden  seeds  in  bulk,  their  annual  sales  amount- 
ing to  from  SGO.OOO  to  $70,000,  and  their  trade 
extends  througli  Iowa  and  into  Illinois,  Minnesota, 
Missouri,  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  Their  field  seeds 
are  grown  largely  in  Iowa  and  Northern  Illinois.  1 
although    they   have    a    representation    of   several   ' 


States  in  stock.  They  buy  for  cash,  and  sales  are 
made  on  that  basis,  consequently  at  the  lowest 
m.arket  prices.  These  gentlemen  have  had  a  long 
experience  in  this  line  of  goods,  and  are  familiar 
with  the  wants  of  their  customers.  They  can  always 
be  depended  upon,  as  to  the  quality  of  stock  and 
prompt  and  fair  dealing. 

J.  L.  Kelley  &  Co.  are  wholesale  and  retail  deal- 
ers in  agricultural  implements,  buggies,  spring 
wagons,  road  carts,  bugg}-  harness,  road  scrapers 
and  wooden  pumps,  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Market  streets.  This  business  was  estalilished  at 
Burlington  in  1870,  under  the  firm  name  of  Elliott 
&  Co.,  Mr.  Kelley  being  the  junior  partner;  two 
years  later  the  firm  was  changed  to  Elliott  iVr  Kelley, 
still  Later  to  Elliott,  Kelley  tt  Co.  .-and  Jan.  1,  1885, 
the  present  style  of  J.  L.  Kelley  &  Co.  was  adopted. 
At  this  writing  Mr.  Kelley  is  sole  proprietor  of  the 
business.  The  house  was  originally-  located  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  Front  and  Valley  streets,  but 
in  October,  1887,  the  company  began  the  erection 
of  a  commodious  brick  structure,  which  they  now 
occupy,  and  in  December  following  moved  into  it. 
Their  building  is  GO  feet  front  by  110  deep,  four 
floors,  and  the}'  occupy  it  alone.  The  trade  of  the 
house  extends  through  Iowa  and  into  Nebraska, 
Illinois  and  Northern  Missouri,  and  the  annual 
business  amounts  to  over  $100,000.  This  is  the 
leading  house  in  this  line  in  Burlington,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  oldest.  Mr.  Kelley's  long  experience 
has  taught  him  to  choose  wisely  the  kinds  and 
quality  of  machinery  best  adapted  to  different  lo- 
calities, and  is  sure  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  his  cus- 
tomers in  all  sections  of  the  country,  giving  them 
the  best  goods  and  the  closest  figures  possible. 

W.  M.  Whitford  is  manager  of  the  firm  of  C.  E. 
Andrews  &  Co.,  wholesale  dealers  in  coffees,  spices, 
Andrews'  Pearl  Baking  Powder  and  grocers'  sun- 
dries. The  main  house  and  mills  are  at  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  and  the  agency  was  established  at  Burlington 
by  Mr.  Whitford  in  July,  1886.  Under  the  able 
control  of  the  energetic  manager  the  business  has 
prospered  from  the  start,  and  the  annual  sales  now 
exceed  $100,000.  The  excellent  reputation  estab- 
lished by  the  old  reliable  house  of  C.  E.  Andrews 
&  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  is  fully  maintained  by  this 
important    branch    establishment.       Mr.    Whitford 
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now  has  a  well-establislied  trade  in  Iowa,  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Nebraska  and  Minnesota. 

Tlie  Moard  Granite  and  Marble  Works  is  known 
throughout  this  part  of  the  country  as  being  one  of 
the  best  establishments  in  its  line.  The  proprietor, 
John  Moard,  is  a  practical  designer  and  marble  cut- 
ter, and  since  1878  he  has  had  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  works.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  granite 
monuments,  patterned  after  his  own  designs,  and 
the  work  gives  entire  satisfaction.  Some  of  the 
finest  monuments  in  Aspen  Grove  Cemeter}-  are 
from  his  establishment. 

Bernard  Bros.  &  Mercer  are  also  engaged  in  this 
line  of  business,  carrying  an  immense  stock  of  mar- 
ble and  employing  a  large  number  of  hands.  This 
is  an  old  established  house  that  takes  pride  in  the 
quality  of  the  work  which  it  turns  out,  and  never 
fails  to  satisfy  its  patrons. 

The  Consolidated  Tank  Line  Company,  of  which 
O.  F.  Tappert  is  agent,  began  business  in  this  city 
in  1882  in  the  wholesale  oil  trade,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  first  nine  months  it  has  been  con- 
ducted under  the  management  of  Mr.  Tappert.  The 
business,  which  was  started  on  a  small  scale,  has, 
under  the  able  management  of  the  present  agent, 
grown  to  such  important  proportions  that  the  com- 
pany has  been  obliged  to  increase  its  facilities,  and 
h.as  built  an  extensive  plant  in  wh.at  is  known  as 
the  Wiglitman  addition  to  Burlington,  and  on  the 
line  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railroad.  The  capacity  of  the  nevv  plant  will  be 
9,000  barrels,  and  will  consist  of  three  large  tanks  of 
3,000  barrels  each.  The  company  has  a  cooper- 
shop  at  the  new  works,  where  they  cmpl()\'  ten  men 
making  barrels  for  their  own  business,  and  their 
employes,  all  told,  number  twenty-five  men.  The 
capacity'  of  the  old  i)lant  at  the  foot  of  Market 
street  is  1,000  barrels.  This  company,  which  has 
its  headquarters  at  Cincinnati, deals  in  illuminating, 
lubricating  and  painting  oils,  axle  grease,  and  every- 
thing in  the  oil  line,  and  does  an  exclusively  whole- 
sale business.  At  Burlington  they  handle  from 
2.5,000  to  30,000  barrels  of  oil  annually.  The  nian- 
agei-,  Mr.  Tappert,  is  an  active,  energetic  business 
man,  who  gives  his  exclusive  attention  to  this  busi- 
ness, and  tu  "hum  the  credit   is  flue   for  tile  rapid 
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increase  of  trade  and  general  prosperity  that  the 
enterprise  has  achieved. 

Pettit  &  Sons,  manufacturers  of  washing-ma- 
chines, boxes,  screen  doors,  and  proprietors  of  the 
City  Steam  Laundrj',  established  business  in  the 
manufacturing  work  in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  the 
City  Laundry  in  1884.  their  business  being  at  the 
corner  of  South  Fifth  and  Market  streets.  They 
employ  twenty  hands,  and  turn  out  the  best  work 
in  their  line.  Their  laundry  facilities  are  perfect, 
and  they  have  the  reputation  of  doing  the  finest 
work  possible  in  that  direction,  having  a  large  city 
and  country  trade,'agencies  being  established  in 
nearly  every  important  town  within  a  radius  of 
fift}'  miles. 

H.  A.  Brown  &  Co.,  retail  dealers  in  boots  and 
shoes  at  No.  217  North  Main  street,  is  one  of  the  old- 
est and  heaviest  houses  in  this  line  in  Burlington,  the 
business  being  established  in  the  spring  of  1859  by 
T.  W.  Barhydt,  who  is  still  a  partner  in  the  house. 
Mr.  Brown  bought  into  the  firm  in  18G6,  when  the 
present  company  was  organized,  and  since  that  time 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  house  has  been 
largely  in  his  bands.  In  1874  Mr.  Brown  became 
interested  in  the  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  trade  with 
Theodore  W.  Barhydt,  under  the  firm  name  of  T. 
W.  Barhydt  &  Co.  The  business  was  established 
by  Mr.  Barhydt  in  1860.  and  rapidl3'  grew  to  im- 
portant proportions.  Mr.  Brown  has  also  had 
general  charge  of  this  branch  of  the  business,  which 
has  been  conducted  very  successfulh'.  their  trade 
extending  through  Iowa,  Missouri.  Illinois  and 
Nebraska,  and  aggregates  §250,000  annually.  It  is 
situated  at  No.  2 1 7  North  Main  street.  This  es- 
tablishment has  been  in  trade  at  Burlington  for 
twenty-eight  years,  and  has  made  a  reputation 
second  to  none  for  good  goods,  fair  prices  and 
promptness  in  business.  The  house  gives  emjjloy- 
ment  to  twelve  hands,  and  is  one  of  the  factors 
tending  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city. 

Monford  &  Hill,  photograijhers,  of  Burlington, 
have  been  eng.aged  in  their  present  business  since 
the  spring  of  1866.  They  both  learned  the  plioto- 
graphic  art  in  Detroit.  Mich.,  and  came  west  to- 
gether and  located  at  Burlington,  and  established 
business  tm  Jefferson  street,  and  have  continued 
in  partnersiiip  ever  since.     They  now  have  one  of 
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tlie  liaiidsornest  studios  in  the  West,  where  thej'  do 
a  large  and  profitable  business.  They  have  been 
members  of  the  Photographers'  National  Assoei.ation 
ever  since  it  was  organized,  and  justly  take  rank 
among  the  best  artists  in  America.  During  the 
past  few  years  they  have  been  successful  compet- 
itors at  the  annual  exhibitions  held  by  that  associ- 
ation, and  at  the  exhibition  held  at  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  in  August,  1888,  the  committee  appointed 
to  make  the  awards  recommended  that  a  special 
diploma  be  given  to  Monford  &  Hill  for  the  admir- 
able interpretation  and  artistic  treatment  of  the  sub- 
ject "  Hiawatha." 

BAXKIXO     INTERKSTS. 

Burlington  is  particularly'  fortunate  in  its  liauk- 
Ing  institutions,  which  are  solid  and  controlled  by 
men  of  good  business  qualifications,  accommodating, 
yet  at  the  same  time  cautious. 

The  oldest  bank  is  that  of  the  First  National, 
which  was  incorporated  Feb.  2,  1864,  with  a  capital 
of  4^1t)<l,(lOO,  and  began  business  Alarch  29  follow- 
ing. The  first  Directors  were  Lyman  Cook,  George 
C.  Lauman,  D.  M.  Ewing,  J.  L.  Corse,  M.  S.  Foote, 
K.  Chamberlain,  A.  W.  Carpenter,  D.  Denise  and 
Joseph  Norton.  J.yman  Cook  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent; A.  W.  Carpenter,  Vice  President,  and  G. 
C.  Lauman,  Cashier.  The  charter  was  renewed  in 
February,  1884,  with  the  same  amount  of  capital. 
The  present  Board  of  Directors  is  composed  of  the 
following-named  gentlemen:  George  C.  Lauman, 
Lyman  Cook,  John  G.  Foote,  W.  P.  Foster  and  H. 
T.  Cook.  The  officers  were  in  the  year  1887  Lyman 
Cook,  President;  George  C.  Lauman,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  W.  P.  Foster,  Cashier.  The  bank  now 
has  a  surplus  of  $30,000,  and  is  doing  a  prosperous 
business.  Mr.  Cook,  its  Presulent,  has  held  that 
position  since  its  organization. 

The  National  State  Bank  was  organized  Jan.  il, 
1865,  and  commenced  business  January  25,  with  a 
capital  of  $100,000  (authorized  #250,000).  The 
National  State  Bank  is  one  of  the  conservators  of 
the  moneyed  interests  not  only  of  the  city  but  of  the 
surrounding  country,  and  is  deserving  detailed 
mention  herein.  Its  lineal  descent  is  of  a  character 
that  ought  to  be  a  source  of  pride,  and  it  and  its 
predecessors    have    wielded    an   immense  influence 


upon  the  city.  The  National  State  Bank  was  the 
second  in  the  city  to  organize  under  the  National 
banking  laws.  The  capital  was  §100,000,  but  was 
subsequently  increased  to  $150,000.  This  bank 
does  an  exceptionally  large  business.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  bank,  F.  W.  Brooks  and  F.  T. 
Parsons  were  respectively  elected  President  and 
Cashier.  Mr.  Brooks  was  succeeded  by  E.  D.  Rand, 
and  he  by  J.  C.  Peasley  in  May,  1871.  Mr.  Par- 
sons,  the  first  Cashier,  was  in  1866  succeeded  by  J. 
C.  Peasley.  who  officiated  from  1866  to  1871,  when 
Mr.  John  T.  Remey  was  inducted  into  the  respon- 
sible office,  and  in  1883  was  made  President,  which 
position  he  still  holds.  The  National  State  Bank 
really  dates  its  origin  back  to  the  private  bank 
established  by  F.  J.  C.  Peasley  cfe  Co.,  who  com- 
menced business  in  1851  on  Front  street.  The  firm 
was  succeeded  by  Coolbaugh  &  Brooks  in  1854,  and 
they  continued  the  business  until  merging  it  into 
the  State  Bank  in  1858,  under  which  form  and  man- 
agement it  remained  until  becoming  a  National 
bank.  The  new  building,  situated  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Jefferson  streets,  was  built  by  the  bank 
especially  for  its  own  use  in  1851-52,  being  occu- 
pied in  February  of  the  latter  year.  It  is  a  very 
attractive,  solid  looking  building,  and  gives  all  the 
facilities  required.  The  man.agement  of  the  busi- 
ness is,  of  course,  mainly  with  the  Piesident  and 
Cashier.  Mr.  Remey,  the  President,  has  gained  a 
prominence  of  which  he  can  well  be  proud.  His 
banking  experience  commenced  in  Chicago  under 
Mr.  Coolbaugh,  where  he  spent  about  eight  years. 
From  the  opening  of  F.  J.  C.  Peasley's  private 
bank,  the  history  of  this  enterprise  has  been  one  of 
honorable  effort.  Its  success  has  been  great  and 
well  deserved,  and  our  best  wishes  are  given  for  its 
future  prosperit3'.  The  deposits  of  the  bank  are 
large  and  are  well  protected  with  fireproof  vaults, 
a  firejiroof  and  burglar  safe,  and  later  the  improved 
time  luck.  'I'he  following  are  the  Directors  of  the 
National  State  Bank :  C.  E.  Perkins.  Charles  Starker, 
John  T.  Remey  and  J.  C.  Peasley. 

The  Merchants'  National  Bank,  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  was  incorporated  Oct.  29,  1870.  with  an  au- 
thorized capital  of  $500,000,  and  a  paid-up  capital 
of  .$150,000.  Its  first  olHcers  were  T.  \V.  Harhydt. 
President;  P.  Henry  Smyth,    Vice  President;    and 
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E.  McKittrick.  Cashier.  The  first  Board  of  Direct- 
ors were  C.  W.  Boderaan,  T.  W.  Barhydt,  P.  Henry 
Smyth.  J.  C.  MeKell.  C.  O'Brien,  T.  ^y.  Newman 
and  L.  Teedrick.  Business  was  commenced  Dec. 
2,  1870.  Tins  bank  has  now  been  in  operation  be- 
tween seventeen  and  eighteen  years,  and  has  had  a 
ver}'  successful  career.  The  nominal  capital  has 
been  reduced  to  «!  00,000,  while  the  accumulated 
surplus  has  increased  to  §7."), 000.  Its  officers  and 
stockholders  are  men  of  prominence  and  well-known 
responsibility,  and  its  line  of  deposits  is  large  and 
increasing.  The  present  officers  are  T.  W.  Bar- 
h^-dt.  President;  .John  Patterson,  Vice  President; 
H.  C.  Garrett,  Cashier;  H.  J.  Hungerford,  Assist- 
ant Cashier.  The  Board  of  Directors  consists  of 
John  Patterson,  T.  W.  Barhydt,  T.  W.  Newman, 
J.  C.  McKell  and  H.  C.  Garrett.  The  bank  owns 
the  elegant  block  in  which  it  is  situated,  and  which 
marks  prominently  the  northeast  corner  of  Main 
and  Jefferson  streets.  A  more  accommodating  set 
of  men  it  will  be  hard  to  find  than  those  conducting 
the    Merchants'  National  Bank,  of  Burlington. 

The  Iowa  State  Savings  Bank  was  organized  in 
July,  1874,  commenced  business  .Sept.  1.  1874,  and 
continued  in  business  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Market  streets  until  in  April,  1887,  when  they 
moved  to  their  place  of  business  in  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' Block,  corner  of  Main  and  Valley-  streets. 
Their  capital  stock  was  §60,000,  but  has  been  in- 
creased, until  in  October,  1887,  it  was  §100,000. 
The  officers  are  the  same  as  at  commencement,  with 
one  exception,  caused  by  the  death  of  E.  D.  Rand 
leaving  a  vacancy.  The3'  are  Charles  Starker, 
President;  William  Garrett,  Cashier;  and  Edward 
HagemanT),  Vice  President.  The  Directors  are 
Charles  Starker,  Edward  Hagemann.  Charles  E. 
Perkins,  G.  H.  Bicklen.  Horace  S.  Rand  and  Will- 
iam Garrett.  The  average  deposits  of  this  bank 
are  over  §000,000,  and  it  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
every  business  man  and  of  every  laboring  man  in 
the  community.  And  why  should  it  not  with  such 
men  as  Charles  Starker  and  AVilliani  Garrett  at  its 
head  ? 

The  German  American  Savings  Bank,  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Iowa  in  September,  1874.  Hon.  Charles  Mason 
was  elected  President;  Fred  Becker,  Vice  President; 


and  Hugh  Herniingliaus,  Cashier.  The  following- 
named  gentlemen  composed  the  Board  of  Directors: 
Hon.  Charles  Mason,  Dr.  .James  J.  Ransom.  John 
S.  .Schramm,  Fred  Becker,  W.  D.  Gilbert,  Henry  H. 
Scott,  Samuel  H.  Jones,  John  H.  Armstrong  and 
John  Lahee.  The  bank  opened  for  business  Sept. 
28,1874,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  800,000,  which 
had  increased  in  1887  to  §100,000,  and  which  is 
invested  in  registered  United  States  bonds. 

The  bank  was  first  located  in  the  basement  rooms 
of  the  Merchants'  National  Bank  Building,  but  in 
1883  the  bank  purchased  the  Barger  Block,  situ- 
ated on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Jefferson 
streets.  The  old  building  was  torn  down,  and  in 
its  place  was  erected  the  elegant  and  substantial 
three-story  brick  block,  the  first  floor  of  which  thej' 
now  occupy.  The  bank  was  formally  opened  for 
business  in  their  new  qu.arters  Dee.  14,  188.5.  The 
general  finish  and  furnishing  of  the  establishment 
are  in  keeping  with  the  prominence  and  importance 
of  the  institution.  The  Hon.  Charles  JIasou  served 
as  President  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
February,  1882.  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Samuel 
H.  Jones,  who  served  until  his  death  in  1887,  and 
then  came  Dr.  James  J.  Ransom,  who  is  the  present 
incumbent.  Fred  Becker,  the  first  Vice  President, 
held  the  office  until  his  death  in  1877.  Mr.  J.  L. 
Schramm  was  chosen  his  successor,  but  resigned  in 
Januar3-,  1 88C,  when  Dr.  James  J.  Ransom  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacanc}'.  and  served  till  elected 
President,  in  1887.  Dr.  W.  W.  Nassau  was  elected 
to  succeed  Dr.  Ransom,  and  is  the  present  Vice 
Pi'esident.  Mr.  Hugh  Herniinghaus,  the  first  Cash- 
ier, served  until  August,  187(3,  when  he  resigned, 
and  was  succeeded  bj'  Wdliam  A.  Torrey,  who  has 
held  the  office  continually  since. 

The  present  officers  (1888)  are  Dr.  James  J. 
Ransom,  President;  Dr.  W.  W.  Nassau,  Vice  Presi- 
dent; William  A.  Torrey,  Cashier.  The  Directors 
are  Dr.  James  J.  Ransom,  Henry  H.  Scott,  Hon. 
John  Patterson,  John  W.  Gilbert.  Dr.  W.  W.  Nas- 
sau, John  S.  Schramm.  Dr.  H.  Bailey-  and  William 
A.  Torrey.  The  history  of  the  bank  shows  its  man- 
agement to  have  been  conservative,  j'et  progressive, 
and  its  marked  success  and  high  standing  among 
the  financial  institutions  of  the  State  are  due  to  the 
united  efforts   of    its  officers   and   Directors,  whose 
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well-known  business  ability  and  responsibility  com- 
mand and  deserve  the  confidence  of  the  people. 

The  Commercial  Bank,  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  vvas 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  in  1883, 
with  a  capital  of  §60,000,  with  John  M.  Gregg  as 
President  and  E.  jMcKitterick  as  Cashier.  John 
Zaiser  is  now  President  of  the  bank,  and  W.  H. 
Drum  Acting  Cashier.  The  members  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  are  George  Sweny,  Dr.  John  Scarf,  R. 
T.  Root,  John  Zaiser  and  John  W.  Burdette.  The 
bank  does  a  general  banking  business,  and  is  located 
on  North  Third  street. 

THE  LUMBKK  THADE. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  different 
lines  of  business  carried  on  in  this  citj%  and  is  rep- 
resented by  several  live  firms,  having  a  very  large 
and  extensive  trade. 

The  Burlington  Lumber  Company,  one  of  the 
most  important  lumber  corporations  of  the  Middle 
Mississippi,  was  incorporated  Feb.  2,  1877,  and  was 
an  outgrowth  of  the  extensive  lumber  interests  of 
Rand  &  Carson,  that  dates  its  origin  back  to  the 
forties.  E.  D.  Rand  was  the  first  President  of  the 
company ;  J.  L.  Pierson,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
while  William  Lyon  was  Mill  Superintendent.  Asso- 
ciated with  them  were  William  Carson,  Sr.,  and 
H.  H.  Gilman,  constituting  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Mr.  Carson  was  a  resident  of  Eau  Claire,  AVis.,  while 
the  others  were  residents  of  Burlington.  At  the 
time  of  organization  this  corporation  bought  out 
the  firm  of  Berry  &  Co.,  lumber  manufacturers,  of 
which  Carson  &  Rand  were  the  principal  owners. 
In  1880  E.  D.  Rand.  Jr.,  and  H.  S.  Rand  purchased 
the  interest  of  H.  H.  Gilman,  and  were  elected  on 
the  Board  of  Directors.  Two  years  later  William 
Carson,  Jr.,  purchased  an  interest  in  the  business, 
and  was  also  made  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. In  1884  J.  L.  Pierson  resigned  the  posi- 
tion of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  H.  S.  Rand 
purchased  bis  interest.  At  the  succeeding  meeting 
of  the  stockholders,  the  following-named  gentle- 
men were  elected  officers:  E.  D.  Rand,  Sr.,  Presi- 
dent; H.  S.  Rand,  Vice  President  and  Treasurer; 
William  Carson,  Jr.,  Secretary ;  and  William  Lyons, 
Mill  Superintendent,  E.  D.  Rand  desiring  that  the 
younger  members  of  the  company  should  assume  ! 
the  active  managernent  of  the  business. 
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After  the  death  of  E.  D.  Rand,  in  April,  1887,  H. 
S.  Rand  succeeded  to  the   Presidency   of  the   com- 
pany, retaining  the   office  of  Treasurer.     William 
Carson,  Jr.,  was  elected  Vice  President,  still  retain- 
ing the  Secretaryship,  and  the  business  is  now  under 
the    control  of    these  officers.     The  company   has 
steadily  increased  its  business  from   the    beginning, 
and  at  this  writing  (1888)  saws  18,000,000  feet  of 
lumber  for  the  season,  5,000,000  shingles  and  5.000,- 
000  lath,  besides  which  it  handles  4,000,000  feet  of 
lumber   purchased  from   the   Wisconsin  mills,  and 
the  yellow  pine  mills  of  the  South,  the  aggregate 
sales   for   the  past  season   amounting  to  §400,000. 
The   company   carries    about    12,000,000    feet    of 
white   pine  lumber   in  stock,  besides  lath,  shingles, 
etc.     In  addition  it  carries  a   large  supply  of   yel- 
low pine,  Cyprus,  oak,  and   the   various  hardwoods. 
Their  business   is  largelj-  with  railroad    companies 
and  their  contractors,  making  a  specialty  of  bridge 
timber  and  large  size  dimension  stuff.     The  com- 
pan3's  pine  land    interests  are  very  large,  consider- 
able capital  being  invested  in  that  direction.     They 
employ  about  140  men,  and  their  weekly  pay  roll 
amounts  to  §1,500.     This  is  exclusive  of  the  com- 
pany's   expenses  in  operating   its  steamboats,  and 
its    logging   business  in    the    Wisconsin    pineries. 
They    have  constantly  emploj'ed    two  steamboats 
during  the  season  of  navigation,  one  of  which,  the 
"Kit  Carson,"  is  considered  the  fastest  and  best  raft 
boat  on    the   Mississippi   River.     William   Carson. 
Sr.,  senior   member  of  the  firm,  who  resides  at  Eau 
Claire,  AVis.,  has  been  identified   with  the  lumber 
interests  of  Carson  ifc  Rand,  out  of  which  the  Bur- 
lington Company  was  formed,  for  upward  of  forty 
j'ears,  and  was  a  very  near  and  dear  friend  of  his 
former    partner,   the  late  E.   D.    Rand.     He   takes 
special  pride  in  providing  the  very  best  stock  for 
this,  the  pet  enterprise  of  his  life.     The  company's 
mills,  j-ards  and  office  are  situated  on  South  Main 
street,  Burlington,  Iowa,  near  the  Chicago.  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad  bridge. 

The  Rand  Lumber  Company,  one  of  the  most 
important  lumber  companies  in  Iowa,  was  incor- 
porated in  1879,  and  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  old. 
established  lumber  business  of  E.  D.  Rand  <k  Co., 
that  dates  its  origin  back  to  the  private  enterprise 
in  this  line  of  the  late  Hon.  E.  D.  Rand  in  1842.    On 
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the  incorporation  of  the  company,  E.  D.  Rand  was 
elected  President,  John  M.  Sherfey,  Vice  President, 
and  Maj.  William  Horner,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
After  Mr.  Rand's  death  in  April,  1887.  Mr.  Sher- 
fey succeeded  to  the  Presidencj'.  and  E.  D.  Rand, 
Jr.,  was  chosen  Vice  President,  and  Thomas  Wil- 
kinson was  elected  Secretar}'  and  Treasurer,  in  place 
of  Maj.  William  Horner,  resigned.  This  company 
has  branch  yards  in  various  Iowa  towns — Bedford, 
Villisca,  Corning.  Afton  and  Mediapolis.  Their 
lumber  is  manufactured  by  the  Valley  Lumber 
Company,  of  Eau  Claire,  AVis.,  in  which  the  estate 
of  E.  D.  Rand  is  largely  interested;  15,000,000  feet 
of  lumber  are  annually  handled  by  this  company,  be- 
sides large  quantities  of  shingles,  lath,  etc.  While 
it  is  a  separate  and  distinct  corporation,  the  Rand 
Lumber  C'ompanj'  is  connected  through  its  indi- 
vidual stockholders  with  the  Valley  Lumber  Com- 
pany, of  Wisconson,  the  Burlington  Lumber  Com- 
pany, of  Burlington,  Iowa,  the  Keithsburg  Lum- 
ber Company,  of  Keithsburg,  111.,  and  the  Carson 
(fe  Rand  Lumber  Compan}',  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  all 
important  corporations  var3nng  in  capital  from 
8100,000  to  $500,000.  The  company's  office  is  at 
No.  846  Jefferson  street. 

The  firm  of  Gilbert,  Hedge  &  Co.  was  organized 
in  I860,  though  the  business  was  established  by  J. 
W.  &  W.  D.  Gilbert  in  1851.  These  gentlemen 
started  with  a  very  limited  capital,  less  than  %2,000. 
They  increased  their  business  rapidly,  and  by  1856 
were  doing  a  trade  amounting  to  upward  of  $100,- 
000.  The  great  financial  crisis  of  1857  crippled 
them  seriously,  as  it  did  all  others  in  their  line, 
when  values  fell  to  loss  than  half  the  figures  of  the 
year  previous.  They  kept  on  their  feet,  however, 
and  during  the  next  eight  or  ten  years  built  up  an 
immense  business.  In  1865  another  brother.  Gen. 
James  I.  Gilbert,  bought  into  the  business,  and  the 
firm  bought  extensive  tracts  of  pine  land  in  Wis- 
consin, and  also  purchased  a  sawmill,  known  as  the 
Yellow  River  Mill,  situated  on  the  Chippewa  River, 
where  they  manufactured  a  large  proportion  of  the 
lumber  which  supplied  their  yards.  Thomas  Hedge, 
Sr.,  bought  an  interest  in  the  business  in  1865,  and 
the  firm  became  Gilbert.  Hedge  <fc  Co.  Mr.  Hedge 
continued    liis  connection  with  the  business  up  to 
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the  time  of  his  death,  when  his  heirs,  Thomas 
Hedge,  Jr.,  and  his  sister,  succeeded  to  their  father's 
interest,  and  are  now  members  of  the  firm.  Gen. 
J.  I.  (Jilbert  remained  in  the  business  about  ten 
years,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  partners  and  removed 
West.  His  death  occurred  in  1884.  The  firm  of 
Gilbert,  Hedge  c\r  Co.  handle  annually  from  :?5,000,- 
000  to  30,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  besides  large 
quantities  of  shingles,  lath,  etc.  The  business  for 
the  year  1887  footed  up  27,000,000  feet  of  lumber, 
their  market  being  in  Iowa,  Kansas.  Nebraska  and 
Missouri.  The  individual  members  of  the  firm 
have  other  important  business  connections.  W.  D. 
Gilbert  owns  a  large  sawmill  at  Glenmont,  on  the 
St.  Croix  River,  Wisconsin;  Mr.  Thomas  Hedge  is 
largely  interested  in  real  estate  and  the  practice  of 
law ;  while  J.  W.  Gilbert  is  interested  in  the  Hax- 
ture  Steam  Heater  Company,  of  Kewanee,  111.,  and 
is  Vice  President  of  the  company,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  German-American 
Savings  Bank. 

The  Cascade  Lumber  Company  was  incorporated 
in  April,  1880,  the  incorporators  being  Gilbert, 
Hedge  &  Co..  W.  S.  Berry,  H.  H.  Gilman  and  Charles 
Putnam.  Thomas  Hedge,  Sr.,  was  elected  Presi- 
dent; John  Gilbert.  Vice  President,  and  Charles 
Putnam,  Secretary.  The  mill  and  business  were  first 
established  bj'  Berry  &  Gilman  in  1876,  and  they 
took  in  A.  Kaiser  in  1878.  The  firm  of  Kaiser  & 
Berry  conducted  the  business  until  1880,  when  the 
Cascade  Lumber  Company  was  organized  and  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business.  Frank  Millard  bought 
out  Gilbert,  Hedge  &  C'o.'s  interest  in  1881,  and 
was  elected  President.  The  present  stockholders 
are  F.  B.  Millard,  W.  S.  Berry,  H.  H.  Gilman, 
Charles  Putnam.  R.  G.  Saunderson,  and  the  Burling- 
ton Insurance  Compan}'.  The  present  officers  are 
F.  B.  Millard,  President  and  Treasurer;  W.  S. 
Berry,  Vice  President;  R.  G.  Saunderson,  Secretary. 
The  mill  is  situated  on  the  Mississippi,  near  the 
southern  limits  of  the  city  of  Burlington,  at  what 
is  known  as  Cascade,  and  on  the  Keokuk  Branch  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy.  From  fifty  to 
sixty  hands  are  employed  and  about  7,000,000  feet 
of  lumber  are  sawed  annually. 
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^|F^  EV.  W.  F.  BAIRD.  William  French  Baird 
!li#if  was  born  on  the  22d  day  of  September, 
<i^\  1818.  His  ancestors  were  of  Scotch  ex- 
\^traction,  from  the  citj'  of  Glasgow,  Scot- 
laud.  Some  of  the  family  sojourned  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Ireland,  near  Londonderry,  and  thence 
they  came  to  the  American  Colonies  and  settled 
near  Lancaster,  Pa.  His  grandfather,  Robert  Baird, 
was  barely  twenty  years  of  age  when  he  entered 
the  patriotic  array  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Baird's 
father,  Alexander  Baird,  the  eldest  sou  of  Rob- 
ert Baird.  was  married  to  Nancy  French,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Enoch  and  Mary  French.  The  maternal 
side  of  the  family  was  also  of  Scotch  descent,  aud 
came  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  set- 
tled near  Germantown,  Pa.  Both  grandparents  of 
Mr.  Baird  settled  in  Fayette  Count}',  Pa.,  and  were 
Ruling  Elders  in  Dunlap's  Creek  congregation,  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  grandfather  Baird 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Reeves,  whose  parents 
were  of  English  and  Welsh  descent,  and  were  na- 
tives of  Long  Island.  His  grandfather  French  was 
man-ied  to  Mary  Mcllroy,  of  Scotch  and  Irish  de- 
scent. 

Mr.  Baird's  father  was  an  ofticer  under  Gen. 
William  Henry  Harrison,  for  whom  he  ever  cher- 
ished the  most  affectionate  regard  and  admiration. 
The  early  influences  by  which  Mr.  Baird  was  sur- 
rounded were  most  favorable  to  early  development 
of  Christian  life  and  character.  His  parents  were 
members  of  Dunlap's  Creek  congregation,  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  was  organized  about 
1775  or  1776.  During  the  long  years  of  faithful 
ministrations  of  such  men  as  Rev.  M3'ers,  Powers, 
McMillan,  Dunlap,  Jennings,  Johnson  and  Samuel 
Wilson,  D.D.,  now  of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  thej'  could  not 
fail  in  furnishing  the  most  desirable  societj-  for 
childhood  and  youth.  The  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,  prayer-meetings.  Sabbath-schools,  catechi- 
zations,  temperance  and  education,  were  the  results 
of  such  faithful  labor. 

Mr.  Baird  professed  religion  when  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  united  with  Hopewell  congregation 
of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Baird  had  six  brothers  and  six  sisters ;  of  his  broth- 
ers three  were  ministers  aud  three  were  Ruling 
Elders  in  the  churcli.     Mr.  Baird's  father  not  only 


gave  his  children  a  good  education,  but  desired  his 
sons  to  learn  some  trade,  so  as  to  be  the  better 
prepared  for  any  misfortune  that  might  befall  them 
in  the  future.  Two  sons  were  millwrights,  one  a 
coachraaker,  one  a  stonemason,  one  an  artist  and 
one  a  dentist.  Of  the  six  sons  four  received  a  col- 
legiate education  and  one  son  died  in  his  senior 
year  at  college. 

Mr.  Baird  left  home  early  in  life  and  learned  to 
build  a  nine-passenger  coach,  a  barouche,  phaeton 
and  buggy.  He  then  completed  a  collegiate  course 
in  Madison  College,  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  re- 
ceived his  theological  education  under  Rev.  Milton 
Bird,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  Azil  Freeman,  D.  D.,  and 
was  licensed  to  preach  on  the  8th  of  April,  1848. 
Mr.  Baird  came  to  Iowa,  arriving  in  Burlington  on 
the  16th  day  of  December,  1848,  and  was  appointed 
missionary  the  spring  following,  to  operate  in  Iowa, 
with  his  home  at  Burlington. 

Mr.  Baird  was  ordained  by  the  Union  Presbytery 
at  Hopewell,  Pa.,  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  1849, 
and  on  the  5th  da}'  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Rebecca  B.  Harah,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  It  was  a 
happy  marriage.  The  religious  influence  surround- 
ing Mrs.  Baird's  early  life  was  of  the  most  precious 
character.  She  was  educated  in  Fayette  Seminary, 
at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  fruit  of  this  union  was  two 
sons — William  H.  and  Henry  M.  Baird,  both  grad- 
uates of  the  dental  department  of  the  Iowa  State 
University,  and  now  located  in  the  city  of  their  birth. 
Mr.  Baird  returned  to  Iowa,  arriving  at  Burlington 
in  the  fall  of  1849.  At  this  time  there  was  but 
one  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  house  in  Iowa, 
and  now  there  are  between  thirty  and  forty,  seven 
of  which  were  built  under  the  labors  of  Mr.  Baird. 
Much  of  the  vast  field  in  Iowa,  and  some  thirtj' 
counties  in  Illinois,  were  traversed  on  horseback. 
Mr.  Baird  made  three  extended  tours,  prior  to  the 
war,  in  the  Southern  States,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  of  his  church. 

When  the  late  war  came  on  Mr.  Baird  remained  a 
Union  man,  and  presented  a  battle  flag  to  the  Bur- 
lington Zouaves,  which  severed  his  relation  with  the 
Board  of  Missions,  which  was  located  in  the  South. 
Mr.  Baird  was  one  of  the  three  agents  jointlj'  ap- 
pointed by   the   American   Bible   Society,  and    the 
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United  States  Christian  Commission,  to  superintend 
the  Scripture  work  in  the  army  and  navy — styled 
Armj'  Agents  at  New  York  and  Field  Agents  at 
Philadelphia.  Mr.  Baird  was  assigned  to  the  "arm- 
ies of  the  Southwest,  under  Gens.  Grant  and  Sher- 
man," with  headquarters  at  Nashville,  Teun.,  after 
the  capture  of  the  city.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
Eev.  Dr.  Hall,  of  the  Gulf,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Gilbert, 
of  the  Potomac,  were  released,  and  the  entire  work 
was  entrusted  to  Mr.  Baird,  to  i)rovide  for  the  rem- 
nant of  the  army  and  navy,  to  re-open  the  Bible 
work  in  the  Southern  States,  to  select  State  agents  and 
to  bring  in  the  freedmen.  This  required  two  years 
of  hard  labor  and  much  travel.  The  last  labor  was 
performed  in  the  trans-Mississippi  Department.  Mr. 
Baird  was  in  New  Orleans  during  the  riot  of  Jul}', 
1865 :  a  terrible  day  it  was.  He  crossed  over  to  Gal- 
veston, Tex.,  and  thence  north  to  Red  River,  visited 
the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Indi.ans,  and  provided 
for  them  the  Scriptures,  i-eturning  south  to  Austin, 
San  Antonio,  Corpus  Christi  and  Brownsville.  Here 


Mr.  Baird  found  Rev.  James  Hickey,  agent  for 
Mexico,  on  his  deathbed,  received  his  dying  re- 
quests, preached  his  funeral  discourse,  and  laid  him 
to  rest.  Mr.  Baird  took  the  aged  widow,  Thomas 
Sepulvada,  Mr.  Hickey's  guide,  the  American  Bible 
Society's  ambulance,  and  drove  to  Monterey,  reor- 
ganized the  Bible  work  and  returned  to  New  Orleans, 
and  thence  to  Burlington,  after  an  absence  of  eight 
months,  having  traveled  8,000  miles  and  spoken 
800  times.  After  recovering  from  a  severe  sick- 
ness, Mr.  Baird  went  to  New  York  in  May,  1866, 
and  closed  his  agency.  He  received  $400  besides 
his  salary  as  a  token  of  appreciation  for  faithful 
services  rendered  amid  danger  and  death.  For 
several  years  Mr.  Baird's  health  was  so  impaired  as 
to  demand  rest,  but  at  present  he  is  quite  well, 
and  preaches  every  Sabbath,  and  has  in  charge  a 
congregation  at  Mt.  Hamill,  Lee  County,  and  two 
congregations  in  Cedar  County.  Every  year  of 
Mr.  Baird's  ministerial  life  has  received  tokens  of 
divine  favor  in  revivals  of  religion. 
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